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WASHINGTON � Archbishop Spyri-
don led a delegation of Greek-American
leaders to the Oval Office for the annual
proclamation signing on Greek Indepen-
dence Day by President Bill Clinton. (full text
of the Proclamation inside).

This is the 14th consecutive year that
this proclamation honoring Greek Indepen-
dence Day has been issued by the President
of the United States.

Due to the Kosovo crisis, President
Clinton was forced to clear his schedule
except for two meetings, the meeting with
Archbishop Spyridon being one of them.

The Hellenic Republic was also repre-
sented by Deputy Foreign Minister Grigoris
Niotis, and Ambassador to the United States
Alexander Philon.

During the meeting, Archbishop Spyri-
don addressed the crisis in Kosovo. He told
the President:

�In thanking you today, we are mindful
of the conflict and strife that surrounds the
current situation in Kosovo. Many lives are
now at risk, and we pray that God, in His
providential loving care for all humankind,
will  illumine the path of peace and righ-
teousness, so that the force of arms may
give way to the terms of a just and lasting
peace. We offer our prayers for those who
are in harm�s way: our own American ser-
vice men and women, the civilian popula-
tion, and all those whose lives have been so
afflicted by the continuing conflict. Mr. Presi-
dent, may God grant a speedy answer to all
our prayers, and may he preserve you, our
nation, and our whole world in peace, tran-
quillity and mutual respect.�

Greek-American leaders attending in-
cluded: Archdiocesan Council President John
Catsimatidis, former Congressman and cur-
rent President Emeritus of New York Univer-
sity John Brademas; United Hellenic Ameri- See  page 3

Archbishop Leads
Delegation to White
House for Proclamation

can Congress National Chairman Andrew A.
Athens, who also serves as World Council of
Hellenes Abroad (SAE) president; and Andrew
E. Manatos, president of the National Coor-
dinated Effort of Hellenes and creator of the
Greek Independence Day legislation.

AHEPA (the American Hellenic Educa-
tional and Progressive Association) was rep-
resented by its vice president, George
Dariotis, as well as the presidents of the
Daughters of Penelope, the Sons of Pericles,
and the Maids of Athena.

The Archbishop was also accompanied
by the Archdiocese Executive Director of
Print and Digital Media Fr. Philemon
Sevastiades and Archdeacon Elias Villis.

Several high-level administration offi-
cials also participated, including: the
President�s chief of staff, John Podesta; Of-

His Eminence, Other
World Orthodox
Leaders, Speak Out
on Kosovo Crisis

CONSTANTINOPLE � The Holy and
Sacred Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarch-
ate of Constantinople on March 13 elected
three clergymen to fill the vacant Sees of
the Archdiocese: the dioceses of New Jer-
sey, Atlanta and Detroit.

Bishop Alexios of Troas was elected
bishop of Atlanta, Bishop George of
Komanon was elected bishop of New Jer-
sey, and the Very Rev. Archimandrite Nicho-
las Pissare was elected bishop of Detroit.

At the time of their election, Bishop
Alexios had been serving in Atlanta as an
auxiliary bishop to His Eminence, Bishop
George was an auxiliary bishop to the Arch-
bishop and  Fr. Pissare, was serving as pas-
tor of Holy Cross Church in Brooklyn, N.Y.

Upon learning of the elections, Arch-
bishop Spyridon immediately sent His All
Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew
a telegram expressing his gratitude and the
gratitude of the Church in America for pro-
viding the Archdiocese with these new
eparchial bishops.

Archbishop Spyridon�s
comments on the election

�On behalf of all the faithful of our Holy
Archdiocese, we praise and give thanks for
the guidance of the Holy Spirit and the love
of our Mother Church.  I look forward with
great joy to the ordination of Bishop-Elect
Nicholas, and the enthronement of all the
holy brothers who have been elected to the
Holy Eparchial Synod.  May God grant to
each of them a fruitful ministry in His Holy
Vineyard.�

The consecration of Bishop Nicholas
took place Saturday, April 3. Coverage will

New Diocesan
Bishops Elected

See KOSOVO, page 9See NEW BISHOPS, page 2
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NEW YORK � Archbishop
Spyridon has taken several
steps in response to the NATO
air strikes against Yugoslavia
and the situation in Kosovo.

In a private letter to President Clinton
dated March 26, His Eminence asks the
President to halt the bombing of Yugosla-
via. It was hand-delivered on March 28 by
Archdiocesan Council President John
Catsimatidis.

The Archbishop appealed for a cessa-
tion of hostilities during the Holy Weeks of
both Eastern and Western Christians, which
also coincides with Passover observances
as well as Muslim religious observances.

In a separate letter on March 29 to
Yugoslav President Slobodan Milosevic, de-
livered to the Yugoslav Mission to the United
Nations, the Archbishop urged him to use
all of his powers to seek peace in the re-
gion.

In his letter to President Clinton, Arch-
bishop Spyridon recalled that when �. . . the
United States and the United Kingdom con-
ducted similar air strikes against Iraq . . . .
the initiation of that action was planned so
as not to begin after the commencement of
Ramadan, which is regarded as a holy month
by persons of the Islamic faith.�

The Archbishop further suggested that
�. . . the same consideration for the Chris-
tian people living in the territory now sub-
ject to air attacks by NATO forces may pro-
vide an opportunity to re-initiate the nego-
tiation process without loss of life. As you
know, we are approaching the most holy
season of the Christian year: that of the death
and burial of our Lord Jesus Christ and His
Glorious Resurrection. The Serbian people,
with hundreds of millions of other Ortho-
dox Christians, this year celebrate the Res-
urrection on April 11.

�For the Roman Catholic minority
among the Kosovo Albanians, Easter is cel-
ebrated the week before, on April 4, in com-
mon with other Western Christians. Accord-
ingly, I implore you to suspend the current
bombing campaign beginning on Thursday,
April 1, at least until after Monday, April 12.
This will allow for a respite of hostilities and
an opening for peace.�

In his letter to President Milosevic, the
Archbishop wrote: �I have written to the
President of the United States, suggesting
that the coming holy days commemorating
the Crucifixion and Resurrection of our Lord
Jesus Christ are an auspicious time for a

White House photoPRESIDENT CLINTON welcomed Archbishop Spyridon to the White House.
They are shown with other Greek American leaders and White House staff memers.

THE RESURRECTION, by the hand of iconographer George Philippakis, Holy Trinity, Hicksville, NY.
D. Panagos
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appear in the next issue of the Observer.
The enthronements of Bishop Alexios

and Bishop George will be forthcoming from
the Archdiocese.

Bishop Alexios of Atlanta
Bishop Alexios has been serving as

Archepiscopal Vicar of the Atlanta Diocese
since Jan. 1, 1997.

He will be enthroned on May 22at the
Annunciation Cathedral in Atlanta.

He was born Anthimos Panagiotopoulos
Dec. 25, 1943, in Patras, Greece, to Spyridon
and Angeliki Panagiotopoulos. He is the old-
est of five brothers and two sisters.

He was tonsured a monk at Vatopedion
Monastery in 1963 and graduated from the
Athonias Ecclesiastical Academy in 1964.

In November 1965, he was ordained
to the diaconate and served as archdeacon
of the Metropolis of Patras until he entered
the National Kapodistrian University School
of Theology in Athens. While in Athens, he
served as deacon at the churches of St.

from page 1

Ecumenical Patriarchate Elects New Diocesan Bishops

Panteleimon and St. Spyridon.
He was ordained to the priesthood on

Aug. 27, 1972 and assigned to St. Sophia
Church in Patras, while living as a brother of
the Gerokomion Monastery of the Virgin Mary.

Following his graduation from the Uni-
versity of Athens School of Theology in 1973,
he enrolled in the Boston University School of
Theology and received his Doctor of Ministry
degree in 1977. While at BU, he served as
pastor of Dormition Church in Burlington, Vt.

He returned to Patras upon completion
of his studies and served as Abbott of the
Gerokomion Monastery.

A year later, he was summoned back
to the United States to serve as dean of Sts.
Constantine and Helen Church in Brooklyn,
N.Y., then was transferred to the Hellenic
Orthodox Community in 1979.

The Holy Synod of the Ecumenical Pa-
triarchate elevated the Very Rev. Anthimos
to the episcopacy as Bishop of Troas on April
7, 1987. He assumed the name Alexios upon
his consecration by Archbishop Iakovos on
May 17, 1987.

He was enthroned a month later at St.
Demetrios Cathedral as the first Choro-
episcopos for the Hellenic Community of
Astoria.

He was assigned the parishes in
Queens, Long Island, southern Connecticut
and Upstate New York on Jan. 1, 1989, and
also was named director of the Hellenic
Cultural Center in Astoria.

Bishop George of New Jersey
Bishop George is the first bishop of the

Church in America to come from the ranks
of married priests. His wife, Maria, died in
1993.

Consecrated on June 13, 1998, Bishop
George served as auxiliary bishop to Arch-
bishop Spyridon until November, when he
was appointed director of the Archdiocese
Office of Public Affairs in Washington.

He was about to begin his new duties
and open an office near Capital Hill when
he was elected to fill the vacant Diocesan
See of New Jersey.

Bishop George was born in Prodromos,
Thebes, Greece. He is a graduate of the
Theological School of Halki. His assignments
have included the Church of the Virgin Mary
in Constantinople; St. Demetrios Church in
Hamilton. Ontario, Canada; St. George Ca-
thedral in Manchester, New Hampshire and
St. George Cathedral in Bethesda, Md.

In the three parishes he served, Bishop
George helped build churches and cultural
centers. In the last 27 years he served St.
George community of Bethesda, Md.,
known by people throughout not only for
growth in members and programs but for
its Philanthropic endeavors, especially for
its cooperative programs with the National
Institute of Health.

Bishop George was awarded a Doctor

working as an assistant to Bishop Philip of
Daphnousa (of blessed memory), who was
then the Diocese  locum tenens. Later, he
served Bishop Anthimos.

In 1990, he formally began his service
in the Pittsburgh Diocese as administrative
assistant to Bishop Maximos.

Nicholas was ordained as deacon July
6, 1991, by Bishop Maximos at Annuncia-
tion Church in McKeesport, Pa.

He was then ordained to the priesthood
a week later by Bishop Maximos and co-cel-
ebrant Bishop Philip at Assumption Cathe-
dral in Denver on July 13. He was elevated
to the rank of Archimandrite on the same day,
based on his years of Church service.

He served as Pittsburgh Diocese chan-
cellor (1991-1995), and then as Detroit Dio-
cese chancellor (1996-1997).

In August 1997 he was assigned by
Archbishop Spyridon to Holy Cross parish,
in Brooklyn.

Bishop Nicholas has also served the
Church as an Archdiocesan Council mem-
ber; Stewardship Commission member; St.
Michael�s Home for the Aged board mem-
ber; as a member of the Archdiocesan Dis-
trict Spiritual Court, and as spiritual advisor
to the Metropolitan Philoptochos.

During his ministry in Brooklyn, Bishop
Nicholas initiated innovative programs such
as Fair Share Stewardship, Inquiry Class for
parishioners and engaged couples; started
a Brownies Girl Scout Troop; started the
children�s Liturgical Choir of the Dimitrios
and Georgia Kaloidis Parochial School; and
rebuilt the school�s library.

Bishop Nicholas� family also includes
his siblings, brother Michael and Linda;
brother Pantelis and Gail, and sister Niki and
Richard.

of Theology degree in 1975. A historian and
a scholar, he has written several books:
�From Mars Hill to Manhattan: The History
of the Archdiocese of North and South
America;� �The Odyssey of Hellenism in
America,� and �The Diamond Jubilee of the
Greek Archdiocese of America, 1922-1997.�

Bishop George will be enthroned on
Saturday, April 17, at 6:30 p.m. in the Dioc-
esan Cathedral of St. John the Theologian,
in Tenafly, N.J.

Bishop Nicholaos of Detroit
The Archbishop informed the Bishop-

elect Nicholas personally, as they were to-
gether at St. Paul Cathedral in Hempstead,
N.Y., attending the Biennial Metropolitan
Philoptochos (Friends of the Poor) Conven-
tion. Bishop-elect Nicholas has been serving
as the spiritual advisor to the Philoptochos.

Bishop Nicholas of Detroit was conse-
crated on the Saturday of Lazarus, April 3, in
Brooklyn, N.Y. His enthronment will be April
18, at Annunciation Cathedral in Detroit.

Nicholas E. Pissare was born in Glen
Falls, N.Y. in 1953, to Emmanuel and Caliope
Pissare. After graduating from Glen Falls High
School, he attended Colgate University un-
der the prestigious Colgate War Memorial
Scholarship, and graduated cum laude with
a bachelor of arts in 1975 with a major in
French literature and classical studies.

Nicholas Pissare then enrolled Holy
Cross School of Theology and graduated in
1978 with a Masters of Divinity. He was the
valedictorian. He also did post-graduate
work at the University of Athens.

He worked in public health for 10 years
in Denver, where he was active in the life of
Assumption Cathedral.

In 1983 he joined the Denver Diocese,

IN CONNECTICUT
His Eminence cuts the ribbon during a thyranixia ceremony for the new outer narthex at
Annunciation Church in Stamford, Conn., on March 24. Assisting him is Fr. Constantine
Mathews, pastor, and other clergy. The church itself was built in 1987.

HIS GRACE BISHOP ALEXIOS OF ATLANTA HIS GRACE BISHOP NICHOLAOS OF DETROITHIS GRACE BISHOP GEORGE OF NEW JERSEY
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fice of Management and Budget Deputy
Director Sylvia Mathews; from the Na-
tional Security Council: Deputy Assis-
tant to the President for National Secu-
rity Affairs James Steinberg, Senior Di-
rector of European Affairs Tony Blinken,
and Director for European Affairs
Miriam Sapiro;

From the Office of Public Liaison:
Director Mary Beth Cahill, Richard
Socarides and Christine Stanek.

Following the official visit to the
White House, the Archbishop went to
the St. Sophia Greek Orthodox Cathe-
dral to officiate at the Doxology for Greek
Independence Day.

Later in the day, he attended a for-
mal reception hosted by His Excellency,
Ambassador Alexander Philon on the
occasion of Greek Independence Day
at the Westin Fairfax Hotel.

In the afternoon, the Archbishop
visited the Senate and met with Major-
ity Leader Trent Lott (R-MS) and Minor-
ity Leader Tom Daschle (D-SD) to thank
them for the legislation that made the
proclamation possible.

Archbishop Leads Delegation to White House

America has deep roots in Greece, and today we celebrate the friendship,
values, and aspirations our two countries have shared for more than 2 centuries.
Greek thought and the passion for truth and  justice deeply influenced many of
our Nation�s earliest and greatest leaders. The documents our founders wrote to
establish our democracy and the political and legal institutions they created to
preserve our independence and protect our rights reveal that influence.

Later, recognizing this profound debt to Greek thought and culture and in-
spired by the struggle of modern Greece in the War of Greek Independence, many
Americans left home to join in that distant fight for freedom between 1821 and
1832. In this century, the relationship between the Greek and American peoples
deepened as we fought together in two world wars. The U.S. desire to help pre-
serve freedom in Greece after the devastation of World War II moved President
Truman to stand firm against isolationism and for postwar engagement abroad.
Our nations stood together in Korea and in the Gulf War, and we continue to work
shoulder-to-shoulder today in our efforts to find a lasting solution in the Balkans
and to promote democracy around the world.

The bonds of family have further reinforced our ties of friendship and shared
ideals. All across our Nation, Americans of Greek descent have brought their en-
ergy, grace, and determination to every field of endeavor, and they have added
immeasurably to the richness and diversity of our national life. The sons and daugh-
ters of Greece have flourished in America, and with their help, America too has
flourished.

Today, as we celebrate the 178th anniversary of the onset of modern Greece�s
struggle for independence, let us celebrate as well the great partnership between
our nations and the precious heritage of freedom and democracy we share.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of
the United States, do hereby proclaim March 25, 1999, as Greek Independence
Day: A National Day of Celebration of Greek and  American Democracy. I call
upon all Americans to observe this day with  appropriate ceremonies, activities,
and programs.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-fourth day of
March, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-nine, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-third.

from page 1

THE WHITE HOUSE

GREEK INDEPENDENCE DAY:
A NATIONAL DAY OF CELEBRATION OF

GREEK AND AMERICAN DEMOCRACY, 1999

By the President of The United States of America
A Proclamation

Designating March 25, 1999, as �Greek
Independence Day: A National Day of Cel-
ebration of Greek and American Democ-
racy�. (Agreed to by the Senate)

SRES 50 ATS - 106th CONGRESS
1st Session - S. RES. 50
Designating March 25, 1999, as �Greek

Independence Day: A National Day of Cel-
ebration of Greek and American Democracy�.

In the Senate of the United States
February 25, 1999

Mr. Specter (for Himself, Mr. Biden, Mr.
Abraham, Mrs. Boxer, Mr. Cochran, Mr.
Breaux, Mr. Dodd, Mr. Dewine, Mr. Durbin,
Mr. Domenici, Mr. Edwards, Mr. Fitzgerald,
Mrs. Feinstein, Mr. Grassley, Mr. Hollings,
Mr. Gregg, Mr. Inouye, Mr. Hagel, Mr.
Kennedy, Mr. Lugar, Mr. Kerrey, Mr.
Murkowski, Mr. Kerry, Mr. Roth, Mr. Kohl,
Mr. Sessions, Mr. Lautenberg, Mr. Shelby,
Mr. Levin, Mr. Smith of New Hampshire,
Mr. Lieberman, Mr. Smith of Oregon, Ms.
Mikulski, Ms. Snowe, Mr. Moynihan, Mr.
Stevens, Mrs. Murray, Mr. Thomas, Mr.

The Archbishop�s Response
to President Clinton�s Proclamation

Thank you, Mr. President.

Today, by your Presidential authoriza-
tion, the United States of America recognize,
commemorate, and honor the heroic
struggle for Independence by the People of
Greece.

I am reminded of what President John
F. Kennedy once said, that as members of a
democratic society, �We seek not the world-
wide victory of one nation or system but a
worldwide victory of men.�

That is to say, as people of a common
heritage and vision, we seek the triumph of
those values and ideals that affirm and pro-
mote the welfare of all humanity human
rights, religious liberty, self-determination,
and freedom from oppression and exploita-
tion. These are the values which the Ortho-
dox Church has lived and proclaimed for two
millennia, because we believe that all hu-
manity is created in the image and likeness
of God.  These are the values which inspired
the heroes of the Greek War of Indepen-
dence and before them, the heroes of the

American Revolution.  These are the values
which still inspire the Greek Orthodox Faith-
ful of America to be proud citizens and fer-
vent patriots of our beloved �land of the free�
and �home of the brave.�  These are the
values that this Proclamation, your Procla-
mation, honors today.

In thanking you today, we are mindful
of the conflict and strife that surrounds the
current situation in Kosovo.  Many lives are
now at risk, and we pray that God, in His
providential loving care for all humankind,
will illumine the path of peace and righteous-
ness, so that the force of arms may give way
to the terms of a just and lasting peace.  We
offer our prayers for those who are in harm�s
way: our own American service men and
women, the civilian population, and all those
whose lives have been so afflicted by the
continuing conflict.  Mr. President, may God
grant a speedy answer to all our prayers,
and may he preserve you, our nation, and
our whole world in peace, tranquillity and
mutual respect.

Thank you again.

The U.S. Senate Resolution
Reed, Mr. Thompson, Mr. Reid, Mr. Warner,
Mr. Robb, Mrs. Hutchison, Mr. Rockefeller,
Mr. Hatch, Mr. Sarbanes, Mr. Schumer, Mr.
Torricelli, Mr. Helms, and Mr. Chafee) sub-
mitted the following Resolution; which was
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary
March 18, 1999

RESOLUTION
Designating March 25, 1999, as �Greek

Independence Day: A National Day of Cel-
ebration of Greek and American Democracy�.

Whereas the ancient Greeks developed
the concept of democracy, in which the su-
preme power to govern was invested in the
people;

Whereas the Founding Fathers of the
United States of America drew heavily upon
the political experience and philosophy of
ancient Greece in forming our representa-
tive democracy;

Whereas the founders of the modern
Greek state modeled their government af-
ter that of the United States in an effort to

See SENATE, page  20

WITH ARCHBISHOP Spyridon at the U.S. Capitol
are (from left) United Hellenic American
Congress National Chairman Andrew A.
Athens, who also serves as World Council of
Hellenes Abroad (SAE) president, Archdiocesan
Council Vice Chairman John Catsimatidis and
Andrew E. Manatos, president of the National
Coordinated Effort of Hellenes and creator of
the Greek Independence Day legislation.

AT U.S. SENATE:
His Eminence, flanked by Majority Leader Trent Lott (R-MS) (left) and Minority Leader
Tom Daschle (D-SD), and (from far left) Alexandros Philon; Ambassador of Greece to the
U.S., Grigoris Niotis; Deputy Foreign Minister of Greece,  and Andrew Athens, Andrew
Manatos and John Catsimatidis.

D. Panagos
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Holy Eparchial Synod Issues Encyclical

March 10, 1999

To the Pious and Christ-loving Faithful of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America
In our journey to the Holy Pascha, we, the spiritual fathers of the Greek Orthodox

Archdiocese of America, address this joint encyclical letter to all of you.  We greet you in
the Holy Name of  our Lord Jesus Christ, and we send out this message to each and every
one of  you in the spirit of Christian love, unity and the mutual forgiveness that this Holy
Season of Lent inspires in all of us.

The Holy Season and the spirit of Lent call all the members of our Holy Archdiocese to
reach out to one another in a renewed and reinvigorated spirit of love, unity and forgiveness.

Our message to all is plain and simple:  as your spiritual fathers, we are united in our
commitment to fulfill the command of love that comes to us from our Lord Jesus Christ.
We affirm our Christian love for one another and for the spiritual father of us all, His All
Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew.

As for the problems and the challenges that we may face as the church, we affirm that
we shall do so together sealed into a unity of purpose that will work harmoniously with
respect, dignity and above all, Christian love.

We paternally exhort all our faithful to respond in this spirit of mutual love, consid-
ering the Most Holy Days that lie before us, so that we may all enter into the joy of the
Resurrection with hearts set aglow by the love of God.

We urge all our faithful to be themselves faithful to their vocation in Christ, and
support the unity, mission and ministry of their local Parish, their Diocese, the Archdio-
cese and the Ecumenical Patriarchate.  Whatever challenges we may face, we shall surely
only overcome them if we face them together.

May the love of God, manifest on the Most Precious Cross and the Empty Tomb, so
inspire all of us, that we may enter into the Queen of Feasts, �forgiving even those that hate
us� and chant our hymns of the victory of Life over death.

With paternal love in Christ and blessings for the feast,

___________________________________
ÿ SPYRIDON

   Primate of the Greek Orthodox Church in America

Editor�s Note: This encyclical was issued before the election of the new diocesan bishops
and, therefore, does not include their names.

ANITA POULOS
Position: Management Information

Systems assistant
Duties: Update and maintain Arch-

diocese membership rosters and mail-
ing lists.

Years at Archdiocese: 1
What do you like best about your

job?
�I enjoy interacting with people from

different parishes.�
How does the individual Church

member benefit from your work?
�Church members receive timely mail-
ings of materials from the Archdiocese.�

What are your concerns?
To strive to perform my duties to the

best of my ability to the benefit of the
Church.

Age: 33
Family: husband, James; two children
Residence: Bayside, Queens (14

years); native of New Jersey
Education: Farleigh Dickinson Uni-

versity in New Jersey (two years), at-
tended business school.

Hobbies: Art, doll collecting
Other interests: hiking, reading

Meet
the

Staff

NEW YORK �The Modern Greek lan-
guage Regents exam, which state Education
Department officials decided to eliminate
last fall, has been retained, Archdiocese and
state education officials announced at a
press conference March 24.

The state Education Department re-
versed its decision following intensive ef-
forts initiated by Archbishop Spyridon and
pursued by a blue ribbon committee of
clergy, educators, parochial school and par-
ish representatives who lobbied state offi-
cials in Albany over a period of several
months to reinstate the examination.

The decision means that students who
study Modern Greek will continue to receive
state credit by taking the Regents test, Dr.
Gerald E. DeMauro, coordinator of assess-
ment for the state Department of Education,
said at the press conference.

�This cooperative effort has been most
productive and promises to provide an on-
going avenue for children to continue study
and demonstrate their skills for credit, this
year, and for years to come,� he said.

The test is developed by the Archdio-
cese, which has set up a review board and
appointed independent experts to review the
examination.

Archbishop Spyridon, who sent a letter
to all the faithful of New York in early No-
vember urging them to work to reverse the
state�s decision, expressed his joy on the
eve of Greek Independence Day that the
exam has been reinstituted.

�On behalf of the Greek American com-
munity of our state, I want to thank Dr.
DeMauro and the Board of Education of the
state of New York for their work in bringing
about this arrangement to continue award-
ing Regents credit for worthy students of
Modern Greek,� His Eminence said in his
prepared statement. �The timing of this an-
nouncement could not be more propitious,
coming as it does on this day, the eve of
Greek Independence Day, a day of joy and
pride for all Greek Americans, a day to re-
joice in the marvelous and unique cultural
heritage of our ancestry.

�We know � do we not � that language
is the mother of culture, the bedrock upon
which civilization is built. Language is the
ground where heart and mind meet, it is the
means by which humanity communicates
with itself across the generations.�

The Archbishop continued, �The Board
of Education, by its actions today, has dem-

onstrated once again the commitment of the
state of New York to encourage and pro-
mote the linguistic diversity and cultural rich-
ness of all its citizens.

�I want to commend Dr. DeMauro and
his staff especially for the cooperative and
sensitive spirit in which our recent discus-
sions have been conducted.

�I want to thank them for their open-
ness in this matter, for their willingness to
relate to the community which they serve
as an active partner in the work of the gov-
ernment, and for involving this community
in a serious dialogue about the needs and
concerns of our children and the future.

�When our children receive recognition
and support for mastering the language they
learn in their homes, in their schools and in
their churches, I think it is plain to see that
everyone benefits.

He continued, �… as the spokesman
for the Greek American community of New
York, I want to applaud the achievement
which we announce today.�

Among those attending the news con-
ference were Constantine Galitsis of
Hicksville, N.Y., chairman of the Arch-
diocesan Greek Language Examination Re-
view Board; review board members Dr.
Nicholas Kladopoulos, director of the Arch-
diocese Department of Greek Education;
and Stella Economou, assistant principal of
The Bronx High School of Science; Maria
Makedon, head of the Regents Exam writ-
ing team and deputy director of the Greek
Education Department; and members of the
committee to reinstate the Regents: Fr.
George Stavropoulos, Holy Trinity Church,
Hicksville, N.Y.; Fr. Kim Valasiades, St. Paul�s
Cathedral, Hempstead, N.Y.; attorney James
Comack, chairman of the Archdiocesan
Committee on the Greek Examination;
Petros Vlitas, Sts. Constantine & Helen Par-
ish Council president, Brooklyn; Alex Pritsos,
St. Nicholas Afternoon School Board presi-
dent, Flushing, N.Y.; attorney Charles
Capetanakis, Community School Board Dis-
trict 20 member, Brooklyn; Constantine
Rizopoulos, principal of St. Demetrios High
School, Astoria; and Pauline Alexander, St.
Paul�s Parish Council member, Hempstead.

Other Examination Review Board mem-
bers who were unable to attend are Profes-
sor John A. Rassias of The Rassias Founda-
tion, Dartmouth College, N.H.; Dr. Aristotle
Michopoulos, Hellenic College, and Dr. John
G. Siolas, New York City Board of Education.

NY State Retains Greek Regents Exam

NEW YORK�Telicare, a religious/ecu-
menical television channel available on
Cablevision of Long Island, N.Y., and the
Odyssey Channel, a national cable network,
will both air the Resurrection Service video-
taped in 1998 at St. Nicholas Church in
Flushing.

The Telicare program will air Sunday,
April 18, 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m., on Channel
25 in Nassau and Suffolk countiesof New
York.

Odyssey Channel will air the Resurrec-
tion Service on Easter Sunday, April 11, noon
to 1 p.m. Eastern and Pacific Time, 11am to
noon Central Time. For Mountain Time
check local listings.

Produced by the Office of Television
Ministry (formerly GOTelecom), the  pro-
gram features highlights of Holy Week and
is narrated in English.

Broadcasters to Air Last Year�s
Resurrection Service at Flushing

The Odyssey Channel, a national inter-
faith cable network, is available in more than
35 million homes across the country on over
1,500 cable systems. You many also watch
the Odyssey Channel on PrimeStar direct-
to-home satellite - channel 84 and on C-
Bandsatellite dishes.

Those communities receiving the Od-
yssey Channel should confirm the channel
number with their local cable company.

Communities not receiving the Odys-
sey Channel regularly should contact their
local cable company and urge  them to carry
this special.

For those individuals who have access
to satellite, the Odyssey Channel can be lo-
cated on Satcom C3, Transponder 5.

For more information contact the Of-
fice of Television Ministries at (212) 570-
3588.

___________________________________
ÿ IAKOVOS, Metropolitan of Krinis

and Presiding Hierarch
of the Diocese of Chicago

___________________________________
ÿ ANTHONY, Metropolitan of

Dardanellion and Presiding Hierarch
of the Diocese of San Francisco

___________________________________
ÿ MAXIMOS, Metropolitan of Aenos

and Presiding Hierarch
of the Diocese of Pittsburgh

___________________________________
ÿ ISAIAH, Metropolitan of Proikonisos

and Presiding Hierarch
of the Diocese of Denver

___________________________________
ÿ METHODIOS, Metropolitan of Aneon

and Presiding Hierarch
of the Diocese of Boston
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Christ is risen and life reigns.
Death, where is your sting? Hades, where is your victory?

Dear brethren and beloved children in the Lord,

T oday we are celebrating the recapitulation of all in Christ Jesus through
His radiant Resurrection. The messages from the empty tomb bring salva
tion to the world: Resurrection, light, life and joy! The witnesses of the
Resurrection through the centuries � the Apostles, the Fathers, the Doc-

tors of the Church, the faithful laity � have proclaimed this message throughout the
oikoumene. The hymnographers too have glorified this event:

He ascended the Cross who descended from heaven
To death came Life Immortal

To those in darkness, the True Light
To the fallen, the Resurrection of all.

The Resurrection is light.  This light illuminates and interprets the preceding mys-
teries of the divine economy:  the Manger, the Passion, the Cross, the Burial.  The Resur-
rection teaches us that God did not become human in order to suffer, �but in order to
save humanity through His sufferings.� Therefore, the one �who knows the mystery of
the Cross and Burial also knows the meaning of the previous events,� namely the cause
and the purpose of the Incarnation of the Word. The one �who has been initiated into the
ineffable power of the Resurrection also knows the reason for which God established
everything formerly.� In other words, all these things, in their orderly succession, reveal
the purpose of God�s wonders and His compassionate love. These mysteries revealed to
everyone that �God so loved the world, that He gave His only-begotten Son so that those
who believe in Him might be saved and have eternal life� ( John 3:16).

The life of humanity lay in a tomb without hope.  And it is through this lack of hope
�that sin entered the world, and through sin, death� (Romans 5:12). Nevertheless, the
Lord that loves humankind descended to the lowest places of the earth. He entered vol-
untarily into the very center of death, and there �the gospel was proclaimed even to the
dead� (I Peter 4:6), �saying to those in bondage: �come forth,� and to those in darkness:
�shine forth.� �

Rightly then, boldly and confidently we cry out with our Father among the saints,
John Chrysostom: �Death, where is your sting? Hades

 
where is your victory? Christ is

risen and life reigns.�
Life reigns and grows everywhere like flowers in spring, becoming once again the

sovereign reality and beauty in all things.  The fullness of life.  The treasure of life.  The
grace and richness of life, joy, peace and light!  We Orthodox Christians receive, cel-
ebrate, and experience the Resurrection of Christ in this manner.

For this most grievous wound, Hades was embittered. Thus it was embittered and
abolished.  Thus mocked.  Thus put to death. Thus shackled. Indeed, brethren and be-
loved children in the Lord: Hades was embittered.  It was embittered!

For the Resurrection signifies victory over death. It, therefore, signifies life, the as-
surance of life in God, of life eternal.  He who respects the Risen Christ also respects the
gift of the Resurrection, whose gift is life.  This respect is for life itself. The life of our
fellow human beings. The life of our opponent. The life of our enemy. The life of the
environment. It is to respect life and to endure its tribulations, contemplating everything
in the light of the sweetness of the Resurrection.

However, since sin has greatly abounded, darkening minds and hearts, the hour has
again come when we Orthodox Christians who firmly believe in the Resurrection again
must become witnesses to Christ�s Resurrection (Acts 1:22).

We believe, recognize, and confess the Risen Christ as being the Giver of life. His
Resurrection is life-bearing. The Risen Lord is the bread of life. The Resurrection is the
fountain of living water, which ever flows and richly bestows the gift of grace.

He who is �exceedingly beautiful� rises from the grave and lovingly receives those
who in faith are encompassed by the saving light of His beauty. The Resurrection, there-
fore, is the sure expectation of us all.

Brethren and shining children of the Church: �Let us cleanse our senses and let us
behold, by the transcendent light of the Resurrection, Christ who flashes forth� life and
hope.  And may each of us cry out from the depth of our heart:

Let my life rise up from corruption to you my God!
Christ is Risen!  To Him be the glory to the ages. Amen.

Holy Pascha 1999

í  B A R T H O L O M E W
By the mercy of God Archbishop of Constantinople,

New Rome and Ecumenical Patriarch
To the plenitude of the Church:  Grace, peace and

mercy from the Savior Christ who is risen in glory.

Patriarchal Proclamation
on the Holy Pascha

ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE

 í Bartholomew of Constantinople

Fervent supplicant
to the Risen Christ for all of you
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READ AND SPEAK LANGUAGE LESSONS ON CDROM
GREEK LANGUAGE LESSONS IN ONE CDROM

by George Balanis PhD, MBA
and Toula Balanis AA � AnoTek, Inc.

WRITE TO: AnoTek/G. Balanis 2349 Hill Street, Santa Monica, CA 90405
Tel: (310)450-5027   �  Fax: (310)450-0867  � Email: georgeb@anotek.com

Also avai lable in books i l lustrated with ful l  color pictures.

VISIT: http://www.anotek.com Þëéïò         öüñåìá
 sun dress

If you want to learn Greek quickly and easily, our CDROM courses are for you.
Our Read and Speak Greek CDROM will teach you the Greek language taught in Greek schools today.  This
course covers 6 years of school and teaches Reading, Vocabulary, Pronunciation and Phonetics, Grammar
and Sentence Generation. You will learn the Structure of the Greek language and how it differs from the struc-
ture of English. The new software version (Ver. 2.0) improves the previous version and adds female voice,
more grammar and more dialogs.

� Read and Speak Greek CDROM Ver. 2.0 (6-year course Greek font included) $75.00

A GREATA GREATA GREATA GREATA GREAT

ANYTIMEANYTIMEANYTIMEANYTIMEANYTIME
GIFTGIFTGIFTGIFTGIFT

Üëïãï             ðüëç
horse    city

Our Read and Speak English  CDROM teaches English to Greek speaking people. The course teaches Pro-
nunciation, Vocabulary, Reading and the Basics of Grammar equivalent to about two years of school. All instruc-
tions are in Greek.

 We accept VISA, M/C, AMEX, DISCOVER, CHECKS & MONEY ORDER q Check Box for free catalog

� Read and Speak English CDROM-Step 1 (2-year course Greek font included) $50.00

Card #______________________________________________  Exp. Date: _______/ _____
Product: ________________________________________ X ____ Total $:_______________
Name: ______________________________________________  Phone: _______________
Address:___________________________________________________________________
City __________________________________________ State________ Zip ______________
Your E-mail: ________________________________________________________________

ORDER FORM:   (Please put street and number.  We ship UPS)

ÍÅÁ ÕÏÑÊÇ - ÁÈÇÍÁ
ÊÁÔ� ÅÕÈÅÉÁÍ ÐÔÇÓÅÉÓ ×ÙÑÉÓ ÓÔÁÈÌÏ ÌÅ ÊÁÍÏÍÉÊÁ ÄÑÏÌÏËÏÃÉÁ

699$
AÍÏÉÎÇ-ÖÈÉÍÏÐÙÑÏ

1 Áðñéëßïõ-10 Éïõíßïõ
1 Óåðôåìâñßïõ-31 Ïêôùâñßïõ

+Tax 799$
ÊÁËÏÊÁÉÑÉ

+Tax

ÅÉÄÉÊÅÓ ÔÉÌÅÓ ÊÁÉ ÁÐÏ ÁËËÅÓ ÐÏËÅÉÓ � ÐÁÉÄÉÁ 2-11 ÅÔÙÍ ÐËÇÑÙÍÏÕÍ 25% ËÉÃÏÔÅÑÏ

11 Éïõíßïõ-31 Áõãïýóôïõ

$690
$795
$738
$750
$756
$769
$785
$802
$802
$837
$851
$853
$867
$887
$892
$925

Boston
Philadelphia
Baltimore
Washington
Cleveland/Pittsburgh
Atlanta/Detroit
Chicago
Ft. Lauderdale/Miami
Dallas/Houston
Raleigh/Durham/Orlando/Tampa
Charlotte
W. Palm Beach/New Orleans
Denver
Salt Lake City
L.Á./San Francisco/San Diego/Seattle
Phoenix/Portland

ÁÍÏÉÎÇ-ÖÈÉÍÏÐÙÑÏ
Boston
Philadelphia
Pittsburgh
Baltimore/Washington/Detroit
Cleveland
Chicago/Raleigh/Durham
Richmond/Norfolk/ Charlotte
Ft. Lauderdale/Miami/Orlando
Tampa
Houston/Minneapolis/St. Louis
Denver/Oklahoma City
Salt Lake City
W. Palm Beach
L.A./San Francisco/Seattle/San Diego
Phoenix

ÊÁËÏÊÁÉÑÉ
$860
$885
$940
$953
$963
$956
$990
$1,000
$1,010
$1,020
$1,032
$1,042
$1,050
$1,080
$1,120

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Religious Education Climate Survey

Third of three parts
We received 213 responses of the 233 parishes contacted about our religious educa-

tion survey on the question concerning educational workshops.
One hundred and twenty eight reported that they conduct religious education workshops.
Table 10 shows the frequency of these workshops. Forty percent of the respondents

said they do not conduct instructional workshops for their teachers.
Two hundred twenty six parishes re-

sponded to a question on the existence of
parish youth choirs.

Unfortunately, only 69 parishes an-
swered �yes;� they have a youth choir, and
157 communities do not. Sixty-one parishes
have a total of 530 boys involved in choir,
and 63 parishes have 194 girls in choir.

Two hundred thirteen parishes have a

Occurrence      Parishes
Once a year          40
Twice a year          24
Monthly          12
Four times a year          8
Every two months          3
Other          5

TABLE 10: Religious Education Workshops

combined total of 4,029 acolytes. The mean average number of acolytes per parish is 19.
Table 11 summarizes pertinent information concerning acolyte training, the St. John

Chrysostom Oratorical Festival, summer educational programs and DOXA membership.

Adult Program Information
The adult portion of the survey was not completed by all respondents. Table 12 re-

ports the tabulated data concerning a variety of Adult Religious Education programs on the
parish level.

Significantly, although the majority of parish ministries and organizations are admin-
istered by volunteers, only sixteen percent (16 percent) report that they conduct volunteer
training classes!

When asked if their parish conducts spiritual retreats the following responses were
received: 120 adults (51 percent), 175 teens (75 percent), and 150 children- (64 percent).

Responses indicate that there are a total of 3,042 adults who attend adult catechetical
programs in their parishes. It is interesting to note that there are 3,827 adults who attend
parish Bible classes. Table 13 reports the demographic breakdown.

Curriculum Information
The first question asked in the curricu-

lum section of the RECS concerns the de-
gree to which the parish is satisfied with the
current Sunday School Curriculum.  Accord-
ing to the data,  52 percent of the parishes
responding to the RECS are �moderately sat-
isfied� with the existing curriculum. Less
than 25 percent are �not satisfied.� Table
14 outlines the responses received.

Asked to describe the major strengths
of the current Sunday School Curriculum,
responses clustered around the lower grade
levels. Table 15 summarizes the opinions
received.

Program              Men          Women       Total
Catechetical    1,317 (43%)   1,725 (57%)  3,042
Bible Study     1,402 (37%)   2,425 (63%)  3,827

TABLE 13: Adult Attending Parish
Religious Educational Programs

       Program Total Answers     (Yes)    (No)
� Catechetical Program         230 163 (71%) 67(29%)
for Adults
� Adult Bible Study         220 167 (76%) 53 (24%)
� Education Classes         228 187 (82%) 41 (18%)
for aspiring converts
� Leadership Training classes         218 115 (53%) 102 (47%)
for Parish Council nominees
� Ministry Training classes         219 35 (16%) 184 (84%)
for parish volunteers
� Parish Church Library         225 153 (68%) 72 (32%)
� Parish Religious Book Store         224 159 (71%) 65 (29%)
� Religious Education Program       221 38 (17%) 183 (83%)
for adults during the summer

TABLE 12: Adult Religious Edication Programs

TABLE 14: Opinion on Existing Curriclum

Opinion              Respondents   Perentage
Satisfied         87          (38%)
Moderately Satisfied       120          (52%)
Not Satisfied         23          (10%)

Parish Program  # of Parishes          Yes                                      No
Acolyte Training         213     154 (72%)  61(28%)
Parish participates in the St. John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival.

        223    150 (67%) 73 (33%)
Summer Bible Camp         221     101 (46%) 120 (54%)
Instructors in the Archdiocesan Teachers Association (DOXA)

        217      73 (35%)                 134 (65%)
Education programs for youth during the summer

        226      38 (17%)                 188 (83%)

TABLE 11: Miscellaneous Educational Programs

Major Strength          Number of Respondents
Grades K-5 Curriculum (format/hymns and songs) 40
Dedication of our Sunday School Teachers 38
Age appropriate in content, information & spiritual development 30
Good mixture of information about our Faith, etc. 15
Easy for teachers to follow 17
Using materials that are truly Orthodox in content 14
Covers the fundamentals of our Faith 15
Teachers guides well organized and very helpful 8
Has continuity and is easy to prepare to teach 8

TABLE 15: Major Strengths of Current Curriculum

See RELIGIOUS EDUCATION page 20
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RETIRED CLERGY

Three clergymen were having  similar
problems in their churches - bats flying
around. One  tried shooting them, but the
only thing that happened there, was he made
holes in the ceiling. The other minister gath-
ered them in a bag and drove them far away.
However, before he returned to his church,
the bats were already back. The third cler-
gyman, probably a Greek Orthodox priest,
said, �The way I got rid of the bats is that I
baptized them all! That way I would see
them only at Christmas and Easter!�

Friendship through The Years

by Fr Nicholas L. Vieron

A while back I  visited a dying friend of
mine in Houston. When I returned to my
parish in Memphis I shared the following
story with my people.

Last Monday I drove to Houston
to visit a boyhood friend. You see,
I haven�t always been an old
priest. Once I was young, too.
I had boyhood friends, just as
all young kids have.  In New
Orleans where I grew up three
of us were very close -
throughout grammar school
and high school. Ernest Giano-
poulos was my closest friend. He
was now dying from cancer in a
Texas hospital. I had to see him before he
died. For, although I am his son�s godfather,
time and space had separated us for many
years. But, we were close when we were
young...as close as two teen age boys could
be.

Therefore, when his wife called....I im-
mediately went.

We recalled our boyhood days. Ernest
was the Greek School teacher�s son (he had
to overcome that!). We both loved sports. I
remembered how high he could jump. In
basketball he would always get the re-
bounds. It would frustrate me. �But Nick,�
he recalled, �you could always run faster!�
We ran about one and half miles to school
every day. We use to make it in exactly 14
minutes! We both recalled that. No such
thing as car pools in those days. We use to
jog long before it became vogue; long be-
fore Adidas and Nike became stylish. We
talked about our parents - about his elegant
dad who taught Greek - about my mother,
and especially about my grandmother
whom, one day in the back yard, we almost
shot with a real arrow! Ernest went home
early that day.

But, above all, we remembered how we
had served in the altar together - we espe-
cially loved  serving during Holy Week and
Easter  in America�s very first Greek Ortho-
dox Church. We fondly recalled our old
priest, Father Bouterakos. We say �old� yet
at the time he was probably no more than
sixty-five  - our present age!  We loved be-
ing in his company even though when he
would take us on an outing, breakfast on a
day of fasting consisted of breath mints that
were called...Sen-Sen. We laughed about
that and about other things, too - some
things we did in the altar - behind his back.

Then, my friend received Holy Com-

munion. It was as if we were playing �priest
and church� just as we had done when we
were little boys...except that now the game
of life was for real, and he was dying. I stayed
in Houston two days. When I saw Ernest for
the last time, we again prayed. I told him he
must pretend I was Fr Bouterakos. As I held
his hand, he forced mine to his lips and kissed
it. It�s no big deal, if I may say so with rever-
ence, for a priest to have his hand kissed. It
comes with the territory. However, when his
lips touched my hand I felt something I shall
never forget - two boys who all of a sudden
had grown old, and...were not playing games
any more. We were writing the end of a chap-
ter in our lives....together, and...in love.

As I turned to leave I looked at my friend
again. I knew it might be the last time I would
see him alive on this earth. Ernest died the

next week.
From that hospital I went to

another hospital  in Houston
where moments earlier a
young mother from Memphis
by the name of Margaret
Taras Totin had just given
birth to her second child. I
offered a prayer there, also.

Again, tears filled the eyes of
the parents and grandparents

who were present.
I share this with you, not to solicit sym-

pathy for my friend, nor to make an an-
nouncement about a birth. I mention this to
draw your attention to two seemingly dif-
ferent rooms - but...with great similarities.

In one room, an old man (old to some,
a young boy to me) was dying. In the other,
a child is born. So different, yet so similar.

I could sense a bit of fear and appre-
hension in both rooms. There was hope, too.
Hope of a new life on earth in one, hope for
eternal life in the other. And, of course, there
were tears in both rooms.

But, above all, there was The Presence
of God!  I could feel Him with my friend
Ernest there in his hospital room as he re-
ceived Holy Communion for the last time.
Of course, He was there again when Mar-
garet gave birth to her son.

The lessons from these two encounters
may be many. For the moment, I focus on
personal friendships...on how  we need each
other  in our sorrow and in our joy.  God
speaks to us through each other.  God cer-
tainly  spoke to me through Ernest.

People have many  reasons that bring
them together, but the most important rea-
son is the Lord Whom  we worship and
adore....together. The friends we have in
high school, in fraternities, will probably be
forgotten, but the friends we have in our
Church will last a life time.

Our Faith unites us to each other and
to God.

My story today may become  someone
else�s story  tomorrow. Therefore, let�s stay
in touch with each other, and....let�s stay in
touch with Him!

Write to Fr Nicholas L. Vieron, RCA
Epistle editor - Pastor Emeritus of The

Annunciation Church - 573 N. Highland
- Memphis, TN 38122 (901) 323-9530

NEW YORK - ATHENS

$438
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One way + Tax

Round trip + Tax

APRIL
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One way + Tax

Round trip + Tax
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MIAMI ..................................... $569 - 989
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ORLANDO .............................. $569 - 979
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*Restrictions apply. Rates are subject to change.
Other U.S. cities available. Child fares available.

TOLL FREE PHONE: (800) 272-7600

NEW YORK CITY
551 Fifth Avenue

New York, NY 10176
(212) 599-2727

LONG ISLAND
101 Broadway

Hicksville, NY 11801
(516) 822-7900

FLORIDA
100 S.Biscayne Blvd.

Miami, FL 33131
(305) 374-9600
(800) 467-2500

ATHENS
Paparigopoulou 3
Athens, Greece

324-5926

BRAZIL
Rio De Janeiro
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EDITORIAL

O P I N I O N S

L E T T E R SL E T T E R S

The Light of Pascha

Over the years we have run stories from
the western states on a regular basis. We had
a full page of coverage in the March issue on
the Folk Dance Festival, the first issue after
the event, as we did last year. - editor

Cyprus� problems

Editor,
One can locate more than one source

on the island of Cyprus, the stepping stone
to 3 continents. If one is also interested on
the spirituality or more precisely the mo-
nasticism in Cyprus, all one has to do is lo-
cate on the web http://home.rmci.net/fr-d-
serfes/orthodox/, click on the sidebar where
it says Orthodox spirituality and then when
one is on the sight click on �Monasticism in
Cyprus� and one can get a history of the
past, the present and future outcome on the
Turkish/Islamic stranglehold on the Greek
Island of Cyprus.

Whether the problem started with a few
fed up revolutionaries vs. the populace left
in the dark to deal with the Turkish soldiers
doing lots of aforementioned damage or
how the heck did Mohammed get promoted
to Apostle of God when those who died for
the Orthodox Faith because they saw
Mohammedism as lead, are they no longer
martyrs or saints because they wouldn�t
embrace Islam or is this a smokescreen for
the Turkish government to promote it�s
lynch mob/inquisition on the remaining Cyp-
riot population?

And if Cyprus gets tired of being cor-
nered like a trapped animal when will the
Russian missiles be fired at Turkey? How
much more disrespect does Cyprus have to
take in the name of the Turkish government?

Vasiliki Cheryl (Heffner) Barrowman
Oakland, Calf.

Editor,
I am pleased to see that there is a pub-

lication which attempts to cover news across
the Archdiocese; however, I feel that the
Orthodox Observer places greater empha-

Cover the West

W hen you�re young, you
tend to take the beauty of
the Orthodox Liturgy and

the rich traditions of the Church for
granted.

But as you mature, you find yourself
evaluating this precious heritage, and truly
realize its inestimable worth.

Pascha is a time for renewal and a time
of the year when the faithful are drawn to
their churches in great numbers. The fun-
damental need to experience the spiritual
joy of life renewed is compelling indeed.

The passing of the Light of Life from
candle to candle, and the joy that overflows
the church at that triumphant moment �
�Christos Anesti!� - the voices in unison sing-
ing the hymn of the resurrection, and after
the Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom,
the unique experience of walking home with
the flickering flame of the �lambada� cupped
in our hand, so as not to lose it to a gust of
wind. The light is fragile. It takes an effort as
you guard against the wind to protect the
precious flame.

On Sunday morning, the myrrh-bear-
ing women run to the life-giving tomb. And
just as from time immemorial, until the
ages to come, all the eyes of mankind look
to that Tomb which received the life, the
light and the truth so that mankind beholds
the martyrdom of the inner empty Tomb,
all tragic events would be engulfed by the
bright light. All would be engulfed by the
splendor of the resurrection � the trium-
phal victory of life over death. It is this tri-

umph that comes from the empty Tomb
that the gift of God emanates and which
mankind receives, having ascended the
steps of Golgotha and finally chanting tri-
umphantly the resurrection hymn: �Christ
is Risen from the dead...�

Today�s feast of feasts and celebra-
tion of celebrations is a day of joy and tri-
umph. It is a day of joy for the entire Chris-
tian world, and especially for Orthodoxy
which, more than any other church or
denomination, revolves its life and thought
around the event of the Resurrection of
the Lord.

But the resurrection of the Lord does
not have significance for Christians only.
It concerns all people because it is con-
cerned with the most basic, most existen-
tial problem of man everywhere at all
times. The resurrection of the Lord pro-
claims to everyone  that destruction and
death do not have the final word in exist-
ence, that the cross, depravation and pain,
the humiliation and the oppression of the
strong over the weak, of the many over
the few, does not have the last word in
history; that beyond every cross and ev-
ery tomb there is resurrection and life.

Let us take time out from our daily
routine to keep that candle lit and the flame
flowing. Let us assure the future of the
Light of Life and sustain the joy of Pascha,
with its message of fulfillment, of spiritual
growth and resurrection, not just at
Pascha, but throughout the liturgical year.

Christos Anesti!

Editor,
I am writing to express my sincere thanks

and appreciation to you, for your newspaper�s
excellent article on the Greek schools of our
Archdiocese. In it, you also included an ex-
cellent report on the day and afternoon
schools of the Church of Transfiguration in
Corona, N.Y., as well as a photo of our stu-
dents. It was truly an honor for our entire
community to be mentioned in your news-
paper and we convey our gratitude.

My parishioners and myself look for-
ward to reading the Orthodox Observer
each month, and we commend you and your
staff for your excellent work.

V. Rev. Dr. Cleopas Stongylis
Corona, N.Y.

Appreciates coverage

ÄÄÄ

sis on the Midwestern and eastern part of
the United States.

For example, a major event which re-
ceived little or no recognition was the an-
nual Greek Folk Dance Festival in the San
Francisco Diocese.  Over 3,000 Greek Or-
thodox Christians gathered in Ontario, Cali-
fornia,  to celebrate our religion and culture.
No event of this kind compares to its mag-
nitude and scope in the Western hemi-
sphere!  Those who have attended would
know what I mean.

Orthodoxy is alive and well on the West
Coast! Don�t forget that there are Orthodox
Christians on the West coast and we are put-
ting out many exciting events, programs, and
more. Please give us more opportunities to
inform our fellow Orthodox Christians across
the Archdiocese what we are doing!

Paraskevi D. Contos
Long Beach, Calif.

To the Reverend Clergy, the Monks and Nuns, the Parish Councils of the Greek Or-
thodox Communities, the Greek Day and Afternoon Schools, the Philoptochos Sisterhoods,
the Greek Organizations and Societies, the Youth, and all devout Christians of the Holy
Archdiocese of America

�When they who were with Mary came, anticipating the dawn, and found the stone
rolled away from the sepulchre, they heard from the Angel: Why seek ye among the dead, as
though He were mortal man, Him Who abideth in everlasting light? Behold the grave-
clothes. Go quickly and proclaim to the world that the Lord is risen, and hath put death to
death. For He is the Son of God, Who saveth the race of man�

(Hypakoë of the Sunday of Pascha).

Beloved Spiritual Children in Christ,
Christ is Risen!
At our midnight Paschal vigil we gather as one family seeking the dawning of a new

day. We gather as friends and neighbors, as parishes and communities, as young men and
women, as mature adults and children. We gather as beloved brothers and sisters, as the
dear children of God. In the depths of the night we come together, as did the Myrrh-
bearing women so many centuries ago. Together we seek the place where our Lord can be
found. And like the Holy Myrrh-Bearers of old, we ask ourselves this question:

�Who will roll away the stone for us?�
The Lord Jesus Christ had no need for the stone to be rolled away from the mouth of

His tomb. He Who controlled the wind and the waves (cf. Mark 4:37), He Who could
enter the upper room of the disciples though the doors were shut (John 20:19), He Who
could not be held even by the bonds of death (cf. Acts 2:24)�He surely had no need for
the stone to be removed.

Rather, the tomb lies open for our sake. The stone was rolled away so that we could
enter the place where His Spotless Body was laid out, where we could enter and behold
the vacant crypt and the folded grave-clothes. The door of the tomb was opened so that
we could see for ourselves the Truth of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.
Even today, though we live in a time and place many miles and many centuries removed
from that blessed Sunday morning so long ago�we also desire to behold the evidence of
our Saviour�s triumph over death.

�Who will roll away the stone for us?�
We live in an age of cynicism and despair, an age in which the sway of philosophical

and moral materialism has spread across the globe. We live in a time of deep uncertainty
and insecurity, a time when the power of mass destruction rests in the hands of so many
aggressors. We live in an era of spiritual apathy, when the traditional expressions of faith
and piety are perceived as unhealthy and even dangerous, an era when humanity yearns to
hear novel things from self-appointed teachers of so-called wisdom (cf. II Tim. 4:3, I Tim.
6:20). We live in a culture of death, a society in which abortion and euthanasia are digni-
fied with the name of �rights� and those who oppose the taking of innocent lives are
deemed intolerant and unjust. We live in an atmosphere of doubt and distrust, of self-love
and self-interest.

�Who will roll away the stone for us?�
Who will show us the way to a higher life, the way to a transcendent mode of exist-

ence? Who will show us the triumph of love and life? Who will lead us in the way of true
joy and lasting happiness? Who will display for us the tokens of the Resurrection, the
incontrovertible proofs of the unconditional love of God, the unimpeachable evidence of
eternal life, which will inspire us and embolden us to traverse the path of repentance,
renunciation, and self-sacrifice.

�Who will roll away the stone for us?�
It was the holy angels, the messengers of the Lord�s Resurrection, who removed the

stone on that glorious Pascha morning so many years ago. We also have angels today,
messengers of God who remove from our hearts the stones of doubt, of fear, and of
egotism. These angels, together with the saints, open the way for our minds and spirits
and bodies, so that we too may experience for ourselves the power and glory of the Resur-
rection. We have our beloved communities, the many people around us in the Church
who, through loving relationships and the witness of their life proclaim the Resurrection,
the new life in Christ�our parents and priests, grandmothers and grandfathers, godpar-
ents and teachers, and the many other men and women who have shown the way of love
and forgiveness.

Through their ministry to us, we enter into the place where the angels beckon. It is in
the empty tomb, where our fears are allayed, our doubts are vanquished, our faith is
strengthened, and our joy is fulfilled. Forgiven by Christ, we find the power to forgive.
Loved by Christ, we find the power to love. For when the stone has been rolled away from
our hearts, then we find the proof of Christ�s Resurrection, in the life that He lives in us (cf.
Gal. 2:20). Let us give thanks from hearts full of joy and gratitude, for all in the Church who
have ministered to us faithfully in love. Let us give thanks for one another, embracing one
another as brothers and sisters in Christ, our immortal King and God.

�Christ is risen from the dead, by death destroying death; and to those in the
tombs bestowing life!�

Truly the Lord is Risen!

Archbishop�s Easter Encyclical
Pascha 1999

With paternal blessings in Christ,

ARCHBISHOP OF AMERICA
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Ionian Village

55 East 59th Street (17th floor) � New York, New York 10022

Tel: (212)753-1100 � E-mail: HOMERIC@aol.com

For reservations and information contact:

NATIONWIDE TOLL FREE: 1-800-223-5570

30 Year Anniversary Celebration Specials

Children $599-659 � ONE-WAY: $329-429 � Taxes are additional
Add  $60 for returns between August 15 to September 15, 1999

HOMERIC TOURS PRESENTS ... THE BEST  SUMMER AIRFARES

RUSH, BOOK NOW!!!
GREAT SAVINGS !  GREAT SAVINGS !

NON-STOP FLIGHTS TO/FROM ATHENS VIA WORLD AIRWAYS WIDE BODY MD-11

$

From 599 699To

cessation of all hostilities, but it requires that
both sides in the conflict take action to al-
low for a return to the process of negotia-
tion.�

The Archbishop further stated to Presi-
dent Milosevic: �Let your counterparts know
of your willingness to allow the holy days of
our blessed Orthodox Faith to be an oppor-
tunity for peace and cessation of violence
on all sides. Together with all the Orthodox
People of America, we are ready and willing
to be of any and all assistance to bring peace
and stability to your people.�

In a another letter to his Beatitude Pa-
triarch Pavle, Archbishop of Pec, Metropoli-
tan of Belgrade and Karlovac and Patriarch
of Serbia, the Archbishop wrote of his ef-
forts.

�With great sadness for the current turn
of events and the suffering of your Christ-
loving people, I express to Your Beatitude
the support and the prayers of the Greek
Orthodox People of America during this time
of great trial and human suffering.

�We earnestly pray for peace and for a
return to the process of negotiated settle-
ment in place of the destruction caused by
the weapons of war. I have written both to
President Clinton and President Milosevic,
urging them to consider the Holy Season of
our Lord Jesus Christ�s Passion, Burial and
Resurrection as a sign from God to restrain
all military violence and return to a political
and diplomatic settlement. It is our most
fervent prayer that the mercy and life that
dawns from the All-Holy Tomb of our Risen
Lord will enlighten all sides to seek peace
and pursue with all diligence and sincerity.
During this difficult hour, please be assured
of our unceasing supplications on your be-
half and for our constructive efforts in help-
ing to put an end to the force of violence as
a means to peace.�

Initial response
When the NATO air strikes against Yu-

goslavia first began, Archbishop Spyridon is-
sued the following statement to the media.

�It is with great sadness and regret that
we witness the deterioration of the conflict
resolution in Kosovo to the force of arms
and the use of destructive weapons.

As Orthodox Christians, we cannot help
but deplore the use of violence to achieve
political settlements.

We must expend every effort and pray
that diplomatic and peaceful measures will
speedily replace the weapons of war as
means of persuasion.

We pray for our fellow American citi-
zens who are serving in the armed forces
and for our fellow Orthodox Christians in
Serbia.

We pray for all the victims of this con-
flict, the refugees, the displaced and the dis-
possessed. We pray for a peaceful solution
to the conflict that will respect the dignity
and value of every human life, regardless of
their beliefs or ethnicity.

We pray that God will imbue our lead-
ers with the wisdom and the will to find the
way to peace, resolution and common pur-
pose.

I call upon all Orthodox Christians and
all people of good will to pray for a speedy
return to the process of negotiation and
peaceful settlement, and for the protection
of human life.�
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew,

other Orthodox leaders react
Several other key leaders of the Ortho-

dox world, as well, have issued statements
appealing for a cessation of hostilities.

Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, in
a statement on March 29, stated �I, Patri-
arch Bartholomew, in the name of God who
loves mankind, in the name of the human

race, in the name of civilization, at this sea-
son of the religious feast of the Muslims,
the Easter of the Roman Catholics and Prot-
estants, the Passover of the Jews and the
Pascha of the Orthodox, on bended knees
fervently appeal from the tormented depths
of my heart to all world government lead-
ers, to military commanders and to those
armed forces throughout the world, that
they cease fire immediately and perma-
nently. We beseech them to use mutual
understanding and mutual concession to
resolve peacefully their regional, interna-
tional and worldwide disputes, in order that
the peace of God and mercy. Amen.�

Russian Orthodox
In a statement by the head of the Rus-

sian Orthodox Church, Patriarch Alexy ap-
pealed �to the heads of NATO member
states and to the leaders of the North Atlan-
tic Alliance itself to prevent the use of mili-
tary force against the sovereign Republic of
Yugoslavia, since it can provoke an inevi-
table escalation of hostilities in the very heart
of Europe.

�I also call upon the parties to the
Kosovo conflict , both the Serbs and the Al-
banians, to gather themselves up and stop
the bloodshed, to lay down arms and begin
building peaceful life with justice on the basis
of mutual agreements and respect for each
other�s civil rights and religious views.�

Archbishop of Greece
Archbishop of Athens and All Greece

Christodoulos said in his recent statement,
�The continued blind violence must be
avoided at all costs, especially war, which only
brings destruction and death. This has been
proven time and time again throughout his-
tory as only a temporary solution. Violence
and war must be avoided at all costs, because,
besides all the catastrophe caused, it brings
loss of human life, which each of these lives,
according to our Savior and Lord of Peace,
Jesus Christ, is priceless and unique�We
should not enter the 21st century with an-
other bloody war in Europe, which would
mean, besides all the other reasons, a bank-
ruptcy of values and institutions.�

Patriarch of Alexandria
Patriarch Petros VII, in his appeal to stop

the air strikes against the Serbs said �the
enforcement of peace, never will bring peace
amongst the nations. The only way is
through honest discussions and just a po-
litical solution. All men, either as Political of
Religion (sic) Leaders or as simple civilians,
are awaiting the rising of the�third millen-
nium of Christendom. Are we going to wel-
come the year 2000 with wars, with the
shedding of human blood, wit the slaughter
of innocent infants and children, women and
defenseless human beings?

Let the slaughter of Abel come to an
end! Let us stop watering the Earth with
human blood. Are not so many previous
wars enough? Have not the rulers and those
in power come to their senses?�

Church of Albania Holy Synod
The Holy Synod of the Orthodox

Autocephalous Church of Albania issued the
following statement on March 29:

�We wholeheartedly participate in the
pain of those who are suffering because of
injustice and violence due to the crisis in
Kosova. We are not in a position to make
eloquent speeches or easy statements in this
extremely difficult situation. But, interceding
daily �for those who hate us and those who
love us,� we humbly pray to the God of truth
and love to perform His miracle to that peace
and justice prevail over our troubled area. We
have already helped on a large scale and are
continuously working to the best of our abil-
ity for the relief of the refuges of the conflict
who take refuge in Albania.�

Archbishop Spyridon, Religious
Leaders React to Kosovo Crisis
from page 1
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REL AT ING TO FA I TH

Ordinations

To Priesthood:
Rev. Presbyter Tilemahos Alikakos, Arch-

bishop Spyridon-Holy Trinity, Indianapo-
lis, IN - 3/7/99

Rev. Presbyter Demetrios Kordaris, Met-
ropolitan Iakovos of Krinis-St. Mary�s,
Minneapolis, MN - 3/7/99

To Diaconate:
Rev. Deacon Tilemahos Alikakos, Met-

ropolitan Iakovos of Krinis-St. Demetrios,
Chicago, IL - 2/28/99

Assignments:
Rev. Protopresbyter Alexander G.

Leondis-Sts. Constantine & Helen, Or-
ange, NJ - 12/1/98

Rev. Protopresbyter John Alexandrou-St.
John the Theologian, Tenafly, NJ - 12/1/98

V. Rev. Archimandrite Ambrosios Bit-
ziadis-Kimisis Tis Theotokou, Brooklyn, NY
- 12/1/98

Rev. Presbyter Demetrios Kordaris-St.
Demetrios, Jamaica, NY - 12/20/98 (Assis-
tant)

Rev. Presbyter Tilemahos Alikakos-As-
sumption, Chicago, IL - 3/15/99 (Assistant)

Rev. Presbyter James Iliou-Holy Trinity,
Clearwater, FL - 1/1/99 (Assistant)

V. Rev. Archimandrite Sylvester Berberis-
Assumption, Port Jefferson, NY - 3/1/99

Rev. Presbyter Demetrios Kavouras-Holy
Trinity, Port Charlotte, FL - 3/1/99

Rev. Protopresbyter Nicholas Kouvaris-
Holy Cross, Whitestone, NY - 3/1/99

Rev. Presbyter Michael G. Monos-An-
nunciation, Akron, OH - 1/1/99 (Assistant)

Offikia
The office of ECONOMOS was be-

stowed upon Father James Chakalos, St.
Demetrios, Perth Amboy, NJ - Archbishop
Spyridon - 10/25/98

The office of ECONOMOS was be-
stowed upon Father Michael B. Johnson,
St. Nicholas, Tacoma, WA-Metropolitan
Anthony of Dardanellion - 3/28/98

The office of ECONOMOS was be-
stowed upon Father Peter Papanikolaou,
Holy Trinity, Wilmington, DE-Archbishop
Spyridon - 2/8/99

The office of PROTOPRESBYTER was
bestowed upon Father Christos Matos, St.
Nicholas, Corpus Christi, TX-Metropolitan
Isaiah of Proikonisou - 2/21/99

Retired:
Very Rev. Archimandrite Ernest Blou-

gouras, St. John the Theologian, Tenafly,
NJ - 12/1/98

Rev. Protopresbyter Steven M. Sari-
giannis, Kimisis Tis Theotokou, Pough-
keepsie, NY - 2/1/99

Rev. Presbyter Spyridon Kavvadias, St.
George, Dekalb, IL - 3/1/99

Rev. Economos Nicholas Despotides, St.
George, Bethesda, MD - 1/21/99

CLERGY  UPDATE

Holy Week is the most important and
meaningful week of the entire Church year.
It is a week when we relieve the entire Pas-
sion of Christ. When the Orthodox Church
celebrates an event in the life of our Lord it
does not simply commemorate it. It relives
it so that we may experience it for ourselves,
bringing the past into the present.

It is significant that Holy Week begins
with Christ resurrecting Lazarus from the
dead. Lazarus, the friend of Jesus, represents
each one of us, for we are all friends of the
Lord. With Lazarus resurrection, �death be-
gins to tremble.� Thus Holy Week begins, a
duel between life and death, a duel that ends
with the final victory of life over death on
Easter Sunday.

On Palm Sunday, we identify ourselves
with the people of Jerusalem. We are there!
With palms in our hands we greet Christ and
confess Him to be our King. We signify our
readiness to take up the Cross and follow Him,
making Him Lord and Master of our lives.

Throughout the services of the first
three evenings of Holy Week (Sunday, Mon-
day and Tuesday), we follow Christ as he
cleanses the temple, answers the questions
of His enemies, and gives His final teach-
ings and commandments to His disciples.
We sing and recite the hymn which calls on
us to prepare for His coming. �Behold the
Bridegroom comes in the midst of the night,
and blessed is the servant whom He shall
find watching...�

On Wednesday evening Christ�s heal-
ing power anoints us at the service of Holy
Unction, and on Holy Thursday morning we
commemorate Christ�s instituting the Sac-
rament of Holy Communion at the Last Sup-
per. We stand with the Lord in the supper
room as He directs to us the same words
He spoke to His disciples: �Take, eat, this is
my Body, broken for your sins... Drink ye
all of it, this is my blood...�

On the evening of Holy Thursday,
twelve Gospel readings tell the entire story
of our Lord�s suffering and death. After the
fifth Gospel lesson, the Cross is carried by

Reliving Christ�s Passion through Holy Week
our priest in procession around the church
and then placed in the center for us to ven-
erate. �Today, He who suspended the land
in the midst of the waters is hung upon the
Cross.� Our reliving of Christ�s agony on
the Cross is suffused with hope, however,
and we look forward with joy to the glory of
His Resurrection.

The next day some of us help to adorn
the Epitaphion with flowers. We participate
in the service called Apokathilosis, when the
body of Christ is taken down from the Cross
and wrapped in a white shroud. Do we feel
the pain of His mother, Panagia, as she
cradles the body of her Son in her arms?
The icon of the Epitaphion is placed in the
symbolic tomb and, that evening, holding
lighted candles, we gather round the tomb
to sing lamentations expressing our grief,
and our belief that He descended to Hades
to abolish the power of Satan and conquer
death. The hope and joy of the anticipated
resurrection permeates our grief with the
radiance of an unwaning light.

The first heralding of the resurrection
is the scattering of flower petals throughout
the church on Holy Saturday morning. We
shall soon enter a new era, a new age, as
the old day passes into the new and death
is pierced, destroyed, annihilated by the bril-
liant light of His sacrifice and our undying
faith. We sing the triumphant hymn �Christ
is risen from the dead. By His death He con-
quered Death, and to those in the tombs
He has bestowed eternal life.� The tomb is
now empty, but our hearts are full.

Holy Week can be a life-changing time
for every Orthodox Christian. We hear
Christ�s final words to us. We witness His
betrayal. We stand with Him before Pilate.
We witness His scourging. We see Him as
He carries the heavy Cross to Golgotha. We
see and hear the nails being driven into His
hands and we realize that ours are the sins
that have led Him to this final agony. Ours
are the sins that drive the nails into His hands
and feet. It was neither the Jews nor the
Romans who crucified Him. It was our sins.
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PhiloptochosThe Voice of

My Beloved Sisters in Christ,
I want to welcome all of you to the

Cathedral of the Holy Trinity for your meet-
ings this week.

It gives me great paternal joy and satis-
faction to see your faces once again, to wor-
ship with all of you, to speak with you, and
to be a witness to the great work of love
that is accomplished by the Philoptochos
Society of our Holy Archdiocese of America.

How appropriate it is that you, our Na-
tional Philoptochos Board, should be meet-
ing in the Church of the Holy Trinity!  For in
many ways, the beloved Philoptochos Sis-
terhood of our Church is a living icon of the
Holy Trinity.

As a Sisterhood in Christ, you enjoy the
blessedness of true love for one another, as
fellow members of the family of God and
fellow members of the body of Christ.

As a Sisterhood in Christ, you enjoy the
blessedness of true community and fellow-
ship with one another, as equal partners in
the work of our Lord and as co-laborers with
the Holy Spirit and with one another (cf. II
Cor. 6:1).

As a Sisterhood in Christ, you enjoy the
blessedness of true service to others, bring-
ing them into our community of love through
your acts of kindness, generosity, and mercy.

This, in a few words, is the mission of
the Philoptochos.

You are truly called to be an icon of the
Holy Trinity in this great nation of ours.

You are called to reflect the glory and
grace of God throughout your parishes and
communities.

You are called to be the arms of the
Father that embrace the needy, you are
called to be the hands of the Son that heal
the suffering, you are called to be the mouth
of the Holy Spirit that proclaims peace and
good news to all those who are weary and
heavy-laden (cf. Matt. 11:28).

As your archbishop and spiritual father,
I charge you now with love:

As you meet in these Cathedral pre-
cincts that are dedicated to the name of the
Holy Trinity, so now fulfill your calling to
that Holy Name.

In love, in unity, in mutual respect and
in peace, work with one another for the sal-
vation and benefit of humanity.

Strive with one another to honor the
icon of the Holy Trinity, by truly being a liv-
ing image of our Triune God�the God of
peace and love.

May our great God and King bless your
meetings, your holy work, and your Sister-
hood today, tomorrow, and forever.

NATIONAL BOARD members (from left) Demetra Safiol, Catherine Andriotis, Dolly
Demetris, Eve Condakes, Diane Poulos Harpell, Athena Georgotas and Bess Drogaris.

Metropolitan Diocese
Board Elected

NEW YORK �At the March 19 Metro-
politan Diocese Philoptochos biennial
conference,  Archbishop Spyridon ap-
pointed four board members and asked
for the election of 16 board members by
delegates from 33 chapters, with the two-
year terms to begin immediately.

The conference was hosted by the St.
Anna Philoptochos of St. Paul�s Cathedral
in Hempstead, Long Island.

Katherine Boulukos is St. Anna Philo-
ptochos president. The meetings were co-
chaired by Toni Kourepinos and Anne
Vandoros.

Anastasia Briggs stimulated audience
participation in her presentation on inno-
vative fundraising. Diocese President Lily
Katos received many accolades for her
outstanding performance and achieve-
ments during her tenure.

The entire membership was moved
by National President Eve Condakes� sen-
timents as she spoke of �our mothers and
grandmothers, along with our priests who
were central to the success of our faith
and our Hellenic heritage in this new land.
Now, the torch has been passed to us. We
are in a society of women with increased
freedom, a richer sense of ourselves, a
spirituality that is constantly being re-
newed and the responsibility to protect
the sacred ideals we have inherited and
which we cherish.�

Archbishop Spyridon stated his con-
tinuing support for the Metropolitan Dio-
cese Philoptochos and closed the confer-
ence with a prayer.

T hese words spoken by His Eminence
Archbishop Spyridon in his recent
address to the Archdiocesan Coun-

cil and the Philoptochos National Board
made a deep impression on me. What bet-
ter expression of the mission of the Philop-
tochos could we find than love, healing,
unity, enlightenment, truth, light and joy!

Sadly, these blessings are so often ab-
sent in the world around us. Our Lord Jesus
Christ came into our fallen world as the
Way, the Truth, the Life, the Light, and the
Joy of all. And we who are His Body, His
Church, have received from Him the com-
mission to continue His ministry of love
and grace to the world. How great is our
work! But our task of bringing unity and
love to the world is made difficult if these
virtues are lacking within the Body of Christ
itself. We, the Sisterhood of the Philop-
tochos, cannot truly be performing our
blessed work if we ignore suffering and
sadness within our own Church! Philop-
tochos is not a political group; we are first
and last a philanthropic organization. At
times, however, our philanthropy requires
us to address issues within the Church.
How can we work for love, unity, and rec-
onciliation in our Church?

Lenten Message from National President
Beloved Sisters of the Philoptochos:
I want to share some words with you

from a recent speech that moved me
deeply.
Where there is hatred we must bring love!
Where there is pain, we must bring healing!
Where there is division, we must bring unity!
Where there is misunderstanding,
   we must bring enlightenment!
Where there is falsehood, we must bring truth!
Where there is darkness, we must bring light!
Where there is suffering, we must bring joy!

We can keep our minds and hearts
pure and free from idle talk, rumors, and
gossip; strive to be humble servants to
others and not seek our own power and
influence; be patient, forgiving and loving
with difficult people. We can, in other
words, become living examples of the
beautiful prayer of St. Ephraim, in our
Lenten church services.

Our Lord and Master of my life!. Take
me from the spirit of sloth, faint-
heartedness, lust of power and idle talk.
But give rather the spirit of chastity, hu-
mility, patience and love to Your servant.
Yea, Lord and King! Grant me to see my
own errors and not to judge my brother;
for You are blessed to ages of ages. Amen
I pray that in unity and reconciliation we
may together experience the Lord�s res-
urrection as one Sisterhood and one
Church united in love. Your loving sister
in Christ, Evanthea N. Condakes, National
Philoptochos President.

National President Eve Condakes
opened the National Philoptochos Board
meetings with the theme of �getting down
to business,� at the Archdiocesan Cathedral
of the Holy Trinity in New York, Feb. 26-27.

Archbishop Spyridon gave his support
and strength to the members with his mov-
ing and encouraging words, �Love one an-
other as fellow members of the Family of God
and fellow members of the Body of Christ.�

The National President reported on
some of her activities since her appoint-
ment to the presidency, such as her visits
to Philoptochos chapters in California,
Florida, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, New
Jersey and Garrison, N.Y., where she at-
tended the St. Basil Academy Christmas
Party. Mrs. Condakes then graciously wel-
comed and introduced the newest mem-
bers of the National Board. They are
Catherine Andriotis of Manhasset Hills, NY,
Dolly Demetris of St. Davids, Pa., Bessie
Drogaris of Colts Neck, N.J., Athena
Georgotas of Ridgewood, N.J., and Diane
Poulos Harpell of Acton, Mass.

Committee reports were presented and
national commitments were reviewed.
Arlene Siavelis and Helen Lambros reported
on the content, format and filming sched-
ule of the upcoming Philoptochos video.

This new video is expected to �heat up�
the membership drive bringing us into the
next millennium by focusing on young
women. In addition, Helen Lambros re-
ported that a letter will go out to all
Philoptochos chapters encouraging them to
develop a Family & Society board position.

Aspasia Melis, president of the New Jer-

Spring Is in the Air and Our Message Is Unity

Archbishop�s Opening
Statement

sey Diocese Philoptochos, announced the
plans for the upcoming Children�s Medical
Fund Luncheon on Oct. 2, at the Tara Sheraton
in Parsippany, N.J.  All Philoptochos members
and friends are encouraged to attend.

Gloria Demetry Coffin initiated and
chaired an Interfaith Valentines Coffee spon-
sored by the St. George Church Philo-
ptochos Society in Bloomfield Hills, Mich.,
February 14.

About 220 people attended and were
apprised of the importance of Archdiocesan
goals regarding the embracing of interfaith
couples into the Church. Interfaith research,
statistics and the Archdiocesan interfaith
website also were reviewed.

Gloria�s dedication and commitment to
the interfaith cause is shared by her children,
and was inspired by her own interfaith mar-
riage. Announcing this event through bulk
mailings and Sunday bulletins, Gloria dem-
onstrated her support for Archbishop
Spyridon�s emphasis on embracing interfaith
spouses and converts into the Church.

Michigan: Interfaith
Valentines Coffee

Other speakers included Mike Pappas,
who introduced his video on Ionian Village,
Fr. Constantine Sitaras on St. Basil Academy
and the Very Rev. Damaskinos Ganas, who
updated the members on HC/HC.

EVE CONDAKES

In the Feb. 20 issue, Metropolitan
Iakovos did not attend the Vassilopita as
was stated. He was in Constantinople.  The
Very Rev. Demetri Kantzavelos conducted the
Vasilopita service. Also, Beatrice Marks was
not present due to a family emergency. Na-
tional President Eve Condakes was unable to
fly into Chicago due to inclement weather.

CORRECTION

Information and pictures of events
from your important activities.
National Philoptochos Office,

145 East 74th Street,
New York, NY, 10021

or Fax to: (212) 861-1956

SEND US...
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ASSUMPTION GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

A Growing Community
in New Hampshire

T he newly constructed Assumption
Greek Orthodox Church in Man-
chester, N.H., is just three years

Name: Assumption
Greek Orthodox Church
Location:
Manchester, NH
Diocese: Boston
Size: 350 families
Clergy:
Rev. Economos Nicholas V. Gamvas
(Holy Cross Class of �79)
Founded: 1936
Noteworthy:
Since the move to a new location,
parish has doubled in size.

old. It is the new home of a community
established 62 years ago, which is en-
joyed a period of growth and renewed
energy.

The parish was founded in 1936 by
Greek immigrants, and the first church was
located in a predominantly Greek neigh-
borhood. As decades passed, the flavor of
the neighborhood changed. Crime and
violence increased, and Greek residents
and businesses relocated from the in-
ner-city area. The Assumption parish had
also outgrown its facilities by the mid-
1980s.

Under the leadership of its
new pastor, Rev. Nicholas V.
Gamvas, the parish examined
its current situation and its
future needs. It voted to re-
locate, and purchases 8
acres of land on Island
Pond Road, a quiet, resi-
dential area, in 1986.

The ground-
breaking for the new
church complex was
held in August of 1987.
Almost nine years later,
on the 60th anniversary of the founding
of the parish, the new church opened.
When Bishop Methodios officiated at the
Thyranixia service on August 14, 1996,
he said the completion of the church
complex was a miracle.

It took 10 years of hard work, plan-
ning and fundraising. There were ob-
stacles and setbacks. But the parishio-
ners worked together and made their
dream come true. The pride of the par-
ish is the new Byzantine-style cruciform-
shaped church, set back among eight

acres on Island Pond Road.
Inside, the walls are pale blue and

the carpet is deep red. Byzantine icons
adorn the church interior, and all the win-
dows feature stained glass icons and re-
ligious symbols. The custom ecclesias-
tical furniture, carved from light oak, was
made by a local woodcrafter.

The Assumption parish has more
than doubled to over 350 families since
Father Gamvas became its tenth pastor
in 1984. Many young families who are
new to the Manchester area have joined
the parish in the last few years. Every
year there is increased enrollment in
Sunday School, Greek School, and the
JOY and GOYA youth groups. The
Assumption�s Philoptochos Society
chapter, assists the local community as
well as the parish, and there is an active
Friends of the Assumption Church
fundraising committee.

Father Gamvas calls the parish the
Assumption Church Family. The church
family is a diverse group composed of
Greek-speaking immigrants, first, sec-

ond, and third generation Greek
Americans, other Orthodox
Christians of various back-
grounds, and numerous con-
verts. To serve the needs of all,
the church offers bilingual ser-
vices, sermons and programs.

The linguistic and cultural
barriers dissolve as parishioners
work together on various com-
mittees and church groups. The
parish holds a two-day festival
every summer to celebrate its
August 15 Feast Day. Atten-
dance has increased steadily in
recent years, especially since

the church was completed.
Tours of the new church
have been a very popular
feature of the celebration.

The community televi-
sion station aired a program

about the parish last summer.
The Assumption Church is one of four
Orthodox parishes in Manchester. Al-
though it is a growing community that
serves the spiritual needs of many in the
greater Manchester area.

Father Gamvas has served as a chap-
lain for the United States Army National
Guard, is currently the Veterans Admin-
istration chaplain for New Hampshire,
and serves as adjunct clergy staff at
Dartmouth College.

� compiled by Jim Golding

P A R I S H  p r o f i l e

MANCHESTER
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<Ðñïëáâïýóáé ôïí üñèïí áé ðåñß
ÌáñéÜì, êáé åõñïýóáé ôïí ëßèïí áðï-
êõëéóèÝíôá ôïõ ìíÞìáôïò, Þêïõïí åê
ôïõ ÁããÝëïõ. Ôïí åí öùôß áúäßù õðÜñ-
÷ïíôá, ìåôÜ íåêñþí ôé æçôåßôå ùò Üíè-
ñùðïí; âëÝðåôå ôá åíôÜöéá óðÜñãáíá,
äñÜìåôå, êáé ôù êüóìù êçñýîáôå, ùò
çãÝñèç ï Êýñéïò, èáíáôþóáò ôïí
èÜíáôïí ïôé õðÜñ÷åé Èåïý Õéüò, ôïõ
óþæïíôïò ôï ãÝíïò ôùí áíèñþðùí>

(ÕðáêïÞ ÊõñéáêÞò ôïõ ÐÜó÷á)

ÔÝêíá åí Êõñßù ðñïóöéëÝóôáôá,
×ñéóôüò ÁíÝóôç!
ÓõíáèñïéóèÞêáìå óôçí Ðáó÷áëéíÞ

ìåóïíýêôéÜ ìáò áãñõðíßá ùò ìÝëç ìéáò
ïéêïãÝíåéáò ðïý ðñïóäïêÜ ôçí áíáôïëÞ
ìéáò íÝáò çìÝñáò. ÓõíáèñïéóèÞêáìå ùò
ößëïé êáé ïéêåßïé, ùò åíïñßåò êáé êïéíüôçôåò,
ùò âñÝöç êáé ðáéäéÜ, ùò íÝïé êáé íåÜíéäåò,
ùò þñéìïé Üíäñåò êáé ãõíáßêåò. Óõíáèñïé-
óèÞêáìå ùò áäåëöïß áãáðçìÝíïé, ùò
ðñïóöéëÞ ôÝêíá ôïõ Èåïý. ÓõíáèñïéóèÞ-
êáìå ìåò óôç âáèåéÜ íý÷ôá, üðùò Ýêáíáí
êáé ïé Ìõñïöüñåò ðñßí ôüóïõò áéþíåò. Êé
üëïé ìáæß áíáæçôïýìå ôïí ôüðï, üðïõ
<Ýèçêáí áõôüí>, ôïí Êýñéü ìáò. Êáé, üðùò
ïé Üãéåò Ìõñïöüñåò ôùí ÷ñüíùí åêåßíùí,
áíáñùôéüìáóôå:

<Ôéò áðïêõëßóåé çìßí ôïí ëßèïí åê ôçò
èýñáò ôïõ ìíçìåßïõ;> (Ìáñê. 16, 3).

Áëë� ï Êýñéïò äåí ÷ñåéÜæåôáé íá
áðïêõëßóïõìå ôïí ëßèï áð� ôï óôüìéï ôïõ
ÔÜöïõ. Áõôüò ðïõ åðéôéìÜ ôïõò ëáßëáðåò
ôùí áíÝìùí, ôç èÜëáóóá êáé ôá êýìáôÜ
ôçò (ðñâë. Ìáñê.4,37,39). Áõôüò ðïõ, áí
êáé Þôáí <áé èýñáé êåêëåéóìÝíáé>, åéóÞëèå
óôï õðåñþï, üðïõ <Þóáí ïé ìáèçôáß
óõíçãìÝíïé> (ðñâë. ÉùÜí.20,19). Áõôüí
ðïõ äåí ìðüñåóáí íá óõãêñáôÞóïõí ïýôå
ôïõ èáíÜôïõ ôá äåóìÜ (ðñâë. ÐñÜî. 2,
24). Áõôüò óßãïõñá äåí ÷ñåéÜæåôáé íá Ôïõ
áðïêõëßóïõí ôïí ëßèï.

ÌÜëëïí ãéá ìáò ðáñáìÝíåé ï ÔÜöïò
áíïéêôüò. Ï ëßèïò áðïêõëßóèçêå, þóôå íá
ìðïñÝóïõìå åìåßò íá åéóÝëèïõìå óôïí
ôüðï, üðïõ <Ýèçêáí> ôï á÷ñáíôü Ôïõ
óþìá, ãéá íá äïýìå ôïí ÔÜöï ôïí êåíü
êáé <ôá ïèüíéá Ýíäïí êåßìåíá ìüíá>. Ç
èýñá ôïõ ìíçìåßïõ áíïß÷èçêå ãéá íá
ìðïñÝóïõìå êé åìåßò ïé ßäéïé íá äïýìå ôçí
ÁëÞèåéá ôçò åê íåêñþí ÁíÜóôáóçò ôïõ
×ñéóôïý. Áêüìá êáé óÞìåñá �áí êáé æïýìå
ó� åðï÷Ýò êáé óå ôüðïõò ðïõ ãåùãñáöéêÜ
êáé ÷ñïíéêÜ áðÝ÷ïõí ôüóï ðïëý áð� ôçí
åõëïãçìÝíç åêåßíç êõñéáêÜôéêç ðñùßá-
ðïèïýìå íá ãßíïõìå ìÜñôõñåò êáé åìåßò
ôùí ôåêìçñßùí ôïõ èñéÜìâïõ ôïõ ÓùôÞñá
ìáò åðß ôïõ èáíÜôïõ.

<Ôéò áðïêõëßóåé çìßí ôïí ëßèïí åê ôçò
èýñáò ôïõ ìíçìåßïõ;>

Æïýìå ó� åðï÷Þ êõíéóìïý êáé áðüã-
íùóçò, ó� åðï÷Þ ðïõ ï öéëïóïöéêüò êáé
çèéêüò õëéóìüò Ý÷åé åîáðëùèåß ó� ïëü-
êëçñï ôïí ðëáíÞôç. Æïýìå ó� åðï÷Þ
ìåãÜëçò áâåâáéüôçôáò êáé áíáóöÜëåéáò,
åðï÷Þ ðïõ ç äýíáìç ôçò ìáæéêÞò êáôá-
óôñïöÞò âñßóêåôáé óôá ÷Ýñéá ôüóùí
ðïëëþí åíáíôßùí. Æïýìå ó� åðï÷Þ ðíåõ-

Ì Þíõìá åíüôçôáò êáé áéóéï-
äïîßáò Ýóôåéëå óôïõò ¸ëëç-
íåò áðáíôá÷ïý ôçò ãçò ï

Åëëçíéóìüò ôçò ÌçôñïðïëéôéêÞò ÍÝáò
Õüñêçò, ìÝ ôçí öåôåéíÞ ðáñÝëáóç ãéá ôçí
25ç Ìáñôßïõ. ×éëéÜäåò Åëëçíïáìåñéêáíïß,
áøçöþíôáò ôï êñýï Ýäùóáí ôï ðáñþí
ôïõò, óôçí 5ç Ëåùöüñï óôï Ìáí÷Üôáí,
óõììåôÝ÷ïíôáò åíåñãÜ óôïí åïñôáóìü ôçò
ÅèíéêÞò ìáò Ðáëéããåíåóßáò. Ôïí ðñþôï
ëüãï åß÷áí êáé ðÜëé ôá ìéêñÜ ðáéäéÜ ðïõ
êáôÝêëõóáí ôïõò äñüìïõò ôçò ÍÝáò
Õüñêçò, åíþ êáé öÝôïò éäéáßôåñï âÜñïò
äüèçêå áðü ôïõò äéïñãáíùôÝò óôçí
ðñïâïëÞ ôùí åèíéêþí ìáò èåìÜôùí.

óýíïëü ôçò ç ðáñïõóßá ôùí óõëëüãùí,
ôùí ó÷ïëåßùí êáé ôùí êïéíïôÞôùí.
Éäéáßôåñá óõãêéíçôéêÞ Þôáí ç óôéãìÞ ðïõ
åìöáíßóôçêå óôçí ðáñÝëáóç ïìÜäá
ÓÝñâùí, ç ïðïßá êáé êáôá÷åéñïêñïôÞèçêå
áðü ôï ðëÞèïò.

<ÓÞìåñá ç ìåãÜëç ìáò ïìïãÝíåéá, ìå
üëåò ôéò åïñôáóôéêÝò ôçò åêäçëþóåéò äßíåé
õðüó÷åóç éåñÞ üôé èá óôáèåß óôçí ðñþôç
ãñáììÞ ôïõ áãþíá ãéá ôç äßêáéç õðåñÜ-
óðéóç ôùí åèíéêþí ìáò äéêáßùí, åßôå
ðñüêåéôáé ãéá ôçí Êýðñï, åßôå ãéá ôï
Áéãáßï, åßôå ðñüêåéôáé ãéá ôç Âüñåéá
¹ðåéñï åßôå ãéá ôç ÈñÜêç>, ôüíéóå
áðåõèõíüìåíïò óôïí Åëëçíéóìü ôçò ÍÝáò
Õüñêçò ï Óåâáóìéüôáôïò Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò
ÁìåñéêÞò, Óðõñßäùí, åðéóçìáßíïíôáò üôé
<åßìáóôå Ýôïéìïé íá óôáèïýìå üñèéïé óôïí
áãþíá ãéá ôçí õðåñÜóðéóç ôùí áíèñùðß-
íùí äéêáßùí êáé ôçò èñçóêåõôéêÞò åëåõ-
èåñßáò>.

<Ç êáñäéÜ ôçò ÅëëÜäáò ðÜëëåôáé
óÞìåñá åäþ óôç ÍÝá Õüñêç êáé óôÝëíåé
ìÞíõìá áéóéïäïîßáò êáé äýíáìçò óôïõò
¸ëëçíåò óå ïëüêëçñï ôïí êüóìï. Óôïõò
¸ëëçíåò ôçò ÅëëÜäáò, óôïõò ¸ëëçíåò ôçò
Êýðñïõ, ôïõò ̧ ëëçíåò ôçò Êùíóôáíôéíïý-
ðïëçò, óôïõò Åëëçíåò óå êÜèå ãùíéÜ ôçò
ãçò. Êáé äõíáìþíåé óÞìåñá ç øõ÷Þ ôùí

� óåë. 14

ÁÑ×ÉÅÐÉÓÊÏÐÉÊÇ
ÅÃÊÕÊËÉÏÓ ÅÐÉ
ÔÙ ÁÃÉÙ ÐÁÓ×Á

[ ÁíÝóôç ×ñéóôüò êáß æùÞ ðïëéôåýåôáé.
Ðï̀õ óïõ èÜíáôå ôü êÝíôñïí; ðï̀õ óïõ

} ~Áäç ôü í¡éêïò;
[ Áãáðçôïß [åí Êõñß~ù [áäåëöïß êáß ôÝêíá

ðåöéëçìÝíá,
[ Áíáêåöáëáßùóéí ô`ùí ðÜíôùí [åí

×ñéóô~ù̀ [ Éçóï̀õ [åðß ô~ç̀ ëáìðñïöüñ~ù [áíá-
óôÜóåé Á[õôï̀õ ðáíçãõñßæïìåí óÞìåñïí.

ÊïóìïóùôÞñéá å®éíáé ôÜ ìçíýìáôá ôï̀õ
êåíï̀õ ìíçìåßïõ: [ ÁíÜóôáóéò, ö̀ùò, æùÞ êáß
÷áñÜ!

ÄéåêÞñõîáí ôÜ ìçíýìáôá ôá̀õôá [áíÜ
ôÞí ï�éêïõìÝíçí ï�é äéÜ ồùí á�éþíùí ìÜñ-
ôõñåò ồçò [áíáóôÜóåùò. Ï�é [ Áðüóôïëïé, ï�é
ÐáôÝñåò, ï�é ÄéäÜóêáëïé ồçò[  Åêêëçóßáò, ]ï
ëáüò ]ï ðéóôüò. Êáß [åäïîïëüãçóáí ï�é
]õìíïãñÜöïé:

[ Áí̀çëèåí [åðß Óôáõñï̀õ ]ï êáôáâÜò [åî
ï[õñáíï̀õ.

\ Çëèåí [åðß èÜíáôïí ]ç æùÞ ]ç [áèÜíáôïò.
Ðñüò ôïýò [åí óêüôåé ôü ö`ùò ôü

[áëçèéíüí.
Ðñüò ôïýò ðåóüíôáò ]ç ðÜíôùí [áíÜ-

óôáóéò.
Ö̀ùò ]ç [áíÜóôáóéò. Öùôßæåé äéÜ ôï̀õôï

êáß ]åñìçíåýåé ôÜ ðñïçãçèÝíôá á[õô`çò
ìõóôÞñéá ô`çò èåßáò á�éêïíïìßáò: ôÞí
ÖÜôíçí, ôÜ ÐÜèç, ôüí Óôáõñüí, ôÞí ÔáöÞí.
ÄéäÜóêåé ]çì̀áò ]ç [áíÜóôáóéò^ ÄÝí {åãéíåí ]ï
Èåüò {áíèñùðïò äéÜ íÜ ðÜè~ç, <[áëë� ¬éíá
ôüí {áíèñùðïí óþó~ç äéÜ ðáèçìÜôùí>.
} Ïèåí, ]ï <ãíïýò óôáõñï̀õ êáß ôáö̀çò ôü
ìõóôÞñéïí {åãíù ồùí ðñïåéñçìÝíùí ôïýò
ëüãïõò>, ôÞí á�éôßáí äçëáäÞ êáß ôüí óêïðüí
ồçò [åíáíèñùðÞóåùò ôï̀õ Ëüãïõ. ] Ï äÝ <ồçò
[áíáóôÜóåùò ìõçèåßò ôÞí [áðüññçôïí
äýíáìéí, {åãíù ôüí [åö� |~ù ôÜ ðÜíôá ðñïç-
ãïõìÝíùò ]ï Èåüò ]õðåóôÞóáôï óêïðüí>.
ÐÜíôá ôá`õôá, [åí {áëëïéò ëüãïéò, [áëëç-
ëïõ÷ßáí äéáäï÷̀çò [áêïëïõèï̀õíôá, [áðïêá-
ëýðôïõí ôüí óêïðüí ồùí èáõìáóßùí ôï̀õ
Èåï̀õ êáß ôÜ óðëÜ÷íá ồçò [áãÜðçò á[õôï̀õ.
] Õðåíèõìßæïõí äÝ å�éò ðÜíôáò, {ïôé ôüóïí
ðïëý [çãÜðçóåí ]ï Èåüò ôüí êüóìïí, }ùóôå
êáß ôüí ìïíïãåí̀ç á[õôï̀õ Õªéüí {åäùêåí, ¬éíá
óùè̀ùóéí ï�é ðéóôåýïíôåò å�éò á[õôüí êáß æùÞí
{å÷ùóéí á�éùíßáí ([ ÉùÜí. 3,16).

ÊáôÝêåéôï [åí ôÜö~ù {áíåõ [åëðßäïò ]ç æùÞ
ồùí [áíèñþðùí, [áö� |çò <]ç ]áìáñôßá å�éò ôüí
êüóìïí å�éó̀̀çëèåí êáß äéÜ ồçò ]áìáñôßáò ]ï
èÜíáôïò> (Ñùì. 5,12). Êáồçëèåí }ïìùò å�éò
ôÜ {åó÷áôá ô`ùí êáôá÷èïíßùí ]ï öéëÜí-
èñùðïò. Å�éó̀çëèåí ]åêïõóßùò å�éò ôü êÝíôñïí
ôï̀õ èáíÜôïõ. [ Åêå¡é <êáß íåêñï¡éò å[õçããå-
ëßóèç> (Á´ Ðåôñ. 4,6), <ëÝãùí ôï¡éò [åí
äåóìï¡éò, [åîÝëèåôå, êáß ôï¡éò [åí ô~ù̀ óêüôåé,
[áíáêáëýðôåóèå>.

Äéêáßùò, å[õèáñó̀ùò êáß [åí ðåðïéèÞóåé
[áíáöùíï̀õìåí, ëïéðüí, ìåôÜ ôï̀õ [åí ] Áãßïéò
Ðáôñüò ]çì̀ùí [ ÉùÜííïõ ôï̀õ ×ñõóïóôüìïõ.

Ðï̀õ óïõ èÜíáôå ôü êÝíôñïí; ðï̀õ óïõ
} ~Áäç ôü í¡éêïò;

ÐÁÔÑÉÁÑ×ÉÊÇ
ÁÐÏÄÅÉÎÉÓ ÅÐÉ
Ô~~Ù ÁÃÉ~Ù ÐÁÓ×Á

ÿ ÂÁÑÈÏËÏÌÁÉÏÓ
ÅËÅ~Ù ÈÅÏÕ ÁÑ×ÉÅÐÉÓÊÏÐÏÓ

ÊÙÍÓÔÁÍÔÉÍÏÕÐÏËÅÙÓ, ÍÅÁÓ ÑÙÌÇÓ
ÊÁÉ ÏÉÊÏÕÌÅÍÉÊÏÓ ÐÁÔÑÉÁÑ×ÇÓ ÐÁÍÔÉ
Ô~Ù ÐËÇÑÙÌÁÔÉ ÔÇÓ ÅÊÊËÇÓÉÁÓ ×ÁÑÉÍ,

ÅÉÑÇÍÇÍ ÊÁÉ ÅËÅÏÓ ÐÁÑÁ ÔÏÕ ÅÍÄÏÎÙÓ
ÁÍÁÓÔÁÍÔÏÓ ÓÙÔÇÑÏÓ ×ÑÉÓÔÏÕ
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ÁÑ×ÉÅÐÉÓÊÏÐÏÓ ÓÐÕÑÉÄÙÍ: <Õðüó÷åóç éåñÞ... ãéá ôçí  õðåñÜóðéóç ôùí åèíéêþí ìáò äéêáßùí...>

178ç ÅðÝôåéïò ôçò ÅèíéêÞò ìáò Áíåîáñôçóßáò

ôçò ÑåâÝêêáò Ðáðáäïðïýëïõ

Ç ðáñÝëáóç ãéá ôçí 178ç åðÝôåéï ôçò
ÅèíéêÞò ìáò Áíåîáñôçóßáò îåêßíçóå ëßãï
ìåôÜ ôç 13:30 áðü ôç óõìâïëÞ ôçò 59çò
ïäïý ìå ôçí 5ç Ëåùöüñï ìå ðñùôïðü-
ñïõò, óôçí êåöáëÞ ôçò, ôçí åëëçíéêÞ êáé
áìåñéêáíéêÞ Óçìáßá, áëëÜ êáé ôï ëÜâáñï
ôçò Ïìïóðïíäßáò Åëëçíéêþí Óùìáôåßùí
Ìåßæïíïò ÍÝáò Õüñêçò, êáé áêïëïýèçóå
ôï Üñìá ôïõ Óõëëüãïõ Êáëáâñõôéíþí ìå
ôï ëÜâáñï ôïõ 1821.

ÈåñìÞ õðïäï÷Þ åðåöýëáîå ôï ðëÞ-
èïò óôïõò Åýæùíåò ôçò ÐñïåäñéêÞò
ÖñïõñÜò, åíþ åíôõðùóéáêÞ Þôáí óôï � óåë. 14

Äçì. ÐáíÜãïò
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ôïõ êáè. Ãåùñãßïõ ÌðåìðÞ

Ï ê. Ãåþñãéïò Ó. ÌðåìðÞò åßíáé êáèçãçôÞò
Ðáôñïëïãßáò,óôçí ÈåïëïãéêÞ Ó÷ïëÞ ôïõ Ôéìßïõ Óôáõñïý,
ôçò É. Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò ÁìåñéêÞò.

ÔÏ ÁÃÉÏ ÐÁÓ×Á
Åõöñïóýíç Áéþíéïò

Ó ôïí ðåñßöçìï ÁíáóôÜóéìï êáíüíá ôïõ, ï
Üãéïò ÉùÜííçò ï Äáìáóêçíüò áðïêáëåß ôï
¢ãéï ÐÜó÷á <åõöñïóýíç áéþíéï>. Êáé ðïëý

óùóôÜ. Äéüôé ìå ôçí ÁíÜóôáóç ôïõ Êõñßïõ ðåñÜóáìå
üëïé áðü ôçí ãç ðñïò ôïí ïõñáíü, áðü ôïí èÜíáôï
ðñïò ôç æùÞ, áðü ôçí öèïñÜ óôçí áöèáñóßá. Êáé ãé�
áõôü, áêñéâþò ôïí ëüãï ðñÝðåé åðÜîéá íá åõöñáéíü-
ìåèá, ç ãç íá áãÜëëåôáé, êáé üëïò ï ïñáôüò êáé ï
áüñáôïò êüóìïò íá ãéïñôÜæåé, <×ñéóôüò ãÜñ åãÞãåñôáé,
åõöñïóýíç áéþíéïò>.

íßêçóå êáôÜ êñÜôïò ôïí èÜíáôï, äåí öïâÜìáé ðëÝïí,
äåí ìå ôñïìÜæåé ï ðüëåìïò ôïõ äéáâüëïõ. Ïýôå äßíù
ðéÜ óçìáóßá óôç äéêÞ ìïõ áäõíáìßá, áëëÜ Ý÷ù óôï
íïõ ìïõ ôçí áíÝêöñáóôç äýíáìç Åêåßíïõ ðïõ
ðñüêåéôáé íá ìå âïçèÞóåé... ÓÞìåñá ðáíôïý óôçí
ïéêïõìÝíç åðéêñáôåß ÷áñÜ êáé ðíåõìáôéêÞ åõèõìßá.
ÓÞìåñá áãÜëëïíôáé üëïé ïé Üããåëïé êáé üëåò ïé ïõñÜíéåò
äõíÜìåéò, ãéáôß óþèçêå ï Üíèñùðïò. ÊáôÜëáâå, ëïéðüí,
áãáðçôÝ, ðüóï åßíáé ôï ìÝãåèïò ôçò ÷áñÜò, áöïý êáé
ïé ïõñÜíéåò äõíÜìåéò åïñôÜæïõí ìáæß ìáò, áöïý
÷áßñïíôáé ìáæß ìáò ãéá ôá áãáèÜ ðïõ ìáò ðñïóÝöåñå
ìå ôçí ÁíÜóôáóÞ ôïõ ï Êýñéïò... >(ó. 147).

ÁëëÜ ç ÁíÜóôáóç ôïõ Êõñßïõ ðñÝðåé íá áðïôåëåß
óõíå÷Þ êáé äéáñêÞ êáé áéþíéá åìðåéñßá ôçò êáèçìåñéíÞò
ðíåõìáôéêÞò ìáò æùÞò. Äé� áõôüí, áêñéâþò, ôïí ëüãï
ï Üãéïò ÌÜîéìïò ï ÏìïëïãçôÞò ïìéëåß ãéá ôçí åóùôåñéêÞ
ìáò áíÜóôáóç, ãéá ôçí áíÝêöñáóôç äýíáìç ôçò
ÁíáóôÜóåùò ìÝóá ìáò êáé ìáò õðåíèõìßæåé ôçí
ðáíÝìïñöç Ýêöñáóç ôïõ Áðüóôïëïõ Ðáýëïõ, ðñïò
ôïõ Åöåóßïõò (2,6) <Ï Èåüò ìáò óõíáíÝóôçóå êáé ìáò
êÜèéóå ìáæß ìå ôïí ×ñéóôü óôá åðïõñÜíéá>. (Öéëïêáëßá,
ô. 2ïò, ó. 114, 129, 179).

Å ìðíåüìåíïò áðü ôï Üãéï öñüíçìá ôùí
ÐáôÝñùí ï áåßìíçóôïò ð. Ãåþñãéïò
Öëïñüöóêõ, Ýíáò åê ôùí ëáìðñüôåñùí

èåïëüãùí ôïõ åéêïóôïý áéþíá Ýãñáöå, <Ç áíÜóôáóéò
ôïõ ×ñéóôïý åßíáé ç èåñáðåßá êáé áíáêáßíéóç ôçò
êôßóåùò áðïôåëåß äå áëÞèåéáí áäéáìöéóâÞôçôïí üôé èá
áíáóôçèïýí üëïé ïé Üíèñùðïé êáé èá åðáíÝëèïõí åéò
ôï øõ÷ïóùìáôéêüí ðëÞñùìá ôçò õðÜñîåþò ôùí, Ýóôù
êáé êÜðùò ðáñçëëáãìÝíïí. ¸ôóé, åéò ôï åîÞò, êÜèå
÷ùñéóìüò øõ÷Þò áðü ôï óþìá èá åßíáé ðñüóêáéñïò...>
(Áíáôïìßá ÐñïâëçìÜôùí ôçò Ðßóôåùò, ó. 88). Ðüóï
ðñÝðåé íá åðçñåÜæåé ôçí ðíåõìáôéêÞ ìáò æùÞ ç
ÁíÜóôáóç ôïõ Êõñßïõ äéáöáßíåôáé áðü ôçí æùÞ åíüò
óýã÷ñïíïõ áãßïõ ôïõ áãßïõ Óåñáöåßì ôïõ ÓÜñùö. Ç
üëç ôïõ æùÞ Þôáí ìéá Ýíôïíç êáé áêáôÜðáõóôç
äïîïëïãéêÞ åìðåéñßá ôçò åíäüîïõ ÁíáóôÜóåùò ôïõ
Êõñßïõ. Ôï ñÜóï ôïõ Þôáí ðÜëëåõêï, Ýøáëëå êáè� üëï
ôï Ýôïò ôï <×ñéóôüò ÁíÝóôç> êáé ÷áéñåôïýóå ôïõò
ðéóôïýò åðéóêÝðôåò ôïõ ìå ôïí áíáóôÜóéìï ÷áéñåôéóìü
<×ñéóôüò ÁíÝóôç, ÷áñÜ ìïõ>. (×Üñç ÌðïõóÜëç, Ï Üãéïò
ôçò ×áñÜò, ó. 124-125).

Êáèþò ãéïñôÜæïõìå êáé öÝôïò ôçí ÐáíÜ÷ñáíôç
Óôáýñùóç ôïõ Êõñßïõ êáé ãåõüìáóôå ôïõò ãëõêïýò
êáñðïýò ôçò íéêçöüñïõ ÁíáóôÜóåþò Ôïõ, áò ãßíïõìå
ðñáãìáôéêÜ êáé áëçèéíÜ áíáóôÜóéìïé óôçí æùÞ ìáò,
ëáìðñïöüñïé êáé ïëüöùôïé, ãéáôß ðñáãìáôéêÜ áíÝóôç
ï Êýñéïò. <×ñéóôüò ãÜñ åãÞãåñôáé, åõöñïóýíç áéþíéïò>.

ÓõãêëïíéóìÝíïò ï Üãéïò ÉùÜííçò ï Äáìáóêçíüò
áðü ôçí Üññçôç ÷áñÜ ôçò ÁíáóôÜóåùò, áðïêáëåß ôï
¢ãéï ÐÜó÷á åðéíßêéï, êáèáñôÞñéï, ìõóôéêü, ðáíóå-
âÜóìéï, Üìùìï, ôåñðíü êáé áéþíéï. ÐñÜãìáôé, ôï ¢ãéï
ÐÜó÷á óõãêëüíéóå, óõãêëïíßæåé êáé èá óõãêëïíßæåé
áéþíéá ôçí ðëÞèïõóá Åêêëçóßá, ôïí Üãéï ëáü ôïõ Èåïý,
ãéáôß ç ÁíÜóôáóç ôïõ ÓùôÞñïò ×ñéóôïý öþôéóå Üðáóá
ôçí ïéêïõìÝíç, åîÞãåéñå ôïí ÁäÜì êáé üëç ôçí
áíèñùðüôçôá áðü ôçí öèïñÜ, êáôÜñãçóå ôïí èÜíáôï,
åéñÞíåõóå ôçí æùÞ ìáò, Ýöåñå ôï áíåêëÜëçôï öùò óôçí
æùÞ ôùí áíèñþðùí. Áò øÜëëïõìå ëïéðüí, üëïé ìáæß
<Áýôç ç çìÝñá Þí åðïßçóåí ï Êýñéïò, áãáëëéáóþìåèá
êáé åõöñáíèþìåí åí áõôÞ>.

Á õôÞ ôçí ðÜãêïéíç êáé õðáñîéáêÞ ÷áñÜ ôçò
Åêêëçóßáò ôçí åêöñÜæåé ôüóï ðáñáóôáôéêÜ
ï Üãéïò ÉùÜííçò ï ×ñõóüóôïìïò óôéò äýï

ðåñßöçìåò ïìéëßåò ôïõ ãéá ôï ¢ãéï ÐÜó÷á, ôéò ïðïßåò
åîåöþíçóå óôçí Áíôéü÷åéá ôïí ôÝôáñôï áéþíá. ÃñÜöåé
ï Üãéïò êáé óïöüò áõôüò ÐáôÝñáò ôçò Åêêëçóßáò: <Áò
óõììåôÜó÷ùìå ëïéðüí óôçí ìåãÜëç êáé ëáìðñÞ áõôÞ
åïñôÞ, óôçí ÁíÜóôáóç ôïõ Êõñßïõ ìáò. Áò ôçí
ãéïñôÜóïõìå ìå ÷áñÜ êáé èåïóÝâåéá ìáæß, ãéáôß
áíáóôÞèçêå ï Êýñéïò êáé áíÝóôçóå ìáæß ôïõ ïëüêëçñç
ôçí ïéêïõìÝíç, êáé åíþ áíáóôÞèçêå ï ßäéïò êáôáêïì-
ìÜôéáóå ôá äåóìÜ ôïõ èáíÜôïõ. ÁìÜñôçóå ï ÁäÜì êáé
åîáéôßáò ôçò áìáñôßáò ôïõ ðÝèáíå. ÁëëÜ ï ×ñéóôüò äåí
áìÜñôçóå êáé ðÝèáíå. ÐáñÜäïîï êáé ðåñßåñãï ôï
ãåãïíüò áõôü. Ãéá ðïéü ëüãï; Ãéá íá ìðïñÝóåé åêåßíïò
ðïõ áìÜñôçóå êáé ðÝèáíå (ï ÁäÜì) íá áðïâÜëåé ôá
äåóìÜ ôïõ èáíÜôïõ ìå ôç âïÞèåéá Åêåßíïõ (ôïõ ×ñéóôïý)
ðïõ ðÝèáíå ÷ùñßò íá áìáñôÞóåé>. (Ðñþôç Ïìéëßá ãéá
ôï ¢ãéï ÐÜó÷á, Ìåôáöñ. ÅõÜããåëïò Ã. Êáñáêïâïýíçò,
Åêä. ÁðïóôïëéêÞ Äéáêïíßá. ó. 133).

Êáé ìå ôï ßäéï ðíåýìá ôçò ïëïêëçñùìÝíçò
ðíåõìáôéêÞò áãáëëéÜóåùò óõíå÷ßæåé ï Üãéïò ÉùÜííçò ï
×ñõóüóôïìïò ôçí áíáóôÜóéìç èåïëïãßá ôïõ ãéá ôï ¢ãéï
ÐÜó÷á. <ÓÞìåñá ëïéðüí ï ×ñéóôüò åëåõèÝñùóå ôïí
Üíèñùðï áðü ôçí êáôáäõíáóôåßá ôïõ äéáâüëïõ êáé
ôïí åðáíÝöåñå óôçí ðñïçãïýìåíç êáëÞ êáôÜóôáóÞ
ôïõ. ¼ôáí ëïéðüí âëÝðù üôé ç áðáñ÷Þ ìáò, ï ×ñéóôüò,

ìáôéêÞò áðÜèåéáò, åðï÷Þ ðïõ ïé ðáñáäïóéáêÝò
åêöñÜóåéò ôçò ðßóôçò êáé ôçò åõóÝâåéáò èåùñïýíôáé
áìöéóâçôÞóéìåò êáé åðéâëáâåßò, áêüìá êáé åðéêßíäõíåò,
ó� åðï÷Þ ðïõ ç áíèñùðüôçôá Ýöèáóå óôï óçìåßï íá
äéøÜ íá áêïýåé <êåíïöùíßåò> áðü áõôïáíáêçñõ÷èÝíôåò
äáóêÜëïõò ôçò <øåõäùíýìïõ ãíþóåùò> (ðñâë. 2 Ôéì.
4, 3- 1 Ôéì. 6, 20). Æïýìå ìÝóá ó� Ýíá ðïëéôéóìü èáíÜôïõ,
óå ìßá êïéíùíßá üðïõ ïé åêôñþóåéò êáé ç åõèáíáóßá
÷áñáêôçñßæïíôáé ùò <äéêáéþìáôá>, åíþ åêåßíïé ðïõ
áíôéôÜóóïíôáé óôçí áöáßñåóç áèþùí æùþí, èåùñïýíôáé
ìéóáëëüäïîïé êáé Üäéêïé. Æïýìå óå êëßìá áìöéâïëßáò êáé
äõóðéóôßáò, öéëáõôßáò êáé éäéïôÝëåéáò.

<Ôéò áðïêõëßóåé çìßí ôïí ëßèïí åê ôçò èýñáò ôïõ
ìíçìåßïõ;>

Ðïéïò èá ìáò äåßîåé ôïí äñüìï ðñïò Ýíá áõèåíôéêü
ôñüðï õðÜñîåùò, ôïí äñüìï ðñïò ìßá áíþôåñç æùÞ;
Ðïéïò èá ìáò äåßîåé ôïí èñßáìâï ôçò áãÜðçò êáé ôçò æùÞò;
Ðïéïò èá ìáò ïäçãÞóåé óôçí ïäü ôçò ðñáãìáôéêÞò ÷áñÜò
êáé ôçò äéáñêïýò åõôõ÷ßáò; Ðïéïò èá ìáò ðñïóêïìßóåé
ôá ôåêìÞñéá ôçò ÁíÜóôáóçò, ôéò áôñÜíôá÷ôåò áðïäåßîåéò
ôçò Üíåõ üñùí áãÜðçò ôïõ Èåïý, ôéò áðñüóâëçôåò
ìáñôõñßåò ôçò áéþíéáò æùÞò, ðïõ èá ìáò åìðíåýóïõí
êáé èá ìáò åíèáññýíïõí íá âáäßóïõìå ôçí áôñáðü ôçò
ìåôÜíïéáò, ôçò áõôáðÜñíçóçò êáé ôçò áõôïèõóßáò;

<Ôéò áðïêõëßóåé çìßí ôïí ëßèïí åê ôçò èýñáò ôïõ
ìíçìåßïõ;>

¹ôáí ïé Üãéïé ¢ããåëïé, ïé êïìéóôÝò ôïõ ìçíýìáôïò
ôçò ÁíÜóôáóçò ôïõ Êõñßïõ, áõôïß ðïõ ðñßí ôüóïõò
áéþíåò áðïêýëéóáí ôïí ëßèï åêåßíç ôç ëáìðñÞ Ðáó÷áëéíÞ
ðñùßá. Êáé óÞìåñá Ý÷ïõìå ÁããÝëïõò, êïìéóôÝò ôïõ
ìçíýìáôïò ôïõ Èåïý, ðïõ áðïêõëßïõí áðü ôçí êáñäéÜ
ìáò ôïõò ëßèïõò ôçò áìöéâïëßáò, ôïõ öüâïõ êáé ôïõ
åãùéóìïý. Ïé ¢ããåëïé áõôïß, ìáæß ìå ôïõò Áãßïõò,
äéáíïßãïõí ôïí äñüìï óôï íïõ, ôï ðíåýìá êáé ôï óþìá
ìáò, þóôå íá ìðïñÝóïõìå êáé åìåßò ïé ßäéïé íá äïêéìÜ-
óïõìå ôçí åìðåéñßá ôçò äýíáìçò êáé ôçò äüîáò ôçò
ÁíÜóôáóçò. ¸÷ïõìå ôéò ðñïóöéëåßò ìáò êïéíüôçôåò, ôï
ðëÞèïò ôùí áíèñþðùí ðïõ ìáò ðåñéóôïé÷ßæïõí óôïõò
íáïýò, ðïõ, ìå ôçí áãÜðç óôéò êáèçìåñéíÝò ôïõò ó÷Ýóåéò
êáé ìå ôç ìáñôõñßá ãåíéêÜ ôçò æùÞò ôïõò, äéáêçñýóóïõí
ôçí ÁíÜóôáóç, ôç íÝá åí ×ñéóôþ æùÞ -ôïõò ãïíåßò êáé
éåñåßò ìáò, ôïõò ðáððïýäåò êáé ãéáãéÜäåò ìáò, ôïõò
áíÜäï÷ïõò êáé äáóêÜëïõò ìáò êáé ôüóïõò êáé ôüóïõò
Üëëïõò Üíäñåò êáé ãõíáßêåò ðïõ ìáò Ý÷ïõí äåßîåé ôïí
äñüìï ôçò áãÜðçò êáé óõã÷þñåóçò.

×Üñç óôçí ðïëýôéìç êáé èåïöéëÞ äéáêïíßá ôïõò,
äéåéóäýïõìå óôïí ÷þñï, üðïõ ïé Üããåëïé ìáò êáëïýí. Óôï
÷þñï ôïõ êåíïý ôÜöïõ ìåôñéÜæïíôáé ïé öüâïé ìáò,
õðåñíéêéÝíôáé ïé áìöéâïëßåò ìáò, åíéó÷ýåôáé ç ðßóôç ìáò
êáé ðëçñïýôáé ç ÷áñÜ ìáò. ÅðåéäÞ ï Èåüò óõã÷ùñåß,
âñßóêïõìå êáé åìåßò ôç äýíáìç íá óõã÷ùñïýìå. ÅðåéäÞ ï
Èåüò ìáò áãáðÜ, âñßóêïõìå êáé åìåßò ôç äýíáìç íá
áãáðÜìå. Äéüôé, üôáí áðïêõëéóèåß ï ëßèïò áð� ôéò êáñäéÝò
ìáò, ôüôå âñßóêïõìå ôï ôåêìÞñéï ôçò ÁíÜóôáóçò ôïõ
<æþíôïò åí çìßí ×ñéóôïý> (ðñâë. Ãáë. 2, 20). Áò
åõ÷áñéóôÞóïõìå, ìå êáñäéÜ ãåìÜôç ÷áñÜ êáé åõãíùìïóýíç,
üëïõò áõôïýò ðïõ ìáò äéáêüíçóáí ìå áãÜðç êáé ðéóôüôçôá
óôéò áõëÝò ôçò Åêêëçóßáò. Áò åõ÷áñéóôÞóïõìå ï Ýíáò ôïí
Üëëï, <áëëÞëïõò ðåñéðôõóóüìåíïé>, ùò áäåëöïß åí ×ñéóôþ
ðïõ åßíáé ï áèÜíáôïò Âáóéëåýò êáé Èåüò ìáò.

×ñéóôüò ÁíÝóôç åê íåêñþí, èáíÜôù èÜíáôïí
ðáôÞóáò êáé ôïéò åí ôïéò ìíÞìáóé æùÞí ÷áñéóÜìåíïò!

Áëçèþò ÁíÝóôç ï Êýñéïò!
Ìå ðïëëÞ åí Êõñßù áíáóôÜíôé ðáôñéêÞ áãÜðç,

Ï Óåâ. Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò ÁìåñéêÞò ê. Óðõñßäùí ìüëéò
ðëçñïöïñÞèçêå ôçí Ýíáñîç ôùí å÷èñïðñáîéþí óôçí
Ãéïõãêïóëáâßá åîÝöñáóå ôçí áðïãïÞôåõóÞ ôïõ ãéá ôç
÷ñÞóç âßáò ùò ìÝóïõ åðßëõóçò ôùí äéáöïñþí óôï
Êüóïâï êáé åîÝäùóå ôçí áêüëïõèç áíáêïßíùóç:

<Ìå ìåãÜëç ëýðç êáé áðïãïÞôåõóç ðáñáêïëïõ-
èïýìå ôçí åãêáôÜëåéøç ôùí ðñïóðáèåéþí åéñçíéêÞò
åðßëõóçò ôïõ ðñïâëÞìáôïò óôï ÊïóóõöïðÝäéï êáé ôçí
÷ñÞóç âßáò êáé èáíáôçöüñùí üðëùí.

>Ùò Ïñèüäïîïé ×ñéóôéáíïß äåí ìðïñïýìå ðáñÜ íá
êáôáäéêÜóïõìå ôçí ÷ñÞóç âßáò ãéá ôçí åðßëõóç ðïëéôéêþí
ðñïâëçìÜôùí. ÐñÝðåé íá åîáíôëÞóïõìå êÜèå äõíáôÞ
ðñïóðÜèåéá êáé íá åõ÷çèïýìå, üôé ôá äéðëùìáôéêÜ êáé
ïé Üëëïé åíáëëáêôéêïß ôñüðïé ðåéèïýò èá áíôéêáôá-
óôÞóïõí óýíôïìá ôá üðëá ôïõ ðïëÝìïõ.

>Ðñïóåõ÷üìåèá ãéá ôïõò óõìðáôñéþôåò ìáò
Áìåñéêáíïýò ðïõ õðçñåôïýí óôéò Ýíïðëåò äõíÜìåéò, áëëÜ
êáé ãéá ôïõò ïìüèñçóêïõò Ïñèüäïîïõò ×ñéóôéáíïýò ôçò
Óåñâßáò.

>Ðñïóåõ÷üìåèá ãéá üëá ôá èýìáôá áõôÞò ôçò
óýãêñïõóçò, ôïõò ðñüóöõãåò, ôïõò Üóôåãïõò êáé ôïõò
åêðáôñéóèÝíôåò. Ðñïóåõ÷üìåèá ãéá ìéá åéñçíéêÞ ëýóç ôïõ
ðñïâëÞìáôïò ðïõ èá  âáóßæåôáé óôïí óåâáóìü ôçò
áîéïðñÝðåéáò êáé ôçò áîßáò êÜèå áíèñþðéíçò æùÞò
áíåîáñôÞôùò èñçóêåõôéêïý äüãìáôïò êáé åèíéêüôçôïò.

>Ðñïóåõ÷üìåèá áêüìç, ï Èåüò íá ÷áñßóåé óôïõò
áñ÷çãïýò ìáò ôç èÝëçóç êáé ôç óïößá íá âáäßóïõí ôïí
äñüìï ôçò åéñÞíçò, ôçò êáôáëëáãÞò êáé ôçò áðü êïéíïý
óõíåííüçóçò.
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Ïéêïõìåíéêüò ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò, Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò ÁìåñéêÞò êáôáäéêÜæïõí ôçí âßá êáé æçôïýí åéñÞíç
>Êáëþ üëïõò ôïõò Ïñèüäïîïõò ×ñéóôéáíïýò, áëëÜ

êáé êÜèå Üíèñùðï êáëÞò èåëÞóåùò íá ðñïóåõ÷çèïýí
ãéá ôçí ôá÷åßá åðéóôñïöÞ óôçí ôñÜðåæá ôùí äéáðñáã-
ìáôåýóåùí ãéá íá õðåñðçäçèïýí ìå ôñüðïõò åéñçíéêïýò
ïé äõóêïëßåò ôçò óôéãìÞò êáé íá ðñïóôáôåõèåß ç
êéíäõíåýïõóá æùÞ ôüóùí äçìéïõñãçìÜôùí ôïõ Èåïý>.

ÅîÜëëïõ ï Óåâáóìéüôáôïò áðçýèõíå îå÷ùñéóôÝò
åðéóôïëÝò óôïí ðñüåäñï Êëßíôïí êáèþò êáé óôïí ðñüåäñï
ôçò Ãéïõãêïóëáâßáò Óëüìðïíôáí Ìéëüóåâéôò. Ï Áñ÷éåðß-
óêïðïò æÞôçóå ôçí äéáêïðÞ ôùí å÷èñïðñáîéþí ôïõëÜ-
÷éóôïí ãéá ôçí ðåñßïäï ôïõ ÐÜó÷á ôùí Ïñèïäüîùí, ôùí
Ñùìáéïêáèïëéêþí, ôïõ Åâñáúêïý ÐÜó÷á áëëÜ êáé ôùí
ìïõóïõëìáíéêþí èñçóêåõôéêþí ãéïñôþí. ÐáñÜëëçëá
æÞôçóå, áðü ôïõò äýï çãÝôåò, ôçí åîåýñåóç åéñçíéêþí
ôñüðùí åðßëõóçò ôùí ðñïâëçìÜôùí óôï Êüóïâï.

Óå Üëëç åðéóôïëÞ ôïõ ðñïò ôïí ÐáôñéÜñ÷ç ôùí
ÓÝñâùí ê. Ðáýëï, ï Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò ÁìåñéêÞò ê. Óðõñßäùí
åîÝöñáóå ôçí õðïóôÞñéîç êáé óõìðáñÜóôáóç ôïõ
Åëëçíïñèüäïîïõ ëáïý ôçò ÁìåñéêÞò óôï äïêéìáæüìåíï
Óåñâéêü ëáü.

<Ðñïóåõ÷üìáóôå èåñìÜ, ôï Ýëåïò êáé ç æùÞ ðïõ
ðçãÜæïõí áðü ôïí ÐáíÜãéï ÔÜöï ôïõ áíáóôçèÝíôïò
Êõñßïõ ìáò íá öùôßóïõí üëåò ôéò ðëåõñÝò, þóôå íá
åðéæçôÞóïõí ôçí åéñÞíç êáé íá ôçí åðéäéþîïõí ìå êÜèå
åðéìïíÞ êáé åéëéêñßíåéá>, êáôÝëçîå óôçí åðéóôïëÞ ôïõ ï
Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò.

Åêêëçóç Ïéêïõìåíéêïý ÐáôñéÜñ÷ç
Ç Á.È.Ð. ï Ïéêïõìåíéêüò ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò Êùíóôáíôéíïõ-

ðüëåùò ê. Âáñèïëïìáßïò áðçýèõíå Ýêêëçóç ãéá
êáôÜðáõóç ôïõ ðõñüò ìå çìåñïìçíßá 29 Ìáñôßïõ ôï
êåßìåíï ôçò ïðïßáò Ý÷åé ùò åîÞò:

<Çìåßò, ï ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò Âáñèïëïìáßïò, åí ïíüìáôé ôïõ
Öéëáíèñþðïõ Èåïý åí ïíüìáôé ôïõ áíèñùðßíïõ ãÝíïõò,
åí ïíüìáôé ôïõ ðïëéôéóìïý, åí üøåé ôïõ Âáúñáìßïõ ôùí
ÌïõóïõëìÜíùí, åí üøåé ôïõ ÐÜó÷á ôùí Ñùìáéïêá-
èïëéêþí êáé ôùí Ðñïôåóôáíôþí, åí üøåé ôïõ ÐÜó÷á ôùí
Éóñáçëéôþí, åí üøåé ôïõ ÐÜó÷á ôùí Ïñèïäüîùí, ðïéïý-
ìåèá ãïíõêëéíåßò èåñìïôÜôçí Ýêêëçóéí åê âÜèïõò ïäõíï-
ìÝíçò êáñäßáò ðñïò ôïõò ÊõâåñíÞôáò üëçò ôçò ãÞò, ðñïò
ôïõò óôñáôÜñ÷áò üëïõ ôïõ êüóìïõ, ðñïò ôïõò ïðëï-
öüñïõò ïðïõäÞðïôå ôïõ ðëáíÞôïõ ìáò, üðùò êáôáðáý-
óïõí ôï ðïëåìéêüí ðýñ êáôÜ ôáò çìÝñáò ôáýôáò êáé äéÜ
ðáíôüò, êáé üðùò åðéëýóïõí åéñçíéêþò äé� áìïéâáßáò
êáôáíïÞóåùò êáé äé� áìïéâáßùí õðï÷ùñÞóåùí üëá ôá
ôïðéêÜ, ôá äéåèíÞ êáé ôá ðáãêüóìéá ðñïâëÞìáôá, ßíá ï
Èåüò ôçò åéñÞíçò êáé ôïõ åëÝïõò åõëïãÞóç áõôïýò êáé
ðÜíôáò áíèñþðïõò. ÁìÞí>.
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BEST GREEK MUSIC FOR SPRING

TEL: (718) 932-8400
(800) GREEK 22

GREEK VIDEO
RECORDS & TAPES
25-50 31st STREET � ASTORIA
NY 11102 � FAX: (718) 932-4911

When in New York, visit our
Greek Music & Video Super-
store, with over 6000 sq ft of
displays, with every CD, Cas-
sette or video in the market
and the lowest prices.

Included in the catalog:
Ü NEW RELEASES- All the new releases that came

for Christmas and January 99
Ü Teleftees Epitihies - All the latest releases
Ü Videos  for the whole family
Ü SALE ON CD�s - Over one hundred CD�s

as low as $4.98
Ü SALE ON CASSETTES - Over one hundred CS�s

as low as $2.98
NEW RELEASES - Demotika - Nisiotika - Horeftika
- Kritika - Rebetika - Zeibekika - Hasapika -
Tsiftetelia - Instrumental - Pontiaka - Pedika -
Sholika - Palia tragoudia - Classical music -
Soundtracks - Archaea and Byzantine

ALL OF GREEK MUSIC
& VIDEO IN ONE CATALOG

FREE UPON
REQUEST

1999 SPRING CATALOG

We supply Greek CD�s, cassettes
and videos in consignment to
Churches for their annual festivals,
at very low, special prices. Plealse
call us for more details.

AT UNBELIEVABLY LOW - LOW
FANTASTIC PRICES

ÅëëÞíùí ìðñïóôÜ óôéò ìåãÜëåò ðñïêëÞ-
óåéò ôçò åðï÷Þò>, õðïãñÜììéóå ï ÄÞìáñ-
÷ïò ôçò ÁèÞíáò êáé ôåëåôÜñ÷çò ôçò
ÐáñÝëáóçò, ÄçìÞôñçò Áâñáìüðïõëïò,
ìåôáöÝñïíôáò óôïõò ¸ëëçíåò ôçò ÍÝáò
Õüñêçò <ìÞíõìá áãÜðçò> áðü ôçí åëëç-
íéêÞ ðñùôåýïõóá.

<ÓÞìåñá åßíáé ìéá ùñáßá óôéãìÞ ãéá
ôïí Åëëçíéóìü ôçò ÁìåñéêÞò, áöïý ïé äýï
ìåãÜëåò ðüëåéò ðñï÷þñçóáí óå ìéá
óõìâïëéêÞ êáé ïõóéáóôéêÞ ðñÜîç>, åðáíÝ-
ëáâå ï ê. Áâñáìüðïõëïò, áíáöåñüìåíïò
óôï Ðñùôüêïëëï Óõíåñãáóßáò ðïõ
õðïãñÜöçêå áíÜìåóá óôéò äýï ðüëåéò
ëßãï ðñéí îåêéíÞóåé ç ðáñÝëáóç êáé ôï
ïðïßï, üðùò åßðå, <èá äþóåé ôç äõíáôü-
ôçôá óôïõò ¸ëëçíåò ôçò ÁìåñéêÞò ìÝóá
áðü áõôÞ ôç ó÷Ýóç íá öÝñïõí óôçí
åðéöÜíåéá ðåñéóóüôåñï ðïëéôéóìü áðü
ôçí ÅëëÜäá, ðåñéóóüôåñá ìçíýìáôá ãéá
ôï ìÝëëïí áõôïý ôïõ êüóìïõ>.

<Åßíáé ìÝñá ãéïñôÞò êáé ãéá ôç ÍÝá
Õüñêç> åßðå ï ÄÞìáñ÷ïò Ñïýíôïëö
ÔæïõëéÜíé, åõ÷áñéóôþíôáò ôçí åëëçíéêÞ
Êïéíüôçôá <ðïõ äÜíåéóå ôüóá ðïëëÜ óôç
ðüëç ôçò ÍÝáò Õüñêçò>.

<ÓÞìåñá ãéïñôÜæïõìå ãéá ü,ôé ÷ñù-
óôÜìå óôïí åëëçíéêü Ðïëéôéóìü, ôçí
åëëçíéêÞ Éóôïñßá, ôçí åëëçíéêÞ Öéëïóïößá,
ôçí ÐáñÜäïóç. Åõ÷áñéóôïýìå ðÜñá ðïëý.
ÐñÝðåé íá åßóôå ðïëý õðåñÞöáíïé>,
êáôÝëçîå ï ê. ÔæïõëéÜíé.

<Öåýãïõìå ìå ôéò êáëýôåñåò åíôõ-
ðþóåéò. Äåßîáôå ãéá Üëëç ìéá öïñÜ ôï

óôü÷ï íá äïõëåýïõìå ãéá ôïõò ðïëßôåò ìáò,
ðïõ åßíáé ðïëßôåò ôïõ êüóìïõ üëïõ>.

<Ç ÍÝá Õüñêç ïöåßëåé óôçí ÁèÞíá ôéò
äçìïêñáôéêÝò ôçò áñ÷Ýò, ôïí ðïëéôéóìü,
ôçí Éóôïñßá êáé ôïõò ¸ëëçíåò êáôïßêïõò
ôçò>, ôüíéóå ï ÄÞìáñ÷ïò ôçò ÍÝáò Õüñêçò,
Ñïýíôïëö ÔæïõëéÜíé, ï ïðïßïò áðïäÝ÷èçêå
ðñüôáóç ôïõ ê. Áâñáìüðïõëïõ íá åðéóêå-
öèåß ìÝóá óôï 1999 ôçí ÁèÞíá, åíþ åõ÷á-
ñßóôçóå ôïí Áñ÷éåðßóêïðï ÁìåñéêÞò,
Óðõñßäùíá ãéáôß, üðùò åßðå, <ìå ôç äñÜóç
ôïõ Ý÷åé êáôáóôåß ðíåõìáôéêüò çãÝôçò
üëùí ôùí ÍåïûïñêÝæùí>.

<ÓÞìåñá ïëüêëçñïò ï Åëëçíéóìüò óå
ïëüêëçñï ôïí êüóìï ãéïñôÜæåé ôçí áðå-
ëåõèÝñùóÞ ôïõ áðü Ýíá ìáêñáßùíï æõãü,
ôçí ðáëéããåíåóßá ôïõ êáé ôçí êñáôéêÞ ôïõ
áíáóõãêñüôçóç. Ìáæß ìå ïëüêëçñï ôïí
Åëëçíéóìü ãéïñôÜæåé êáé ôï áíáðüóðáóôï
êïììÜôé ôïõ ðïõ åßíáé ç ìåãÜëç ìáò
ïìïãÝíåéá ôçò ÁìåñéêÞò. ÃéïñôÜæåé ìå
ëáìðñüôçôá, ìå áéóèÞìáôá õðåñçöÜíåéáò
ãéá ôï ðáñåëèüí êáé ìå ÷ñçóôÝò åëðßäåò
ãéá ôï ìÝëëïí>, åðéóÞìáíå ï Óåâáóìéüôáôïò
Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò ÁìåñéêÞò, Óðõñßäùí.

Áðü ôçí ðëåõñÜ ôïõ ï õöõðïõñãüò
Åîùôåñéêþí, Ãñçãüñçò Íéþôçò åðéóÞìáíå
ôçí áíÜãêç åíüôçôáò ôïõ áðáíôá÷ïý ôçò
ãçò Åëëçíéóìïý, ëÝãïíôáò üôé <åíùìÝíïé
åßìáóôå ðéï äõíáôïß> êáé ÷áñáêôÞñéóå
ôïõò áðüäçìïõò ̧ ëëçíåò ùò <ôï ìïíáäéêü
óôÞñéãìá ôçò ðáôñßäáò ìáò>.

Ï ðñüåäñïò ôçò ÄéáêïììáôéêÞò
ÅðéôñïðÞò ôïõ Åëëçíéêïý Êïéíïâïõëßïõ
ãéá ôïí Áðüäçìï Åëëçíéóìü, ÄçìÞôñçò
ÐáíôåñìáëÞò õðïãñÜììéóå, ìå ôç óåéñÜ

Õüñêçò êáé óõíôåëåôÜñ÷çò Âáóßëåéïò
ÓôáèÜêïò, åêöñÜæïíôáò ôç ìåãÜëç ôïõ
÷áñÜ ãéá ôçí ôéìÞ ðïõ ôïõ ãßíåôáé <íá
åêðñïóùðÞóåé ãéá ðñþôç öïñÜ ôç
ìåãÜëç ïìïãÝíåéá ôçò ÁìåñéêÞò óå Ýíá
óôáõñïäñüìé üðïõ üëá ôá ìÜôéá ôïõ
êüóìïõ ìáò ðáñáêïëïõèïýí>.

Ôï ðñùß åôåëÝóèç Äïîïëïãßá óôïí
Êáèåäñéêü Íáü ôçò Áãßáò ÔñéÜäáò óôï
Ìáí÷Üôáí, ÷ïñïóôáôïýíôïò ôïõ Óåâáó-
ìéïôÜôïõ Áñ÷éåðéóêüðïõ ÁìåñéêÞò ê.
Óðõñßäùíá. Ðáñüíôåò Þôáí ï ÄÞìáñ÷ïò
Áèçíáßùí êáé ôåëåôÜñ÷çò, ÄçìÞôñçò
Áâñáìüðïõëïò, ï õöõðïõñãüò Åîùôåñé-
êþí, Ãñçãüñçò Íéþôçò, ï õðïõñãüò

Ðáéäåßáò êáé Ðïëéôéóìïý ôçò Êýðñïõ,
ÏõñÜíéïò Éùáííßäçò, ï ðñüåäñïò êáé ôá
ìÝëç ôçò ÄéáêïììáôéêÞò ÅðéôñïðÞò ôçò
ÂïõëÞò ôùí ÅëëÞíùí ãéá ôïí Áðüäçìï
Åëëçíéóìü, ÄçìÞôñçò ÐáíôåñìáëÞò,
Âáóßëçò ÐÜððáò, Óôáýñïò Ðáíáãéþôïõ,
ÐÝôñïò ÊïõíáëÜêçò êáé ÔÜóïò ÉíôæÝò, ïé
ÐñÝóâåéò ÅëëÜäáò êáé Êýðñïõ óôá
ÇíùìÝíá Åèíç, ×ñÞóôïò Æá÷áñÜêéò êáé
Óþôïò Æáê÷áßïò, ïé ÐñÝóâåéò ÅëëÜäáò êáé
Êýðñïõ óôçí ÏõÜóéãêôïí, ÁëÝîáíäñïò
Ößëùí êáé Åñáôþ ÌáñêïõëëÞ, ïé Ãåíéêïß
Ðñüîåíïé ÅëëÜäáò êáé Êýðñïõ óôç ÍÝá
Õüñêç, ×áñÜëáìðïò ÌÜíåóçò êáé Ðáíôå-
ëÞò ÇëéÜäçò, êáèþò êáé ðïëëïß ïìïãåíåßò.

ìåãáëåßï ôçò ÏìïãÝíåéáò, åäþ óôç ìåãÜëç
ìçôñüðïëç ôïõ Áðüäçìïõ Åëëçíéóìïý, ôç
ÍÝá Õüñêç>, ôüíéóå áðåõèõíüìåíïò óôïõò
ïìïãåíåßò ï õöõðïõñãüò Åîùôåñéêþí,
Ãñçãüñçò Íéþôçò, åðáíáëáìâÜíïíôáò üôé
<åíùìÝíïò ï Åëëçíéóìüò ôùí 17 åêáôïì-
ìõñßùí äåí Ý÷åé íá öïâçèåß ôßðïôá>. <Áõôü
ôï ìÞíõìá óôÝëíåé áðü åäþ ç ÏìïãÝíåéá.
ÌÞíõìá åëðßäáò üôé ìå ôç íåïëáßá ìðï-
ñïýìå íá äéáâïýìå ìå áéóéïäïîßá ôç ëåù-
öüñï, åäþ áðü ôçí 5ç Ëåùöüñï óõìâï-
ëéêÜ, ðñïò ôïí 21ï áéþíá>, ðñüóèåóå ï
õöõðïõñãüò.

Íùñßôåñá, óôçí êáèéåñùìÝíç äåîßù-
óç óôï îåíïäï÷åßï Plaza ïé ÄÞìáñ÷ïé ÍÝáò
Õüñêçò êáé Áèçíþí õðÝãñáøáí Ðñùôü-
êïëëï Óõíåñãáóßáò ìåôáîý ôùí äýï ðü-
ëåùí, ôï ïðïßï ðñïâëÝðåé, ìåôáîý Üëëùí,
ôçí áíôáëëáãÞ åìðåéñéþí ðÜíù óôïí
ôñüðï êáé ôá óõóôÞìáôá äéá÷åßñéóçò ôùí
èåìÜôùí ìéáò ðüëçò.

<Ç ÁèÞíá, ç éóôïñéêÞ ðñùôåýïõóá ôïõ
äõôéêïý êüóìïõ, ç éóôïñéêÞ ðñùôåýïõóá
ôçò Åõñþðçò Ý÷åé êÜíåé Þäç Ýíá âÞìá
åìðñüò, õðïãñÜöïíôáò áõôü ôï Ðñùôü-
êïëëï Óõíåñãáóßáò ìå ôçí ðñùôåýïõóá
ôïõ êüóìïõ, ôç ÍÝá Õüñêç>, åðéóÞìáíå ï
ÄÞìáñ÷ïò Áèçíáßùí, ÄçìÞôñçò Áâñáìü-
ðïõëïò, ãéá íá õðïãñáììßóåé üôé <ìáæß ÍÝá
Õüñêç êáé ÁèÞíá èá óõíå÷ßóïõìå íá óõíåñ-
ãáæüìáóôå ãéá Ýíáí êüóìï ðéï áíèñþðéíï,
ðéï üìïñöï êáé ðéï áóöáëÞ êáé ìå êïéíü

ôïõ, ôï åíäéáöÝñïí ðïõ äåß÷íåé ç ÂïõëÞ
ôùí ÅëëÞíùí êáé ï Ðñüåäñüò ôçò Áðü-
óôïëïò ÊáêëáìÜíçò ãéá ôá ðñïâëÞìáôá
ôïõ Åëëçíéóìïý ôçò ÄéáóðïñÜò.

Ï õðïõñãüò Ðáéäåßáò êáé Ðïëéôéóìïý
ôçò Êýðñïõ, ÏõñÜíéïò Éùáííßäçò åîÝ-
öñáóå ôçí ðåðïßèçóç ôïõ êõðñéáêïý
ëáïý üôé óýíôïìá èá äéêáéùèåß ï áãþíáò
ôïõ, ôïíßæïíôáò üôé <ôá 25 ÷ñüíéá óõíå÷é-
æüìåíçò êáôï÷Þò ôùí ôïõñêéêþí óôñáôåõ-
ìÜôùí èá ôåëåéþóïõí>, ãéáôß, üðùò åßðå,
<ôï èÝëåé ï áðáíôá÷ïý Åëëçíéóìüò>.

<ÈÝëïõìå íá áíáêçñýîïõìå ôï 1999
ùò Ýôïò ãéá ôçí åðßëõóç ôïõ Êõðñéáêïý>,
ôüíéóå ï ðñüåäñïò ôïõ Óõìâïõëßïõ
Áðüäçìïõ Åëëçíéóìïý, Áíôñéïõ Áèåíò êáé
æÞôçóå áðü üëïõò ôïõò ̧ ëëçíåò, üðïõ êáé
áí âñßóêïíôáé, <íá åßíáé åíùìÝíïé>,
åêöñÜæïíôáò ôçí áéóéïäïîßá ôïõ üôé <èá
ôá êáôáöÝñïõìå>.

Ôç óõìðáñÜóôáóÞ ôçò óôïí áãþíá
ôùí Êõðñßùí ãéá ìéá äßêáéç ëýóç óôï
Êõðñéáêü, åîÝöñáóå, áðü ôçí ðëåõñÜ ôçò,
ç áíôéêõâåñíÞôçò ôçò Ðïëéôåßáò ôçò ÍÝáò
Õüñêçò, Ìáßñç Íôüíá÷éïõ, åíþ ï ðñüåäñïò
ôçò Ïìïóð. Åëëçíéêþí Óùìáôåßùí Ìåßæï-
íïò ÍÝáò Õüñêçò, Ãéþñãïò Ãåùñãüðïõëïò
åõ÷Þèçêå <ÅéñÞíç óôá ÂáëêÜíéá>.

<Ï Åëëçíéóìüò åêðñïóùðåß ôá éäá-
íéêÜ ôïõ êüóìïõ ïëüêëçñïõ>, óçìåßùóå ï
ðñþçí ðñüåäñïò ôçò Ïìïóðïíäßáò
Åëëçíéêþí Óùìáôåßùí Ìåßæïíïò ÍÝáò

MÞíõìá áéóéïäïîßáò êáé äýíáìçò óôïí áðáíôá÷ïý Åëëçíéóìü áðü ôçí ÏìïãÝíåéá
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Äçì. ÐáíÜãïò

ÍÅÁ ÕÏÑÊÇ.- Ï ðñüåäñïò ôïõ Äçìïôéêïý Óõìâïõëßïõ ôçò ÍÝáò Õüñêçò Ðßôåñ Âáëüí(äåîéÜ)
åðÝäùóå óôïí Óåâ. Áñ÷éåðßóêïðï ÁìåñéêÞò ê. Óðõñßäùíá äéáêÞñõîç ãéá ôçí åðÝôåéï ôçò
ÅëëçíéêÞò Áíåîáñôçóßáò êáèþò êáé îå÷ùñéóôÞ äéáêÞñõîç ãéá ôçí 51ç åðÝôåéï ôçò Ýíùóçò
ôùí ÄùäåêáíÞóùí ìå ôçí ÅëëÜäá. Ôïí Óåâáóìéüôáôï ðëáéóéþíïõí (áðü áñéóôåñÜ) ïé
Ãåí. Ðñüîåíïé ôçò Êýðñïõ êáé ôçò ÅëëÜäïò Ðáíô. ÇëéÜäçò êáé ×áñ. ÌÜíåóçò, ï ðñüåäñïò
ôçò ÐáììáêåäïíéêÞò Çë. Íåïöõôßäçò, ï ðñüåäñïò ôçò ÄùäåêáíçóéáêÞò Ïìïóðïíäßáò
Èåïëüãïò Ôçëéáíüò êáé ï ðñüåäñïò ôçò êïéíüôçôáò ôïõ Áã. Åëåõèåñßïõ ÉùÜí. ÌÜëëéïò

Äçì. ÐáíÜãïò
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ÄÙÑÅÁÍ ØÇÖÉÁÊÏ ÄÏÑÕÖÏÑÉÊÏ ÓÕÓÔÇÌÁ ÊÁÔÏÐÉÍ REBATE
¼ôáí äéáëÝîåôå ôï ðáêÝôï One-Rate plan ãéá Ýíá ÷ñüíï.
Ôï ðáêÝôï áõôü óõìðåñéëáìâÜíåé ôï ðñüãñáììá ôïõ Antenna
Satellite, ôï ðáêÝôï ðñïãñáììáôéóìïý America�s Top 100 CD
êáé 1 ðáêÝôï premium movie ôçò åðéëïãÞò óáò.

1-800-898-2681

ÐÁÊÅÔÏ DISH NETWORK ONE-RATE PLAN*

ÓõìðåñéëáìâÜíåé
1 ðáêÝôï

premium movie
ôçò åðéëïãÞò óáò

ÁÐÏËÁÕÓÔÅ ÔÏ
ÊÁÈÇÌÅÑÉÍÏ ÐÑÏÃÑÁÌÌÁ

ÔÏÕ ANTENNA SATELITE
MONO ME $14.99

ÔÏÍ ÌÇÍÁ

ÓõìðåñéëáìâÜíåé ÄÙÑÅÁÍ äåýôåñç äïñõöïñéêÞ
êåñáßá ãéá üóïõò èÝëïõí íá ðáñáêïëïõèïýí
ôï Åëëçíéêü ðñùôÜèëçìá Ðïäïóöáßñïõ Á´
ÅèíéêÞò Êáôçãïñßáò

ÅðáããåëìáôéêÞ
ÅãêáôÜóôáóç Ìüíï $99

More Channels...
More Choices.SM

www.antena.gr
www.kbs-tv.com

ÔÇËÅÖÙÍÇÓÔÅ ÓÇÌÅÑÁ

[ ÁíÝóôç ×ñéóôüò êáß æùÞ ðïëéôåýåôáé.
Ðïëéôåýåôáé, ]áðëþíåôáé ðáíôï̀õ äçëáäÞ ]ùò {áíèïò [áíïßîåùò

]ç æùÞ êáß ãßíåôáé êáß ðÜëéí êõñßáñ÷ïò ðñáãìáôéêüôçò êáß ]ùñáéüôçò
[åí ð̀áóé. ÐëÞñùìá æù̀çò. Ðåñéïõóßá æù̀çò. ×Üñéò êáß ðëï̀õôïò æù̀çò
êáß ÷áñÜ êáß å�éñÞíç êáß ö̀ùò! Ï}õôïò ]õðïäå÷üìåèá, ï}õôù ÷áéñüìåèá,
ï}õôù âéï̀õìåí ï�é [ Ïñèüäïîïé ×ñéóôéáíïß ôÞí [áíÜóôáóéí ôï̀õ ×ñéóôï̀õ.

ÄéÜ ôü ðïëõèñÞíçôïí ôï̀õôï ôñá̀õìá [åðéêñÜíèç ]ï } ~Áäçò.
[ ÅðéêñÜíèç êáß ãÜñ êáôçñãÞèç. Êáß ãÜñ [åíåðáß÷èç. Êáß ãÜñ
[åíåêñþèç. Êáß ãÜñ [åäåóìåýèç. Íáß, [áäåëöïß êáß ôÝêíá [åí Êõñß~ù
[áãáðçôÜ: [ ÅðéêñÜíèç ]ï } ~Áäçò. [ ÅðéêñÜíèç!

Äéüôé [áíÜóôáóéò óçìáßíåé íßêç [åðß ôï̀õ èáíÜôïõ. Óçìáßíåé
]åðïìÝíùò æùÞ, âåâáéüôçò æù̀çò [åí Èå~ù̀, æù̀çò á�éùíßïõ. ] Ï óåâü-
ìåíïò ôüí [ ÁíáóôÜíôá, óÝâåôáé êáß ôÞí äùñåÜí ồçò [áíáóôÜóåùò,
ôÞí æùÞí. ÔÞí æùÞí ôÞí �éäßáí. ÔÞí æùÞí ôï̀õ óõíáíèñþðïõ. ÔÞí
æùÞí ôï`õ [áíôéðÜëïõ. ÔÞí æùÞí ôï`õ [å÷èñï`õ. ÔÞí æùÞí ôï`õ
ðåñéâÜëëïíôïò êüóìïõ. ÓÝâåôáé ôÞí æùÞí êáß ]õðïìÝíåé ôÜò
èëßøåéò á[õô`çò, èåùñ`ùí ôÜ ðÜíôá ]õðü ôüí ãëõêáóìüí ô`çò
[áíáóôÜóåùò.

[ ÅðåéäÞ }ïìùò ]õðåñåðåñßóóåõóåí ]ç ]áìáñôßá êáß ]ï [åê ôáýôçò
óêïôáóìüò ôï̀õ íïüò êáß ồçò êáñäßáò, |çëèå êáß ðÜëéí ]ç }ùñá, ¬éíá
]çìå¡éò ï�é [ Ïñèüäïîïé ×ñéóôéáíïß, ï�é [áêñáäÜíôùò å�éò ôÞí [áíÜóôáóéí
ðéóôåýïíôåò, ãßíùìåí êáß ðÜëéí ìÜñôõñåò ồçò [áíáóôÜóåùò ôï̀õ
×ñéóôï̀õ (Ðñáî. 1,22).
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äéÜðõñïò ðñüò ×ñéóôüí [ ÁíáóôÜíôá
å[õ÷Ýôçò ðÜíôùí ]õì̀ùí

ÐÁÔÑÉÁÑ×ÉÊÇ ÁÐÏÄÅÉÎÉÓ ÅÐÉ Ô~~Ù ÁÃÉ~Ù ÐÁÓ×Á

Ôá èõñáíïßîéá ôïõ Ýîù íÜñèçêá ôïõ
Éåñïý Íáïý ôïõ Åõáããåëéóìïý ôçò Èåïôü-
êïõ óôï Stamford ôïõ ÊïííÝêôéêáô ôÝëåóå
ôï âñÜäõ ôçò ðåñáóìÝíçò ÔåôÜñôçò,
ðáñáìïíÞò ôçò 25çò Ìáñôßïõ, ï Áñ÷éåðß-
óêïðïò ÁìåñéêÞò, Óðõñßäùí, ìåôÜ ôïí
áñ÷éåñáôéêü Åóðåñéíü.

<Ðåôý÷áôå ðïëëÜ êáé êáëåßóôå íá
ðåôý÷åôå áêüìç ðåñéóóüôåñá, ãéáôß êáé
ðßóôç Ý÷åôå êáé ðñïóÞëùóç Ý÷åôå óôéò
ðáñáäüóåéò óáò êáé óôá ðáéäéÜ óáò
èÝëåôå íá ìåôáäþóåôå ü,ôé åóåßò èåùñåßôå
êáëü>, ôüíéóå ï Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò áðåõèõ-
íüìåíïò óôá ìÝëç ôçò ÅëëçíéêÞò Êïéíü-
ôçôáò ôïõ Stamford êáé ÷áñáêôÞñéóå
áîéüëïãç êáé áîéÝðáéíç ôçí ðñïóðÜèåéá
ôïõò, äéáâåâáéþíïíôÜò ôïõò üôé <èá Ý÷ïõí
ôç óõìðáñÜóôáóç êáé ôçí êáôáíüçóç ôçò
ÉåñÜò Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò>.

<¹ôáí ìéá óðïõäáßá ìÝñá ãéá ôç æùÞ
ôçò ÊïéíüôçôÜò óáò êáé Þèåëá ïðùó-
äÞðïôå íá âñåèþ ìáæß óáò ãéá íá óáò
óõã÷áñþ, ãéá íá óáò åêöñÜóù ôçí
êáý÷çóç ðïõ äïêéìÜæù ãéá óáò. Êáý÷çóç
äéüôé åðéôåëåßôå ü,ôé åðéôåëåßôå, äéüôé
êñáôåßôå ôçí Ïñèïäïîßá óáò êáé ôéò ðáñá-
äüóåéò. Ãéáôß ðáñáìÝíåôå óôçí êáñäéÜ óáò
¸ëëçíåò êáé åßíáé ìåãÜëç õðüèåóç íá åßóáé
¸ëëçíáò. Óçìáßíåé üôé áíÞêåéò óôï ãÝíïò
åêåßíï ðïõ Ý÷åé ôçí ðéï Ýíäïîç éóôïñßá ôïõ
êüóìïõ. ̧ ÷ïõìå éóôïñßá õðåñôñéó÷éëéåôÞ,
éóôïñßá ãåìÜôç áðü äüîá êáé èõóßåò êáé
ãåííáéüôçôåò. Êáé üìùò êáìéÜ öïñÜ
ðáñáóõñüìáóôå êáé íïìßæïõìå üôé Ý÷ïõìå
íá áíôéãñÜøïõìå Üëëïõò, üôé Ý÷ïõí Üëëïé
íá ìáò äéäÜîïõí ðïëëÜ>, áíÝöåñå ï
Óåâáóìéüôáôïò.

Ç ÅëëçíéêÞ Êïéíüôçôá ôïõ Stamford
éäñýèçêå ôï 1905 êáé óÞìåñá áñéèìåß ãýñù
óôéò 180 ïéêïãÝíåéåò. Ôï Óõìâïýëéü ôçò
áðïôåëåßôáé áðü 15 Üôïìá, ôá ïðïßá
åíáëëÜóóïíôáé áíÜ 7 Þ 8 êÜèå äýï ÷ñüíéá.

Óôïõò êüëðïõò ôçò ëåéôïõñãåß åëëç-
íéêü ó÷ïëåßï Ýùò ôçí 8ç ôÜîç, ìå äýï
äáóêÜëåò êáé óôï ïðïßï öïéôïýí 64
ðáéäéÜ. ÕðÜñ÷åé áêüìç íçðéáãùãåßï,
GOYA êáé Ó÷ïëéêÞ ÅðéôñïðÞ, åíþ Ýíôïíç
äñáóôçñéüôçôá áíáðôýóóïõí ç Öéëü-
ðôù÷ïò Áäåëöüôçôá êáé ï Óýëëïãïò
ÃïíÝùí êáé Êçäåìüíùí.

Ôéò áêïýñáóôåò ðñïóðÜèåéåò ôùí
ÅëëÞíùí ôïõ Stamford ãéá ôçí ïëïêëÞñùóç
ôùí åñãáóéþí óôçí åêêëçóßá ôïõ Åõáã-
ãåëéóìïý ôçò Èåïôüêïõ, êáèþò áðïìÝíåé
ìåôáîý Üëëùí êáé ç áãéïãñÜöçóç ôïõ
íáïý, åðéóÞìáíå óå äçëþóåéò ôïõ ï ðáôÞñ
Êùíóôáíôßíïò ÌÜèéïõò, ï ïðïßïò õðçñå-
ôåß ôçí Êïéíüôçôá åäþ êáé 21 ÷ñüíéá.

Ï Íáüò ôïõ Åõáããåëéóìïý ôçò Èåïôü-
êïõ ôïõ Stamford èåìåëéþèçêå ôï 1987 êáé
ôá èõñáíïßîéá ôïõ Ýãéíáí ôï 1991.

Ñ.Ð.

Æùïäüôçí ðéóôåýïìåí, ãíùñßæïìåí êáß ]ïìïëïãï̀õìåí ôüí
[ ÁíáóôÜíôá ×ñéóôüí. Æùçöüñïí ôÞí {åãåñóéí. { Áñôïí æù̀çò ôüí
[ ÁíáóôÜíôá Êýñéïí.

ÐçãÞ }õäáôïò æù̀çò ]ç [ ÁíÜóôáóéò, [áåíÜùò ñÝïõóá êáß ôÞí
÷Üñéí ðáñÝ÷ïõóá äùñåÜí äáøéë̀ùò.

] Ï <]ùñá¡éïò êÜëëåé> [åãåßñåôáé [áðü ôï`õ ìíÞìáôïò êáß
öéëáíèñþðùò ðñïóëáìâÜíåé ôïýò ðßóôåé ÷ùñï`õíôáò å�éò ôü
óùôÞñéïí ö`ùò ô`çò Á[õôï`õ ]ùñáéüôçôïò. Ðñïóäïêßá, ëïéðüí,
[áóöáëÞò ðÜíôùí ]çì̀ùí ]ç [ ÁíÜóôáóéò.

[ Áäåëöïß êáß ôÝêíá öùôüìïñöá ồçò [ Åêêëçóßáò,
<Êáèáñè̀ùìåí ôÜò á�éóèÞóåéò^ êáß [ïøüìåèá ô~ù̀ [áðñïóßô~ù öùôß

ồçò [áíáóôÜóåùò ×ñéóôüí [åîáóôñÜðïíôá> æùÞí êáß [åëðßäá. Êáß
[áíáâïÞóùìåí }åêáóôïò [áðü âÜèïõò êáñäßáò:

[ ÁíáâÞôù [åê öèïñ̀áò ]ç æùÞ ìïõ ðñüò óÝ ]ï Èåüò!
×ñéóôüò [áíÝóôç! Á[õô~ù̀ ]ç äüîá å�éò ôïýò á�é̀ùíáò. [ ÁìÞí.

} Áãéïí ÐÜó÷á 1999

Áñ÷éåñáôéêüò åóðåñéíüò
êáé Èõñáíïßîéá óôïí
Åõáããåëéóìü ôïõ Stamford

ÌáèçôÝò ìå åèíéêÝò åíäõìáóßåò õðïäÝ÷-
èçêáí ôïí Áñ÷éåðßóêïðï, óôçí åßóïäï ôïõ
Íáïý ôïõ Åõáããåëéóìïý óôï Stamford.

Äçì. ÐáíÜãïò

*Ãéá íá éó÷ýåé áõôÞ ç ðñïóöïñÜ, ï äïñõöïñéêüò äßóêïò ðñÝðåé íá åãêáôáóôáèåß êáé íá åíåñãïðïéçèåß áðü ôþñá Ýùò êáé 30 Áðñéëßïõ, 1999. Åðßóçò üëåò ïé ÷ñåþóåéò ðñÝðåé íá ðëçñùèïýí ìå
ðéóôùôéêÞ êÜñôá (VISA, MASTERCARD Þ AMERICAN EXPRESS) êáé íá áãïñáóèïýí ôá áêüëïõèá ðáêÝôá ðñïãñáììáôéóìïý ãéá Ýíá ÷ñüíï (12 óõíå÷üìåíïõò ìÞíåò): America�s Top 100 CD,
Antenna Satellite êáé 1 ðáêÝôï premium movie ôçò åðéëïãÞò óáò. ÅÜí äéáêïðåß ç óõíäñïìÞ óôïí Antenna Satellite Þ óôï America�s Top 100 CD Þ óôï ðáêÝôï premium movie ðñßí óõìðëçñùèåß Ýíáò
÷ñüíïò áðü ôçí çìåñïìçíßá åíåñãïðïßçóçò ôïõ äïñõöïñéêïý óõóôÞìáôïò èá ÷ñåùèåß Ýíá áêõñùôéêü ôÝëïò. ÔÝëç ìåôáöïñÜò êáé öüñïé äåí óõìðåñéëáìâÜíïíôáé.
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ÍÅÁ ÕÏÑÊÇ.� Áíáêïéíþèçêå åðß-
óçìá óôéò 24 Ìáñôßïõ, óôçí É. Áñ÷éåðé-
óêïðÞ ÁìåñéêÞò ç áðüöáóç ôçò ðïëéôåßáò
ôçò ÍÝáò Õüñêçò íá óõíå÷éóèåß ç áíáãíþ-
ñéóç ôçò åôÞóéáò ðïëéôåéáêÞò åîÝôáóçò
óôç ÍåïåëëçíéêÞ Ãëþóóá. Ôçí áíáêïßíùóç
Ýêáíå ï Äñ. Gerald DeMauro, äéåõèõíôÞò
ôïõ ÔìÞìáôïò åêðáßäåõóçò ôçò ðïëéôåßáò
ôçò ÍÝáò Õüñêçò, óôç äéÜñêåéá óõíÜ-
íôçóçò ôïõò ìå ôïí Óåâ. Áñ÷éåðßóêïðï
ÁìåñéêÞò ê. Óðõñßäùíá óôçí Ýäñá ôçò É.
Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò ÁìåñéêÞò.

Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò áíáöåñüìåíïò óôçí óðïõ-
äáéüôçôá ðïõ Ý÷åé ç äéáôÞñçóç ôçò Åëëçíé-
êÞò ãëþóóáò ãéá ôçí ÏìïãÝíåéá.

Ôï ðåñáóìÝíï öèéíüðùñï ôï ÔìÞìá
Åêðáßäåõóçò ôçò ðïëéôåßáò ôçò ÍÝáò
Õüñêçò áíáêïßíùóå ôçí êáôÜñãçóç ôçò
åîÝôáóçò áõôÞò. Ï Óåâáóìéüôáôïò áíôÝ-
äñáóå Üìåóá ôüôå êáé ìå åãêýêëéü ôïõ
ðñïò ôçí ïìïãÝíåéá æÞôçóå ôç óõóðåß-
ñùóç üëùí ãéá ôçí áíÜêëçóÞ ôçò. Õðü ôçí
áéãßäá ôïõ Áñ÷éåðéóêüðïõ óõóôÞèçêå
åéäéêÞ åðéôñïðÞ áãþíá ãéá ôçí åðßôåõîç
áõôïý ôïõ óêïðïý. Ç åðéôñïðÞ åðéóêÝö-
èçêå ôï Albany, ðñùôåýïõóá ôçò ÍÝáò
Õüñêçò, êáé óõíáíôÞèçêå åðáíåéëçììÝíá
ìå éèýíïíôåò ôçò ðïëéôåßáò, åêèÝôïíôáò ôá
áéôÞìáôá ôçò Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò êáé ôçò
ÏìïãÝíåéáò.

Ìå ôçí áðüöáóç áõôÞ, ç É. Áñ÷éåðé-
óêïðÞ ÁìåñéêÞò ìÝóù ôïõ Ãñáöåßïõ
Ðáéäåßáò èá óõíå÷ßóåé ôçí ðñïðáñáóêåõÞ
ôçò åîÝôáóçò regents, üðùò êÜíåé ãéá ôá
ôåëåõôáßá 25 ÷ñüíéá.

Ôçí åãêõñüôçôá ôçò åîÝôáóçò èá
äéáóöáëßæåé áíåîÜñôçôç åîáìåëÞò åðé-
ôñïðÞ åðïðôåßáò ðïõ äéïñßóôçêå Þäç ãéá
ôç äéåôßá 1999-2001. Ôçí åðéôñïðÞ áõôÞ
áðáñôßæïõí ï ê. Êùíóôáíôßíïò Ãêáëßôóçò,
åðéèåùñçôÞò îÝíùí ãëùóóþí ôùí äçìï-
óßùí ó÷ïëåßùí ôçò ðåñéï÷Þò Hicksville, ï
Äñ. Íéêüëáïò Êëáäüðïõëïò, äéåõèõíôÞò
ôïõ Ãñáöåßïõ ÅëëçíéêÞò Ðáéäåßáò ôçò
Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò, ï êáè. ÉùÜííçò ÑáóóéÜò,
ôïõ Êïëåãßïõ ÍôÜñôìïõè, ï Äñ. Áñéóôï-
ôÝëçò Ìé÷üðïõëïò, êáèçãçôÞò ôïõ Åëëçíé-
êïý Êïëåãßïõ óôï Ìðñïýêëáúí ôçò Ìáóá-
÷ïõóÝôçò, ç ê. ÓôÝëëá Ïéêïíüìïõ, âïçèüò
ëõêåéÜñ÷çò ôïõ Ëõêåßïõ Åðéóôçìþí ôçò
ðåñéï÷Þò Ìðñïíî êáé ï Äñ. ÉùÜííçò Óéü-
ëáò, ãñáììáôÝáò ôïõ Åðïðôéêïý Ãñáöåßïõ
ôçò ÅêðáéäåõôéêÞò ÅðéôñïðÞò ôçò ðüëçò
ôçò ÍÝáò Õüñêçò.

Ç Áãßá êáé ÉåñÜ Óýíïäïò ôïõ Ïé-
êïõìåíéêïý Ðáôñéáñ÷åßïõ Êùíóôá-
íôéíïõðüëåùò, óå óõíåäñßá ðïõ ðñáã-
ìáôïðïéÞèçêå ôï ÓÜââáôï, 13 Ìáñôßïõ,
åîÝëåîå ôñåéò íÝïõò Åðéóêüðïõò ãéá ôéò
÷çñåýïõóåò ÅðéóêïðÝò ôçò ÅëëçíéêÞò
Ïñèüäïîçò Åêêëçóßáò ôçò ÁìåñéêÞò:
ÍÝáò ÉåñóÝçò, ÁôëÜíôáò, êáé Íôéôñüéô.

Ï ÈåïöéëÝóôáôïò Åðßóêïðïò ÔñùÜ-
äïò ê. ÁëÝîéïò åîåëÝãç Åðßóêïðïò
ÁôëÜíôáò, ï ÈåïöéëÝóôáôïò Åðßóêïðïò
ÊïìÜíùí ê. Ãåþñãéïò åîåëÝãç Åðßóêïðïò
ÍÝáò ÉåñóÝçò êáé ï Ðáíïóéïëïãéþôáôïò
Áñ÷éìáíäñßôçò ê. Íéêüëáïò ÐéóÜññçò
åîåëÝãç Åðßóêïðïò Íôéôñüéô.

Ï Óåâ. Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò ÁìåñéêÞò ê.
Óðõñßäùí áðÝóôåéëå óôïí Ïéêïõìåíéêü

ÐáôñéÜñ÷ç ê. Âáñèïëïìáßï ôçëåãñÜ-
öçìá ìå ôï ïðïßï åîÝöñáóå ôéò åõ÷á-
ñéóôßåò ôïõ êáèþò åðßóçò êáé ôéò
åõ÷áñéóôßåò ïëüêëçñçò ôçò ÅëëçíéêÞò
Åêêëçóßáò ôçò ÁìåñéêÞò, ãéá ôçí åêëïãÞ
ôùí ôñéþí íÝùí Åðáñ÷éïý÷ùí Åðé-
óêüðùí.

ÅîÜëëïõ óôçí ßäéá óõíåäñßáóç ç
ÉåñÜ Óýíïäïò ôïõ Ïéêïõìåíéêïý Ðáôñé-
áñ÷åßïõ åîÝëåîå ùò Ìçôñïðïëßôç Ôáë-
ëßí êáé ÐÜóçò Åóèïíßáò ôïí Åðßóêïðï
Íáæéáíæïý ê. ÓôÝöáíï.

Ðåñéóóüôåñåò ðëçñïöïñßåò äçìï-
óéåýïíôáé óôü áããëéêü ôìÞìá ôïõ
Ïñèüäïîïõ ÐáñáôçñçôÞ êáé èá áêï-
ëïõèÞóïõí ìåôÜ ôéò åíèñïíßóåéò ôùí
íÝùí åðéóêüðùí.

ôïõ Óôáýñïõ Ðáðáãåñìáíïý

Ç áðüöáóç ôçò Ðïëéôåßáò ôçò ÍÝáò
Õüñêçò Ý÷åé éäéáßôåñç óçìáóßá ãéá ôá äéäá-
óêáëßá ôùí Åëëçíéêþí êáé óôçí õðüëïéðç
÷þñá, üðùò ðáñáôÞñçóáí ï Äñ. DeMauro
êáé Üëëïé åéäÞìïíåò. Óçìåéþíåôáé üôé ç
åöáñìïãÞ ôùí ðïëéôåéáêþí åîåôÜóåùí
óôçí ðïëéôåßá ôçò ÍÝáò Õüñêçò áðïôåëåß
Þäç ðñüôõðï ìßìçóçò êáé áðü Üëëá
ó÷ïëåßá êáé ðïëéôåßåò üðùò óôï ÊïíÝêôé-
êáô, óôç ÍÝá ÉåñóÝç êáé óôçí ÐåíóõëâÜíéá.

<Ç ÉåñÜ ìáò Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞ äïêéìÜæåé
äéêáßùò ìåãÜëç ÷áñÜ êáé éêáíïðïßçóç
óÞìåñá, ïðüôå ìáò áíáããÝëèçêå ç åðß-
óçìç áðüöáóç ôçò Ðïëéôåßáò ôçò ÍÝáò
Õüñêçò íá óõíå÷ßóåé íá áíáãíùñßæåé ôç
äéäáóêáëßá ôùí Åëëçíéêþí óôá ó÷ïëåßá
ôçò Ðïëéôåßáò áõôÞò>, äÞëùóå ï Áñ÷éåðß-
óêïðïò óå êïéíÞ óõíÝíôåõîç Ôýðïõ ðïõ
ìáæß ìå ôïí Äñá DeMauro, ðáñå÷þñçóå
óôïõò åêðñïóþðïõò ôùí ìÝóùí ìáæéêÞò
åíçìÝñùóçò.

>Ç Ãëþóóá åßíáé ç ìçôÝñá ôïõ ðïëéôé-
óìïý, ï èåìÝëéïò ëßèïò ôïõ ðïëéôéóìïý.
Åßíáé ôï óçìåßï óõíÜíôçóçò ôçò êáñäéÜò
êáé ôïõ ìõáëïý, åßíáé ôï ìÝóï ìå ôï ïðïßï
ç áíèñùðüôçôá åðéêïéíùíåß äéÜ ìÝóïõ
ôùí áéþíùí>, ôüíéóå ÷áñáêôçñéóôéêÜ ï

<Ç Ãëþóóá ìçôÝñá ôïõ ðïëéôéóìïý...>

ÓÅ ÏËÇ ÔÇÍ ÁÌÅÑÉÊÇ: ANTENNA Satellite Radio � ÐÝìðôç 5-6ì.ì.
FLORIDA: GREEK VOICE, WXYB-1520 AM êáé WPSO-1500 AM � ÓÜââáôï 6-7ì.ì., ÊõñéáêÞ 9-10ð.ì.

CHICAGO: Hellenic Communications- WHCI-FM 107.5 � ÓÜââáôï 1-2ì.ì.
INTERNET: http://www.goarch.org/webcasts/hellenic.html � ÊáèçìåñéíÜ 10ð.ì.-10ì.ì.

HELLENIC CULTURAL CENTER
27-09 Crescent Street, Astoria, NY 11102
Tel: (718) 626-5111-Fax: (718) 626-1398

Ç ÖùíÞ ôçò ÅëëçíéêÞò Ïñèüäïîçò Åêêëçóßáò
<Ôçí äéáêïíßáí óïõ ðëçñïöüñçóïí>

Åâäïìáäéáßï ñáäéïöùíéêü ðñüãñáììá ôçò

ÅËËÇÍÉÊÇÓ ÏÑÈÏÄÏÎÇÓ ÁÑ×ÉÅÐÉÓÊÏÐÇÓ ÁÌÅÑÉÊÇÓ
Äéåýèõíóç-Ðáñïõóßáóç:

Èåïö. Åðßóêïðïò Áðáìåßáò ê. ÂéêÝíôéïò

Ôïí Óåâáóìéüôáôï êáé ôïí Äñ. DeMauro ðåñéóôïé÷ßæïõí ôá ìÝëç ôçò åðéôñïðÞò ðïõ
åñãÜóôçêáí ãéá ôçí áíáóôñïöÞ ôçò ðïëéôåéáêÞò áðüöáóçò.

Äçì. ÐáíÜãïò

ÍÉÊÇ ÔÇÓ ÏÌÏÃÅÍÅÉÁÓ: Óõíå÷ßæåôáé ç
áíáãíþñéóç ôùí åîåôÜóåùí óôá ÅëëçíéêÜ

ÅêëïãÞ ôñéþí íÝùí åðéóêüðùí

ÏÕÁÓÉÍÃÊÔÏÍ.- ÌåãÜëï Þôáí ôï åíäéáöÝñïí ôùí ÌÝóùí ÌáæéêÞò ÅíçìÝñùóçò ãéá ôçí
åðßóêåøç ôïõ Óåâ. Áñ÷éåðéóêüðïõ ê. Óðõñßäùíá óôï Ëåõêü Ïßêï, üðïõ ðáñÝëáâå ôçí
äéáêÞñõîç ôçò ÇìÝñáò ôçò ÅëëçíéêÞò Áíåîáñôçóßáò áðü ôïí ðñüåäñï Êëßíôïí. Ôïí Áñ÷éåðß-
óêïðï ðëáéóéþíïõí ï õöõðïõñãüò Åîùôåñéêþí ôçò ÅëëÜäïò Ãñçãüñçò Íéüôçò, ï ðñÝóâçò
ôçò ÅëëÜäïò óôéò Ç.Ð.Á. ÁëÝîáíäñïò Ößëùí êáé ï ðñüåäñïò ôïõ Ó.Á.Å. Áíôñéïõ Áèåíò.

Äçì. ÐáíÜãïò

ÅÉÄÉÊÅÓ ÐÑÏÓÖÏÑÅÓ
ÔÇÓ ÏËÕÌÐÉÁÊÇÓ

�ÁãïñÜæïíôáò ôþñá êáé ìÝ÷ñé ôçí 20 Áðñéëßïõ ôá åéóéôÞñéÜ óáò, ìðïñåßôå íá êÜíåôå
ôéò äéáêïðÝò óáò ôçí Üíïéîç êáé ôï êáëïêáßñé óôçí ðáôñßäá, Üíåôá êáé öèçíÜ,
êåñäßæïíôáò åêáôïíôÜäåò äïëÜñéá áðü ôéò éó÷ýïõóåò ôéìÝò.
�ÁãïñÜæïíôáò ôþñá ôá åéóéôÞñéÜ óáò áðïöåýãåôå ïðïéáäÞðïôå áýîçóç ôéìþí ãßíåé
áñãüôåñá.
�ÄéáëÝãåôå êáé åîáóöáëßæåôå áðü ôþñá ôéò çìåñïìçíßåò ðïõ óáò ôáéñéÜæïõí.
�Áêüìç Ýêðôùóç $200 äïëáñßùí áðü ôéò ðáñáðÜíù ôéìÝò ãéá ðáéäéÜ ìÝ÷ñé 12 åôþí.
�Áðü ÍÅÁ ÕÏÑÊÇ Þ ÂÏÓÔÙÍÇ ãéá ÁÈÇÍÁ Þ ÈÅÓÓÁËÏÍÉÊÇ

Ãéá ôáîßäé ðïõ áñ÷ßæåé:
1 ÁÐÑÉËÉÏÕ Ýùò 10 ÉÏÕÍÉÏÕ êáé 1 ÓÅÐÔÅÌÂÑÉÏÕ Ýùò 31 ÏÊÔÙÂÑÉÏÕ........ .$768

Ãéá ôáîßäé ðïõ áñ÷ßæåé:
1 ÉÏÕÍÉÏÕ Ýùò 31 ÁÕÃÏÕÓÔÏÕ....................................................$878
� Áðü ÍÅÁ ÕÏÑÊÇ Þ ÂÏÓÔÙÍÇ ãéá ËÁÑÍÁÊÁ

Ãéá ôáîßäé ðïõ áñ÷ßæåé:
1 ÁÐÑÉËÉÏÕ Ýùò 10 ÉÏÕÍÉÏÕ êáé 1 ÓÅÐÔÅÌÂÑÉÏÕ Ýùò 31 ÏÊÔÙÂÑÉÏÕ. . .$818
Ã éá ôáîßäé ðïõ áñ÷ßæåé:
1 ÉÏÕÍÉÏÕ Ýùò 31 ÁÕÃÏÕÓÔÏÕ.....................................................$978
� Éó÷ýïõí ðåñéïñéóìïß. Ïé èÝóåéò åßíáé ðåñéïñéóìÝíåò.
� Ãéá åðéóôñïöÞ 15 ÁÕÃÏÕÓÔÏÕ - 15 ÓÅÐÔÅÌÂÑÉÏÕ åðß ðëÝïí ìüíï..........$100

Ç  Ä É Ê Ç  Ó Á Ó  Á Å Ñ Ï Ð Ï Ñ É Ê Ç  Å Ô Á É Ñ Å É Á

ãéÜ ÅËËÁÄÁ
ÊÁÉ ÊÕÐÑÏ

Áíïéîç êáé
Êáëïêáßñé

NEW YORK/BOSTON-ATHENS
Ìåô�åðéóôñïöÞò

ÁÐÏ

NEW YORK/BOSTON-LARNACA
Ìåô�åðéóôñïöÞò

ÁÐÏ

 $  $818768

Áðïôáèåßôå ôþñá óôïí ôáîéäéùôéêü óáò ðñÜêôïñá
Þ óôçí ÏëõìðéáêÞ Áåñïðïñßá. . .êáé êåñäßóôå!
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H C / H C  R E P O R T

School Officials to Improve
Master of Divinity Program

BROOKLINE, Mass. � At Holy Cross,
the road to the priesthood goes through
the Master of Divinity Program.

It is here that men with an interest in
the faith and theology, and a call that beck-
ons them to serve God, are transformed into
His servants as priests. The M.Div. program
trains seminarians in the basics they need

The seminarians must also know ba-
sic theological, historical and scriptural
studies that form a basic part of their un-
derstanding of the faith.

�Our students are called upon to be both
practical and academic,� said Dr. Skedros.

They are also required to be in chapel
twice a day - at 8 a.m. and 5 p.m.

The demands placed on the seminar-
ians� time are greater than for their coun-
terparts in Protestant seminaries. �Because
we�re a liturgical church and our emphasis
is on worship, we�re in church a lot,� said
the dean, who noted that worship does not
play a big part in the Protestant tradition.

This is an area that most seminarians
in the late 20th century don�t deal with,
added Dr. Skedros. �That�s why our stu-
dents are pushed to the limit and that�s why
the review of the program, to determine
how to better use the students� time.

Personal obligations also are a factor
in how a seminarian budgets his time.

A generation ago, most students were
single,� the dean noted. �Now they�re
mostly married and they have added re-
sponsibilities. We ask them to do �A to Z�
then have to go home to be a husband and
a father and it�s really hard for them.�

And to meet their financial obligations,
many of the students and/or their wives
must work at outside jobs, which can fur-
ther add to their stress.

All these factors will be looked at as
school officials consider improving the M.Div.
program. Dr. Skedros said the challenge will
be to do that �without diminishing the integ-
rity of the education they receive here.�

HOLY CROSS PRESIDENT Fr. Ganas and James Skedros Orthodox Observer

By Jim Golding

to know as new priests: from administering
the Holy Eucharist, to using the censer, to
the order of prayers in the service to con-
ducting a service with more than one priest
or hierarch present.

School officials are looking to revamp
the program, in light of the many require-
ments placed on students over the years.

Dr. James Skedros, dean of Holy
Cross-Hellenic College since September,
will review the M.Div. curriculum in the
coming months along with other adminis-
trators and faculty.

�One of the hardest things about be-
ing students is the inordinate demand on
students� time,� he said. �We expect them
to know Greek, chant in Byzantine music,
know the liturgical order of services and
sacraments and Orthros service, and they
learn how to visit people in the hospital,
run a Sunday School program and conduct
a parish council meeting.� He referred to
modern Greek and Byzantine chant as �two
kinds of languages unique to the Church.�

And that�s just the pastoral things,� he
added.

BROOKLINE, Mass. -- The Hellenic
College/Holy Cross Boards of Corporate
Members and Trustees have completed their
review and clarifications to the School�s in-
stitutional documents, bylaws, and policies
and procedures manual.

This review was done in cooperation
with the Association of Theological Schools
in the United States and Canada (ATS) and
the New England Association of Schools &
Colleges, Inc. (NEASC).

The Very Rev. Archimandrite Damas-
kinos V. Ganas, HC/HC president, appointed
a special Joint Committee, comprised of fac-
ulty and administrators, together with Cor-
porate Board members and trustees.

The initial review was to be completed

HC/HC Board of Trustees Completes
Accreditation Review

in six months time, but the School requested
and received an extension, in order to have
ample time for all the board members to
have substantive input.

The vote concludes the work of the Joint
Committee. At the meeting, proposed
changes that enhance faculty participation,
clarify the role of the Archbishop and the
Holy Eparchial Synod and administrative
procedures were adopted unanimously.

These changes will be submitted to ATS
and NEASC for deliberation and action.  The
Archdiocese views this process as part of
the broader program of institutional stabil-
ity and security for Hellenic College/Holy
Cross, in order to ensure its future and that
of the Archdiocese.

PROFILE:
Seminarian
PROFILE:

NAME: DEACON JEFFREY A. WAYNICK

Hometown & Parish:
Born and grew up in Nashville, Tenn.

Home parish is Holy Trinity Greek Ortho-
dox Church in Nashville.

Age: 41
Previous Education:

Received BA in history and religion in
1979 and BBA in accounting and informa-
tion systems management in 1984 from
Belmont University.

Work Experience:
Worked for 11 years as a certified pub-

lic accountant, including 8 years as control-
ler/treasurer of small investment banking
company. Currently works at Holy Cross
Book Store and assists at an area parish.

Graduating Class: 1998

� Family background:
I grew up in a typical American

middle-class family that was very involved
in a local Southern Baptist church. My fa-
ther worked many nights; but we still man-
aged to be at church services three times
a week. Even though I converted to Or-
thodoxy as an adult, I am extremely thank-
ful for the abiding faith in Jesus Christ and
the love for the Scriptures that my religious
upbringing provided.

� Home parish involvement:
At my home parish in Nashville, I

served as a deacon with a lay vocation.
This service mainly involved assisting the
priest at the Divine Liturgy on Sundays. I
also served as chairman of the Steward-
ship Committee and the Audit Committee
and helped to manage the finances for the
annual festival.

� What prompted you go to the
seminary?

Even though I had a fairly successful
business career, I had a desire to do some-
thing more with my life. Since my early
college days, God had prompted me to
consider a life of service in the Church.
After almost a dozen years in business and
many years of voluntary service in the
Church.

� Who was the most influential per-
son in your decision to aspire to the
priesthood?

Two parish priests encouraged me to
aspire to the priesthood. One was my good
friend, Fr. Harry Pappas, the former parish
priest in Nashville. The other person was
the retired parish priest, Fr. John Sfikas,
whom I grew to love in the short time I
knew him before he fell asleep in the Lord.

� How has attending HC affected you?
Attending Holy Cross has given me

an excellent balance of solid theological
education and priestly preparation. This
balance is necessary in order to produce
good presbyters today. My seminary train-
ing will be a good foundation for service
in the Church. Also, I have experienced
the universality of Orthodoxy at Holy
Cross.

� What are your favorite courses?
My favorite courses are in the areas

of New Testament and Liturgical studies.
� In what activities are you involved

on campus?
I often serve as deacon in services at

the Holy Cross chapel. Also, I serve a lo-
cal parish on Sundays and make pastoral
visits to hospitals.

� What is your favorite recreational
activity? Fishing, hiking, and reading.

� What is the toughest part of be-
ing a seminarian?

I came to Holy Cross with my very
understanding wife, Laura, and our three
children: Daniel, 11; Joshua, 9; and Anna,
5. My coming to seminary was a tremen-
dous life change for my family; but I am
sure we will look back upon it as an ad-
venture well worth undertaking.

� What gifts do you hope to bring
to your service in the Church?

I believe that I bring deep compas-
sion and love for all to my service in the
Church.  My experience in business should
aid me greatly in the administration of a
parish.  Also, my background as a convert
helps me to understand well the Ameri-
can religious and cultural situation.

� What are your major strengths and
weaknesses?

I feel that I am both open-minded and
committed to Orthodoxy, a good combi-
nation for ministering in a pluralistic soci-
ety like America.

� Who is your favorite saint?
Sts. Cyril and Methodios are my fa-

vorite saints because they are the para-
digms (after the Apostle Paul) of true Or-
thodox mission work. Under the sponsor-
ship of Patriarch Photios, they laid the foun-
dation for the conversion of the Slavic
peoples to Orthodox Christianity. Their
work was successful because they wisely
respected the local language and local tra-
ditions and customs.

� What is your most vivid memory
as a seminarian?

The senior trip to Greece is one of my
best memories as a seminarian. We spent
more than six weeks on the trip of a life-
time in Greece, on Mt. Athos, and at the
Patriarchate in Constantinople. Also, of
course, it was a wonderful to be here at
Holy Cross for the visit of His All-Holiness,
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew.

� How can the Church reach out to
the unchurched?

Our Church must make a concerted
effort to �reach out� to the unchurched.
Someone said that love is spelled T-I-M-E.
If we love all people, we must devote time
and resources  toward their salvation in
Christ. Orthodoxy�s history in America is
as an immigrant Church; but her future
here is as a missionary Church.

� Suggest one way of  keeping young
people in the Church.

Younger people want and need a sup-
portive and safe community that is a ha-
ven from the tremendous pressures they
face daily. The parish that strives to be this
kind of community will have plenty of
young people. The Church can be a spiri-
tual hospital to young people who are of-
ten hurting inside.
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Kronos New

220 V. Export Appliances & Shipping

MåôáöïñÝò

áðü ÁìåñéêÞ
óôçí  ÅëëÜäá.
ÏéêïóêåõÝò,
áõôïêßíçôá,
ïéêïäïìéêÜ õëéêÜ,
çëåêôñéêÝò
óõóêåõÝò,
áåñïðïñéêÝò
ìåôáöïñÝò.

Kronos
 International Shippers, Inc.

22 N. Sangamon, Chicago, IL. 60607
Tel. 312-432-0011 / 800-535-9635

Fax. 312-432-0507
E-Mail: kronos@kronosint.com

We carry the complete line of GENERAL
ELECTRIC  export appliances in 220V.
50 Hz.Refrigerators-washers-dryers-
split airconditioners-Ranges-dishwash-
ers etc.Electronics  from : Panasonic,
Sony, Toshiba, Hitachi, Jvc, Sharp.

ÄÙÑÅÁÍ ÁÐÏÓÔÏËÇ ÊÁÔÁËÏÃÏÕ

MåôáöÝñïõìå
ôï ëÜäé óáò

áðü ôï ÷ùñéü
ç ðüëç  óáò

óôçí ÅëëÜäá
óôï óðßôé óáò
óôçí ÁìåñéêÞ

MåôáöïñÝò áðü ÅëëÜäá óôçí
ÁìåñéêÞ. ÐñïóùðéêÜ áíôéêåßìåíá,
áõôïêßíçôá, Ýðéðëá, åìðïñéêÜ öïñôßá.Måãáëýôåñç

Ýêèåóç
çëåêôñéêþí
óõóêåõþí
ìå ñåýìá ÅëëÜ-
äïò. Øõãåßá,
ÐëõíôÞñéá,
óôåãíùôÞñéá,
êïõæßíåò,
ôçëåïñÜóåéò,
âßíôåï,
êëéìáôéóôéêÜ,
ìéêñïóõóêåõÝò
êïõæßíáò.

WOMEN & ORTHODOXY

Near the foothills of a mountain, by the
side of a monastery, lived a woman named
Marika who never imagined that one day
her artistry would travel beyond the shores
of Greece, let alone be available for public
viewing.

The hands that stitched the tales of time.
Marika E. Theodoropoulou (1904�1992).

Marika�s Koukles:
A Personal Journey through Time

by Eleni Daniels

Known as Saint Marika by her close
friends, she is described as a �tiny, little
woman, naive, sweet, humble and very re-
ligious.�

The opening of a recent exhibit entitled,
Marika�s Koukles � A Collection of Hand-
crafted Regional Greek Dolls, was the cen-
ter of attraction as visitors came to pay trib-
ute to a remarkable Greek woman who de-
voted her life to Orthodox Christianity and
to her unique craftsmanship.

The rare collection of eighty museum-
quality dolls, the only one of its kind in the
United States, represents the lifetime work
of the late Marika Theodoropoulou (1904-
1992). The miniature-sized dolls in tradi-
tional attire from different regions of Greece
will be exhibited at the Hellenic Museum
and Cultural Center of Chicago, Illinois
through May 28.

�She was of saintly behavior. She was
an artist, a painter, an iconographer,� reflects
her 92-year-old brother Andrew E. Theodore
of Bethesda, Md.

dox Church, Marika came in contact with
many artists and iconographers, which led
her to become an iconographer herself.
Since then, she created a number of icons.
Some are displayed during special Feast
Days at St. George Greek Orthodox Church
in Bethesda.

Her brother was instrumental in
strongly encouraging her rare talent.

Mr. Theodore left his native island of
Chios at a young age to come to America.
While serving in the U.S. Army in World War
II, he managed to return to Greece where
he visited his sister and helped her move to
Athens. She described Chios as a �desert
city.� And it was on another trip to Greece
that Mr. Theodore first saw Marika make
the lovely koukles.

Marika often visited the Benaki Mu-
seum, the ethnological museum in Athens,
where she viewed an array of traditional cos-
tumes on display. Her talent lied in replicat-
ing the costumes in miniature.

Marika continued her work and her mo-
nastic lifestyle. Periodically she sent the com-
pleted koukles to her brother in the United
States. His fear was that the dolls would
some day end up in a garage sale. Today,
his concern is that �there is limited expo-
sure to this unique hand-crafted collection.�

Marika died in 1992 but her legacy lives
on through the generous heart of her brother
Andrew E. Theodore. He has graciously do-
nated Marika�s Koukles to the permanent
collection of the museum where he is also
a member.

�The handcraft work on the dolls is phe-
nomenal. The dolls stand 10� tall on stands
no more than 3� wide. They are displayed in
special display cases and grouped by region
and category,� said Jean Costopoulos Weeks,
executive director of the museum.

�Everyone (the visitors) really admired
the craftsmanship. We can truly appreciate
the work that was done during the post-war
period.� The exhibit is chaired by Antigone
Lambros with assistance from members of
the Orpheus Hellenic Folklore Society.

The Hellenic Museum and Cultural
Center is dedicated to preserving and per-
petuating the history of the Greek immigrant
experience in America. It provides a venue
for the ongoing achievements of Greek
Americans in a setting that celebrates our
unique heritage, both ancient and modern.

For more information, please call (312)
726-1234.

This column highlights women and the Or-
thodox faith and how their faith has changed their
lives and those around them. If you would like to
share your story or recommend a woman for a
future highlight, please write to: Editor, Orthodox
Observer, 8 East 79th St., NYC 10021 or fax to:
(212) 774-0239.

Born and raised in Chios, Greece,
Marika began learning the basics for her craft
at a young age. It was common practice for
young boys and girls to enter trade schools
upon completion of seventh grade. Few pur-
sued formal education. She spent her child-
hood years attending the Vasiliko Scholio
Chirotehnimaton, a school for handicrafts,
where she and other students labored from
9 to 5 doing hand embroidery.

After several years at the school, Marika
developed tuberculosis and was forced to
quit her work until she had fully recovered.
During her convalescence, a young girl
named Evangelia Sakelaropoulou had a great
influence on her life. Through Evangelia,
Marika embarked on a spiritual journey un-
der the guidance of Archimandrite Farazouli
of Athens, a noted orator of her time.

Her brother Andrew remembers her as
being very devoted to the church. �Feelings,
prayer, she had all the elements that made
her such a unique, religious person,� said
Mr. Theodore.

Marika abandoned her �worldly� life
and became a devoted practitioner of Chris-
tian life and philosophy. Fasting became
routine and attendance of church essential.

Through her attachment to the Ortho-

Please send me a catalog with application for ST. STEPHEN�S
COURSE OF STUDIES IN ORTHODOX THEOLOGY.

Name_______________________________________________________

Address_____________________________________________________

City______________________State____________ Zip Code__________

#

Interested in studing Orthodox theology and history?
Unable to attend a seminary or theological school?

ST. STEPHEN�S  COURSE OF  STUDIES
IN ORTHODOX THEOLOGY

is your answer
St. Stephen�s Course, sponsored by the Antiochian Or-
thodox Christian Archdiocese, offers several correspon-
dence programs of one to three years duration, depend-
ing on the needs of the student.

Send for a descriptive catalog by writing to:

ST. STEPHEN�S COURSE OF STUDIES
ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN ARCHDIOCESE

358 MOUNTAIN ROAD
ENGLEWOOD, NJ 07631
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Numerous comments were received concerning the strengths and weaknesses of the
current curriculum, as is outlined in Table 16. Comments concerning these weaknesses
centered on the need for more and updated material for higher grade levels.

The final question of the RECS invited participants to rank the five most important
areas for future religious education program development. Their responses are reported in
part in Table 17.

When we combine
the top two responses, five

categories of clusters
emerge as the most

important areas for future
religious education

development. Table 18
reports the data.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
from page 6

Does not have enough materials, activities for children 28
Need more and updated materials (upper grades) 26
The teenage curriculum 23
The curriculum forces too much adaptation for small parishes 12
Need for more parent participation 12
Better preparation for teachers 11
Supplementary text to go with the textbooks 10
Need more relevant and updated materials 7
Lack of consistent and punctual attendance 7
Poor communication (internally and Diocese) 6
Curriculum needs more emphasis on the Bible 5
Lessons should be according to calendar year 5
Lack of community support 5
Lessons are too short 4
Classroom space/overcrowding 4
Methodology of teaching 4
Need for an annual examination 3

TABLE 16: Major Weaknesses of Current Curriculum

TABLE 17: Top Two Areas for Future Religious Education Development
Ranked #1                         Ranked #2

Youth Catechism (58) Teacher Training (62)
Adult Catechism (53) Adult Catechism (36)
Teacher Training (43) Youth Catechism (35)
Leadership Development (24) Leadership Development (30)
Adult Bible Study (22) Youth Bible Study (28)
Youth Bible Study (11) Adult Bible Study (28)
Premarital Education (10) Continuing Ed. for Clergy (12)
Continuing Ed.for Clergy (9) Acolyte Training (9)
Hymnology (6) Premarital Education (9)
Godparent Training (5) Hymnology  (6)
Acolyte Training (4) Godparent Education (5)
Home School Program (3) Home Schooling (4)
Program for Senior Citizens (3) Program for Senior Citizens (4)
Computer Assisted Resources (3) Computer Assisted Resources (3)

     Program        No.  of Respondents
Teacher Training 95
Youth Catechism 90
Adult Catechism 79
Parish Leadership Development 54
Adult Bible Study 50

TABLE 18: Five Most Important Areas for
Future Religious Education Development

SENATE
from page 3

best imitate their ancient democracy;
Whereas Greece is one of the only 3 nations in the world, be-

yond the former British Empire, that has been allied with the United
States in every major international conflict this century;

Whereas the heroism displayed in the historic World War II
Battle of Crete epitomized Greece�s sacrifice for freedom and de-
mocracy as it presented the Axis land war with its first major set-
back and set off a chain of events which significantly affected the
outcome of World War II;

Whereas these and other ideals have forged a close bond be-
tween our 2 nations and their peoples;

Whereas March 25, 1999, marks the 178th anniversary of the
beginning of the revolution which freed the Greek people from the
Ottoman Empire; and

Whereas it is proper and desirable to celebrate with the Greek
people and to reaffirm the democratic principles from which our 2
great nations were born:

 Now, therefore, be it Resolved, That the Senate�
(1) designates March 25, 1999, as �Greek Independence Day:

A National Day of Celebration of Greek and American Democracy�;
and

requests the President to issue a proclamation calling upon
the people of the United States to observe the day with appropriate
ceremonies and activities.

GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE
OF AMERICA

WELCOME TO THE

WORLD WIDE WEB HOME PAGE
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America:

http://www.goarch.org
Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople:

http://www. patriarchate.org
Orthodox World News:

http://www. goarch.org/worldnews
Orthodox Ministry ACCESS:
http://www.goarch.org/access

Orthodox Observer:
http://www.goarch. org/goa/observer
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CAIRO � Patriarch Petros VII of Alex-
andria and all Africa received a visit from
Greece�s National Defense Minister A.
Tsohatzopoulos on the occasion of the open-
ing of an exhibition by Greek artist Varlami,
titled �Alexandria 2000, March 13-14.�

Tsohatzopoulos traveled to Cairo from
Athens in the ministerial aircraft accompa-
nied by deacon of the Patriarchate of Alex-
andria, Fr. Apostolos Forlidas.

The minister�s delegation included sev-
eral government officials as well as 25 jour-
nalists from Greece, who attended a Divine
Liturgy led by His Beatitude at the Patriar-
chal Church of St. Nicholas on the Sunday
of the Veneration of the Cross.

His Beatitude briefed Mr. Tsohatzo-
poulos on the significant efforts being made
towards the strengthening of Orthodoxy and
Hellenism throughout Africa.

Tsohatzopoulos, who listened with
great interest, assured His Beatitude of his
personal sincere commitment, as well as
that of the state and the Greek Ministry of
Defense, towards supporting the Patriarch-
ate of Alexandria.

Tsohatzopoulos
Visits Petros VII

Durres: An Ancient Site of Christianity

BUCHAREST (Reuters) - Prime Minis-
ter Radu Vasile said recently that he was
encountering resistance to plans for Pope
John Paul to tour provincial areas populated
by Catholics during a historic visit to the
country in May.

�There have been some problems ap-
parently regarding the Pope�s desire to visit
Cluj and Bacau,� Vasile told a meeting of
his Christian Democrat Party, one of four in
the centrist coalition. �I will see what can
be done to settle this.�

Vasile did not specify who was behind
the problems. But it was clear he was refer-
ring to hardline elements in Romania�s Or-
thodox Church, which claims the nominal
allegiance of 80 percent of Romanians and
until recently opposed the visit because of
disputes with Catholics over property.

The Orthodox patriarch this month in-
vited the Pontiff to Romania in what would
be his first visit to a predominantly Ortho-
dox country.

Romania�s ambassador to the Vatican
had said the visit would take place in May
and be confined to the capital Bucharest.

A clearly irritated Vasile said the Pope
also wanted to hold masses at airports in
Cluj, in the heart of Transylvania, and in
Bacau, in Romania�s Moldova province. Both
areas have large concentrations of eastern-
rite and Roman Catholics.

He said the visit, long sought by the
government, would make up for Romania
being left out of the first �wave� of eastward
expansion of the NATO alliance. Only the
more advanced ex-communist Poland, Hun-
gary and the Czech Republic have been ac-
cepted.

�The Pope�s visit is 70 percent the re-
sult of my personal efforts and many people
have said nothing about this,� said Vasile,
who delivered an earlier invitation for the
Pope during a visit to the Vatican last year.

�I have done my duty. In May 1999,
the Pope will visit Romania and his pres-
ence will offset Romania�s failure to be ad-
mitted to NATO.�

The Pope�s visit is widely seen as a dip-
lomatic coup for the government and Presi-
dent Emil Constantinescu. The popularity of
both have sunk as living standards have de-
clined and the government has been slow
to implement market reforms.

The Orthodox Church had long withheld
its permission for a papal visit, saying dis-
putes over churches claimed by eastern-rite,
or Greek Catholics had to be settled first.

Romania�s 300,000-strong Greek
Catholic community has demanded the re-
turn of some 2,000 churches seized by com-
munist authorities when their faith was
banned following World War Two. Most
were turned over to Orthodox parishes.

Some progress has been made in re-
solving differences, with senior clerics hold-
ing a series of high-profile talks. But disputes
have occasionally erupted into violence.

Greek Catholics broke away from the
Orthodox faith in the 17th century and still
maintain Orthodox-like rituals, while view-
ing the Pope as their spiritual head.

Pope�s Visit Raises
Problems, PM Says

Nicosia (CNA) � Cyprus once again
protested to the UN Secretary General about
the plundering of churches in the areas of
the island occupied by Turkey since 1974
and the transformation of some of them into
mosques.

According to an official announcement,
in a letter to Kofi Annan sent recently,
Cyprus� Permanent Representative to the
UN Sotos Zackheos says that Turkey con-
tinues its policy of changing the cultural char-
acter of the areas it occupies.

He said that according to latest infor-
mation, the church of Chriseleousa, in
Katokopia village, has been turned into a
mosque, while the frescoes of the old church
have been stolen.

Zackheos says that, according to Turk-

Cyprus� Culture Threatened
ish Cypriot journalists and other sources, the
church of Archangelos Michael in Rizo-
karpaso and St. Afxentiou in Komi Kepir, have
been looted and their frescoes removed.

�Turkey steadily and methodically con-
tinues its policy of changing the cultural char-
acter of occupied Cyprus with vandalism and
the destruction of its archaeological and re-
ligious treasures, which constitute part of
the international heritage,� he says.

The Cypriot ambassador points out that
Turkey�s actions violate UNESCO�s conven-
tion for the protection of cultural heritage in
periods of war.

�Turkey is responsible and must ac-
count for its illegal actions,� he concludes,
calling on the international community to
stop tolerating this unacceptable situation.

TALLINN, Estonia � The Ecumenical Pa-
triarchate unanimously elected Bishop
Stephanos, formerly of Nazianzus, on March
13, as Metropolitan of Tallinn and all Estonia.

The action followed a request from an
ecclesiastical congress convened by the
Autonomous Apostolic Church of Estonia.

Fifty of the 58 registered parishes were
represented. Two delegates each, a lay per-
son and the parish priest represented 31 of
the parishes.

Presiding over the Congress were Arch-
bishop John of Karelia and all Finland, locum
tenens of the Orthodox Autonomous Apos-
tolic Church of Estonia, and Metropolitans
John of Pergamon and Meliton of Philadel-

Head of Estonian Church Elected
phia from the Ecumenical Patriarchate. Four-
teen observers also attended.

The Congress centered on the main is-
sue that, since the re-establishment of its
autonomous status in 1996, the Church of
Estonia has not had a presiding hierarch who
permanently resides and serves in Estonia.

There currently is no appropriate Esto-
nian candidate that could be elected to the
post of Metropolitan of Tallinn and all Esto-
nia, so the Church representatives asked the
Ecumenical Patriarchate to send to Estonia
as Metropolitan of Tallinn and all Estonia
Bishop Stephanos of Nazianzus, who is al-
ready known by the Estonian people, knows
the parishes, and is an acceptable candidate.

DURRES (ata) - All roads going amidst
the Balkans in the time of the Roman Em-
pire passed through Durres. The road
Egnatia linked the East with the West. In
those conditions, as various local and for-
eign studies which have been collected in
a scientific book by Fabjan Miraj say, Chris-
tianity began in the city of Durres in the
apostolic period.

St. Paul Apostuli (the Apostle) ad-
dressed the Romans: �From Jerusalem up
to Illyria I have spread the gospel of the
Christ and I also tried to declare it not in
the places where the name of the Christ
was known in order not to build on the
foundations of others.�

From the works of the apostles, one
understands that St. Paul Apostuli has
passed from the Hellespont or Bosphorus
through Thrace, Macedonia and Illyria,
hence through Durres.

Fabjan Miraj notes that the oral tradi-
tion tells of the Cape of Paul, presently Bishti
i Palles, and is known throughout history by
the name of St. Paul Apostuli. The Church
of St. Maria and a monastery have been built
there. Like in some coastal places such as
Apolonia, Butrinti and Nikopoja, Miraj notes
that the first communities of Christianity
were formed in Durres.

To this period belong the first martyrs
of Christianity. In the year 58, St. Caesar
was martyred in Durres and in the year 100,
in the time of the Roman Emperor Trajan,
St. Asti was also martyred.

The Christian community of Durres in
58 is supposed to have had about 70 fami-
lies. From 491 to 565, the empire of
Byzantium reached its apex.

In 491 comes Anastas with his origin
in Durres. To him are attributed many con-
struction projects, including the initial work
to built the surrounding wall of Durres and
a part of the churches and basilicas of the
New Epirus.

Durres underwent great changes with
the spread of Byzantium. The great Basilica
and the monastery in Arapaj village were
constructed at that time at the place called
St. Mehill.

The Church of St. Mehill occupied a large
site and was some 70 meters high and 20
meters large. A multicolor mosaic some 54
square meters, one of the pearls of Byzantium
art with a biblical theme, was there.

Signs of a paleochristian basilica were
unearthed in the cit and a church belong-
ing to the 11th century was also built there.

Churches from Byzantium times,
Miraj said in his study, were those built up
near Mali i Robit, the monastery church in
Lis-Patros, the Church of St. Peter near Kep
i Rodoni, that of St. Ilia in Gjuricaj village
of Ishem and others.

They showed that Christianity was
spread throughout the region of Durres.
The Baptistry, unearthed near the Durres-
based Culture Palace, �Aleksander Moisiu,�
was of great value. It was called the Bap-
tistry of St. Constantine and had a surface
of 1,256 square meters. It was perhaps the
biggest in the Balkans.

The small church with a mosaic situ-
ated in the Durres amphitheater with a
place where the people could be baptized
belonged to the paleochristian period. The
church was in the Western part of the
amphitheater and many Christian graves
were also found near the church.

In fifth and sixth centuries, the Me-
tropolis of Durres administered a large
number of bishoprics - the Dioceses of
Amantia in Vlora, Berat, Bylis, Ohrid,
Skampa, Apolonia and others. Beside them
are Christian inscriptions in Greek and Latin
languages in church mosaics.

Given these important archaeological
findings dating to the sixth century, it is
evident that the city of Durres was an an-
cient center of Christianity.

BELGRADE � The staff of International
Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC) work-
ing throughout the Federal Republic of Yu-
goslavia report growing numbers of inter-
nally displaced persons and a broadening
humanitarian crisis facing the civilian popu-
lation throughout the region.

In Montenegro, IOCC humanitarian
workers have encountered an estimated
30,000 internally displaced persons.

Traveling to Montenegro through snow
and freezing temperatures with little or no
extra clothing, these new arrivals are depen-
dent on outside aid. Many of the newly ar-
rived refugees have no place to stay and are
sleeping in the open, in cars and buses. IOCC
staff also found a large number of Serbian
civilians from western Kosovo who have
taken refuge from the fighting in Montenegro.

Working together with the Montenegrin
Government, IOCC is currently distributing
basic food and hygiene items to support the
large numbers of internally displaced per-
sons. The agency is also working to coordi-
nate new shipments of critically needed aid
into the region.

Montenegrins are also suffering from
the impact of the refugee influx. The strain
of tens of thousands who have been dis-
placed is making it increasingly difficult for
some of the most vulnerable Montenegrins
to meet basic needs.

IOCC is currently working to provide
direct assistance to orphans, disabled, and
elderly throughout the region.

In Belgrade a similar situation is emerg-
ing. IOCC staff in the capital are working to
provide aid to civilians directly affected by
the air raids. Aid is being provided to orphans,
disabled, elderly and those in institutions.

One such distribution benefited 300
children afflicted with cerebral palsy who are
cared for in a group home in Belgrade.

Assessments are also taking place as
reports reaching IOCC indicate that there
are more than 1,000 refugees along the bor-
der of Kosovo and Serbia.

Contributions to help relieve the suf-
fering caused by the Kosovo crisis can be
made by calling toll-free (877) 803 4622 or
by sending donations to IOCC, P.O. Box
630225, Baltimore, MD 21263-0225.

IOCC Continues
Aid As Crisis Widens
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Classified Ads
rate is $50 per column inch.

C L A S S I F I E D  A D S
LEGAL SERVICES REAL ESTATE MUSICIANS

GEORGE KENT�GREEK�AMERICAN�INTERNATIONAL
ORCHESTRA & ENTERTAINMENT

EXPOSÉ REQUESTED! �BOOK EARL�BOOK EARL�BOOK EARL�BOOK EARL�BOOK EARLY FOR 10% REBY FOR 10% REBY FOR 10% REBY FOR 10% REBY FOR 10% REBAAAAATE!�TE!�TE!�TE!�TE!�

CALL KENT 1-914-476-3020
or write: 118 Bolmer Ave., N.Yonkers, NY 10703-1637
Send for stereo cassette albums �Zorba� or �Athena� $11.00 for one, $20 for both to address above.

ONLY TRUST YOUR SOCIAL TO A PROVEN NAME GROUP OF FULL TIME PRO-
FESSIONAL MUSICIANS ENTERTAINERS, AT AFFORDABLE PRICES, WHO�S
ONLY BUSINESS IS MUSIC. PERFORMING AUTHENTIC GREEK MUSIC OF ALL
REGIONS, COLONIES OF GREECE. FEATURING THE �PRIME VOICE OF
GREECE...�  THE CLARINO & BOUZOUKI PLUS VOCALS. BEWARE! OF GREEK
BANDS PROMISING AMERICAN MUSIC, THEN PLAYING TAPES!  ALL OUR
MUSIC IS PERFORMED �LIVE�...OUR AMERICAN SOUNDS PURE AMERICAN,
WITH NO ACCENT!

RANGAVES PETER
SMALL DANCE BANDS
LARGE ORCHESTRAS

American � Italian � French
Greek � German � Latin

3342 Stony Point Road, Santa Rosa, CA 95407
Call Peter 707-526-1138

Dr. Kimon A. Legakis
Athens University Law SchoolUMaster of Law, Hervard Law School

Doctor of Law, Greece
UCertificate of International Law, Hague Academy of Int�l Law

Le g a l  C o n s u l t a n t

O F F I C E S

209 Garth Road

Scarsdale, N.Y. 10583

   & (914) 725-4717(914) 725-4717(914) 725-4717(914) 725-4717(914) 725-4717
Fax: (914) 725-4936

14 Nikitaras Street
Athens 106 78, Greece

& (011-301) 383-3340
& (011-302) 992-7111

Fax: (011-301)382-0838

With emphasis on: Settlement of Inheritance, Taxes, Disputed
Properties, Civil, International Family and Business Law in Greece

KOSTAS TASLISKOSTAS TASLISKOSTAS TASLISKOSTAS TASLISKOSTAS TASLIS
& His Orchestra& His Orchestra& His Orchestra& His Orchestra& His Orchestra

Greek and American Music
Klarino - Bouzoukee etc.

Featuring Katerina - Vocalist

PMT TO: Omikron Record Co.  P.O.Box 913
47 Bacon Str., Winchester, MA 01890

___ #CDs @15.00  ___ #CASSETTES @ $10.00
TOTAL DUE: $ _____ (  )Check  ( ) M.O.

ORDERORDERORDERORDERORDER
OUR NEWESTOUR NEWESTOUR NEWESTOUR NEWESTOUR NEWEST

RELEASERELEASERELEASERELEASERELEASE

Call Kostas
(781)729-2643

Add
$3.00 ea.

s & h

SE THEMAMESE THEMAMESE THEMAMESE THEMAMESE THEMAME
& GREEK MAKARENA& GREEK MAKARENA& GREEK MAKARENA& GREEK MAKARENA& GREEK MAKARENA

TEL: 1-800-421-0639 or 713/626-0808
FAX: 713/626-3019

E-mail: jamesdprappas@csi.com

U.S IMMIGRATION
VISAS AND CITIZENSHIP

James D. Prappas*

Attorney and Councelor at Law
3555 Timmons Lane, Suite 1450

Houston, Texas 77027

*Board certified Immigration and Nationality Law
Texas Board of Legal Specialization

WEDDINGS

Wedding and Christen-
ing items, Favors, Marti-
rika, Vaptistika, Ecclesi-
astical items.
We ship anywhere!
(718) 721-9190(718) 721-9190(718) 721-9190(718) 721-9190(718) 721-9190

KENTRIKON-NOUFARO
23-33 31 St.

Astoria, NY 11105

www.omogenia.com/kentriko-noufaro

38 Stremata, Waterfront ol-
ive grove with magnificent
views of Ithaca & Ceph-
allonia. Reduced price for
quike sale 38,000,000

Call: Stathis at
(727) 399-2919

LEFKADA
Rare large hilltop parcel, 11
plus stremata, overlooking
sea and valley. Thirty minutes
from Athens airport, in area
of year- round and vacation
villas. Firm price $375,000
(US) or best reasonable of-
fer. Serious inquiries only!
Call:(207) 282-1197

OMEGA
Icons, Kandilia,

Stefana, Religious
Medals, Crosses

AVAILABLE FOR FESTIVALS

Call: (330) 755-4441
omegal@raex.com

EMPLOYMENT

GOURMET FOODS

Licensed Adoption AgLicensed Adoption AgLicensed Adoption AgLicensed Adoption AgLicensed Adoption Agencencencencencyyyyy
PLAN-IT FOR KIDS, P.C.

All Adoption Services Provided
Reasonable Fees � Non-Profit

Also seeking families for Hogar Rafael Ayau-Guatemala.
All adoption inquirers please telephone:

Toll Free (888) 810-5727 Carol Paulakos-Clarke, M.Ed.

Shipped Fresh to you.Custom Blends and Vol. Disc. Avail.
Call Gus Patukas (717) 399-0090

The Coffee Co., Lancaster PA Fax (717) 399-2999
�TAKI�S KALO KAIMAKI�

Ask about our special blend for Restaurants/DINERS!

Gourmet Greek Coffee
& Superior Coffees & Teas

from around the world...

PROF. SERVICES

BUILD YOUR DREAM
HOUSE IN GREECE

Latest technology saves you
29%, in cost, 45%, in time.

For a FREE Brochure,
call: (248) 827-1217

between 8:00am to 3:00pm

To develope programs for 400+ chil-
dren ages 4-18. Must demonstrate

excellent communication, administra-
tive and organizational skills. Competi-

tive salary and benefits.
Saints Peter & Paul Greek Orthodox Church

Glenview, Illinois
Please Fax Resume to: (847) 729-6562

PARISH YOUTH DIRECTOR

Classified Ads
rate is $50.00 per col-
umn inch. This Box is
one column by one
inch and costs $50.
ALL ADS ARE PRE-PAID

Loving, caring teacher with PA certification in
early childhood or elementary education needed
to teach 3 and 4 year olds for the 1999-2000
school year. Send resume to: St. Nicholas Greek
Orthodox Church 1607 West Union Blvd.,
Bethlehem, PA 18018 Attn: Pre-school Commit-
tee Deadlines June 15th 1999.

WANTED
Teacher/pre-school

D I M I T R I O S  P A N A G O S
PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO

Web page:http://www.panagos.com

Å WEDDINGS Å BAPTISMS Å PORTRAITS Å NEWS Å PASSPORTS

111 Broadway (Rt. 107), Hicksville, N.Y. 11801

(516) 931-2333

1.200 ô.ì. åéò Áãßá Ëáñßóçò
Ðëçñïöïñßåò ôçë. (248) 298-9129

Ðùëåßôáé Oéêüðåäï � For Sale in Larisa

VACATIONS-TRAVEL

ÅËËÇÍÉÊÏ ÔÕÐÏÃÑÁÖÅÉÏ

40-12 Ditmars Blvd., Astoria, NY 11105
Tel.: (718) 545-2323
Fax: (718) 545-2366

ÕÐÅÕÈÕÍÏÔÇÔÁ

& ÓÙÓÔÅÓ ÔÉÌÅÓ

LETTERHEADS � LOGOS � ENVELOPES � BUSINESS CARDS � JOURNALS � MAGA-
ZINES � BOOKS � BOOKLETS � WEDDING INVITATIONS � SIGNS � BANNERS � COM-
PUTER � GRAPHICS � PAPER SIGNS � COLOR BROCHURES � MENUS � ADS

ORTHODOX OBSERVER

Ëåõêþìáôá ãéá
óõëëüãïõò êáé

êïéíüôçôåò

DISPLAY ADVERTISING
per column inch:...................................................................$55.00
quarter pg: .......................................................................... $750.00
half page: ........................................................................ $1,500.00
full page: ......................................................................... $3,000.00

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
single column inch ...........................................$ 50.00
dbl. column inch .................................................................$100.00

ADVERTISING RATES

MECHANICAL REQUIREMENTS

y �Type page width� is 59 picas (9.75�), depth is 14 inches
y Display ads: Four columns to a page. Single column width
is 14 picas (2.25�). For each additional column add 15 picas
(2.5�). y Classified ads: Six columns to a page. Single column
width is 9 picas (1.5�), double column width is 9 picas (1.5�),
double column width is 19 picas (3.25�)
y Camera ready ads preferred.
COLOR: additional charges apply. DEADLINES: ® Reser-
vations: 25 days before publication. PAYMENT TERMS:®All
ads are payable in advance, unless contract agreement is
in effect and account current.

MOVING? NOT RECEIVING?

If you are moving, please attach
your old label here ò

A N D
Ask your parish to forward your name and new

address to the Observer in order for you to continue
receiving the newspaper

I F
you move but your new home is located in the district
of the same parish, then list your new address below:

Mail this coupon to the �Orthodox Observer�
8 East 79th Street, New York, NY 10021

NAME___________________________________________
ADDRESS______________________________________
CITY___________________STATE ________ZIP_______

FOR 30 YEARS THE
ULTIMATE IN GREEK
& AMERICAN MUSIC

of NEW YORK

e-mail: Trojan888@aol.comf

VERY IMPORTANT

CAPE SOUNION AREA

Round The World Travel Agency, Inc. Serving  the  Greek
Community 27 Years

BEST PRICES!
Air     Cruises     Tours

8 8 8 - 6 3 8 - 7 4 7 1

Baltimore, MD  RTW@NeTrip.com  www.NeTrip.com
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m i s s i o n sm i s s i o n s
Who would have imagined four years

ago, in a land where Orthodoxy was unheard
of, that today, thousands would flock to hear
the Word of God, and willingly accept to be
baptized in the One True Faith? Who would
have believed that with angelic voices, today,
native Malagasy children would offer daily
hymns of praise to our Holy Mother of God?

Orthodoxy in a Pagan Land

by Matina Kouvoussis

Who would have thought, that tucked
away in the depths of isolated tribal villages
would stand humble churches of St. Barbara,
Sts. Constantine and Helen, St. Spyridon and
many more -whose bells would sound, call-
ing villages to draw near for the Divine Lit-
urgy?

Who would have dreamed that today
the Orthodox people of Madagascar would
have six native priests, and that the mission-
ary archimandrite who brought Orthodoxy
to this land would today become the first
Bishop of Madagascar?

All these wondrous miracles seem al-
most unbelievable, yet although �with men
they may seem impossible, with God all
things are possible� (Matt. 19:26).

Today about 12,000 people make up
the Orthodox Church in Madagascar. In the
past, Christianity did not take strong roots
on this primarily pagan African island which
lies in the Southwest Indian Ocean. For cen-
turies, its people were strongly bound by
deep religious beliefs which entailed vari-
ous superstitious rites and
taboos most of which
were influenced by
their unique per-
ceptions of death.

The concept
of death to the
Malagasy people is
indeed one of great
interest. The Mala-
gasy consider death
as a �change of state in theprocess
of progression.� They believe that
the �soul survives the body and some-
how wakes over it while the body
sleeps indefinitely.�

The Malagasy are convinced that
the dead maintain an everlasting re-
lationship with the living and that they
�exist in liaison with them.� For this rea-
son the dead are treated with utmost re-
spect, where it becomes the duty of the liv-
ing to perform �elaborate rites� for the de-
ceased so that they may maintain this im-
portant spiritual relationship with them.

Furthermore the Malagasy people be-
lieve that survival of the spirit depends on
�how important the dead were in life, and on
the capacity of their family to remember them
for as long as possible.� It is no surprise then,
that religious rituals involving the remains of
the dead family members may periodically
take place many years after their death.

Many years of such ancestral tradition,
which deemed it honorable and dutiful to
the Malagasy people to perform such rites
and hence maintain a good relationship with
their dead, made it extremely difficult for
these people to escape their duties for fear
that they would displease their ancestors.

One needs only to recall, however, the
words of Christ Himself, Who spoke of the
parable of the Sower. (Matt. 8: 5-15). The
�seed� being the Word of God, indeed fell
on fertile ground in the hearts of many Mala-
gasy people, and sprang up, and yielded a
crop a hundredfold.

This crop, is undoubtedly a manifesta-
tion who continually draw near to hear about
Christ the Savior, of the thousands of Mala-
gasy people who having heard the Word,

keep it, abandoning the superstitions and
taboos of their ancestors, which for years
had kept them in darkness and slavery.

They place trust in the words of their
bishop and enlightener who assures them
that the power of God is far greater than
that of the evil spirits of their pagan religions.
They place hope in Christ�s words �do not
be afraid, but only believe.� (Mark 5:36).

And indeed how great is their belief!
Allow me to share with you, a moving testi-
mony of faith which Bishop Nectarios of
Madagascar witnessed while on one of his
missionary trips to the village of Ambo-
vondramanesy in early 1996.

The bishop (then Fr. Nectarios Kellis)
and Fr. Nicholas Ramoroson (one of the
native priests) had organized a trip to this
village where they would preach to the cat-
echumen and performed the Divine Liturgy,
before traveling further to do mission work
in the town of Majunga. No other Christians
had been to this village before, except in
August 1994, when Fr. Nectarios with Fr.
John Rakotondrazafy, then a catechist, vis-
ited and were the first to preach Christ)

When they reached Ambovondram-
anesy, they were informed by the villagers
that only a few days before two missionar-
ies of the Baptist sect had approached them.
The Baptists explained to the villagers that
they were Christian missionaries, and that
they had come to teach them about Christ.

The two Baptists remained in the vil-
lage for a few days, and at the end of their
stay they told the natives that if they

were willing to be bap-
tized they would

build for them a
church, a school,

and a clinic with
funds coming from

America.
At that point the

�fokotany,� the elder
of the village, on behalf
of the villagers stood up
and said, �we could
have ordered you out
of our village from the
moment you came
here, but we let you

have your say. Now that
you have finished, we ask

that you leave our village and
never return. We do not accept your

money, nor your buildings, for we are Or-
thodox Christians!� What a miracle! What a
display of faith! What a great lesson for us
who were born into the Church yet fear to
confess Christ before others in case we be-
come ridiculed!

At that time the villagers of Ambo-
vondramanesy were only catechumen. They
were not even baptized into the Orthodox
Church, they were not given any material
things by the Orthodox Church and yet not
only they renounced their pagan beliefs but
also they confessed the Orthodox Faith.
Today nearly all of the villagers have been
baptized into the Orthodox Church and
since last year, with funds from Greece and
Australia, the Orthodox  mission there built
a church dedicated to Sts. Constantine and
Helen, a primary school, and a well for wa-
ter. Also an experiment farm with mango
and cocoa trees has been established there
by our mission.

May God continue to bless Madagas-
car with His abundant Grace, and give
strength to its newly enlightened people who
have placed all hope in Him.

Matina Kouvoussis is a student of phar-
macy and biology at Adelaide University,
Australia.

P A P A L O I Z O S  P U B L I C A T I O N S

We accept VISA, MASTERCARD, PERSONAL CHECKS & MONEY ORDERS.
Card # ___________________________________________ Exp. date:___/ ____
SEND TO: (Street number, please. We ship UPS)      Check here for free catalogue   ¾
Name:______________________________________Phone:_________________
Address: __________________________________________________________
City:___________________________State:_____________Zip:_______________
WRITE TO: PAPALOIZOS PUBLICATIONS    Tel:(301) 593-0652
11720 Auth Lane, Silver Spring, MD.20902 Fax: (301) 681-3390
Also available Textbooks for Elementary School, grades 1-7, and auxiliary books.

BOOKS (Adult level) Price  Qty. Amount
Modern Greek, Part 1
Workbook for Modern Greek, part 1
Cassete tapes for part 1 (set of 8, in Album)
Modern Greek, Part II
Workbook  for Modern Greek, Part II
Cassette tapes for Part II (set of 6)
Grammar of Modern Greek, with workbook
333 Greek Verbs, fully conjugated, 400 pp.
Learning Greek through Conversation
Cassette tepes for Learning Greek (set of 8)
3400 Greek Words flash cards (spiral bound)
Basic Greek Conversation
Cassette tapes for Basic Greek (set of 6)

                       SUBTOTAL
Postage $4.25 first set, 0.25 each additional book

TOTAL

15.00
5.00

32.00
13.00
5.00

26.00
12.00
18.00
12.00
30.00
12.00
8.00

24.00

We have been teaching Americans Greek since 1957! � visit us at: www.papaloizos.com

L e a r n  G r e e k  T h e  E a s y  W a y

VISIT OUR WEDSITE www.athosicons.com and view a few samples of our icons
or request a brochure by calling Toll free 1-800-952-8467

You may also email your requestat hellenic@neca.com
Or write to: ATHOS Icons P.O. Box  554 Mansfield Center, CT 06250

SILVER ICONS
BY

A.KYPRIOTIS
ATHOS WORKSHOP

ATHOS
ICONS

MADAGASCAR

WE NOW ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS
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Christ Is Risen!
English Christ Is Risen! Truly He Is Risen!
Greek Christos Anesti Alithos Anesti
Arabic Al-Masi-H Qam Hakan Qam
Slavonic Christos Voskrese Voistinu Voskrese
Latin Christus Surresurrexit! Verie Surresurrexit!
Romanian Hristos A Inviat! Adevarat A Inviat!
Albanian Krishti.U.Ngjall! Vertete.U.Ngjall!
Spanish Christo Ha Resucitado! En Verdad Ha Resucitado!
Finnish Kristus Nosee Ouolesta Totistestee Nosee
French Le Christ Est Resucitee! Vraiment Est Resucitee!
Gaelic Kriost Eirgim Eirgim
Luo Kriciro Ocer! Ateteni Ocer!
Luganda Kristo Ajukkide! Amajima Ajukkide!
Swahili Kristo Amefufukka! Kweli Amefufukka!
Polish Khrystoos Zmartfykhstal! Zapravde Zmartfykhstal!
Turkish Hristos Diril-Di Hakikaten Diril-Di
Italian Cristo E Risorto Verito E Risorto
Navaho Christ Nadeetsa! Ao Nadeetsa!

Around the World

SAINTS AND FEASTS
Zoodochos Peghe

challengeYouth Ministry

Email: youthoffice@goarch.org

One of the least known, yet significant
feast days of the Orthodox Church is cel-
ebrated on Friday each year after Easter. It
is on this day we celebrate the dedication of
one of Orthodoxy�s most precious posses-
sions, the Life-Giving Spring of Con-
stantinople. It has a most amazing history
and all Orthodox Christians should share in
the knowledge of this treasured shrine of
Orthodoxy.

During the early years of the Byzantine
Empire, there lived a very pious man called
Markellis (he later became Emperor of all
Byzantium and he was called Emperor Leo).

Markellis was a simple layman who love
to walk in the forest surrounding the beau-
tiful city of Constantinople. During one of
his �mediation� walks, he met a blind man
who was in dire need of water to quench
his thirst. Markellis tried to lead him to wa-
ter in the forest, but in vain. As he searched
diligently for water, Markellis became some-
what disheartened. Suddenly a voice from
heaven was heard saying, �Emperor Leo, you
will find water deep in the forest, wash the
blind man with this water and you will see
the power of the Lord.� Markellis was
amazed, not only because of the strange
voice from heaven, but also of the fact that
he was addressed as �Emperor Leo.� He did
as the voice commanded him, and lo and
behold he found a spring deep in the forest.
As he bathed the eyes of the blind man, sud-
denly the blind man could see the world for
the first time in his life. Markellis was quite
shocked at the course of events. In time,
however, he did eventually become �Em-
peror� of the vast Byzantine Empire which
included more than half of the civilized
world. He immediately erected a magnifi-
cent shrine at the place where he had found
the �Life-Giving Spring.�

The shrine became very famous over
the years, and thousands journeyed to this
sacred spot and were healed of their ill-
nesses. The Emperor Justinian was healed
of a strange sickness and to show his ap-
preciation he also erected a beautiful Church
at the Life-Giving Spring. The spring became
known as the Life-Giving Spring during the
11th century.

Four pilgrims from ancient Thessaly
began a pilgrimage to this sacred spring, but
one of the pilgrims died before they reached
their destination. Before he died, the pilgrim
requested that he be anointed with water
from the sacred spring and then buried
nearby in the forest.

As the fellow travelers carried out his
dying wish by bathing him with the water
from the miraculous spring, the dead man
suddenly came to life. Since that time it has
been called Zoodochos Peghe (the Life-Giv-
ing Spring).

Many of us have visited this beautiful
spring outside the ancient walls of Con-
stantinople. Adjacent to this beautiful shrine
is a Greek Orthodox hospital for the sick
and the afflicted. It is called the hospital of
Balukli. Many of our former Patriarchs are
buried in the rear of the church of the Life-
Giving Spring. This Church has been de-
stroyed many times by earthquakes and by
the Moslems, but the Orthodox have man-
aged to rebuild it. The church has been dedi-
cated on Friday after Easter, thus we com-
memorate this important event every year
on this week.

Reprinted from Lives of the Saints and
Major Feast Days by Father George Poulos

Television producer Aaron Spelling be-
ing �shocked� at the newly-released teen
movies, Cruel Intentions and Go. �I think
they�re going too far�, says Mr. Spelling,
�and they need to be more responsible�.  He
abhors these types of movies, because �if
they�re going to have sexual affairs, I like to
see condoms�. What?!?!?  His steamy shows
like Melrose Place and Beverly Hills 90210
that are also �teen-oriented�. Maybe Mr.
Spelling should take the log out of his own
eye, before he accuses others of having a
splinter in theirs!

What
Do You Think?

ChallengeChallengeChallengeChallengeChallenge is the youth supplement to the
Orthodox Observer a service of

the Department of Youth & Young Adult
Ministries.

Contributors for this issue
Fr. Pavlos Papalexiou, Fr. Anastasios

Bourantas, Fr. Michael Nasser, George
Hazlaris, Natalie Kulukundis

Articles reflect the opinion of the writers.
Write to: Youth & Young Adult Ministries,
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America;
8 East 79th Street,New York, N.Y.  10021

Christ is Risen! Truly He is Risen!

� Why the week following Pascha is
called Bright Week (or New Week)? Two
reasons: because at Pascha the world and
the entire creation is renewed by Christ, and
because the catechumens, who were newly
baptized on Easter Sunday wore their new
bright white robes all week.

� That during Bright Week, we do not
fast or abstain from foods, and are also called
to partake of the Eucharist whenever it is
offered.  Bright Week is considered to be an

extension of Pascha, the Feast of all Feasts.
�  Beginning at Pascha, the royal doors

of the iconostasis are left open for 40 days
to signify that Christ opened the gates of
heaven by His Resurrection.

�  That up until Ascension, we pro-
claim   �CHRIST IS RISEN� (Christos Anesti)
as we greet one another.  The proper re-
sponse being �TRULY HE IS RISEN� or �IN-
DEED HE IS RISEN� (Alithos Anesti), NOT
�Thank You� or �Episis� (Same to you!)

to our own baptisms.
It is important for us to realize that if

we have not understood these things, then

Did You Know ?

These familiar words are the greeting
that we, as Orthodox Christians, exchange
with one another for the 40 days after
Pascha. Christ is Risen replaces the nor-
mal Hi or Hello. We proclaim and
exclaim the joy and celebra-
tion that we share because
of our Lord�s resurrec-
tion from the dead.

But are we really
joyous? Are we truly
celebrating? Just
the change in how
we greet each
other is mean-
ingless unless
we fully under-
stand and have
allowed our
Lord�s resur-
rection to make
a change in us,
and in who we
are as Christians.
Has the joy of the
Resurrection become
for us a life-altering ex-
perience or is it just a nos-
talgic holiday that we re-
member along with Labor Day
or the 4th of July?

In the early Church, the purpose of
Great Lent was to allow those who were pre-
paring to be baptized a period of time for
prayer, fasting and instruction in order for
them to grow in faith before they made the
ultimate commitment to be baptized. Most
of us were baptized when we were only in-
fants or small children.

Because we were baptized at such a
young age, many of us never made the de-
cision for ourselves to be baptized, let alone
took any time to prepare ourselves for what
we were about to take part in.

Every year, Great Lent offers us a time
to refocus, learn, and recommit ourselves

In order to be protected and saved
from this curse, the Israelites were instru-
cted to take the blood of a sacrificed lamb
and mark their  doorways with the blood as
a sign of faith.

By doing this the Angel of Death would
pass them by or �pass over� their homes,

keeping them from death. The Israel-
ites were instructed to remember

and to celebrate the Passover ev-
ery year to keep in mind God�s

love and care for His people.
This was a fore-

shadow of Jesus, who
Himself became the Sac-
rificial Lamb. Christ came
to save us as well, who
are in bondage and
slaves to sin. He came
as well in order to once
again protect and save
His people from death.
This time we are saved,
not by marking our doors
with the blood of a lamb,

but by marking our hearts
with faith in the Lamb of God

who is Jesus.
His blood has become our

salvation and His sacrifice has freed
us from death and opened up to us the

gates of Heaven. The Israelites showed their
faith by marking their doors with the blood
of a lamb and were saved.

We must show and live our faith by ac-
cepting Christ, following Him and living our
lives as He and the Church teach us. We
too are called to remember the Passover -
the Pascha every year to keep us mindful of
God�s love and the Resurrection for what it
means to us.

This is why we cry out and celebrate that
�Christ is Risen,� for if we follow Him, death
passes over us and we live with Him forever.
It is with this faith and understanding that we
sing �It is the Day of the Resurrection Let Us
Rejoice and be Glad in the Feast. �

by George Hazlaris

On Control of the Stomach (Part 3 of 3)
A clear rule for self-control handed

down by the Fathers is this: stop eating while
still hungry and do not continue until you
are satisfied. When the Apostle said, �make
no provision to fulfill the desires of the flesh�
(Romans 13:14), he was not forbidding us
to provide for the needs of life; he was warn-
ing us against self-indulgence.

Moreover, by itself abstinence from food
does not contribute to perfect purity of soul
unless the other virtues are active as well.
Humility, for example, practiced through
obedience in our work and through bodily
hardship, is a great help. If we avoid avarice
not only by having no money, but also by

FROM THE CHURCH FATHERS TO US

Pascha and the proclamation of Christ is
Risen simply mean for us  that Lent is over
and we can finally eat meat again.

So what does Pascha really mean?  The
word �pascha� actually means Passover. In
the Old Testament and in the Hebrew reli-
gion we recall the event of the Jewish Pass-
over. This was when, in the book of Exodus,
God warned the Egyptian Pharaoh, through
Moses, to free the Israelites from slavery and
bondage. Since the Pharaoh refused, God
sent the �Angel of Death� over all of Egypt
and every first born son was to die.

not wanting to have any, this leads us towards
purity of soul. Freedom from anger, from
dejection, self-esteem and pride also contrib-
utes to purity of soul in general, while self-
control and fasting are especially important
for bringing about that specific purity of soul
which comes through restraint and modera-
tion. No one whose stomach is full can fight
mentally against the demon of unchastity.

Our initial struggle therefore must be
to gain control of our stomach and to bring
our body into subjection not only through
fasting  but also through vigils, labours and
spiritual reading, and through concentrat-
ing our heart on fear of Gehenna and on
longing for the kingdom of heaven.
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BERKELEY, Calif. � The Patriarch
Athenagoras Orthodox Institute (PAOI), an
affiliation of the Graduate Theological Union
(GTU) and the University of California-Ber-
keley, recently announced the receipt of five
significant grants in support of its programs
and activities.

A $500,000 donation by Alexander G.
Spanos of California will enable the Insti-
tute to complete its endowment of the chair
in Eastern Orthodox Studies and to provide
support for other programs of the Institute.

A search for the new Spanos professor
is currently under way.

The Gus Constantin Family Foundation
of San Rafael, Calif., recently awarded a two-
year grant of $100,000 to the Institute and
the GTU for the library. This grant will en-
able the Institute to purchase necessary
computer equipment and to employ a full-
time cataloger. As a result, it is expected that
by the end of the year 2000 the Institute�s
cataloging system will be fully integrated into
the GTU and University of California on-line
catalogs, thus making known and available
the library�s resources via the Internet to
researchers virtually all over the world. an
anonymous grant of $187,000 was awarded
for the purpose of establishing a develop-
ment office and program which will allow
the Institute to develop an integrated
fundraising and publicity program.

A grant from the Alexander S. Onassis
Public Benefit Foundation has provided for the
purchase of books for the Institute�s library.

The Ivan V. Koulaieff Educational Fund,
San Francisco, has awarded a grant for the
establishment of an endowment for the pur-
chase of books relating to the Russian Or-
thodox Church, its theology and history.
Thanks to these and other donations, the
library has developed into one of the largest
collections of Orthodox materials in North
America.

The Patriarch Athenagoras Orthodox
Institute is an independent Orthodox cen-
ter that advanced the study and dissemina-
tion of Orthodox theology, spirituality, and
culture, or, in the words of its mission state-
ment, �to educate, communicate, promote
and sustain the traditions, values, teachings
and culture of Orthodox Christianity.� Lo-
cated next to the University of California,
Berkeley, the Institute offers courses and
programs on a wide range of subjects.

While not affiliated with any of the Or-
thodox jurisdictions in the United States, the
Institute is recognized and supported in its
work by the Greek, Russian, Serbian and
many other Orthodox churches. In recogni-
tion of this inter-Orthodox character and the
Institute�s growing significance within North
American Orthodoxy, the Ecumenical Patri-
archate bestowed onto the PAOI the title of
a �Patriarchal Institute� in 1993, and the In-
stitute is ecclesiastically related directly to
the Ecumenical Patriarchate.

The Institute�s affiliation with the
Graduate Theological Union and its strong
ties to the Orthodox Church enable it to
function as a bridge between the two dis-
tinct worlds of Eastern Orthodox Christian-
ity and the academe -a fact witnessed in the
composition of the Institute�s clientele.

In the Institute�s graduate courses,
seminarians and clergy from many non-Or-
thodox denominations can learn first hand
about the Orthodox tradition. The seminars,
art exhibits and publications, make available
to the general public the rich spiritual, artis-
tic and moral heritage of the Church.

The library, with its approximately 10,000
volumes, serves students, clergy and research-
ers throughout the western United States.

Patriarchal Institute
Receives Grants

SAN FRANCISCO � Members of the Bay
Area Greek community celebrated a color-
ful commemoration of the 178th anniversary
of Greek independence on March 21 at the
Civic Center.

Festivities began with a doxology at the
courtyard of Annunciation Cathedral follow-
ing Divine Liturgy with Metropolitan An-
thony officiating, assisted by several priests.

After the doxology, a parade proceeded
from the cathedral  up Valencia Street to
Market Street and eventually to City Hall,
led by former Mayor George Christopher,
the grand marshal.

The parade included floats sponsored
by various Greek American organizations.

Bay Area Celebrates

NEW YORK.�
The Hellenic
Times will
honor journal-
ist Thalia Assu-
ras (�CBS This
Morning�) and
actress Paula
Cale, star of the
NBC drama
�Providence� at
the Eighth An-
nual Hellenic

HT Scholarship Gala to Honor Two
ogos, Paula grew up in Great Falls, Va., and
pursued her acting talent at the Goodman
School of Theater in Chicago. It was then
that she landed the role of Suzanne in Steve
Martin�s play �Picasso at the Lapin Agile.�

Paula also starred as McGovern, the
MTV-generation reporter on �Murphy
Brown,� and as Lizzie, Tea Leoni�s sister on
the NBC hit �Naked Truth.� The actress also
headlined last year at New York�s Lucille
Lortel Theatre, playing Gilda Radner in
�Bunny, Bunny.�

Sony Recording Artist Triandafillos will
also perform at the Gala event. Triandafillos
is one of Greece�s newest and most excit-
ing performers. His recent CD �Grammata�
remains at the top of music charts a year
after its release.

The event�s dinner chairman is Nicho-
las Katsoris, general counsel of the Red Apple
Group. The co-chairs are the publisher of the
Hellenic Times John (Chairman of the Red
Apple Group) and Margo Catsimatidis (Presi-
dent of MCV Advertising). Other chairs in-
clude: Cynthia Herzegovitch (reservations);
Spiro Catechis (auction); Tina Doufekias
(decorations); and Tina Kiamos (raffle).

The annual scholarship dinner will com-
mence with cocktails at 7:30 p.m.; dinner at
8:30. Ticket prices are as follows: General
admission tickets, $150 per person; Youth
tickets, $135 (30 and under if purchased by
April 23rd); sponsor tickets are $250.

The event will also feature a silent auc-
tion including celebrity items donated by
Jennifer Aniston, Yanni, Anna Vissi, Bob
Costas, Calista Flockhart, Brad Pitt and Billy
Zane. Also included will be fabulous vaca-
tion, beautiful jewelry and other items.

For further information, to purchase tick-
ets, or to bid on the auction items visit our
website at HTSFund.org or contact Ana
Sandoval at (212) 986-6881 or (212) 333-7456.

Thalia Assuras

Times Scholarship Gala at the New York
Hilton on Friday, May 14.

The event will also feature a concert
performance by Sony International record-
ing artist Triandafillos. Some 1,500 guests
are expected to attend as $75,000 in schol-
arships will be awarded to students from
across the United States.

Born in London, Canada, CBS News
correspondent Thalia Assuras currently
serves as anchor of the �CBS Morning
News,� and co-anchor with Jane Robelot on
�CBS This Morning.�

Assuras has been a CBS News corre-
spondent since February 1997, reporting for
a variety of CBS News broadcasts including
the aforementioned and the �CBS Evening
News.� She also currently reports the news
segment of �This Morning.� The talented jour-
nalist joined CBS News from ABC, where she
anchored �World News Now� and �World
News This Morning� (1993-96) and served
as general assignment correspondent.

Honoree Paula Cale is currently starring
in NBC�s �Providence,� the highest rated new
drama of the television season. In the show,
which airs Friday evenings, Cale plays Joanie,
the younger sister of previous Hellenic Times
honoree Melina Kanakaredes.

The daughter of Tom and Joy Korol-

CHERRY HILL, N.J. � High school and
college students may compete for college
scholarships in a national essay competition
known as PROJECT: Learn MS �99.

Sponsored by the Multiple Sclerosis
Association of America (MSAA), PROJECT:
Learn MS �99 is designed to educate stu-
dents about MS � a crippling disease which
affects young adults.

The essay competition is open to high
school juniors and seniors, and college fresh-
men and sophomores. Entries must be post-
marked by June 5.

Students may obtain an official regis-
tration form by contacting their high school
English department, by calling 1-800-LEARN
MS, or emailing msaa@msaa.com.

For its sixth year, MSAA�s PROJECT:
Learn MS encourages students to write a 500
to 1,000-word essay on how multiple scle-
rosis impacts persons and their families on
a daily basis. East essay must be typed and
double-spaced, and can take the form of a
letter, poem or feature story.

MSAA is a national non-profit organiza-
tion providing direct patient care programs and
services to assist those suffering from MS.

Services include peer counseling, sup-
port groups, free loan of therapeutic equip-
ment, barrier-free housing, symptom man-
agement research and therapies, educational
literature, no-cost MRIs and other vital pa-
tient programs.

MSAA Sponsors
Scholarships

The State University of New York, Col-
lege at Brockport, announces its 27th annual
mythological study tour to Greece, June 28
to July 19.

Participants will study selected myths
and their connection with the life of Greece
in the context of archeological and histori-
cal sites. An extensive itinerary covers key
spiritual centers of ancient Greece: Delphi,
Olympia, Mystras, Eleusis, Epidaurus, etc.

The last half of the trip includes Santorini,
Mykonos, Crete and the Samaria Gorge.

Themes in art, architecture, literature
and religion are studied comparatively
across historical periods. Byzantine culture
is examined as an important link between
classical and modern civilization.

The cost of $2,900 includes round-trip
airfare, accommodations in air-conditioned
hotels, all dining, admissions and charter bus
service.

This credit-optional program is open to
college students and adults. For more infor-
mation, telephone 1-800-298-SUNY or visit
www.brockport.edu/study_abroad

SUNY-Brockport
Announces Study Tour

The Greek Children�s Fund was named
this year�s recipient of the Gift of Life Concert,
in memory of Zoe Zoubourides, who lost her
valiant hard-fought battle with leukemia.

The Friends of Zoe Zoubourides orga-
nized an annual concert of dance, opera and
classical music with the proceeds benefit-
ing a nonprofit children�s organization.

�We are very honored to be the recipi-
ent of the proceeds from the benefit con-
cert,� stated Sam Matthews, Greek Child-
ren�s Fund president. �Every day, the Fund
assists children who, like Zoe, are fighting a

Gift of Life Concert to Benefit the Children�s Fund

INDIANAPOLIS VISIT
Archbishop Spyridon made his first pastoral visit to Indiana on March 6-7, to Holy Trinity
Church in Indianapolis where he celebrated Divine Liturgy. With His Eminence in the
photo is Fr. Anastasios Gounaris, pastor, and members of the parish council.

battle against a disease which is difficult to
comprehend. The hardest part of the battle
is when the child has lost and the family
begins to deal with that loss. This concert
represents that pain in a positive light in
which the Zoubourides family seeks to as-
sist others-that is, the children who, like Zoe,
are fighting.�

The �Gift of Life Concert: A Tribute to
Zoe Zoubourides� took place March 27. It
included performers from the Metropolitan
Opera House and the New York Opera
Company.
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SPIROS AND ALIKI VIKATOS

Church member
honored

St. Gerasimos parish in Manhattan re-
cently presented a plaque to honorary Par-
ish Council President Spiros Vikatos for his
service, commitment and philanthropic con-
tributions to the community and to his
hometown of Cephalonia, Greece. Mr.
Vikatos recently was instrumental in the
completion of a major restoration project
for St. Gerasimos. Mr. Vikatos and his wife,
Aliki, and three children live in Fort Lee, N.J.

ALISIA GEANOPULOS

PTA member honored
Dora Lagos of Little Neck, N.Y., was hon-

ored by  the St. Nicholas-Flushing, N.Y., Greek
Afternoon School PTA for her outstanding
service to the community. She helped expand
the Greek school education program.

Harvard-bound
Despina Siolas, a student at St. John�s

University in New York, and daughter of Dr.
John and Katherine Siolas of Bayside, N.Y.,
recently was selected for the Harvard Uni-
versity Department of Molecular and Cellu-
lar Biology summer research program. Only
about 5 percent of all students who apply
are accepted.

Principal honored
Pan-Gregorian Association of Restau-

rant Owners in New York honored Mrs.
Chris Arlis of Manhasset, N.Y., as �Principal
of the Year.� She has served William
Spyropoulos Day School in Flushing for
more than nine years.

Top Teen
Alisia Geanopulos, daughter of Nicho-

las Geanopulos, Greek commissioner for the
Pennsylvania Heritage Commission and wife,
Sophia, was selected at Pennsylvania�s �Per-
fect Teen,� after competing in a recent pag-
eant. She will represent her state at the na-
tional America�s Perfect Teen Pageant in Or-
lando, Fla., in July. Alisia and her parents are
members of Holy Trinity Church, Pittsburgh.

BISHOP DIMITRIOS OF XANTHOS, ecumenical
officer of the Archdiocese and former
executive director of the St. Photios
National Shrine, recently co-celebrated at
the National St. Photios Shrine Day Liturgy
in the shrine chapel. The annual pilgrimage
in early February draws hundreds to the
weekend activities surrounding the Feast
Day of St. Photios.

GoGreece.com has named the Greek
Orthodox Archdiocese of America web site
as the best religious web site for 1998. Visi-
tors to the nominated web sites conducted
the voting for this web award.

�This is what makes this award so
meaningful�, said Mr. Theo Nicolakis, the
director of the Archdiocese�s department of
Internet Ministries. �It means that our vi-
sion of communicating the message of the
Gospel and other information pertaining to
the Orthodox Faith is being recognized.
While this and the other awards we have
received are certainly special, it is really the
comments we receive from individuals that
are the most rewarding. They express how
the Archdiocese web site has helped them
learn about the Orthodox faith and life and,
in many instances, even lead them to con-
vert to Orthodox Christianity.�

The Archdiocese web site was once
again recognized in February of 1999 when
it was named the �site of the week� by
omogenia.com.  Other awards which the
Archdiocese web site has won include
LookSmart�s editor�s choice award,
NetGuide magazine�s Gold Award, and
Links2Go�s Key Resource award.

To date, the Greek Orthodox Archdio-
cese web site has received over 24 million
�hits� by individuals from over 100 coun-
tries around the world.

The Archdiocese web site features the
latest news and releases of the Archdiocese,
including the Orthodox Observer; inspira-
tional material on the Orthodox faith and
life; live broadcasts of liturgical services and
religious education classes; resources for
parish ministry; the lives of the saints; online
audio and video galleries; and much more.

The Archdiocese of America web site
is available at: http://www.goarch.org.

eventsPEOPLE&

Cathedral Helps Rejuvenate Neighborhood
LOS ANGELES � St. Sophia Cathedral

was featured in a recent Los Angeles Times
story on urban renewal efforts by churches.

The story, �Building From Within,�
states that �No theory or practice of urban
renewal in Pico-Union (part of West Los
Angeles where the cathedral is located) can
afford to ignore  the compelling presence
of Roman Catholicism and Greek Ortho-
doxy in the district. Fortunately for Pico-
Union residents and commuting parishio-
ners� have a more sophisticated way of
doing things, which offers a paradigm for
the rest of the city and its communities
struggling to come back.�

The story also describes the church�s
celebration of the Sunday of Orthodoxy.

�The sun streamed down upon the
mosaic of a crowned double-headed eagle
of Byzantium embedded in the plaza of St.
Sophia Cathedral. His Eminence Metropoli-
tan Anthony�sprinkled holy water on the
185,000-piece plaza mosaic by artist Sirio
Tonelli. It was the Sunday of Orthodoxy,
celebrating the restoration of sacred icons
o the churches of Byzantium in the year
843. The metropolitan, accompanied by
the Very Rev. John S. Bakas, dean of the
cathedral, and assistant priest Paul Paris,
had just led a long procession of parishio-
ners and guests bearing icons around the
outside walls of the great domed Byzan-
tine Cathedral.

��It was a day about urban renewal
as well as religion. What Metropolitan An-
thony was blessing, along with a restored
plaza, was the revitalization of what the
Greek Orthodox community is now calling
the Byzantine-Latino Quarter of Pico-Union.

�The Byzantine-Latino Quarter is in its
infancy. A half-dozen years ago, this por-
tion of Pico-Union exhibited all the signs
of inner-city neglect: graffiti, paper-strewn
streets, rundown properties and, most of
all, neighborhood gangs. This zone is also
a sacred space for the 50,000 amd more
Greek Orthodox in the L.A. metropolitan
region. It was here in 1952 that the Hel-
lenic community constructed its cathedral,
consecrated in the name of Holy Wisdom.
The Greek community is, by and large,
prosperous, to say the least, which means
that it could have decamped from Pico-
Union and rebuilt its cathedral elsewhere.
But the decision was made to stay.�

The Times article also said that Fr.
John, a priest for 23 years, brought his ex-
periences to the priesthood of witnessing
the human condition as a former police-
man. Three years ago, the cathedral com-
munity joined with other neighborhood
church groups to form �Genesis Plus.� The
organization�s first commitment was �to
walk the streets of Pico-Union, meet
people, note property damage, clean it up
when possible, fix broken windows, paint
over graffiti and, of equal importance,
lobby, lobby, lobby at City Hall on behalf
of Pico-Union.�

Genesis Plus also generated the Byz-
antine-Latino Quarter concept, �centered
on St. Sophia Cathedral, a blending �of Latin
and Hellenic traditions in a recovered
neighborhood. The great plaza blessed by
the metropolitan will not be only for the
use of the cathedral community. It will also
be a civic space, open for appropriate pub-
lic use.�

Archdiocese
Web Site Named
�Best of 1998�

St. Photios Shrine Service

NORWOOD, Mass. � Olga Bebis, 93,
mother of Holy Cross School of Theology
professor Dr. George Bebis, and Fr.,
Constantine S. Bebis, pastor of St. George
Church in New Bedford, died March 11.

She was the widow of the late Spyridon
Bebis and the daughter of the late Rev.
George and Styliani Fragakis.

Mrs. Bebis was born in Smyrna, Asia
Minor, and grew up in Crete where her fa-
ther was a parish priest at the Cathedral
Church of Rethymnon.

She married her husband, a local mer-
chant, who died a few years after their mar-

riage and she raised three children by work-
ing as a seamstress.

After living in Pireaus and, a few years
later, came to the United States in 1958 to
live with her son Fr. Constantine and his
family in New Bedford.

She also lived for several years in
Brookline with her son George.

The past six years, she lived at the Hel-
lenic Nursing Home for the Aged in Canton.

In addition to her two sons, she is sur-
vived by a daughter, Stella Dalley, of
Queensland, Australia; and many grand-
children, great-grandchildren, nieces and
nephews in the United States, Canada,
Australia and Greece.

Metropolitan Methodios officiated at
her funeral at St. George Church.

In Memoriam
Olga Bebis

One of the many floats of this year�s Greek Independence Day Parade, held in New York,
was devoted by the St. Demetrios Church of Jamaica, NY to the 2004 Olympic Games,
which will be held in Athens.

D. Panagos
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This year marks the 106th year that
the parade has taken place. In 1893, the
Hellenic Federation organized the first
celebration. The New York Times
reported that following a request from
Solon Vlastos to Mayor Gilroy, the
Greek flag flew over City Hall in honor
of the 66th anniversary of Greek inde-
pendence.

At this year�s event hundreds of
Greek school children, Philoptochos
and parish council members college
students, federations and many Hel-
lenic-American organizations partici-
pated in the largest Greek Indepen-
dence Day Parade outside Greece.

Archbishop Spyridon, flanked by
New York Mayor Rudolph Giuliani, and
Athens Mayor Dimitris Avramopoulos,
the grand marshal, and dignitaries
representing the Federation of Hellenic
Societies of Greater New York headed
the three-hour -plus procession that
included some 102 units.

The parade also featured the world-
famous Evzones, presidential guard,
which every year makes the journey to
the United States to participate in
several Greek Independence Day-
related events held in a number of
cities.

After marching up Fifth Avenue, His
Eminence and the others took their
place at the reviewing stand to watch
the rest of the parade.

Communities from the Greater New
York area and beyond were repre-
sented, along with many floats and high
school marching bands.

The parade route began around 60th

Street and proceeded north for nearly
30 blocks to 79th Street, then turned
eastward past Archdiocese headquarters
for another four blocks.

�It turned out to be a nice day for
the parade,� said one observer. �Al-
though it wasn�t sunny, it didn�t rain
either. And all the marchers were
simply wonderful.�

106th Annual Parade
Celebrates Greek Independence

NEW YORK �

It was a raw,
blustery day, yet
thousands of
marchers and
spectators as-
sembled along
Fifth Avenue for
the annual pa-
rade on March 28 mark-
ing the 178th Anniversary
of Greek independence.
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