
VOL. 64 � NO. 1164 A U G U S T  1 9 9 9 http://www.goarch.org/goa/observer
E-mail: observer@goarch.org

Historic Meeting in Antioch

The Ecumenical Patriarchate and the
Patriarchate of Antioch officially opened
the spiritual celebration of the 2,000-year
anniversary of the incarnation of the Sav-
ior Christ.

On June 29, 1999, the Primates, His
All Holiness the Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew and His Beatitude Patriarch
Ignatius of Antioch, formally opened
these festivities during the festal con-
celebration of the feast day of Sts. Peter
and Paul in the Church of the Holy and
First Apostles Peter and Paul in Antioch
�where those who believed in Christ
were first called Christians.

His Beatitude Patriarch Ignatius of
Antioch visited the seat of the Ecumeni-
cal Patriarch Bartholomew in the Phanar
where for two days he was received with

Communiqué on the Millennium
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ECUMENICAL Patriarch Bartholomew and His Beatitude Patriarch Ignatius of Antioch are standing
on the “Synthrono” (the throne behind the altar) during the concelebration of the feast of the
Holy Apostles Peter and Paul.
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REFLECTIONS ON
THE  DORMITION  OF  ÔÇÅ THEOTOKOS
�Ye Apostles from afar, being now gathered together here in the vale of  Gethsemane, give

burial to my body; and Thou, my Son and my God, receive Thou my spirit.�
(First Exaposteilarion of  the Paraclesis Service)

From the far corners of the earth, the Holy Apostles were brought by the Spirit of God
to attend upon Panagia in the final hours before her passage into the everlasting Reign of
God.  They were brought to witness the surpassing glories that the Son of God would
bestow upon His mother as He escorted her to a royal throne above to live forever as the
eternal Queen and intercessor for every generation of Christians.

On earth she was the perfect icon of Jerusalem�the City of the Great King, the palace
of the Ruler of All and the Temple of the Living God.  Now she of whom glorious things
are spoken has been translated in the body to the Jerusalem above (cf. Gal. 4:26), so that
like �a city set on a hill� she may guide weary pilgrims through the night of this world to
her resplendent dwellings.  Like a bright and shining candle, she has been situated in the
highest place�not under the bushel of an earthly tomb�so that �the beauty of her virgin-
ity� and �the splendor of her purity� might illumine and enlighten the entire family of
humankind.

Though her passing was a cause for sorrow and mourning for the band of the Apostles,
yet through these events the Theotokos also blessed and strengthened them in their toils
and labor on behalf of the Lord. In the majestic and awesome mysteries of the Dormition,
she demonstrated to them beyond all doubt and contradiction that the Word of the Lord
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New York� His Eminence Arch-
bishop Spyridon paid a visit to the
Patriarchate at the invitation of His
All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew on July 10th to the
12th. During the visit, numerous
issues pertaining to the welfare of
the Church in America were dis-
cussed in private meetings held
between His All Holiness and Arch-
bishop Spyridon. Members of the
Sacred and Holy Synod were also
present during multiple rounds of
talks.

Following the meetings be-
tween the Ecumenical Patriarch
and Archbishop Spyridon, Metro-
politans Iakovos, Anthony and

U.S. Hierarchs
Visit the Phanar

HIS ALL HOLINESS with Mr. Catsimatidis
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D. Panagos
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NEW YORK � Hellenic College/
Holy Cross Executive Committee,
following a motion of Dimitris
Moschos, approved a vote on a key
sub-licensing agreement to maximize
the outreach of Holy Cross Press.

The creation of this extraordi-
nary partnership between HC/HC
and the Archdiocese will also
enhance the distribution and
dissemination of Orthodox materi-
als published in America.

Hellenic College/Holy Cross
exercises full and absolute aca-
demic and editorial freedom over
its titles. The terms of this agree-
ment grant the Archdiocese an
opportunity to promote HC/HC
publications.

Fr. Philemon Sevastiades,
Executive Director of the Office of
Print and Digital Media, said that
the Archdiocese will incur all costs
related to publishing including
production, promotions, packag-
ing, and the payment of royalties.

HC/HC will continue to receive
all the profits generated from the
sale of its titles.

According to Fr. Sevastiades,
�this agreement allows the Church
to have a direct link to the people
and makes mission and witness
accessible to the entire nation while
increasing our visibility in the
general culture.

�It also helps us to understand
and re-focus upon the central
pillars of our faith and reclaim for
ourselves and others the deep
truths and refreshment of spirit that
nourish the heart of our faith.

�We look forward to helping Holy
Cross Press become a permanent
fixture on the shelves of bookstores
and libraries across the country.�

School to Boost
Publishing Efforts

NEW YORK � Archbishop
Spyridon has appointed George
Chelpon as Director of Finance.

Mr. Chelpon, son of Fr.
Theodore H. Chelpon of Annuncia-
tion Church in Pensacola, Fla., has
been serving as acting finance
director since May 1998.

As the chief financial officer,
Mr. Chelpon will oversee all
Archdiocese finances, including
the audit program.

Mr. Chelpon joined the
Archdiocese in 1990. From Sep-
tember 1994 to May 1998 he held
the position of head of accounting
for the Archdiocese.

Mr. Chelpon holds an MBA in
accounting from New York Univer-
sity�s Stern Graduate School of
Business Administration. He
received his bachelor of science
degree in management from
George Mason University in
Fairfax, Va.

Chelpon Named
Finance Director
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It was the middle of an in-
tensely hot New York sum-
mer. One is forced to look for
a refreshing getaway. Vacation
plans seemed vague and far
away. Then suddenly� a
flash. It seemed like a good
idea. There is a quick way out,
a shortcut. The Ionian Village
site on the Internet.

The Ionian Village pro-

keeps getting better and better
Ionian Village

gram was in full swing as the Byzantine Venture session
was unfolding. It was all there. You could at least get a
refreshing taste of the real thing. But that didn�t seem
enough, so we called Ionian Village and asked the direc-
tor, Michael Pappas to talk to us about this year�s pro-
gram:

�The Ionian Village program has seen some exciting
changes and additions this year. A new trip was added.
Campers visited ancient Corinth and stood on the same
spot St. Paul stood on as he was brought in judgement
before the Roman governor. At the camp, the young people
enjoyed a traditional Greek Panigiri, complete with a live
band that included both local musicians and
a couple of Ionian Village�s talented staff
members. Also performing was a dance
group from Seattle.�

Then we asked to speak to some of the
campers, to see what they thought of the
experiences they were having. �Like noth-
ing I ever experienced before,� said Peter
Larsen from Philadelphia, Penn;  �Every-
thing we do is fun,� concluded Daphne
Franklin from Charlotte, North Carolina;
�We�ll go back home with bonds and
friendships to cherish and remember,�
said Nick Carkonen from Seattle.

Alexandra Keros from Bloom-
field, Mich., described some of the
trips and visits as  �a spiritually en-
lightening experience.�

Peter Vrontikis from Sandy, Utah,
when asked to compare this summer
to other ones, said: �All the fun sum-
mers packed into one summer.�

Well, how about day-to-day life we
asked. �Each day keeps getting better
and better,� exclaimed Jennifer Voivo-
das from Indianapolis.

�At the camp, young people partici-
pate in a variety of fun and rewarding ac-

tivities including Arts and Crafts, Aquatics, Athletics,
Music and Greek Culture, and Orthodox Life. The
memories and the friendships from Ionian Village will
last a lifetime,� said Ionian Village Director, Michael
Pappas and he added: �This is a great group of young
people and they are having the time of their lives.�

As we were talking, campers were preparing to
travel to Kalavrita where they would visit the Mega
Spilaion monastery and see an icon of the Theotokos
painted by St. Luke the Evangelist, and to Agia Lavra
which is the birthplace of Greece�s fight for indepen-

dence. Later, they would visit the island of Zakynthos and
the Church of St. Dionysios. Following the veneration of
the relics of St. Dionysios a swim at a local beach was defi-
nitely scheduled. The city of Patras and the Church of St.
Andrew would be next in their itinerary. Then, Ancient
Delphi, considered by the ancient Greeks to be the cen-
ter of the world; the town of Arachova, Athens, the Acropo-
lis, shopping at the Monastiraki, a visit to Cape Sounion,
and the islands of Aegina, Hydra and Poros.

To see more pictures of this summer�s program, visit
the Ionian Village web page at www.ionianvillage.org.
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Maximos met with His
All Holiness to offer
their perspective on is-
sues pertinent to the
future of the Church
in the US.

The Vice Chair-
man of the Archdioc-
esan Council, Mr. John
Catsimatidis also met
with His All Holiness
and exchanged views
and opinions regard-
ing Church affairs.

In a sober commu-
nication issued by the
Chief Secretariat of
the Holy and Sacred
Synod, the Ecumeni-
cal Patriarchate de-
nied with great sad-

of discussion, debate and deliberation.
While there has been much specu-

lation regarding the Archbishop�s fu-
ture in America, the Archdiocese has
been busy continuing its mission to

REFLECTIONS ON
THE  DORMITION  OF

ÔÇÅ THEOTOKOS
u page 1

is true. For in the peacefulness of her re-
pose, she confirmed that Death has been
destroyed, and that the human race need
no longer be subject to the ancient curse
of fear which kept us in bondage to sin.
In the splendors of her presence in
heaven, she has demonstrated the truth
of her Son�s promise that He would share
the power of His Resurrection even with
mere mortals like ourselves.

The miraculous gathering of the Holy
Apostles as witnesses of the Dormition
of the Most Holy Mother of God shows
that these sacred events did not occur
solely for her sake, but for ours as well.
For she, as the pure and spotless Bride
of God (cf. Eph. 5:25-27), stands forever
as the living icon of the whole Church.
In her obedience we find our own para-
digm for life. In her glorification  we wit-
ness our own destiny after death.  In her
eternal intercessory ministry we foresee
our own hope for a life of perfect fellow-
ship with the Holy Trinity.

The Feast of the Dormition, there-
fore, brings us back to the very center of
our Christian faith.  We see in the person
of the Panagia that the Lord Jesus Christ
calls each one of us to eternal life with
Him through a personal relationship in
the bonds of love�the kind of love that
�bears all things, believes all things, hopes
all things, endures all things� (I Cor.
13:7)�the kind of love that says continu-
ally to the Lord, �Be it done unto me ac-
cording to Your word� (Luke 1:38).

Just as the Dormition of the Ever-Vir-
gin Mary brought together the Holy
Apostles and gave them rest and encour-
agement in the midst of their many
struggles on behalf of the Gospel, so too
should the Feast of the Dormition be a
source of strength and refreshment and
unity for us today.  Together we affirm
that Christ has triumphed over the tomb.
Together we expect the Resurrection of
the dead.  Together we await the life of
the coming Kingdom and Reign of God.

Though we may find ourselves, like
the Apostles gathered in Gethsemane, in
a place of trial and temptation, of sorrow
and mourning, let us not despair. If we
watch and pray as they did, we too will
see the confirmation of our faith and the
power of the Risen Christ.  Let us strive
therefore to preserve the unity of faith
and to share the experience of grace that
is the heritage of all of the children of
God.

May the Lord bless all of us as we
keep with joy the radiant Feast of the
Dormition of the All-Holy Mother of God,
so that through her tender intercessions
we too may receive a place in the eternal
heavenly mansions that the Lord now
prepares for us (cf. John 14:2).

PHOENIX, Ariz. � Archbishop Spyri-
don spent the Fourth of July in Phoenix,
Ariz., with some 700 young adults at the
17th annual Archdiocesan Young Adult
League Conference. This year�s theme was
�A Journey to the Son.�

On July 3, His Eminence participated
in an open forum where young adults
from across the country met with the Arch-
bishop in a mutual exchange of thoughts
and ideas.

The Archbishop presided at the Divine
Liturgy on Sunday July 4th and ordained
Deacon Demetrios Cantos as a presbyter.
Subsequently, Archbishop Spyridon ad-
dressed the young adults in his homily:

�Our calling as Christians, as the Apos-
tle Peter says, is to be holy in all that we
do, just as God is holy (1 Peter 2:15-16).
This means that we who have been
touched by the holiness of Jesus Christ
through the great and awesome Myster-
ies of our Church must strive to bring the
holiness into everything that we do and
say, into every aspect of our lives.�

Later that day, the Archbishop trav-
eled to San Diego, Calif., to address the
American Hellenic Educational Progres-
sive Association (AHEPA) at its 77th annu-
al Supreme Convention.

In his speech to members of the
AHEPA family, the Archbishop said: �The
work of AHEPA has been both truly Amer-

ican and truly Hellenic in character. As
men and women who embrace the glori-
ous heritage and legacy of our proud
Greek ancestry, you show yourselves to
be faithful heirs of our tradition and wor-
thy bearers of the name �Hellenes.� And
as proud citizens of this mighty nation,

Archbishop Celebrates July 4th Weekend with YAL and AHEPA

HIS EMINENCE is warmly greeted upon his arrival by children with flowers,  Metropolitan Anthony
and George Kokalis, Leadership 100 chairman.

U.S. Hierarchs Visit the Phanar

as vocal advocates of her ideals and val-
ues, you have also shown yourselves at
all times to be true Americans.�

In November 1998, AHEPA wrote a let-
ter to President Clinton calling for his help
in preserving and upholding the religious
freedom of the Ecumenical Patriarchate.

D. Panagos

ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH Bartholomew and Metropolitan Meliton of Philadelphia
(standing) with Metropolitans Iakovos of Krinis and Anthony of Dardanellion.

D. Panagos
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NEW YORK � Philadelphia has been
selected to host the next Biennial Cler-
gy-Laity Congress in July 2000. The theme
of next summer�s conference is �Ageless
Traditions in a New Millennium.�

The Congress will convene July 1-
6. Fr. Demetrios Earl Cantos will serve
as the clergy chairman, and Peter Pap-
pas of New York will serve as the lay

Philadelphia to Host
35th Clergy-Laity Congress

chairman.
The Clergy-Laity Congress is the

Archdiocese�s legislative body and is
concerned with issues affecting the life,
growth and unity of the Church, her in-
stitutions, finances, administration,
educational and philanthropic con-
cerns, and her growing role in religious
life in the Western Hemisphere.

Ageless Traditions in a New Millennium

ness, recent allegations of monetary
offerings designed to influence deci-
sions that affect the life and adminis-
tration of the Church. These are but
another of the recent rash of rumor,
innuendo and allegations that have
been plaguing the Church in America.

The Greek press and the Greek
American press have been actively en-
gaged in speculation and debate re-
garding the wide-ranging opinions and
attitudes within the Greek American
community about the Church. Much of
these at times extreme opinions and
rumors have seemed to be designed to
exacerbate the problems which they
purport exist and allege to address.
There are indeed important issues fac-
ing the future of the Church in the next
century and new millennium. The truly
relevant matters will be determined in
an atmosphere of prayerful thought and
extended deliberation by the Church, in
accordance with the canons, and by the
omogenia through the complex process

minister to the faithful
those timeless truths
entrusted to it by Jesus
Christ. Paraphrasing
Mark Twain, one
churchgoer was heard
to say regarding the
Archdiocese: �reports
of her death have been
greatly exaggerated.�

It is hoped that
dispute might lead to
dialogue, and that
whatever issues con-
front the Church will
be addressed with a
mind towards the fu-
ture and the needs of
all her people.

Upon his return
from the Phanar, His
Eminence remarked
that �it is always good

to speak with one another face to face.
I am confident that our community
will find answers to its most perplex-
ing problems in the love of Jesus
Christ.�
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Following is the address of  Ecumen-
ical Patriarch Bartholomew to the Most
Rev. Frank T. Griswold, presiding bish-
op of the Episcopal Church of the Unit-
ed States during his visit to the Ecumen-
ical Patriarchate in early June.

Bishop Griswold, Presiding Hierarch
of the Episcopal Church in the United
States of America, our beloved brother
in the Lord, with deep and heartfelt joy
we welcome you to the Ecumenical Pa-
triarchate, the ancient See of St. Andrew
the First-Called Apostle.

With gratitude to God we receive you
with the Apostolic salutation: �Grace and
peace be unto you from God the Father
and from our Lord Jesus Christ.�

We also extend our greetings to the
esteemed members of your entourage,
whom we welcome as friends, as indeed
they are, for we have known some of
them for many years.

Through you, we also wish to offer
our patriarchal blessings and benedic-
tions to all of the bishops, clergy, and
pious faithful of the Episcopal Church in
the United States of America.

We are pleased that, following your
election as the Presiding Bishop, you have
continued the old and venerable custom,
established by your eminent predeces-
sors, to visit the heart of our Holy Church
here in our beautiful and historic City,
the Queen of Cities. We hope that this
visit will be the first of many, for your
presence here signifies the fervor of our
brotherly affection and the strength of our
mutual commitment to cooperate and
collaborate as we carry out the work of
the Gospel.

Whenever the venerable Ecumenical
Throne receives the heads of Churches
as our honored guests, it is for us an oc-
casion of great rejoicing, and all the more
so when we receive a spiritual shepherd
in whom we recognize so clearly the vir-
tues of Faith, Hope, and Charity, as we
do in your person. We hope that your
pilgrimage to the spiritual center of Or-
thodoxy � to its churches, monasteries,
shrines, museums, and archaeological
monuments � will lead you to regard our

Ecumenical Patriarch Welcomes Episcopal Leader
City to truly be the age-old bridge unit-
ing both East and West, as it indeed has
been for nearly two millennia.

The second millennium after Christ
will soon come to a close. Our millenni-
um began tragically with the division of
the seamless garment of Christ, His holy
Church, namely, with the separation be-
tween the Roman Catholic and the East-
ern Orthodox Church. Subsequent cen-
turies have seen the continued lamenta-
ble process of fragmentation and disrup-
tion of communion between believers in
Christ, both in the East and in the West.

We glorify God, nonetheless, be-
cause, in His guiding wisdom, the
wounds of division that have afflicted the
people of God for so many centuries are
beginning to heal. And we now humbly
bow before Him in thanksgiving for
deeming us worthy to take part in this
blessed process of healing.

We speak, of course, of the recent
considerable efforts that the Churches
around the world have been undertak-
ing to mend these divisions, efforts such
as our ongoing theological dialogues that
have lead to the signing of agreed state-
ments on matters of faith and ecclesiasti-
cal practice. In particular, we recognize
the value of the work of the Anglican-
Roman Catholic International Commis-
sion, as well as the joint statements of
Leunberg, Poorvo, and Waterloo. These
activities indeed show that the centuries-
old barriers of isolation and estrangement
between those who bear the name of
Christ are finally giving way and the foul
odor of deadly separation is being over-
come by the sweet �fragrance of life unto
life� (II Cor. 2:16).

Your visit this day is in part an out-
come of our prayers and efforts for con-
tinued growth and understanding be-
tween our Churches, with the hope of
attaining a common witness � a shared
martyria � through word, deed, and sac-
rament, unto the world around us. The
faithful of our Churches in the United
States have a critical role to play in this
endeavor through the promotion of
Christian fellowship, the cultivation of
theological understanding, and the de-

velopment of joint social actions. Such
fraternal acts will ultimately assist us all
in progressing toward our common hope
and prayer for unity, so that as disciples
of Jesus Christ we may be one, even as
our Triune God is One.

The Holy Church of Constantinople
� the Church of dialogue � remains faith-
ful to the tradition and patristic teaching
of the ancient, undivided Church. For,
following the words of Saint Basil the
Great, we also desire �that the body of
Christ, having returned to unity in all its
parts, may be made perfect, and that we
may not only rejoice at the good fortune
of others, as we do now, but may also
see our own Churches recover their an-
cient glory of Orthodoxy� (Epistle XCII).

Therefore, the Ecumenical Throne is
dedicated to and will continue to pro-
mote the cause of Christian unity. From
long experience, however, we know that
the path to our common and sacred goal
is long and difficult. It demands selfless
and tireless effort, good will, and love.
As we traverse this straight and narrow
way, we must first and foremost open our
hearts to receive strength and direction
from the Spirit of Truth Himself, the
promised Comforter and Paraclete, the
very animator of our life in Christ who
will lead us forward with boldness and
conviction.

With this in mind, we must now rec-
ognize and contend with the current ecu-
menical malaise that has impeded our
mutual undertakings. In recent times,
there has been a cooling of relations, a
loss of our initial drive to accomplish the
task set before us. Never before in the
history of the Ecumenical Patriarchate�s
participation in inter-Christian relations
� which includes full membership in the

Communiqué on the Millennium

honor. The two hierarchs had heartfelt and edifying discussions concerning
many ecclesiastical issues, and His Beatitude openly invited the Ecumenical
Patriarch to visit Antioch, the first ancient seat of his Church, in which many
Orthodox Christians live, and to concelebrate with him during the feast day of
the Holy Apostles Peter and Paul. His All Holiness eagerly accepted this invita-
tion and arrived in Antioch with His Beatitude on the eve of the feast day, June
28, 1999.

That evening, His Beatitude Patriarch Ignatius presided at the festal ves-
pers. Patriarch Bartholomew inaugurated the new Hall of St. Ignatius of the
local Orthodox community and they both attended a reception that followed.

At the completion of the festivities the two primates addressed the Christ-
named pleroma and chosen people with the following message:

�Thanking the Lord and God, in all solemnity, for the incarnation of His
Son and Word two-thousand years ago, which indicated the good will of God
to all people, which was realized, as well as peace on earth, which unfortu-
nately is still expected, because humanity has not accepted His peace-creating
kerygma, together we fervently supplicate the Lord that He might grant hu-
manity peace and cooperation.

�We also appeal to all good-intentioned people of the earth to work to-
ward peaceful cooperation and the peaceful resolution of human differences.
We also entreat faithful Christians to extend their prayers to God on behalf of
the world and for the unity of the Churches.

�Expressing once more the excellent relations of the two Patriarchates,
Constantinople and Antioch, as well as their centuries-old peaceful coopera-
tion, we greet the people of God and call them to repentance and a life of total
conformity to the Gospel so that in such a way we might offer love back to the
Savior Christ, for motivated by it He was incarnate and became man offering
himself as a sacrifice on behalf of the world.�
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World Council of Churches since its foun-
dation in Amsterdam in 1948, and par-
ticipation in the Conference of European
Churches, as well as in other regional and
national Christian councils � has this
situation been so troublesome. This has
caused many, perhaps rightfully so, to
proclaim this period to be the �winter of
ecumenism.�

For this reason we are disheartened.
We are also saddened because the cur-
rent strain and disappointment of some
of our sister Orthodox Churches in the
direction that our ecumenical partner-
ship has taken has caused them to with-
draw for a time from certain ecumenical
activities as a way of expressing their un-
easiness over particular issues. Their con-
cerns are indeed legitimate, especially in
the matter of missionary activities and
open proselytism within their local eccle-
siastical jurisdictions by outside agencies,
or in the matter of changing criteria for
ordination to holy orders. We, nonethe-
less, wish to affirm that by the grace of
God and our honest, forthright reflection
and commitment to the truth, even these
obstacles can be overcome.

Once again, beloved brother, we
welcome you into our midst. We hope
you will enjoy our hospitality to the full-
est and take advantage of the cultural and
historic offerings of this City. With our
whole heart we pray for the love, mercy,
and peace of Almighty God upon you and
the honorable members of your entou-
rage, so that in length of days and strength
of soul you may continue your service
and ministry with dedication unto the
glory of the Lord�s most holy Name.

The grace of God � Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit � be with you always.

Amen.

H O L Y   S C R I P T U R E   R E A D I N G S

AUGUST ...................................................

1 SUN .... 1 Cor. 4:9-16; Mt. 17:14-23
2 M ........2 Cor. 2:4-15;  Mt. 23:13-22
3 T ...... 2 Cor. 2:14-3:3; Mt. 23:23-28
4 W ........ 2 Cor. 3:4-11; Mt. 23:29-39
5 Th ......... 2 Cor. 4:1-6; Mt. 24:13-28
6 F ............ 2 Pet. 1:10-19; Mt. 17:1-9
7 S ............. 1 Cor. 1:3-9; Mt. 19:3-12
8 SUN .... 1 Cor. 9:2-12; Mt. 18:23-35
9 M .......... 2 Cor. 5:10-15; Mk. 1:9-15
10 T ...... 2 Cor. 5:15-21; Mk. 1:16-22
11 W ..... 2 Cor. 6:11-16; Mk. 1:23-28
12 Th ...... 2 Cor. 7:1-10; Mk. 1:29-35
13 F ...... 2 Cor. 7:10-16; Mk. 2:18-22
14 S ..... 1 Cor. 1:26-29; Mt. 20:29-34
15 SUN1 Cor. 16:13-24; Mt. 21:33-42
16 M .... 2 Cor. 12:10-19; Mk. 4:10-23

17 T .2 Cor. 12:20-13:2; Mk. 4:24-34
18 W ..... 2 Cor. 13:3-13; Mk. 4:35-41
19 Th ..... Gal. 1:1-10; 20:24-2:5; Mk.

5:1-20
20 F Gal. 2:6-10; Mk. 5:22-24, 35:6:1
21 S ........... 1 Cor. 4:1-5; Mt. 23:1-12
22 SUN .2 Cor. 1:21-2:4; Mt. 22:1-14
23  M........ Gal. 2:11-16; Mk. 5:24-34
24 T .............Gal. 2:21-3:7; Mk. 6:1-7
25 W ........... Gal. 3:15-22; Mk. 6:7-13
26 Th ...... Gal. 3:23-4:5; Mk. 6:30-45
27 F ............ Gal. 4:8-21; Mk. 6:45-53
28 S ......1 Cor. 4:17-5:5; Mt. 24:1-13
29 SUN .. 2 Cor. 4:6-15; Mt. 22:35-46
30 M ..... Gal. 4:28-5:10; Mk. 6:54-7:8
31 T ............ Gal. 5:11-21; Mk. 7:5-16

SEPTEMBER ...........................................

1  W ........ Gal. 6:6:2-10; Mk. 7:14-24
2  Th ............ Eph. 1:1-9; Mk. 7:24-30
3  F .............. Eph. 1:7-17; Mk. 8:1-10
4  S ... 1 Cor. 10:23-28; Mt. 24:34-44
5  SUN ..2 Cor. 1:21-2:4; Mt. 22:2-14
6  M .......... Heb. 2:2-10; Lk. 10:16-21
7  T ..............Gal. 2:21-3:7; Mk. 6:1-7
8  W ......... Phil. 2:5-11; Lk. 10:38-42,

11:27-28
9  Th ......... Gal. 4:22-27; Lk. 8:16-21
10 F ........ Gal. 4:8-21;  John 3:16-21
11 S .... 1 Cor. 2:6-9;  Mt. 10:37-11:1
12 SUN . Gal. 6:11-18;  John 3:13-17
13 M ........... Heb. 3:1-4; Mt. 16:13-19
14 T1 Cor. 1:18-24;  Jn. 19:6-11, 13-

20, 25-28, 30
15 W ...... Col. 1:24-2:1; Mt. 10:16-22

16 Th .... 2 Cor. 6:1-10; Luke 7:36-50
17 F ...........Eph. 1:7-17; Mark 8:1-10
18 S ...... 1 Cor. 1:26-2:5; Jn. 8:21-30
19 SUN ... Gal. 2:16-20; Mk. 8:34-9:1
20 M ........Eph. 6:10-17; Lk. 21:12-19
21 T . Eph. 2:19-3:7; Lk. 3:21-28, 4:1
22 W ............. Eph. 3:8-21; Lk. 4:1-15
23 Th ......... Gal. 4:22-27;  Lk. 1:5-25
24 F ... 2 Tim. 3:10-15; Lk. 10: 38-42
25 S .. 1 Cor. 14:20-25; Luke 4:31-36
26 SUN 1 Jn. 4:12-19;  Jn. 19:25-27,

21:24-25
27 M .......... Eph. 4:25-32; Lk. 4:38-44
28 T ........ 2 Cor. 4:6-15;  Lk. 6:17-23
29 W ......... Eph. 5:25-33; Lk. 4:33-39
30 Th ....... 1 Cor. 16:13-24;  Matthew

24:42-47
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REL AT ING TO FA I TH

Venerating Our Most Holy Theotokos
by Rev. Dr. Dumitru Macaila

u page19

Most Holy Theotokos, save us!
Speaking about Church from an Or-

thodox point of view, we assert that the
Church on earth is both visible and invis-
ible.

The invisible side of the Church is:
Christ, her invisible Head; Holy Spirit, the
animator of the Church. Also in the
Church is performed the inward mysti-
cal life in holiness of the more perfect of
her members.

But, by the nature of its members,
the Church is visible, since she is made
up of living human beings. She has a vis-
ible hierarchy, she performs sacred rites
in a visible manner, and, by way of words,
she confesses the faith in
Jesus Christ,
the Savior of
the world.
The visible
Church is called
also the Church mil-
itant on earth, while
the invisible Church
is the Church trium-
phant in heaven, �the
heavenly Jerusalem� (Hebrew 12:22). The
most important member of the Church
triumphant in heaven is the Theotokos,
the Mother of God.

To employ a secular phrase, she is
the greatest human being who ever lived,
second only to her Son, Who was both
God and Man. Those who do not vener-
ate the Mother of God do turn their back
on the greatest friend they could have
ever had.

The very fact that the whole of Prot-
estantism denies the bond with the heav-
enly Church indicates beyond the shad-
ow of a doubt that they themselves have
destroyed the pristine bond with the one
Body of Christ, the Church, which unites
in herself the earthly and the heavenly.
Moreover, it is an undeniable fact that
these heterodox confessions have �bro-
ken� either directly or indirectly with the
Orthodox Church, the historical Church,
the Church established on the day of Pen-
tecost. They themselves have cut the
bond, they have �departed� from her. To
condone this fact is tantamount to deny-
ing the undeniably historical truth pro-
fessed by our Orthodox Church.

Stubborn rejection
The irony is that the whole of Prot-

estant confessions claim to be Bible be-
lieving churches. This very claim is clear-
ly disproved by their stubborn rejection
of the Theotokos. The truth is that they
believe in a bowdlerized Bible. Other-
wise, how could one claim to be a Bible
believer and foolishly disregard these
scriptural words: �My soul magnifies the
Lord, and my spirit has rejoiced in God
my Savior... For behold, henceforth all
generations will call me blessed?� (Luke
1:47-48). Or these biblical words: �And
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spir-
it... and said, �Blessed are you among
women, and blessed is the fruit of your
womb! But why is this granted to me, that
the mother of my Lord should come to
me?� (Luke 1:41-42).�

Why do those who reject the Mother
of God find it so difficult to grasp a crys-
tal clear biblical truth, i.e., that Christ �for
us men and for our salvation came down
from heaven and was incarnated of the
Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and was
made man?� Why is it so difficult for them
to understand what the Virgin Mary ex-
pressed under the inspiration of the Holy
Spirit, that is, the indescribable nature of

the majesty and the unique height of her
chosenness?

Why don�t they want to �hear� the
words of Elizabeth, who being filled with
the Holy Spirit, calls Mary the Mother of
the Lord, yes, the God of Heaven? Does
she have in mind a strange God, and not
the only true Lord of the universe, when
she says: �Blessed is she who believed,
for there will be a fulfillment of those
things which were told her from the Lord?
(Luke 1:45).�

In denial
If they are Bible believers, why do

they deny the ever-virginity of the Moth-
er of God? Her aeiparthenia, ever-virgin-
ity, is clearly asserted by the Word of God:

�And the Lord said to me,
�This gate
shall be shut;
it shall not be
opened, and
no man shall

enter by it, because
the Lord God of Isra-

el has entered by it;
therefore it shall be

shut� (Ezekiel 44:2). The
evangelist of the Old Testament Isaiah the
Prophet wrote: �Therefore the Lord Him-
self will give you a sign: Behold, the vir-
gin shall conceive and bear a Son, and
shall call His name Immanuel� (Isaiah
7:14). �For unto us a Child is born, unto
us a Son is given; and the government
will be upon His shoulder. And His name
will be called Wonderful, Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of
Peace� (Isaiah 9:6).

The message which the angel Gabri-
el brought to Mary is identical with the
prophecy of Isaiah. This message was
made more accurate by the Septuagint
translation, which rendered the Hebrew
term alma, �young woman,� by the Greek
term parthenos, �virgin.� I cannot help
but pose this question: How could a Bi-
ble believer refuse to venerate the one
who was greeted by the angel with these
beautiful words: �Rejoice, highly favored
one, the Lord is with you; blessed are you
among women!� (Luke 1:28)? Yes, she
was highly favored by the Lord Himself!
How could a Bible believer reject the one
who was �highly favored� by God?

We read in The Living God, a Cate-
chism for the Christian Faith: �One of the
Fathers of the Church says that to under-
stand the Gospel of John we must also
lean on Jesus� breast and from Him re-
ceive Mary as our mother. The redemp-
tion of mankind is made possible through
the sacrifice of the Lord Whom Mary bore:
the Mother of God is the culmination of
man�s long march toward redemption.
She is also the mother of all believers,
united in the body of Christ. Each one of
us, as a part of this body, must try to be-
come another John, we must accept Mary
as mother and hear ourselves called by
Jesus �sons� of Mary� (p. 194).

This is what the Virgin Mary did since
the first days of the Church: she has as-
sumed the role of mother to all believers
(Acts 1:14). Her ties with the Apostles
were very strong and, from the early
Church, Christians have venerated Mary,
the Mother of God, and found motherly
protection before her Son, our Lord and
God and Savior Jesus Christ. The truth
that the Logos of God, the second Per-
son of the Holy Trinity, was incarnate of
the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and
became Man was the catholic faith of the

Kronos New

220 V. Export Appliances & Shipping

MåôáöïñÝò

áðü ÁìåñéêÞ
óôçí  ÅëëÜäá.
ÏéêïóêåõÝò,
áõôïêßíçôá,
ïéêïäïìéêÜ õëéêÜ,
çëåêôñéêÝò
óõóêåõÝò,
áåñïðïñéêÝò
ìåôáöïñÝò.

Kronos
 International Shippers, Inc.

22 N. Sangamon, Chicago, IL. 60607
Tel. 312-432-0011 / 800-535-9635

Fax. 312-432-0507
E-Mail: kronos@kronosint.com

We carry the complete line of GENERAL
ELECTRIC  export appliances in 220V.
50 Hz.Refrigerators-washers-dryers-
split airconditioners-Ranges-dishwash-
ers etc.Electronics  from : Panasonic,
Sony, Toshiba, Hitachi, Jvc, Sharp.

ÄÙÑÅÁÍ ÁÐÏÓÔÏËÇ ÊÁÔÁËÏÃÏÕ

MåôáöÝñïõìå
ôï ëÜäé óáò

áðü ôï ÷ùñéü
ç ðüëç  óáò

óôçí ÅëëÜäá
óôï óðßôé óáò
óôçí ÁìåñéêÞ

MåôáöïñÝò áðü ÅëëÜäá óôçí
ÁìåñéêÞ. ÐñïóùðéêÜ áíôéêåßìåíá,
áõôïêßíçôá, Ýðéðëá, åìðïñéêÜ öïñôßá.Måãáëýôåñç

Ýêèåóç
çëåêôñéêþí
óõóêåõþí
ìå ñåýìá ÅëëÜ-
äïò. Øõãåßá,
ÐëõíôÞñéá,
óôåãíùôÞñéá,
êïõæßíåò,
ôçëåïñÜóåéò,
âßíôåï,
êëéìáôéóôéêÜ,
ìéêñïóõóêåõÝò
êïõæßíáò.

ÍÅÁ ÕÏÑÊÇ - ÁÈÇÍÁ
ÊÁÔ� ÅÕÈÅÉÁÍ ÐÔÇÓÅÉÓ ×ÙÑÉÓ ÓÔÁÈÌÏ ÌÅ ÊÁÍÏÍÉÊÁ ÄÑÏÌÏËÏÃÉÁ

699$
AÍÏÉÎÇ-ÖÈÉÍÏÐÙÑÏ

1 Áðñéëßïõ-10 Éïõíßïõ
1 Óåðôåìâñßïõ-31 Ïêôùâñßïõ

+Tax 799$
ÊÁËÏÊÁÉÑÉ

+Tax

ÅÉÄÉÊÅÓ ÔÉÌÅÓ ÊÁÉ ÁÐÏ ÁËËÅÓ ÐÏËÅÉÓ � ÐÁÉÄÉÁ 2-11 ÅÔÙÍ ÐËÇÑÙÍÏÕÍ 25% ËÉÃÏÔÅÑÏ

11 Éïõíßïõ-31 Áõãïýóôïõ
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$795
$738
$750
$756
$769
$785
$802
$802
$837
$851
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$867
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Philadelphia
Baltimore
Washington
Cleveland/Pittsburgh
Atlanta/Detroit
Chicago
Ft. Lauderdale/Miami
Dallas/Houston
Raleigh/Durham/Orlando/Tampa
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W. Palm Beach/New Orleans
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Salt Lake City
L.Á./San Francisco/San Diego/Seattle
Phoenix/Portland

ÁÍÏÉÎÇ-ÖÈÉÍÏÐÙÑÏ
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Philadelphia
Pittsburgh
Baltimore/Washington/Detroit
Cleveland
Chicago/Raleigh/Durham
Richmond/Norfolk/ Charlotte
Ft. Lauderdale/Miami/Orlando
Tampa
Houston/Minneapolis/St. Louis
Denver/Oklahoma City
Salt Lake City
W. Palm Beach
L.A./San Francisco/Seattle/San Diego
Phoenix

ÊÁËÏÊÁÉÑÉ
$860
$885
$940
$953
$963
$956
$990
$1,000
$1,010
$1,020
$1,032
$1,042
$1,050
$1,080
$1,120
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EDITORIAL Pastoral Reflections

Editor,
I have recently received a copy of the

Archdiocese Committee report on the
Greek language and also share the con-
cerns of the clergy as to the impact upon
Orthodoxy should the present conditions
prevail.

All Parish Council members in all
parishes should be made aware of the im-
portance of this issue and be strongly en-
couraged to give more support to exist-
ing Greek schools, and to instigate their
creation if they do not exist in a Parish.

Perhaps the Archdiocese could make
a Greek study course available on the In-
ternet. With the proliferation of comput-
ers today, it could possibly be an excit-

u On the Commission report t

Editor,
The Archbishop is quoted as saying

�It is not merely a matter or  culture but
also a mater of faith that the vitality of
the Greek language be preserved and
cultivated� in the cover story of the June
1999 issue.  The article then excerpts the
Commission on Greek Language and
Culture�s report:

�Some people argue that if language
is forced on children, or taught badly (or
both), then the net result is hatred of both
the language and the heritage.  It might
be better to teach the heritage (e.g., an-
cient Greek mythology, Byzantine civili-
zation, modern Greek culture) via En-
glish at first, so that students become in-
terested enough to want to learn the lan-
guage. Other people maintain that the
language must be taught early and in
sustained manner. The Commission
agrees. However, the Commission also
believes that greater use should be made
of English at early stages to teach the
Greek heritage.� The article goes on to
list 13 reasons why children should learn
Greek. Only one touches on the church
and then only indirectly.

Is it not ironic that a commission
finds �greater use should be made of

AUGUST is a month of fruition in every sense of
the word.  In our fields, orchards, vineyards, and gar-
dens, we begin to enjoy the first-fruits of the new har-
vest in August.  Many of us also use this month to take
our vacations and holidays, enjoying at our leisure
the fruits of our hard work and savings throughout
the previous year.

August is also a month of spiritual fruition as well.
As the last month of the ecclesiastical year (which be-
gins on September 1), August both sums up the old
year and anticipates the new one.  The Church in Her
divine wisdom celebrates this as a month of first fruits,
granting us a foretaste of greater blessings to come.

� On August 1 we observe the Feast of the Pro-
cession of the Cross, following the venerable custom

of the Mother Church of Constantinople.  In ancient times a large cross containing
the wood of the true Cross was borne in procession around the City for the first
fourteen days of August, accompanied by hymns and prayers asking for divine
protection from adversaries and illness.

� On August 6 we observe the Feast of the Transfiguration of the Lord, Who
through His Metamorphosis revealed the glorious destiny of all who become the
children of God by grace.  This is also the day when we conduct the blessing of the
grapes as the first fruits of our earthly harvest.

� On August 15 we celebrate the great and solemn Feast of the Dormition of
the Most Holy Theotokos, foreshadowing the day when all Christians will receive
their promised inheritance in the coming Kingdom and Eternal Reign of God.

� On August 16 we commemorate a feast of the first holy icon, the miraculous
image that appeared on a linen cloth which our Lord pressed to His face and sent
to King Abgar of Edessa. This icon �made-without-hands� marks the beginning of
the iconographic tradition of the Orthodox Church.

� On August 29 we observe the Feast of the Beheading of John the Baptist,
who was the last and greatest prophet of the Old Testament and the first prophet
of the New Testament. His holy life and witness were foundational to the ascetic
tradition of the Church.

� On August 31 we celebrate the Feast of the Placement of the Holy Cincture,
or girdle (Zone), of the Theotokos. After the Dormition the Panagia entrusted her
cincture to the grieving Apostle Thomas as the first sign of her bodily translation
into heaven and as a token of her new ministry in heaven of continual motherly
care and intercession for those in sorrow.

What else but the providence of the Holy Spirit could have brought together
this continual festival of spiritual refreshment?  At the very time of the year when
we slow down a little in our work and pause to look ahead, the Church provides
us with many opportunities for spiritual refreshment as well.  Those who avail
themselves of the blessings of this month will receive divine grace with a fervor
that matches the joyous rays of the August sun.

My beloved brothers and sisters,
Make the most of this season of grace. Set aside some time for the sake of your

soul this August, and participate in these glorious feasts and fasts.  Use this month
as a period of spiritual preparation for the year of grace that lies ahead.  May the
Lord be with you and bless you in all of your travels, your work, your leisure, and
your worship throughout the month of August and your entire life.  Kalo mina!

English at early stages to teach the Greek
Heritage,� but our churches do not see
the critical importance of using English
in the services to teach and preserve the
faith?

Are we so blind to a culture that we
lose a faith? The Archbishop�s own com-
mission betrays the very lack of a con-
nection to the faith by listing 13 desper-
ate reasons for learning Greek.

I must ask this simple question, how
is it important to the faith for our chil-
dren to:
- score higher on the SAT?
- better understand Western civilization?
- learn another language to become a
more complete person?
- learn another language to gain self-es-
teem?
-secure a job in today�s global culture?
-enable a person to relate to the world in
more than one way?
-write letters to friends and relatives?
-be proud to be Greek?
-like the history, people, and culture of
Greece?

These all are nice thoughts but are
no more connected to spiritual growth

uuu

W e find ourselves in the long, hot days of an exceptionally long sum-
mer. The perception that this summer is especially hot is borne out
by the record-setting temperatures along the Eastern seaboard and

the Midwest. The media is constantly reminding people to check on neighbors,
especially the elderly. Many deaths have occurred, especially the elderly, who
have a tendency not to recognize the onset of heatstroke and dehydration. Oc-
casionally, there is the horrific story of a parent who has left a child in the car
with the windows closed for a few minutes. In that time, the heat builds so
quickly that the child dies in a suffocating inferno. In the heat and humidity,
and suffering from the tensions of the sun�s sometime oppressive light, our
community seems to be caught up in similar pattern of neglect and irresponsi-
bility.

We have a tendency to see ourselves as being small. That is to say that as we
measure the numbers of our community amid the vast population of the US,
we find ourselves as Greek Orthodox Christians a diminutive fellowship com-
pared with other faith groups. We are quick to add a million or two to our
numbers as Orthodox Christians so that we might gain a bit in the �size wars� of
influence and importance. We are, sadly, too interested in quantity and over-
look quality. What we overlook is the quality of our community and the ways
that we can be, and sometime are, �larger� in influence than our numbers would
suggest.

Caught up by issues of size and influence, and roasting ourselves in the
suffocating inferno of hyperbolic journalism, rumors, accusations, and counter-
allegations, we are neglecting our brothers and sisters. We are neglecting our-
selves. The Church is not the sick and dying creature that many would portray
her as being. She is still the vital Bride of Christ. Yet we groom ourselves not for
holy union with our Savior, but rather gird ourselves for battle and prepare for
wars as though politics were more important than prayers. Unfortunately, we
have heard and read invectives against Hierarchs and priests, pious lay people,
and religious men and women that are couched in sanctimonious prose that
pretends to aspire to prayerful wishes that God would �save the Church.�

The Lord has already saved His Bride, the Church. And all that choose the
path of war against his or her neighbors are working against the Bride and
Groom. It is they who pander to the base instincts of conflict and low-blow
cowardice who have left the silent majority of faithful to suffer unto death. The
behavior of some within our community has become like the suffocating in-
ferno of a closed car in August. It destroys a child, a faithful Orthodox Christian,
through neglect and the passion for worldly politics that draws the one who
leaves the car away toward the transitory things of this world.

It is time to stop and remember that the Church � each and every indi-
vidual � has a duty to care for his or her neighbor, no matter how impassioned
their disagreements. The Church is not a political party, a congress, a govern-
ment � it is the summation of the Lord�s great and holy embrace of His creation.
It is Christ�s living Body, composed of individuals who are each an icon of God.
Growing in likeness to God in the love of Jesus Christ and in the fellowship of
the Holy Spirit is giving water to those who thirst. It is giving water to those who
thirst even when we are not inclined to like them. It is checking on our
neighbor and gently providing them with what they need to survive.

It is time that we refreshed ourselves at the well of love and understanding.
It is time that we seek �the more excellent way�(1Cor 12:31). The more excel-
lent way for all of us who call ourselves Orthodox Christians and find ourselves
resonant to Hellenic culture is to give refreshment, to cool the fevered brow of
our own anger.

Turning Down the Heat

ing tool to reach many people who may
be embarrassed by their lack of knowl-
edge of modern Greek. Surely, we have
the resources within the Archdiocese to
create a course study of the language.

If we Greeks are truly concerned
about this issue, we should try any and
all avenues toward rectifying this prob-
lem, and what better way to reach peo-
ple than through the Internet?

Perhaps we could also offer the En-
glish language to those Greeks who are
interested in learning but do not have
the time to attend classes.

It seems to me that more adults
would be willing to learn via the comput-
er and in their homes at their own pace
than trying to attend formal classes.

Tom Loumos
Simpsonville, SC
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Editor,
It has been said that we ought to be

more often reminded than taught.
In his June column, �Star Wars �The

Phantom Menace.� Rev. Dr. Marangos
does an outstanding job to shatter the
fragile facade of blurred messages and
arbitrary ideals.

In its ongoing quest for higher prof-
its, Hollywood succeeds in creating a
potpourri of pluralistic high-tech imag-
es to maximize viewer appeal.

Fr. Marangos eloquently contrasts
the story theme with the basic truths of
our Orthodox faith in order to remind
us of our true glory.

E. Karalis
Bethesda, Md.

Editor,
It was wonderful to finally see your

article on Fr. Nicholas Kasemeotes at the
Holy Anargyroi Church in Rochester,
Minn.

Thanks for letting others know
about the good work that Fr. Nick and
his members do for the patients and
their families who go to the Mayo Clinic
as well as the great contribution they
make to the community.

Until three years ago when I lost my
beloved husband, Jim, we were at the
Clinic at least 15 to 18 times over a 15-
year period.

He was there when we needed him
and that�s what I remember. He visited
Jim in the hospital and we attended ser-
vices many times in his church and had
coffee in their hall with the members.

Everyone is always made to feel
welcome, no matter your ethnic back-
ground. He and his church members
seem to be there to welcome as well as
to console [all of God�s children]. And
who could ask for more?

I hope those who have been blessed
as well as those wishing to help others
in time of sickness and death, will re-
member Fr. Nick and his wonderful
church and send whatever you can to
help them continue their great service
to the community as well as those from
the clinic who need extra help during
those very difficult days when family
members are so ill. Just knowing he�s
there when he�s needed is a blessing.
Thanks, Fr. Nick, for all the prayers and
help you have given over the years.

Rochester is blessed to have you
there. May God continue to bless you.

Fran Glaros
Clearwater, Fla.

u Outstanding analysis t

Editor,
On behalf of the Hellenic Cultural

Association, we wish to thank you for
the excellent feature article about Geor-
gia & Bud Photoupoulos, headlined
�One Woman�s Life Story: Touched by
an Angel, Saved by a Cow��July 1999.
The article by Eleni Daniels was excep-
tionally well written and for us who have
had personal experiences of losing
loved ones to cancer, this was an inspi-
rational message.

Steadily, the OBSERVER has be-
come increasingly better and better in
bringing the message of  our religion,
our Hellenic culture and traditions.
Congratulations to you and your staff!
As a Hellenic cultural organization, we
will try to submit news articles to you

u Inspirational message t

u Thanks for Mayo ministry t

uuu

u Recent Attacks on Archbishop t

Editor,
The Orthodox church in Nashville,

Tenn., firmly and with complete unity
supports Archbishop Spyridon and our
newly appointed Bishop Nicholas.

From visits I have had with other
communities, and communications with
other Orthodox friends, I also believe
that that is the majority opinion through-
out the United States; but that the silent
majority needs to speak up.

The Archbishop needs to be given
an opportunity to become our spiritual
leader and to put Orthodoxy in the Unit-
ed States back on track.

While some people may view this
as a backward step or a more conserva-
tive trend, that has been the history of
Orthodoxy that we must constantly be
re-evaluating our position to be certain
that we do not allow practices or cus-
toms that are not founded in the roots
of the Church to creep into the practice
of our religion.

It is time to step back and follow
the advice I can still remember my fa-
ther practicing, �Me to melie,� or with
honey.

Greek Orthodox Christians in the
United States would, in all likelihood,
find themselves in better stead to greet
Archbishop Spyridon with the love, un-
derstanding, and patience that our spir-
itual father deserves, and show him
through support and love what the fol-
lowers of Christ should consider, rath-
er than greeting his enthronement with
accusations, threats and controversy.

Helen Sfikas Rogers
Nashville, Tenn.

than the idea that playing sports helps
girls build self-esteem.

The Commission�s report and the
article simply expose the bankruptcy of
our churches obsessive and non-faith
based dedication to the Greek language.
It is sad that the emperor can not see that
he has no clothes.

In this case the result is not the em-
peror being laughed at, but the Saints
crying at the loss of so many children for
whom the Orthodox faith is something
they find hostile and whose many gifts
they leave behind to those too busy  pre-
serving a culture, to remember to pre-
serve a faith.

Christopher Thomas
Annandale, Va.

that merit your attention and publica-
tion.

Chris S. Metos, President,
Hellenic Cultural Association

Salt Lake City, Utah

SUPER SPECIALS

ONE WAY: $299

499$

Airport and Port taxes are additional. The hotels used in the above package are A´ class and Deluxe.
HOMERIC TOURS offers over 40 tour packages to choose from.

Tel: (212)753-1100
E-mail: HOMERIC@aol.com

SUPER SPECIAL VACATION PACKAGES

Package Includes:
� Air fare from New York
� 1 Night in Athens
   & 6 Nights in Mykonos
� Round trip transportation
   to Mykonos
� Breakfast daily
� All transfers.

11 Days-9 Nights
Selected Dates

9 Days-7 Nights
Selected Dates

999$ Package Includes:
� Air fare from New York
� 2 Nights in Athens
  & 3 Nights in Mykonos
� 4 Day Greek Islands cruise visiting Mykonos,
  Santorini, Rhodes, Patmos
� Breakfast daily, 3 meals daily during the cruise
� All transfers.

1399$

ATHENS

NATIONWIDE TOLL FREE: 1-800-223-5570

55 East 59th Street (17th floor) � New York, New York 10022

21st Century Diversity that Works!

ALL FOR $145.00 Per Person (Double occupancy-If paid by September 1st)
Proceeds to benefit ST. DEMETRIOS CHURCH and AHEPA SCHOLARSHIPS
Send your reservations to: Gust C. Kraras, PDG, Chairman � PO Box 553, Wild-
wood, NJ 08260 � Tel. (609) 522-7157 � Fax (609) 522-0692

The ORDER OF AHEPA presents
The Twenty-Fourth Annual

WILDWOOD AHEPA GREEK WEEKEND
Friday, Saturday, Sunday October 1, 2 & 3, 1999

� LODGING � Two Nights
� FRIDAY EVENING �
  Full Hot and Cold Buffet
  Dancing All Evening at Wildwood�s
  Spacious Convention Hall
  Continuous Music by BASHA
   and the COSMOPOLITANS
� BREAKFAST � Full Buffet
  Saturday & Sunday Morning
� FABULOUS DINNER � Saturday Eve.
� DANCING at Convention Hall

� ENTERTAINMENT by the
  famous comic BASILE Presenting
  �Growing up Greek in America�
� DIVINE LITURGY � Sunday Morning
   with Bishop George of New Jersey
   officiating
� Unveiling of new Street signs
   �ST. DEMETRIOS Street and
    AHEPA Avenue�
� FAREWELL LUNCHEON �
   After the Liturgy

!         Fax:(212) 774-0239

e-mail : observer@goarch.org

Include your address and daytime  number

ORTHODOX OBSERVER

8 East 79th Street

New York, NY 10021

Write to Us...
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GLOBAL CRUISES
NEGATIVE

M A R K O S  travel
serviceDAILY DEPARTURES

with

V NON-STOP FLIGHTS ON JUMBO747
V EASY CONNECTIONS from anywhere in the U.S.A.
at UNBELIEVABLE LOW RATES!

289$

Call Markos Travel Now!
NATIONWIDE TOLL FREE

800-243-7728
CONNECTICUT RESIDENTS

800-842-8260

644 SILAS DEAN HWY.
WETHERSFIELD, CT 06109

449$

*

*
One Way áðü

Round trip

OTHER FLIGHTS

*A Limited
Number of Seats

Owner:
Markos

Hatzikonstantis

...BOOK NOW
AND SAVE!

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

�Jesus answered and said unto them,
Well has Isaiah prophesied of you, as it is
written, The people honor me with their
lips, but their hearts are far from me.�

Mark 7:6

T he summer months are often
utilized by Orthodox parish
leaders to assess, develop and

plan the catechetical initiatives for the
coming school year. Apart from adminis-
trative concerns such as the maintenance
of the instructional environment, commu-
nity facilities, student rosters and the
choice of curriculum to be used, the pri-
mary focus of most religious education
committees is with the recruitment of cat-
echists. Time and time again, I am asked
�How can I find individuals who are will-
ing to teach others what they themselves
have been taught?� As a result of our in-
ability to effectively nurture the faithful to
accept the catechetical challenge that our
Lord might be calling them to receive, we
have unfortunately, been all too eager to
accept the hand of anyone who might
show even the smallest of interest! As we
use the opportunity of summer vacation
to plan next year�s educational programs,
let us also focus on the manner in which
we select our catechists. Our church news-
letter should carry the following headline:
�Wanted . . .Catechists not Counterfeits!�

One night in 1883, a sign painter
named Emmanuel Ninger laid out his
brushes and paper to create a work of art.
From a sheet of fine bond paper he cut a
piece the size of a $50 bill. After soaking
the paper for hours in a can of weak cof-
fee to give it the right color he laid it on a
sheet of glass over a genuine $50 bill and
with a hard lead pencil began to trace ev-
ery figure, letter and number. Using
camel�s hair brushes, pen and ink he then
added color. When he was finished, only
an expert could tell the difference between
the real bill and the sign painter�s forgery!
For the next 13 years, between 1883 to
1896, Emmanuel Ninger successfully
passed counterfeit bills in New York City.
One day, however, the Secret Service
caught up with him declaring that his work
was almost perfect. The only thing wrong
with Ninger�s counterfeit bills was that
they smeared when they got wet!

A counterfeit bill is a pretend piece
of paper. It beguiles but ultimately has no
intrinsic value! This is the situation with
any pretense. The value placed in preten-
sion is illusionary. One may try to pass an
illusion off for a certain period of time but
sooner or later, like Emmanuel Ninger�s
pretend money, the pretense is exposed
and one must suffer the consequences of
the sham. The praxis of religious educa-
tion is effected by the degree of sincerity
as well. As such, catechesis is effected by
the nature of four important sources: (a)
the faith subject, (b) the student, (c) the
teacher, and (d) the Grace of God.  Teach-
ing is a complex nexus of these four com-
ponents. We cannot teach well when any
one of these four sources are compro-
mised by the effects of pretense!

Oftentimes, however, when the work
of the Holy Spirit and the mentor-quality
of the catechist are ignored the praxis of
religious education becomes overly fixated
with the relationship of subject and stu-
dent. When this happens, catechesis is
reduced to the newest instructional meth-
ods and techniques � pedagogy is attenu-
ated to educational tricks and scholastic
illusions.

Wanted: Catechists, Not Counterfeits!

u page 19

The bankruptcy of such an overly in-
structional posture can not be over exag-
gerated! Students may, at best, learn con-
tent as a result of such an overly technical
environment. The danger, of course, is
that they may not develop an Orthodox
phronema or come to accept the Lordship
of Christ!

If we truly desire to enhance the
catechetical initiatives of our church com-
munities to produce �holy� as well as �in-
formed� people then we should, likewise,
focus our attention on the spiritual matu-
rity of the teacher. Method and technique
should never be allowed to replace the
Grace of the Holy Spirit and the spiritual
authenticity of the catechist.

In our rush to improve the catechetical
praxis, we have often jumped to the unfor-
tunate conclusion that such reform is the
result of inflating budgetary appropriations,
restructuring administrative by-laws, rewrit-
ing curricula and attending workshops
where we can learn the �how to� of the
newest instructional method and tech-
nique. While a healthy approach to these
components will indeed affect the outcome
of the educational enterprise, sustainable
excellence in our catechetical work can
only be achieved when we also focus on
the authenticity and steady maturity of the
teacher�s personal faith. Research after re-
search has borne witness to the hierarchy
of mentorship over material.

Catechesis is not for counterfeits.
Jesus Himself exhorts that �a pupil is not
above his teacher; but everyone, after he
has been fully trained, will be like his
teacher (Luke 6:40).� Paul, likewise, char-
acterizes teachers as one of the pastoral
ministries of the early church. �God,� he
insists, �has appointed in the church, first
apostles, second prophets, third teachers,
then miracles, then gifts of healings, helps,
administrations, various kinds of tongues
(1 Corinthians 12:28). �It is against such a
theological backdrop that, finally, St. James
warns individuals not to casually aspire to
responsibility of the catechetical enterprise
for in doing so our vocation will be judged
with great scrutiny. �Let not many of you
become teachers,� he cautions, �know-
ing that as such we will incur a stricter
judgment� (James 3:1).

From what can be delineated from the
writings of Holy Scripture, therefore, the
individuals we commission to lead our
youth and adults into a deeper commit-
ment to the Lordship of Jesus Christ is of
critical importance. Tragically, however,
due to the lack of qualified volunteers we
often coerce and beg and finally accept
anyone who vaguely shows an interest in
the job. If we sincerely desire to advance
an authentic program, our examination of
the catechetical diakonia of the church
should not be reduced to answering the
narrowly focused questions of what, how
and why. We must likewise ask the ques-
tion who. Who is the person that will
teach? What is the quality of the teacher�s
heart? Is the teacher sincere . . . authentic?
Does the ink of their faith bleed when the
canvas of clear skies gives way to life�s rain?
Is the teacher a catechist or a counterfeit?

The quality of the heart, the condi-
tion of our personal faith, will always form
or deform the manner in which the cat-
echist enjoins the Grace of the Holy Spirit
and thereby relates content to the student.
The future of all our Orthodox catechetical
initiatives will, to a large extent, be affected
by the way we understand the liturgical
nexus of subject, student, teacher and

PITTSBURGH�The 12th All-American
Council of the Orthodox Church in Amer-
ica (OCA) convened on July 26-30 at the
David L. Lawrence Convention Center.
Clergy and lay representatives from some
700 parishes gathered from across North
America to discuss the life and work of the
OCA, a self-governing daughter Church of
the Russian Orthodox Church.

The week-long All-American Council
meets every three years and is equivalent
to the Clergy-Laity Congress of the Greek
Orthodox Archdiocese.  The theme of this
year�s Council was �On Behalf of All and
For All.� Among the items for discussion
was the adoption of a uniform �fair-share�
stewardship program.

In his homily on Sunday morning, His
Beatitude Metropolitan Theodosius cred-
ited St. Tikhon with the idea of the All-
American Council, in which laypeople play
a significant role in the administration of
the Church.  St. Tikhon was one of the
early Orthodox hierarchs to do mission
work in North America.

On Tuesday afternoon the Council
heard a moving presentation by Dmitri
Petrov and Dmitry Penkovski, two work-

ers for the IOCC (International Orthodox
Christian Charities) who were kidnapped
in September 1997 while they were deliv-
ering aid to refugees during the civil war
in Chechnya.  Both men spoke of their
prayer life and their faith in captivity until
their release in mid-1998.  Metropolitan
Theodosius awarded both men and their
wives the Order of Saint Innocent Silver
Medal.

The delegates also heard talks by two
well-known converts to Orthodoxy.  Bish-
op Kallistos (Ware) from Great Britain
spoke on Tuesday evening, and Dr. Jaro-
slav Pelikan, a Yale church historian, ad-
dressed the plenary session on Wednes-
day morning.

His Eminence Archbishop Spyridon
commented on the success of the All-
American Council: �It is a joy to see such
vigorous signs of continuing growth in the
member Churches of SCOBA, for through
the organic development of each jurisdic-
tion, the entire body of Orthodoxy in
America grows together toward Christian
maturity.�  SCOBA stands for the �Stand-
ing Canonical Conference of Orthodox
Bishops in the Americas.�

OCA Clergy, Laity Meet in All-American Council
P A N   O R T H O D O X

by Fr. Frank Marangos
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PhiloptochosThe Voice of

Philoptochos National Board members met recently to discuss upcoming medical fund luncheon

Upcoming Medical Fund Recipients Announced
The National Philoptochos Society has

announced that the recipients of the up-
coming Children�s Medical Fund Lun-
cheon will be the Children�s Hospital of
Philadelphia, the University Institute for
Children�s Health in Newark, N.J., and the
National Philoptochos� very own Chil-
dren�s Medical Fund.

Since its inception in 1989, these spe-
cial events have been devoted to raising
funds for children stricken with life-threat-
ening and critical diseases. Over one mil-
lion dollars have been distributed to many
excellent hospitals throughout the nation,
as well as direct assistance to many chil-
dren through the Social Services depart-
ment of the National Philoptochos.

Both the Children�s Hospital of Phila-
delphia and the University Institute for
Children�s Health (part of UMDNJ) have
distinguished themselves as outstanding
pediatric medical/surgical, teaching and
research centers. They both offer inpatient
and outpatient services in many subspecial-
ties, including trauma services, cranial re-
construction and infectious diseases care.

As national referral centers, both hos-

pitals have admitted patients from around
the globe. Of note is the charitable care
given to financially needy children, includ-
ing many children from Greece and of
Hellenic descent.

This philanthropic service and their
reputation as caring community oriented
hospitals, have made these hospitals

uniquely qualified to be the beneficiaries
of a portion of the proceeds of this event.

The Children�s Medical Fund Lun-
cheon will be held on Saturday, Oct. 2,
1999, at the Tara Sheraton Hotel in Par-
sippany, N.J.

For information, call the National
Philoptochos Office at (212)-744-4390.

SALT LAKE CITY�Margo Sotiriou, a
retired teacher from the Salt Lake City
public schools, has been elected president
of the Philoptochos Society in Salt Lake
City.

She succeeds Mary K. Diamant who,
as immediate past president, will contin-
ue to serve as advisor to the Philoptochos
board.

Other officers elected include: Shelly
C. Anderson, 1st vice president; Nola G.
Slager, 2nd vice president; Katherine Bur-
ton, treasurer; Mary G. Barnes, recording
secretary; Kris P. Parenti, corresponding
secretary.

At its May 30 meeting, the Society
honored Zeta Tsagaris for her many years
of service. She was presented with a neck-
lace with a sapphire and diamond cross.
Mrs. Tsagaris and her husband, Dimitri-
os, are the parents of two daughters, Faye
and Magdalene.

Dimitrios is a member of the parish
council and is secretary of the Society of
Athanasios Diakos, one of the oldest Greek
fraternal organizations in the country
(founded at Bingham Canyon, Utah,
March 11, 1926).

Other members of the Philoptochos
Society include: Mary Adondakis, Effie
Carr, Athena Davis, Dianne Johnson, Ang-
ie Kontgis, Anna Makris, Mary Musuris,
Joanna Netelbeck, Dena Savas, Kris Takas,
Mary Vanikiotis, Myra Varanakis and Soph-
ie Wondolowski.

The Philoptochos Society of Salt Lake
City was founded in November 1935.

u Salt Lake City  Philop-
tochos Elects Officers;
Honors Member

Airline Tickets Donated to
Medical Center in Hawaii

For years, the Philoptochos chapter
of Sts. Constantine and Helen in Honolu-
lu has had a special project: the Kapio�lani
Medical Center Pediatric Oncology Trans-
portation Fund.

The medical center, on the island of
Oahu, is the only hospital in the state of
Hawaii which can provide radiation and
chemotherapy treatments to children. This
means that children from the outer islands
must cover the cost of flying to receive
their treatments, since most insurance
companies will not pay for transportation
costs.

In this state made up of islands, the
result is that many families are financially
drained by the need to purchase airline
tickets every few weeks.

The Aloha chapter of the Philoptochos
has stepped in to address this need. For
over 12 years, fund-raisers have enabled
the chapter to purchase and donate over
800 airline tickets to the Transportation
Fund, allowing parents the opportunity to
accompany their children to Kapio�lani
and support them through the difficult
treatment process.

According to Kapio�lani Clinical Nurse
Specialist Carol Kotsubo, the donations
are appreciated not only by the family
members but by the medical staff as well,
since they have seen and comforted the
many small children who have had to
make frequent inter-island flights alone.
For example, a two-year-old girl stricken
with leukemia must travel from the island
of Kauai every three weeks for chemother-
apy. The donated flight coupons make it
possible for her mother to bring her for
these necessary treatments without add-
ing a financial burden to their emotional
burden.

Other children in need have had a
parent who was ill as well, so that a sib-
ling or cousin must travel with the child
in order for the healthy parent to be at
work to maintain their employment and
benefits.

The tickets� total value over the years
exceeds $32,000, but the true value lies
in the hearts of these women, who em-
body the meaning of Philoptochos: friends
of the poor.

With the spiritual guidance of Fr. John
Bakas of St. Sophia Cathedral in Los An-
geles, Jeanne Lyons has developed a
parenting seminar suitable for use at the
parish level.

Dr. Katina Kostulas is the medical
advisor and primary facilitator. Created in
August 1998, the seminar�s basic text is a
booklet titled �Joy of Parenting� and cov-
ers such topics as The Family and Individ-
ual Development; Mothers and Babies/
Birth Experiences; The Role of the Father
in the Family; Siblings/Birth Order/Jealou-
sy, Child Discipline/Managing Difficult
Behavior; Lying/Delinquency/Anti-social
Behavior; Loving Relationships/Baby Love
to Mature Love; and Allowances/Parenting
Styles.

The seminars are currently being con-
ducted at the church for parents of chil-
dren from early infancy through adoles-
cence.

Mothers and fathers come together in
small groups of four to twelve to discuss
topics of interest in child development as
well as parenting concerns, group prob-
lem-solving strategies, and support for
their personal struggles.

Koinonia is practiced through sharing
resources and experiences with each oth-
er, while grounding the problem-solving
strategies within the context of current
child development research.

The guide provides parents with in-
formation about child development and
parenting strategies to enable children to
grow and develop physically, emotional-
ly, and spiritually.

u Parenting
Seminar Developed

Host feast day breakfast
Members of Adelphotes Pantanassa Philoptochos Chapter of Holy Trinity Church in Lowell, Mass.,
hosted a breakfast at the parish’s recent feast day celebration. Metropolitan Methodios, presiding
hierarch of the Boston Diocese, celebrated the Hierarchical Divine Liturgy and attended the
breakfast, along with the Very Rev. Timothy Kapsalis, pastor, and other area clergy.

Fund-raisers
Members of St. Nicholas Church Philoptochos and Daughters of Penelope in Tarpon Springs,
Fla., have raised about $5,000 for cancer research during a recent “Relay for Life.” Among those
participating were: Nena Assimack, Michele Manousos, Charlene Paskalakis, Lula Alexiou, Bessie
Trousi, Loretta Christopoul, Dena Economos, Sevasti Karavas, Despina Moran, Martha Anastasiadis,
Anna Kouskoutis, Kally Katsaras, Goldie Tagarelli and Jill Faltz.

Chicago Diocese Philoptochos Hold Conference
Chicago Diocese Philoptochos held

its conference and received a visit by Na-
tional Philoptochos President Evanthea
Condakes on June 12.

St. John the Baptist Philoptochos So-
ciety, Des Plaines, hosted the workshop
and meeting. Mrs. Condakes, the keynote
speaker, received a standing ovation for
her words of encouragement regarding
Philoptochos� scope and aim.

She also presented certificates of mer-
it to Philoptochos chapters which met

both National and Diocesan commit-
ments.

After the election of the new Dioce-
san Board, Metropolitan Iakovos ad-
dressed the women and thanked them for
their dedication and efforts in their phil-
anthropic endeavors.

He praised the works of Philoptochos
nationally, the Diocesan Philoptochos,
thanked Susan Regos for her dedicated
efforts and support of the Philoptochos
and the Diocese, and welcomed Mrs.



ORTHODOX OBSERVER AUGUST  1999PAGE 10 newsDIOCESE
u Tree Seedling Day
     at Mass. Church

CHICAGO �St. Andrew�s Church will honor its pas-
tor, Fr. John G. Kutulas, at a community dinner Aug. 28.

In 1967, a young priest came to St. Andrew�s and
assumed his role as spiritual leader of a devoted parish.

After more than three decades of unwavering, dedi-
cated service, Fr. John continues to lead his community.

Fr. Kutulas was born in Kansas City, Mo., to Angeliki
(Kangles) and George Kutulas. His family moved to Chi-
cago where he attended Socrates Greek American School,
Skinner School and Austin High School.

He entered Holy Cross School of Theology in 1951
and earned a Bachelor of Theology degree in 1957.

Father John�s first parish assignment was as a lay as-
sistant to Sts. Constantine and Helen Church in Chicago.

On Dec. 29, 1957, he married Angeline (Evangelia)
Vlahos of Chicago. While serving at Sts. Constantine and
Helen, Fr. Kutulas was ordained a deacon in 1958.

u Community to Honor Fr. John Kutulas

MILWAUKEE, Wis. � A Pan-Orthodox conference ad-
dressing spiritual and social issues of interest to Orthodox
Christian women will be held here Saturday, Oct. 23.

Sponsors include Annunciation Church of Milwau-
kee, Assumption Church of Madison, Kimisis Tis The-
otokou Church of Racine, and several area Russian, Ser-
bian and Antiochian orthodox parishes.

Conference topics will include theology, spirituali-
ty, biblical and women saints, deaconesses, youth issues,
religious education, confession, faith-diverse marriages,
monastic life, liturgical music, Orthodox Christian chari-

u Women�s Conference Set in October

Veras Communications, Inc., is producing its sec-
ond documentary on the Greek-Americans, scheduled
to air this coming November.  Those who enjoyed the
first in the series, are now looking forward to the se-
quel.

The �Greek-Americans II� will concentrate on the
following themes: the continuation of our language and
traditions; the struggle and success of passing down our
heritage to second and third generations; Greek-Ameri-
can women and their role in the past, present and fu-
ture.

Veras Communications was fortunate to have re-
ceived many photos and valuable footage from Greek-
Americans for their first documentary and are hoping
for the same kind of response again.

If O.O. readers have any stories, video, or photographs
(new and old) that may be helpful, please write to the
following address: Veras Communications, 235 Mamaron-
eck Ave., Suite 302, White Plains, NY 10605.

u Documentary
    �Greek Americans II�
    Planned for Fall

Thomas C. Kyrus, national chairman and president
of the Cyprus Children�s Fund of America, Inc., National
Chairman and President Thomas C. Kyrus and Alexan-
dra Lappas, Makarios Scholarship/Theodore & Wally Lap-
pas Awards chairman, and scholarship committee mem-
bers awarded $15,000 to the following 1999 Scholarship
Award winners:

Klelia Antoniou, New Jersey City University; Christina
Atta, Pratt Institute; Panagiota Ermogenidou, Indiana Uni-
versity; Nicholas Kallis, Georgia State University; Stella Had-
jittofi, Queens College; Elena Ioannidou, Baruch College;
Iacovos Kotsonias, Berklee College of Music, Boston; and
Nicholas Kokkinos, San Francisco State University.

u Cyprus Children�s
Fund Awards $15,000
in Scholarships

STARTEC C/R NEGATIVE

LYNN, Mass. � Children of St. George Church re-
cently planted 200 tree seedlings in containers on com-
munity grounds in honor of Ecumenical Patriarch Bar-
tholomew, a defender of human rights and ecological
issues.

Known in Europe as the �Green Patriarch,� the chil-
dren are following and taking action in his concern for
the environment. 100 Sugar Maple and 100 Northern Red
Oak trees are kept and will be nursed at St. George for
two years. These are city trees and, when fully grown, will
be planted throughout Lynn with assistance from Pamela
Snow, tree warden/ park ranger, and Joe Moberger, Lynn
Public Works Department community developer.

The seedlings were provided by the National Tree
Trust organization of America in Washington and donat-
ed by Forrest Keeling Nursery of Missouri. The contain-
ers were donated by the National Tree Trust.

Fencing and soil was offered in memory of Petros
and Efstratia Avagianos.

The Patriarch has written the children a letter remind-
ing them, �Moreover, when you bend your knees to plant
the seedlings, remember that you bow your knees �be-
fore the Father.��

The day was filled with happiness from the child
whose hands became the act of God. �If the roots are
holy, so are the branches,� Patriarch Bartholomew con-
tinued.

The future they sowed brought fruit before the first
branch, and the children will grow knowing, alongside
their tree. That was the Sunday school lesson one early
day of spring.

Makarios Scholarship/Peter G.
& Bess Kolantis Decker Award

The Peter G. & Bess Kolantis Decker Award in the
amount of $1,000 is awarded to Androulla Y. Pillakouri,
a student at Old Dominion University in Virginia.

Peter J. Pappas, Cyprus Children�s Fund Scholarship
Endowment chairman, announced that two scholarship
awards for $1,000 each will be awarded to Stamate P.
Skliris of St. John�s University in Minnesota and James
Exarhopoulos of Clark University, Worcester, Mass.

The 2000 scholarship applications are available to
students of Greek and Greek Cypriot origin, and to stu-
dents who are also citizens of the United States, Greece
and Cyprus and they can be obtained from the Cyprus
Children�s Fund located at 13 E. 40th Street, New York,
NY 10016.

Eligible students must be currently enrolled or will
be enrolled in September 2000 on a full-time basis in an
accredited institution or college in the United States.

Deadline for application submissions is May 5, 2000,
for all awards. Requests should be addressed to: Cyprus
Children�s Fund, 13 E. 40th Street, New York, NY 10016.

Bishop of Nazianzos Ezekiel ordained him a priest
on Feb. 9, 1958.

He assumed the duties of proistamenos of Sts. Con-
stantine and Helen parish in Rockford, Ill., on Aug. 1,
1960, where he remained until the end of December
1966.

On Jan. 15, 1967, Fr. John came to St. Andrew�s
Church as assistant priest to Fr. John H. Hondras .

Following the reassignment of Fr. Hondras to St.
John�s Church in Jacksonville, Fla., Fr. Kutulas was named
proistamenos in January 1973 and remained in this posi-
tion until the end of July 1998, when he was succeeded
by Fr. Michael H. Kontos.

Today, Fr. John is proistamenos emeritus of St. An-
drew�s Church and assists Fr. Michael part-time.

Fr. John and Presbytera Angeline are the parents of
George (Frances) Kutulas and Kiki Bartholomew.

ties and more.
Keynote speaker will be Mother Christophora, ab-

bess of Transfiguration Monastery in Pennsylvania.
Another featured speaker will be Fr. David G. Bis-

sias of St. Demetrios Church in Hammond, Ind.
The conference is open to all Orthodox women. A

banquet will take place on Friday preceding the confer-
ence.

For more information, contact co-chairperson Fr.
Joseph Tzougros at Assumption parish (608) 244-1001,
or Cathleen Callen (414) 442-1786.
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Ì å ðáíçãõñéêü óõë-
ëåßôïõñãï óôçí
Áíôéü÷åéá óôï ïðïßï
ðñïåîÞñ÷áí ï Ïéêïõ-

ìåíéêüò ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò Âáñèïëïìáßïò
êáé ï ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò Áíôéï÷åßáò ÉãíÜôéïò,
Üñ÷éóáí ôá äýï Ðáôñéáñ÷åßá, ôïí
ðíåõìáôéêü åïñôáóìü ôçò äéó÷é-
ëéåôïýò åðåôåßïõ áðü ôçí åíóÜñêùóç
ôïõ ×ñéóôïý.

Ç Èåßá Ëåéôïõñãßá ôåëÝóèçêå ôçí
çìÝñá ìíÞìçò ôùí Ðñùôïêïñõöáßùí
Áðïóôüëùí ÐÝôñïõ êáé Ðáýëïõ, óôïí
ïìþíõìï íáü ôçò Ïñèïäüîïõ ÑùìÝú-
êçò Êïéíüôçôáò ôçò Áíôéï÷åßáò, óôçí
ÍïôéïáíáôïëéêÞ ÌéêñÜ Áóßá (Ôïõñêßá)
êïíôÜ óôá ÓõñéáêÜ óýíïñá.

Ï ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò Áíôéï÷åßáò ÉãíÜ-
ôéïò åðéóêÝöôçêå ðñþôá ôçí Ýäñá ôïõ
Ïéêïõìåíéêïý Ðáôñéáñ÷åßïõ óôï Öá-
íÜñé, üðïõ Ýãéíå äåêôüò áðü ôïí Ðá-
ôñéÜñ÷ç Âáñèïëïìáßï ìå ôéìÞ êáé áãÜ-
ðç. Ïé äýï Åêêëçóéáóôéêïß çãÝôåò åß÷áí
åãêÜñäéåò êáé åðïéêïäïìçôéêÝò óõíïìé-
ëßåò ãéá äéÜöïñá åêêëçóéáóôéêÜ èÝìá-
ôá ðïõ áðáó÷ïëïýí ôçí Ïñèïäïîßá
êáé ôïí ×ñéóôéáíéóìü ãåíéêüôåñá.

Ïé äýï ÐñïêáèÞìåíïé ìåôÝâçóáí
áåñïðïñéêþò óôá ¢äáíá êáé áðü åêåß

ïäéêþò ìÝóù ÁëåîáíäñÝôôáò óôçí Áíôéü÷åéá.
ÌåôÜ ôï ðÝñáò ôùí åïñôáóôéêþí

åêäçëþóåùí ïé äýï ÐáôñéÜñ÷åò áðÞõ-
èõíáí êïéíü ìÞíõìá óôï ×ñéóôåðþíõìï
ðëÞñùìá üðïõ ôïíßæåôáé:

<Åõ÷áñéóôÞóáíôåò åí êáôáíýîåé ôïí

ÍÅÁ ÕÏÑÊÇ. � Ìå ôç äéáäÞëùóç
äéáìáñôõñßáò óôçí ÏõÜóéãêôïí óôéò
20 Éïõëßïõ êïñõöþèçêáí ïé êïéíÝò
åêäçëþóåéò ðïõ ïñãáíþèçêáí áðü ôéò
ïìïãåíåéáêÝò ïñãáíþóåéò ôçò ÁìåñéêÞò
ìå ôç óõìðëÞñùóç åíüò ôåôÜñôïõ ôïõ
áéþíá ðáñÜíïìçò ôïõñêéêÞò êáôï÷Þò
ôçò Âüñåéáò Êýðñïõ êáé ó� Ýíäåéîç

ÉóôïñéêÞ óõíÜíôçóç êáé Ðáôñéáñ÷éêü
Óõëëåßôïõñãï óôçí Áíôéü÷åéá

ÍÅÁ ÕÏÑÊÇ.- Óôç ÖéëáäÝëöåéá
èá ðñáãìáôïðïéçèåß ç 35ç Êëçñé-
êïëáúêÞ ÓõíÝëåõóç áðü 1 Ýùò 6
Éïõëßïõ ôïõ 2000. Ôï èåìáôéêü
ðëáßóéï ôçò ÓõíÝëåõóçò èá åêöñÜ-
æåôå áðü ôç öñÜóç <Ìáêñáßùíåò
Ðáñáäüóåéò óå ìéá ÍÝá ×éëéåôßá>.

Ïé åñãáóßåò ôçò ÊëçñéêïëáúêÞò
èá äéåîá÷èïýí õðü ôçí ðñïåäñßá ôïõ
Óåâ. Áñ÷éåðéóêüðïõ ÁìåñéêÞò ê.
Óðõñßäùíá, åíþ ôçí åõèýíç ôçò
äéïñãÜíùóçò Ý÷ïõí áíáëÜâåé ï ð.
ÄçìÞôñéïò ÊÜíôïò êáé ï ê. Ðßôåñ
ÐÜððáò, ìÝëïò ôçò ÅêôåëåóôéêÞò
ÅðéôñïðÞò ôïõ Áñ÷éåðéóêïðéêïý
Óõìâïõëßïõ.

Ç ÊëçñéêïëáúêÞ ÓõíÝëåõóç
ðñáãìáôïðïéåßôáé áíÜ äéåôßá êáé
åßíáé ôï áíþôáôï íïìïèåôéêü óþìá
ôçò É. Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò ÁìåñéêÞò.
Áó÷ïëåßôáé ìå èÝìáôá ôá ïðïßá
ó÷åôßæïíôáé ìå ôçí æùÞ, ôçí áíÜ-
ðôõîç êáé ôçí åíüôçôá ôçò Åêêëç-
óßáò, ôçí åêêëçóéáóôéêÞ äéïßêçóç,
ôùí åêðáéäåõôéêþí êáé öéëáí-
èñùðéêþí éäñõìÜôùí ôçò, êáèþò
êáé ìå ôçí åóùôåñéêÞ êáé åîùôåñéêÞ
éåñáðïóôïëÞ.

ôïõ Íéêüëáïõ Ìáããßíá

Åêäçëþóåéò ìíÞìçò 25 ÷ñüíùí
êáôï÷Þò ôçò Âüñåéáò Êýðñïõ

áëëçëåããýçò ðñïò ôï ëáü ôçò ìáñôõ-
ñéêÞò ìåãáëïíÞóïõ, ï ïðïßïò åðß 25
ïëüêëçñá ÷ñüíéá ìÜ÷åôáé ãéá ôç
äéêáßùóç ôïõ éåñïý ôïõ áãþíá.

Ç åéñçíéêÞ äéáìáñôõñßá îåêßíçóå
ìå ôï ó÷çìáôéóìü óõìâïëéêÞò áíèñþ-
ðéíçò áëõóßäáò ãýñù áðü ôï Êáðéôþ-
ëéï êáé ïëïêëçñþèçêå Ýîù áðü ôï
Ëåõêü Ïßêï ìå ïìéëßåò êáé ìçíýìáôá
åêðñïóþðùí ïìïãåíåéáêþí êáé Üë-

ÁÑ×ÉÅÐÉÓÊÏÐÏÓ ÓÐÕÑÉÄÙÍ:
<ìå èÜññïò êáé ôüëìç æçôïýìå ôçí
áðïêáôÜóôáóç ôçò íïìéìüôçôáò

êáé ôçò äéêáéïóýíçò...>

Ç 35ç
ÊëçñéêïëáúêÞ

óôçí ÖéëáäÝëöåéá

ÌðñïóôÜ êáé ãýñù áðü ôï Êáðéôþëéï óõãêåíôñþèçêáí  ÷éëéÜäåò ïìïãåíåßò
äéáäçëþíïíôáò êáé æçôþíôáò ôçí áðïêáôÜóôáóç ôçò íïìéìüôçôáò êáé ôçò äéêáéïóýíçò
óôçí Êýðñï. Ôïí ÓÜââá Ôóßâéêï, ðñüåäñï ôçò ÊõðñéáêÞò Ïìïóðïíäßáò ÁìåñéêÞò, ðïõ
ìéëÜåé óôïõò äéáäçëùôÝò ðëáéóéþíïõí ï ðñÝóâçò ôçò ÅëëÜäïò óôéò Ç.Ð.Á ê. ÁëÝîáíäñïò
Ößëùí, Ï Èåïö. Åðßóêïðïò ÍÝáò ÕåñóÝçò ê. Ãåþñãéïò êáé ï Èåïö. Åðßóêïðïò ÎÜíèïõ ê.
ÄçìÞôñéïò ðïõ áíôéðñïóþðåõóå ôïí Áñ÷éåðßóêïðï êáé ìåôÝöåñå ôï ìÞíõìÜ ôïõ.

ETA Press
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Êýñéï êáé Èåüí äéÜ ôçí ðñü äýï ðåñßðïõ
÷éëéåôçñßäùí åíáíèñþðçóéí ôïõ Õéïý êáé
Ëüãïõ Áõôïý, Þôéò åóÞìáíå ôçí åí áíèñþ-
ðïéò åõäïêßáí ôïõ Èåïý, ç ïðïßá êáé

Ïé äýï ðñïêáèÞìåíïé âáâßæïõí áíÜìåóá óôï óõãêåíôñùìÝíï ðëÞèïò êáôåõèõíüìåíïé
óôïí íáü ôùí Ðñïôïêïñõöáßùí Áðïóôüëùí ÐÝôñïõ êáé Ðáýëïõ, óôçí Áíôéü÷åéá.

Íéê. Ìáããßíáò

u page 14

Äçì. ÐáíÜãïò

   Ôçí ðüëç Öïßíéî ôçò Áñéæüíá åðéóêÝö-
èçêå ï Óåâ. Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò ÁìåñéêÞò ê.
Óðõñßäùí ìå ôçí åõêáéñßá ôïõ 17ïõ åôÞóéïõ
óõíåäñßïõ ôçò YAL (¸íùóçò Íåïëáßáò) ðïõ
ðñáãìáôïðïéÞèçêå ôï Óáââáôïêýñéáêï ôçò
4çò Éïõëßïõ.
   Ï Óåâáóìéüôáôïò Ýãéíå ìå åíèïõóéáóìü
äåêôüò áðü ôïõò íÝïõò ìå ôïõò ïðïßïõò
áíôÜëëáîå ãíþìåò êáé áðüøåéò êáé áðÜ-
íôçóå óôá åñùôÞìáôÜ ôïõò.
   Óôï ßäéï ôáîßäé ï Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò ðáñåõñÝ-
èçêå óôï 77ï ÓõíÝäñéï ôçò Á×ÅÐÁ ðïõ
ðñáãìáôïðïéÞèçêå óôï Óáí ÍôéÝãêï ôçò
Êáëéöüñíéá.
   Óôï óôéãìéüôõðï áðü ôï ôáîßäé, óõíïìéëåß
ìå ôïí Ìçôñïðïëßôç Áíôþíéï êáé ôï
ðñüåäñï ôçò <Çãåóßáò ôùí 100>, Ôæüñôæ
Êüêáëç.
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Ì å áõôÞ ôçí ùñáßá Ýêöñáóç ï éåñüò õìíùäüò ôçò Åêêëçóßáò ìáò ðåñéãñÜöåé
ôçí éåñÜ Êïßìçóç ôçò Ðáíáãßáò ÐáñèÝíïõ Ìáñßáò êáé ôçí ìåôÜâáóÞ ôçò
óôïõò ïõñáíïýò. Ôçí áðïêáëåß <ðáíÜìùìïí íýìöç>, <ëáìðÜäá ôïõ

áðñïóßôïõ öùôüò>, <óùôçñßá ôùí ðéóôþí>, <åëðßäá ôùí øõ÷þí çìþí> êáé <ìçôÝñá
ôçò æùÞò>, ç ïðïßá ìÝóù ôçò éåñÜò ÊïéìÞóåùò ôçò <ìåôáôßèåôáé ðñïò ôçí æùÞí>.

Ç ÌçôÝñá ôïõ Êõñßïõ ìáò, åßíáé åêåßíç ç ïðïßá <åãÝíåôï äï÷åßï> ôïõ Õéïý ôïõ
Èåïý, ÌçôÝñá <ôïõ ðïéçôïý ôùí áðÜíôùí ×ñéóôïý ôïõ Èåïý>, ðñÜãìáôé Èåïôüêïò.
Ç Ïñèüäïîïò Åêêëçóßá ìáò ôéìÜ ôçí Üãéá ÊïßìçóÞ ôçò óôéò 15 Áõãïýóôïõ, ìå
äåêáðåíèÞìåñç íçóôåßá êáé ìå ëáìðñïýò ðáíçãõñéóìïýò, ïé ïðïßïé áñìüæïõí óôï
ëåãüìåíï <ÐÜó÷á ôïõ êáëïêáéñéïý>.

Äåí áðïôåëåß èáýìá ï èÜíáôïò ôçò Ðáíáãßáò ÐáñèÝíïõ, åöüóïí êáé ï
<êïóìïðëÜóôçò> Õéüò ôçò ðÝèáíå èÜíáôï óùìáôéêü. Ôï èáýìá ôçò Üãéáò ÊïéìÞóåþò
ôçò Ýãêåéôáé óôï ãåãïíüò üôé ôï ðáíÜãéï óþìá êáé ç ðáíÜ÷ñáíôïò øõ÷Þ

ôçò <ìåôáôÝèçêáí> óôïõò ïõñáíïýò,
óôçí áãêáëéÜ ôïõ Õéïý êáé Èåïý ôçò,
óçìåéþíåé ï éåñüò ÓõíáîáñéóôÞò êáé

áöïý ðåñéãñÜöåé ôçí Êïßìçóç ôçò Èåïôüêïõ óôçí Üãéá ðüëç ôçò
ÉåñïõóáëÞì, ðáñïõóßá ôùí Áãßùí Áðïóôüëùí, óõìðëçñþíåé üôé üôáí
áíïß÷èçêå ï ôÜöïò ôçò óôçí ÃåèóçìáíÞ ãéá íá ôçí ðñïóêõíÞóåé Ýíáò
áðü ôïõò ìáèçôÝò ðïõ áðïõóßáæå (ðéèáíüôáôá ï áðüóôïëïò ÈùìÜò),
ôï Üãéï óêÞíùìá ôçò Ðáíáãßáò äåí Þôáí ðëÝïí åêåß. ÐáñÝìåéíå ôï óåíôüíé
ôçò, ðïõ üðùò ãñÜöåé <ðáñÝìåéíå ôï ùò áøåõäÝò ôåêìÞñéï ôçò
ìåôáèÝóåùò ôçò ÈåïìÞôïñïò åéò ôïõò ïõñáíïýò>.

Ç Üãéá áõôÞ ÐáñÜäïóç ôçò Åêêëçóßáò äéáôçñåßôáé
æùíôáíÞ êáé åêöñÜæåôáé ôüóï ðáñáóôáôéêÜ óôçí éåñÞ
õìíïëïãßá ôçò êáé ôçí åîÝ÷ïõóá åéêïíïãñáößá ôçò. ÂÝâáéá ïé

ÐáôÝñåò ôçò Åêêëçóßáò áó÷ïëÞèçêáí éäéáßôåñá ìå ôçí Üãéá Êïßìçóç ôçò
Ðáíáãßáò. Ï äéÜóçìïò Áìåñéêáíüò ìåëåôçôÞò ôçò Ðáôñïëïãßáò Brian E.
Daley åîÝäùóå ôï 1998 Ýíá åíäéáöÝñïí ôüìï, ï ïðïßïò ðåñéÝ÷åé óå ÁããëéêÞ
ìåôÜöñáóç, äÝêá ïìéëßåò ÐáôÝñùí ôçò Åêêëçóßáò ðïõ áíáöÝñïíôáé óôçí
Êïßìçóç ôçò Èåïôüêïõ.

Óå ìßá åîáéñåôéêÞ éóôïñéêÞ áíÜëõóç ï êáèçãçôÞò Daley, ðåñéãñÜöåé ôçí
åîÝëéîç ôçò ìåãÜëçò áõôÞò åïñôÞò, ôçí ïðïßá ôçí óõíäÝåé ìå ôïí ìåãÜëï
óåâáóìü êáé ôçí áãÜðç, ôçí ïðïßá Ýôñåöå êëÞñïò êáé ëáüò ðñïò ôï óåðôü
ðñüóùðï ôçò Ðáíáãßáò ÐáñèÝíïõ. Ïé Üãéïé ÐáôÝñåò ôçò áñ÷áßáò Åêêëçóßáò,
üðùò ï Üãéïò Éïõóôßíïò ôïí äåýôåñï áéþíá, ï Üãéïò Åéñçíáßïò ôïí ôñßôï áéþíá,
ï Üãéïò Ðñüêëïò, ï Üãéïò Êýñéëëïò Áëåîáíäñåßáò, ï Üãéïò Åöñáßì ï Óýñïò,
ôïí ôÝôáñôï êáé ðÝìðôï áéþíá, åîÝöñáóáí, ìÝóù äéÜöïñùí ïìéëéþí êáé
êçñõãìÜôùí ôïõò ôçí êïéíÞ ðáñáäï÷Þ êáé óõíåßäçóç, áëëÜ êáé ôïí êïéíü
èáõìáóìü ôïõ åêêëçóéáóôéêïý ðëçñþìáôïò ãéá ôçí Èåïôüêï. Éäéáßôåñá üìùò
ãéá ôçí Êïßìçóç ôçò Èåïôüêïõ, ôçí öùíÞ, ôï áßóèçìá, êáé ôçí ðßóôç ôçò
Åêêëçóßáò ôçí åêöñÜæåé ï Üãéïò ÉùÜííçò ï Äáìáóêçíüò (7ïò áéþíáò), ï ïðïßïò
ãñÜöåé üôé äåí Þôáí äõíáôüí ç Ðáíáãßá, ç ïðïßá <áíÝâëõóåí> ôçí æùÞ, íá
ãßíåé <õðï÷åßñéïò> ôïõ èáíÜôïõ êáé ãé� áõôü ç ÌÞôçñ ôïõ æþíôïò Èåïý
<áíáêïìßæåôáé>, ìåôáöÝñåôáé äçëáäÞ óôïõò ïõñáíïýò. Ï Üãéïò Ãñçãüñéïò ï
ÐáëáìÜò ôïí 14ï áéþíá, äéáêçñýóóåé, üôé ìüíï ç Ðáíáãßá ÐáñèÝíïò äýíáôáé
ìåôÜ ôïõ <èåïäïîÜóôïõ> óþìáôïò ôçò íá âñßóêåôáé óôïõò ïõñáíïýò ìáæß ìå
ôïí Õéü ôçò. Ï Üãéïò Íéêüäçìïò ï Áãéïñåßôçò, ôïí 18ï áéþíá, áêïëïõèþíôáò
êáôÜ ãñÜììá ôïí Üãéï ÉùÜííç ôïí Äáìáóêçíü ãñÜöåé üôé ç ìåôÜóôáóç ôçò
Èåïôüêïõ åßíáé ç êëßìáêá, ç ãÝöõñá êáé ç äéÜâáóç ðñïò ôçí áôåëåýôçôï æùÞ.

Ä åí èá äéóôÜóåé áêüìç ï ßäéïò íá ìéëÞóåé ãéá ôçí áíÜóôáóç êáé áíÜëçøç
ôçò Ðáíáãßáò, ü÷é âÝâáéá ìå ôçí Ýííïéá ôçò ÑùìáéïêáèïëéêÞò äéäáóêáëßáò
ðåñß ôçò áíáëÞøåùò ôçò Èåïôüêïõ. Äéüôé, óáöÝóôáôá åðåîçãåß üôé ç

Ðáíáãßá ÐáñèÝíïò <ìåôÝóôç> óôïõò ïõñáíïýò, áíþôåñç üëùí ôùí áóùìÜôùí,
áããåëéêþí ÄõíÜìåùí. (Ìïíá÷ïý ÈåïêëÞôïõ ÄéïíõóéÜôïõ, Ìáñßá ç ÌçôÝñá ôïõ
Èåïý, ó. 296 êáé 318).

Ãéá íá æÞóåé êáíåßò ôçí ðíåõìáôéêÞ ÷áñÜ êáé õðáñîéáêÞ áãáëëßáóç ôçò èåßáò
ÊïéìÞóåùò, ðñÝðåé íá ôçí âéþóåé ìÝóá óôçí Üãéá åìðåéñßá ôçò åí ×ñéóôþ Èåßáò
Åíóáñêþóåùò êáé Ïéêïíïìßáò. Ï Üãéïò ÌïäÝóôïò ôïí 7ï áéþíá ãñÜöåé üôé
åõëïãçìÝíç åßíáé ç Êïßìçóç ôçò ðïëõäïîáóìÝíçò Èåïôüêïõ, ìå ôçí ïðïßá Ý÷åé
äïîáóôåß êáé åõëïãçèåß ôï ãÝíïò ôùí áíèñþðùí óôï ðñüóùðï ôïõ ×ñéóôïý êáé
Èåïý. Ôçí ÐáôåñéêÞ áõôÞ áíôßëçøç ôçò áðüëõôçò óõíÜñôçóçò ôçò Èåßáò
ÅíóÜñêùóçò ôïõ ×ñéóôïý êáé ôçò Èåßáò Êïßìçóçò ôçò ÁåéðáñèÝíïõ Ìáñßáò, ôçí
åêöñÜæåé ìå áîéïèáýìáóôï ôñüðï ï óýã÷ñïíïò åõëáâÞò Áãéïñåßôçò Ìïíá÷üò
Èåüêëçôïò ÄéïíõóéÜôçò, üôáí ãñÜöåé üôé <...üðïõ ç Ðáíáãßá, åêåß êáé ï ×ñéóôüò êáé
üðïõ ï ×ñéóôüò, åêåß êáé ç Ðáíáãßá> êáé ãé� áõôü ôï ëüãï <ïé ýìíïé êáé ïé
åõ÷áñéóôÞñéåò ùäÝò êáé ïé áããåëéêÝò ìáò äïîïëïãßåò, áðåõèýíïíôáé êïéíþò êáé
á÷ùñßóôùò, áðü ôçí Ðáíáãßá óôïí ×ñéóôü êáé áðü ôïí ×ñéóôü äéáâáßíïõí óôçí
Ðáíáãßá>. (ó. 13-14).

Óôïõò ýìíïõò ðïõ øÜëëïíôáé, ôüóï êáôáíõêôéêÜ, êáôÜ ôïí Åóðåñéíü êáé ôïí
¼ñèñï óôéò 15 Áõãïýóôïõ, ïé éåñïß õìíïãñÜöïé åîáßñïõí ôï ãåãïíüò üôé ìå ôçí
Üãéá Êïßìçóç ôçò Èåïôüêïõ, ï íïõò êáé ç êáñäéÜ ìáò äéáâáßíïõí ðñïò ôïí Êýñéï
ôïí ÓùôÞñá ðÜíôùí çìþí. <Ìáêáñßá ç ãáóôÞñ, ç ÷ùñÞóáóá ×ñéóôüí...>.

<Ôçí æùÞí ç êõÞóáóá, ðñïò æùÞí ìåôáâÝâçêáò...>. ÅêöñÜæïíôáò áõôÞ ôçí
÷ñéóôïëïãéêÞ êáé óùôçñéïëïãéêÞ äéäáóêáëßá ôçò Åêêëçóßáò ìáò, ï Üãéïò Ãñçãüñéïò
ï ÐáëáìÜò êáëåß ôçí ÐáñèÝíïí Ìáñßá <...ôùí áðïóôüëùí ç áñ÷Þ, ôùí ìáñôýñùí
åäñáßùìá, ôùí åðß ãçò áíèñþðùí ç äüîá, ôùí åí ïõñáíþ áããÝëùí ç ôåñðíüôçò,
ôï åãêáëëþðéóìá (ôï óôüëéóìá) ðÜóçò ôçò êôßóåùò>. Áò æïýìå êáé åìåßò ðÜíôïôå
áõôÞí ôçí äüîá êáé ôçí áöèáñóßá ôçò áéùíéüôçôáò ìáæß ìå ôçí ÌçôÝñá ôïõ Èåïý,
ôçí Êõñßá ôùí ÁããÝëùí êáé ôùí áíèñþðùí.

Áðü ôá ðÝñáôá ôçò ãÞò, öåñüìåíïé õðü ôïõ ðíåýìáôïò ôïõ Êõñßïõ ïé ¢ãéïé
Áðüóôïëïé óõíáñèñïßóèçêáí ãéá  íá âñåèïýí êïíôÜ  óôçí Ðáíáãßá êáôÜ ôéò
ôåëåõôáßåò þñåò ôçò åðßãåéáò æùÞò ôçò ðñßí áðü ôçí êïßìçóÞ ôçò.
Óõíáñèñïßóèçêáí ãéá íá ðáñáóôïýí ùò ìÜñôõñåò ôçò  áíõðÝñâëçôçò äüîáò
ôçí ïðïßá ï Õéüò ôïý Èåïý èá ÷Üñéæå óôç ìçôÝñá ôïõ, êáèþò èá ôç óõíüäåõå
óôïí åðïõñÜíéï âáóéëéêü ôçò  èñüíï  ùò áéþíéá Âáóßëéóóá êáé ìåóßôñéá êÜèå
ãåíéÜò ×ñéóôéáíþí.

Åðß ãÞò, ç Ðáíáãßá Þôáí ï ôÝëåéïò ôýðïò ôçò ÉåñïõóáëÞì � ôçò ðüëçò ôïõ
ÌåãÜëïõ ÂáóéëÝá, ôïõ ÐáíôïêñÜ-
ôïñá êáé ôïõ Íáïý ôïõ Æþíôïò Èåïý.
ÁõôÞ ãéá ôçí ïðïßá åëÝ÷èçóáí Ýíäïîá
ëüãéá, âñßóêåôáé ôþñá óôçí Üíù
ÉåñïõóáëÞì (âë. Ãáë. 4,26), Ýôóé þóôå,
ìÝóá óôç íý÷ôá ôïýôïõ ôïõ êüóìïõ
íá ïäçãåß ôïõò êïõñáóìÝíïõò ðñïó-
êõíçôÝò ðñïò ôçí ðåñßëáìðñç êáôïé-
êßá ôçò, óáí  óå «ðüëç êôéóìÝíç ðÜíù
óôï ëüöï».   Óáí  öùôåéíüò öÜñïò, ç
Ðáíáãßá êáôÝ÷åé èÝóç õøçëÞ �êáé ü÷é
ìÝóá ó�  Ýíáí åðßãåéï ôÜöï� Ýôóé
þóôå «ç ïìïñöéÜ ôçò ðáñèåíßáò ôçò»
êáé ç  «ëáìðñüôçôá ôçò áãíüôçôÜò
ôçò» íá öùôßæïõí ôçí áíèñùðüôçôá
ïëüêëçñçò ôçò ïéêïõìÝíçò.

Ç êïßìçóç ôçò Ðáíáãßáò ðñï-
êÜëåóå èëßøç êáé ðÝíèïò óôïí êýêëï
ôùí Áðïóôüëùí, áëëÜ ìÝóá áð� áõôü
ôï ãåãïíüò Üíôëçóáí øõ÷éêÞ äýíáìç
ãéá íá åðéôåëÝóïõí ôï Ýñãï ðïõ åß÷áí
áíáëÜâåé óôï üíïìá ôïõ Êõñßïõ.  Ìå
ôï åðéâëçôéêü êáé ãåìÜôï äÝïò ìõ-
óôÞñéï ôçò ÊïéìÞóåùò, ç Ðáíáãßá
áðÝäåéîå �ðÝñá áðü êÜèå áìöéâïëßá�
óôïõò Áðïóôüëïõò üôé ï ëüãïò ôïõ
Êõñßïõ åßíáé áëçèÞò.   Äéüôé, ìå ôçí
ãáëÞíéá  áíÜðáõóÞ ôçò, åðéâåâáßùóå
ôçí Þôôá ôïõ ÈáíÜôïõ êáé ôçí áðáë-
ëáãÞ ôïõ áíèñþðéíïõ ãÝíïõò áðü
ôçí áñ÷áßá êáôÜñá ôïõ öüâïõ, ðïõ
ôï êñáôïýóå äÝóìéï ôçò áìáñôßáò.
Ìå ôï ìåãáëåßï ôçò êïéìÞóåùò�
ìåôáóôÜóåþò ôçò ç Èåïôüêïò áðÝ-
äåéîå ôçí áëÞèåéá  ôçò õðüó÷åóçò ôïõ
Õéïý ôçò üôé èá ìïéñáæüôáí ôçí
ÁíáóôÜóéìç  äýíáìÞ Ôïõ áêüìç êáé
ìå áðëïýò èíçôïýò óáí åìÜò.

Ç èáõìáôïõñãÞ óõíÜñèñïéóç ôùí Áãßùí Áðïóôüëùí ùò ìÜñôõñåò ôçò
ÊïéìÞóåùò ôçò Ðáíáãßáò Èåïôüêïõ, äåß÷íåé üôé ôï éåñü áõôü ãåãïíüò äåí óõíÝâç
ìüíïí ãéá ôçí ßäéá, áëëÜ êáé ãéá åìÜò. Äéüôé, ùò áãíÞ êáé Üóðéëïò Íýìöç ôïõ
Èåïý (âë. Åö. 5:25-27),  áõôÞ ðáñáìÝíåé ãéá ðÜíôá ç æùíôáíÞ åéêüíá ïëüêëçñçò
ôçò Åêêëçóßáò.  Ç õðáêïÞ ôçò áðïôåëåß ãéá åìÜò ôï ðáñÜäåéãìá ðñüò ìßìçóç.
Ç äüîá ôçò áðïôåëåß ìáñôõñßá ôïõ äéêïý ìáò ðñïïñéóìïý ìåôÜ ôçí åéò Êýñéï
åêäçìßá ìáò.  Ç áéþíéá ìåóçôéêÞ äéáêïíßá ôçò áðïôåëåß ãéá åìÜò åëðßäá ìéáò
æùÞò áãáóôÞò óõíýðáñîçò ìå ôçí Áãßá ÔñéÜäá.

Óõíåðþò, ç ÅïñôÞ ôçò ÊïéìÞóåùò ìáò åðáíáöÝñåé óôï åðßêåíôñï ôçò
×ñéóôéáíéêÞò ðßóôçò ìáò.   Óôï ðñüóùðï ôçò Ðáíáãßáò âëÝðïõìå ôçí áôïìéêÞ
êëÞóç ôïõ Êõñßïõ Éçóïý ×ñéóôïý ðñïò ôïí êáèÝíá ìáò ãéá ôçí ðëçóßïí Ôïõ
áéþíéá æùÞ, ìÝóù ìéáò ðñïóùðéêÞò ó÷Ýóçò âáóéóìÝíçò óå äåóìïýò áãÜðçò
«ðïõ áíôÝ÷åé ôá ðÜíôá, ðéóôåýåé ôá ðÜíôá, åëðßæåé ôá ðÜíôá, õðïìÝíåé ôá
ðÜíôá» (Á´ Êïñ. 13,7) � ìéáò áãÜðçò ðïõ áäéÜêïðá ëÝåé óôï Èåü «ÃåííçèÞôù ôï
ÈÝëçìÜ Óïõ» (ËïõêÜò 1,38).

¼ðùò ôï ãåãïíüò ôçò ÊïéìÞóåùò ôçò ÁåéðáñèÝíïõ Ìáñßáò óõíÜñèñïéóå
ôïõò Áãßïõò Áðïóôüëïõò êáé ôïõò åíßó÷õóå ìå èÜññïò óôïí áãþíá ôïõò  ãéá ôç
äéÜäïóç ôïõ Åõáããåëßïõ, Ýôóé êáé ç ÅïñôÞ ôçò ÊïéìÞóåùò ðñÝðåé óÞìåñá íá
áðïôåëÝóåé  ãéá åìÜò ðçãÞ äýíáìçò, áíáíÝùóçò êáé åíüôçôáò. Ìáæß
åðéâåâáéþíïõìå üôé ï ×ñéóôüò èñéÜìâåõóå  Ýíáíôé ôïõ èáíÜôïõ. Ìáæß ðñïó-
äïêïýìå ôçí áíÜóôáóç ôùí íåêñþí. Ìáæß ðñïóìÝíïõìå ôç ìÝëëïõóá Âáóéëåßá
ôïõ Èåïý.

Áí, üðùò óôçí ðåñßðôùóç ôùí Áðïóôüëùí ðïõ óõíáñèñïßóèçêáí óôç
ÃåóèçìáíÞ,  ìðïñåß íá âñåèïýìå êáé åìåßò óå êáôÜóôáóç äïêéìáóßáò,  ðåéñáóìïý,
èëßøçò êáé ðÝíèïõò, äåí ðñÝðåé íá áðïãïçôåõüìáóôå.  Áí åßìáóôå Üãñõðíïé
êáé ðñïóåõ÷üìáóôå � üðùò Ýêáíáí êáé ïé Áðüóôïëïé � èá äéáðéóôþóïõìå êáé
åìåßò ôçí åðéâåâáßùóç ôçò ðßóôôçò ìáò êáé ôç äýíáìç ôïõ ÁíáóôçèÝíôïò ×ñéóôïý.
Áò áãùíéóôïýìå, ëïéðüí, ãéá íá äéáôçñÞóïõìå ôçí åíüôçôá ôçò ðßóôçò ìáò êáé
íá êïéíùíÞóïõìå ôçí åìðåéñßá ôçò ÷Üñçò, ðïõ áðïôåëåß êëçñïíïìéÜ üëùí ôùí
ôÝêíùí ôïõ Èåïý.

Ìå ôçí åõëïãßá ôïõ Èåïý, áò ãéïñôÜóïõìå ôç ëáìðñÞ ÅïñôÞ ôçò ÊïéìÞóåùò
ôçò Ðáíáãßáò Èåïôüêïõ, þóôå ìÝóá áðü ôéò ãåìÜôåò ôñõöåñüôçôá
äéáìåóïëáâÞóåéò ôçò íá âñïýìå êáé åìåßò èÝóç óôçí åðïõñÜíéá áéþíéá  êáôïéêßá
ðïõ ìáò åôïéìÜæåé ï Êýñéïò (âë. ÉùÜííçò 14,2).

Ç ÌÇÔÇÑ ÔÇÓ ÆÙÇÓ...
ÐÑÏÓ ÆÙÇÍ ÌÅÔÁÔÉÈÅÔÁÉ...

Ãéáôß ãéïñôÜæïõìå
ôçí Êïßìçóç ôçò Èåïôüêïõ

Ï ê. Ãåþñãéïò Ó. ÌðåìðÞò åßíáé êáèçãçôÞò Ðáôñïëïãßáò, óôçí
ÈåïëïãéêÞ Ó÷ïëÞ ôïõ Ôéìßïõ Óôáõñïý, ôçò É. Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò ÁìåñéêÞò.

ôïõ êáè. Ãåùñãßïõ ÌðåìðÞ

«Áðüóôïëïé åê ðåñÜôùí, óõíáèñïéóèÝíôåò åíèÜäå,
ÃåóèçìáíÞ, ôù ÷ùñßù, êçäåýóáôÝ ìïõ ôï óþìá.

Êáé óõ, ÕéÝ êáé ÈåÝ ìïõ, ðáñÜëáâÝ ìïõ ôï ðíåýìá».

(Ðñþôïí åîáðïóôåéëÜñéïí ôçò áêïëïõèßáò ôçò ÐáñÜêëçóçò)
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ÅÉÄÉÊÅÓ ÐÑÏÓÖÏÑÅÓ
ÔÇÓ ÏËÕÌÐÉÁÊÇÓ

Ç  Ä É Ê Ç  Ó Á Ó  Á Å Ñ Ï Ð Ï Ñ É Ê Ç  Å Ô Á É Ñ Å É Á

 ÅËËÁÄÁ            êáé ÊÕÐÑÏ

Áðïôáèåßôå ôþñá óôïí ôáîéäéùôéêü óáò ðñÜêôïñá
Þ óôçí ÏëõìðéáêÞ Áåñïðïñßá. . .êáé êåñäßóôå!

Ìåô�åðéóôñïöÞò
+TAX

 $878
ÐáñáìïíÞ Ýùò 4 ìÞíåò

Ìåô�åðéóôñïöÞò
+TAX

 $978
ÐáñáìïíÞ Ýùò 4 ìÞíåò

ÁðëÞ äéáäñïìÞ

+TAX

 $529
ÃÉÁ ÔÁÎÉÄÉ

ÁÐËÇÓ ÄÉÁÄÑÏÌÇÓ
ÔÇËÅÖÙÍÅÉÓÔÅ ÓÔÏÍ

ÔÁÎÉÄÉÙÔÉÊÏ ÓÁÓ
ÐÑÁÊÔÏÑÁ

Áõôü ôï êáëïêáßñé ãéÜ

Åêðôþóåéò ãéá ðáéäéÜ êÜôù ôùí 12 åôþí � ÌéêñÞ åðéâÜñõíóç ãéá åðéóôñïöÝò áðü
15 Áõãïýóôïõ Ýùò 15 Óåðôåìâñßïõ �  Éó÷ýïõí ðåñéïñéóìïß / ÈÝóåéò ðåñéïñéóìÝíåò

Áðü Âïóôþíç, ÍÝá Õüñêç ãéá ÁèÞíá Þ Èåóóáëïíßêç êáé Êýðñï

ÅéäéêÝò ôéìÝò áðü 71 ðüëåéò ôçò ÁìåñéêÞò
ÅéäéêÝò ôéìÝò ãéá ôï åóùôåñéêü äßêôõï ôçò ÅëëÜäïò

Ðüëç ôùí øçöéäùôþí èá ìðïñïýóå
íá ÷áñáêôçñéóôåß ç Èåóóáëïíßêç. Ï
áñéèìüò ôùí øçöéäùôþí ôçò ðüëçò ðïõ
÷ñïíïëïãïýíôáé áðü ôïí 1ï ì.×. áéþíá
ìÝ÷ñé ôá âõæáíôéíÜ ÷ñüíéá, åßíáé éóïäý-
íáìïò ìå áõôüí üëçò ôçò Íüôéáò ÅëëÜäáò,
óýìöùíá ìå üóá åðé-
óçìÜíèçêáí êáôÜ ôç
äéÜñêåéá äéçìåñßäáò ìå
èÝìá <Áñ÷áßá ÁãïñÜ
Èåóóáëïíßêçò 1989-
1999> ðïõ äéïñãÜíù-
óå ç ÉÓÔ´ Åöïñåßá Ðñï-
úóôïñéêþí êáé Êëáóé-
êþí Áñ÷áéïôÞôùí.

Áðü ôçí áñ÷áéü-
ôçôá áêüìç ôá øçöé-
äùôÜ áðïôÝëåóáí ôçí
êõñéüôåñç ìïñöÞ äéá-
êïóìçôéêÞò Ýêöñáóçò.
Ôá ðñùéìüôåñá øçöé-
äùôÜ óôç Èåóóáëï-
íßêç ÷ñïíïëïãïýíôáé
óôïí 1ï ìå 2ï áéþíá
êáé åßíáé áóðñüìáõñá.
Áðü ôá ìÝóá ôïõ 3ïõ
áéþíá ôá øçöéäùôÜ
äÜðåäá ôçò Èåóóá-
ëïíßêçò ÷áñáêôçñßæïíôáé áðü ðëïýóéï
æùãñáöéêü äéÜêïóìï åíþ áðü ôéò áñ÷Ýò
ôïõ 4ïõ ì.×. áéþíá äéáêïóìïýíôáé ìå
ðïëý÷ñùìåò êáé ðïéêéëüìïñöåò óõíèÝóåéò.

¼óïí áöïñÜ ôçí áñ÷áßá áãïñÜ ôçò
Èåóóáëïíßêçò, ôï ìåãáëýôåñï ìÝñïò ôïõ
øçöéäùôïý äáðÝäïõ ôçò åß÷å áðïêá-
ëõöôåß êáé óõíôçñçèåß óôç äåêáåôßá ôïõ
60. Ç åóùôåñéêÞ óôïÜ ôçò áíáôïëéêÞò
ðëåõñÜò ôçò áñ÷áßáò áãïñÜò ðåñéëáì-
âÜíåé 15 áíéóïìåãÝèç äéÜ÷ùñá ìå áðëÞ

ãñáììéêÞ ðëáéóßùóç êáé äéáêüóìçóç ìå
óõíå÷üìåíåò öïëßäåò, ñüäáêåò, ôåôñÜ-
ãùíá, óõìðëåêüìåíá ïêôÜãùíá, ìáéÜí-
äñïõò êáé åããåãñáììÝíïõò êýêëïõò.

Ïé êáôáóôñïöÝò áðü êáèéæÞóåéò êáé
ç äéÜâñùóç ôïõ êïíéÜìáôïò ðïõ óõãêñá-

ôåß ôéò øçößäåò
áðïôåëïýí ôïõò
ìåãáëýôåñïõò êéí-
äýíïõò ãéá ôá øç-
öéäùôÜ. ¸ôóé, êñß-
èçêå óêüðéìï íá
óêåðáóôåß ôï øç-
öéäùôü äÜðåäï ôçò
áñ÷áßáò áãïñÜò ìå
ãåùàöáóìá áðü
Üììï. Ç óôÝãáóç
ôùí øçöéäùôþí
ôçò ñùìáúêÞò áãï-
ñÜò êñßíåôáé áðü
ïñéóìÝíïõò áñ÷áé-
ïëüãïõò áðáñáß-
ôçôç êáèþò ôï ðå-
ñéâÜëëïí ìéáò ìåãá-
ëïýðïëçò üðùò ç
Èåóóáëïíßêç áðï-
ôåëåß óõíå÷Þ áðåé-
ëÞ ãéá ôç äéáôÞñçóÞ

ôïõ. Áðü ôçí Üëëç ìéá êáôáóêåõÞ ìå
óýã÷ñïíá õëéêÜ èá åìðüäéæå ôçí áðü-
ëáõóç ôïõ ìíçìåßïõ êáé èá åðéäñïýóå
áíôéáéóèçôéêÜ óôïí õðÜñ÷ïíôá áñ÷áéï-
ëïãéêü ÷þñï. ÐáñáìÝíïíôáò óôçí áíôß-
ëçøç ôïõ áóôÝãáóôïõ ÷þñïõ ôï åíäéá-
öÝñïí ôïõ óõíôçñçôÞ åðéêåíôñþíåôáé
óôçí ðñïóôáóßá ôùí øçößäùí êáé ôïõ
óõíäåôéêïý õëéêïý ôïõ. Ãéá ôçí ðñïóôáóßá
ôùí øçöéäùôþí åîÜëëïõ åíäåßêíõôáé ç
÷ñÞóç öõóéêïý êåñéïý ìÝëéóóáò.

Ç ðüëç ôùí øçöéäùôþí

Óýíôïìá ïé ¸ëëçíåò ðïëßôåò èá
ìðïñïýí íá åðéóêÝðôïíôáé ôéò ÇÐÁ
÷ùñßò âßæá. Ðñüóöáôá ôï Áìåñéêáíéêü
Õðïõñãåßï Äéêáéïóýíçò áíáêïßíùóå ôçí
ó÷åôéêÞ áðüöáóç ìå ôçí ïðïßá ç ÅëëÜäá
óõìðåñéëáìâÜíåôáé ðëÝïí óôéò ÷þñåò ãéá
ôïõò ðïëßôåò ôùí ïðïßùí äåí èá áðáé-
ôåßôáé ç åîáóöÜëéóç âßæáò.

Ç ÅëëÜäá Þôáí ç ìéá áðü ôéò äýï
ìüíï ÷þñåò ôçò ÅõñùðáúêÞò ¸íùóçò (ç
Ðïñôïãáëßá åßíáé ç Üëëç) ãéá ôïõò
ðïëßôåò ôçò ïðïßáò áðáéôïýíôáí âßæá.

Ç ðñïóðÜèåéá áëëáãÞò ôçò íïìï-
èåóßáò îåêßíçóå ôïí ÖåâñïõÜñéï ôïõ
1998 áðü ðáñÜãïíôåò ôïõ Åëëçíéêïý
ëüìðé óôçí ÏõÜóéãêôïí êáé áðü öéëÝë-
ëçíåò âïõëåõôÝò êáé ãåñïõóéáóôÝò.

Ï íÝïò êáíïíéóìüò èá åðéôñÝðåé
óôïõò ¸ëëçíåò ðïëßôåò êáôü÷ïõò åëëç-
íéêïý äéáâáôçñßïõ íá åðéóêÝðôïíôáé ôéò
ÇÐÁ ãéá åðáããåëìáôéêïýò ëüãïõò Þ
ôïõñéóìü ìÝ÷ñé 90 çìÝñåò. ÁðïìÝíïõí
ãñáöåéïêñáôéêÝò äéåõèåôÞóåéò Ýùò üôïõ
ï íÝïò êáíïíéóìüò ôåèåß óå åöáñìïãÞ.

Èá êáôáñãçèåß ç Visa

Ìíçìüóõíï ãéá ôïí
Áñ÷éåðßóêïðï ÌáêÜñéï

Ç ðõñêáãéÜ ôïõ áéþíá

Ôá ÄéåèíÞ ÓåìéíÜñéá ×Üëêçò äéïñãá-
íþíåé ãéá äÝêáôç óõíå÷Þ ÷ñïíéÜ ôï Åëëçíéêü
ºäñõìá ÅõñùðáúêÞò êáé ÅîùôåñéêÞò
ÐïëéôéêÞò óôç ×Üëêç üðïõ ëåéôïõñãåß ôï
ìéêñü óõíåäñéáêü êÝíôñï ðïõ éäñýèçêå ôï
1985 ìå ôçí áíáêÞñõîç ôïõ íçóéïý óå Íçóß
ôçò ÅéñÞíçò êáé ôçò Öéëßáò ôùí ÍÝùí üëïõ
ôïõ Êüóìïõ áðü ôçí UNESCO.

Ôá óåìéíÜñéá Ý÷ïõí ùò óôü÷ï íá
öÝñïõí óå åðáöÞ íÝïõò ðïëéôéêïýò,
åñåõíçôÝò, äéðëùìÜôåò, äçìïóéïãñÜöïõò,
ðáíåðéóôçìéáêïýò, åðé÷åéñçìáôßåò áðü
ôá êñÜôç-ìÝëç ôçò ÅõñùðáúêÞò ¸íùóçò,
ôçò ÊåíôñéêÞò êáé ÁíáôïëéêÞò Åõñþðçò,
ôçò Ìåóïãåßïõ, ôïõ ÊáõêÜóïõ êáé ôçò
Âïñåßïõ ÁìåñéêÞò, êáèþò êáé åêðñï-
óþðïõò êõâåñíçôéêþí êáé ìç-êõâåñ-
íçôéêþí ïñãáíéóìþí, Ýôóé þóôå íá
ðñïùèçèåß ç áìïéâáßá óõíåñãáóßá óå
èÝìáôá áóöáëåßáò, åëÝã÷ïõ ôùí åîï-
ðëéóìþí, äéåèíïýò ïéêïíïìßáò êáé áíèñù-
ðßíùí äéêáéùìÜôùí.

´Åôóé ìðïñåß íá äçìéïõñãçèåß Ýíáò
ìç÷áíéóìüò Ýììåóçò áëëÜ óõíå÷ïýò
ðñïâïëÞò ôùí åèíéêþí èåìÜôùí.

Ôï óåìéíÜñéï ìå èÝìá <×áñÜæïíôáò ôï
ìÝëëïí ôçò Åõñþðçò> èá ðñáãìáôï-
ðïéçèåß áðü 2-8 Óåðôåìâñßïõ êáé ìå èÝìá
<Ìåóüãåéïò, Ðåñóéêüò Êüëðïò êáé Êáý-
êáóïò> áðü 8-13 Óåðôåìâñßïõ.

ÄéïñãÜíùóç Äéåèíþí
Óåìéíáñßùí ×Üëêçò

Óôéò 5 Áõãïýóôïõ 1917, ç ðüëç ôçò
Èåóóáëïíßêçò õðÝóôç ìåãÜëç äïêéìáóßá
áðü ðõñêáãéÜ ðïõ áðïôÝöñùóå ó÷åäüí
ïëüêëçñï ôï åìðïñéêü ôçò êÝíôñï Ýêôáóçò
1.000 ðåñßðïõ óôñåììÜôùí. Åßíáé ìéá
÷ñïíïëïãßá-óôáèìüò ãéá ôçí ðüëç êáé ôçí
ðïëåïäïìéêÞ -êáé ü÷é ìüíï- åîÝëéîç ôçò
éóôïñßáò ôçò.

Ç ðõñêáãéÜ ðïõ äßêáéá ïíïìÜóôçêå
ðõñêáãéÜ ôïõ áéþíá åêäçëþèçêå óôçí
êïñõöÞ ôçò óçìåñéíÞò ïäïý ÂåíéæÝëïõ, ìå
ôçí óêåðáóôÞ ôüôå îýëéíç óôÝãç (êáìðáëß
ôóéáñóß) ôï ÓÜââáôï 5 Áõãïýóôïõ 1917
ðáñáìïíÞ ôïõ ÓùôÞñïò. Óôçí áñ÷Þ äåí
äüèçêå ìåãÜëç óçìáóßá áëëÜ üôáí Üñ÷éóå
íá öõóÜåé ôï ãíùóôü ôçí åðï÷Þ áõôÞ
áðïãåõìáôéíü <âáñäáñÜêé> ç öùôéÜ ðÞñå
ìåãÜëåò äéáóôÜóåéò êé Üñ÷éóå íá êáôå-
âáßíåé ìå óöïäñüôçôá ðñïò ôçí ðáñáëßá.
Ôï ßäéï âñÜäõ åß÷å Þäç åðåêôáèåß óå
ïëüêëçñï ôïí åìðïñéêü ôïìÝá ðñïêáëþ-
íôáò ôåñÜóôéåò êáôáóôñïöÝò óå êôßóìáôá
êáé åãêáôáóôÜóåéò êáé áðüãíùóç êáé
ïäýíç óôïõ ðõñïðáèåßò êáôïßêïõò, ðïõ
ìÜôáéá ðñïóðáèïýóáí íá äéáóþóïõí
Ýóôù êáé åëÜ÷éóôá áðü ôá õðÜñ÷ïíôÜ
ôïõò. ¼ôáí Ýóâçóå ç ðõñêáãéÜ, 9.500
óðßôéá åß÷áí ïëïêëçñùôéêÜ êáôáóôñáöåß
êáé 73.000 Èåóóáëïíéêåßò Ýìåéíáí Üóôåãïé.
ÁíÜìåóá óôá êôßñéá ðïõ êÜçêáí Þôáí
áîéüëïãá éóôïñéêÜ êáé áñ÷áéïëïãéêÜ
ìíçìåßá êáé ðïëëÜ ÷áñáêôçñéóôéêÜ
êôßóìáôá ôçò åðï÷Þò (Äçìáñ÷åßï, Ôçëå-
ãñáöåßï, Ãçñïêïìåßï, ÏèùìáíéêÞ ôñÜ-
ðåæá, Âåëãéêü Ðñïîåíåßï, áñêåôÜ ðïëõ-
êáôáóôÞìáôá, åãêáôáóôÜóåéò, áñ÷åßá
åöçìåñßäùí ê.á.)

ËÅÕÊÙÓÉÁ. � Óôçí ÉåñÜ ÌïíÞ Êýêêïõ
ôåëÝóôçêå ôçí 1ç Áõãïýóôïõ ôï åôÞóéï
ìíçìüóõíï ôïõ Áñ÷éåðéóêüðïõ Ìáêáñßïõ
Ã´, ï ïðïßïò áðåâßùóå óôéò 3 Áõãïýóôïõ
1977.

Ï Ìáêáñéüôáôïò Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò
Êýðñïõ ê. ×ñõóüóôïìïò, ï ïðïßïò èá
ðñïßóôáôï, äåí ìåôÝâç óôïí Êýêêï ëüãù
åîÜñèñùóçò ðïõ õðÝóôç óôï ðüäé êáé ôïí
åêðñïóþðçóå ï Ìçôñïðïëßôçò Êéôßïõ
×ñõóüóôïìïò.

Óôï ìíçìüóõíï ðáñÝóôçóáí ï Ðñü-
åäñïò ôçò ÊõðñéáêÞò Äçìïêñáôßáò,
Ãëáýêïò Êëçñßäçò, áñ÷çãïß êáé åêðñü-
óùðïé êïììÜôùí, õðïõñãïß êáé Üëëïé
åðßóçìïé. Åðéìíçìüóõíï ëüãï åêöþíçóå
ï Õöõðïõñãüò ðáñÜ ôù Ðñüåäñù ê.
ÐÜôñïêëïò Óôáýñïõ ðïõ åðß óåéñÜ åôþí
õðÞñîå óôåíüò óõíåñãÜôçò ôïõ Áñ÷éåðé-
óêüðïõ Ìáêáñßïõ.

Ï ê. Óôáýñïõ ôüíéóå üôé õðïèÞêç
õðÝñôáôç ôïõ Áñ÷éåðéóêüðïõ Ìáêáñßïõ
åßíáé ç åíüôçôá êáé ç óýìðíïéá êáé áíÝ-
öåñå üôé ï ÌáêÜñéïò <èá ìáò Þèåëå
äéáñêþò íá ìíçìïíåýïõìå ôçí ðáôñßäá êáé
ôçí åëåõèåñßá>, ðñïóèÝôïíôáò üôé áõôü
áðïôåëåß <÷ñÝïò ìáò ðñïò åêåßíïí êáé
÷ñÝïò ðñïò åìÜò ôïõò éäßïõò>.

Äåí ðÝñáóå ïýôå ìéá ìÝñá ðïõ íá
ìç íïóôáëãÞóïõìå ôçí ðáñïõóßá, ôç
óõíäñïìÞ, ôç óôÞñéîç, ôçí áãÜðç êáé
ôç êáèïäÞãçóç áëëÜ... êáé ôï ÷éïýìïñ
ôïõ Êþóôá ÄåëçãéÜííç, ôïõ äéåõèõíôÞ
ôïõ Ïñèüäïîïõ ÐáñáôçñçôÞ ðïõ
Ýöõãå ðñüùñá áðü êïíôÜ ìáò, ðÝñõóé
ôïí Áýãïõóôï.

¼÷é ìïíÜ÷á ôï ðñïóùðéêü ôçò
åöçìåñßäáò ìáò áëëÜ êáé ïëüêëçñï ôï
ðñïóùðéêü ôçò É. Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò áíá-
ðïëåß ìå íïóôáëãßá ôçí åðéôáêôéêÞ,
ðïëëÝò öïñÝò ðëçèùñéêÞ áëëÜ ðÜíôï-
ôå êáëïðñïáßñåôç êáé åðïéêïäïìçôéêÞ
ðáñïõóßá ôïõ. Äßäáóêå êé áêôéíï-
âïëïýóå áíèñùðéÜ êáé áîéïðñÝðåéá.

Ç óõìâïëÞ ôïõ êáé ç óõìâïõëÞ
ôïõ Þôáí ðÜíôá ðïëýôéìåò. Ôï óôßãìá
ðïõ Üöçóå ç äéáêïíßá ôïõ óôçí
åöçìåñßäá áõôÞ, áëëÜ êáé óôçí Áñ÷é-
åðéóêïðÞ êáé ôçí ÏìïãÝíåéá ãåíé-
êüôåñá èá áðïôåëåß ãéá ðïëý êáéñü
áêüìç óçìåßï áíáöïñÜò êáé óýã-
êñéóçò.

Ìå ãëõêéÜ íïóôáëãßá èá ôïí èõìü-
ìáóôå ðÜíôá.

Åíáò ÷ñüíïò ðÝñáóå
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TOP PROPERTIES is a private con-
cern and Mr. George S. Pipinos, its owner,
has earned, over the years, a reputation
for integrity and excellence in the world
of Real Estate in the Dodecanese.

At Top Properties we try hard to at-
tract important and selective investors:
high caliber businessmen/women and dis-
cerning professional people, both Greek
and foreign, who wish to acquire substan-
tial and valuable property on Rhodes.

We offer our expertise and advice pri-
vately, discreetly and in strict confidence.

We keep a comprehensive list of real
estate of the highest specification:

Ïäüò ÊÝííåíôõ 38,  ÑÏÄÏÓ 85100 � 38 Kennedy St., RHODES GR85100 GREECE
TEL.: (0241) 23895 � FAX: (0241) 20883

TOP PROPERTIES
GEORGIOS S. PIPINOS � ÃÅÙÑÃÉÏÓ Ó. ÐÉÐÉÍÏÓ

REAL ESTATE AGENT � MEMBER OF F.I.A.B.C.I.

Ç �TOP PROPERTIES� åßíáé áôïìéêÞ åðé÷åßñçóç êáé áíÞêåé åî ïëïêëÞñïõ óôïí ê.
Ãåþñãéï Ó. Ðéðßíï, ðïõ áðü ôï 1971 áó÷ïëåßôáé áðïêëåéóôéêÜ êáé ìüíï ìå åðåíäýóåéò êáé
REAL ESTATE, óôï íçóß ôçò Ñüäïõ, êáèþò êáé óôçí åõñýôåñç ðåñéï÷Þ ôçò ÄùäåêáíÞóïõ.

ÁÐÅÕÈÕÍÏÌÁÓÔÅ: Óôïõò óïâáñïýò, áðáéôçôéêïýò êáé åðéëåêôéêïýò åðåíäõôÝò-
åðé÷åéñçìáôßåò- åëåýèåñïõò åðáããåëìáôßåò, ̧ ëëçíåò êáé îÝíïõò, õøçëïý åéóïäçìáôéêïý åðéðÝäïõ,
ðïõ åíäéáöÝñïíôáé íá êÜíïõí ìéá óïâáñÞ åðÝíäõóç ðñïâïëÞò óôï íçóß ôçò Ñüäïõ.

ÐÑÏÓÖÅÑÏÕÌÅ:  Á) Õðçñåóßåò êáé ðëçñïöïñßåò ðïõ ãßíïíôáé óå ðñïóùðéêü åðßðåäï
ìå å÷åìýèåéá, äéáêñéôéêüôçôá êáé óïâáñüôçôá.

Â) ÌåãÜëç ãêÜìá õøçëÞò ðïéüôçôáò áêéíÞôùí, üðùò: 1) Îåíïäï÷åßá Á� êáé Â� êáôçãïñßáò
ôùí 600-500-350-300 êëéíþí 2) ÊåíôñéêÜ áóôéêÜ áêßíçôá êáôÜëëçëá ãéá ÔñÜðåæåò -
êáôáóôÞìáôá-ãñáöåßá 3) ÐáñáëéáêÝò åêôÜóåéò, êáôÜëëçëåò ãéá ôïõñéóôéêÝò åðåíäýóåéò ôùí
150.000-100.000-70.000-50.000-36.000 ô.ì. êáé 4) Äéáìåñßóìáôá êáé ìåæïíÝôåò ðñïâïëÞò.

ÓÔÏ×ÏÓ ÌÁÓ ÅÉÍÁÉ: Íá ðñïóöÝñïõìå óôï áãïñáóôéêü ìáò êïéíü  õøçëÞò ðïéüôçôáò
áêßíçôá êáé åõêáéñßåò óôï íçóß ôçò Ñüäïõ. Ç åéêïóéðåíôáåôÞò êáé ðëÝïí ðåßñá ìáò óôïí ôïìÝá
áõôü áðïôåëåß åããýçóç.

a. A´ and B´ class hotels (600, 500, 350, 300 beds capacity).
b. Centrally situated office buildings and other business premises.
c. Seaside land, ideal for development (hotels, holiday resorts, etc.), of 150.000,

100.000, 70.000, 50.000, 36.000 sq.m.
d. Luxury apartments, maisonettes, detached, semi-detached and terraced houses.
Our aim is to give our clients the opportunity to acquire value for money, first class

real estate on Rhodes. Our 25-year-old experience in Real Estate is our warranty.
Our motto is: Invest in Rhodes. Invest in property. It stands the test of time.

TOP PROPERTIES and George S. Pipinos � Because we know better!
Ä Ä Ä

ÓÕÍÈÇÌÁ ÌÁÓ ÅÉÍÁÉ:
Åðåíäýóôå óôç ÑÏÄÏ ÔÙÑÁ, óå áêßíçôá

ðïõ ÁÍÔÅ×ÏÕÍ ÓÔÏ ×ÑÏÍÏ

Ãåþñãéïò Ó. Ðéðßíïò
ÌÅÓÉÔÇÓ ÁÓÔÉÊÙÍ ÓÕÌÂÁÓÅÙÍ

Ãéáôß åìåßò ãíùñßæïõìå êáëýôåñá!

åðñáãìáôïðïéÞèç, êáé ôçí åðß ãÞò
åéñÞíçí, Þôéò êáé áôõ÷þò, ðñïóäïêÜôáé
áêüìç, äéüôé ïé Üíèñùðïé äåí áðåäÝ÷-
èçóáí ôï åéñçíïðïéüí êÞñõãìá Áõôïý,
éêåôåýóáìåí áðü êïéíïý äéáêáþò ôïí
Êýñéïí üðùò ÷áñßóçôáé ôç áíèñùðüôçôé
ôçí åéñÞíçí êáé ôçí óõíåñãáóßáí.

ÐáñáëëÞëùò áðåõèýíïìåí Ýêêëçóéí
ðñïò üëïõò ôïõ êáëÞò ðñïèÝóåùò áíèñþ-
ðïõò ôçò ãÞò üðùò åñãáóèïýí äéÜ ôçí
åéñçíéêÞí óõíåñãáóßáí êáé ôçí åéñçíéêÞí
åðßëõóéí ôùí áíèñùðßíùí äéáöïñþí, êáé
ðáñáêáëïýìåí ôïõò ðéóôïýò ÷ñéóôéáíïýò
üðùò åíôåßíïõí ôáò ðñïóåõ÷Üò ôùí õðÝñ
ôïõ êüóìïõ êáé õðÝñ ôçò åíþóåùò ôùí
Åêêëçóéþí>.

Ôï ìÞíõìá êáôáëåßãåé ìå ôç äéáðß-
óôùóç ôùí áñßóôùí ó÷Ýóåùí ðïõ õðÜñ-
÷ïõí ìåôáîý ôùí Ðáôñéáñ÷åßùí Êùíóôá-
íôéíïõðüëåùò êáé Áíôéï÷åßáò êáé óôçí
ìáêñáßùíá åéñçíéêÞ óõíåñãáóßá ôïõò.

Íá óçìåéùèåß üôé óôçí Áíôéü÷åéá Þôáí
ç áñ÷áßá Ýäñá ôïõ Ðáôñéáñ÷åßïõ Áíôéï-
÷åßáò ìÝ÷ñé ôï 13ï áéþíá üôáí ôï 1267 ïé
Ìáìåëïýêïé êáôÝóôñåøáí ôçí áðåéñü-
êáëëç Áíôéü÷åéá <ôçí ðáëáéüèåí Åëëçíßäá
ðüëéí>, üðùò ôçí ýìíçóå ï ÊáâÜöçò. Ãéá
ôïí ëüãï áõôü, Ýêôïôå, ç Ýäñá ôïõ
Ðáôñéáñ÷åßïõ ìåôáöÝñèçêå óôçí Äáìá-
óêü ôçò Óõñßáò.

Åêåß óôçí Áíôéü÷åéá áñ÷ßæïõí áðïêá-
ëïýíôáé ×ñéóôéáíïß ïé ðéóôåýïíôåò óôï
×ñéóôü.

Ïé Ïñèüäïîïé ñùìéïß ôçò Áíôéü÷åéáò,

áñáâüöùíïé, óÞìåñá áñéèìïýí ãýñù óôéò
2.000, åíþ óôçí åõñýôåñç ðåñéï÷Þ ôçò
åðáñ÷ßáò ×áôÜû, üðïõ óõìðåñéëáì-
âÜíåôáé êáé ç ÁëåîáíäñÝôôá, ïé Ïñèüäïîïé,
öèÜíïõí ãýñù óôéò 17.000 êáé ëåéôïõñ-
ãïýí 5 åêêëçóßåò.

Ïé äýï ÐáôñéÜñ÷åò ìåôÜ ôéò åêäçëþ-
óåéò óôçí Áíôéü÷åéá åðÝóôñåøáí óôçí
Êùíóôáíôéíïýðïëç. ÊáôÜ ôï áðï÷áéñå-
ôéóôÞñéï ãåýìá óôï ÖáíÜñé, ï ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò
Âáñèïëïìáßïò áðåõèõíüìåíïò óôïí
ÐáôñéÜñ÷ç Áíôéï÷åßáò ôïõ åßðå: íá ìç
ëçóìïíåß üôé ç Êùíóôáíôéíïýðïëç ôïí
áíáìÝíåé êáé ðÜëé.

Áíôáðáíôþíôáò ï ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò Áíôéï-
÷åßáò óôïí ÐáôñéÜñ÷ç Âáñèïëïìáßï
ôüíéóå ìåôáîý Üëëùí: <Êáé ç Êùíóôáíôé-
íïýðïëç íá ìç ëçóìïíåß üôé ðñÝðåé íá
åßíáé ðÜíôá åäþ êáé ðÜíôá ç ðñþôç.
Åõ÷üìåèá ç åäþ ðáñïõóßá ôçò íá Ý÷åé
èåôéêüôåñç åîÝëçîç>.

ëùí öïñÝùí ïé ïðïßïé ôüíéóáí üôé ï
áãþíáò èá óõíå÷éóôåß ùò ôçí åðßôåõîç
ìéáò äßêáéçò ëýóçò êáé êÜëåóáí ôéò ÇÐÁ
íá åðéäåßîïõí êáé óôçí ðåñßðôùóç ôçò
Êýðñïõ ôçí ßäéá åõáéóèçóßá ðïõ åðÝ-
äåéîáí ãéá ôï óåâáóìü ôùí áíèñùðßíùí
äéêáéùìÜôùí óôï ÊïóóõöïðÝäéï.

Óå ìÞíõìÜ ôïõ, ôï ïðïßï ìåôÝöåñå ï
Èåïö. Åðßóêïðïò ÎÜíèïõ ê. ÄçìÞôñéïò,
ï Óåâ. Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò ÁìåñéêÞò ê. Óðõñß-
äùí óôéãìÜôéóå ôç óõóôçìáôéêÞ óýëçóç,
êáôáóôñïöÞ êáé åîÜëåéøç êÜèå ß÷íïõò
÷ñéóôéáíéêÞò êáé åëëçíéêÞò ðïëéôéóôéêÞò
êëçñïíïìéÜò óôçí êáôå÷üìåíç Âüñåéá
Êýðñï ôïíßæïíôáò üôé «óÞìåñá ...ïé
óêÝøåéò ìáò óôñÝöïíôáé ó�üëïõò
åêåßíïõò ðïõ ìáñôýñçóáí, Ý÷áóáí
ôç æùÞ ôïõò Þ åîáöáíßóèçêáí ôá
ß÷íç ôïõò êáôÜ ôç äéÜñ-
êåéá ôçò åéêïóéðå-
íôÜ÷ñïíçò êôçíþäïõò
êáôï÷Þò, êáé ...ìå èÜñ-
ñïò êáé ôüëìç æçôïýìå
áðü ôïõò çãÝôåò ìáò
ôçí áðïêáôÜóôáóç ôçò
íïìéìüôçôáò êáé ôçò
äéêáéïóýíçò óôçí
Êýðñï».

Ç äéáäÞëùóç ðñáã-
ìáôïðïéÞèçêå ìéá ìÝñá
ìåôÜ ôçí áðïóôïëÞ åðé-
óôïëÞò ôïõ ÇALO (Hel-
lenic American Leaders &
Organizations) ðñïò ôïí
Ðñüåäñï Êëßíôïí ðïõ õðïãñÜöåôáé áðü
ôïí Óåâ. Áñ÷éåðßóêïðï ÁìåñéêÞò Óðõñß-
äùíá êáé, ãéá ðñþôç öïñÜ óôçí éóôïñßá
ôçò ÏìïãÝíåéáò, óõíõðïãñÜöåôå áðü
ðáñÜãïíôåò êáé åêðñïóþðïõò ïìïãå-
íåéáêþí ïñãáíþóåùí ÁìåñéêÞò

Óôçí ðñïóùðéêÞ åðéóôïëÞ ôïõ, ðïõ
óõíüäåõå ôç óõëëïãéêÞ åðéóôïëÞ-äéÜâçìá
ôïõ HALO, ï Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò èÝôåé óôïí ê.
Êëßíôïí ôï åñþôçìá «ãéá ðüóï áêüìç ï
ëáüò ôçò Êýðñïõ èá ðñÝðåé íá õðïìÝíåé
ôçí ðáñÜíïìç, Üäéêç êáôï÷Þ êáé äéáßñåóç
ôçò ðáôñßäáò ôïõ, ôç âåâÞëùóç êáé ôç
ëåçëáóßá ôùí ÷þñùí ëáôñåßáò ôïõ, ôç
óõóôçìáôéêÞ êáôáóôñïöÞ ôçò ðáíÜñ-
÷áéçò èñçóêåõôéêÞò êáé ðïëéôéóôéêÞò ôïõ
êëçñïíïìéÜò;»

Áöïý õðåíèõìßæåé óôïí ê. Êëßíôïí ôçí
ðñüóöáôç äñÜóç ôïõ õðÝñ ôùí äåéíïðá-
èïýíôùí êáôïßêùí ôïõ Êïóóõöïðåäßïõ,
ðïõ ôïí Ý÷åé áíáäåßîåé óå êõñßáñ÷ï çãÝôç
ôçò óçìåñéíÞò ðáãêüóìéáò ðñáãìáôé-
êüôçôáò, ï Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò áíÜìåóá óô�
Üëëá ôïíßæåé: «Êýñéå Ðñüåäñå, ...Ý÷åôå ìéá
Üíåõ ðñïçãïõìÝíïõ åõêáéñßá íá ìåóïëá-
âÞóåôå ãéá ôçí åðßôåõîç ìéáò óõìöùíßáò
ðñïò üöåëïò ôïõ êáôáðéåóìÝíïõ ëáïý ôçò
Êýðñïõ... Èá Þèåëá ëïéðüí ôþñá íá óáò
æçôÞóù íá åêìåôáëëåõèåßôå ôçí ìïíáäéêÞ
áõôÞ éóôïñéêÞ åõêáéñßá ðïõ óáò ðñïóöÝ-
ñåôáé ðñáãìáôïðïéþíôáò ôï êïñõöáßï
åðßôåõãìá ôçò èçôåßáò óáò: ôïí ôåñìáôé-
óìü ôçò äéáìÜ÷çò êáé ôçí áðáñ÷Þ ìéáò
óôáèåñÞò åéñÞíçò óôçí Êýðñï».

Óôçí åðéóôïëÞ ôïõ HALO ðñïò ôïí
Ðñüåäñï Êëßíôïí, ðïõ óõíõðïãñÜöåôå
áðü 62 ðáñÜãïíôåò êáé åêðñïóþðïõò
ïñãáíéóìþí ôçò ÅëëçíïáìåñéêáíéêÞò
êïéíüôçôáò, ôïíßæïíôáé ôá åîÞò:

«ÌåôÜ ôç äñÜóç ôïõ ÍÁÔÏ óôï
ÊïóóõöïðÝäéï, ç äéáßñåóç ôçò Êýðñïõ
äåí ìðïñåß ðëÝïí íá ôïðïèåôåßôáé áðü ôéò
ÇÐÁ Þ ôç äéåèíÞ êïéíüôçôá óôï ðåñéèþñéï
ôùí åîåëßîåùí. ¸÷åé Ýñèåé ç þñá ãéá ôç
äéêáßùóç êáé ôçò Êýðñïõ.

Ç åðßëõóç ôïõ Êõðñéáêïý ðñïâëÞ-
ìáôïò, ðÝñá áðü ôçí áðïêáôÜóôáóç ôùí
åëåõèåñéþí êáé ôùí áíèñùðßíùí äéêáéù-
ìÜôùí ôïõ ëáïý ôçò Êýðñïõ, èá äéáóöá-
ëßóåé êáé ôá áìåñéêáíéêÜ óõìöÝñïíôá
áóöÜëåéáò óôçí ðåñéï÷Þ. Ìéá äßêáéç êáé
âéþóéìç ëýóç ôïõ Êõðñéáêïý èá óõì-
âÜëëåé óçìáíôéêÜ óôçí åäñáßùóç ôçò
åéñÞíçò êáé ôçò áóöÜëåéáò óôçí åõáßóèçôç

ðåñéï÷Þ ôçò ÁíáôïëéêÞò Ìåóïãåßïõ,
êáèþò êáé óôç âåëôßùóç ôùí ó÷Ýóåùí
ìåôáîý ÅëëÜäáò êáé Ôïõñêßáò, ÷ùñþí
óõììÜ÷ùí ôùí ÇÐÁ.

Óýìöùíá ìå äçëþóåéò Áìåñéêáíþí
áîéùìáôïý÷ùí ðïõ äéáäñáìÜôéóáí çãåôé-
êü ñüëï óôï ÊïóóõöïðÝäéï, ç äñÜóç ôùí
ÇÐÁ êáé ôïõ ÍÁÔÏ áðïóêïðïýóå óôçí
ðñïÜóðéóç ôùí áíèñùðßíùí äéêáéù-
ìÜôùí êáé åéäéêÜ ôçò åðéóôñïöÞò ôùí
ðñïóöýãùí óôéò ðáôñïãïíéêÝò åóôßåò
ôïõò, êÜôù áðü óõíèÞêåò áîéïðñÝðåéáò,
åéñÞíçò êáé áóöÜëåéáò. ÖõóéêÜ ïé ßäéåò
áñ÷Ýò èá Ýðñåðå íá éó÷ýïõí êáé óôçí
ðåñßðôùóç ôçò Êýðñïõ, åéäéêÜ óôï èÝìá
ôçò ðáñÜíïìçò åêôüðéóçò ôïõ Åëëçíï-
êõðñéáêïý ðëçèõóìïý áðü ôéò ðåñéï-

÷Ýò ðïõ âñßóêïíôáé ôþñá õðü ôçí
êáôï÷Þ ôùí ôïõñêéêþí óôñá-

ôåõìÜôùí.
Ç áìåñéêáíéêÞ ðáñÝì-

âáóç êáé åéäéêüôåñá ç äéêÞ
óáò ðñïóùðéêÞ áíÜìåéîç
óõíÝâáëå óôçí åõüäùóç
ôùí ðñïóðáèåéþí åðß-
ôåõîçò åéñÞíçò óôç Âüñåéá
Éñëáíäßá êáé óôç ÌÝóç
ÁíáôïëÞ. Åßìáóôå ðåðåé-
óìÝíïé üôé ìå ôç äÝïõóá
ðñïóï÷Þ êáé áðïöáóé-
óôéêüôçôá, ïé ÇÐÁ ìðï-
ñïýí íá ðáßîïõí êáèï-
ñéóôéêü ñüëï óôéò ðñïó-
ðÜèåéåò åðßôåõîçò ìéáò
äßêáéçò, âéþóéìçò êáé åéñç-
íéêÞò åðßëõóçò ôïõ Êõ-

ðñéáêïý ðñïâëÞìáôïò. Ìéá ôÝôïéá äéåõ-
èÝôçóç ôïõ áêáíèþäïõò Êõðñéáêïý
ðñïâëÞìáôïò ðñÝðåé íá âáóßæåôáé óôéò
áñ÷Ýò ôïõ äéåèíïýò äéêáßïõ.

ÂÜóåé ôçò åðáíåéëçììÝíùò åêðåöñá-
óèåßóáò åðéèõìßáò óáò íá óõìâÜëåôå óå
ìéá äßêáéç ëýóç, åëðßæïõìå üôé êáôÜ ôç
äéÜñêåéá ôçò õðüëïéðçò èçôåßáò óáò èá
åðéëçöèåßôå ðñïóùðéêÜ êáé åíåñãÜ ôïõ
üëïõ æçôÞìáôïò.

Ðéóôåýïõìå üôé õðÜñ÷ïõí óÞìåñá ïé
óõíèÞêåò åðßëõóçò ôïõ Êõðñéáêïý, ïé
ðáñÜìåôñïé ôçò ïðïßáò Þäç õðÜñ÷ïõí
óôá ó÷åôéêÜ øçößóìáôá ôïõ ÏÇÅ, êáèþò
êáé óôá õøçëïý åðéðÝäïõ øçößóìáôá ôïõ
1977 êáé 1979.

...Ó� åóÜò åíáðüêåéôáé, ê. Ðñüåäñå, íá
åêìåôáëëåõèåßôå ôçí åõêáéñßá ãéá íá äïèåß
ôÝëïò óôçí ôñáãéêÞ äéáßñåóç ôçò Êýðñïõ
êáé íá ðñïóöåñèåß Ýíá êáëýôåñï êáé
ëáìðñüôåñï ìÝëëïí óôï ëáü ôçò Êýðñïõ
êáé óôá ðáéäéÜ ôïõ, ̧ ëëçíåò êáé Ôïýñêïõò.
Ìéá äéåõèÝôçóç ôïõ Êõðñéáêïý èá
åðéôñÝøåé óôçí Êýðñï íá îáíáãßíåé Ýíá
ëáìðñü ðáñÜäåéãìá ôïõ êüóìïõ ðïõ
ïñáìáôßæåóèå óõ÷íÜ óôéò äçëþóåéò óáò,
åíüò êüóìïõ ðïõ èá âáóßæåôáé óôéò áñ÷Ýò
ôçò öõëåôéêÞò èñçóêåõôéêÞò áíï÷Þò, ôïõ
ðïëõðïëéôéóìïý, ôçò äçìïêñáôßáò êáé ôïõ
óåâáóìïý ôùí áíèñùðßíùí äéêáéù-
ìÜôùí».

ÅîÜëëïõ, óôá ðëáßóéá ôùí åêäçëþ-
óåùí ìíÞìçò êáé áðüôéóçò öüñïõ ôéìÞò,
óôéò 18 Éïõëßïõ ôåëÝóèçêå óôïí êáôÜìåóôï
áðü ðéóôïýò êáé åðéóÞìïõò Êáèåäñéêü
Íáü ôçò Áãßáò ÔñéÜäïò ÍÝáò Õüñêçò åéäéêÞ
åðéìíçìüóõíç äÝçóç õðÝñ ôïõ ìáêáñé-
óôïý Áñ÷éåðéóêüðïõ Ìáêáñßïõ Ã´, ðñþ-
ôïõ ÐñïÝäñïõ ôçò ÊõðñéáêÞò Äçìï-
êñáôßáò, êáé ôùí èõìÜôùí ôçò ÊõðñéáêÞò
ôñáãùäßáò, ðñïåîÜñ÷ïíôïò ôïõ Óåâ.
Áñ÷éåðéóêüðïõ ÁìåñéêÞò.

Ìå ìåóôÞ ïìéëßá ôïõ óôï åêêëç-
óßáóìá, ï Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò Óðõñßäùí
áíáöÝñèçêå óôá êáôáóôñåðôéêÜ áðïôå-
ëÝóìáôá ôçò åéêïóéðåíôÜ÷ñïíçò ðáñÜ-
íïìçò êáôï÷Þò ôïíßæïíôáò éäéáßôåñá ôçí
áíÜãêç êëéìÜêùóçò ôùí ðéÝóåùí ðñïò
ôçí áìåñéêáíéêÞ êõâÝñíçóç êáé ôç äéåèíÞ
êïéíüôçôá ãéá ôçí åðßôåõîç ìéáò äßêáéçò
åðßëõóçò ôïõ Êõðñéáêïý ðñïâëÞìáôïò.
Óå áíÜëïãï ðíåýìá Þôáí êáé ç ïìéëßá ôïõ
Ãåíéêïý ÐñïîÝíïõ ôçò Êýðñïõ ÐáíôåëÞ
ÇëéÜäç ðïõ áêïëïýèçóå óôç óõíÝ÷åéá.
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ÊåöÜëáéï 1.  ÇÈÉÊÏ: Åðéôõ÷ßåò êáé áäõíáìßåò
Ç ÅðéôñïðÞ äéáðßóôùóå, üôé õðÜñ÷åé áêüìç Ýäáöïò

ãéá áéóéïäïîßá. Ïé ïìéëçôÝò óôéò äçìüóéåò áêñïÜóåéò ðïõ
ïñãáíþóáìå, åîÝöñáóáí üëïé ôçí áðïöáóéóôéêüôçôá íá
óõìâÜëïõí óôç äéáôÞñçóç ôçò åëëçíéêÞò ðïëéôéóôéêÞò
ôáõôüôçôáò. ×åéñïêñïôÞèçêáí óõ÷íÜ ïìéëçôÝò ðïõ ìå
õðåñçöÜíåéá áíáöÝñèçêáí óôçí äéäáóêáëßá �ôçò äüîáò
ðïõ åßíáé ï Åëëçíéóìüò�.

Ìáò ÷áñïðïßçóáí, åîÜëëïõ, ðïëëÝò ìáñôõñßåò ãéá
ôçí åðéôõ÷Þ äéäáóêáëßá ôçò ãëþóóáò êáé Üëëåò ðïõ
áíáöÝñïíôáí óå ãïíåßò ðïõ óôçñßæïõí ôá åëëçíéêÜ
ó÷ïëåßá êáé ðéóôåýïõí óôçí ðïéüôçôÜ ôïõò. Ìáò åíôõðù-
óßáóå ôï åíäéáöÝñïí êáé ç èåñìÞ áôìüóöáéñá ðïõ Ý÷ïõí
äçìéïõñãÞóåé ôï äéäáêôéêü ðñïóùðéêü êáé ç äéïßêçóç
ðïëëþí ó÷ïëåßùí ðïõ åðéóêåöèÞêáìå, êáèþò êáé ç
Üñéóôç ó÷Ýóç áíÜìåóá óå ìáèçôÝò êáé åêðáéäåõôéêïýò,
ç åîáéñåôéêÜ êáëÞ äéáãùãÞ ôùí ðáéäéþí êáé ïé Ýîõðíåò
áðáíôÞóåéò ðïõ Ýäéíáí ôéò ðåñéóóüôåñåò öïñÝò óôéò
åñùôÞóåéò ìáò.

Ç áôìüóöáéñá ôçò áéóéïäïîßáò åßíáé áðïôÝëåóìá ôçò
áñìïíéêÞò óõíåñãáóßáò üëùí ôùí áôüìùí óå êÜèå
êïéíüôçôá: ôïõ éåñÝá, ôùí åêðáéäåõôéêþí êáé ôùí ãïíÝùí.
Óå áõôÝò ôéò ðåñéðôþóåéò, ï áíôßêôõðïò óôïõò ìáèçôÝò
åßíáé, ùò ãíùóôü,  èåôéêüò. Ãéá ðáñÜäåéãìá, üôáí
ïñãáíþíåôáé ìéÜ áíïé÷ôÞ êïéíïôéêÞ óõãêÝíôñùóç, ïé
ìáèçôÝò Ý÷ïõí ôçí åõêáéñßá íá åðéäåßîïõí ü,ôé Ý÷ïõí
ìÜèåé êáé íá áðïóðÜóïõí ôïí Ýðáéíï ôùí ãïíÝùí ôïõò
êáé Üëëùí ìåëþí ôçò êïéíüôçôáò. Äåí õðÜñ÷åé áðïôåëåó-
ìáôéêüôåñç ìÝèïäïò ðñïóÝëêõóçò íÝùí ìáèçôþí áðü
åêåßíç, üðïõ ôá ðáéäéÜ, óõíåðáñìÝíá, ðñïâÜëëïõí ìå
õðåñçöÜíåéá ôéò ãíþóåéò êáé ôá åðéôåýãìáôÜ ôïõò.
¼ðùò áíÝöåñå ï äéåõèõíôÞò åíüò ó÷ïëåßïõ óôçí
ÅðéôñïðÞ, �ïé ìáèçôÝò áõôïß Ý÷ïõí äéáìïñöþóåé ìéÜ
èåôéêÞ åéêüíá ãéá ôçí åèíéêÞ ôïõò ôáõôüôçôá, îÝñïõí
ðïéïé åßíáé�.

Åî Üëëïõ, ç ÅðéôñïðÞ äéáðßóôùóå, üôé õðÜñ÷ïõí êáé
ðïëëïß ëüãïé ðïõ ïäçãïýí óå ðñïâëçìáôéóìü. ¹ôáí
äéÜ÷õôç ç áßóèçóç, üôé éóôïñéêÜ ç Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞ äåí
Ýäùóå ðÜíôïôå åðáñêÞ ðñïôåñáéüôçôá óôçí åêðáéäåõ-
ôéêÞ ôçò áðïóôïëÞ. Åðß ðëÝïí ìáò áíáöÝñèçêå, üôé
ìåñéêïß éåñåßò äåí ðéóôåýïõí óôï ñüëï ôçò åëëçíéêÞò
ãëùóóéêÞò åêðáßäåõóçò êáé ìåñéêÝò öïñÝò äåí ìéëïýí ïýôå
êáé ïé ßäéïé êáëÜ åëëçíéêÜ. ¼ôáí ï éåñÝáò ôçò êïéíüôçôáò
åíäéáöÝñåôáé ðñáãìáôéêÜ ãéá ôïí åëëçíéêü ðïëéôéóìü êáé
åßíáé êáëüò ãíþóôçò ôçò åëëçíéêÞò ãëþóóáò, ìðïñåß íá
åîåýñåé ôïõò ðüñïõò êáé íá êáôáñôßóåé ôá áðáñáßôçôá
ðñïãñÜììáôá ãéá ôçí ðñïþèçóç ôçò äéäáóêáëßáò ôùí
åëëçíéêþí.

Áíôßèåôá, éåñåßò ðïõ äåí ìðïñïýí íá ÷ñçóéìï-
ðïéÞóïõí áðïôåëåóìáôéêÜ ôçí åëëçíéêÞ ãëþóóá óôç
ëáôñåßá, óôá êçñýãìáôÜ ôïõò êáé óôéò ãåíéêüôåñåò
óõæçôÞóåéò êáé Ý÷ïõí áñíçôéêÞ óôÜóç Ýíáíôé óôïí
åëëçíéêü ðïëéôéóìü, ïäçãïýí óôï áíôßèåôï áðïôÝëåóìá:
åßíáé äõíáôü íá äé÷Üóïõí ôçí êïéíüôçôá óôï ãëùóóéêü
æÞôçìá, ìå áðïôÝëåóìá íá áôïíÞóåé ôá÷ýôáôá ôï
åíäéáöÝñïí ãéá ôçí åëëçíéêÞ ãëþóóá êáé ôïí åëëçíéêü
ðïëéôéóìü óôïí êïéíïôéêü ôïõò ÷þñï.

Ïé åêðáéäåõôéêïß ÷ñåéÜæïíôáé ìåãáëýôåñç çèéêÞ
õðïóôÞñéîç áðü ôçí Åêêëçóßá êáé ðåñéóóüôåñç
áíáãíþñéóç ôùí õðçñåóéþí ôïõò. Óå ðïëëÝò ðåñéðôþ-
óåéò äïêéìÜæïõí áðïãïÞôåõóç, åðåéäÞ óõíõðÜñ÷ïõí
óôçí ßäéá ôÜîç ìáèçôÝò ðïõ ìéëïýí åëëçíéêÜ êáé ìáèçôÝò
ðïõ äåí Ý÷ïõí êáìéÜ åëëçíéêÞ ãëùóóéêÞ ãíþóç. Óå êÜèå
ðåñßðôùóç, ðéóôåýïõí üôé ïé áìïéâÝò ôïõò åßíáé öïâåñÜ
÷áìçëÝò. Åðßóçò, ôïõò ðñïâëçìáôßæåé ï ðåñéïñéóìÝíïò
áñéèìüò ôùí ùñþí äéäáóêáëßáò, ç Ýëëåéøç êáôÜëëçëïõ
äéäáêôéêïý õëéêïý êáé ç áäéáöïñßá ôùí ãïíÝùí.

Ç ÅðéôñïðÞ äïêßìáóå áðïãïÞôåõóç, áêïýãïíôáò
ôïõò åêðáéäåõôéêïýò êáé ôïõò éåñåßò íá êáôáããÝëëïõí ôçí
áäéáöïñßá ôçò ìåãÜëçò ðëåéïíüôçôáò ôùí Åëëçíï-
áìåñéêáíþí ãïíÝùí ðïõ äåí óôÝëíïõí ôá ðáéäéÜ ôïõò óå
åëëçíéêÜ ó÷ïëåßá êáé ðïõ öáßíåôáé íá ìçí ðéóôåýïõí óôçí
áîßá ôçò äéäáóêáëßáò ôçò åëëçíéêÞò ãëþóóáò. Óå ìéá áðü
ôéò äçìüóéåò áêñïÜóåéò áíáöÝñèçêå áêüìá êáé ôï
ãåãïíüò, üôé ïé ðñïóÞëõôïé äåß÷íïõí óõ÷íÜ ìåãáëýôåñï
åíäéáöÝñïí ãéá ôéò åëëçíéêÝò óðïõäÝò áðü ôïõò
Åëëçíïáìåñéêáíïýò.

¸íáò Üëëïò ëüãïò ðñïâëçìáôéóìïý åßíáé ç Ýëëåéøç
áõôïðåðïßèçóçò ôùí Åëëçíïáìåñéêáíþí ìáèçôþí, ïé
ïðïßïé áéóèÜíïíôáé ìåéïíåêôéêÜ Ýíáíôé óôïõò åëëçíüöù-
íïõò ìáèçôÝò ðïõ ìüëéò Ý÷ïõí Ýñèåé áðü ôçí ÅëëÜäá.
Ðñïóðáèþíôáò íá áîéïëïãÞóïõìå ôïõò ëüãïõò ãéá ôï

ìåéùìÝíï åíäéáöÝñïí ôùí ìáèçôþí ùò ðñïò ôçí
åêìÜèçóç ôçò åëëçíéêÞò ãëþóóáò, åîåôÜóáìå ôéò
áíôéäñÜóåéò ôùí ìáèçôþí ôïõ ãõìíáóßïõ óå èÝìáôá ðïõ
ó÷åôßæïíôáé ìå ôçí åêðáßäåõóÞ ôïõò êáé ìå ôçí åëëçíéêÞ
ãëþóóá. Óå Ýíá ó÷ïëåßï, ïé ìáèçôÝò ðáñÝìåéíáí
óéùðçëïß, ìç ìðïñþíôáò íá áðáíôÞóïõí óå êáìßá áðü
ôéò åñùôÞóåéò ìáò. Áíôéëáìâáíüìáóèå, üôé áõôü äåß÷íåé
ôçí Ýëëåéøç ðñáãìáôéêïý åíäéáöÝñïíôïò åê ìÝñïõò ôùí
ßäéùí ôùí ìáèçôþí, ãåãïíüò ðïõ áðïäåéêíýåé ìå ôç óåéñÜ
ôïõ ôçí áðïôõ÷ßá ôïõ ó÷ïëåßïõ áõôïý íá ðåßóåé ôïõò
ìáèçôÝò ôïõ ãéá ôç óðïõäáéüôçôá ôçò ìåëÝôçò ôùí
åëëçíéêþí.

ÃåíéêÜ, ôá áíùôÝñù ðñïâëÞìáôá ðñïêáëïýí
óêåðôéêéóìü, áêüìá êáé áðïèÜññõíóç.

ÐñïôÜóåéò:
Óå ðáíáìåñéêáíéêü åðßðåäï
� 1.1 Ç Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞ èá ðñÝðåé íá áíáæçôÞóåé

êáôáëëçëüôåñïõò ôñüðïõò, ìå ôïõò ïðïßïõò íá
áðïäåéêíýåôáé Ýìðñáêôá ôï áìÝñéóôï åíäéáöÝñïí ôçò
ãéá ôç äéäáóêáëßá ôçò åëëçíéêÞò ãëþóóáò êáé ôïõ
åëëçíéêïý ðïëéôéóìïý.

� 1.2 Ïé öïéôçôÝò ôçò ÈåïëïãéêÞò Ó÷ïëÞò êáé
ìÝëëïíôåò éåñåßò ðñÝðåé íá ðáñáêïëïõèïýí õðï÷ñåùôéêÜ
åíôáôéêÜ ìáèÞìáôá åëëçíéêÞò ãëþóóáò êáôÜ ôï áñ÷éêü
óôÜäéï ôùí óðïõäþí ôïõò êáé, áí åßíáé äõíáôü, íá
õðçñåôÞóïõí ùò âïçèïß óå êÜðïéá åíïñßá óôçí ÅëëÜäá
êáôÜ ôç äéÜñêåéá ôùí óðïõäþí ôïõò Þ áìÝóùò ìåôÜ ôï
ðÝñáò ôïõò.

� 1.3 Ç Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞ ðñÝðåé íá ïñßóåé îå÷ùñéóôü
ßäñõìá, üðïõ èá ãßíåôáé ç ðñïåôïéìáóßá ôþí äáóêÜëùí
ôçò åëëçíéêÞò êáé ç åðéìüñöùóÞ ôïõò óå Üëëïõò
ó÷åôéêïýò êáé åéäéêïýò ôïìåßò.

� 1.4 ÐñïêåéìÝíïõ íá ôïíùèåß ç áõôïðåðïßèçóç ôùí
ìáèçôþí êáé ç áîéïðéóôßá ôïõ ðñïãñÜììáôïò äéäá-
óêáëßáò, ç Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞ ðñÝðåé íá áðïíÝìåé äßðëùìá
óôá ðáéäéÜ ðïõ ôåëåéþíïõí ôçí üãäïç ôÜîç êáé ðåñíïýí
ìå åðéôõ÷ßá ìéá ãëùóóéêÞ  åîÝôáóç.

� 1.5 Ï �Ïñèüäïîïò ÐáñáôçñçôÞò� ðñÝðåé íá
äéáèÝôåé, üóï ðéï óõ÷íÜ ãßíåôáé, ìßá óåëßäá áöéåñùìÝíç
óôçí åëëçíéêÞ ðáéäåßá, óôçí ïðïßá èá äçìïóéåýïíôáé
äåßãìáôá åêèÝóåùí êáé æùãñáöéêÞò áðü ìáèçôÝò
äéáöüñùí ôÜîåùí.

Óå ôïðéêü åðßðåäï
� 1.6 Óôçí áñ÷Þ ôçò ó÷ïëéêÞò ÷ñïíéÜò êÜèå ó÷ïëåßï

èá ðñÝðåé íá ïñãáíþíåé ìéÜ áíïé÷ôÞ óõãêÝíôñùóç, óôçí
ïðïßá èá êáëåß ôïõò ãïíåßò íá ãíùñßóïõí ôïõò
åêðáéäåõôéêïýò êáé ìåñéêïýò áðü ôïõò áðïöïßôïõò ôïõ
êáé íá åíçìåñùèïýí ãéá ôï ó÷ïëéêü ðñüãñáììá.  Ìå ôçí
åõêáéñßá áõôÞ ïé ãïíåßò èá ìðïñïýí íá äéáðéóôþóïõí
ôéò ãíþóåéò ôùí áðïöïßôùí ìÝóá áðü áðáããåëßåò,
óýíôïìá èåáôñéêÜ Ýñãá, óêåôò êáé Üëëïõò ôñüðïõò.

� 1.7 Ôá ó÷ïëåßá èá ðñÝðåé íá æçôÞóïõí ôç
óõììåôï÷Þ ôùí ãïíÝùí ãéá ôçí ðñïóÝëêõóç íÝùí
ìáèçôþí ìå âÜóç ôï óýíèçìá �Ï êáèÝíáò ìáò áò
ðñïóåããßóåé êÜðïéïí Üëëïí�.

� 1.8 Óôç äéÜñêåéá ôçò ó÷ïëéêÞò ÷ñïíéÜò êÜèå ó÷ïëåßï
èá ðñÝðåé íá ïñãáíþíåé åêäçëþóåéò, óôéò ïðïßåò èá
óõììåôÝ÷ïõí Üôïìá áíôéðñïóùðåõôéêÜ ôùí äéáöüñùí
åðáããåëìÜôùí êáé ôå÷íþí, ðïõ èá åîçãïýí ðþò ç ãíþóç
ôçò åëëçíéêÞò ãëþóóáò åìðëïýôéóå ôçí óôáäéïäñïìßá
ôïõò. Ïé óõæçôÞóåéò áõôÝò èá ìðïñïýóáí, åðßóçò, íá
áíáìåôáäßäïíôáé áðü ôïõò åëëçíéêïýò ñáäéïöùíéêïýò
óôáèìïýò êáé ôá åëëçíéêÜ ôçëåïðôéêÜ ðñïãñÜììáôá.

� 1.9 Ôá ó÷ïëåßá èá ðñÝðåé åðßóçò íá êÜíïõí
ñáäéïöùíéêÝò áíáêïéíþóåéò êáé äéáöçìßóåéò óå ôïðéêÝò
åöçìåñßäåò, þóôå íá ðñïêáëÝóïõí ôï åíäéáöÝñïí ôïõ
êïéíïý.

ÊåöÜëáéï 2.  Ï êáèïñéóôéêüò ñüëïò ôùí ãïíÝùí
Ç åêìÜèçóç ôçò ãëþóóáò óôï ó÷ïëåßï åðéôõã÷Üíåôáé

ðëçñÝóôåñá, üôáí õðïâïçèÜ ôï ðåñéâÜëëïí óôï óðßôé,
êáé ïé ãïíåßò, åëëçíüöùíïé Þ ìç, åíèáññýíïõí ôéò
ðñïóðÜèåéåò ôùí ðáéäéþí ôïõò.

Äõóôõ÷þò, ç ÅðéôñïðÞ Üêïõóå åðáíåéëçììÝíåò
áöçãÞóåéò, óýìöùíá ìå ôéò ïðïßåò ôá ðñïâëÞìáôá ôùí
ó÷ïëåßùí ïöåßëïíôáé, óå ìåãÜëï âáèìü, óå ìç óõíåñãÜ-
óéìïõò Þ áäéÜöïñïõò ãïíåßò ðïõ äåí êáôáâÜëëïõí êáìßá
ðñïóðÜèåéá óôï óðßôé ðñïêåéìÝíïõ ôá ðáéäéÜ ôïõò íá
ìÜèïõí íá ìéëïýí Þ íá êáôáëáâáßíïõí åëëçíéêÜ.

Åßíáé åîáéñåôéêÜ ìéêñü ôï ðïóïóôü ôùí ðáéäéþí ôùí
Åëëçíïáìåñéêáíþí, ðïõ ðçãáßíïõí óå åëëçíéêü ó÷ïëåßï.
Áõôü ïöåßëåôáé óå ðïëëïýò ëüãïõò. Ìáò áíáöÝñèçêå,
üôé óå ïñéóìÝíïõò ìåéêôïýò ãÜìïõò ç öïßôçóç ôùí
ðáéäéþí óå åëëçíéêü ó÷ïëåßï áðïêëåßåôáé áðü �óåâáóìü�
ôïõ/ôçò ¸ëëçíá/Åëëçíßäáò óõæýãïõ ðñïò ôïí/ôçí ìç
¸ëëçíá/Åëëçíßäá óýæõãï, åÜí ü÷é áðü êïéíÞ áäéáöïñßá Þ
êáé áíôáãùíéóôéêÞ ìåôáîý ôïõò äéÜèåóç. ÏñéóìÝíïé ãïíåßò
äåí èÝëïõí íá äéáíýïõí ìåãÜëåò áðïóôÜóåéò ìå
áõôïêßíçôï ãéá íá ïäçãïýí ôá ðáéäéÜ ôïõò óôï ó÷ïëåßï.
¢ëëïé ðÜëé ëÝíå, üôé äåí ìðïñïýí íá ðëçñþóïõí ôá
äßäáêôñá, êõñßùò üôáí Ý÷ïõí ðåñéóóüôåñá áðü Ýíá
ðáéäéÜ. Åðßóçò, õðÜñ÷ïõí ðåñéðôþóåéò ðïõ ôá ðáéäéÜ
óôÝëíïíôáé óôï åëëçíéêü ó÷ïëåßï ãéá íá ðåñíïýí ôçí þñá
ôïõò, óáí íá ðñüêåéôáé ãéá ðáéäéêü óôáèìü.

Áêüìá êáé üôáí ïé ãïíåßò åßíáé óõíåñãÜóéìïé, ðÜëé
äõóêïëåýïíôáé íá äéáôçñÞóïõí ôçí åëëçíéêÞ ãëþóóá óôï
óðßôé. Ôá ðáéäéÜ Ý÷ïõí ôüóá Üëëá áíôáãùíéóôéêÜ
åíäéáöÝñïíôá: ôçëåüñáóç, áèëçôéóìü, óõëëüãïõò êáé
êÜèå Üëëïõ åßäïõò øõ÷áãùãßá ðïõ åðéêáëïýíôáé
óõíÞèùò ïé íÝïé, üôáí èÝëïõí íá áðïöýãïõí ôç ìåëÝôç.

ÅðéðëÝïí, ðïëý óõ÷íÜ ïé ãïíåßò åðéôñÝðïõí óôá
ðáéäéÜ íá áðïõóéÜæïõí áðü ôá ìáèÞìáôá ãéá áðáñÜ-
äåêôïõò ëüãïõò. Áõôü ìåéþíåé ôç óïâáñüôçôá ôïõ
åëëçíéêïý ìáèÞìáôïò êáé áðïèáññýíåé ôüóï ôïõò
åêðáéäåõôéêïýò üóï êáé ôïõò åðéìåëåßò ìáèçôÝò.

¸÷ïíôáò õð� üøç áõôÝò ôéò äõóêïëßåò, ðñÝðåé êáíåßò
íá äåß÷íåé ìåãÜëç ðñïóï÷Þ êáé ëåðôüôçôá óôçí
ðñïóÝããéóç ãïíÝùí ðïõ äåí óôÝëíïõí ôá ðáéäéÜ ôïõò óå
åëëçíéêü ó÷ïëåßï. Óôçí ðåñßðôùóç ôïõ ðïëý óõíçèéó-
ìÝíïõ öáéíüìåíïõ ôùí ìåéêôþí ãÜìùí (ôï 80% ôùí
ãÜìùí ðïõ ôåëÝóèçêáí êáôÜ ôá ôåëåõôáßá Ýôç óå ìßá
áðü ôéò ìåãáëýôåñåò êïéíüôçôåò ðïõ åðéóêåöèÞêáìå,
Þôáí ìåéêôïß), ïé õðÝñìá÷ïé ôçò åëëçíéêÞò åêðáßäåõóçò
ðñÝðåé íá åßíáé éäéáßôåñá ðñïóåêôéêïß, þóôå íá ìçí èßãïõí
ôïí/ôçí ìç-¸ëëçíá/Åëëçíßäá óýæõãï. Ç õðåñåèíéêéóôéêÞ
ðñïóÝããéóç åßíáé ôåëåßùò ëáíèáóìÝíç. Ïé ãïíåßò ðïõ äåí
ìéëïýí åëëçíéêÜ ðñÝðåé íá åõáéóèçôïðïéçèïýí, þóôå íá
ãßíïõí óõíåñãïß óôç äéäáêôéêÞ ðñïóðÜèåéá. ÐñÝðåé íá
áíáãíùñßóïõí ôá ðëåïíåêôÞìáôá, üðùò Üëëùóôå êáé ôá
ðñïâëÞìáôá, ðïõ óõíåðÜãåôáé ç äéãëùóóßá.

ÐñïôÜóåéò:
Óå ðáíáìåñéêáíéêü åðßðåäï
� 2.1 Íá êáôáñôéóèåß åã÷åéñßäéï ãéá ôïõò ãïíåßò ìå

óõìâïõëÝò ãéá ôï ðþò ìðïñïýí íá âïçèÞóïõí ôá ðáéäéÜ
ôïõò óôï óðßôé. Íá óõìðåñéëçöèïýí ó�áõôü êáé ðëçñïöïñßåò
ãéá ôéò ó÷åôéêÝò ðçãÝò ðïõ õðÜñ÷ïõí óôï Äéáäßêôõï.

� 2.2 Íá êáôáñôéóèåß êåßìåíï ìáèçìÜôùí åëëçíéêïý
ðïëéôéóìïý ãéá ôïõò ìç åëëçíüöùíïõò ãïíåßò, ôá ïðïßá
èá äéäÜóêïíôáé óôá áããëéêÜ.

Óå ôïðéêü åðßðåäï
� 2.3 Íá êáôáñôéóèåß óåéñÜ Üñôéá äéáñèñùìÝíùí

ìáèçìÜôùí åëëçíéêÞò ãëþóóáò ãéá ôïõò ìç åëëçíü-
öùíïõò ãïíåßò, êáèþò êáé ãéá ôá ðáéäéÜ ôïõò.

� 2.4 Íá åíèáññýíïíôáé ïé åëëçíïñèüäïîïé ãïíåßò
íá óõììåôÝ÷ïõí óôéò êïéíïôéêÝò åêäçëþóåéò, ðñïêåéìÝíïõ
íá áðïêôÞóïõí ðëçñÝóôåñç ãíþóç ôïõ åëëçíéêïý
ðïëéôéóìïý.

� 2.5 Íá åíèáññýíïíôáé üëïé ïé ãïíåßò, êáé åéäéêüôåñá
áõôïß ðïõ Ý÷ïõí ðáéäéÜ ìéêñÞò çëéêßáò, íá ðáñáìÝíïõí
óôçí ôÜîç ôçí þñá ôïõ ìáèÞìáôïò, üðïôå áõôü åßíáé
äõíáôü.

� 2.6 Íá åíèáññýíïíôáé ïé åëëçíüöùíïé ãïíåßò íá
óõìðñÜôôïõí ùò âïçèïß ôùí åêðáéäåõôéêþí óôçí ôÜîç.

� 2.7 Íá áíôáìåßâïíôáé ïé óõíåñãÜóéìïé ãïíåßò ìå
ìåßùóç ôùí äéäÜêôñùí, ð.÷. ïé ãïíåßò ðïõ óõììåôÝ÷ïõí
åíåñãÜ óôï ðñüãñáììá �Ï êáèÝíáò ìáò áò ðñïóåããßóåé
êÜðïéïí Üëëïí�. (Èá ðñÝðåé íá ÷ñçóéìïðïéïýíôáé
áêñéâïäßêáéåò ìÝèïäïé ãéá ôïí óêïðü áõôü).

� 2.8 Íá áðïôñÝðïíôáé ïé ìáèçôÝò áðü ôï íá
áðïõóéÜæïõí áðü ôá ìáèÞìáôá.

� 2.9 Óå êÜèå êïéíüôçôá íá ó÷çìáôéóèåß ìéá ïìÜäá
áðü éêáíïðïéçìÝíïõò ãïíåßò ðïõ èá åßíáé ðñüèõìïé á)
íá Ýëèïõí óå åðáöÞ ìå ïéêïãÝíåéåò ðïõ äåí óôÝëíïõí ôá
ðáéäéÜ ôïõò óå åëëçíéêü ó÷ïëåßï, â) íá õðçñåôÞóïõí ùò
ìÝëç åðéôñïðÞò ðïõ èá õðïäÝ÷åôáé íÝá ìÝëç óôçí
êïéíüôçôá, êáé ã) íá åðéêïéíùíÞóïõí åãêáßñùò ìå ôïõò
ãïíåßò ìéêñþí ðáéäéþí, þóôå íá ôïõò âïçèÞóïõí óôçí
õéïèÝôçóç èåôéêÞò óôÜóçò Ýíáíôé óôï åëëçíéêü ó÷ïëåßï.

Ï <Ïñèüäïîïò ÐáñáôçñçôÞò> äçìïóéåýåé áðü ôï
ôåý÷ïò áõôü, óå óõíÝ÷åéåò, üëüêëçñç ôçí ¸êèåóç ôçò
åðéôñïðÞò ÑáóóéÜ ìå ôßôëï: <Ôï ìÝëëïí ôçò ÅëëçíéêÞò
ãëþóóáò êáé ôïõ Åëëçíéêïý Ðïëéôéóìïý óôéò ÇíùìÝíåò
Ðïëéôåßåò � Åðéâßùóç óôç ÄéáóðïñÜ>, ðïõ ðñùôïðá-
ñïõóéÜóáìå óôï ôåý÷ïò ôïõ Éïõíßïõ.

Óõììåôï÷Þ ôùí ãïíÝùí
Áí ïé ãïíåßò äåí ðéóôåýïõí óôçí áîßá ôçò

åêìÜèçóçò ôçò åëëçíéêÞò ãëþóóáò Þ ôïõ åëëç-
íéêïý ðïëéôéóìïý, ôá áéóèÞìáôÜ ôïõò èá ìåôá-
äïèïýí êáé óôá ðáéäéÜ ôïõò ðïõ äåí èá Ý÷ïõí
ïõóéáóôéêÜ êáíÝíá ëüãï íá îåêéíÞóïõí ó�Ýíá ôüóï
äýóêïëï åã÷åßñçìá. Ôá ó÷ïëåßá äåí ìðïñïýí áðü
ìüíá ôïõò íá ëåéôïõñãÞóïõí ìå åðéôõ÷ßá. ×ùñßò
ôçí õðïóôÞñéîç ôùí ãïíÝùí åßíáé êáôáäéêáóìÝíá
óå áðïôõ÷ßá. Ôï ðñüâëçìá Ý÷åé ôñåéò äéáóôÜóåéò:
á) ðþò íá åðéôåõ÷èåß ç óõììåôï÷Þ ôùí ðáéäéþí
óôçí åêìÜèçóç ôçò ãëþóóáò, â) ðþò íá äéäá÷èïýí
áðïôåëåóìáôéêÜ ôç óôéãìÞ ðïõ óõììåôÝ÷ïõí óå
áõôÞ, êáé ã) ðþò íá áíáãíùñéóèïýí ôá åðé-
ôåýãìáôÜ ôïõò, þóôå íá óõíå÷éóèåß ï êýêëïò.
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�When I heard that we were going to
visit the Kosovo refugees, I was frightened.
I thought the Kosovars were wild and a
little rough and I was afraid. Moreover, we
all knew that because of their experiences
in Kosovo, the refugees don�t have a very
positive image of the Orthodox Church.
How would they react to us as Orthodox
seminarians?

But when we started talking to them,
we saw that they are human beings, just
like us. We talked about their experiences
in Kosovo and about their reactions to liv-
ing in a refugee camp and about their con-
crete needs.

But we also talked about normal
things, like their studies and their families
and their children. I made some friends
in the refugee camp that first visit and I�ve
been happy to go back and see them.

I went to the camp because I thought
it was my duty as a Christian to help those
who are suffering.  But I came back from
the camp feeling that I had received much
more from them than I had given.�

Marina Marini,
3rd-year student at the Resurrec-

tion of Christ Orthodox Theological
Academy in St. Vlash-Durres, Albania

���
The arrival in Albania of 450,000-plus

Kosovar Albanian refugees has been put-
ting incredible strains on a country already
suffering from 70 percent unemployment,
widespread poverty and a lack of infra-
structure. Yet the Albanians have wel-
comed the refugees into their country and,
often, into their homes.

In late March, when refugees began
to arrive by the thousands every day, the
Orthodox Autocephalous Church of Alba-
nia immediately responded to the emer-
gency through its office on social, devel-
opment and emergency relief, Diaconia
Agapes.

Diaconia Agapes was founded in 1992
to serve the needs of disadvantaged and
marginalized people in Albania. Over the
years, it has developed a full range of assis-
tance programs, including agricultural pro-
grams, children�s nursery schools, training
of teachers, health clinics, women�s rural

Hope in the Midst of Despair
by Dr. El izabeth Ferris health programs, national youth programs,

and a radio station, among others.
In light of the emergency, Diaconia

Agapes, with the support of churches
around the world mobilized by Action by
Churches Together (ACT), began to build
and manage refugee camps and to pro-
vide assistance to families hosting refu-
gees. It has been a beautiful model of in-
ter-religious collaboration.

Diaconia Agapes/ACT achievements to
date have been impressive. More than 220
metric tons of ready-to-eat food has been
distributed to refugees throughout the
country.

The Orthodox Autocephalous Church
of Albania has had more than its share of
difficulties over the past 10 years.

After 50 years of communist rule and
23 years of intense religious persecution,
the Church has had to rebuild its leader-
ship, institutions and buildings.

It has made great progress, but much
remains to be done. As His Beatitude Arch-
bishop Anastasios of Tirana, Durres and
All Albania, explained, �When the refugees
began to arrive, we could have said that
�We are a poor church, and stood in the
corner. Instead, the Church mobilized a
large-scale humanitarian response to the
emergency.�

While Diaconia Agapes is playing a
leading role in mobilizing humanitarian
assistance, the response to the refugees is
a response by the Orthodox Church as a
whole.

Individual church members through-
out the country have felt called to reach
out to the refugees. Church women�s
groups are packaging food and hygiene
parcels and delivering them to refugees
living with host families.

Church members visit refugees in the
hospitals and deliver baby supplies to ref-
ugee mothers who have recently given
birth.

In Tirana, the two maternity hospitals
call the Church daily, requesting aid for
newborns.

One of the teachers at the Resurrec-
tion of Christ Orthodox Theological Acad-
emy told how his wife had visited a refu-
gee woman with a newborn baby in the
hospital and had made friends with her.
When she was released from the hospital,
she was able to find her husband and
moved into a refugee camp. But the baby
became sick as a result of conditions in
the camp. �We invited them to live with
us,� he said �and for two months, this ref-
ugee family has shared our home.�

Every week, Theological Academy stu-
dents and members of the Orthodox youth
groups have been visiting the refugees in
camps and in their host families� homes,
delivering material assistance.

They bring food and laundry soap,
toys and soccer balls. Most of all, they
bring hope and love to people who have
suffered greatly. When the refugees return
home, the Church is resolved to continue
to sustain them through that phase as well.

In a region of the world marked by
ethnic division and conflict, Christians are
reaching out to Muslim refugees every day
through large-scale relief operations and
through individual acts of Christian com-
passion.

By doing so, the Orthodox Auto-
cephalous Church of Albania serves as a
tangible witness to a vision in which all of
God�s children live in peace and harmony.

Dr. Elizabeth Ferris is a member of
the WCC International Relations team.

(RNS) Patriarch Pavle, head of the
Serbian Orthodox Church, and Bishop
Artemije, head of the Church in Koso-
vo, have upped the church�s criticism
of Serb President Slobodan Milosevic,
saying his policies are the root of the
evil done in Kosovo.

Speaking at a news conference at an
Orthodox monastery in Gracanica, Ko-
sovo, the Serb Patriarch said June 28
that if Serbia could survive only through
�crime� then it should not survive at all,
The New York Times reported.

�If the only way to create a greater
Serbia is by crime, then I do not accept
that, and let that Serbia disappear,� he
said. �And also, if a lesser Serbia can
only survive by crime, let it also disap-
pear. And if all the Serbs had to die and
only I remained and I could live only
by crime, then I would not accept that,
it would be better to die.�

The Patriarch�s comments came on
the 10th anniversary of Milosevic�s fa-
mous Serb nationalist speech in Koso-
vo, widely regarded as setting the stage
for a decade of conflict between Serbs
and the ethnic Albanian majority in Ko-
sovo, a province of Serbia.

Shortly after the end of the NATO
bombing campaign, the Church�s Holy
Synod, called on Milosevic to resign.

Bishop Artemije was stronger in his
criticism of the Serb leader.

�We are both aware how much evil
has been done in the course of the last
year and especially in the last three
months,� the bishop said. �The great
part of the guilt lies with Milosevic.�

While he also faulted extremist ele-
ments of the Kosovo Liberation Army
for the violence that has followed the
end of the bombing, he said the Alba-
nians� hatred and desire for revenge was
understandable.

�What is not understandable is the
suffering caused by the undemocratic
regime of Milosevic.�

�The Orthodox Church has called for
the resignation of Milosevic not because
we lost the war in Kosovo, but because
we think the problem could have been
resolved peacefully,� Bishop Artemije
said.

uChurch Leaders
Step Up Criticism
of Milosevic

Albanian Church Gives Aid

Hieromonk Zechariah Yampol-
sky, the rector of the local St. Archan-
gel Michael�s Church in Chechnya,
and two of his associates were
kidnapped on July 17, 1999, by a
group of armed suspects, according
to reports from Grozny.

Hieromonk Zechariah was born
in 1968 in Karachayevo-Cherkessia.
Before coming to Grozny some three
months ago, he served as a pastor in
the diocese of Armavir.  Yakov Ryas-
chin, 26, the acting warden of the
parish who was also kidnapped, was
born in Grozny and has been respon-
sible for the church property and
economic activity of the Parish of St.
Archangel Michael for several years.

As many as eight Orthodox
clergymen have fallen victim to
kidnappings in recent years. The fate
of Father Anatoly Chistousov and
Father Peter Sukhonosov is still
unknown.

In his telegram to Bishop
Alexander of Baku and the Caspian
Region, His Holiness Patriarch Alexy
II of Moscow and All Russia says:

�With pain I learned about the
kidnapping of the rector of the
Church of St. Archangel Michael in
the city of Grozny, Hieromonk
Zechariah, the acting warden of the
church, Yakov Ryaschin, and one
more church worker.

�I am deeply shocked by this
barbarous crime. The peaceful
relations among the people in the
North Caucasus have been chal-
lenged once again.

�Unfortunately, the outrage of this
kind has not been committed for the
first time, and this rouses our special
concern. The church life of Orthodox
Christians in the Republic of Chechnya
has become extremely difficult, as the
law-enforcement agencies seem to be
unable to put an end to armed attacks
targeted routinely against Orthodox
clergymen.

�I feel compassion for the flock
of the parish in Grozny. I ask them to
be steadfast in their faith and coura-
geous in the face of new trials. I pray
for the release of the kidnapped. May
the Lord take care of the Orthodox
faithful in Chechnya deprived today
of pastoral care.�

His Holiness also sent a letter to
Russian Federation President Boris
Yeltsin asking him to do everything
possible to secure the release of the
Russian Orthodox Church workers in
Grozny.

Earlier this year, His Holiness
Patriarch Alexy II of Moscow and All
Russia expressed deep sorrow for the
murder of Archpriest Boris Ponomar-
ev, rector of the Church of St. Elijah
the Prophet at Mozhaisk, and great
concern for the capture of Archpriests
Petr Makarov and Petr Sukhonosov in
Ingushetia, a small ethnic republic
bordering on Chechnya.

Chechnya is located in the
middle of the Caucasus Mountains.
During 1994-1996, it was the site of a
bloody war between the Kremlin and
the independence-seeking Muslim
Chechens.

Orthodox Clergy Victims
of Latest Round of
Kidnappings in Chechnya

(RNS) The head of the Serbian Ortho-
dox Church has moved to Kosovo �for an
extended period� in an attempt to get
minority Serbs to stay in the province de-
spite fears returning ethnic Albanians will
seek revenge.

Patriarch Pavle, who last June called
for the ouster of Yugoslav President Slo-
bodan Milosevic, urged Serbs and Ortho-
dox Montenegrins not to flee Kosovo, the

u Patriarch Pavle Moves to Kosovo
historic home of Orthodox Serb culture.

Tens of thousands of Serbs are report-
ed to be leaving Kosovo with retreating
Yugoslav military forces because of fears
that ethnic Albanians will seek revenge for
the atrocities they say Serbians carried out
against them.

Patriarch Pavle said he would go to
Pec, a western Kosovo city that has been
the Serbian Orthodox Church�s spiritual
center since 1346. Pavle appealed to Or-
thodox Christians not to abandon Koso-
vo, the location of thousands of church-
es, monasteries and other Orthodox sites.

Despite Patriarch Pavle�s call, the Ser-
bian Orthodox bishop of Prizren in Koso-
vo fled that city with a number of priests.
Bishop Artemije left Prizren under German
escort because, he said, his safety could
not be guaranteed.

Prizren is home to some of the Serbi-
an Church�s most cherished sites in Koso-
vo. The Rev. Zoran Grujic, one of those
who left with Artemije, said, �We are leav-
ing with a hope of returning.�
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Walking the Reader through Church
by Fr. Stanley Harakas

Anthony M. Coniaris
�Let�s Take a Walk through
our Orthodox Church.�
Illustrated by Betty Kizilos
Minneapolis: Light and Life Publishing
Co., 1998, pp.95

This children�s book whose purpose
is to take �a child on a tour through an
Orthodox Church,� clearly and simply
explains in 45 chapters the meaning of
many objects seen in most Orthodox
churches.

�Each explanation is enhanced with
an original four-color painting,� as Fr. An-
thony�s brief introduction indicates.

Parents, Sunday School teachers, and
those interested in giving a gift for birth-
day, name day, Christmas or other occa-
sions to a child in grades 3 to 6 will find
this most appropriate.

Each chapter is more or less one page
and faced by a stylized painting, which

JERUSALEM�A new children�s Orthodox book
by Maria C. Khoury should be on your Christmas list
this year. Hot off the press in the Holy Land is the all-
colorful book published by CDK Publications enti-
tled My Orthodox Counting Book: A Multicultural
Way to Stimulate curiosity about Faith. This book
was created especially for young children to rein-
force their Orthodox identification.

The author suggests that the book can be
used during the Divine Liturgy to help children
participate in the service at their level. This very
colorful book can also be read as a bedtime
story because it can inspire many questions
about the Orthodox faith.

My Orthodox Counting Book begins from one
to 12 counting items usually found in church or related to Ortho-
dox values and traditions. The author stops counting at 12 in remembrance of
the 12 Apostles. For example, the picture for the number 12 is a censer with the 12
small bells on the chains representing the twelve Apostles. Children exposed to this
book will have fun counting while reinforcing Orthodox values and traditions. Num-
bers in the book are found in five languages: English, Greek, Arabic, Spanish and
French.

Dr. Khoury is an educator and mother of three children. She believes that
Orthodox literature for young children is very important in maintaining an Ortho-
dox identity. This interest was instilled in her as a student at Hellenic College
(1982). Dr. Khoury is also a graduate of Harvard University (1985) and Boston
University (1992) where she holds the degree of Doctor of Education. Maria was
born in Tripoli, Greece and grew up in Denver. She currently lives in the Holy
Land with her family. Her husband David is also a Hellenic College graduate.

Maria is also the author of Christina Goes to Church: A Preschooler�s Intro-
duction to Spiritual Growth, and You are Special: An Alphabet Book for Children.
Also due is the book entitled Christina Learns the Sacraments. This book is an
introduction to the seven holy Sacraments, andwill be in bookstores in the near
future. My Orthodox Counting Book will be available at Orthodox bookstores this
summer.

while not an icon, evokes an iconic feel-
ing.

Also, the illustrations while clearly
indicating Orthodox Christian Church
objects, do so in a way that is generic, so
that the specific characteristics of the
object are highlighted in a way that makes
the book accessible to children of all Or-
thodox jurisdictions.

Each illustration has at the bottom a
short statement.

The book highlights 45 aspects of the
Orthodox church building and related re-
ligious concepts. Among the themes pre-
sented are: the church building; the Icon
of the Mother of God on the front wall; the
Cross; the votive light; the Iconostasis or
icon screen; the Tabernacle; the Icon of the
Resurrection; the eternal life; incense; can-
dles; the Chalice; vestments; the Baptismal
font, etc.

This is a book worth sharing with
your own youngsters and very readily
adaptable to Sunday School teaching;�
clear, easy to read, concrete, yet spiritu-
ally instructive.

B O O K S

�Who, me?� is a phrase all too often
used as a denial of reality and responsibil-
ity.

This book is carefully crafted to ex-
pose the countless excuses we offer to
justify our own actions and thus evade
taking responsibility for our behavior.

Living Responsibly in an Age of Excuses
These �excuses� are attempts to explain
away and rationalize our actions, but they
can never free us from the fact that we are
responsible for our own freely chosen
deeds.

When we deny responsibility, we give
up control of our lives and deny God�s
wonderful gift of free will. This gift re-
quires us to accept responsibility for the
consequences of our behavior.

This is a book whose time has come.
We live in an age where school shootings,
Internet pornography, mob violence, and

by Fr. Stanley S. Harakas

u page 19

Whatever Happened
to Moral Responsibility?
Anthony M. Coniaris, Light and Life
Publishing Co., Minneapolis

New Orthodox Children’s Book
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The Future of the Greek Language and Culture in the United States
Survival in the Diaspora

Copies of the report in booklet form can be ob-
tained from the Archdiocese Office of Print and Digital
Media by calling toll-free (877) 774-0217.

Chapter 3.
ORGANIZATION:  Centralization and Coordination

Teachers from many different European nations
testified at a recent symposium in Crete that problems
besetting Greek-language education are more dire in
the United States than anywhere else, the alleged cause
being a lack in the United States of the centralization
enjoyed by Greek schools in other countries.

The Commission was told repeatedly that central-
ization would help provide a network of support for
the schools, since in some areas each Greek school op-
erates independently and often in competition with
other parish schools.

The Commission heard many calls for team-orient-
ed, non-autocratic coordination through the Archdioc-
esan Office of Education.  At the same time, it heard
many reminders that every form of organization must
be responsive to local conditions, needs, and resourc-
es.  A balanced approach would facilitate coordination
between the Office of Education, diocesan directors of
education, parish communities, and the relevant depart-
ments in the Greek Ministry of Culture and Ministry of
Education.  A centralized office would be able to keep
all the schools informed about relevant laws, opportu-
nities, outside funding, etc.

Coordination was a repeated topic in the Commis-
sion�s hearings.  Parishes should not compete but should
work together.  Churches should �pull down their walls,�
allowing children from their parish to attend the school
of another parish if necessary.  The varying level of com-
petence among Greek schools creates a problem for the
children�s preparation for high school and college.  Ow-
ing to a laissez-faire attitude, many schools now are pro-
ceeding independently.  Perhaps the number of schools
should be reduced and fewer schools maintained so that
the quality of instruction might improve.

Several teachers felt that their schools have lost great
numbers of students because of demographic changes
in the makeup of neighborhoods.  Greek-American par-
ents have left traditional Greek centers and have moved
to the suburbs; this forces them to travel considerable
distances to deliver and then pick up their children,
since the schools cannot afford vans or buses.  The prin-
cipal of one school located in center-city felt that if his
school were transferred to the suburbs its enrollment
would triple.

Parishioners felt that coordination is also needed
between the Greek parochial schools and public high
schools as well as colleges to ensure that students re-
ceive appropriate credit for their level of proficiency in
Greek.  For example, the Chicago Board of Education
now requires that all high school students complete two
years of language study in order to graduate.  Students
who leave the parochial system after the eighth grade
and enter a public high school might be eligible for cred-
it, thus speeding their graduation and providing an in-
centive to study in the earlier grades.  By law, the Chi-
cago Board of Education is required to supply a teach-
er if twenty or more students wish to study a particular
language.  And, if an individual public school does not
have the twenty students required for an additional

teacher to be supplied, the Board of Education can ar-
range for independent study.  It would be useful for
the Greek schools to know more about possibilities in
the public sector.  To this end, they will need to be
informed about applicable state and federal legislation.

The Commission was saddened by the evident lack
of cooperation among various parishes in close prox-
imity.  Along with the lack of coordination regarding
curricula and examinations, Greek schools often fail to
coordinate their extracurricular activities that enhance
Greek identity � for example, music, dance, drama, etc.

Recommendations:
National
� 3.1  Empower the Archdiocesan Office of Educa-

tion with greater financial resources, additional person-
nel, and more extensive outreach in matters of curricu-
la, teacher training, materials, and finances, provided
that local concerns are also honored.

� 3.2 Evaluate the various types of Greek schools
periodically, using independent referees.

� 3.3 Create magnet schools at the high school lev-
el as centers of excellence capable of attracting non-
Greek as well as Greek students.

Local
� 3.4  Discourage competition among schools with-

in close proximity, since this severely restricts the most
profitable use of facilities.

� 3.5  Take advantage of educational opportunities
in Greek language and culture available through the
local public schools in regions where a substantial num-
ber of students are studying Greek.

� 3.6  Coordinate extracurricular activities in com-
munities with many parishes so that each year one of
the parishes becomes the locus for activities - such as
music, dance, drama, etc. - that lead to a greater sense
of Greekness.

� 3.7  Develop after-school Greek clubs.

(Continued from
the previous issue)

Sharing
Through friendly, healthy sharing,

schools will bolster their identity and create
an atmosphere of mutual respect.

One way to share is through the spelling bee
at the elementary level;  another is through quiz
bowls at more advanced levels on topics such as

the Odyssey, the New Testament, mythology,
or modern Greek poetry.

Sharing in these extracurricular ways will
tighten the bonds among parishes and allow for

greater cooperation in academic matters.

Chapter 4.
CURRICULUM:  Professionalism and Focus

The Commission heard that a strong academic pro-
gram in language and culture � a full curriculum able
to compete with other schools � is a sine qua non of a
viable educational program.  Parents must feel that they
are doing the best for their children; children must be
able to compete when they reach high school.

The parochial schools need to match the public
schools in results.  They need to be more professional.

Most Greek schools end at the eighth grade; many
graduates continue in Catholic high schools.  Clearly,
most students stop studying Greek too early.  On the
bright side, one school in New York, ending in eighth
grade, graduated students who averaged 90.1% in the
Greek Regents four years later.  All these children were
second generation, and half of them were from mixed
marriages.

Many urged that instruction begin as early as possi-
ble � i.e., at the prekindergarten level.  The establish-
ment of more preschool, nursery, and kindergarten
grades is likely to produce significant returns.

There is a dearth of articulated curricula that would
enable a better progression from lower to higher grades,
would provide clear guidelines for materials appropriate
for each level, and would allow students from all schools
to sit for a common examination.  The Commission rec-
ognizes, of course, that different schools may require cus-
tomized curricula to some degree.  However, the curricu-
la currently in use are not sufficiently standardized.

The Commission witnessed courses that utilized
literature not only to inform but also to elicit full partic-
ipation by students.  One such class dealt with Book
One of the Iliad.  The relevant vocabulary, background
information on Homer, the poem�s overall action, as
well as primary metaphors were all covered.  Although
the instructor lectured, she also encouraged the stu-
dents to contribute answers to her apt questions.  The
students� participation was remarkable and their inter-
est was kept alive to the end of the session.  The class-
room walls were lined with the students� essays on dif-
ferent literary topics and poems.  These papers were
impressive for their mastery of language, analytical grasp,
and creative approach.

It is important to raise philhellenic as well as Hel-
lenic consciousness in order to show how knowledge
of the Greek heritage can be useful in appreciating the
art and literature of other countries, particularly that of
America.  This can be accomplished through content-
based instruction � i.e., by teaching Greek mythology,
drama, Aesop, Homer, modern history and literature,
etc., in English.  There is little doubt that Greek heri-
tage taught in English has the ability to entice young
students, opening the door to further study, including
the study of Greek itself.

The Commission was pleased to see two schools
with well-equipped computer rooms, one of which was
state of the art, with computers at which children aged
six to ten were working under the supervision of the
teacher.  These children were very involved, happy, and
creative.  Another school had twenty new computers,
five of which were already logged onto the Internet.
Plans for a second such room are being considered.  We
lament the lack of similar equipment in most Greek
schools. On the other hand, we are wary about overem-
phasizing technology.  The Internet increases the flow
of information and heightens communication among
people, bringing the entire world into the classroom.
These developments cannot be ignored,  but ways must
be found to make them meaningful and productive with-
out losing sight of the human factor.  Technology will
be of little value in educating our children if teachers
fail in their indispensable function of inculcating and
embodying humanistic values.  No matter how awesome
technology may be, nothing can match the effect of an
underpaid, flawed human being who shares knowledge
instead of merely dispensing it, and who connects with
his or her students.

Recommendations:
National
� 4.1  Employ articulated curricula addressing the

specialized needs of schools teaching Greek as a for-
eign language primarily, as opposed to schools whose
students are mostly native speakers of Greek.

� 4.2  Set goals for each grade � what children are
expected to know and be able to do after first grade,
second grade, etc.� comparable to standards set in oth-
er languages.

� 4.3  Develop common examinations similar to
standardized examinations in other languages, based
on a nationwide curriculum and perhaps on the guide-
lines established in Pistopoiisi eparkeias tis ellinomathe-
ias, published by the Kentro Ellinikis Glossas (Thessal-
oniki, 1997).

Local
� 4.4  Concentrate instruction, especially in the early

grades, on speaking and understanding before other
linguistic skills are developed.

� 4.5  Introduce the accomplishments of Hellenic
culture across the ages, in Greece and in the diaspora,
taught at first in English and then in Greek.  In this way,
raise philhellenic as well as Hellenic consciousness
through content-based instruction.  Introduce students
to ideals in the arts and sciences inspired by Hellenic
civilization.

� 4.6  Start instruction in language and culture ear-
lier, ideally in pre-kindergarten; continue instruction
beyond the eighth grade.

� 4.7  Increase the number of hours devoted to
Greek per week, especially in the higher levels.

� 4.8  Make sensible use of the computer, in particu-
lar the Internet, which already provides many resources
for the study of Greek culture, geography, art, and so forth.
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Grace. When we reduce the catechetical
diakonia of the church to subject (curricu-
lum), to the transfer of knowledge, reli-
gious education becomes an enterprise
dealing with cold abstractions. Reduce
catechesis to the subjective views of the
student and learning becomes secular and
narcissistic where the gospel message be-
comes a sort of �Zen text� waiting for the
individual learner to discover for his or
her private self. Even when we reduce it
to the realm of the spiritual, catechesis may
tragically lose its savor as salt and light to
the world in which we live and fearfully
develop into a dangerous game of funda-
mentalist swordplay.

According to St. John Climacos, pu-
rity and not arrogance is the goal of
catechesis. �The climax of purity,� he in-
sists, �is the foundation of theology . . . it
makes its disciple a theologian, who of
himself grasps the dogmas of the Trinity.�
This, in the end, is what should character-
ize the authentic from the counterfeit.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
u page 8

RELATING to the FAITH
u page 5

u page 17

BOOKS

early Church. It is still the catholic faith
of the Orthodox Church. St. Irenaeus
said: �God took flesh of the Virgin Mary.�
And like him, the Fathers of the fourth
century, Sts. Athanasius, Cyril of Jerusa-
lem, Ephraim of Syrian, and Gregory of
Nyssa, called the most holy Virgin the
Theotokos, the Bearer of God.

Defender of Orthodoxy
In the fifth century the Church was

shaken by the heresy of Nestorius. But
during the Third Ecumenical Council
convened by Empress Pulcheria in the city
of Chalcedon in the autumn of 451, the
Church triumphantly confessed the most
holy Virgin to be Mother of God. St. Cyril
of Alexandria was the most important
defender of Orthodoxy. His central con-
viction, that the ultimate subject or real-
ity in Christ is the divine Logos, was reaf-
firmed, but at the same time the Council
insisted that, in the Incarnation, this one
subject had two genuinely distinct ways
of being. Christ is indeed �God with us,�
but in Him God is �with us� as a com-
plete, and in that sense ordinary, human
being.

The third Ecumenical Council ac-
cepted and confirmed St. Cyril�s words:
�If anyone will not confess that Imman-
uel is very God, and that therefore the
Holy Virgin is Theotokos, inasmuch as in
the flesh she bore the Word of God made
flesh: let the anathema be his!� (Eerd-
mans Seven Ecumenical Council, p. 206).

immoral, irresponsible conduct in high
places of our cherished institutions of
church and state are becoming common-
place items in our daily news.

Just when we think we have �heard it
all,� we are confronted by another exam-
ple of human resourcefulness when it
comes to inventing new �excuses.� The
�Twinkie� defense typifies the mindset that
prevails all too often in our society.

We are reminded in this book that the
outlandish behavior by �those other peo-
ple� that so shocks us is but a reflection of
the moral climate in which we all play �the
blame game.�

Although the author �meddles� in our
personal lives by reminding us of our own
culpability, he offers the solution to our
predicament: God�s Grace.

Chapter titles such as �Pride Edits
Truth,� �The Lighter Burden,� �I�m Only
Human,� �He Stole Heaven,� reflect the
great insight the author has into �the hu-
man condition,� and are intriguing
enough to make one want to read on.

The book is a multi-faceted gem struc-
tures around Psalm 51, King David�s con-
fession of guilt and acceptance of respon-
sibility for his own sin, when after being
confronted by the prophet Nathan, he says
to his Lord: �I know my transgressions and
my sin is ever before me.� David called it
by its own name, sin, a word modern man
is reluctant to use.

The author, Fr. Anthony, draws on
wisdom from many varied sources, includ-
ing the Desert Fathers, saints of the church,
literature, philosophy, psychiatry, psychol-
ogy, humorists, cartoon characters and
even Archie Bunker and Malcolm X.

�Created in the image of God, man
has the free will and grace of God to rise
above any and all kinds of environments,�
Fr. Anthony reassures us.

So, after reading this book and feel-
ing convicted, we can say with David, not
�Who, me?�, but rather �Yes, Lord, me,
have mercy on me, the sinner.�

Our catechetical initiatives that strive
to �train� teachers in the most effective
instructional theories and techniques
should also endeavor to assist each and
every one of us to rediscover the original
purity of mankind�s nature stamped by the
uncreated Image of God through His
Word and His Spirit.

The lives of true teachers are not forg-
eries. They are not painted with the
brushstrokes of ever-changing techniques
and instructional fads but rather, with the
imprints of obedience, humility and holi-
ness.

Let us, then, focus on the who as well
as the how, where and what. Let us not
quickly jump to accept the hand of whom-
ever may offer themselves in the capacity
of teacher but first determine as St. Paul
exhorts �the purity of their lives.�

This is our faith, this is our biblically
true faith! In the image of Mary who said
�yes!� to the angel, choosing to cooper-
ate with the will of God, we accept and
receive God, for God also becomes in-
carnate in us through the grace of the
Holy Spirit. The very goal of the Chris-
tian life, of our struggle against sin to re-
ceive God�s forgiveness, is to allow the
incarnation of the Word of God in our
life, even in our body, to become appar-
ent. In many Fathers of the Church we
find this theological truth: �God became
man, so that man may become god.� How
could one hope to attain to this sublime
Christian goal if one rejects the best mod-
el we have, the one who bore in her
womb the very Son of God? Why is it for
some so hard to say: �Most Holy Theoto-
kos, save us!� Why do they stubbornly
reject the friendliness of the greatest
friend they could have ever had?

Fr. Macaila is assistant pastor of An-
nunciation Church, Lancaster, Pa.

Rev. Dr. Frank Marangos is director
of the Department of Religious Educa-
tion; frfrank@omaccess.com
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C L A S S I F I E D  A D S
LEGAL SERVICES REAL ESTATE/BUS. MUSICIANS

GEORGE KENT�GREEK�AMERICAN�INTERNATIONAL
ORCHESTRA & ENTERTAINMENT

EXPOSÉ REQUESTED! �BOOK EARL�BOOK EARL�BOOK EARL�BOOK EARL�BOOK EARLY FOR 10% REBY FOR 10% REBY FOR 10% REBY FOR 10% REBY FOR 10% REBAAAAATE!�TE!�TE!�TE!�TE!�

CALL KENT 1-914-476-3020
or write: 118 Bolmer Ave., N.Yonkers, NY 10703-1637
Send for stereo cassette albums �Zorba� or �Athena� $11.00 for one, $20 for both to address above.

ONLY TRUST YOUR SOCIAL TO A PROVEN NAME GROUP OF FULL TIME PRO-
FESSIONAL MUSICIANS ENTERTAINERS, AT AFFORDABLE PRICES, WHO�S
ONLY BUSINESS IS MUSIC. PERFORMING AUTHENTIC GREEK MUSIC OF ALL
REGIONS, COLONIES OF GREECE. FEATURING THE �PRIME VOICE OF
GREECE...�  THE CLARINO & BOUZOUKI PLUS VOCALS. BEWARE! OF GREEK
BANDS PROMISING AMERICAN MUSIC, THEN PLAYING TAPES!  ALL OUR
MUSIC IS PERFORMED �LIVE�...OUR AMERICAN SOUNDS PURE AMERICAN,
WITH NO ACCENT!

RANGAVES PETER
SMALL DANCE BANDS
LARGE ORCHESTRAS

American � Italian � French
Greek � German � Latin

3342 Stony Point Road, Santa Rosa, CA 95407
Call Peter 707-526-1138

Dr. Kimon A. Legakis
Athens University Law SchoolUMaster of Law, Hervard Law School

Doctor of Law, Greece
UCertificate of International Law, Hague Academy of Int�l Law

Le g a l  C o n s u l t a n t

O F F I C E S

209 Garth Road

Scarsdale, N.Y. 10583

   & (914) 725-4717(914) 725-4717(914) 725-4717(914) 725-4717(914) 725-4717
Fax: (914) 725-4936

14 Nikitaras Street
Athens 106 78, Greece

& (011-301) 383-3340
& (011-302) 992-7111

Fax: (011-301)382-0838

With emphasis on: Settlement of Inheritance, Taxes, Disputed
Properties, Civil, International Family and Business Law in Greece

VACATIONS-TRAVEL

Leading CharLeading CharLeading CharLeading CharLeading Charterterterterter
and Tand Tand Tand Tand Tour Operour Operour Operour Operour Operaaaaatortortortortor

NOBODY CAN BEAT OUR PRICES
MAIN OFFICE: 55E. 59th Street, New York, NY 10022
Tel.: (212) 753-1100 Toll Free: (800) 223-5570

KOSTAS TASLISKOSTAS TASLISKOSTAS TASLISKOSTAS TASLISKOSTAS TASLIS
& His Orchestra& His Orchestra& His Orchestra& His Orchestra& His Orchestra

Greek and American Music
Klarino - Bouzoukee etc.

Featuring Katerina - Vocalist

PMT TO: Omikron Record Co.  P.O.Box 913
47 Bacon Str., Winchester, MA 01890

___ #CDs @15.00  ___ #CASSETTES @ $10.00
TOTAL DUE: $ _____ (  )Check  ( ) M.O.

ORDERORDERORDERORDERORDER
OUR NEWESTOUR NEWESTOUR NEWESTOUR NEWESTOUR NEWEST

RELEASERELEASERELEASERELEASERELEASE

Call Kostas
(781)729-2643

Add
$3.00 ea.

s & h

SE THEMAMESE THEMAMESE THEMAMESE THEMAMESE THEMAME
& GREEK MAKARENA& GREEK MAKARENA& GREEK MAKARENA& GREEK MAKARENA& GREEK MAKARENA

36 West 44th Street � Suite 1300,
New York, NY 10036

U.S. IMMIGRATION � TAXATION
BUSINESS LAW

INTERNATIONAL TRANSACTIONS
WILLS & ESTATES

Dr. ARES D. AXIOTIS
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW

Tel.: (212) 840-3422 or (203) 255-3312

MEMBER OF N.Y. AND CT BARS

ÄÉÄÁÊÔÙÑ ÐÁÍ/ÌÉÏÕ OXFORD, ENGLAND
Ô. ËÅÊÔÙÑ ÍÏÌÏËÏÃÉÁÓ ÐÁÍ/ÌÉÏÕ CAMBRIDGE, ENGLAND

CAPE SOUNION AREA
Rare large hilltop parcel, 11
plus stremata, overlooking sea
and valley. Thirty minutes from
Athens airport, in area of year
round and vacation villas. Sale
price $375,000 (US) or best
reasonable offer. Serious in-
quiries only!Call:(207)282-1197

WEDDINGS

STEFANA
Artistically designed and

handmade utilizing:
porcelain, leather, pearl

beads, crystal-like
flowers and silk flowers

Custom framing available

HandcrHandcrHandcrHandcrHandcraftedaftedaftedaftedafted
HeirHeirHeirHeirHeirloomsloomsloomsloomslooms

TTTTTel.& fel.& fel.& fel.& fel.& fax (781) 862-8435ax (781) 862-8435ax (781) 862-8435ax (781) 862-8435ax (781) 862-8435
Free catalog available

We Ship Anywhere

Wedding and Christen-
ing items, Favors, Marti-
rika, Vaptistika, Ecclesi-
astical items.
We ship anywhere!
(718) 721-9190(718) 721-9190(718) 721-9190(718) 721-9190(718) 721-9190

KENTRIKON-NOUFARO
23-33 31 St.

Astoria, NY 11105

www.omogenia.com/kentriko-noufaro

(954) 568-0081 days
(954) 781-0140 evening

American Southern
Properties Inc. Realtors

Your SouthernFlorida
Real Estate Connection

Greek Spoken Fluently

THOMAS DELIS Realtor Associate

PROF. SERVICES

ÅËËÇÍÉÊÏ ÔÕÐÏÃÑÁÖÅÉÏ

40-12 Ditmars Blvd., Astoria, NY 11105
Tel.: (718) 545-2323
Fax: (718) 545-2366

ÕÐÅÕÈÕÍÏÔÇÔÁ

& ÓÙÓÔÅÓ ÔÉÌÅÓ

Ëåõêþìáôá ãéá
óõëëüãïõò êáé

êïéíüôçôåò

LETTERHEADS   ¦ LOGOS   ¦ ENVELOPES   ¦ BUSINESS CARDS
JOURNALS   ¦ MAGAZINES    ¦ BOOKS     ¦ BOOKLETS   ¦ WEDDING
INVITATIONS    ¦ SIGNS    ¦ BANNERS    ¦ COMPUTER GRAPHICS
¦ PAPER SIGNS    ¦ COLOR BROCHURES    ¦ MENUS       ¦ ADS

D I M I T R I O S  P A N A G O S
PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO

Web page:http://www.dimitrios.com

Å WEDDINGS Å BAPTISMS Å PORTRAITS Å NEWS Å PASSPORTS

111 Broadway (Rt. 107), Hicksville, N.Y. 11801

(516) 931-2333

If you are moving, please attach
your old label here ò

A N D
Ask your parish to forward your name and new

address to the Observer in order for you to continue
receiving the newspaper

I F
you move but your new home is located in the district
of the same parish, then list your new address below:

Mail this coupon to the �Orthodox Observer�
8 East 79th Street, New York, NY 10021

NAME___________________________________________
ADDRESS______________________________________
CITY___________________STATE ________ZIP_______

VERY IMPORTANT

MOVING? NOT RECEIVING?

DISPLAY ADVERTISING
per column inch:............$55.00
quarter pg: ................... $750.00
half page: ................. $1,500.00
full page: .................. $3,000.00

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
single column inch .......$ 50.00
dbl. column inch ..........$100.00

ADVERTISING RATES

MECHANICAL REQUIREMENTS
y �Type page width� is 59 picas
(9.75�), depth is 14 inches
y Display ads: Four columns to

a page. Single column width is
14 picas (2.25�). For each ad-
ditional column add 15 picas
(2.5�). y Classified ads: Six col-
umns to a page. Single column
width is 9 picas (1.5�), double
column width is 19 picas (3.25�)
y Camera ready ads preferred.
DEADLINES: ® Reservations: 25
days before publication.
PAYMENT TERMS:®All ads are
payable in advance, unless
contract agreement is in effect
and account current.

Tarpon Springs
Clearwater-Florida

MISCELLANEOUS

EMPLOYMENT

BOOKS

Recently widowed father of a 6 yr.-old girl desires devout Orthodox Chris-
tian as a live-in nanny with experience. Please send resume/references to:

Michael Psikogios 386 No. Highland Memphis, TN 38122

Wanted Live-In Nanny

The Greek Orthodox Hymn Book
...is a book of 172 pages, 6½ x 8½ inches, containing, 270
Dismissal Hymns (Apolitikia) of Saint� memories, the Triodion,
Great Lent, and Pentecostarion (Easter Sunday) periods, and
all other seasons of the Orthodox Year. It also, contains all
the main Kontakia of the year, and many other select hymns.
It is plastic spiral bound, so that you can add pages, with stiff
gold imprinted covers. It contains the words of the original
Greek, phonetic rendering and today�s English translation that
fits the traditional Byzantine music. Order it from Fr. Evagoras
Constantinides, 9433 Arthur St., Crown Point, IN 46307-1914
for $15.00. Buy one for your Priest and Choir Director. For
quantity discounts (more than 3 copies) call: (219) 663-2276.
If check accompanies the order, we pay the shipping.

Assistant Principal
Largest Greek-American school in the US seeks strong instructional
leader to motivate students, faculty and parents to achieve new lev-
els of excellence. Responsibilities include curriculum and faculty de-
velopment, staff supervision and assisting in the overall leadership
and administration of the school. Candidates must hold or be eligible
for NYS SAS or SDA; must have comprehensive knowledge of PreK-
12 curriculum development; teacher training experience; excellent
written and oral communications skills. Knowledge and literacy with
computers a must. Demonstrated ability to integrate computer pro-
grams and technology into the curriculum preferred. Fluency in the
English and Greek Languages a plus. Competitive salary with health
benefits. Send resume and letter of interest to: Chairman of Search
Committee, Saint Demetrios 31-11 30th Drive, Astoria, NY 11102

BEST PRICES!
Round The World Travel Agency, Inc. Serving  the  Greek

Community 27 Years

Air     Cruises     Tours

8 8 8 - 6 3 8 - 7 4 7 1

Baltimore, MD  RTW@NeTrip.com  www.NeTrip.com

DEMO TAPE
AVAILABLE

ATLANTIS MUSIC
NEW YORK�S FINEST ALL STAR BAND

FOR AN ELEGANT AND SUCCESSFUL EVENT

CALL TOLL FREE:
1-800-549-2134

ELECTROLYSIS

Robin F. Levin L.E., C.P.E.

Disposable Needles � Dry Heat Sterilization
Thermolysis � Multi-Needle Galvanic � Blend Methods

FREE CONSULTATION

THE ONLY SAFE, PERMANENT METHOD OF HAIR REMOVAL.

For more information call: (212) 371-9135  57 West 57th St., New York, NY 10019

LICENSED AND CERTIFIED

FOR SALE IN LIVADIA
THREE SEPARATE HOUSES

(2 next to each other)
150m2, 223m2, 193m2.

Also, three vacant adjoining
lots, sold separately or together.
Call Angela, (313) 388-0598

U.S. dollars only.

Classified Ads
rate is $50.00 per col-
umn inch. This Box is
one column by one
inch and costs $50.
ALL ADS ARE PRE-PAID
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challengeYouth Ministry

Email: youthoffice@goarch.org

by Kristen L. Sherry
Annunciation Church, Buffalo, N.Y.

SAINTS AND FEASTSThe Holy Martyr Adrian and his Wife Natalia
August 26

From the ChurchFrom the ChurchFrom the ChurchFrom the ChurchFrom the Church
Fathers to USFathers to USFathers to USFathers to USFathers to US

Teenage Rage, a Deadly Stage

E very day when I walk into
school a shiver shoots down
my spine. It is a mixture of fear

and apprehension. I have to wonder,
what disaster could happen today? No
longer can I sit surrounded by my peers
and feel secure and comfortable.

I now search the faces of my school
mates, wondering who could possibly
covet the secret dream of bursting into
the school armed and dangerous, spray-
ing bullets into a sea of students, killing
and ruining the lives of hundreds.

Once my fears would seem a ridicu-
lous paranoia, for I live in a relatively
small and peaceful town. But in a time
when thousands of people are killed in a
day, when any 12-year-old Tom, juvenile
Dick, or delinquent Harry can purchase
a gun, and when school shootings are
becoming less shocking and more nor-
mal by the day, my state of mind need
not be questioned.

It is reasonable for people to be
scared in a time when violence reigns su-
preme, and society seems to be spinning
downward into a pit of anarchy.

What is it that causes today�s teenag-
ers to be so utterly angry that killing
seems a logical course of action?

I believe that there are many things
that contribute to teen violence, but I
think there are three main causes: media
and society in general, lack of parental
involvement, and extreme peer pressure.

In light of recent events the media is
under investigation to see what role it
may play in violent teens. I believe that
certain movies and songs play major roles
in turning teens to violence.

After being exposed to it from a very
young age, extreme violence seems nor-
mal and unreal to us. We are detached
and de-sensitized from things that should
seem appalling to us because we are ex-
posed to them so often.  If violence was
not so common in movies and songs, I
think the idea of killing one�s peers would
not so quickly and forcefully suggest it-
self to our minds.

But I also think the problem lies in
today�s society in general. Sick and vio-
lent movies and songs are partially to
blame, but what kind of people conceive
and create such morbid concoctions and
what kind of people would patronize
them?

Furthermore, why would parents al-
low young children to watch inappropri-
ate movies?  Or what kind of community
puts up with, let alone supports, vulgar,
hateful, and racist songs playing over and
over on the radio? Essentially, we are

being brainwashed to a terrible way of
thinking without even knowing it.

I also think the school shootings tak-
ing place say a lot about the parenting in
today�s society.  No one should love or
be more concerned for the welfare of
children than their own parents.

If a parent is uninvolved in a child�s
life, the child can logically, but often un-
consciously, conclude that their parents
don�t love them or care about their wel-
fare. If a child has trouble at school, and
their parents aren�t there for them, then
who will be?

I think that the teens who begin to
get into trouble originally do so as a way
of trying to get their parents� attention.
It is their way of crying out that they are
grossly unhappy and that they need their
parents� love and help.

When cries go unnoticed, troubles
often become more serious, especially for
youth. One has to wonder what kind of a
parent doesn�t notice that their child is
buying guns and making bombs in the
house. May I, and common sense, sug-
gest that a parent who is not involved is
therefore incompetent.

I can say confidently that if I were to
buy a gun, my parents would know, lock
me in my room, and start counseling
immediately.

Another factor is also the pressure to
fit in. It seems teens today all strive to
meet the mythical guidelines which will
suddenly make them popular. Those who
are considered different are quite often
rejected and ridiculed. To be publicly rid-
iculed by one�s peers  is one of the most
aggravating and painful things to have to
go through.

The result is not only a loathing of
those who ridicule, but also a loathing of
oneself for not meeting the mythical
guidelines. Loathing builds into anger,
and anger into the desire to eliminate
those who are causing the pain. If the
pressure and rejection were not so se-
vere, then perhaps we would not find
ourselves in this downward spiral of pain
and violence.

But for now a teen-age illness has
infected our society and has reached a
deadly stage. Although we know the caus-
es and ingredients of this illness �de-sen-
sitivity toward violence + uninvolved
parents + rejection by peers = tragic, but
avoidable, consequences� it remains to
be seen whether we will administer the
values which will cure our illness.

If they are not, could it be that in just
a few generations humans in our society
will resemble animals, living by the prim-
itive law �survival of the fittest?�

We must ask two questions: 1. How
or why is it that society has lost the abili-
ty to know the difference between right
and wrong, and to act accordingly? and,
2. How do we recover this ability?

I don�t have the answer; I am only
part of the teen-age problem. Maybe the
answer is increased censorship of the me-
dia, or, preferably, its becoming more re-
sponsible. Maybe it is society doing all
that is necessary to encourage and help
parents to become more involved in their
children�s lives.

Or maybe it is helping our youth to
realize and value what is truly important:
not wealth, looks, and other superficial
things, but people and relationships.

Husband and wife,
they were both of noble
and wealthy families in
Nicomedia. Adrian was
the governor of the Pra-
etorium and a pagan,
and Natalia was a secret
Christian.

They were both
young and had lived in
wedlock for thirteen
months in all before
their martyrdom. When
the wicked Emperor
Maximian visited Nico-
media, he ordered that
the Christians be seized
and put to torture.

There were 23
Christians hidden in a
cave near the city. Some-
one handed them over
to the authorities and
they were cruelly
flogged with leather
whips and staves, and
thrown into prison.

They were then taken from prison
and brought before the praetor for their
names to be noted. Adrian looked at these
people, tortured but unbowed, peaceful
and meek, and he put them under oath
to say what they hoped for from their
God, that they should undergo such tor-
tures.

They spoke to him of the blessedness
of the righteous in the Kingdom of God.
Hearing this, and again looking at these

�Mary is peace. Righteousness is
Christ and Truth is Christ. The Mother of
God is the earth. From this earth sprang
our Lord Jesus Christ Who said, �I am the
Life and the Truth�. The same prophet also
said, �Our land shall yield her increase.�
Our land is Mary who is our sister and our
sovereign . . . our land, the Mother of God
and Ever-Virgin has born fruit.

Whilst she was on earth she helped
everyone, she was universally providen-
tial to her subjects. Ascended into heaven
she remains an impregnable rampart for
humanity, interceding on our behalf to-
wards her Son and God� � Theoteknos

C To David Robinson of the San An
tonio Spurs. This NBA champion
didn�t give in to jealousy and in-

stead, enjoyed watching teammate Tim
Duncan receive The Most Valuable Play-
er Award.

As he explained to Sports Illustrated
how he did this, Robinson cited the sto-
ry of David and Saul in 1 Samuel: David
had won a major victory for Saul, but as
Robinson says, �Saul couldn�t enjoy the
victory because he was thinking about
David�s getting more credit than he was
...God has given me the ability to just en-
joy the victory.�

What a  positive role model who puts
into action his Christian virtues.

What Do You Think About...?

CELEBRATE THE END OF THE MILLENNIUM!
Pan-Orthodox Youth Workers Conference

Nov. 19-21
Antiochian Village Retreat Center, Ligonier, Pa.

Orthodox Christian Fellowship (OCF)
College and Young Adult Conference

Dec. 18-22
Antiochian Village Retreat Center , Ligonier, Pa.

For more information on both youth events, call your Diocese Youth Office
or the National Office of Youth and Young Adult Ministries @ 212-570-3560.

Special Events
ChallengeChallengeChallengeChallengeChallenge  is the youth supplement to the

Orthodox Observer, a service of
the Department of Youth & Young Adult Ministries.

Contributors for this issue
Fr. Anastasios Bourantas

Lia Ladas
Natalie Kulukundis
Kristen L. Sherry

Articles reflect the opinion of the writers.
Write to: Youth & Young Adult Ministries,
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America,
8 East 79th Street, New York, N.Y. 10021

people, Adrian suddenly
turned to the scribe and
said: �Write my name
along with those of these
saints; I also am a Chris-
tian.�

When the Emperor
heard this, he asked him:
�Have you lost your
mind?� Adrian replied, �I
haven�t lost it, but found
it!� Hearing this, Natalia
rejoiced greatly, and,
when Adrian sat chained
with the others in prison,
came and ministered to
them all.

When they flogged
her husband and put him
to various tortures, she
encouraged him to en-
dure to the end. After
long torture and impris-
onment, the Emperor or-
dered that they be taken
to the prison anvil, for

their arms and legs to be broken by ham-
mers.

This was done and Adrian, along with
the 23 others, breathed his last under the
vicious tortures. Natalia took their relics
to Constantinople and there buried them.

After several days, Adrian appeared
to her, bathed in light and beauty and
calling her to come to God, and she
peacefully gave her soul into her Lord�s
hands. (Reprinted from The Prologue
from Ochrid.)
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ÓÅ ÏËÇ ÔÇÍ ÁÌÅÑÉÊÇ: ANTENNA Satellite Radio � ÐÝìðôç 5-6ì.ì.
FLORIDA: GREEK VOICE, WXYB-1520 AM êáé WPSO-1500 AM � ÓÜââáôï 6-7ì.ì., ÊõñéáêÞ 9-10ð.ì.

CHICAGO: Hellenic Communications- WHCI-FM 107.5 � ÓÜââáôï 1-2ì.ì.
INTERNET: http://www.goarch.org/webcasts/hellenic.html � ÊáèçìåñéíÜ 10ð.ì.-10ì.ì.

HELLENIC CULTURAL CENTER
27-09 Crescent Street, Astoria, NY 11102
Tel: (718) 626-5111-Fax: (718) 626-1398

Ç ÖùíÞ ôçò ÅëëçíéêÞò Ïñèüäïîçò Åêêëçóßáò
<Ôçí äéáêïíßáí óïõ ðëçñïöüñçóïí>

Åâäïìáäéáßï ñáäéïöùíéêü ðñüãñáììá ôçò

ÅËËÇÍÉÊÇÓ ÏÑÈÏÄÏÎÇÓ ÁÑ×ÉÅÐÉÓÊÏÐÇÓ ÁÌÅÑÉÊÇÓ
Äéåýèõíóç-Ðáñïõóßáóç:

Èåïö. Åðßóêïðïò Áðáìåßáò ê. ÂéêÝíôéïò

KKKKKontos Fontos Fontos Fontos Fontos Foodsoodsoodsoodsoods  famous for its POCKETPOCKETPOCKETPOCKETPOCKET-LESS-LESS-LESS-LESS-LESS     PITPITPITPITPITAAAAA,
is proud to present its original products once again.

BOX 628, PATERSON, NJ 07544
 � Fax: (973) 278-7943

KONTOS FOODS, INC � EVRIPIDES KONTOS, President

F i l l o
K a t a i f i

Delicious, traditional products made

offered to Communities, Or-
ganizations, Church festi-
vals and all other functions.

SPECIAL DISCOUNTS

Courteous Service � WE SHIP EVERYWHERE in the US & CANADA

S p a n a k o p i t a
T y r o p i t a

with the highest quality ingredients

    (973) 278-2800

READ AND SPEAK LANGUAGE LESSONS ON CDROM
GREEK LANGUAGE LESSONS IN ONE CDROM

by George Balanis PhD, MBA
and Toula Balanis AA � AnoTek, Inc.

WRITE TO: AnoTek/G. Balanis 2349 Hill Street, Santa Monica, CA 90405
Tel: (310)450-5027   �  Fax: (310)450-0867  � Email: georgeb@anotek.com

Also avai lable in books i l lustrated with ful l  color pictures.

VISIT: http://www.anotek.com Þëéïò         öüñåìá
 sun dress

If you want to learn Greek quickly and easily, our CDROM courses are for you.
Our Read and Speak Greek CDROM will teach you the Greek language taught in Greek schools today.  This
course covers 6 years of school and teaches Reading, Vocabulary, Pronunciation and Phonetics, Grammar
and Sentence Generation. You will learn the Structure of the Greek language and how it differs from the struc-
ture of English. The new software version (Ver. 2.0) improves the previous version and adds female voice,
more grammar and more dialogs.

� Read and Speak Greek CDROM Ver. 2.0 (6-year course Greek font included) $75.00

A GREATA GREATA GREATA GREATA GREAT     GIFTGIFTGIFTGIFTGIFT

Üëïãï             ðüëç
horse    city

Our Read and Speak English  CDROM teaches English to Greek speaking people. The course teaches Pro-
nunciation, Vocabulary, Reading and the Basics of Grammar equivalent to about two years of school. All instruc-
tions are in Greek.

 We accept VISA, M/C, AMEX, DISCOVER, CHECKS & MONEY ORDER q Check Box for free catalog

� Read and Speak French CDROM-Step 1 (2-year course - Fonts included) $75.00

Card #______________________________________________  Exp. Date: _______/ _____
Product: ________________________________________ X ____ Total $:_______________
Name: ______________________________________________  Phone: _______________
Address:___________________________________________________________________
City __________________________________________ State________ Zip ______________
Your E-mail: ________________________________________________________________

ORDER FORM:   (Please put street and number.  We ship UPS)

R ETIRED CLERGY

Have you ever wondered why:
� Men who have never been west of

Kentucky can tell you about the mentality
of the Japanese?

� Men who can�t pay their credit card
bills have a plan dealing with the national
debt?

� Men who aren�t on speaking terms
with their families know how to achieve
peace in the Middle East?

Therefore, instead of trying to give
advice on what I am not qualified,  I am
simply going to offer a �book review� on
an interesting volume by a Dr. John Bland,
M.D., titled �Live Long, Die Fast: Playing
the Aging Game to Win.�

With a title like that how could I
resist the book? The author, Dr.
John H. Bland, in his 80s, is a
marathon runner, a ski
champion and an eques-
trian. A world-renowned
rheumatologist, he is
professor emeritus at the
University of Vermont.

�Live Long, Die
Fast,� upbeat and lively,
provides sound advice on
staying healthy. I discovered
that although it may not show
it, I�ve been doing some things right.
You may discover that you, too, may be
doing things right. The important thing
now is to continue doing them.

Drink Water
For instance, chapter one stresses that

sufficient water � just plain water� is a vi-
tal necessity in weight control, reducing
wrinkles, important to the urinary tract
and vital to maintaining a healthy blood
flow.

Every night, I  get up several times �
for the obvious reason a 73 year-old has�
but also to enjoy a glass of cold water.  I
continue to make water  my �favorite bev-
erage of choice�  during the day. Thus, I
have that  �sufficient water supply�  Dr.
Bland talks about. Of course, it has not
helped my skin tone� I still have the  scars
from my boyhood acne, but I do seem to
enjoy some of the other benefits. There-
fore, let�s continue drinking at least eight
glasses of  water each day.

Exercise
Of course, you would expect this ath-

letic octogenarian author, Dr. John Bland,
to make a strong statement about the im-
portance of exercise. He does!

Dr. Nick Mamalis (Fr. Jim Mamalis�
son) attended one of the functions His All
Holiness presided over during his USA
sojourn about two years ago. He noticed
how so many of our priests were over-
weight.

�And many were young,� he report-
ed. The exhortation for exercise is not just
for us in the autumn of our years, but for
all of us, including  the active priests who
must continue their stress-filled duties
which involve �a dietary schedule that cre-
ates an occupational hazard,� Dr. Mama-
lis observed.

Muscle movement is essential to the
healthy functioning of the nervous system.
Also, research indicates that clinical de-
pression is relieved in almost all individu-
als, including the elderly, after three-to-

LIVE LONG, DIE FAST:
Playing the Aging Game to Win

five weeks of regular exercise.
Another personal note: Dr. Bland�s

chapters on  this subject have convinced
me to recommit myself to exercise. Al-
though I schedule walking about 2 miles
three times a week � each time followed
by several games of racquetball.

I often  neglect my exercise because
of the joys the monthly newsletter I edit
for our retirees and widowed presbyteres
indirectly provides. I so look forward to
my mail, my e-mail messages, my fax com-
muniques, my phone calls � hearing from
the readers of the newsletter � the  Epistle
� that I often neglect this important as-
pect of life �exercise� which may contrib-
ute toward some healthy years in my re-
tirement.

Edward Stanley, Earl of Derby, once
said, �Those who think they have no time

for bodily exercise will sooner or lat-
er have to find time for illness.�

Or, in the words of Dr.
Robert Butler, an eminent
gerontologist: �If exercise
could be packaged into a
pill it would be the single
most widely prescribed,
and beneficial, medicine
in the nation.�

The chapter on  �The
Danger of Going to Bed,�

should be required reading
for every person suffering from

any illness.  Dr. Bland  proves beyond a
doubt that confinement to bed is an ana-
tomically, physiologically and psycholog-
ically unsound practice. He quotes an old
physician who wrote this four-line verse:

Teach us to live that we may dread
Unnecessary time in bed;
Get people up and we may save
Our patients from an early grave.

Another personal note: I continue to
get up at about six in the morning. I not
only get up but hurry and  get out of the
house; my presbytera won�t �allow� me
in the house too long!

I go to my computer at the church  to
check my  e-mail messages, work on The
Epistle, write a letter or two, usually notes
of gratitude.

If I stay in bed, I feel sluggish the rest
of the day. Of course, I am blessed to have
a place to go � a study which the parish
provides for me. If you do not have a place
outside your home to go to, may I suggest
a study in your home � a  �working� area -
where you may be away from your spouse
for a while, giving each a time for his/her
own private reflection �  �room to breath,�
as someone suggested.

I certainly do not project  myself as a
model  of exemplary living. But I am grate-
ful to God for the stimuli to do some of
the things Dr. Bland recommends.

The chapters on nutrition, maintain-
ing mental fitness, walking as the best ex-
ercise, and sexuality are all absorbing, in-
teresting and informative.

Don�t miss this helpful and entertain-
ing book. You will learn and enjoy Dr.
Bland�s secrets for �playing the aging game
to win.�

Write to Fr Nicholas L. Vieron, RCA
Epistle editor, Pastor Emeritus of The An-
nunciation Church, 573 N. Highland,
Memphis, TN 38122 - (901) 323-9530; E-
mail address: nlvieron@ixlmemphis.com

by Fr. Nicholas Vieron
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In
u New lodge members elected

Delegates to the 77th annual AHEPA
Convention in San Diego elected George
J. Dariotis of Alexandria, Va., as their Su-
preme President on July 6. Dariotis, 36,
is a Flint, Mich., native who has previously
served as Supreme Vice President and
Treasurer. Also elected were Constance
Aretos of San Jose, Calif., Grand President
of the Daughters of Penelope; Mike Pax-
os of Canton, Ohio, Sons of Heracles Su-
preme President; and Niki Spiridakis of
Clearwater, Fla., Grand President of
Maids of Athena.

u Elected to academy
Charles Moskos, Anderson Professor

of Sociology at Northwestern University
in Evanston, Ill., and a leading military
sociologist, recently was elected to the
American Academy of Arts and Sciences.
The venerable institution was founded in
1780 by George Washington, John Adams
and other leaders of the fledgling Ameri-
can republic. The author of more than a
dozen books, including �Greek Ameri-
cans: Struggle and Success,� is also list-
ed in Who�s Who in America� and �Who�s
Who in the World.�

u Outstanding educator
     award

Dr. Harry T. Kolendrianos, professor
of business management at Danville (Va.)
Community College, recently was be-
stowed the Danville Area Chamber of
Commerce�s Award of Excellence in Ed-
ucation. Dr. Kolendrianos is highly active
in civic affairs and in his parish of St. Pe-
ter�s Church.

u New principal named
Koraes Elementary School at Sts.

Constantine and Helen parish in Palos
Hills, Ill., has named Kaliopi D. Flaskos
as the new principal. She succeeds Betty
Kourasis. Ms. Flaskos holds a masters in
education and administration from St.
Xavier University.

uChoir musician honored
More than 350 persons recently fet-

ed George Raptis, choir director of St.
Nicholas Church in Troy, Mich., for his
more than 50 years of involvement with
church music at the parish, diocese and
national levels, including being president
of the Mid-Eastern Federation of Greek
Orthodox Choirs. An Archon, he has also
arranged many liturgical pieces, includ-
ing the Hymn of Kassiane. Mr. Raptis be-
gan directing at the age of 15 at Sts. Con-
stantine and Helen Church in Detroit. He
has worked extensively to minister to the
sick and needy in the Detroit area. He is
the recipient the Church�s highest hon-
ors to laypersons and church musicians,
the St. Romanos Medal and the Medal of
St. Paul. He has sung and directed with
professional groups, including the De-
troit Symphony Orchestra.

Christopher James Chakonas of Oak
Park, Ill., an eighth grade honor roll jun-
ior high school student, was recently
awarded the Village of Oak Park Human
Relations Award for fostering racial and
cultural diversity. He is the son of Will-
iam and Elaine Chakonas of Oak Park. He
was nominated for the award by a mem-
ber of his school�s faculty.

u Human relations
awardee

the early days of Christianity, worshipers celebrat-
ed the Eucharist in private homes, caves, forests
and in the underground catacombs of Rome.

Fledgling Church Takes Root in Oregon Suburb

Private school building used for Sunday services by St. John the Theologian Church over
the past two years.

Name: St. John the Baptist
Greek Orthodox Church
Location:
Beaverton, Oregon
Founded:
August 1997
Diocese:
San Francisco
Size:
About 50 families
Clergy:
Fr. Theodore Dorrance
(Holy Cross �90)
Noteworthy: One of the newest
parishes of the Archdiocese

Today, a few Greek Orthodox here in America have some-
thing in common with those early Christians.

Parishioners of St. John the Baptist parish in this west-
ern suburb of Portland have been renting a private school
building for Sunday services and office space from an
Episcopal church until this month, when they will relo-
cate to part of a basement at a local shopping center.

According to Fr. Theodore, the community signed a
five-year lease for 7,000 square feet of space that will be
divided into a sanctuary and narthex, office, four meet-
ing and Sunday School classrooms, a bookstore, fellow-

ship hall and kitchen. �We will be remodeling from the
ground up,� he told the Observer.

Along with the parish�s physical expansion, St. John
the Baptist has experienced a membership increase
since its founding two years ago when some members
of Holy Trinity Church in Portland saw the need for a
second parish in the metropolitan area.

The part of the city west of the Willamette River,
which divides Portland in two, had been
growing at a phenomenal rate for several
years and that included an increase in the
Orthodox population. Holy Trinity is lo-
cated east of the river, where most of its
parishioners live.

Meetings took place with the Com-
mission for Orthodox Missions and Evan-
gelism, and the Diocese established the
mission parish.

It was designated as the Greek Or-
thodox Parish of Metro West. Metro-
politan Anthony later selected the
Church�s present name by drawing lots
at a banquet after a three-month cam-
paign to educate parishioners about the saints, invite
people from outside the parish to help name the church
and also to raise money for the building fund. About
$135,000 was raised.

Eventually, the community will look for land on
which to build a traditional Byzantine-style church.

Fr. Ted, a convert to Orthodoxy from Protestant-
ism who was serving as an assistant priest at another
parish, was selected as pastor. Originally from Denver,
he married the former Stacy Maniatis of that city, who is
one of the three sisters comprising the group Eikona.

He celebrated the parish�s first Divine Liturgy on
Aug. 3, 1997, in a conference hall with about 40 per-
sons attending.

The priest said that in the church�s first two months
of existence, �we had no pledged members, no sense
of where to meet for services, a few borrowed liturgical
items from Holy Trinity and a handful of committed
people.�

Eventually, the community leased the private paro-
chial school for Sunday morning services. A parishio-

ner offers his home for feast day services during the week
and Saturday vespers. Fr. Ted said that one of the rooms
has a cathedral ceiling and that its layout is conducive to
performing an Orthodox service.

During Holy Week, the pastor celebrated services at
the Episcopal church where the parish also leases some
office space.

St. John�s membership consists of American-born pa-
rishioners of Greek background, as well as many inter-
faith marriage couples, converts, and Orthodox from oth-
er ethnic groups, including Lebanese, Russian and Ser-
bian. �It�s a good cross-section of Orthodoxy,� stated Fr.
Ted.

He describes his ministry at the mission parish as

two-fold: seeking out the unchurched and evangelizing
to the general population.

�There are many inactive Orthodox on the west side
[of Portland] and we try to reach out to them and invite
them to become part of the new parish,� noted Fr. Ted.

In spreading the word of the faith to the general
population, the priest observed that, �Oregon is the most
unchurched state in the union. Many people in the state
have no affiliation with a church community.�

Despite its small
size, the parish has 30
children enrolled in
Sunday School, which
consists of four classes
of combined age
groups. There is no
Greek school.

Several groups
also take an active part

in church life�junior
and senior GOYA, a 10-
voice Byzantine choir, a
women�s group Fr. Ted

calls �a Philoptochos chapter in its infancy,� and Bible
study groups consisting of a weekly general Bible study
and separate monthly gatherings for men and women
that deal with issues of concern to each group.

During the school year, Fr. Ted also holds adult Sun-
day School classes he refers to as �Theology 101� fol-
lowing Divine Liturgy and a brief fellowship period.
About 90 percent of those who attend services remain
for the class.

St. John�s parish funds itself entirely through stew-
ardship. There is no Greek festival. �We have been on
stewardship from the beginning, by necessity,� the priest
said.

Although still in its infancy, St. John the Theologian
Church seems poised to fulfill a vital role in northwest-
ern Oregon. Fr. Ted looks optimistically to the future
and sees continued progress in the parish. �It has been
a blessing to be part of this mission experience,� he said.

� compiled by Jim Golding

Beaverton

PEOPLE

 P A R I S H  p r o f i l e
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W ithin the Gospel of St. Luke, chapter 18:10-24, we
find the parable of the Publican and the Pharisee.
The Pharisee, as you may remember, considers him-

self better than the Publican and tells God in his prayer just �how
good he is.� With his head raised up and his arms outstretched,
standing in the temple he thanks God that he is not like the
Publican or other people such as him. He then lists the things
that he believes will please God: he often goes to the temple, he
fasts regularly and he gives 10% of everything he has.

Isolated in a back corner, there the Publican also stands.
He, however, with his head bowed quietly prays and asks for
forgiveness knowing in his heart that he is unworthy. His prayer
is filled with humility. He knows and feels that God is greater
than he can ever be. So the parable ends with the message that
God accepts the humble prayer of the Publican but not the
boastful prayer of the Pharisee.

Why is being humble important? God is moved by humil-
ity because He is first and foremost humble. He has shown us
this by example, by giving us the most precious gift, His Son.
What more can anyone do? No wonder the Publican�s prayer is
so acceptable to God while the Pharisee�s is so empty.

Our Orthodox faith also teaches us the importance of hu-
mility. This is especially true in the Sacraments of Confession
and Holy Communion. In the Sacrament of Confession, through
the priest we hear the Church�s examples of humility in the
prayer of forgiveness read over our kneeling head. It reads as
follows, �It was God who forgave David through Nathan the
Prophet, when he confessed his sins, and Peter weeping bit-

These are the winning speeches
of this year�s two top finalists in the
St. John Chrysostom National
Oratorical Festival finals, held in
June at Holy Cross School of Theolo-
gy in Brookline, Mass.     � Fr. P.D.S.

The Parable of the Publican and the Pharisee

There can be nothing more
fulfilling, no pleasure
more satisfying, than the

joy of experiencing our own chil-
dren. Not the mere fascination of a
passing moment, but the cumulative
awareness of their growth, develop-
ment and maturity. There is also a
sad, bittersweet feeling that accom-
panies this experience. Our children
grow so fast that eventually they are
not children anymore in their own
self-conciousness. They become
adults, grown-ups who seek either
to emulate us or, at times, to be as
different from us as they possibly
can be. These are but some of the
many complex feelings that a parent
or guardian might experience in the
raising of a child.

In a very real sense, all our
children, our own flesh and blood
and our neighbors� as well, are the
products of our labors, the fruits of
our work. As Orthodox Christians
we are called to be ever-present
within our communities to one
another, as well as within our
families. We are all stewards of our
inheritance. We are all called to be
icons of Christ�s selfless love to-
wards humanity, and most especial-
ly towards the children. They are the
ones who Christ calls us to emulate.
They are truer icons of Christ than
adults can ever hope to be. They are
icons of the hopes and dreams of
Christ�s goodness. Sadly, there are
times when they can also be the
antithesis: they become examples of
the darkest failures of adult neglect
or apathy.

In these wonderful speeches, we
see the promise of spiritual fulfill-
ment and nourishment. In these
speeches and the many other
wonderful speeches that the St. John
Chrysostom Oratorical Festival
produced, one may discern a kind of
hope for our own often troubled
adulthood. And if it is true that �a
child shall lead them,� then what
more could we hope for than these
brilliant and fresh words, fresh and
new, not because we have never
heard them before, but because we
hear them again as though for the
first time. In these two speeches we
may hear the echo of Christ�s living
presence in our greatest treasure -
our children. In these two speeches
we may hear that Christ was present
in all of the speeches.

These speeches are a window
into our own souls. We must ask
ourselves what it is we care most
about. We must ask ourselves what
we wish to contribute most to the
future of the Church. Will our legacy
to our children be one of divisive
conflict? Or shall we unite ourselves
to the saving grace of Christ�s
message of love in the lives of our
community�s children?

In the next few months, the
readers of the Orthodox Observer
will have numerous opportunities to
help guarantee a future for the
ministries that support and sustain
the growth of our children. Let us
read these speeches and reflect upon
the greatness that can be found in
the humble words spoken by chil-
dren who look for the good, who
strive to make things better, and
seek to do their best. Let us emulate
the inheritors of our best efforts.

In the Trisagion Prayers, we assert that the �Lord is the Trea-
sury of good things and the Giver of Life.�

As Orthodox Christians, what concerns should we have now
that cloning technology exists?

Humankind has progressed considerably in this last cen-
tury: the invention of computers and cars;
the discovery of penicillin and DNA; nuclear
power, space exploration and the introduc-
tion of gene therapy. Through trial and er-
ror, we humans have learned that new sci-
entific developments can be double-edged
swords. Scientific advances can have ben-
efits along with tragic consequences, and
such circumstances naturally stir up heated
controversy. One such controversial issue
is cloning, the creation of an exact replica
of a living being by artificial means.

Eventually, the future of cloning tech-
nology will be determined, even though
many of us are confused as to whether or
not cloning is a help to humanity or a hin-
drance. We may wish that we did not have
to face this dilemma of what to do about
cloning, but the truth is that such an im-
portant scientific discovery with moral over-
tones cannot be ignored. Thankfully, there
is assistance through this quagmire of con-
fusion that we, as Orthodox Christians, can
and must turn to. That assistance is God, our ultimate and only
source of the light and truth.

Advocates of this new technology say cloning can be used
to create organs for people in dire need of a transplant when a
donor is unavailable, or to create more members of an endan-
gered species that is frightfully near to extinction. Such humani-
tarian services seem to only have benefits. However, cloning is
creating artificially what God has created naturally. Let us reflect
upon the first creation story with which we are all familiar: the
Garden of Eden in the Book of Genesis. All living beings procre-
ate, but God is the sole creator of life out of nothingness. Hu-
mans were created by God to thrive in the Garden of Eden, not
to create a new one.
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terly for his denial, and the sinful woman in tears at his feet,
and the Publican and the Prodigal Son.�

During the Divine Liturgy, when we gather as one family,
we learn the practice of humility by example by praying for
others, for ourselves, by kneeling, kissing the icons, lighting a
candle and making the sign of the Cross. Finally and most im-
portant we come before Christ to receive His Body and Blood,
humbly asking Him to live and be with us.

The Sacraments and regular Church attendance teach us
about humility and how important it is to our everyday life. It
is not easy to do but if we stay close to the teachings of Christ
and His Church then humility is possible and can make a dif-
ference not only in us but those we meet every day.

In conclusion, the parable of the Publican and the Phari-
see can definitely be applied to our world today. On the one
hand the Pharisee�s way says �Look at me! I am better than
others. I easily can see your weaknesses. God loves me more
because I do so much for Him.� The other way is that of the
Publican. He prays humbly knowing he is unworthy before God.
He recognizes how far he is from Him and feels that he cannot
even look up because of his many sins.

Which of these two ways do you think is more acceptable
to God and will help us become more humble Orthodox Chris-
tians? The answer is clear, �for everyone who exalts himself
will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.�
(Luke 18:14).

Christian Krommydas is the 1999 St. John Chrysostom
Oratorical Festival Junior Division First Place winner, and a
member of St. Demetrios Church, Weston, Mass.

As we can see, cloning creates an ethical dilemma. We might
conclude that cloning is almost like playing God. We ask our-
selves: What should we do? Again, we turn to the Holy Bible for
clarification.

In the story of the Tower of Babel in Genesis chapter 11, we
recall that the people of the earth wished to build a tower that
reached into Heaven, to reach God�s level. But when these people
tried to do so, God scattered the people, dividing them into
isolated groups. How will this issue of cloning divide us?

Before we can form an opinion on such a divisive issue, we
must first think about the actual clones. Currently, scientists can-

not create organs by themselves; they can
only grow them within human bodies. Ac-
cording to the November 6, 1998, issue of
Newsweek Magazine, some scientists want
to grow organs for transplants from �par-
tially cloned� human bodies. Wouldn�t ex-
perimentation with these clones, these liv-
ing beings, be a crime against nature and
humanity? What about a soul, would these
clones have souls as well? What is our
Church�s position on this?

In reference to humanity�s actions and
how these actions influence the natural
world, His All Holiness Patriarch Barth�
olomew has stated that: �To commit a crime
against the natural world is a sin.� Our Pa-
triarch was the first international religious
leader to call crimes against the natural
world a sin. On cloning specifically, His Emi-
nence Archbishop Christodoulos of Greece
acknowledges that although cloning may
have benefits, it must be regulated by
�sound moral and ethical judgment.�

Ultimately, it will be the responsibility of all of us to decide
whether cloning is appropriate or not. How much should this
new technology be restrained? How can its progress be moni-
tored? Should it be used at all?

These questions, however difficult they may be, must be
answered soon, for the technology is already available. The final
question we must all ask ourselves is this: In humankind�s at-
tempt to manipulate and clone human life, is humankind build-
ing a second Tower of Babel?

Maria Varmazis is the 1999 St. John Chrysostom Oratorical
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