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JERUSALEM � A craggy limestone rock
revered as the resting place of the Virgin
Mary on her journey to Bethlehem to give
birth to Jesus has been uncovered amid a
newly discovered ancient Byzantine church,
archaeologists announced early November.

The Church of the Kathisma - the �seat,�
in Greek - is mentioned in early Christian
sources and was a pilgrimage site for Chris-
tians as early as the 5th century A.D., said
Yuval Baruch, an archaeologist for the Israeli
Antiquities Authority who co-directed the dig
that uncovered the rock and the church sur-
rounding the revered site.

Forgotten for hundreds of years, the
church and the rock were finally identified
in the past month during excavations trig-
gered by a request to install water supply
lines for contractors working on the contro-
versial Jerusalem area settlement of Har
Homa.

Discovered Almost by Accident
Israeli archaeologists discovered the

church almost by accident during the wid-
ening of the Jerusalem-Bethlehem highway
six years ago.

�We have known that there were an-
tiquities here for a number of years,� said
Baruch. �But archaeologically, what we have
found is a sensation. It is rare to  excavate a
site that can both be identified with certainty,
and which is linked to a historical story.�

The octagonal church that has emerged
in view is the largest example of an eight-
sided Byzantine structure in the Holy Land,
Baruch said. It measures 173 feet long and

Rock Found Where Virgin Mary Rested

143 feet wide, and is centered around the
revered rock, which measures about six feet
in diameter.

Rina Avner, the archaeologist in charge
of the dig, said the church was far larger
than two other octagonal churches in the

Holy Land.
�It struck me that since the legend says

there is a rock here, and we had established
that the church was octagonal, I felt sure that
the rock must be in the middle,� Avner said.

See VIRGIN MARY on page 31

PITTSBURGH � At Patriarch Bartho-
lomew�s arrival at Andrews Air Force Base
nearly a month ago, it was rainy and blus-
tery.

In contrast, Monday, Nov. 17 was a
sunny, but cool day at Pittsburgh Interna-
tional where the Patriarch and his entourage
exited one final time from the vehicles of
their motorcade toboard their chartered
Boeing 727 for home.

Ecumenical Patriarch
Ends Historic Visit

By Jim Golding

See PITTSBURGH, on page 32

It was raining tears and emotion, how-
ever, as Archdiocese staff members and and
Patriarchal staff and guests who had formed
a close camraderie over the past four weeks
exchanged handshakes and hugs at plane-
side.

A few minutes earlier, His All Holiness
held a press conference with several repre-
sentatives of local and Greek news media
and reflected on his momentous visit.

�What a moving and joy-filled experi-
ence this has been, as we have traveled
across this most hospitable and progressive
nation,� remarked Patriarch Bartholomew.

He recounted his meetings with Presi-
dent Clinton and the many high-ranking of-
ficials, including senators, governors, may-
ors, the UN secretary general, Jewish and
Muslim leaders and the opportunity to ad-

PATRIARCH DIODOROS of Jerusalem holds a press conference at the site of the rock that
according to tradition served as the Virgin Mary�s resting place on her way to Bethlehem.
The site recently was unearthed by archaeologists. (Reuters/David Silverman/Archive Photos)

CHRISTMAS 1997

To the Reverend Clergy, the Presi-
dents of the Parish Councils, the Monks
and Nuns, the Philoptochos Sisterhoods,
the Youth and all devout Christians of the
Holy Archdiocese of America.

My dear brothers and sisters, and
beloved children in Christ,

The sacred feast of Christmas is
known in Orthodox patristic and liturgical
tradition as the �metropolis of feasts.� In
other words, Christmas is the first, we
could say, the mother feast, of all the other
Christian holidays. It is the feast that gives
the first joy that culminates in the ultimate
feast, the Resurrection.

All the feasts of the Church present
us with different aspects of the great mys-
tery of the salvation of mankind and of the
world that has been accomplished �in
Christ�.  These feasts give us an opportu-
nity to approach this mystery and to make
it part of our lives.  But Christmas enjoys
a certain preeminence, that is, a special
priority because it is centered at the focal
point of the history of the world�s salva-
tion  � the incarnation and the taking on
of human nature by our Lord, God and
Savior Jesus Christ.

for mankind and the world. It divides his-
tory itself into two parts, that which is
�before Christ�,  and that which is �af-
ter Christ.�  The first period was a time
of promise and preparation for salvation.
The second period of eschatological an-
ticipation, the ultimate realization of sal-
vation. The Church of today is passing
through this second period. She draws
Her purpose out of the well of
eschatological truth, and so refreshed,
determines Her course.

Christmas anticipates the objective
of the salvation of the world, that is, of
our entrance into the Kingdom of Heaven.
It looks to the restoration of the  original
paradise that was lost, of intimate dis-
course with the Creator, within the
Church. This is emphasized by the in-
spired words that begin the service of the
Sacred Proskomide. This first portion of
the Divine Liturgy symbolizes the miracle
of Bethlehem, �Make ready, O
Bethlehem, Eden is opened to all. Be
radiant, O Ephratha, for in the cave the
Tree of Life has blossomed from the Vir-
gin, whose womb has been manifested
as a noetic Paradise, and partaking of

The Birth of Christ constitutes the great
saving event in the history of the world.
Christmas did not come about by chance
but, �when the fullness of time had come.�
It� s goal was �the culmination of the ages�,
the ultimate manifestation  of God�s plan

Archbishop Spyridon�s Christmas Encyclical

See ENCYCLICAL, on page 4

NEW YORK � A bomb tossed on the roof
of the Patriarchal Cathedral of St. George on
Dec. 3 seriously injured a priest and caused
extensive damage to the building, including
the office of Ecumenical Patriarch Bartho-
lomew. He was not in his office at the time
of the bombing, about midnight.

According to the press reports, the ex-
plosion seriously injured the Rev. Deacon
Nektarios Nikolou, who suffered several
deep cuts on his body from shrapnel and
glass. He was rushed to the American Hos-
pital where he underwent three-hours of
surgery. He later was reported to be in stable
condition.

The blast also shattered part of the Ca-
thedral roof and numerous windows, dam-
aged gutters and scattered shrapnel around
the courtyard of the Patriarchal compound.

No one has claimed responsibility for
this attack, but police suspected militant Is-
lamic groups as culprits in two previous
bombing attacks at the Patriarchate, in 1994
and 1996. Neither caused any injuries.

Archbishop Spyridon strongly con-
demned the attack in a statement he issued.
�Six weeks after he received the Congres-
sional Gold Medal, the Ecumenical Patriarch
was threatened by a bomb blast directed at
him and his Church. This is unacceptable. It

Patriarchate Bombed,
Priest Seriously Hurt

See BOMBING, on page 4
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Thanksgiving, 1997

Your Graces, Reverend Fathers, Par-
ish Council Members, and All of the Faith-
ful of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of
America,

Greetings to you in the name of our
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!

The uniquely American feast of
Thanksgiving is a wonderful opportunity
for us to gather as a nation before the Lord
to thank Him for the blessings which he
has graciously bestowed upon us. If  we
think about it, these blessings � the free-
doms, the abundance, the opportunities �
should be things for which all people in
the world can give thanks. But this is not
the case.

In some countries, people cannot
worship as they choose. In others, the right
to free speech is silenced. In some places,
starvation is the norm. In yet others, life
itself hangs in a perpetual balance. True,
as Americans we are very fortunate. But
do we ever think about why we are so for-
tunate? Or rather, what it is that our good
fortune obligates us to do?

After all, it is not that the grace of God
shines on us any more brightly than it does
on others; God�s grace is given equally to
all people, and His blessings come in many
forms. Nevertheless, the particular bless-
ings we enjoy, and for which our country
is admired by the entire world, compel us
� while giving thanks � to make these
same blessings, since they are indeed gifts
from God, tangibly present in other
peoples� lives.

Take for example, the abundance of
food on our tables. Are we not compelled
by our holy Orthodox Faith to share it with
those who are hungry? And the homes in
which we find shelter. Are we not asked
by our Lord and Master to give refuge to
those who are in need? And what of the

Thanksgiving Encyclical �97
opportunities that have come our way?
Are we not required to give others the
same chances we have had?

We all know the answers to these
questions. But have we answered them as
our Faith requires?

This year we, as a Church, had a visi-
tor that challenged our answers to these
questions. His All Holiness Ecumenical Pa-
triarch Bartholomew, our spiritual father,
who sits on the most glorious throne of
Christendom and at the same time lives
in the most humble of surroundings, came
to ask us as an Orthodox community to
give an accounting of our faith, and of
the use we have made of the blessings God
has given to us.

In essence, in whatever forum he
spoke, he asked: in a land of religious free-
dom, do we give thanks for being able to
freely celebrate the Eucharist? In a land
of plenty, do we share with those in pov-
erty? In a land of opportunity, do we
choose wisely? In a land of excess, have
we been good stewards of creation? In a
land of �liberty and justice for all,� do we
always stand up for what is right?

By challenging us in this way, His All
Holiness directed us anew toward a more
enlightened understanding of our Ortho-
dox Faith.

Therefore, let us indeed come to-
gether at this time of thanksgiving, and
give thanks first and foremost for this
spiritual reawakening. It is only from such
a vantage point that we can then give
proper thanks for the good fortune we
enjoy, and for the opportunity we have to
share this good fortune with others, which
is nothing other than the opportunity for
salvation.

With paternal blessings

NEW YORK.� His Eminence Arch-
bishop Spyridon recently was unanimously
acclaimed as chairman of the Standing Con-
ference of Canonical Orthodox Bishops in
America.

The announcement was made at a news
conference on Oct. 24 following a meeting
at Holy Trinity Archdiocesan Cathedral in
New York of Orthodox hierarchs with Ecu-
menical Patriarch Bartholomew.

The post had been left vacant follow-
ing the retirement of Archbishop Iakovos,
former head of the Greek Orthodox Arch-
diocese, in July 1996.

Since becoming Archbishop in Septem-
ber 1996, His Eminence has worked closely
with the various hierarchs of other Ortho-
dox jurisdictions in the United States.

SCOBA was founded in 1960 and is
comprised of the heads of all canonical Or-
thodox jurisdictions in the United States. It

Archbishop Spyridon Unanimously
Acclaimed as Head of SCOBA

brings together the hierarchs in regular
meetings for discussions and decisions on
ecumenical and inter-Orthodox matters.

The conference serves to strengthen the
ties among the canonical Orthodox Churches
and to strengthen their administration and
visibility. SCOBA�s Study and Planning Com-
mission supervises the activities of all the
SCOBA commissions and committees.

Member Churches of the Conference
are: the Albanian Orthodox Diocese of
America, American Carpatho-Russian Or-
thodox Greek Catholic Diocese in the USA,
the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdio-
cese of North America, the Bulgarian East-
ern Orthodox Church, the Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese of America, the Orthodox
Church in America, the Romanian Ortho-
dox Archdiocese, the Serbian Orthodox
Church in the United States and Canada, the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the U.S.A.

A R C H D I O C E S E   N E W S

NEW YORK- The Holy and Sacred
Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of
Constantinople announced Nov. 24 that af-
ter studying the recent request by the
Synodal Bishops of the Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese of America, it elevated these
Bishops to the ecclesiastical rank of Metro-
politan.

The request for this change was made
by the Synodal Bishops of the Greek Ortho-
dox Archdiocese of America to the Holy and
Sacred Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarch-
ate of Constantinople. His Eminence Arch-
bishop Spyridon had previously given his
consent to the request of the Bishops.

This action was taken by the Holy and
Sacred Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarch-
ate in order to honor the ministries of these
Bishops in America.

Henceforth, the following are the new
titles for the Bishops serving in the United
States of America:

1) His Grace Bishop Iakovos of Chicago
is named Metropolitan of Krinis and Presid-
ing Hierarch of the Diocese of Chicago;

2) His Grace Bishop Anthony of San
Francisco is named Metropolitan of
Dardanellion and Presiding Hierarch of the
Diocese of San Francisco;

3) His Grace Bishop Maximos of Pitts-
burgh is named Metropolitan of Aenos and
Presiding Hierarch of the Diocese of Pitts-
burgh;

4) His Grace Bishop Methodios of Bos-
ton is named Metropolitan of Aneon and
Presiding Hierarch of the Diocese of Bos-
ton;

5) His Grace Bishop Isaiah of Denver is
named Metropolitan of Proikonisou and Pre-
siding Hierarch of the Diocese of Denver.

His Grace Bishop Nicholas of Amissos
of the Carpatho-Russian jurisdiction in
America was also elevated by the Holy and
Sacred Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarch-
ate of Constantinople to the rank of TITU-
LAR Metropolitan of Amissos.

The bestowing of the ecclesiastical title
of Metropolitan in no way changes the Char-
ter of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese in
America, nor does it in any way affect the
unity of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese
in America.

The name of each Diocese and its ter-
ritorial boundaries remain the same. Also,
the administrative structure of the Greek
Orthodox Archdiocese of America remains
the same.

Bishops Elevated to
Rank of Metropolitan

NEW YORK.� The new US ambassa-
dor to Greece, Richard Burns, visited His
Eminence Archbishop Spyridon of America
and had an hour-long meeting centered on
policy issues relating to Greece and Cyprus,
the role of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of
Constantinople and the Halki School of The-
ology.

Speaking later to reporters, the US offi-
cial said: �It was the first time we met, and
it was my pleasure to hear some of his views
and advise. I regard him as a very important
personality since he represents the leader-

Spyridon Receives New US Ambassador to Athens
ship of the Greek-American community,
which is the closest tie in the relations be-
tween the US and Greece.�

Replying to a question as to what would
the primary targets of his mission�s be, Mr.
Burns said since he had not yet presented
his credentials to the Greek state, �I can�t
talk of politics now, it wouldn�t be right be-
fore meeting Greece�s prime minister.�

He added that he would spend his first
months in Greece mainly listening, in or-
der to become acquainted with his new
duties.
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A R C H D I O C E S E   N E W S

IN A FESTIVE
CELEBRATION OF THE FEAST DAY

OF ST. SPYRIDON of TRYMITHOUS,
THE WONDERWORKER AND

PATRON SAINT
OF ARCHBISHOP SPYRIDON,

OUR SPIRITUAL LEADER
IN AMERICA

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 12, 1997
6:00 - 9:00 p.m.

GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA
8-10 East 79th Street � New York, NY 10021

Following is a memorandum issued by
the Office of Archbishop Spyridon on Nov.
24 that addresses several major issues af-
fecting the Church in America and the faith-
ful.

Dear Faithful of the Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese of America,

The message of the Church for nearly
2,000 years has been the proclamation of
the love of our resurrected Lord Jesus Christ
to all  people. The Church, the  Body of
Christ, was manifested by the Lord through
the descent of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost
in order to be the household of God, to bring
all people to  the knowledge of truth and to
sanctify (make holy) the lives of the  faith-
ful.

The Church preaches peace and love
to the entire world, and must always  be the
source of peace. When certain issues are
discussed without the proper understand-
ing of facts, and rumors and innuendoes
threaten the peace of  the Church, then it is
in the best interest of all for the truth to be
plainly articulated, in order that peace al-
ways be present in the life and ministry of
the Church.

For this reason, the following issues are
succinctly and specifically addressed for the
edification of all.

1. Lay Participation in the Gover-
nance of the Church

Lay people are involved in all aspects
of Church administration. There have been
no changes in any of the established ways
in which lay people participate in Church
administration.

On the Parish, Diocesan and
Archdiocesan levels, all boards, councils and
committees exist and function according to
established Archdiocesan guidelines, which
include the Archdiocesan Charter and Uni-
form Parish Regulations.

2. Charter of the Archdiocese

The current Charter of the Archdiocese
has been granted to our Church by the Holy
and Sacred Synod of the Ecumenical Patri-
archate of Constantinople. There are no
changes proposed by the Archdiocese to the
Charter and the current Charter functions
as always. (As regards the new titles of the
Diocesan Bishops of the Archdiocese, please
see related story on page 2.)

A Message to the Faithful on Key Church Issues
a reality. At the Leadership 100 Board of
Trustees Meeting in Chicago, on Novem-
ber 20, 1997, a plan which achieves these
objectives was adopted by the Trustees. This
plan has the blessing of His Eminence and
will result in a separate corporate status for
Leadership 100 in the very near future. The
mission and purposes of Leadership 100
remain as they have always been, although
they will now be enhanced by a revitalized
organizational structure.

10. Sexual Misconduct Policy
   and Procedure

The Archdiocese is strongly committed
to preventing sexual misconduct. A State-
ment of Policy on Sexual Misconduct has
been adopted by the Archdiocese which
establishes the policies and procedures to
be followed in any case of sexual abuse or
harassment. The policy outlines specific pro-
cedures and guidelines for cases of miscon-
duct and provides for independent Contact
Persons. This policy is one aspect of a com-
prehensive program of informational and
educational programs, screening practices,
insurance programs and pastoral responsi-
bility.

11. St. Basil�s Academy

St. Basil�s Academy, supported gener-
ously by the Philoptochos Chapters through-
out the country, is open and ministers to
needy children. The Academy offers the chil-
dren lodging, food, religious education, and
Greek cultural and language instruction, a
loving environment and family atmosphere.
The formal schooling is now provided by
the Highland Falls Central School District
which is one of the best in New York State.

The Archdiocese has and will continue
to offer the best to these children and to all
who are in need. The Archdiocese encour-
ages any person who knows of children who
could benefit from the care that the Acad-
emy offers not to hesitate in contacting the
Archdiocese, the National Philoptochos, or
the Academy directly.

12. Hellenic College/Holy Cross

The beloved School of our Archdiocese
is concluding its Fall Semester. The School
has a total of 63 students in the College and
109 students in the School of Theology.

All classes have been taught by well

DECEMBER........

BIBLE GUIDE

3. Language in Liturgical Worship

Every priest of the Archdiocese is en-
couraged to minister to the best of his abil-
ity to the faithful of his parish community.
Each priest is to minister to the faithful en-
trusted to his care in the language which
the faithful understand and to make every
effort to speak to all members of his com-
munity. The one priority is to preach the
Gospel so all can understand, without
changing the Greek Orthodox way and tra-
dition of worship.

4. Church Choirs

All people, men and women, are en-
couraged to sing in the parish church choirs.
No one is to be excluded, and all are invited
to add their voice to the worship of God in
the Liturgical Services. Youth, or children�s
choirs, are also encouraged to be established
throughout the Archdiocese.

5. Clergy to Wear Cassocks and
Wear Beards

It must be noted that for a priest to wear
a beard and to dress in a cassock is custom-
ary for an Orthodox priest.

Therefore, it is most certainly not odd
to see a priest dressed in this way in the
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America.

It must be noted, however, that there
is no directive or decree mandating these
issues to the priests of this Archdiocese.

6. Orthodox Christian
Mission Center

There has been no change in the orga-
nization, structure or mission of the OCMC.
The Greek Orthodox Archdiocese has fully
supported and encouraged this vital mission-
ary outreach under the auspices of SCOBA,
and will work towards the future growth and
expansion of Orthodox missions.

7. SCOBA

The Standing Conference of the Canoni-
cal Orthodox Bishops in America exists and
functions as it always has. It is an expres-
sion of Orthodox unity in America whose
chairman is His Eminence Archbishop
Spyridon, and whose ministry is fully sup-
ported by the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese
of America. All the members of SCOBA met
with His All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew in New York and were given
the commission to enhance and encourage
its work in the future.

8. Monasticism

Monasticism is growing and develop-
ing in the United States. The Archdiocese
encourages its growth according to the Can-
ons and the Holy Tradition of the Orthodox
Church. The particular prayer life and daily
cycle of the Monastery is a blessed thing,
different from the life of the parish commu-
nity. The monastery is a place of pilgrimage
and an oasis of spirituality for the entire
Church. The Monastery and parish commu-
nity are separate entities and each must with
integrity and truthfulness fulfill its mission,
without one imposing its own way on the
other. The goal of saving the soul of every
person is shared by both communities, how-
ever, each has its own particular way of func-
tioning.

9. Leadership 100

Leadership 100 is a perpetual and in-
violate endowment of the Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese of America. The income derived
from the endowment is used solely for seed-
ing and nurturing programs of the National
Ministries of the Archdiocese.

For many years, there has been a de-
sire to give the organization a more substan-
tial form within the Archdiocese, as well as
clearer definition to the endowment nature
of the funds. The Archbishop has worked
with the Board of Trustees and Executive
Committee of Leadership 100 to make this

qualified professors with the customary full
range of core and elective classes. His Emi-
nence Archbishop Spyridon has visited the
campus five times this semester in order to
fellowship with the students, and chair Ex-
ecutive Committee meetings and full meet-
ings of the Board of Trustees.

Regarding the question of the accredi-
tation of Hellenic College/Holy Cross, the
following quote is taken from the statement
on the accreditation status of HC/HC issued
on November 14, 1997 by the New England
Association of Schools and Colleges, Inc.:

�HC/HC�s current official status is the
same as any other accredited institution.
However, because of a complaint lodged
against the institution regarding its fulfillment
of the standards on  Organization and Gov-
ernance and Faculty the Commission has
determined to send a fact finding team to
the institution. It would not  be accurate to
say that the accreditation of the institution
is now in jeopardy because of the complaint
nor does the site visit represent an impend-
ing loss of accreditation.�

13. Archbishop Iakovos Library

The construction of the �Archbishop
Iakovos Library� is proceeding according to
schedule on the campus of Hellenic College/
Holy Cross with an anticipated opening
scheduled for the Fall Semester of 1998.

14. Legal Affairs
  of the Archdiocese

The Archdiocese has established an
Office of General Counsel to review legal
matters involving the Archdiocese. The Gen-
eral Counsel works closely with the Legal
Committee of the Archdiocesan Council to
provide legal advice and guidance to the
Archdiocese.

15. March 6-7, 1998 Meeting of
  the Archdiocesan Council

The upcoming meetings of the National
Philoptochos and the Archdiocesan Coun-
cil will be held at the Holy Trinity Arch-
diocesan Cathedral and Center in New York
City. By holding these meetings in our own
facilities rather than hotels, the Archdiocese
will save significant funds which can be re-
directed for the National Ministries of the
Church.

1  M ............. 1 Cor. 14:20-26; Lk. 19:37-44
2  T .................. Rom. 11:2-12; Lk. 19:45-48
3  W ................ Rom. 10:11-11:2; Lk. 20:1-8
4  Th .................. Gal. 3:23-4:5; Mk. 5:24-34
5  F ................... Gal. 5:22-6:2; Mt. 11:27-30
6  S ................... Heb. 13:17-21; Lk. 6:17-23
7  SUN ................. Eph. 4:1-7; Lk. 13:10-17
8  M ............ 2 Thes. 2:13-3:5; Lk. 20:27-44
9  T ..................... Gal. 4:22-27; LK. 8:16-21
10 W Eph. 6:10-17; Lk. 21:5-8, 10-11, 20-24
11 Th ............... Gal. 5:22-6:2; Lk. 21:28-33
12  F ..................... Eph. 5:8-19; Jn. 10:9-16
13  S ................ Eph. 6:10-17; Lk. 13:19-29
14  SUN .............. Col. 3:4-11; Lk. 14:16-24
15  M ........... 2 Tim. 1:8-18; Mk. 2:23, 3:1-5
16   T ............... 1 Tim. 5:11-21; Jn. 10:9-16
17   W Heb. 11:33-12:2, 13:7-16; Lk. 11:44-12:1
18   Th ........... 1 Tim. 6:17-21; Mk. 9:10-15
19   F ................ 2 Tim. 1:1-18; Mk. 9:33-41
20   S .................. Gal. 3:8-12; Lk. 13:19-29
21  SUN ... Heb. 11:9-10, 32-40; Mt. 1:1-25
22  M .... Gal. 3:23-29, 4:1-5; Mk. 9:42-10:1
23  T .............. 2 Tim. 3:16-4:4; Mk. 10:2-12
24  W ..................... Heb. 1:1-12; Lk. 2:1-20
25  Th ....................... Gal. 4:4-7, Mt. 2:1-12
26  F ................... Heb. 2:11-18; Mt. 2:13-23
27  S ...... Acts 6:8-7:5, 47-60; Mt. 12:15-21
28  SUN .............. Gal. 1:11-19; Mt. 2:13-23
29  M .................. Heb. 2:11-18; Mt. 2:13-23
30  T .................. Heb. 4:1-13; Mk. 11:11-23
31  W ............. Heb. 5:11-6:8; Mk. 11:23-26

OPEN HOUSE
AT THE ARCHDIOCESE

ALL ARE INVITED !
AS THE CHURCH CELEBRATES THE JOY OF THE CHRISTMAS SEASON
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AHIF 1/4 PG
NEG

Nov. 1-17 - His Eminence accompanied
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew on his tour
of the United States.

 MONDAY, Nov. 17 - Meeting with Holy
Cross School of Theology trustees, Brookline,
Mass.

TUESDAY, Nov. 18 - Visit of the new U.S.
Ambassador to Greece, R. Nicholas Burns,
Archdiocese headquarters.

- Visit of Professor Michael Damanakis,
director of the Department of Primary Educa-
tion, University of  Crete, Archdiocese head-
quarters.

THURSDAY, Nov. 20 - White House
breakfast for religious leaders with President
Clinton.

FRIDAY, Nov. 21 -  Meeting with
Greece�s Minister of Merchant Marine Stavros
Soumakis, Archdiocese headquarters.

-  Annual Chrysanthemum Ball, Plaza

Schedule of  public events for Archbishop Spyridon
November 1997

Hotel, Manhattan
SUNDAY, Nov. 23 -  Thyranoixia for As-

cension Church, Fairview, N.J.
-  Testimonial dinner in honor of  Rev.

George Passias and Presbytera Mary, hosted
by St. Nicholas community, Flushing, Terrrace
on the Park.

MONDAY, Nov. 24- Vespers, St.
Catherine Greek Orthodox Church, Astoria,
N.Y.

TUESDAY, Nov. 25 - Orthros and Di-
vine Liturgy, St. Catherine�s Church, Astoria

THURSDAY, Nov. 27 - Dinner with
homeless people in Brooklyn

SATURDAY, Nov. 29 - Vespers at St. An-
drew Greek Orthodox Church, Dover, N.J.

SUNDAY, Nov. 30 - Divine Liturgy for
Feast Day of St. Andrew, patron saint of Ar-
chons, Holy Trinity Cathedral, 319 E. 74th St.,
Manhattan.

the Divine Shoot we shall live and not die
as Adam. Christ is born, raising the image
that has fallen.�

This incarnation bridges once and for
all the chasm that sin had created in the re-
lationship between God and mankind, and
in the relationship  between the uncreated
Creator and the created world.  When the
Uncreated was clothed with created nature,
creation was established upon an unshak-
able foundation. It was established upon the
Body of Christ, the Church. The body that
Christ received from the All Holy Theotokos
was the �flesh of the Church� according to
Saint John Chrysostom. On account of this
we receive divine grace and are fed mysti-
cally and spiritually in the Holy Eucharist.

Christmas celebrates the fact that
Christ and the Church are the foundation of
the world. Together, they direct the life of
the world and its future actualization. No
more can divine grace and the gift of salva-
tion be taken from the world.  Nothing is
able to alter the truth of the Church, the real
presence of the body of Christ. Christ has
entered history through the Incarnation.  He
has destroyed the gates of hell by His Res-
urrection.  Christ, �the Son of the Virgin,�

is �the Lord of Glory�. He lived as a real
man, �trampled down death,� �overcame
the devil� and abides with us until the con-
summation of the ages.

This message of salvation is summa-
rized in the most familiar hymn associated
with the Nativity, �Glory of God in the high-
est and on earth peace, good will among
all people.�  The glory of God, His peace
and goodwill are the provisions that our
world today still has need of in order to live
and be saved. The Church continues to of-
fer these necessities. They are gifts from God
that are freely offered. And they become our
possessions by conscious participation and
faith. With these gifts, we become able to
effectively confront every adversity, every
dispute, opponent, and dissension.  All these
sins violate the natural rights of human ex-
istence and are ideals of the Body of Christ,
the Church.  I pray that with the spiritual
Christmas treasures of divine glory, peace
and good will, that all of us together may
celebrate this year the Nativity of our Lord.

Christmas Encyclical
from page1

Patriarchate Bombed, Priest Seriously Hurt

A R C H D I O C E S E   N E W S

is inconveivable that the basic human rights,
such as freedom  of worship, the ability to
live a peaceful life according to the law of
one�� own country, and the freedom to live
with the constant fear of having one�s life
and property destroyed without cause, are
still abused and denied in countries such as
Turkey,� His Eminence said.

In a letter to President Clinton, His
Eminence writes:

�It saddens my heart that just days af-
ter the visit of His All Holiness Ecumenical
Patriarch Bartholomew to the White House
and the meaningful conversation which you
shared with the Ecumenical Patriarch, that I
write to personally bring to your attention
that the Patriarchal compound in Istanbul,
Turkey has been bombed and that a clergy-
man of the Ecumenical Patriarchate was se-
riously injured by this terrible act of violence.

It is inconceivable that at the dawn of
the 21st century, human rights, freedom of
religion and the desire to live a peaceful life
are still being trod upon in Turkey.

Mr. President, you met the Ecumenical
Patriarch and heard, as did all Americans,
his message of peace, love and reconcilia-
tion. Is it possible that the response to this

message could be a bomb, bloodshed, de-
struction of property and the blatant tram-
pling upon of the spiritual message of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate, which is being pro-
claimed for nearly 2,000 years?

As we anticipate the Birth of our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace,
and accept His message of love for all people
into our hearts, it is my prayer that the Lord
inspire you and guide you to use your hon-
orable office to protect those who suffer and
who are being persecuted at the Ecumeni-
cal Patriarchate of Constantinople and
throughout the world.�

According to the Associated Press, the
recently completed trip of Patriarch
Bartholomew to the United States has dis-
turbed radical Muslims, who accused him
of hoping to found an Orthodox state on
Turkish soil.

A statement issued by the Ecumenical
Patriarchate �denounces and condemns this
act as an act of violence, which is not con-
sistent with the notion of tolerance gener-
ally prevailing in the world.�

The statement also said, �It is the
Patriarchate�s right to ask as this moment for
lawful protection by the legal system of the
country in which the Patriarchate lives and
peacefully conducts its spiritual activities.�

ATHENS (ANA) � Ankara�s intention
to re-open the Halki School of Theology is
awaiting signatures by Turkey�s council of
ministers, the Istanbul daily �Hurriyet� again
reported Nov. 28.

However, it stated that �the conservative
ministers of the government refuse to sign,
arguing that no permit can be given for the
opening of a Christian theological school, while
there is a ban on high school sections of Is-
lamic theological schools. The paper added
that this refusal hinders on the collection of
the necessary signatures to pass the bill.

Turkey�s foreign ministry proposed the
granting of a license to the Halki school,

Halki Re-Opening a Strong Possibility

from page1

closed by Ankara since the late �60s, as soon
as possible, �before the manifestation of any
pressure by the U.S. Congress forcing Tur-
key to grant concessions,� Hurriyet stated.

According to the daily, Turkey�s foreign
ministry considers that the Theological
School of Halki matter �damages Turkey�s
image without any benefit.�

U.S. President Bill Clinton is expected
to discuss the issue with Turkish Prime Min-
ister Mesut Yilmaz when the latter visits
Washington. President Clinton informed
Ecumenical Patriarch [Bartholomew] of his
intention during a meeting the two had at
the White House on Oct. 23.

GOOD SAMARITAN - Archbishop Spyridon recently visited John Manessis of Bronx, NY,
who earlier this year had a near fatal encounter while helping the victim of a drunken
driving accident. During his heroic deed, Manessis himself was struck by a drunken
driver. He was hospitalized for months. Manessis now walks with the help of a cane and
should recover fully within a year Also shown in the photo is his father.
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NEW YORK � The Archons of St. An-
drew, a fraternity of distinguished laymen
of the Greek Orthodox Church in America,
magnanimously presented their deep com-
mitment and sincere dedication to protect-
ing and promoting the Holy Patriarchate, our
Mother Church, and its mission.

Archons Sponsor Grand Benefits for Patriarchate

2,000 faithful were captivated by the cre-
ative musical charm of the internationally
acclaimed singer Nana Mouskouri.

Our beloved Patriarch Bartholomew
entered the majestic brass portals of the
Cathedral, in full ecclesiastical regalia, while
those in attendance, including many gov-
ernmental and UN officials, listened to the
sweet strains of Ti Ypermaho being sung off
stage by Mouskouri.

The concert was certainly one of the
highlights of the entire Patriarchal visit to
America. This spectacular event focusing on
world peace, began with a procession of
children dressed in native costumes bear-
ing the flags of the UN. Following the per-
formance of Nana Mouskouri and her en-

semble, His All Holiness delivered a major
statement on World Peace.

For those not familiar with Nana
Mouskouri, she is both performing artist and
humanitarian of international scope.

As a humanitarian, she is an Ambassa-
dor and Special Representative for the Per-
forming Arts for UNICEF, the only UN
agency devoted exclusively to children. She
is also an elected Deputy to the European
Parliament, where she has made great im-
pact on humanitarian policies, particularly
in regard to children�s and women�s issues.
Throughout her 35-year singing career, she
has received more than 350 Gold and Plati-
num records and numerous other awards
and distinctions.

Mouskouri was quoted as saying she
considered it a great privilege and honor to
participate with His All Holiness in this
memorable event.

�In these troubled times when power,
greed and self-indulgence are being glorified,
and when values and heroes have been re-
placed with celebrities, we need his wisdom,
humility and kindness to guide us,� said
Mouskouri while referring to the Patriarch and
his message of Peace, Love and Hope.

PBS-TV Video Production
of the Concert

Under the direction of George Veras of
Veras Communications, respected television
producer/director among whose many cred-
its include �Yanni, Live at the Acropolis,� the
Concert for World Peace will unfold in the
eyes of millions around the world by the
creation of a special video production.

The video of the concert will air as an
hour-long television special on Public Broad-
casting System (PBS) affiliates throughout the

nation beginning in December marking Nana
Mouskouri�s firstever U.S. television special.
The video will also air in Latin America,
Greece and other countries in Europe.

For New York/Long Island area resi-
dents, the concert makes its debut Decem-
ber 4, on WLIW, channel 21, at 8 pm. It will
be reprised on December 7 and 14. Check
with your local PBS station for other local
listings.

This unprecedented event will allow the
general public to learn of the Greek Ortho-
dox faith as they see the Patriarch culminat-
ing the concert with an inspiring message

calling on the world�s population to strive
for peace and human dignity, an appeal that
warns of the present urgency for ecological
measures.

Post Concert Banquet
Following the concert, a banquet din-

ner was held at the Plaza Hotel attended by
500 distinguished guests, major sponors and
their families and scores of world dignitar-
ies. The evening provided a candid oppor-
tunity for His All Holiness to share his vi-
sion for global Orthodoxy.

$500,000 Pledge Presentation
The banquet dinner provided the set-

ting and the occasion for the Order of St.
Andrew to substantively support the vener-
able Phanar and enhance the sacred
apostolate of the Ecumenical Patriarchate by
presenting His All Holiness with a pledge of
$500,000 for the Patriarchate.

Speaking on behalf of the Order, Dr.
Anthony J. Limberakis, event chairman, pub-
licly acknowledged the support of his co-
chairmen, Nicholas J. Bouras and Theodore
D. Demetriou, and the efforts of Fr. Eugene
Pappas, Executive Officer of the Order,
Theodora Lee Corsell, Executive Producer,
and Ernie Anastos, Master of Ceremonies
for the evening, as well as the entire Na-
tional Council.

Dr. Limberakis introduced the national
commander of the Archons, Dr. Chris Philip,
who then presented other speakers, includ-
ing His Eminence Archbishop Spyridon,
Honorary Chairman. Last to address the
gathering was His All Holiness who cited
the Archons for their exemplary role in their
defense and promotion of the Ecumenical
Patriarchate of Constantinople.

Memories of the
Historic Patriarchal Visit

ITEM �B�ITEM �A�

The Patriarchal Visit Office
is making available to everyone

limited quantinties of souvenir
items commemorating
the Historic Visit to the U.S.

of Patriarch Bartholomew

M A I L  O R D E R  F O R M

T-shirts $10 ea (sizes S,M,L,XL)
Buttons $1.50 ea (two minimum)

Name:_________________________________________________________
Address:__________________________________________________
City:______________________________ State:__________Zip:________

ITEM  QUANTINTY    SIZE         PRICE         SUB-TOTAL

ITEM �C�

ITEM �D�

TOTAL INCL.Make checks payable to: Greek Orthodox Archdiocese

SEND TO: Patriarchal VIsit Office, T-SHIRTS, GOA, 8 E. 79th Str. New York, NY 10021.
All orders will be shipped via UPS (shipping cost included in price), as soon as they are received.

By Eleni Daniels

In honor of the recent historic arrival of
His All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew, the 270th successor to the
Apostle Andrew and the world�s spiritual
leader of Orthodox Christians worldwide to
America, the Archons sponsored and accom-
plished four major achievements:

Concert for World Peace
The benefit concert in honor of His All

Holiness took place Saturday, October 25
at the Cathedral of St. John the Divine in
New York City, the world�s largest Gothic
cathedral. It was underwritten by major
benefactors from across the country.

In this magnificent setting, close to
PATRIARCH BARTHOLOMEW and Archbishop Spyridon with members of the Archons
Patriarchal Visit Organizing Committee.        (N. Manginas photo)

HIS ALL HOLINESS addresses over 500 guests at the Archons Post Concert Banquet at the
Plaza Hotel in New York.         (N. Manginas photo)

THE PATRIARCH bestows a gift, a gold
Archon cross, to performing artist Nana
Mouskouri following the Concert for World
Peace.           (Archons file photo)
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Tirana Rejects New
Metropolitans

TIRANA, (ANA) � Three Orthodox
Metropolitans appointed to serve in Alba-
nia by the Ecumenical Patriarchate met with
the Albanian Minister of State Kastriot Islami
recently, as Tirana continues its opposition
to the appointments on grounds that it had
not been consulted.

The opposition by the socialist govern-
ment of Fatos Nano follows rejection of the
appointments by the previous Berisha gov-
ernment.

Archbishop Anastasios of Tirana and All
Albania also attended the meeting. Follow-
ing the meeting, Mr. Islami said: �The meet-
ing was friendly, the three understood our
positions, which are linked to previous de-
cisions by the Albanian government.� He
expressed confidence that �three Metropoli-
tans will be found to integrate into the Holy
Synod of Albania.�

The government believed in �creating
a Holy Synod through the appointment of
Albanian nationals as heads of the Albanian
autocephalous Orthodox Church. Our
stance reflects a traditional and historical
stance that calls for an autocephalous
church.�

The delegation was comprised of Metro-
politans Evangelos of Pergis, Melitonas of Phila-
delphia and Archimandrite Kandre of Elia.

Orthodoxy Blossoms
in Indonesia

HONG KONG � His Eminence Met-
ropolitan Nikitas of Hong Kong recently an-
nounced the opening of a new parish in
Jakarta, Indonesia. The Parish of the
Epiphany is the newest of all the Orthodox
Christian parishes in Southeast Asia.
Archimandrite Daniel Dwi Bambang
Byantoro, the first Orthodox priest of Indo-
nesia, is responsible for founding the par-
ish. At present the faithful gather for regular
Sunday worship services, as well as Bible
studies, discussion groups and other events.

Metropolitan Nikitas also announced
the opening of The Holy Cross Orthodox
Center in Central Java, Indonesia. The Cen-
ter has been named The Holy Cross Center
in honor of the Gus and Maria Stavropoulos
Family, who, along with their children, have
become the sponsors of the Center.

The Center will be attached to the Holy
Trinity Parish (Central Java, Indonesia) and
will continue with translations, coordinate
Youth Programs, build an Orthodox Library,
be responsible for lectures, seminars and
other programs.

The Orthodox Church in Indonesia is
presently served by five priests and one dea-
con - all who are Indonesian - and four
graduates of Holy Cross Theological School
who are Indonesian Orthodox Christians.

Publication Launch on
Jerusalem Patriarchate

ATHENS, (ANA) � The Greek Ortho-
dox Patriarch of Jerusalem, Diodoros I, was
the guest of honor at a recent launch in Ath-
ens of a book on the history of the Church
of Jerusalem.

The Patriarch, who was in Athens es-
pecially for the presentation, said that the
publication of the book inaugurates celebra-
tions of the 2,000 years since the birth of
Christ. �However, for us it is a double cel-
ebration, because it also marks the struggles
and sacrifices for the preservation of the
Holy Land, with the Greek presence, that of
the Patriarchate of Jerusalem, the devoted
guardian of the Holy Land,� the Patriarch
said.

The 320-page volume, published by the
Athens-based Militos Editions, records the
history of the Jerusalem Patriarchate and is
entitled �Mother of Churches - Jerusalem,
Dwelling Place of God.�

Last year, the same publishers put out
a similar two-volume book on the Ecumeni-
cal Patriarchate of Constantinople, with high-
technology photographs by distinguished
photographers. Both books contain refer-
ences to texts by travelers of antiquity and
rare historical sources, while the prefaces
are by Doctor of Theology Alexandros
Kariotoglou.

Geneva (ENI).� A top level delegation
of Palestinian Christian politicians told jour-
nalists that the Christian community in the
Holy Land could disappear in the next few
years. The politicians sharply criticised the
government of Israeli prime minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu, and said they wanted to
�sound an alarm� for churches and church
organizations to apply pressure for Israel to
respect the timetable for the Middle East
peace process which is due to be completed
before the end of the century.

Palestinians warn
Christian Community

MUNICH, Germany, Oct 14 (Reuters)
- German police said on Tuesday they had
recovered a collection of religious icons
plundered 23 years ago from a Greek Or-
thodox monastery on the island of Cyprus.

Bavarian authorities told a news con-
ference that a tip-off from Cypriot security
services had led them to two apartments
in Munich where they discovered a hoard
of religious icons including ornate frescoes
and mosaics.

They said they had arrested the owner
of the apartments, a 60-year-old Turkish
archeologist suspected of having carried
out an international trade in religious booty
for years.

The icons, stolen in a raid on a Cyp-
riot monastery in 1974, are to be returned
to the Greek Orthodox Church in Cyprus
at the end of the trial, German authorities
said.

Hoard of Stolen
Icons in Bavaria

TASHKENT, Uzbekistan.� Dozens of
Russian and Armenian graves at an Ortho-
dox Christian cemetery in the Uzbek capital
Tashkent were desecrated last month, a
Russian Orthodox priest said to news agen-
cies.

Archpriest Nikolai of the church�s Cen-
tral Asia diocese said that about 160 graves
were damaged by unknown people during
the first weekend of November. �The graves
were desecrated,� the priest said. �The
tombstones were pushed over.�  Nikolai said
the Uzbek government had launched an in-
vestigation to find the culprits.

The cemetery dates back to the last
century and is the largest Orthodox grave-
yard in the former Soviet republic. Relations
between Muslim Uzbeks and the minority
Russian population in the Central Asian state
are generally good.

Christian graves
desecrated in Uzbek capital

MOSCOW (ENI).� The remains of four
senior Russian Orthodox leaders, as well as
a bishop and 31 priests from the Roman
Catholic church, have been identified in a
mass grave in Russia�s northern Karelia re-
gion.

A spokesman for Russia�s �Memorial�
organization, Veniamin Joshe, told ENI that
the remains of 1111 bodies had been un-
earthed at a one-hectare forest site at
Sandormoch, 240 kilometres north of St.
Petersburg.

Joshe said that most of the bodies at
Sandormoch had originally been brought to
the site from labour camps on the
Solovetskiye Islands in the White Sea. It
seems likely that most of the dead - who
had been shot through the back of the head
- were killed between 27 October and 4
November 1937, with the approval of then
Soviet leader, Joseph Stalin.

In 1995 a Russian government commis-
sion found that more than 200,000 priests
and nuns of various denominations had been
killed, and half-a-million imprisoned or de-
ported in Soviet purges of the 1920s and
1930s, a period now described as the worst
persecution ever inflicted on Christians.
Russian school textbooks state that 20 mil-
lion Soviet and East European citizens per-
ished in communist labour camps; another
15 million died during famines, deportations
and mass executions.

The identification of the remains has
been made with information from the Mos-
cow archives of the secret police. The ar-
chives identified the two Orthodox archbish-

Church leaders� remains identified
at mass grave from Stalin era

ops as Damian Voskryshensky of Kursk and
Petr Rudyanov of Samara.  Bishop Nikolai
Rosenov of Tambov and Bishop Aleksi Buek
of Voronez were also among the victims, as
well as the head of Russia�s Baptist Union,
Vasily Kolesnikov, and Muslim imams from
Central Asia.

A Roman Catholic bishop among the
dead was identified as Shio Batmalashvili,
apostolic administrator for Catholics in
Georgia, who was sentenced to 10 years�
hard labour in 1928. He was shot at
Sandormoch at the age of 52, on the orders
of paramilitary police.

Roman Catholic sources said an Arme-
nian bishop was also listed in police records
as one of the dead buried at Sandormoch,
although this has not yet been confirmed.

The bodies of two Roman Catholic
women were also found in the mass grave.
One of them, a nun, Kamilla Krushenyckaya,
had worked with the church�s Moscow ad-
ministrator, Bishop Pius Neveu, who was
incarcerated under Stalin.

More than 300 Ukrainian politicians
and writers, and 20 Gypsy and Tartar lead-
ers, were also buried here after being
brought from the Solovetskiye camps. Most
of those who were sent to the camps were
dead within two years. Most were well edu-
cated and many had made major contribu-
tions to science or culture.

The Sandormoch mass grave is one of
the latest of dozens unearthed since the col-
lapse of communist rule. Another, containing
an estimated 15,000 bodies, was unearthed
on 30 October in Ukraine�s Volyn district.
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Christians Feel Under Siege in the Middle East
CAIRO, Egypt� Religious hatred and

discrimination are killing some Christians,
pressuring others to abandon their beliefs
and causing a steady drop in the number of
faithful in the Middle East and North Africa,
including in the land where Jesus was born
and where Christianity has a 2,000-year his-
tory.

A top-level delegation of Palestinian
Christian politicians told journalists recently
that the Christian community in the Holy
Land could disappear in the next few years,
as reported by the LA Times. The politicians
sharply criticized the government of Israel
and said they wanted to �sound an alarm�
for churches and church organizations to
apply pressure for Israel to respect the time-
table for the Middle East peace process
which is due to be completed before the
end of the century.

As a stark example, a merchant family
in central Egypt received a startling hand-
written note, delivered by strangers. �Ten
thousand pounds by tomorrow. We will not
accept one piaster less,� warned the Arabic
missive, signed by �The Islamic Group.� �If
you bring the money one day late, it will be
15,000 pounds. If you do not bring it then,
we will not accept even millions. And you
know the penalty.�

The anxious family�whose members
still fear retribution two years later and ask
not to be identified�immediately went to
police. The authorities� response was to in-
vite them to become bait for an ambush.
Not wanting to be killed by either police or
Islamic militants, they demurred.

The police chief next insisted that they
move away for their own safety. In armored
trucks, the extended family of more than 20
abandoned their stores and a large house
near Abu Qurqas on the Nile River.

What caused this tragic upheaval? To
the family�s mind, there is one explanation:
They are Christians in a Muslim world.

The picture is not black and white, says
the L.A.Times report. For example, in Cairo,
the Mideast�s largest city, a glance across
the jumbled rooftops at dusk shows a won-
drous panoply of silhouetted minarets and
crosses, side by side. In Syria, Muslims make
pilgrimages to ancient Christian mountain
shrines, removing their shoes and kissing
the stones to venerate the saints and proph-
ets both faiths share. In Bethlehem, Pales-
tinian Christian processions wind their way
on narrow streets where most of the people

� In Saudi Arabia, the practice of any
religion besides Islam is prohibited. Arabia
was the birthplace of Islam�s founder,
Muhammad, and authorities do not recog-
nize any other faith. Christians among the
hundreds of thousands of foreign workers
from India, Pakistan and the Philippines must
worship in secret, if at all. Christians can be
arrested, lashed or deported.

� In Lebanon, 15 years of civil war�
from 1975 to 1990�caused an exodus of
hundreds of thousands of Lebanese Chris-
tians to Europe and the United States. Chris-
tians once made up more than half of the
nation�s population. Now they are a dwin-
dling minority of 30% to 40% and have lost
their privileged position in governing the
country.

� In Egypt, where Copts are by far the
largest Christian population in the Middle
East, Christians find themselves on the los-
ing side in a contest between the govern-
ment and extremists to determine who is
more Islamic. There were two massacres of
Christians earlier this year, one inside a
church. In parts of upper Egypt, Islamic mili-

From Persecution to Prohibition:
How are Christians treated in the Middle East?

are Muslims.
But for many Christians, such tolerance

and acceptance are the exception. Faced
with hostility that ranges from petty preju-
dice to outright persecution, they view the
Middle East as increasingly hostile ground.

In this region�s archipelago of roughly
12 million Christians in a sea of 275 million
Muslims, the troubles are many�from
murders and massacres, forced evictions
and conversions, rape and blackmail to ev-
eryday bias and verbal abuse, including bu-
reaucratic harassment and obstruction in
matters as mundane as getting a permit to
fix a broken toilet in a church.

Human rights are less than ideal in most
Middle Eastern countries anyway, but Chris-
tians feel singled out for harsh treatment by
Islamic-oriented governments or by extrem-
ist groups. Especially now, the L.A.Times
article stresses, when political emotions are
raw because of the stalled Arab-Israeli peace
process, Christians in Arab lands say they
are viewed suspiciously as a potential fifth
column, a stand-in for an enemy Western
world hostile to Islam.

And in Washington, the issue of the
persecution of Christians has suddenly been
raised with new vigor, especially by conser-
vative Republicans and fundamentalists who
have created a ruckus with the State De-
partment and other elements of the U.S.
foreign policy establishment.
Declining Population Under Pressure

The number of Christians in the Middle
East is subject to some debate. No one has
precise figures, in part because Egypt and
Lebanon, the two countries with the largest
Christian populations, have not released
recent censuses. Christians point out that
they are not immigrants to the Arab world
because they were here long before Mus-
lims and are ethnically and racially indistin-
guishable from the larger community. The
London-based group Christian Research,
which publishes the World Churches Hand-
book, estimates that Egypt has 8.7 million
Christians and Lebanon has 1.1 million.

Other Middle Eastern countries with
significant numbers of Christians are Syria
(809,000) and Iraq (602,000), while more
than 300,000 Christians are estimated to live
in the Holy Land itself: Jordan, Israel and
the West Bank and Gaza Strip. Most other
Arab countries have tens of thousands.

Studies show that the proportion of

Christians is falling everywhere in the re-
gion and that the Christians who remain are
under pressure from the rising tide of Islam
to keep a low profile.

Another outrage reported by Christians,
but disputed by the government and Mus-
lims, is the abduction of teenage girls by
young Muslim men. Thomas, the Coptic
bishop in El Qusiya, near Asyut in upper
Egypt, said he hears of such cases regularly
and thinks that they may occur several hun-
dred times each year across the country.

American Groups See Parallels
With Jews

The plight of such families recently has
been moved to the top of the American hu-
man rights agenda through efforts of an alli-
ance of evangelical right-wing Christians and
Jewish intellectuals, some of whom see par-
allels between the persecution of some
Christians around the world today and the
treatment of Jews in the past. They have,
among other things, prodded the State De-
partment to issue a report about global per-
secution of Christians.

Christians in the Middle East trace their
present predicament to a wave of radical
Islam that swept from Afghanistan to North
Africa in the 1970s and 1980s. The Islam-
ists� banner��Islam is the solution��was
an attractive cure-all for the Arabs� bitter
humiliation by Israel in the 1967 Mideast
War.

The oil boom of the 1970s further fu-
eled the trend. It brought profligate spend-
ing and Western materialism that offended
pious Muslims in the region, while many of

tants extract large sums in �protection�
money from their Christian neighbors. And
the leader of the banned but influential
Muslim Brotherhood recently suggested that
Christians be kept out of the army because
their loyalty is questionable.

� In the United Arab Emirates, a Leba-
nese Christian was jailed for 20 months for
marrying a Muslim woman, after the
woman�s relatives complained. He was to
have been lashed as well, but that punish-
ment was waived. In many Arab countries, it
is illegal for a Christian man to marry a Mus-
lim woman, although a Muslim man may
marry a Christian woman without problems.

� In Israel, Arab Christians feel
squeezed between their more powerful Jew-
ish and Islamic neighbors. A magazine re-
cently reported that Christian houses and
cars had been firebombed in one northern
village in a feud that erupted after militant
Muslim youths disrupted a church service.
Christians, meanwhile, complain of con-
tempt from Jewish authorities and fear a
proposed new law to make possession of
�missionary� literature a crime.

the petrodollars earned went to endow reli-
gious schools and universities, educating a
generation of youth from across the Arab
world in the Persian Gulf�s strict and puri-
tanical understanding of Islam.

Some Progress Toward Parity
Egypt shows signs of wanting to rectify

some of the problems. One of the most
painful issues for Egyptian Copts is the diffi-
culty they experience in obtaining permis-
sion to build churches. Under a law held
over from the Ottoman Empire, the presi-
dent himself must give approval for each
church�s construction and repair. Some bish-
ops� applications languish for years, and it
is not uncommon for Muslim throngs to
burn down a church in response to a rumor
that it is being built illegally.

But last month, the Justice Ministry
formed a committee to prepare a law that
would apply the same rules to the building
of churches and of mosques. The law is ex-
pected to be presented to parliament later
this year. President Hosni Mubarak said re-
cently: �Egyptian Coptic Christians are an
original part of Egypt�s national cohesion.
Their rights are guaranteed because they are
the rights of each Egyptian.�

Across the Middle East, many Christians
would dispute that their rights are being re-
spected. They believe that these are among
the worst of times for the faithful, but they
vow to keep alive their creed in the land
where it began.

Compiled from LA Times and ENI
news sources.

F O C U S  O N  T H E  M I D D L E  E A S T
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PAPAS STUDIO
NEGATIVE

Yes, Virginia, there really is a Santa
Claus! Only someone should have told you
sooner that  he�s not the person you think
he is. He doesn�t wear a red suit, he doesn�t
have a fat belly, and chances are he never
shouted �Ho!Ho!Ho!

It�s unfortunate that when you were
younger the world filled your head with the
image of this bearded, jolly imp. There were
probably Christmas Eves when you
struggled to stay awake hoping to catch a
glimpse of the gift-bearing fellow and were
disappointed because you fell asleep and
missed him. It might help to know there
were others who did the same.

It�s too bad that throughout the month
of December you shared the confusion of
many other youngsters who were bom-
barded by the many faces of Santa. You
wondered how he could be at 50 different
places at once: at department stores, on
every other street corner, making guest
appearances on television.

But, yes Virginia, there really is a Santa
Claus, only his real name is Nicholas and
he�s a saint. We can�t tell you what he wore
because he never really thought much
about his clothing, but we can tell you he
was thin, quiet, studious and worked  tire-
lessly to spread the message of God.

He was born at the turn of the fourth
century in Asia Minor, and was Bishop of
Myra in a region of what is now Turkey. All
his life he worked for Christ and suffered
prison, harsh treatment and torture at the

CHRISTMAS Customs

The Man Behind the Myth
hands of the enemies of the Church. Yet,
he was so beloved that the Emperor Jus-
tinian built a beautiful cathedral in his honor
in the city of Constantinople. Eventually,
Nicholas even became archbishop

The fact is, St. Nicholas became so
popular that people began to tell stories
about him. As the years passed, the real
St. Nicholas was obscured by the myth of
Santa.

Virginia, maybe this Christmas you can
make a difference. Instead of telling chil-
dren about Santa Claus, you can teach
about St. Nicholas.

You can start by telling them that the
Chruch celebrates his feast day on Dec. 6,
not 19 days later.

Next, you can tell them how he loved
children. There is one story about him
which tells how he secretly gave dowries
to the three daughters of one of his poor
parishioners, to save them from what was
then the disgrace of spinsterhood.

You see, St. Nicholas set the example
of giving gifts secretly out of love. He did it
all the time. He is now not only the patron
of children, but also of merchants, sailors,
scholars and travelers.

Don�t you think it�s time to tell chil-
dren the truth? Then they can follow the
Christian example of this gentle, fathful and
giving man. They will never have to find
out when they grow up that their childhood
dream of Santa Claus was just an illusion.
They will know about the real St. Nicholas.

Christmastime has come and has
brought with it many beautiful customs.

Although not all of them began in
Greece, a great number of Christmas tra-
ditions may be traced back to Greek heri-
tage.

�The Twelve Days of Christmas�
Most people know the melodic Christ-

The �Dodecaemeron� of Christmas
mas carol which offers a �partridge in a pear
tree� and many other gifts for the 12 days
of Christmas. However, what most don�t
know is that those 12 days, or dodeka-
emeron, begin with Christmas and end on
Jan. 6 with the blessing of the water, or the
Theophania.

The dodekaemeron is traced to Byz-
antine years and is a time for great celebra-
tion. There is no fasting, only a tremendous
amount of feasting.

Kalikantzaroi
 In many parts of Greece, people be-

lieved that the kalikantzaroi were devilish,
ugly, thin short creatures with sharp curv-
ing nails and long, flowing hair. They lived
year-round in the black, vast depths of the
earth�s center, and their main purpose was
to cut down the tree  trunk that held up
the earth, or so the legend goes.

When the Holy Days arrived, they
would take time off from their chore and
climb out of the earht to taste all of the
goodies prepared by the village folk. With-
out being harmful, they liked to tease and
fighten people. For this reason many vil-
lage homes have crosses on their front
doors to keep away the kalikantzaroi.

On Jan. 6, when the ayiasmos is
brought into the homes from church, the
kalikantzaroi disappear. They return to the
depths of the earth to finish the job of cut-
ting down the tree, which during the
dodekaemeron has become stronger.

Careful examination of this legend may
possibly show a connection between
�Santa�s helpers,� also known as the Christ-
mas elves, and the kalikantzaroi.
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THE FABULOUS
GREEK BOUZOUKI

DENICE SHELLEY
8110 MAYNARD AVE.
WEST HILLS, CA 91304

An excellent XMAS and year round gift!

�HOW TO PLAY THE MODERN
8 STRING BOUZOUKI�

     Teach yourself in English or Greek...
First of its kind publication. This 159 page
text acclaimed by administrators, teachers,
department heads, students, librarians,
beginners and professional musicians...
�A long overdue triumph for a fascinat-
ing instrument. A valued addition to your
Greek music appreciation, ethnic, his-
torical and cultural awareness.�

Send $18.75
(any taxes and

postage prepaid)
payable to :

Call (818) 346-0781
for immediate delivery
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Dear Friends,
Greetings and peace in the Lord.
My name is Fr. Martin Ritsi. Together

with my family, we have been serving as
missionaries in the Orthodox Autocephalous
Church of Albania for the past 6 years, spon-
sored by the Orthodox Christian Mission
Center in St. Augustine, Florida. We occa-
sionally send out articles and updates on the
life of the Church, special events, and our
ministry. Following is a story, based on a
journey made to a remote, rural village in
Albania.

I t was early Sunday morning. The
jeep was ready. The journey be
gan. My son, Stephanos, and I

ventured out of the capital city, Tirana, as
the sun colored the morning sky. Our
goal...to reach a remote village three hours
away, that we had been to only once be-
fore. Part of the adventure would lead us
over unmarked, muddy dirt roads that
wound through the villages of the Museqe
valley in central Albania.

A Church That Couldn�t Be Destroyed
of the new day ahead. Parking as close as
possible, we gathered our things and walked
through the trees and bright green grass,
breathing fresh village air and thanking God
for our safe travel.

In the midst of these trees there should
have been a church. Now there was only a
cemetery and a grassy field. The church of
St. Demetri had been demolished long ago.
Today we would celebrate the liturgy out-
doors on the site a
beautiful church
once stood. The St.
Demetri church had
been the largest in
the immediate re-
gion. Like all
churches in Albania,
it was closed in 1967
when religion was
outlawed. It was
used as a military
depot, a village
warehouse, and a
barn for animals. Fi-
nally, in 1979, it was taken apart, the bricks
and stones were used to build underground
bomb shelters.

People explained that the three village
leaders responsible for the church�s final
demolition did not survive this sacrilege
without retribution. Soon after, one died of
cancer, the wife of another died, the sister
of the third was paralysed. Yet their work
was complete. All that remained was a
grassy field and the graves of the priests and
faithful who had worshipped in this church
for generations. Or was there more?

At first sight one saw only the quiet
cemetery. Watching the events of this Sun-
day morning, though, revealed something
entirely different; something vibrant and
alive. One family had taken responsibility
to keep up the church grounds. They had
built a simple whitewashed wooden frame
that served as an iconostasis. Now, tables
were brought, icons were hung out, glim-
mering altar clothes were placed on the
tables, and Fr. Constantine and Deacon
Angel from the neighboring villages set up

for the liturgy. We then began to sing the
Orthros service for the feast day of St
Demetri.

It was cold, in the mid 40�s; the sun
broke through the tress to warm our faces.
Only yesterday a long storm had cleared.
The rains returned again on Monday. But
this Sunday morning was bright and fresh,
like a new Spring day. Groups of families
trickled in. Soon there were over 100 per-

sons, huddled to-
gether beneath deep
blue skies, listening
intently, singing with
us, and praying fer-
vently. Young and old
had walked through
fields and muddy
roads to pray on the
feast day of their
church.

Taulant, was
there, a young man
from the village. He
had just begun study-

ing at the seminary in Durres so that he
could become the spiritual leader of this
community. His wife and year-old child
stood next to him, praying just as eagerly.

Standing among this group of faithful
believers, I understood that there was more
than a cemetery and empty field here. The
ground itself was holy. The church of St.
Demetri had not been destroyed at all. It
lived on vibrantly through these very people.

How appropriate was the Bible read-
ing on this morning: �...A servant is not
greater than his master. If they persecuted
me, they will also persecute you...� (John
15:20). �These things I have spoken to you,
that you should not be made to stumble�
(John 16:1).

There were bishops from Albania, in the
1st century, who walked the path of mar-
tyrdom. St. Demetri was put to death for
his belief, following the path of his Master.
And this community, also, in this remote
village of Albania was persecuted. But they
held to their faith, and did not stumble.

Their priests were forbidden to dress

as clergy and their beards were shaved.
Some of them refused, though, and these
were interned in their houses until they died,
like Fr. Stephan Basha from the nearby vil-
lage of Rrupaj. The churches were closed,
the icons stolen. The churches were made
into night clubs, barns, and gymnasiums,
or they were totally demolished like the
building in Maxhaj. Some people were put
in prison, like Fr. Lami from the neighbor-
ing village of Goricaj. Religion was made il-
legal. And then, people were told their be-
lief was not true: �You are dust and you will
return to dust. Don�t hope in children�s sto-
ries. Look to progress and to science and
the State.�

�If they persecuted me,� said Jesus,
�they will also persecute you.� The blood of
Jesus� followers has been spilled for gen-
erations. But still the Church lives on in the
hearts of the believers.

There is a church in all of us that exists
when we come together in the Lord�s name.
Whether we have a building or not, this
church stands tall and it cannot be de-
stroyed, because we are the Church. We
may face difficulties, suffering, and perse-
cution, but the Church will continue. There
is no force great enough to destroy God�s
Church, so long as we remain united in
Christ.

On this feast day of St. Demetri, God
gave us the blessing to witness a living ex-
ample of the Church that could not be de-
stroyed. No matter what difficulties we face,
God will not abandon us, neither yesterday,
today nor tomorrow. The Church of Christ
is eternal. We are the Church.

Note: We hope this story of suffering
and steadfastness can bring you as much
encouragement as it has brought to us. Also,
we need to mention that our ministry in Al-
bania is entirely supported and made pos-
sible by private donations from individuals
such as yourselves. If you feel called and
are able to contribute, please send your tax
deductible donation made out to the Ortho-
dox Christian Mission Center and write �Ritsi
Family Albania� in the notation. The address
of the Mission Center is:

Orthodox Christian Mission Center PO
Box 4319 St. Augustine, FL 32085-4319 USA
Thank you for your prayers. May the Lord
bless you with His love, hope, and power.

o f   S p e c i a l   I n t e r e s t

As we approached cross roads, or
splashed along slippery stretches, we asked
those we passed, �Is this the way to
Maxhaj?� Farmers left their fields and young
boys left their goats and sheep, eager to of-
fer directions. The roads were bad. It had
been raining for weeks. At each turn we
wondered if the jeep would get us through.

A mile in the distance, a silhouette of
tall trees stood above the fields to mark the
grounds of the Maxhaj church. But the road
turned worse. It rose along a canal and nar-
rowed leaving no place to turn around. Care-
fully we pressed on, sliding in deep tractor
ruts filled with water, gaining speed to keep
from getting bogged down in the mud, and
then slowing when the jeep lost traction and
slid dangerously close to the steep banks
on either side of the road. As it became more
difficult, we stopped and prayed. There
would be people waiting for us, and we had
to make it.

By God�s grace we arrived in Maxhaj,
tense from the difficult drive, but invigorated
by the crisp morning air and the excitement

By Fr. Martin Ritsi
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EDITORIAL C O M M E N T A R Y

L E T T E R SL E T T E R S

Finding the Truth

O P I N I O N S

Celebrating Christmas

Great fear overcame the shepherds,
�who were spending the night in
the fields,� when an angel of the

Lord appeared to them, and the glory of
the Lord shone over them.

During that period in history, fear had
overcome much of the world. Slaves
feared their oppressors, and the oppres-
sors feared each other and the periodic
uprisings of their slaves.

Everyone feared the future; not only
their future on earth, but also that which
comes after death, because no one was
able to fulfill all the requirements of the
Law.

The fear of the shepherds was sud-
denly replaced by joy, with the reassur-
ance of the angel: �Don�t be afraid! For I
am here with good news for you, which
will bring great joy �

What is that joy? The joy of salvation!
�This very night in David�s town your Savior
was born.� Salvation is for all people the
greatest issue of life, the goal and purpose
of our life on earth. It should be our con-
stant pursuit. �For there is no permanent city
for us here on earth; we are looking for the
city which is to come.� (Heb. 13:14)

Their joy over the birth of the Savior
was conveyed by the illiterate shepherds so
eloquently and forcefully that �All who heard
it were filled with wonder...� (Luke 2:18)

The Savior was not born for one class
of people only, nor for one nation, nor
even for just the �chosen people,� the
Jews, but for everyone. �For God has re-
vealed His grace for the salvation of all
humanity.� (Titus 2:11)

Salvation is by the grace of God, a
gift of God to all humanity. It is not a gift
restricted to a few persons who consider

themselves privileged or endowed with
special talents. Each person has the abil-
ity to accept, not with a �yes,� but with
�faith that works through love.� (Gal. 5:6)

The opportunity to witness to our faith
through works of love is given to us by
our incarnated God as we proceed again
this year, in our thoughts, to the place of
His birth, the manger, where the Divine
Child Jesus was born.

As the angels pierced the darkness of
that silent night with their glad tidings of
peace and good will, so do we, the fol-
lowers of the Christ child, still pierce the
darkness of men�s minds today with the
news � Christ is born!

And the feelings of joy, of praise, of
thanksgiving that arise in us as we seek to
glorify Him, not only in joyful sounds and
prayer, but in deeds, too, have led Chris-
tians down through the ages to express
their thankfulness for God�s gift by giving
gifts to those who are in need.

God has granted to each of us the pos-
sibility of becoming angels and shepherds.
We can give, whatever possible from the
gifts we have received so abundantly to
those less fortunate than ourselves
through the worthy ministries of our
Church.

�Whenever you do this for one of the
least important of these brothers of mine,
you do it for me!� (Matt.25:40)

Greater than any aid we might offer to
those in need will be the joy we will expe-
rience from  overcoming our fears and wit-
nessing to our faith through works of love.

We hope that our readers will expe-
rience that joy this Christmas and that it
will accompany you throughout the New
Year.

 He was an Episcopal priest, but he was
standing in an Eastern Orthodox church on
this Saturday night and thinking about Truth.
At the altar a gold-robed priest strode back
and forth swinging incense, moving in and
out the doors of the iconostasis according
to rubrics that were as yet unfamiliar. Golden
bells chimed against the censer, and the light
was smoky and dim. Over to the left a small
choir was singing in haunting harmony,
voices twining in a capella simplicity. The

 By Frederica Mathewes-Green

Truth part was this: the ancient words of
this vesperal service had been chanted for
more than a millennium. Lex orandi, lex
credendi; what people pray shapes what
they believe. This was a church that had
never, could never, apostatize.

 She was his wife, and she was stand-
ing next to him thinking about her feet. They
hurt. She wondered why they had pews if
you had to stand up all the time. The strug-
gling choir was weak and singing in an un-
intelligible language that may have been
English. The few other worshipers weren�t
participating in the service in any visible way.
Why did they hide the altar behind a wall? It
was annoying how the priest kept popping
in and out of the doors like a figure on a
Swiss clock. The service dragged on follow-
ing no discernible pattern, and it was inter-
minable. Once the priest said, �Let us con-
clude our evening prayer to the Lord.� She

checked her watch again; that was 10 min-
utes ago, and still no end in sight.

 That was me, five years ago, as I tried
to figure out why my husband would want
to leave 15 years in the Episcopal Church
and start over in the unfamiliar �and, to
me, uninviting� Orthodox Church. We had
three kids in their teens, a parsonage, a pen-
sion, and a health plan. Was he nuts?

 No, he was moved by the same im-
pulse I�d seen over 20 years of marriage, a
hunger for Truth. Of all forms of Christian
worship, this was the most ancient, and the
most free from familiar cultural markers. It
transcended geography and century; mul-
tiple generations of use in multiple tongues
had given it the stonewashed quality of that
which endures. For him, it rang true. I didn�t
want Truth as much as Beauty, which looked
pretty scarce that night. But he gradually
persuaded me, and before long he was re-
ordained and we founded a little Orthodox
mission. Then the oddest thing began to
happen; I started to find it beautiful. We
meet in rented space with a green linoleum
floor; each week we drag the altar from its
corner and set up metal chairs. It�s not lovely
to the eye. But the hymns, icons, candles
and incense teach the ancient faith, rooting
it deep in the heart. I came to see the junc-
ture: what blooms from love of truth is by
nature beautiful.

 That night he wanted Truth, I wanted
Beauty. Five years later, I think we both got
what we wanted.

Editor,
One of our Church�s most beautiful

services is that  of Vespers. As it is not as
well attended as one would like, I have
thought and prayed about what could be
done  to increase participation.

Ideally, any program would involve as
many people as possible, but not necessar-

Concerning evil eye

Editor,
Being a convert to Orthodoxy, and most

of my time in the Church being spent at Holy
Trinity in Clearwater, Fla., I realy wonder
how this subject can even be brought be-
fore the Church members.

Even before I became a believer of
Greek religion, I didn�t believe there was a
higher or more powerful influence in my life,
than God Himself. How can anyone think
that an object, such as a man-made eye, can
actually have any power? How can a God-
fearing person be the least bit influenced  by
an object of any shape or size?

If we believe in God and His teachings,
then there can be no evil eye in our life. God
and God alone will be our leader, and sav-
ior, and no others can intrude.

                                Frances Karafas
                                Clearwater, Fla.

Editor,
I was afforded a brief, yet meaningful

opportunity on Nov. 3 at the clergy retreat
in Chicago to present to His All Holiness
Bartholomew, a special state of Michigan
tribute from the governor and the state Leg-
islature of Michigan. The tribute was signed
by Gov. John Engler and Senate Majority
Leader Dick Posthumus, and it bore the of-
ficial golden seal of the state of Michigan.

Fr. Constantine Christofis, Ph.D.
Lansing, Mich.

Gives tribute

Editor,
Although everyone has a different opin-

ion, I find it ludicrous when we do not ex-
tend our arms to non-Orthodox people to
join our religion and our community.

Our community  has 45 mixed mar-

Reach out

Not enough attended

Editor,
On Oct. 23 we had the opportunity to

show the people of Maryland and the U.S.
that our numbers are great, that we as Or-
thodox Christians can pull together in uni-
son and stand up for our faith during the
visit of Patriarch Bartholomew.

We should have been given all oppor-
tunities to participate in the day�s activities
for the Patriarch. Thousands of Orthodox
faithful were kept away from this historical
day because of �By Invitation Only� status
given to a few individuals. The organizing
churches failed to include all the Orthdoox
faithful, not just the Greeks, but the Rus-
sians, Ukrainians and others.

We who  were not invited to attend the
doxology.  We stayed away not because
there was no room in the Cathedral or its
courtyard, but because of the �By Invitation
Only� status.

Emily Cossis
Baltimore, Md.

A vespers choir

Great day in Reno

Editor,
Reno, Nevada gets a bad rap enough

with our casinos and lifestyle. I am a mem-
ber of St. Anthony Greek Orthodox Church,
myself Russian Orthodox.

You might like to know that His All
Holiness left for Pittsburgh from Reno.

It was here that for the first time mem-
bers of our parish were allowed on the plane
itself. Also it was here that most of our par-
ish waited for hours for him on the tarmac
and to no avail.

Archbishop Syridon mingled with our
group until His All Holiness arrived. The first
thing that he did-this wonderful man came
over to our group kissing the icons we had
brought, hugging and shaking our hands.
Maybe because we are such a small parish
that this meant so much to us. Many had
brought gifts to him.

And then the most wonderful surprise
of all. His All Holiness produced a wonder-
ful large gold cross and gave it to our priest,
Fr. George Bratiotis. Father broke down into
tears amid shouts of �bravo Father� from
his parishoners.

All too often those of us in the minority
who belong to Greek churches feel left out.
His All Holiness bridges gaps uniting us all.
Saturday was a great day for me to be Or-
thodox.

Jon Price
Reno, Nevada

Editor,
I would like to thank the Archdiocese

for the help given to me and  my team dur-
ing the visit of His All Holiness. The Arch-
diocese went out of its way to welcome us,
make us feel at home and keep us informed
of all the details that would allow us to do
our job properly.

Secondly, I would like to offer my con-
gratulations. In my years with the State
Department, I have had the opportunity to
see a great many advances. I have worked
many with the Secretary of State, seen
visitng foreign dignitaries organize visits to
the U.S. and even participated in several
presidential trips. Never have I seen a visit
better prepared that the October/Novem-
ber visit of the Patriarch to the U.S.A.

I also have come to the conclusion that
one of the key players in this organization
was Michael Karloutsos. My congratulations
are for both his professional competence
and high personal values � quite a feat in
our confusing times.

Jan D. Abbott, Department of State,
Agent in Charge,Washington

ily be totally dependent on a single indi-
vidual.

One vehicle for such a program in-
volves the formation of a Vesper choir. The
choir need not be a so-called musical orga-
nization, but could be a church-oriented and
social entity. For this reason, the group must
be totally open and not limited to �singers.�
The priest, cantor and choir director should
work on this as a team.

Dr. John G. Kepros
Salt Lake City

riages through the years. Forty-one are lost
from ecclesiastical life. I wonder if these
members of our church know that they are
lost souls?

I certainly hope that my daughters, if
they did marry a non-Greek Orthodox,
would make every effort to continue to main-
tain their religious background and ethnic
tradition.

Sophie P. Sirpanlis-Caliendo
Lake Katrine, N.Y.

Well prepared

Editor,
To the Archdiocese on a very difficult

task done remarkably well! I have received
so many admiring statements from friends
in the non-Greek community.

The American press provided wonderful
coverage in great detail of the Patriarch�s tirp.

My friends in the Greek community
were thoroughly impressed and are quite
proud of the Patriarch.

George A. Collias, Chicago, Ill.

More congratulations



ORTHODOX OBSERVERDECEMBER  1997 PAGE 13

1-800-377-8877
6 0 9 - 7 7 8 - 5 6 5 6

For the Record...
� On page 12 of the November 10

issue, the name of Massachusetts Gov.
Paul Cellucci was misspelled.

� On page 13 of the same issue,
the location of the group photograph was
incorrectly identified. The photo was
taken on the grounds of the Boston Dio-
cese complex.

� The size of St. George church in
Hartford should have read 550 families.

Q

A

Tell Me Father
How Do We Protect Our Children?

You have introduced us
into a nationwide ethical de-
bate: the working mother and
the raising of children. How
much time can we afford to
spend away from our children?

By Father George Papaioannou

We are working parents of
two young children whom we
love more than life itself. The
woman, who cares for them
when we go to work, seems to
be a very nice person. Yet, we

still feel very uneasy and are deeply con-
cerned about their safety; nothing can give
us peace of mind. Since the death of little
Matthew Eappen, last February, our lives
have become a nightmare. What are we to
do? Who can assure us of the safety of our
children? We need to work. We are not
wealthy professionals who can make it on
one salary. We barely make it as it is. Yet,
the agony of the possibility of having our
children harmed makes me consider quit-
ting my job and taking care of my children.
Can you say something that will put my mind
at ease? I believe in the love of God and
hope that He will protect my children. I
know there are many other young parents
who agonize as we do? Can you give us a
few words of comfort?

D.A.
Chicago

At which age could we afford to leave the
children to the care of nannies and at day
care centers?

Husbands and wives are forced to share
duties and responsibilities in the household
and in the workforce. Although there are
those of my generation that are critical of
the way contemporary parents raise their
children. I feel sympathy for the young par-
ents ad see the need for many of them to
work. I hear the criticism placed on work-
ing mothers for refusing to give up careers,
a so-called life of leisure and material things,
in order to dedicate themselves completely
to parenthood and, particularly, to mother-
hood. The truth of the matter is that most
young parents today have had on other al-
ternative except for both to work. I find it
unfair to compare the parents of my gen-
eration with the parents of this generation.

The economic burden for the present
generation of parents is enormous com-
pared to that of my generation. Most of the
parents of my generation began their fami-
lies with very little money. Of my contem-
poraries, I do not know of any who entered
their families with such a heavy financial
burden; being so deeply in debt before they
began their professional careers and family
lives. Education is costlier today than ever
before and it becomes an impossible task
for one spouse to carry the burden and pay
the tuition loan for both, and buy a house
unless they have the financial support of
parents and grandparents. I stand in awe and
admiration before the parents of today. What
especially amazes me is the sharing of time
and love of parents together. The child-car-
ing activities of bathing, feeding, reading, and
playing, that my generation�s fathers felt
belonged only to the mother, is now done
by both parents. I consider this a change for
the better. It moves me deeply seeing fa-
thers carrying their babies affectionately in
churches which previous generations con-
sidered unmanly.

Should an end be put to careers because
of what happened to Matthew Eappen and
because of what has been sensationalized
by the media? Accidents happen all the time,
even in the presence of mothers and fathers.
Sensationalism in the media has helped cre-
ate fear and agony. Do not despair. Estab-
lish a good rapport with the people who take
care of your children while you go to work.
Check all the time, ask questions, and show
appreciation for their work. As parents,
spend quality time with your children and
pray for their protection. Even in the middle
of your work, say a prayer; �Lord, protect
our most precious possessions, from visible
and invisible evil.�

The greatest evil and calamity that chil-
dren are facing today is self-inflicted wound,
the breaking of the family, divorce. Although
the family is doing better in many areas, di-
vorce has become the most devastating ex-
perience for children. Please, avoid divorce
at all cost. The greatest safety of children is
the haven where children are strongly
bonded with both parents and the love of
God reigns over them. May the Lord pro-
tect your children and the Holy Spirit keep
you in safety, unity and love forever.

Should mothers interrupt their profes-
sional careers and stay home until they are
bonded with their children before they go
back to work? There are easy answers to
these difficult question. Furthermore, we
must try to understand contemporary young
parents who are trying to raise their young
children under the  circumstances and work
at the same time. Life is not easy. Demands
are greater today than any other time.

I belong to a generation that faced a
different and much easier role in raising chil-
dren. During my time, it was generally ac-
cepted , up to a certain age of children, that
husbands were to be the breadwinners and
wives were to raise the children. In the last
twenty-five years, however, things have
changes drastically.

SAIL THE BEAUTIFUL
GREEK ISLANDS
then VISIT FAMILY & FRIENDS
CHARTER YOUR OWN BOAT
OR JOIN OUR FLOTILLAS

  pyccAlbatross
Sail with

Sail & power boats

30 to 90 feet

With or without captain

www.albatrosscharters.com

Please check which program you are interested in:
         Summer Travel Camp, Ages 12 to 15.
         Byzantine Venture, Ages 16 to 18.
         Spiritual Odyssey, Young Adults, Ages 19 and above.

Name: _________________________________________________
Address:________________________________________________
City, State, Zip:___________________________________________
Phone:_________________________________________________

For more information on Ionian Village send this form to:
IONIAN VILLAGE � 8 East 79th Street, New York, NY 10021

or call us at: (212) 570-3534

�

IONIAN VILLAGEIONIAN VILLAGE

F r i e n d s h i p s  a n d  M e m o r i e s  t h a t  l a s t  a  l i f e t i m e

Ionian Village is now accepting applications for staff positions for the summer
of 1998. Staff members work as camp counselors in one of the following areas:
Aquatics (ALS or WSI certification required), Arts and Crafts, Athletics, Camp
Nurse (RN required), Music and Greek Culture, and Orthodox Life. To be eligible
you must be an Orthodox Christian and 21 years of age or older by June 30,
1998. The application deadline is January 31, 1998.

For information and an application call us at (212) 570-3534.
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SAN FRANCISCO � After a 3 1/2-hour
flight from Dallas on Nov. 6 that took the
Patriarchal party over the Grand Canyon, Las
Vegas and some of the most remote, rug-
ged terrain in the United States, they arrived
in the �city by the bay� in late morning, for
a one-day visit.

SAN FRANCISCO: First Stop in the West Coast, for His All Holiness

By Jim Golding

A group of nearly 100 area clergy and
laypersons, and dignitaries that included
Bishop Anthony, Mayor Willie Brown,
former Mayor Art Agnos, and representa-
tives of other Christian churches greeted His
All Holiness and the patriarchal party as they
stepped off their chartered Boeing 727 at
San Francisco International Airport.

Following the official welcoming
speeches, the Patriarch briefly addressed the
group in Greek and English, touching upon
the city�s cultural diversity and unique
beauty.

In his intensely spiritual homily, the
Patriarch drew an analogy with the event of
the Annunciation, the church�s namesake.
As the Archangel Gabriel had appeared be-
fore the Theotokos to proclaim the Good
News that would transform the world, the
visit to San Francisco was intended to �bring
a message of love and hope,� and to �an-
nounce to you the assurance of salvation,
standing upon the firm rock of the faith.�

He also exhorted the faithful to �be

Honored by city
After the dance exhibition, the Patriar-

chal entourage traveled to the War Memo-
rial Green Room near City Hall, where
Mayor Brown hosted a luncheon and pre-
sented His All Holiness with the key to the
city.

In his remarks to the religious and civic
leaders in attendance, Patriarch
Bartholomew praised the city of San Fran-
cisco for its �great economic and techno-
logical accomplishments,� for nurturing the
arts and academic institutions, and for its
harmonious relationships among the diverse
people of varied cultures and traditions in a
multi-layered society.

Continuing on the theme of tradition,
His All Holiness warned about the contem-
porary global culture�s �empty deceit,� ob-
serving that �traditional religious communi-
ties reject their own religious traditions and,
for this reason, �the whole of creation
groans.� The ignorance of tradition, the aban-
donment of history, brings us to the heart
of the problem of our age.�
The Patriarch said that to unify humanity
means to witness to the faith in Jesus Christ
and that humanity must strive to find the
image of God within each human being.

Diocese dinner honors Patriarch
That evening, the Diocese honored Pa-

triarch Bartholomew with a banquet at the
venerable Westin St. Francis hotel. Nearly
1,000 attended.

In a brief address, the Patriarch, noting
San Francisco�s proximity to the state�s
major vineyard cultivation and wine produc-
ing region drew an analogy with the work
of the local church.

�You bring pride to the Mother Church
for your cultivation and preservation of Or-
thodox tradition,� he said. �We are tasting
the fruits of your devotion.�

His All Holiness also directed the faith-
ful to draw closer to the example of the
saints, martyrs and confessors who are
present to protect and comfort.

Breakfast with clergy
The next morning, Patriarch

Bartholomew concluded his 24-hour visit to
San Francisco at a breakfast with diocese
clergy and their families at Holy Trinity
Church, at the city�s southwestern edge.

As the Patriarch and his accompanying
hierarchs ate their breakfast in the church
hall, Bishop Anthony introduced every priest
and his family.

In this family setting, His All Holiness
exhorted the priests to nurture their fami-
lies, maintain a strong Christian home, and
provide a living example to the faithful.

�You shoulder the highest honor in the
world, to keep shining and bright the lamp
upon its lampstand, but not only in your own
houses. You must radiate the light of Christ
for �those who would enter� the house of
the Lord.�

He continued, �Your ministry has a spe-
cial character because you are, first of all,
builders of the temple of your families, and
then the builders of the Church of your com-
munities. There is a unique honor and si-
multaneous responsibility in this because
you are responsible for the members of your
family, your presbytera and your children.�

The Patriarch also said that a �priestly
family is like a lighthouse and an island of
hope at the crest of this century. For those
caught in the whirling winds and waves of
life, the family of the priest ought to shine
the light of Christ, and call those who have
been shipwrecked back to salvation through
Jesus Christ.�

Following his address, Patriarch
Bartholomew personally greeted each priest
and family member and presented crosses
to the children before departing for his flight
to Los Angeles.

perfect models of Christ�s love to others�
and to �let all those who claim the name of
Christ, in freedom draw near to Christ.�

Among those taking part in the doxol-
ogy was Archbishop William J. Levada, of
the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of San Fran-
cisco, who was also present at the airport
arrival.

Groundbreaking event
After the doxology, the Patriarch, Arch-

bishop Spyridon, and the other hierarchs,
proceeded to a large tent erected over the
site of the future cathedral. By this time, a
light drizzle began to fall.

Seven years ago, this site had been vis-
ited by Patriarch Dimitrios who blessed it
and shared his vision for a new cathedral.
His All Holiness recalled that visit when, at
the time, he was Metropolitan of Chalcedon.

�Today, we break ground for the build-
ing of the Cathedral Church itself,� Patriarch
Bartholomew declared. �This church shall
be a home for Orthodox Christians from
every ethnic and national background. It
shall be a house of prayer for all human-
kind... In the blessing for this ground-
breaking, we pray that the Lord �make un-

shakable� its foundations.�
His All Holiness conducted an

aghiasmo service where the $8 million ca-
thedral will stand.

Mayor Brown also read a proclamation
in honor of the event.

Bishop Anthony announced during the
ceremony that among the gifts and dona-
tions received for the cathedral, was a
$25,000 check from the city�s Roman Catho-
lic cathedral, St. Mary of Assumption. An-

other substantial gift came from Metropoli-
tan Chrysostomos of the Church of Cyprus,
who was visiting the parish for the occasion.

Hallmark of Diocese ministries
A lengthy dance program then took

place which featured several young dance
groups from Annunciation parish and other
area Greek Orthodox churches,  and from
the Eritrean and Antiochian Orthodox
churches.

Over the years, Bishop Anthony has
placed great emphasis on this unique min-
istry in his Diocese to the point where the
annual Folk Dance Festival has become a
major event in the state.

The Patriarch praised the young people
for maintaining their �strong ties to Hellenic
culture� and added that, while exercising the
body was important, it is �more important
to exercise your souls.�

As the dancing was taking place, across
the street from the complex a lone, middle-
aged man carried a picket sign that read,
�God is Gay.� He was soon confronted by
an unidentified Greek Orthodox priest who
spent nearly an hour in an ongoing discus-
sion with him.

Alluding to the California Gold Rush era
of the city�s history to relate a brief spiritual
message, His All Holiness said that �a fever
for gold once possessed this city in its early
years, but now there is a burning desire to
discover the spiritual gold imbedded in the
one Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church,
which offers the soul the riches of truth, joy,
peace and spiritual liberty.� He added, �We
are coming to your beautiful city with friend-
ship and love for everyone, Orthodox and
non-Orthodox...�

Ecumenical doxology
From the airport, a motorcade took the

entourage north on the freeway along San
Francisco Bay to the Annunciation Cathe-
dral complex on Valencia Street in the Mis-
sion District, one of the city�s oldest neigh-
borhoods.

The new complex sits upon the site of
the old cathedral, which had sustained se-
vere damage in the 1989 earthquake and
had to be razed.

Phase I of the complex, the Bill
Korinthias Community Center, recently
opened and served as the site of the Ecu-
menical Doxology. It normally holds about
600 persons, but nearly 1,000 jammed into
the building for the service celebrated by
Patriarch Bartholomew.

Upon entering the center from the ad-
jacent chapel, His All Holiness was greeted
by applause, and by a sound to which most
Western ears are unaccustomed: ululation
� a rapid vibrating of the tongue combined
with a shrill vocal sound � practiced by
several Eritrean and Ethiopian women
dressed in their native costume. It signifies
great praise and respect for the intended
recipient.

MAYOR WILLIE Brown welcomes His All Holiness at the airport.      (P. Christopulos photo)

SOME GREEK dancers demonstrate their
skills at a program following the cathedral
ground-breaking ceremony.

(N. Manginas photo)

PATRIARCH BARTHOLOMEW greets the crowd as he leaves the community center following
the Ecumenical Doxology.         (N. Manginas photo)
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SANTA BARBARA, Calif. � Patriarch
Bartholomew captured the attention of busi-
ness, academic and political leaders, theolo-
gians and scientists recently when he deliv-
ered one of his most significant speeches for
the protection of the environment, equating
pollution with sin and calling for an ascetic
approach to thwart the destruction of nature.

Patriarch Calls Polluting the Environment a Sin
SYMPOSIUM FOR THE ENVIRONMENT IN SANTA BARBARA

The Patriarch drew attention to the fact
that Church�s asceticism that requires vol-
untary restraint, through such means as re-
ducing consumption.

Through such self-control, or �encratia,�
as he called it, humans are freed of �self-
centered neediness,� enabling them to help
others

�Asceticism is not a flight from society
and the world,� said the Patriarch, �but a
communal attitude of mind and way of life
that leads to the respectful use, and not the
abuse of material goods.�

He warned of the dangers of excessive
consumption and the need for repentance.
�Excessive consumption may be understood
to issue from a world-view of estrangement
from self, from land, from life, and from
God,� said the Patriarch. �Consuming the
fruits of the earth unrestrained, we become
consumed ourselves, by avarice and greed.
Excessive consumption leaves us emptied,

out of touch with our deepest self.�
He said that asceticism serves as a cor-

rective practice and �a vision of repentance.�
Patriarch Bartholomew referred to

those who seek to indiscriminately exploit
the earth�s resources as �materialistic ty-
rants.�

�Those that tyrannize the earth are
themselves, sadly, tyrannized,� he said, not-
ing that God called upon man to have do-
minion over the earth, but that �dominion
is not domination.�

�If human beings treated one another�s
property the way they treat their environ-
ment, we would view that behavior as anti-
social,� he stated. �We would impose the
judicial measures necessary to restore
wrongly appropriated personal possessions.
It is therefore appropriate for us to seek ethi-
cal, legal recourse where possible, in mat-
ters of ecological crimes.�

Patriarch Bartholomew also urged the

world�s leaders who will meet in Kyoto, Ja-
pan this month to discuss global climate
changes and develop a treaty to reduce
emissions pollutants, to adopt �a more sat-
isfactory ecological ethic.�

�Many nations are reluctant to act uni-
laterally. This self-centered behavior is a
symptom of our alienation from one an-
other, and from the context of our common
existence,� he said.

Secretary Babbitt said that the environ-
mental debate was really about �our rela-
tionship to God and creation, and about
values.� He recalled several examples from
the Bible about God�s concern for His cre-
ation, particularly  in the story of Noah.

Following the prayer service, the Patri-
arch and Secretary Babbitt again addressed
the audience outside of the church, in dedi-
cation ceremonies for St. Barbara
community�s 50th anniversary.

His All Holiness called attention to the
Church�s Byzantine architecture and its
Mediterranean setting  � the mountains,
forests, valleys and ocean serving as a �sym-
phony to creation.�

Commenting on the Patriarch�s address,
Secretary Babbitt urged listeners to �take the
script of his speech and reflect on the specif-
ics � climate change, asceticism and exces-
sive consuming.� Babbitt added, �We have
become too consumed by excessiveness.�

He continued, �The Orthodox Church
can send a powerful message about the
imperative to respond to the environmental
crisis to millions of Orthodox Christians and
millions of others around the globe. He is
not only the ecumenical patriarch, he is our
patriarch.�

Among the other speakers at the three-
day event, Sierra Club Executive Director
Carl Pope made an astonishing apology and
admission earlier in the conference that the
environmental movement �has made no
more profound error than to misunderstand
the mission of religion and the churches in
preserving the Creation.

�My generation of environmental activ-
ists, the Earth Day generation, committed
this error.

�We knew, we know, that the sin which
leads our leaders to despoil nature is hubris...�

He also said that, �We should have
known that we cannot save future genera-
tions, or yet unnamed and unknown spe-
cies, without the full engagement of the in-
stitutions through which we save ourselves.
Yet, for almost 30 years we stubbornly,
proudly, rejected what we knew. We ig-
nored the fact that when Americans wish to
express a sense of a community that is wiser
and better than they are as individuals, they
gather to pray.

�We rejected the churches.�
Santa Barbara was selected as the site

for the symposium  because of its role in
helping to launch the environmental move-
ment in this country in 1969 in the wake of
a massive oil spill off the coast, according
to Fr. Constantine Zozos, executive direc-
tor of the symposium.

Organized under the auspices of Ecu-
menical Patriarch Bartholomew, the sympo-
sium was attended by some 800 persons
and generated significant media coverage,
including a major story by Los Angeles Times
religion writer Larry Stammer.

Participants included several Orthodox
theologians and clergy, including the Rev.
Dr. Stanley Harakas, professor emeritus of
Holy Cross School of Theology; Director of
Religious Education for the Archdiocese the
Rev. Dr. Frank Marangos and others.

One parish priest who attended, Fr. Pe-
ter Karloutsos of Assumption Church in
Danbury, Conn., commented that the sym-
posium �opened the eyes of the environmen-
talists to be able to recognize what the Ortho-
dox Church and all religious bodies can do.�

By Jim Golding

the natural world is a sin. For humans to
cause species to become extinct and to de-
stroy the biological diversity of God�s cre-
ation ... for humans to degrade the integrity
of Earth by causing changes in its climate,
by stripping the earth of its natural forests,
or destroying its wetlands...for humans to
injure other humans with disease...for hu-
mans to contaminate Earth�s waters, its land,
its air and its life, with poisonous
substances...these are sins.�

The conference drew leaders of the
environmental movement, including Jean-
Michel Cousteau, son of Jacques Cousteau,
who heads a foundation that studies envi-
ronmental and social challenges, Carl Pope,
executive director of the Sierra Club, and
Dr. Jane Lubchenco, president of the Ameri-
can Association for the Advancement of Sci-
ence, who recently served as the scientific
committee chair for the Black Sea sympo-
sium co-sponsored by the Ecumenical Pa-
triarchate. Bishop Nicholas of Amissos, head
of the American Carpatho-Russian Greek
Catholic Diocese of America also made a
presentation, Secretary of the Interior Bruce
Babbitt Guest speaker, discussed the re-
cently passed Endangered Species Act,  and
took an active part with the Patriarch in an
ecumenical prayer service of  �Meditation
for the Care of God�s Creation� that followed
the symposium.

His All Holiness said in his address at
the symposium that he viewed �with alarm
the dangerous consequences of humanity�s
disregard for the survival of God�s creation.�

The Patriarch said that God has im-
posed a stewardship role upon humans that
reflects on their relation to God and with
each other. �How we treat the earth and all
of creation defines the relationship that each
of us has with God. It is also a barometer of
how we view one another. For if we truly
value a person, we are careful as to our be-
havior toward that person.�

He told participants that Orthodox spiri-
tuality, because of its �unique liturgical and
ascetic ethos,� may offer �significant moral
and ethical direction� toward increasing the
world�s awareness of the importance of pro-
tecting the environment.

SECRETARY BRUCE Babbitt addresses the Environmental Symposium. (P. Christopulos photo)

PATRIARCH BARTHOLOMEW receives a bouquet from a young child as other children
reach out to him.         (N. Manginas photo)

PATRIARCH BARTHOLOMEW, Archbishop Spyridon and accompanying hierarchs stand  with
Secretaryof the Interior Bruce Babbitt and Jean-Michel Cousteau. (P. Christopulos photo)

Speaking at the environmental sympo-
sium, �Caring for God�s Creation: Religion,
Science and the Environment� held Nov. 6-
8 at St. Barbara Church, the Patriarch
charged that, �To commit a crime against
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LOS ANGELES �  A major address to
the Foreign Affairs Council and a heartfelt
outreach to the city�s Latino community
highlighted Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew�s three-day stay in the �City
of the Angels.�

After a one-hour flight from San Fran-
cisco on very pleasant and sunny Nov. 7,
His All Holiness received greetings at Los
Angeles International Airport from Mayor

By Jim Golding

In Los Angeles, Patriarch Builds Bridges Between Cultures

Richard Riordan, area clergy and other dig-
nitaries, then proceeded immediately to the
Beverly Wilshire hotel to address the World
Affairs Council luncheon.

An effective mediator
As he had emphasized in his address

at Tufts University the previous week, Patri-
arch Bartholomew offered the services of
the Ecumenical Patriarchate as a mediator
to help resolve disputes in the region of East-
ern Europe, the Balkans and Middle East, in
the post-Cold War emerging world culture.

Noting that the Patriarchate �rests on
the cusp of Europe and Asia,� and between
the emerging cultures of Islam and Eastern
Europe, His All Holiness said that the Or-
thodox Church�s continuity and stability in
the region gives it �a perspective which may
prove helpful.�

Bartholomew told the nearly 1,000
civic, religious and political leaders of the
Los Angeles organization that the
Patriarchate�s mission �embraces Orthodox
Christians on every continent. From our
vantage point, we see as many possibilities
for cooperation and shared goals, as we do
dangers of division.

�We see our vocation to be one of dis-
covering common ground in the lands in
which we live, move and have our being.
This means finding constructive means to
bring divergent opinions together.�

His All Holiness pointed to the
Patriarchate�s efforts to promote understand-
ing among Muslims, Christians and Jews
through its sponsorship of international con-
ferences and said he considered dialogue be-
tween these faith groups as �essential in soft-
ening the sharp edge of the cultural divide.�

Patriarch Bartholomew also touched
upon his strong concern for the environ-
ment, a theme that was the focal point of
his visit to Santa Barbara on Nov. 8.

�In the teaching of our Church, nature
is perceived as being full of the glory of God,
even though it groans with the rest of cre-
ation, awaiting the revelation of our redemp-
tion,� the Patriarch said.

�Humanity has a meditative and, in-

whelmingly positive as the religiously di-
verse audience rose to its feet with thun-
derous applause.

In addition to Mayor Riordan, who had
earlier presented His All Holiness with a gold
medal from the City of Los Angeles, other
dignitaries at the luncheon included Episco-
pal Bishop Frederick H. Borsch, and Rabbi
Harvey J. Fields.

Bienvenido Su Santidad
to beautiful Berendo

Later in the afternoon, Patriarch
Bartholomew combined his love for children
with his concern for the poor when he vis-
ited the Berendo Middle School.

The school is situated in a neighbor-
hood on the near-west side of downtown,
designated by the City as the �Byzantine-
Latino Quarter,� an area of several blocks
that once comprised the major Greek neigh-
borhood, but which now consists mainly of
poor, but hard-working immigrants from
Mexico, El Salvador, Costa Rica and other
Latin American nations.

Although considered
an inner city neighbor-
hood, it is not a slum, at
least by East Coast stan-
dards. The neighborhood
consists mostly of  well-
kept one or two-story
homes and older com-
mercial buildings with
Latino businesses and
low-rent apartments.
There are a few Greek-
owned shops � includ-
ing a �taverna� and a gro-
cery store.

But the area also is
the boundary between ri-
val Latino gangs (shades
of West Side Story), who
are active by night.

St. Sophia Cathedral
is located in the neighbor-
hood. And on the same
block is St. Thomas Ro-
man Catholic Church. In-
terestingly, the gangs
don�t bother the
churches, since they are
holy ground, one Greek
American familiar with
the area explained.

It is in this setting
that St. Sophia�s Dean, Fr.

John Bakas, and members of his parish have
worked to improve the lives of their neigh-
bors and maintain good relations, rather than
turn their backs on them.

Their efforts were rewarded by the

warm, friendly reception that Patriarch
Bartholomew received upon his arrival.

Dozens of Spanish-speaking school
children greeted His All Holiness at the en-
trance to the school. Some carried signs with
welcoming messages in Spanish and En-
glish: �Viva La Patriarca,� �Bienvenido Su
Santidad� and �Welcome to Beautiful
Berendo� were among the most common.

Inside, the Patriarch, Archbishop
Spyridon, and the other hierarchs were
joined by the mayor, Los Angeles Public
Schools Superintendent Dr. Reuben
Zacharias, himself a Latino, Principal Esther
Rivera, and other local dignitaries in the au-
ditorium filled with 400 children and adults.

Mayor Riordan, in his welcoming re-
marks, credited the efforts of  Fr. Bakas and
his parishioners in helping to bring the neigh-
borhood into �a period of renaissance.�

Among these efforts is the ongoing
commitment of the parish, coordinated by
Philoptochos board member Susan Patzakis,
to provide school uniforms for the neediest
students in the name of the Patriarch.

Fr. Bakas, who was born in Greece,
spoke fluent Spanish at the assembly and
seemed as much at home in the neighbor-
hood setting as in his regular environment.
He talked with the students at length about
Patriarch Bartholomew and his work.

Dr. Zacharias called His All Holiness�
message in Los Angeles �a welcome one for
us as teachers and parents,� and referred to
the Patriarch as �a major leader of world
peace.� and concluded with the familiar
Spanish salutation �Nuestra casa es su casa�
(Our house is your house).

Patriarch Bartholomew greeted the au-
dience with �muchas gracias� and later ad-
dressed the gathering in fluent Spanish,
much to the delight of the children.

Delivering his major speech in English,
the Patriarch compared the situation of the
children with that of an earlier generation
of immigrants.

�As we look upon one another, we see
so many similarities in our journey of life.
Our own Orthodox Christian forefathers and
mothers came to this blessed new land, not
so long ago,� he said. �They fled war, per-
secution, prejudice and the tyranny of eco-
nomic deprivation. Many of you are immi-
grants and children of immigrants who re-
jected conditions  in  your own home coun-
try which demeaned and defiled your basic
humanity. Because we share so many tradi-
tions and similarities, we can develop a com-
mon agenda of renewal in a part of this city,
where God has planted us.

�We bless and celebrate this exciting
partnership and hard work� in the area, Pa-

STUDENTS AT Berendo Middle School welcome His All Holiness         (N. Manginas photo)

deed, eucharistic role in exercising domin-
ion over the earth. This is a far cry from
domination, and the exploitation which has
created the technologically capable, post-
industrialist era,� he said.

In Europe, his strong advocacy of concern
for the environment, especially through inter-
national symposia such as the recent Black Sea
Conference, has earned Patriarch Bartholomew
the epithet, the �Green Patriarch.�

He told the audience in Beverly Hills
that �if this appellation signifies our abiding
concern for bringing about responsibility in
the global community for our shared re-
sources, then we accept it gladly. We have
found that people of diverse cultures, reli-
gions and national interests can come to-
gether in a common effort to meet the chal-
lenges of environmental responsibility,
coupled with the economic needs of
people.�

The Patriarch closed out his speech by
re-emphasizing his pledge �to work for rec-
onciliation and understanding between
peoples of all cultures. We are all the chil-
dren of God, and we believe that it is ulti-
mately through the love of God that we shall
be able to bring about a better world and be
deserving of it,� he said.

Reaction to his address was over-

A STUDENT from Berendo Middle School expresses the
sentiments of her classmates.         (N. Manginas photo)

HIS ALL HOLINESS delivers a major speech at the World Affairs Council.
(N. Manginas photo)
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triarch Bartholomew said.

The Patriarch spoke out against crime,
drug abuse and inner city decay and urged
that these problems be confronted head on,
�and without compromise.�

He also emphasized the importance of
faith. �Our Lord Jesus Christ taught that
�Man does not live by bread alone.� Thus,
in our desire to solve our daily problems,
and to improve the conditions of our social
and material existence, we must be ever-
mindful of those who are crying out for spiri-
tual nourishment.�

Marching to mariachis
His All Holiness followed up his visit to

the school with a walk through the neigh-
borhood as far as St. Sophia Cathedral, about
a half-mile distant.

As he exited the building, an authentic
six-piece mariachi band that looked as if it
arrived from �central casting� as they say,
began to play. (Considering Hollywood�s
proximity, perhaps it did).

An informal procession began to wind
its way through the neighborhood led by
nearly a dozen motorcycle cops in the van-
guard, followed by a color guard that in-
cluded the Patriarchal and state of Califor-
nia flags. Next came a few altar boys carry-
ing the cross and other religious processional
items used during a typical Sunday, followed
by the mariachi band and a seminarian im-
mediately behind them bearing a large icon
of the Theotokos.

The band played numerous selections
of the mariachi music of Mexico, and a ren-
dition of �Never on Sunday.�

The procession of more than 200 per-
sons included a mix of neighborhood resi-
dents, local officials and dignitaries, Ortho-
dox clergy consisting of Archbishop Spyridon
and other hierarchs and priests, Roman
Catholic and other clergy. TV camera crews
swarmed around them.

As they neared the end of the route,
His All Holiness, who alternated between
walking and riding part of the way, stopped
in front of St. Thomas Roman Catholic
Church where he presented an icon of St.
Andrew to the priest, who gave the Patri-
arch a Latin American icon of the Panagia.

Patriarch Bartholomew then proceeded
around the same block to the entrance of
St. Sophia Cathedral. He was to participate
in an ecumenical doxology there at 5 p.m.,
but suddenly he returned to his limousine
which drove away.

It was later learned that His All Holi-
ness had broken a tooth at the Foreign Af-
fairs Council luncheon and had to be rushed
to a dentist for emergency care.

Returns to doxology
He resumed his schedule some two

hours later and returned to the Cathedral
for the doxology.

In his homily, Patriarch Bartholomew
spoke on the environment, materialism and
their relation to the Gospel message.

Calling humanity�s connection to Earth
�eucharistic in nature,� he said that �mate-
rialistically oriented world society, with its
false gods of misguided consumerism and
secular humanism, has caused a violation
of our own spiritual and ethical values� and
that �materialism is robbing us of a deeper
relationship with God and with each other.�

The Patriarch called for putting love into
correct practice, or Orthopraxia, in order to
witness �the transforming light and trans-
figuring power of Jesus Christ� by uniting
actions to faith and prayer.

After the doxology, His All Holiness and
the patriarchal party attended a private din-
ner at the Wilshire Country Club sponsored
by the St. Sophia Foundation.

Patriarch Bartholomew spent most of Sat-
urday, Nov. 8, at the Environmental Sympo-
sium at St. Barbara Church in Santa Barbara.

In the evening, His All Holiness attended

a Diocesan Banquet at the Hotel Bonaventure
attended by nearly 1,000 persons.

The Patriarch told the audience that he
was aware of the �temptations you face that
are in conflict with our Orthodox beliefs�
and encouraged the faithful to �keep the trea-
sure of the Orthodox faith pure and un-
tainted for future gen-
erations.�
Liturgy at conven-

tion center
Sunday morning

Divine Liturgy took
place in a hall of the Los
Angeles Convention

Center with some 3,000 attending. The hall
itself was longer and wider than a football
field.

Along with His All Holiness, Archbishop
Spyridon and the other hierarchs, nearly 50
priests participated, 75 altar boys and 120
choir members.

In his homily,
the Patriarch told
the faithful he was
�confident that the
future of Ortho-
doxy was alive and
well� and that �the
Orthodox faith is
the basis for your
salvation and wit-
ness in the world.

�You are as-
sured of salvation if
you remain true to
your faith� and
urged the congre-
gation to �partake
of communion
regularly so you
may live in Christ
and Christ may live
in you.�

Following his
address, the entire hall broke into applause.

For some, however, His All Holiness�
words must have fallen on deaf ears. Mar-
ring an otherwise beautiful service was the
sight of a few hundred persons streaming
out of the hall immediately after the
Patriarch�s sermon, not bothering to stay for
the Great Entrance and subsequent service.

�It�s a nice day out,� remarked one cha-
grined usher as dozens of �faithful� walked
past him to the exit.

HUNDREDS OF faithful attend the Ecumenical Doxology at St. Sophia Cathedral.
(Peter Christopulos photo)

A PROCESSION of several hundred, including Patriarch Bartholomew, makes its way along
Pico Street to St. Sophia Cathedral.                (Peter Christopulos photo)

Los Angeles faithful reach to The Patriarch at the L.A. Convention Center right after the
Divine Liturgy. A boy receives communion (insert)        (N. Manginas photos)

Connecting with young people
After the Liturgy, about 200 young

people gathered in a nearby hall for a youth
rally that Patriarch Bartholomew also at-
tended.

The program included a presentation
of the winning speeches from the 1997 St.
John Chrysostom Festival by Peter Zimmar
and Katherine Katsanis, and an inspirational
talk by Dr. Dot Richardson, the 1996 Olym-
pic Gold Medal winner in women�s softball.

His All Holiness told the young people
he was deeply moved by their enthusiasm
and interest in the faith.

He talked about a spirit of rebellion
among youth that was brought about by the
mistakes of parents who concentrated �on giv-
ing them quantity, not quality� and for whom
material gain �became the primary concern.�

The Patriarch warned against self-indul-
gence and urged them to learn to refuse
correctly.

�If you want to change the world, you
must discern and refuse the corruption of
this world,� he told them, adding, �do not
give up on life, don�t allow yourself to be
drugged by contemporary culture� or to al-
low �the lure of excessive carnal desire to
rule over your life.�

�If bodies become spiritual, they will
not be abolished or destroyed,� he assured
them.

Among the youth present were the par-
ticipants of 11 �mission walks� held through-
out the San Francisco Diocese that day that
raised funds for the Church�s missionary ef-
forts in the world. His All Holiness was pre-
sented a check for $10,000 raised by the walks.

$4 million in 4 minutes
That evening, His All Holiness attended

a �Living the Liturgy� Dinner at the Beverly
Hilton hotel, sponsored by Alex Spanos,
president of the Archdiocesan Council.

Spanos announced that he had estab-
lished an endowment fund for the support
of the Church and urged the approximately
50 invited guests to also make personal com-
mitments.

He reflected on the role that the church
in Stockton played in giving his family �the
will to endure and prevail� during the De-
pression and told his guests �I hope you will
find it in your heart to support your Church.�

After his comments, Los Angeles me-
dia executive Harry J. Pappas rose to praise
Spanos for his efforts and announced to the
gathering that Spanos had given $1 million
each to the Archdiocese and the Ecumeni-
cal Patriarchate, and that Pappas himself
would match those gifts.

Steve Terry, owner of a food process-
ing business, then rose to announce that he
would pledge $100,000.

The next morning, a very rainy Nov. 10,
the Patriarchal party left Southern Califor-
nia for Arizona.
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FLORENCE, Ariz. � The Patriarchal
plane lifted off the runway at Los Angeles
International Airport under rainy skies on a
late Monday morning, Nov. 10, one week
before the end of His All Holiness� pilgrim-
age to the United States.

The chartered Boeing 727 turned east-
ward for the 630-mile leg to Mesa, Arizona�s
third largest city, just east of Phoenix.

By Jim Golding

As the jet reached cruising altitude high
above the Mojave Desert, and with most of
his visit behind him, it seemed the right time
to ask His All Holiness to reflect on his coast-
to-coast odyssey.

But it was not to be. After a brief,
friendly greeting, his quick response to a
request for a quick interview was to shake
his head and utter two words � �I�m ex-
hausted.�

After giving more than 115 speeches at
as many venues over a three-week period
in more than a dozen cities from Boston to
Los Angeles, and greeting countless thou-
sands of people in so many varied settings,
who wouldn�t be. And he still had much
work ahead of him.

Throughout the flight Patriarch
Bartholomew reviewed the speech he was
to give that afternoon at the monastery with
his second deacon, San Antonio native
Tarasios (Peter Anton). It was 13 pages in
length, all Greek.

It landed at a former air force base-
turned-community airport. The members of
the entourage and local welcoming commit-
tee members entered the nearly dozen ve-
hicles making up the motorcade and set out
on the hour-and-a-half ride across the desert.

Merely viewing the miles of flat, sandy
terrain dotted with saguaro cactus (the state
�tree�), purple sagebrush and dry, barren

Traveling to a Miracle in the Desert
son, another 10 miles remained. The mo-
torcade turned onto a dirt road and soon
became immersed in a cloud of dust for a
final half-mile before coming upon what can
best be described as a miracle in the desert.

�Three years ago this was nothing but
desert,� remarked Chris Ganos who with his
wife, Judy, had volunteered to drive their
van in the motorcade.

Ganos was the architect who helped
plan the complex that includes a church,
dormitories for the 20 resident monks and
a few guests, a dining hall and book store.

The buildings resemble those of monas-
teries in Greece and are constructed of ce-
ment blocks topped with tile roofs. The monks
painted over each block, originally a shade of
gray, with a specially blended red that seems
to fit in with nicely with the desert hues.

There also is the feeling of a hacienda
of the Spanish Southwest.

The monastery has electricity and wa-

ter comes from a well some 500 feet deep.
Until very recently, the only communi-

cations with the outside world was by cellular
phone, but, through the efforts of Fr. Efraim of
Mt. Athos, who was the driving force behind
the establishment of the monastery, regular
phone service was installed in October.

Arriving at the monastery on a very
warm (temperature was in the 80s, but felt
hotter), dry mid-afternoon, the Patriarchal
party was greeted by the sight of more than
100 cars and buses on the unpaved parking
area in front of the complex, many from as
far away as Canada.

After a little more than an hour, the jet
descended on final approach over the desert
punctuated by scattered mountain ranges,
large patches of irrigated fields and the oa-
ses of numerous housing tracts in the Phoe-
nix suburbs.

mountains in the distance from the window
of a comfortable van was enough to make
one thirsty.

Arriving in the town of Florence, home
of the Arizona State Prison, on State High-
way 79 midway between Phoenix and Tuc-

Several hundred of the nearly 800 per-
sons visiting that day came from Montreal,
Toronto and other parts of Canada. Others
came from various states including New York.

One couple, John and Joanna
Pantanizopoulos of Knoxville, Tenn., came
to visit their son, one of the monks.

Patriarch Bartholomew, joined by Arch-
bishop Spyridon, and Bishop Anthony of San
Francisco whose jurisdiction includes the
monastery, conducted a doxology inside the
small un-air-conditioned church that was
filled to overflowing.

He followed the service with his 13-
page speech addressed to the more than 100
monks and nuns who had made the pilgrim-
age from the nearly one dozen other mon-
asteries in the United States.

Meanwhile, hundreds more � men,
children, a very large number of women of
various ages, scarves covering their heads,
some with disabilities � waited for the ser-
vice and homily to end in hopes of catching
a glimpse of the Patriarch.

A few of the silently busy monks walked
quickly between the church and dining hall,
to oversee preparations for the luncheon that
was to follow.

After nearly two hours, His All Holiness
and the other hierarchs emerged from the
church and walked the few steps leading to
the dining hall.

A short while later, the Patriarch de-
parted for the ride back to the Mesa airport
for the flight to the next stop on his itiner-
ary, Stockton, Calif., and a doxology service
at St. Basil Church.

Only one more major venue remained
at the end of the week � Pittsburgh. But in
the interim, Patriarch Bartholomew and
most of his entourage spent four days in the
mountains around Lake Tahoe as guests of
Alex Spanos for a much-needed rest.

AMONG THE more than 100 monastics who came to Florence from thoughout the United
States were several nuns.

A BOY presents Patriarch Bartholomew with a gift in the courtyard of the monastery.

LONG-DISTANCE view of the monastery in
its desolate setting.  (Orthodox Observer photo)

MRS. FAYE SPANOS presents His All Holiness with an icon of the Theotokos as husband
Alex Spanos looks on at St. Basil Church in Stocton.               (P. Christopoulos photo)
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

(second of two parts)

Worship is the undergirding of authen-
tic Orthodox life!  As such, it is significant
that in the October issue of Christianity To-
day, Gary Burge laments the absence of li-
turgical worship in contemporary American
life.  In his article entitled �Missing God at
Church?�,  he describes how true sacramen-
tal worship is currently missing in most
modern religious denominations.  He, none-
theless, cites an exception . . . the Ortho-
dox Church!   Burge insists that the word
chrismation �is ablaze� on numerous col-
lege campuses such as Wheaton College
where non-Orthodox students are discov-
ering the benefits of developing a rich litur-
gical life.

Orthodoxy Puts �Frat House� into Perspective

By Fr. Frank Marangos

For many, this discovery is life-chang-
ing.  Burge insists that this college phenom-
enon is the direct result of an Orthodox
worship and theological discourse on these
campuses.

What about our own collegians?  Al-
though our children were born and raised
in the Greek Orthodox Church . . . have they
been �trained� to realize the value of their
rich liturgical and theological inheritance?

Yes, we might make certain that they
are financially in �good standing� in our re-
spective local parishes, but as they depart
for college, are they likewise spiritually pre-
pared to leave home?  Have they left the
House of Faith in search of belonging to
society�s �Frat Houses� where members
worship technology, scientific knowledge
and the environment at the expense of the
Creator?

True Orthodox worship places all these
things in their proper relationship.  Without
it, our collegians are in danger of seeking
the celebration of their own coronation . . .
and a life style of self-worship!

What, then, is authentic Orthodox wor-
ship?  And how can it help our children and
young adults avoid the lure and entrapments
of society?  Liturgy is, in fact, the ultimate
expression of our image and likeness!  All
things undergird worship that is liturgical!
As such, our souls yearn to encounter our
Creator, Lord and Savior in worship because
we are His sons and daughters!  Conse-
quently, our sanctuaries are not so much
buildings or geographical locations as they
are relationships!  We should keep in mind
that the Prodigal Son did not return because
he had read some profound theological trea-
tise.  His repentance was not the result of
theological inquiry as much as it was a de-
sire to be �with his father!�  He returned
because he remembered his �father�s
house.�   As such, our sanctuaries, our spiri-

tual home is not constructed out of brick,
mortar, wood or stone but by the quality of
our praise, petition, and eucharistic praxis.

Unfortunately, contemporary Orthodox
Christians have been overly influenced by
Protestant models.  As such, we have re-
duced our ancient liturgical chalices of sac-
ramental life into the small cup of Sunday
morning preaching

We have been conditioned to think that
the sermon is the most important part of
our liturgical diet.  Consequently, we have
turned our worship experiences into social
action rallies.

Worship that is Orthodox is more than
preaching and teaching.  Liturgy is more than
a religious concert in a nostalgic art gallery.
It is the kneeling of our hearts, minds and
souls before the Holy Trinity.  We belong to
God.  As such, we should approach wor-
ship reverently.  Our eyes, ears, mouths,
souls, bodies and hearts - our entire being -
should be keenly prepared to enter into the
presence of God�s Eternal Kingdom!

From what has been said to this point,
it is apparent that one of the first things that
we can do to safeguard our children against
the lure of secular society is to properly teach
them how to pray and worship.  Quite of-
ten, it seems as though we are guilty of pre-
paring them for everything else but these
two most important habits of their spiritual
formation.

St. Paul writes, �I beseech you there-
fore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that
ye present your bodies a living sacrifice,
holy, acceptable unto God, [which is] your
reasonable service.�  He continues by in-
sisting that we not conform �to this world,
but be transformed by the renewing of your
mind, that we may prove what [is] that good,
and acceptable, and perfect will of God�
(Romans 12:1-2).

And what is the will of God?  Jesus gave
us the answer when he prayed to His Fa-
ther that, �the glory which thou gavest me I
have given them; that they may be one, even
as we are one� (John 17:22).

We are called to be One with God!
What a tragedy that the two Boston teen-
agers did not know this liturgical promise.
Consequently, their zealous desire to be-
come one with the world . . . to be included
into a certain group of friends or fraternity
was, ultimately, their undoing.

How can we defile our bodies which
are the Temple of the Holy Spirit, with drugs,
pornography and alcohol when our desire
is to be one with Him?  How can we enter-
tain the notion of joining our bodies to binge-
drinking �frat houses� when the Holy Cup
of the Faith House is extended to us?

The Rev. Dr. Frank Marangos is director
of the Department of Religious Education
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ÌÞíõìá åíüôçôáò ðñïò ôá ìÝëç ôçò
Åêêëçóßáò óôçí ÁìåñéêÞ áðåýèõíå áðï-
÷áéñåôþíôáò ôçí ÏìïãÝíåéá ï Ïéêïõ-
ìåíéêüò ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò, áðü ôï Ðßôóìðïõñãê
ôçò ÐåíóõëâÜíéáò, ôåëåõôáßï óôáèìü ôçò
åðßóêåøÞò ôïõ óôéò ÇíùìÝíåò Ðïëéôåßåò.

Óôçí ïìéëßá ôïõ, ëßãï ðñéí áíá÷ù-
ñÞóåé åðéóôñÝöïíôáò óôï ÖáíÜñé, æÞôçóå
áðü ôïõò Ïìïãåíåßò íá ìåßíïõí ðÜóç
èõóßá «åíùìÝíïé êáé ïìïíïïýíôåò» êáé íá
áíôéìåôùðßæïõí ôéò äéÜöïñåò ãíþìåò êáé
áðüøåéò «óå ðíåýìá äçìïêñáôéêÞò óõæç-
ôÞóåùò êáé ëÞøåùò áðïöÜóåùí, óôï
ðëáßóéï ôùí éó÷õüíôùí ïñãáíùôéêþí
êáíïíéóìþí êáé äïìþí».

Áðåõèõíüìåíïò ðñïò ôïõò íÝïõò ôçò
ÅðéóêïðÞò ôïõ Ðßôóìðïõñãê, ï Ïéêïõ-
ìåíéêüò ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò ôïõò êÜëåóå äéáôç-
ñÞóïõí ôçí ðßóôç ôïõò êáé ôéò ðáñáäüóåéò
êáé íá áíôéëçöèïýí ôç äýíáìç ðïõ Ý÷ïõí
ùò íÝïé, íá áëëÜîïõí ôïí êüóìï ðñïò ôï
êáëýôåñï.

Óå Üëëï óçìåßï ôçò áðï÷áéñåôé-
óôÞñéáò ïìéëßáò ôïõ ï Ðáíáãéüôáôïò
êÜëåóå üëïõò ôïõò ðéóôïýò íá ôéìÞóïõí
ôçí ðáñáêáôáèÞêç ðïõ ôïõò áöÞíåé
áíá÷ùñþíôáò: «ÄéáôçñÞóáôå ôçí åíü-
ôçôÜ óáò, åíéó÷ýóáôå ôïõò äåóìïýò óáò
ìåôáîý óáò êáé ìå ôçí Åêêëçóßá ìáò êáé
áõîÞóáôå ôçí áðüäïóç ôùí êüðùí óáò,
óõíåñãáæüìåíïé ìå áãÜðç êáé åíüôçôá».

Óôï Óáí Öñáíóßóêï
Ç åðßóêåøç ôïõ Ïéêïõìåíéêïý Ðá-

ôñéÜñ÷ç åß÷å åêôüò áðü ôçí èåñìÞ õðï-
äï÷Þ êáé éäéÜéôåñç óçìáóßá ôüóï ãéá ôçí
Êïéíüôçôá ôïõ Åõáããåëéóìïý üóï êáé ãéá
ôá ìÝëç ôùí ÷ïñåõôéêþí óõãêñïôçìÜôùí

Ìå ìÞíõìá åíüôçôáò áðï÷áéñÝôçóå ôçí
ïìïãÝíåéá ï Ïéêïõìåíéêüò ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò

ðïõ åôïßìáóáí åíá ðëïýóéï ðáñáäïóéáêü
ðñüãñáììá êáé ôï ðáñïõóßáóáí åíùðéüí
ôïõ. Áêüìá ï äÞìáñ÷ïò ôçò éóôïñéêÞò
áõôÞò ðüëçò ê. Ãïõßëé ÌðñÜïõí, èÝëçóå

íá óçìáäÝøåé ôï ðÝñáóìá ôïõ çãÝôç ôçò
Ïñèïäïîßáò öõôåýïíôáò åíá ìéêñü äåíäñß-
ëéï �redwood�, åéò áíÜìíçóç ôçò åðß-
óêåøçò, óôï ðÜñêï ôçò ÃÝöõñáò �Ãêüë-
íôåí Ìðñßôæ�.

ÌåôÜ ôçí õðïäï÷Þ, óôï áåñïäñüìéï
ôçò ðüëçò, óôçí ïðïßá Þôáí ðáñüíôåò ï
ðñþçí äÞìáñ÷ïò Áñô Áãêíïò êáé ï
ðñüåäñïò ôïõ Áñ÷éåðéóêïðéêïý Óõì-
âïõëßïõ ê. Áëåî Óðáíüò, ç ðïìðÞ êáôåõ-
èýíèçêå óôïí Êáèåäñéêü Íáü ôïõ Åõáã-
ãåëéóìïý üðïõ åøÜëëåé äïîïëïãßá  êáé
Ýãéíå ç ôåëåôÞ èåìåëßùóçò ôïõ íÝïõ íáïý,
ìå âõæáíôéíÞ ìåãáëïðñÝðåéá.

Áêïëïýèçóå ðëïýóéï ðñüãñáììá ìå
ôçí óõììåôï÷Þ ÷ïñåõôéêþí óõãêñï-
ôçìÜôùí äéáöüñùí åèíéêïôÞôùí.

Óôï Ëïò Áíôæåëåò
Åðüìåíïò óôáèìüò óôçí ðáôñéáñ÷éêÞ

åðßóêåøç ôïõ Þôáí ç ðüëç ôùí ÁããÝëùí,
üðïõ ï Ïéêïõìåíéêüò ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò Üããéîå ôéò
êáñäéÝò ü÷é ìüíï ôùí Ïñèïäüîùí, áëëÜ êáé
ðïëëþí Üëëùí áðü ôïõò êáôïßêïõò ôïõ.

Ï ê. Âáñèïëìáßïò Ýãéíå äåêôüò áðü ôïí
äÞìáñ÷ï ê. Ñßôóáñíô Ñéüíôáí, ðïõ ôïõ
áðçýèõíå åíá «åéëéêñéíÝò êáëïóþñéóìá
óôçí ðüëç ôùí ÁããÝëùí», óå ìéá åðï÷Þ
ðïõ ç ðüëç ãéïñôÜæåé ôçí 160Þ åðÝôåéü ôçò.

ÊáôÜ ôçí ðáñáìïíÞ ôïõ óôï Ëïò
Áíôæåëåò, ï Ðáíáãéüôáôïò åß÷å ôçí
åõêáéñßá íá åðéóêåöôåß ôï äçìüóéï ó÷ïëåßï
Berendo, üðïõ êáé ôïõ åðéöõëÜ÷èçêå
èåñìÞ õðïäï÷Þ áðü ôïõò ìáèçôÝò, ðïëëïß
áðü ôïõò ïðïßïõò êñáôïýóáí ðáíü ðïõ
ôïí êáëïóþñéæáí óôçí éóðáíéêÞ ãëþóóá.
Ôçí ßäéá ãëþóóá ÷ñçóéìïðïßçóå êáé ï
ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò óôïí óýíôïìï ÷áéñåôéóìü
ôïõ. Óôç óõíÝ÷åéá ó÷çìáôßóôçêå ðïìðÞ
êáé êáôåõèýíèçêáí ðñïò ôïí Êáèåäñéêü
íáü ôçò Áãßáò Óïößáò, üðïõ êáé åøÜëåé
ïéêïõìåíéêÞ äïîïëïãßá.

Ï ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò ìßëçóå êáé óôï Óõì-
âïýëéï Äéåèíþí ÕðïèÝóåùí (World Affairs
Council) óå ãåýìá ðïõ äéïñãáíþèçêå óôï
îåíïäï÷åßï �ÌðÝâåñëé ×éëò� êáé óôï ïðïßï
ðáñÝóôçóáí ðåñéóóüôåñá áðü ÷ßëéá
Üôïìá.

Óôç ÓÜíôá ÌðÜñìðáñá
Éäéáßôåñá óçìáíôéêü Þôáí ôï ìÞíõìá

ðïõ Ýäùóå ìå ôçí ïìéëßá ôïõ óôç ÓÜíôá
ÌðÜñìðáñá ï ê. Âáñèïëïìáßïò, üðïõ
ðÞñå ìÝñïò óå ïéêïëïãéêü óõìðüóéï êáé
Ýêáíå Ýêêëçóç ðñïò üëïõò ôïõò ðïëé-
ôéêïýò êáé èñçóêåõôéêïýò çãÝôåò, ãéá ôç
äçìéïõñãßá ðáãêüóìéáò êßíçóçò ìå óôü÷ï
ôçí ðñïóôáóßá ôïõ ðåñéâÜëïíôïò, ðáñïõ-
óßá êáé ôïõ õðïõñãïý Åóùôåñéêþí ôùí
Ç.Ð.Á ê. Ìðñïõò ÌðÜìðéô. Ìéëþíôáò
åíþðéïí 800 óõíÝäñùí ï Ïéêïõìåíéêüò
ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò ôüíéóå  üôé «ôï íá äéáðñÜîåé
êÜðïéïò Ýíá Ýãêëçìá êáôÜ ôïõ öõóéêïý
ìáò êüóìïõ, åßíáé áìÜñôçìá».

Óôçí Áñéæüíá
Åíáò áðü ôïõò óôáèìïýò ôçò åðß-

óêåøçò ôïõ Ïéêïõìåíéêïý ÐáôñéÜñ÷ç óôéò
ÇíùìÝíåò Ðïëéôåßåò Þôáí êáé ôï ìïíáóôÞñé
ôïõ Áãßïõ Áíôùíßïõ, ëßãï Ýîù áðü ôçí
ðüëç Öëüñåíò ôçò Áñéæüíá. Ôïí Ðñïêá-
èÞìåíï ôçò Ïñèïäïîßáò õðïäÝ÷èçêáí
ìïíá÷ïß êáé ìïíá÷Ýò ðïõ Þñèáí êáé áðü
Üëëåò ðïëéôåßåò ãéá íá ðÜñïõí ôçí åõëïãßá
ôïõ. ÊáôÜ ôçí ðáñáìïíÞ ôïõ ï ÐáôñéÜñ-
÷çò ìßëçóå óôïõò ìïíá÷ïýò êáé ôéò ìïíá÷Ýò
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Ðñïò ôïõò Éåñáôéêþò ÐñïúóôáìÝíïõò,
ôïõò ÐñïÝäñïõò ôçí Åëëçíïñèïäüîùí
ÊïéíïôÞôùí, ôïõò Ìïíá÷ïýò êáé Ìïíá÷Ýò,
ôá ÄéïéêçôéêÜ Óõìâïýëéá ôùí Öéëïðôþ-
÷ùí ÁäåëöïôÞôùí, ôç Íåïëáßá êáé üëïõò
ôïõò åõóåâåßò ×ñéóôéáíïýò ôçò ÉåñÜò
Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò ÁìåñéêÞò

Ðñïóöéëåßò åí ×ñéóôþ áäåëöïß êáé
ôÝêíá ðåñéðüèçôá,

Ç éåñÞ åïñôÞ ôçí ×ñéóôïõãÝííùí åßíáé
ãíùóôÞ óôçí Ïñèüäïîç ðáôåñéêÞ êáé
ëåéôïõñãéêÞ ðáñÜäïóç ùò ç «ìçôñüðïëç
ôùí åïñôþí». Ìå Üëëá ëüãéá ôá ×ñéó-
ôïýãåííá åßíáé ç ðñþôç, ç ìçôñéêÞ èá
ëÝãáìå åïñôÞ, áíÜìåóá óå üëåò ôéò Üëëåò
×ñéóôéáíéêÝò åïñôÝò. Åßíáé ç åïñôÞ ðïõ ìáò
äßíåé ôçí ðñþôç ÷áñÜ, ðïõ êïñõöþíåôáé
óôÞí ôåëåéùôéêÞ åïñôÞ, ôçí ÁíÜóôáóç.

¼ëåò ïé åêêëçóéáóôéêÝò åïñôÝò ìáò
ðáñïõóéÜæïõí óôéò äéÜöïñåò ðôõ÷Ýò ôïõò
ôï ìåãÜëï ìõóôÞñéï ôçò óùôçñßáò ôïõ
áíèñþðïõ êáé ôïõ êüóìïõ ðïõ ðñáãìá-
ôïðïéÞèçêå «åí ×ñéóôþ», êáé ìáò ðáñÝ-
÷ïõí ôçí åõêáéñßá íá ðëçóéÜóïõìå óôï
ìõóôÞñéï áõôü êáé íá ôï êÜíïõìå âßùìÜ
ìáò. Ôá ×ñéóôïýãåííá üìùò Ý÷ïõí êÜðïéá
«ðñåóâåßá», äçë. ìéÜ éäéáßôåñç ðñïôåñáéü-
ôçôá, ãéáôß óõíäÝïíôáé ìå ôï åðßêåíôñï
ôçò éóôïñßáò ôçò óùôçñßáò ôïõ êüóìïõ,
ôçí åíóÜñêùóç êáé åíáíèñþðéóç ôïõ
Êõñßïõ êáé Èåïý êáé ÓùôÞñïò çìþí Éçóïý
×ñéóôïý.

Ôá ×ñéóôïýãåííá äåí áíÝôåéëáí
ôõ÷áßá áëë� «üôáí Þëèå ôï ðëÞñùìá ôïõ
÷ñüíïõ». Ï óêïðüò ôïõò Þôáí «ç óõíôÝ-
ëåéá ôùí áéþíùí», äçë. ç ôåëéêÞ öáíÝñùóç
ôïõ ó÷åäßïõ ôïõ Èåïý ãéá ôïí Üíèñùðï
êáé ôïí êüóìï. Ç ãÝííçóç ôïõ ×ñéóôïý
áðïôåëåß ôï ìÝãéóôï óùôçñéáêü êï-
óìïúóôïñéêü ãåãïíüò ðïõ ÷ùñßæåé ôçí
éóôïñßá óå äýï ìÝñç, óôï «ðñü ×ñéóôïý»
êáé óôï «ìåôÜ ×ñéóôüí». Ôï ðñþôï åßíáé ç
ðåñßïäïò ôçò õðïó÷Ýóåùò êáé ðñï-
åôïéìáóßáò ôçò óùôçñßáò. Ôï äåýôåñï
ìÝñïò åßíáé ç ðåñßïäïò ôçò åó÷áôïëïãéêÞò,
äçë. ôçò ôåëéêÞò ðñáãìáôþóåùò ôçò
óùôçñßáò. ÁõôÞ ôçí ðåñßïäï äéáíýåé êáé ç
óçìåñéíÞ åêêëçóßá êáé áðü ôçí åó÷áôï-
ëïãéêÞ áëÞèåéá áõôÞò ôçò ðåñéüäïõ áíôëåß
ôçí ðñïïðôéêÞ ôçò êáé êáèïñßæåé ôçí
ðïñåßá ôçò.

Ç ðñïïðôéêÞ ôùí ×ñéóôïõãÝííùí
åßíáé ç ðñïïðôéêÞ ôçò óùôçñßáò ôïõ
êüóìïõ, äçë. ôçò åéóüäïõ ìáò óôç âáóéëåßá
ôçí ïõñáíþí, ôçò åðáíáöïñÜò ìáò óôüí
÷áìÝíï áñ÷éêü ðáñÜäåéóï, óôÞí åðéêïé-
íùíßá ìå ôïí Äçìéïõñãü, óôÞí Åêêëçóßá.
Áõôü áêñéâþò ôïíßæïõí ïé åìðíåõóìÝíïé
ëüãïé, ìå ôïõò ïðïßïõò áñ÷ßæåé ç áêïëïõ-
èßá ôçò ÉåñÜò ÐñïóêïìéäÞò, ðïõ áðïôåëåß
ôï ðñþôï ìÝñïò ôçò Èåßáò Ëåéôïõñãßáò
ôçò Åêêëçóßáò ìáò êáé óõìâïëßæåé ôï
èáýìá ôçò ÂçèëåÝì. «ÅôïéìÜæïõ ÂçèëåÝì,
Þíïéêôáé ðÜóéí ç ÅäÝì. Åõôñåðßæïõ
ÅöñáèÜ, üôé ôï îýëïí ôçò æùÞò åîÞíèçóåí
åê ôçò ÐáñèÝíïõ, ÐáñÜäåéóïò êáé ãÜñ ç
åêåßíçò ãáóôÞñ, åäåß÷èç íïçôüò åí ù ôï
èåßïí öõôüí, åî ïõ öáãüíôåò æÞóïìåí, ïõ÷ß
äÝ ùò ï ÁäÜì ôåèíçîüìåèá. ×ñéóôüò
ãåííÜôáé, ôçí ðñéí ðåóïýóáí áíáóôÞóùí
åéêüíá».
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ÅëëçíéêÞ õðïäï÷Þ, óôï Ëïò Áíôæåëåò.

ÍÅÁ ÕÏÑÊÇ.� ÁãáíÜêôçóç ðñïêÜ-
ëåóå ç íÝá âïìâéóôéêÞ åðßèåóç êáôÜ ôïõ
Ïéêïõìåíéêïý Ðáôñéáñ÷åßïõ, ëßãï ðñßí
áðü ôá ìåóÜíõ÷ôá ôçò 3çò Äåêåìâñßïõ,
ðïõ åß÷å óáí áðïôÝëåóìá êáé ôï óïâáñü
ôñáõìáôéóìü ôïõ ôñéôåýïíôïò äéáêüíïõ
Íåêôáñßïõ, ï ïðïßïò õðïâëÞèçêå óå
åã÷åßñéóç óôï Áìåñéêáíéêü Íïóïêïìåßï
Êùíóôáíôéíïõðüëåùò. Ç Ýêñçîç ïöåéëü-
ôáí óå áõôïó÷Ýäéï åêñçêôéêü ìç÷áíéóìü,
ðïõ ÷ñçóéìïðïéÞèçêå êáé ü÷é óå ÷åéñï-
âïìâßäá, üðùò åß÷å áñ÷éêÜ åêôéìçèåß.
ÐñïêëÞèçêáí åêôåôáìÝíåò æçìéÝò óôïí
ðáôñéáñ÷éêü íáü êáé óôá ðáñáêåßìåíá êôßñéá,
üðïõ âñßóêåôáé êáé ï Ðáôñéáñ÷éêüò Ïßêïò.

Ç íÝá åðßèåóç êáôÜ ôïõ Ðáôñéáñ-
÷åßïõ, Ýêáíå ôï ãýñï ôïõ êüóìïõ êáé
ðñïêÜëåóå óõãêßíçóç, éäéáßôåñá óôéò
ÇíùìÝíåò Ðïëéôåßåò, üðïõ ï Óåâ. Áñ÷é-
åðßóêïðïò ÁìåñéêÞò ê. Óðõñßäùí êáôá-
äßêáóå Ýíôïíá ôï ãåãïíüò ìå äçëþóåéò ôïõ,
åíþ ðáñÜëëçëá Ýóôåéëå åðéóôïëÞ óôïí
Ðñüåäñï Êëßíôïí ÷áñáêôçñßæïíôáò «áäéá-
íüçôç» ôç óõíå÷éæüìåíç êáôáðÜôçóç ôùí
áíèñþðéíùí äéêáéùìÜôùí êáé ôùí èñç-
óêåõôéêþí åëåõèåñéþí óôçí Ôïõñêßá
(âëÝðå 1ç óåëßäá).

Áíáêïßíùóç ôïõ Ïéêïõìåíéêïý Ðáôñé-
áñ÷åßïõ êáôáäßêáóå ôï ãåãïíüò ùò ðñÜîç
âßáò êáé ùò ãåíéêüôåñç áíôßëçøç ðåñß ôçò
áíï÷Þò êáé ôçò ðñïóôáóßáò ôùí äéêáéù-
ìÜôùí ôùí èåóìþí êáé ôùí áôüìùí, åíþ

ÍÝá âïìâéóôéêÞ åðßèåóç
óôï Ïéêïõìåíéêü Ðáôñéáñ÷åßï

æçôåßôáé áðü ôéò ôïõñêéêÝò áñ÷Ýò ç ëÞøç
ìÝôñùí ãéá ôçí áóöÜëåéá ôïõ Ðáôñé-
áñ÷åßïõ.

¼ðùò áíÝöåñáí äçìïóéïãñáöéêÝò
áíôáðïêñßóåéò, ðáñáëßãï íá õðÞñ÷å
åêáôüìâç èõìÜôùí, áöïý, ëßãï ðñéí ôçí
Ýêñçîç óôï ÷þñï ôçò åðßèåóçò âñßóêïíôáí
ðïëëïß êëçñéêïß ôïõ Oéêïõìåíéêïý Èñüíïõ.

Ç ðåñéï÷Þ æþóôçêå áðü äõíÜìåéò ôçò
ôïõñêéêÞò Áóôõíïìßáò, ç ïðïßá ùóôüóï,
Ýëáâå óôçí áñ÷Þ ÷áëáñüôáôá ìÝôñá, åíþ
óôç óõíÝ÷åéá ôá åíÝôåéíå. Ãéá ôçí áêñßâåéá
Ôïýñêïé áóöáëßôåò áðÝêëåéóáí ôï ÷þñï
ôçò åðßèåóçò êáé åðéêáëïýìåíïé ôéò
Ýñåõíåò êáé ôéò áíáêñßóåéò ðïõ Ýðñåðå íá
ãßíïõí- áðáãüñåõóáí ôçí ðñïóÝããéóç
äçìïóéïãñÜöùí êáé ôçëåïðôéêþí óõíåñ-
ãåßùí ìå ôï ðñüó÷çìá üôé «óõíå÷ßæïíôáí
ïé áíáêñßóåéò».

Êýêëïé ôïõ Ðáôñéáñ÷åßïõ äéáìáñôý-
ñïíôáí Ýíôïíá áðü ôçí ðñþôç óôéãìÞ ãéá
ôá åëëéðÞ Ýùò áíýðáñêôá ìÝôñá öýëáîçò
ôïõ Öáíáñßïõ, ðáñ� üëï ðïõ åß÷å óçìåéù-
èåß âïìâéóôéêÞ åðßèåóç Ýíá ÷ñüíï ðñéí,
åíþ ôçí ðñïçãïýìåíç åâäïìÜäá åß÷å
äéïñãáíùèåß äéáäÞëùóç áðü ôïõò «Ãêñß-
æïõò Ëýêïõò». Oé ßäéåò ðçãÝò õðï-
óôÞñéæáí, üôé åäþ êáé êáéñü Ý÷ïõí óõìâåß
êñïýóìáôá âßáò êáôÜ ôïõ Ðáôñéáñ÷éêïý
Èñüíïõ, áðü Üôïìá Þ óðåßñåò, ðïõ
ôåëïýí êÜôù áðü Ýíá éäéüôõðï êáèåóôþò
ðñïóôáóßáò áðü ôéò ôïõñêéêÝò áñ÷Ýò. � óåë. 22
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ôïõ êáè. Ãåùñãßïõ Ó. ÌðåìðÞ

ÁöéÝñùìá, ìå õéêÝò åõ÷Ýò,
óôïí åïñôÜæïíôá Áñ÷éåðßóêïðü ìáò ê. Óðõñßäùíá.

�ÊëÝïò ôùí Ïñèïäüîùí� áðïêáëåß ôïí ¢ãéï
Óðõñßäùíá ï éåñüò óõããñáöÝáò ôùí Åóðåñéíþí
óôé÷çñþí, ôçí ðáñáìïíÞ ôçò åïñôÞò ôïõ Áãßïõ
Óðõñßäùíïò. Ôïí ïíïìÜæåé, áêüìç,
�êáíüíá Áñ÷éåñÝùí�, �öùóôÞñá
ðïëýöùôïí� êáé �áðëüôçôé áëçèÞ
êáëëõíüìåíïí�, äçëáäÞ êáôá-
óôïëéóìÝíï ìå áëçèéíÞ áðëüôçôá.

Ï ÁÃÉÏÓ ÓÐÕÑÉÄÙÍ: �ÔÏ ÊËÅÏÓ ÔÙÍ ÏÑÈÏÄÏÎÙÍ�

ÐñÜãìáôé, ôï êýñéï ÷áñá-
êôçñéóôéêü ôçò æùÞò ôïõ Áãßïõ
Óðõñßäùíïò õðÞñîå ç êáèáãéá-
óìÝíç áðü ôáðåßíùóç êáé êáëï-
óýíç áðëüôçôá ìå ôçí ïðïßá ï
¢ãéïò Óðõñßäùíáò ôßìçóå ôçí
Åêêëçóßá êáé äüîáóå ôï ðáíÜãéï
üíïìá ôïõ Êõñßïõ çìþí Éçóïý
×ñéóôïý. ÐëÝíïíôáò ï ßäéïò ôá
ðüäéá ôùí åðéóêåðôþí ôïõ, ðáñÝ-
÷ïíôáò ðëïýóéá öéëïîåíßá êáé
óôïñãÞ êáé ðñïóôáóßá ó� üëïõò
ôïõò ðôù÷ïýò ôïõ Èåïý, áíáäåß-
÷ôçêå, ðñÜãìáôé, �Üíèñùðïò
åðïõñÜíéïò� êáé �åðßãåéïò Üããåëïò� êáôÜ ôïí éåñü ìáò
õìíïãñÜöï.

Ï ¢ãéïò Óðõñßäùí ãåííÞèçêå ôï 270 óôï
ðáíÝìïñöï íçóß ôçò Êýðñïõ. ¸ããáìïò, êÜôï÷ïò
ìéêñÞò ðåñéïõóßáò, áãñüôçò êáé âïóêüò ü÷é ðïëý
êáôáñôéóìÝíïò óôá ãñÜììáôá êáé ôç óïößá ôïõ
êüóìïõ ôïýôïõ. ÌåôÜ ôïí èÜíáôï ôçò óõæýãïõ ôïõ
åêëÝ÷ôçêå åðßóêïðïò Ôñéìõèïýíôïò, áêñéâþò ëüãù
ôçò áðëüôçôÜò ôïõ, ôçò óåìíüôçôÜò ôïõ êáé ôçò
áîéïèáýìáóôçò ôáðåßíùóÞò ôïõ. Ç åðéóêïðéêÞ ôïõ
äéáêïíßá Üöçóå åðï÷Þ. Ç áãéüôçò ôïõ, ç áðüëõôç
áöïóßùóÞ ôïõ óôçí Ïñèïäïîßá, êáé ïé áãþíåò ôïõ
åíáíôßïí ðÜóçò áéñÝóåùò, ôïí áíÜäåéîáí �äüîáí ôùí
ÐáôÝñùí� êáé �éåñáñ÷þí èåßïí êåéìÞëéïí� Ãé� áõôü,
ëïéðüí, ôï Üãéï üíïìÜ ôïõ åßíáé ãíùóôü óå ðÜìðïëëåò
áñ÷áßåò ÷ñéóôéáíéêÝò ðçãÝò. Ôçí ðñþôç ìÜëéóôá
ìáñôõñßá ðåñß áõôïý, ôçí âñßóêïõìå óôç Äåýôåñç
Áðïëïãßá ôïõ ÌåãÜëïõ Áèáíáóßïõ, êáôÜ ôçí ïðïßá
ï Üãéïò Óðõñßäùíáò õðÝãñáøå ôéò áðïöÜóåéò ôçò åí
ÓáñäéêÞ Óõíüäïõ (342-343, ì.×.) Ôïí ãíùñßæïõí ïé
áñ÷áßïé éóôïñéêïß, üðùò ï Ñïõößíïò, ï ÓùêñÜôçò, ï
ÓùæïìÝíïò, ï Ã. Êåäñçíüò. Ôïí 7ïí áéþíá Ý÷ïõìå ôïí
âßï ôïõ ãñáììÝíï áðü ôïí Èåüäùñï åðßóêïðï ÐÜöïõ
êáé ôïí 10ï áéþíá áðï ôïí Üãéï Óõìåþí ôïí
ÌåôáöñáóôÞ.

ÐÜíôåò ïé áñ÷áßïé áõôïß óõããñáöåßò ìáñôõñïýí
ðåñß ôçò ðáñïõóßáò ôïõ óôçí Á´ ÏéêïõìåíéêÞ Óýíïäï
ôçò Íßêáéáò ôï 325, üôáí êáôáíéêÞèçêå ç êáêïäé-
äáóêáëßá ôïõ Áëåîáíäñéíïý ðñåóâõôÝñïõ Áñåßïõ êáé
êáôáäéêÜóôçêå ï Áñåéáíéóìüò.

Áí êáé ç õðïãñáöÞ ôïõ äåí âñßóêåôáé óôá
ÐñáêôéêÜ ôçò ÌåãÜëçò áõôÞò
Óõíüäïõ, ç ðáñïõóßá ôïõ Þôáí
ìÝãéóôá áéóèçôÞ êáé ìÜëéóôá äéÜ
ôïõ ðåñßöçìïõ èáýìáôïò, êáôÜ
ôï ïðïßï ï Üãéïò Óðõñßäùí êñáôÞ-
óáò åéò ôáò ÷åßñáò ôïõ êåñÜìéïí,
ìåôåôñÜðç åéò öùôéÜ, íåñü êáé
÷þìá, ôá ôñßá óõóôáôéêÜ ôçò
êåñáìßäïò ôá ïðïßá ðåñéôñÜíùò
áðÝäåéîáí ôï ïìïïýóéï êáé ôñé-
ðñüóùðï ôçò Áãßáò ÔñéÜäïò. Ç
èåñáðåßá ôïõ áõôïêñÜôïñïò Êùí-
óôáíôßíïõ åéò Áíôéü÷åéá, ç ìåôá-
ôñïðÞ üöåùò åéò ÷ñõóüí, äéÜ ôçí
âïÞèåéá ðñïò ôïõò ðôù÷ïýò ôïí
áíÝäåéîáí åéò �èáõìáôïõñãüí�,
äçìïöéëÝóôáôï Üãéï êáè� üëç ôçí
éóôïñßá ôçò Åêêëçóßáò ìáò.

Ï ¢ãéïò Óðõñßäùí êïéìÞèçêå
åí Êõñßù óôéò 12 Äåêåìâñßïõ 350.
Ôï èáõìáôïõñãéêü ëåßøáíü ôïõ

ìåôáöÝñèçêå óôçí Êùíóôáíôéíïýðïëç ôïí 7ï áéþíá,
ðñïò áðïöõãÞ ôùí âáñâáñéêþí åðéäñïìþí, êáé ìåôÜ
ôçí Üëùóç ôçò Êùíóôáíôéíïõðüëåùò ôï 1453, ôï
Üãéï ëåßøáíï ìåôáöÝñèçêå óôçí ÊÝñêõñá, üðïõ
öõëÜóóåôáé ìå Üðåéñï óåâáóìü êáé óôïñãÞ áðï ôïí
åõóåâÞ Êåñêõñáúêü ëáü. ÉåñÝò áêïëïõèßåò, ëéôáíåßåò,
ðáíçãýñéá ôïðéêÜ êáôáêïóìïýí ôçí åêêëçóéáóôéêÞ
æùÞ ôçò ÊåñêõñáúêÞò Åêêëçóßáò.

¸ôóé, êáèþò ãéïñôÜæïõìå êáé öÝôïò ôç ãéïñôÞ
ôïõ Áãßïõ Óðõñßäùíïò, êáëïýìáóôå íá ìéìçèïýìå ôï
Üãéï ðáñÜäåéãìÜ ôïõ, ðáñÜäåéãìá áðëüôçôáò,
ðñáüôçôáò êáé áêáêßáò, êáôÜ ôéò ùñáßåò åêöñÜóåéò
ôïõ éåñïý óõããñáöÝùò ôùí ýìíùí ôïõ Åóðåñéíïý.
Êáé êáëïýìáóôå íá ãßíïõìå êáé åìåßò �õðÝñìá÷ïé� ôçò
Ïñèïäïîßáò êáé �ðñüìá÷ïé� ôçò åí ×ñéóôþ åõóÝâåéáò.

Åéò äå ôïí åïñôÜæïíôá Áñ÷éåðßóêïðï ÁìåñéêÞò
ê. Óðõñßäùíá, ìáæß ìå ôéò ôáðåéíÝò ðñïóùðéêÝò ìáò
åõ÷Ýò, ôïõ åõ÷üìáóôå íá êáèéóôÜôáé ðÜíôïôå �Üîéïò
åñãÜôçò ôïõ Áìðåëþíïò ôïõ Êõñßïõ� êáé �ãíÞóéïò
ößëïò ×ñéóôïý�, üðùò ï Üãéïò Óðõñßäùí ï Èáõ-
ìáôïõñãüò.

Óôéò 19 Óåðôåìâñßïõ 1997, ôï ñùóéêü Êïéíïâïýëéï
øÞöéóå íïìïó÷Ýäéï, ìå ôï ïðïßï êáôï÷õñþíåé ôá
ìáêñáßùíá äéêáéþìáôá ðÜíù óôç ñùóéêÞ ãç ôçò
Ïñèüäïîçò Åêêëçóßáò êáé áíáãíùñßæåé ôçí ýðáñîç ôùí
ôñéþí Üëëùí éóôïñéêþí èñçóêåõìÜôùí ôçò Ñùóßáò,
óõãêåêñéìÝíá ôïõ éóëÜì, ôïõ éïõäáúóìïý êáé ôïõ
âïõäéóìïý, üðùò êáé Üëëùí ãíùóôþí ÷ñéóôéáíéêþí
êïéíïôÞôùí. Óýìöùíá ìå ôï íÝï íüìï, ïðïéáäÞðïôå Üëëç
èñçóêåõôéêÞ �÷ñéóôéáíéêÞ Þ ìç� êïéíüôçôá, ïöåßëåé
èåùñçôéêÜ íá áíáìåßíåé 15 ÷ñüíéá ìÝ÷ñéò üôïõ áíáãíù-
ñéóèåß áðü ôï êñÜôïò êáé ðÜñåé Üäåéá áíáðôýîåùò
åêêëçóéáóôéêÞò äñÜóåùò.

Äåí ÷ùñÜåé áìöéâïëßá üôé ï íüìïò áõôüò øçößóôçêå
ìå Ýíá êáé ìüíï óêïðü. Ôçí áíá÷áßôéóç ôçò áíåîÝëåãêôçò
ðñïóçëõôéóôéêÞò äñÜóåùò ðïéêéëüìïñöùí êáé ðïéêéëþ-
íõìùí áéñåôéêþí êáé ðáñá-åêêëçóéáóôéêþí ïìÜäùí, ïé
ïðïßåò, äéáêáôå÷üìåíåò áðü ìéá õðåñößáëç áíôßëçøç üôé
áõôÝò ìüíï êáôÝ÷ïõí ôçí «ïñèÞ ðßóôç», üíôáò äå
ðåðåéóìÝíåò üôé Ý÷ïõí éåñÞ õðï÷ñÝùóç íá ìåôáäþóïõí
ôï óùóôéêü ìÞíõìá ôïõ Åõáããåëßïõ óôïí ñùóéêü ëáü,
ìåôÜ ôï 1991 åéóÝâáëáí êõñéïëåêôéêÜ ó� ïëüêëçñç ôç
ñùóéêÞ åðéêñÜôåéá ãéá íá êçñýîïõí ìå êÜèå èåìéôü êáé
áèÝìéôï ìÝóï ôïí ×ñéóôü, óôçí �Ü-×ñéóôÞ�, üðùò ôç
÷áñáêôÞñéóáí ìåñéêïß, Ñùóßá. ¢ó÷åôï áí ç ÷þñá áõôÞ
åäþ êáé ìéá ÷éëéåôßá åßíáé ÷ñéóôéáíéêÞ êáé ìÜëéóôá
ïñèüäïîç êáé ðïôéóìÝíç ìå ôï áßìá áíáñßèìçôùí,
ðáëáéþí êáé óýã÷ñïíùí, åðþíõìùí êáé áíþíõìùí,
ìáñôýñùí ôçò. Êáé óôïõò åéóâïëåßò áõôïýò óõãêáôá-
ëÝãïíôáé, ùò ìç þöåëå, ðáñáôÜîåéò êáé ðáñáóõíáãùãÝò
ðïõ éó÷õñßæïíôáé üôé åßíáé ïé áðïêëåéóôéêÝò ôáìéïý÷ïé ôçò
ãíÞóéáò ïñèüäïîçò ðßóôçò êáé ïé ìüíåò åããõÞôñéåò ôçò
êáíïíéêÞò ôÜîçò.

¼ðùò äÞëùóå ðñüóöáôá ç ÊåíôñéêÞ ÅðéôñïðÞ ôïõ
Ðáãêïóìßïõ Óõìâïõëßïõ Åêêëçóéþí, «áíôáãùíéóôéêÝò

Ï ðïëõðñüóùðïò ðñïóçëõôéóìüò
éåñáðïóôïëéêÝò åêóôñáôåßåò óôçí Êåíôñþá êáé ÁíáôïëéêÞ
Åõñþðç . . . ìå óôü÷ï ôïí ðñïóçëõôéóìü êáé ôç äçìéïõñãßá
ðáñáëëÞëùí åêêëçóéáóôéêþí äïìþí, ðñïóâÜëëïõí ôï
ÅõáããÝëéï êáé åêìçäåíßæïõí ôéò ðñïóðÜèåéåò ðïõ
áðïâëÝðïõí óôçí ðñïþèçóç ôçò ÷ñéóôéáíéêÞò åíü-
ôçôáò». Êáé Ýôóé åßíáé. Ôï åñþôçìá ðïõ ôßèåôáé åßíáé áí
õðÜñ÷åé äéáöïñÜ ìåôáîý ôùí ðñïóçëõôéóôéêþí
åíåñãåéþí ôùí äõôéêÞò Þ áóéáôéêÞò ðñïåëåýóåùò
åêêëçóéþí êáé ðáñáèñçóêåõôéêþí ïìÜäùí êáé ôùí
åðåêôáôéêþí ðñïóðáèåéþí äéáöüñùí ó÷éóìáôéêþí
ïñèüäïîùí ðáñáóõíáãùãþí. ÏõóéáóôéêÜ êáìßá. Äéüôé
üëïé áíåîáéñÝôùò ïé åéóâïëåßò ìåôÝñ÷ïíôáé ôá ßäéá
êáôá÷èüíéá ìÝóá, áðïâëÝðïíôáò ó� Ýíá êáé ìüíï óêïðü:
ôçí áðïóôáèåñïðïßçóç ìßáò ôïðéêÞò Åêêëçóßáò êáé ôç
äéÜâñùóÞ ôçò, ðñïò ßäéï üöåëïò.

Ïé áèÝìéôåò ðñïóçëõôéóôéêÝò åîïñìÞóåéò åôåñïäüîùí
êáé åôåñïèñÞóêùí ìéóéïíáñßùí óôïí ïñèüäïîï ÷þñï ôçò
Ñùóßáò êáé ãåíéêÜ ôçò ÁíáôïëéêÞò Åõñþðçò Ý÷ïõí âÝâáéá
ðëåéóôÜêéò êáôáäéêáóôåß áðï äéïñèüäïîá êáé äéá÷ñé-
óôéáíéêÜ óþìáôá, ùò áðáñÜäåêôåò. Ðþò üìùò íá
÷áñáêôçñßóåé êáíåßò ôéò åíÝñãåéåò ó÷éóìáôéêþí «ïñèü-
äïîùí» ïìÜäùí, ðïõ áðïóêïðïýí óôïí ðñïóçëõôéóìü
ïñèïäüîùí ðéóôþí, óôçí ðáñï÷Þ «êáíïíéêÞò êáëýøåùò»
óå åêðåóüíôáò êáé óôçí ðÞîç èõóéáóôçñßùí óå
ïñèüäïîåò ÷þñåò üðùò ç Ñùóßá êáé ç Ãåùñãßá, ç
Ñïõìáíßá, ç Âïõëãáñßá Þ áêüìç ç Óåñâßá, äéÜ ôçò
äçìéïõñãßáò ðáñáëëÞëùí «ïñèïäüîùí åêêëçóéþí»;
Áðëþò, üôé ðñïäßäïõí, áí ìÞ ôé Üëëï, êõíéóìü êáé Ýëëåéøç
áðü áõôÝò ôïõ ðéï óôïé÷åéþäïõò åêêëçóéáóôéêïý Þèïõò.

Ï Ì. Ðñùôïðñåóâýôåñïò Ãåþñãéïò ÔóÝôóçò åßíáé
ìüíéìïò åêðñüóùðïò ôïõ Ïéêïõìåíéêïý Ðáôñéáñ÷åßïõ óôçí
Ýäñá ôïõ Ðáãêïóìßïõ Óõìâïõëßïõ Åêêëçóéþí óôç Ãåíåýç.

ðïõ êáôÝêëõóáí ôï íáü êáé ðñïÝóôç äïîïëïãßáò. Óôçí
õðïäï÷Þ ðáñÝóôç ç äÞìáñ÷ïò ôçò ðüëçò, äÞìáñ÷ïé
ãåéôïíéêþí ðüëåùí êáé ðÜíù áðü ÷ßëéá Üôïìá.

Óôï Ðßôóìðïõñãê
Ôï ôáîßäé ôïõ Ïéêïõìåíéêïý ÐáôñéÜñ÷ç Âáñ-

èïëïìáßïõ óôéò ÇíùìÝíåò Ðïëéôåßåò ïëïêëçñþèçêå ìå ôçí
åðßóêåøç óôï Ðßôóìðïõñãê, üðïõ óôï áåñïäñüìéï ôçò
ðüëçò, ôïí õðïäÝ÷èçêáí Ïìïãåíåßò áëëÜ êáé ðïëëïß Üëëïé
Ïñèüäïîïé ×ñéóôéáíïß, êÜôïéêïé ôçò ÐåíóõëâÜíéáò êáé
ôùí ãýñù Ðïëéôåéþí. Óôï áåñïäñüìéï ôçò ðüëçò ôïí
õðïäÝ÷èçêáí ï åðßóêïðïò Ðßôóìðïõñãê ÌÜîéìïò êáé ï
Åðßóêïðïò Áìéóïý Íéêüëáïò, ôçò Êáñðáèïñþóéêçò
Åêêëçóßáò. ÄåêÜäåò íÝïé ìå ðáñáäïóéáêÝò åíäõìáóßåò êáé
ãáëÜæéåò óçìáßåò ó÷çìÜôéóáí åíá ôéìçôéêü Üãçìá êáé ìáæß
ôïõò ðïëëÜ ìÝëç Üëëùí åèíéêïôÞôùí, íôõìÝíá åðßóçò
ìå åèíéêÝò óôïëÝò áðü äéÜöïñåò ÂáëêáíéêÝò ÷þñåò, ôçí
Óêáíäéíáâßá, ôçí Ïõêñáíßá êáé ôç Ñùóßá, Ýäùóáí ìéá
äéáöïñåôéêÞ íüôá óôçí ôåëåôÞ ôçò õðïäï÷Þò.

ÌåôÜ ôçí õðïäï÷Þ ï Ïéêïõìåíéêüò ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò
óõíáíôÞèçêå ìå ôïõò êëçñéêïýò ôçò ÅðéóêïðÞò êáé
ðáñáêÜèçóå óå äåßðíï ðïõ ðáñÝèåóå ï êõâåñíÞôçò ê.
Ôïì Ñßôæ.

Ôï ðñùß ôçò ÊõñéáêÞò ôåëÝóèçêå ðáôñéáñ÷éêÞ Èåßá
Ëåéôïõñãßá óôï Óõíåäñéáêü ÊÝíôñï «ÍôÝéâéíô Ëüñåíò».

Ôçí ðñïôåëåõôáßá çìÝñá ôçò ðáñáìïíÞò ôïõ óôéò
ÇíùìÝíåò Ðïëéôåßåò ï Ïéêïõìåíéêüò ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò
åðéóêÝöèçêå ôçí Ýäñá ôçò Êáñðáèïñþóéêçò ÅðéóêïðÞò
ÁìåñéêÞò óôï ÔæïíóôÜïõí ôçò ÐåíóõëâÜíéáò, üðïõ
ôåëÝóèçêå äïîïëïãßá êáé ðáñáôÝèçêå äåßðíï ðñïò ôéìÞ
ôïõ áðü ôïí Åðßóêïðï Íéêüëáï.

Ï Ïéêïõìåíéêüò ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò áíá÷þñçóå ãéá ôçí
Êùíóôáíôéíïýðïëç, ôï ðñùß ôçò ÄåõôÝñáò 17 Íïåìâñßïõ,
ìÝóá óå ìéá óõãêéíçôéêÞ áôìüóöáéñá. ÊëÞñïò êáé ëáüò
áðï÷áéñÝôéóáí ôïí ê. Âáñèïëïìáßï, ï ïðïßïò ðñüêåéôáé
íá åðéóêåöèåß êáé ðÜëé ôéò ÇíùìÝíåò Ðïëéôåßåò ôïí
ðñïóå÷Þ ÌÜúï.

Ìå ôçí ÅíóÜñêùóç ãåöõñþèçêå ìéÜ ãéá ðÜíôá ôï
÷Üóìá ðïõ åß÷å åðéöÝñåé ç áìáñôßá óôç ó÷Ýóç Èåïý êáé
áíèñþðïõ, Þ áêüìç, óôç ó÷Ýóç ôïõ Üêôéóôïõ Äçìéïõñãïý
êáé ôïõ êôéóôïý êüóìïõ. Áöïý íôýèçêå ï ¢êôéóôïò ôï
êôéóôü, èåìåëéþèçêå ç êôßóç ðÜíù óå ìéÜ áðáñáóÜëåõôç
âÜóç, óôï óþìá ôïõ ×ñéóôïý, óôçí Åêêëçóßá. Ôï óþìá
ðïõ áíÝëáâå ï ×ñéóôüò áðü ôçí Ðáíáãßá Èåïôüêï Þôáí
ç «óáñî ôçò Åêêëçóßáò» êáôÜ ôïí éåñü ×ñõóüóôïìï. Ó�
áõôü ëáâáßíïõìå ôç èåßá ÷Üñç, ì� áõôü ôñåöüìáóôå
ìõóôéêÜ êáé ðíåõìáôéêÜ óôç èåßá Åõ÷áñéóôßá.

ÔÜ ×ñéóôïýãåííá ãéïñôÜæïõìå ôï ãåãïíüò, üôé ï
×ñéóôüò êáé ç Åêêëçóßá åßíáé ç âÜóç ôïõ êüóìïõ, ðïõ
êáèïñßæåé ôçí æùÞ ôïõ êáé ôï ðñáãìáôéêü ôïõ ìÝëëïí.
Ôßðïôå ðéÜ äåí ìðïñåß íá áöáéñÝóåé ôç èåßá ÷Üñç êáé
óùôÞñéá äùñåÜ áðü ôïí êüóìï ìáò. Ôßðïôå äåí ìðïñåß
íá áëëïéþóåé ôçí ðñáãìáôéêüôçôá ôçò Åêêëçóßáò, ôïõ
óþìáôïò ôïõ ×ñéóôïý ðïõ ìðÞêå óôïí êüóìï ìáò ìå ôçí
ÅíóÜñêùóç, ïýôå êáé áõôÝò ïé ðýëåò ôïõ Üäïõ ðïõ
äéÝëõóå ï ×ñéóôüò ìå ôçí ÁíÜóôáóç. Ï ×ñéóôüò, «ï Õéüò
ôçò ÐáñèÝíïõ» åßíáé «ï Êýñéïò ôçò äüîçò» ðïõ Ýæçóå óáí
Üíèñùðïò áëçèéíüò, «êáôåðÜôçóå ôïí èÜíáôïí»,
«êáôÞñãçóå ôïí äéÜâïëïí» êáé ðáñáìÝíåé ìáæß ìáò ìÝ÷ñé
ôç óõíôÝëåéá ôïõ áéþíá.

Áõôü ôï ìÞíõìá ôçò óùôçñßáò óõíïøßæåôáé óôïí ðéü
÷áñáêôçñéóôéêü ýìíï ôçí ×ñéóôïõãÝííùí, óôï «äüîá åí
õøßóôïéò Èåþ êáé åðß ãçò åéñÞíç åí áíèñþðïéò åõäïêßá».
Ç äüîá ôïõ Èåïý, ç åéñÞíç êáé ç åõäïêßá, äçëáäÞ ç êáëÞ
èÝëçóç, åßíáé ôá åöüäéá ðïõ êáé óÞìåñá Ý÷åé áíÜãêç ï
êüóìïò ìáò ãéá íá æÞóç êáé íá óùèåß. ÁõôÜ óõíå÷ßæåé íá
ðñïóöÝñåé êáé ç Åêêëçóßá. Åßíáé äþñá ôïõ Èåïý ðïõ
ðñïóöÝñïíôáé äùñåÜí, ãßíïíôáé üìùò êôÞìá ìáò ìå
åíóõíåßäçôç áíôáðüêñéóç êáé ðßóôç. Ì� áõôÜ áðïêôïýìå
ôç äõíáôüôçôá íá áíôéìåôùðßæïõìå áðïôåëåóìáôéêÜ
êÜèå áíôßîïç ðåñßóôáóç, êÜèå áíôéäéêßá Þ áíôéðáëüôçôá
Þ äé÷ïóôáóßá, êáèþò êáé üëá åêåßíá ôá ðáñáðôþìáôá
ðïõ êáôáðáôïýí ôá öõóéêÜ äéêáéþìáôá ôçò áíèñþðéíçò
õðÜñîåùò êáé áíôéóôñáôåýïíôáé ïõôïðéêÜ óôï óþìá ôïõ
×ñéóôïý, ôçí Åêêëçóßá. Åý÷ïìáé ì� áõôÜ ôá åöüäéá ôùí
×ñéóôïõãÝííùí, ôç èåßá äüîá, ôçí åéñÞíç êáé ôçí êáëÞ
èÝëçóç íá ãéïñôÜóïõìå üëïé ìáò ôá öåôéíÜ ×ñéóôïýãåííá.

Ìå ðïëëÞ åí Êõñßù ðáôñéêÞ áãÜðç,

ÁÑ×ÉÅÐÉÓÊÏÐÉÊÇ ÅÃÊÕÊËÉÏÓ
ÅÐÉ ÔÏÉÓ ×ÑÉÓÔÏÕÃÅÍÍÏÉÓ
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Ï ê. Ãåþñãéïò Ó. ÌðåìðÞò åßíáé êáèçãçôÞò ôçò
Ðáôñïëïãßáò óôçí ÈåïëïãéêÞ Ó÷ïëÞ Ôéìßïõ Óôáõñïý ôçò
É. Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò ÁìåñéêÞò ÌÞíõìá åíüôçôáò
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Áð� åäþ... Áð� åêåß...
ÔÇÍ ÅÊÈÅÓÇ Èçóáõñþí ôïõ Áãßïõ
Ïñïõò åðéóêÝöôçêå ï Ïéêïõìåíéêüò
ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò ê. Âáñèïëïìáßïò êáôÜ ôçí
ðñüóöáôç åðßóêåøÞ ôïõ óôç Èåóóá-
ëïíßêç. Ðñïóöùíüíôáò ôïí Ðáíáãéüôáôï,
ï Åëëçíáò õðïõñãüò Ðïëéôéóìïý ê.
ÂåíéæÝëïò åðéóÞìáíå üôé ôï Ïéêïõìåíéêü
Ðáôñéáñ÷åßï åßíáé èåìáôïöýëáêáò ôçò
éóôïñßáò êáé ôïõ ðïëéôéóìïý ôïõ ãÝíïõò.
Ï Ïéêïõìåíéêüò ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò åõ÷áñßóôçóå
ôï ê ÂåíéæÝëï ãéá ôçí ðñïèõìßá ôïõ íá
âïçèÞóåé êáé íá óõìðáñáóôáèåß óôï Ýñãï
ôïõ Ïéêïõìåíéêïý Ðáôñéáñ÷åßïõ, ôï ïðïßï
üðùò åßðå åßíáé êáé Ýñãï äéáöýëáîçò
óõíôÞñçóçò êáé äéÜóùóçò ôçò ðïëéôé-
óôéêÞò êëçñïíïìéÜò  ôïõ ãÝíïõò. ÐáñÜë-
ëçëá, äÞëùóå üôé åß÷å óöïäñÞ åðéèõìßá
íá åðéóêåöôåß ôçí Ýêèåóç, ìå ôçí ïðïßá
�üðùò åðéóÞìáíå� äßíåôáé åõêáéñßá óôï
ãõíáéêåßï öýëï íá äåé ôá êåéìÞëéá ôïõ
Áãßïõ ¼ñïõò êáé äßíåé óôçí ¸êèåóç
åõñýôåñç øõ÷éêÞ êáé ðíåõìáôéêÞ äéÜ-
óôáóç.

ÄÄÄ
ÌÇÍÕÌÁ áãÜðçò óå ÷ñéóôéáíïýò êáé
ìïõóïõëìÜíïõò áðçýèõíå ï Ïéêïõìåíéêüò
ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò ê. Âáñèïëïìáßïò, ï ïðïßïò
ôïí ðåñáóìÝíï ìÞíá åðéóêÝöèçêå ôçí
ÎÜíèç êáé áíáêçñý÷èçêå åðßôéìïò äéäÜ-
êôùñ ôïõ ðáíåðéóôçìßïõ ÈñÜêçò. Ï
ðñïêáèÞìåíïò ôçò Ïñèïäïîßáò ôüíéóå üôé
ïé ÷ñéóôéáíïß êáé ïé ìïõóïõëìÜíïé ôçò
ÈñÜêçò ðñÝðåé íá æïõí åéñçíéêÜ êáé
ðñüóèåóå üôé ç áíÜãêç áõôÞ åßíáé åðéôá-
êôéêÞ, éäéáßôåñá óôç óçìåñéíÞ åðï÷Þ, üðïõ
êõñéáñ÷åß ôï ðíåýìá ôïõ áôïìéêéóìïý,
ðïõ äéáóðÜ ôçí åíüôçôá ôùí áíèñþðùí.

ÄÄÄ
ÁÍÁÓÊÁÖÅÓ ìå óôü÷ï ôçí áíåýñåóç ôïõ
ôÜöïõ ôïõ ÌåãÜëïõ ÁëåîÜíäñïõ, ðñü-
êåéôáé íá îåêéíÞóåé êáèçãçôÞò ôïõ Ðáíå-
ðéóôçìßïõ ôçò ÁëåîÜíäñåéáò, óôçí ðåñéï-
÷Þ Bab Charqui, ðïõ âñßóêåôáé óôï êÝíôñï
ôçò ÁëåîÜíäñåéáò. ÁéãõðôéáêÞ åöçìåñßäá
áíáöÝñåôáé óå äçëþóåéò ôïõ äéåõèõíôÞ
ôïõ ìïõóåßïõ Åëëçíïñùìáúêþí áñ÷áéï-
ôÞôùí ôçò ðüëçò, üôé ïé ðñþôåò åíäåßîåéò
äåí áðïêëåßïõí êÜðïéá óçìáíôéêÞ áíá-
êÜëõøç. Ðñüêåéôáé ãéá áñ÷áéïëïãéêÜ
åõñÞìáôá, ðïõ óýìöùíá ìå ôçí Üðïøç
ïñéóìÝíùí åìðåéñïãíùìüíùí áíÞêïõí óå
âáóéëéêÞ ðñïóùðéêüôçôá ôçò åðï÷Þò ôùí
Ðôïëåìáßùí êáé ðéèáíüí óôïí ÌÝãá
ÁëÝîáíäñï.

ÄÄÄ
ÅÍÁ ÁÑÔÉÏ ôìÞìá Ïñèüäïîçò Èåïëïãßáò
ëåéôïõñãåß ìå åðéôõ÷ßá êáé ãéá äåýôåñç
÷ñïíéÜ óôï ÐáíåðéóôÞìéï ôïõ ÌïíÜ÷ïõ.
Ìå ðñüóöáôç áðüöáóç, åãêñßèçêáí ïé
êáíïíéóìïß êáé ôï ðñüãñáììá äéäá-
óêáëßáò. Çäç öïéôïýí ðïëëïß óðïõäáóôÝò
äéáöüñùí åèíéêïôÞôùí ãéá ôçí áðüêôçóç
ôïõ ó÷åôéêïý ðôõ÷ßïõ.

ÄÄÄ
ÁÑÅÉÌÁÍÉÏÉ êáðíéóôÝò ïé ¸ëëçíåò: Ó÷å-
ôéêÞ ìåëÝôç äåß÷íåé üôé óôçí ÅëëÜäá ôï
1994 Üíáøáí 3,013 ôóéãÜñá áíÜ êåöáëÞ,
óôçí Éóðáíßá 2.155, óôçí Áããëßá 1.535 êáé
óôçí Óïõçäßá 992.

ÄÄÄ
ÏËÏÉ ÏÉ ÔÏÕÑÊÏÉ åðéóôñáôåýôçêáí ãéá
íá «øçößóïõí» óå çëåêôñïíéêÞ äçìï-
óêüðçóç ôïõ ðåñéïäéêïý TIME, ðïõ
ðñïôßèåôáé íá áíáêçñýîåé ìÝ÷ñé ôïí
ÄåêÝìâñéï ôïõ 1999 ôï �Ðñüóùðï ôïõ
Áéþíá� óå äéÜöïñåò êáôçãïñßåò. ÁðïôÝ-
ëåóìá, ÷éëéÜäåò ãñÜììáôá, êÜñôåò êáé
çëåêôñïíéêü ôá÷õäñïìåßï áíÝâáóáí óôçí
ðñþôç èÝóç üëùí ôùí êáôçãïñéþí ôïí
ÊåìÜë Áôáôïýñê! Óå ó÷åôéêÞ åñþôçóç, ïé
óõíôÜêôåò ôïõ TIME äÞëùóáí üôé ôï
áðïôÝëåóìá ôçò øçöïöïñßáò «äåí èá
áðïôåëÝóåé ôïí ìïíáäéêü ðáñÜãïíôá» ãéá
ôçí åðéëïãÞ ôïõò.

×ÁÃÇ (Ì.Ð.Å.).� Ùò «ÉóôïñéêÞ
åíôïëÞ», èåùñåß ï Ïéêïõìåíéêüò ÐáôñéÜñ-
÷çò Âáñèïëïìáßïò ôçí áðïêáôÜóôáóç
ôçò åíüôçôáò ôùí Åêêëçóéþí, óå óõíÝ-
íôåõîÞ ôïõ, ðïõ ðáñá÷þñçóå óôçí
ÏëëáíäéêÞ åöçìåñßäá «Trouw» ðñïò ôïí
äçìïóéïãñÜöï Ton Crijnen. Áíáöå-
ñüìåíïò óôçí éäéüôçôÜ ôïõ ùò «ðñþôïò
ìåôáîý ßóùí» óôïí êüóìï ôçò Ïñèï-
äïîßáò, ï ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò åîçãåß ðùò ðáñÜ
ôï ãåãïíüò üôé ôï Ïéêïõìåíéêü Ðáôñéáñ-
÷åßï äåí óõãêñßíåôáé ìå ôï Âáôéêáíü,
ùóôüóï ôï ÖáíÜñé áðïôåëåß ðáñá-
äïóéáêÜ ôçí øõ÷Þ ôïõ ïñèïäüîïõ ÷ñé-
óôéáíéóìïý, äéáøåýäïíôáò ôáõôü÷ñïíá
êáôçãïñçìáôéêÜ éó÷õñéóìïýò ðïõ ôïí
èÝëïõí áðëïýóôáôá åðßôéìï Ðñïêá-
èÞìåíï äß÷ùò êáìßá ïõóéáóôéêÞ åîïõóßá.
Óõíå÷ßæïíôáò ãéá ôï ßäéï èÝìá, ï Ïéêïõ-
ìåíéêüò ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò õðïóôçñßæåé ðùò
«åíôüò ôçò êïéíüôçôáò ôùí Åêêëçóéþí
ìáò ôï Ïéêïõìåíéêü Ðáôñéáñ÷åßï êáôÝ÷åé
ôçí ðñþôç èÝóç», ðñïóèÝôïíôáò ðùò ï
ßäéïò åßíáé áñìüäéïò íá óõíôïíßæåé äéïñ-
èüäïîá æçôÞìáôá êáé íá êáëåß óå ðáí-
ïñèüäïîåò óõíåäñéÜóåéò.

Ó÷ïëéÜæïíôáò ôçí ðñïóùðéêüôçôá
ôïõ Ïéêïõìåíéêïý ÐáôñéÜñ÷ç, ï Crijnen
ðáñáôçñåß ðùò ï Âáñèïëïìáßïò óå
áíôßèåóç ìå ôïí ðñïêÜôï÷ü ôïõ ÄçìÞôñéï
äåí öáßíåôáé íá åßíáé éêáíïðïéçìÝíïò ìå
ôïí ðåñéïñéóìÝíï ñüëï ðïõ ôïõ åðéâÜë-
ëïõí ïé èåóìïß. ¼ðùò äåß÷íïõí ôá
ðñÜãìáôá, óõíå÷ßæåé, ï Âáñèïëïìáßïò
èÝëåé í� áêïëïõèÞóåé ôïí äñüìï ôïõ
ìåãÜëïõ Áèçíáãüñá, ï ïðïßïò Ýäåéîå ðùò
Ýíáò Ïéêïõìåíéêüò ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò ìå äõíá-
ìéêÞ ðñïóùðéêüôçôá åßíáé åéò èÝóéí íá
áðïêôÞóåé ðåñáéôÝñù êýñïò êáé åîïõóßá
áðü ü,ôé åðßóçìá äéêáéïýôáé.

Óôç óõíÝ÷åéá ï Crijnen áíáöÝñåôáé

ÉóôïñéêÞ åíôïëÞ ç Åíüôçôá
ËÅÅÉ Ï ÏÉÊÏÕÌÅÍÉÊÏÓ ÐÁÔÑÉÁÑ×ÇÓ

óôïí áíôáãùíéóìü ðïõ ðáñáôçñåßôáé
ôåëåõôáßá áíÜìåóá óôï Ïéêïõìåíéêü
Ðáôñéáñ÷åßï êáé ôï Ðáôñéáñ÷åßï Ìüó÷áò,
ðñïâÜëëïíôáò ùò ðáñÜäåéãìá ôç äéá-
ìÜ÷ç ãéá ôç äéêáéïäïóßá óôçí Ïñèüäïîç
Åêêëçóßá ôçò Åóèïíßáò.

Ðïëëïß óõíôçñçôéêïß ïñèüäïîïé,
óõíå÷ßæåé ï äçìïóéïãñÜöïò, èåùñïýí
ðùò ï Âáñèïëïìáßïò åðéäéþêåé ôç äç-
ìéïõñãßá ìéáò åíéáßáò Ïñèüäïîçò Åêêëç-
óßáò óýìöùíá ìå ôï ðñüôõðï åêåßíçò
ôùí Ñùìáéïêáèïëéêþí ìå åðéêåöáëÞò ôïí
ßäéï ùò Ýíá åßäïò «ÕðåñðáôñéÜñ÷ç».
Áêüìç áñêåôïß ïñèüäïîïé äéáôõðþíïõí
åðéöõëÜîåéò áðÝíáíôé óôïí Âáñèïëïìáßï
ëüãù ôùí «êáëþí ó÷Ýóåùí» ðïõ äéáôçñåß
ìå ôçí Ñþìç, ç ïðïßá áðü ðïëëïýò
êáôçãïñåßôáé ãéá «ðñïóçëõôéóìü». Áíôé-
äñþíôáò ï Ïéêïõìåíéêüò ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò
ôïíßæåé ðùò áõôü ðïõ åðéäéþêåé åßíáé íá
ðñï÷ùñÞóåé óôçí Üñóç ôïõ ó÷ßóìáôïò
ôïõ 1054, èåùñþíôáò ôçí áðïêáôÜ-
óôáóç ôçò åíüôçôáò ôçò Åêêëçóßáò
«éóôïñéêÞ åíôïëÞ» êáèþò êáé «åðé-
âåâëçìÝíç õðï÷ñÝùóç».

ÁíáöïñéêÜ ìå ôïí ðñïóçëõôéóìü ï
Ïéêïõìåíéêüò ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò, áöÞíïíôáò íá
åííïçèåß üôé ýóôåñá áðü ôçí êáôÜññåõóç
ôïõ êïììïõíéóìïý ïé ïñèüäïîïé áíÝìåíáí
äõôéêÞ «óõìðáñÜóôáóç» êáé ü÷é ôáêôéêÝò
åðéèåôéêÞò óõìðåñéöïñÜò.

ÔÝëïò, üóï ãéá ôçí óôåñåüôõðç
ðñïêáôÜëçøç ðïõ èÝëåé ôçí Ïñèïäïîßá
åîáéñåôéêÜ «óõíôçñçôéêÞ», ï ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò
ðáñáôçñåß ðùò ôá äéÜöïñá êëéóÝ äåí
óõìðßðôïõí ìå ôçí ðñáãìáôéêüôçôá,
ðñïâÜëëïíôáò ùò ðáñáäåßãìáôá ôéò
ðñùôïâïõëßåò ôïõ Ïéêïõìåíéêïý Ðáôñé-
áñ÷åßïõ ãéá ôï öõóéêü ðåñéâÜëëïí êáèþò
êáé ôï åíäéáöÝñïí ôïõ ãéá äéÜöïñá
ðïëéôéêÜ êáé êïéíùíéêÜ æçôÞìáôá.

ÍÅÁ ÕÏÑÊÇ - ÁÈÇÍÁ
ÊÁÔ� ÅÕÈÅÉÁÍ ÐÔÇÓÅÉÓ ×ÙÑÉÓ ÓÔÁÈÌÏ ÌÅ ÊÁÍÏÍÉÊÁ ÄÑÏÌÏËÏÃÉÁ ÅÈÍÉÊÏÕ ÌÅÔÁÖÏÑÅÁ

ÃÉÁ ÁÍÁ×ÙÑÇÓÅÉÓ  ÁÐÏ 1 ÍÏÅÌ. - 31 ÌÁÑÔÉÏÕ 1998
ÐÁÉÄÉÁ 2-11 ÅÔÙÍ ÐËÇÑÙÍÏÕÍ 25% ËÉÃÏÔÅÑÏ

319$
ÁÐËÇÓ ÄÉÁÄÑÏÌÇÓ

ÁÐÏ +Tax 529$
ÌÅÔ� ÅÐÉÓÔÑÏÖÇÓ

ÁÐÏ +Tax

ÅÉÄÉÊÅÓ ÔÉÌÅÓ ÊÁÉ ÁÐÏ ÁËËÅÓ ÐÏËÅÉÓ

$533 BOSTON
$582 WASHINGTON, BALTIMORE, PHILADELPHIA
$600 CHARLOTTEE, RALEIGH DURAHAM
$624 DALLAS, HOUSTON, CHICAGO
$634 CLEVELAND, FT. LAUDERDALE, TAMPA, MIAMI, ORLANDO

PITTSBURGH, DETROIT, CINCINNATI
$655 W. PALM BEACH, SALT LAKE CITY, MINNEAPOLIS,

NEW ORLEANS, DENVER
$674  LOS ANGELES, SEATTLE, SAN FRANCISCO

«ÁÄÅËÖÉÊÇ ÅÍÅÑÃÅÉÁ» ÷áñáêôÞñéóå ï
Ïéêïõìåíéêüò ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò ê. Âáñèï-
ëïìáßïò ôçí åðáõîçìÝíç öÝôïò óõììåôï÷Þ
ôçò ÑùìáéïêáèïëéêÞò Åêêëçóßáò óôç
ÈñïíéêÞ ÅïñôÞ ôïõ Oéêïõìåíéêïý Ðáô-
ñéáñ÷åßïõ, ôçí åïñôÞ ôïõ Áðïóôüëïõ
ÁíäñÝïõ, ðñïóôÜôç ôçò Åêêëçóßáò ôçò
Êùíóôáíôéíïõðüëåùò. «Áóöáëþò (ç
ðáñïõóßá óáò) óõìâÜëåé óôçí äéáôÞñçóç
ôïõ áãáèïý êëßìáôïò,ôï ïðïßï åßíáé
áðáñáßôçôï ãéÜ ôçí ðåñáéôÝñù ðñïþ-
èçóç ôïõ äéáëüãïõ», åßðå ï Oéêïõìåíéêüò
ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò, áðåõèõíüìåíïò óôçí õðü
ôïí êáñäéíÜëéï Éíôñéò ÊÜóóéíôé áíôé-
ðñïóùðåßá ôïõ Âáôéêáíïý, ôïí ïðïßï
óõíüäåõå êáé ï êáèïëéêüò áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò
ÂéÝííçò, Êñéóôüö Óêüìðïñí, ï ïðïßïò
ðñïóêÜëåóå ôïí Oéêïõìåíéêü ÐáôñéÜñ÷ç
íá åðéóêåöèåß åðéóÞìùò ôçí Áõóôñßá.

ÄÄÄ
ÁÍÁËÖÁÂÇÔÏÉ åßíáé ôï 16,5% ôùí
ÅëëÞíùí óýìöùíá ìå óôïé÷åßá ôçò Unesco
åíþ ìÝôñçóç ðïõ Ýêáíå ðñüóöáôá
Ýãêõñç åöçìåñßäá êáôÝäåéîå üôé ôï 50-55%
ôùí ÅëëÞíùí áäõíáôåß íá óõìðëçñþóåé
ìßá áðëÞ áßôçóç, íá ÷ñçóéìïðïéÞóåé ôïí
ôçëåöùíéêü êáôÜëïãï Þ áêüìç íá äéáâÜ-
óåé ôéò ïäïóçìÜíóåéò. ¿ðùò åðéóç-
ìáßíåôáé óå áíáêïßíùóç ôïõ Åëëçíéêïý
ÊÝíôñïõ Åðéìüñöùóçò êáé Êáôáðï-
ëÝìçóçò ôïõ Áíáëöáâçôéóìïý, ôï ïðïßï
åäñåýåé óôçí ÁèÞíá, ôï ðïóïóôü áõôü
åßíáé ìåãáëýôåñï áðü ôï áíôßóôïé÷ï
ðïëëþí ðñþçí Áíáôïëéêþí êñáôþí.

ÄÄÄ
Ç ÏÉÊÏÃÅÍÅÉÁ, ç åêêëçóßá êáé ï óôñáôüò
óõãêåíôñþíïõí ôçí åìðéóôïóýíç ôçò
óõíôñéðôéêÞò ðëåéïøçößáò ôùí íÝùí óôçí
ÅëëÜäá, óýìöùíá ìå Ýñåõíá ðïõ äéåîÞ-
÷èçêå ìåôáîý 1.600 íÝùí çëéêßáò áðü 15
Ýùò 29 åôþí. Ôï 97,8% ôùí íÝùí ðéóôåý-
ïõí óôçí ïéêïãÝíåéá, ôï 84,6% óôï Èåü,
ôï 92,6% óôçí ðáôñßäá, åíþ Ýíá ðïóïóôü
72% åìðéóôåýåôáé ôïí åëëçíéêü óôñáôü.
Áêüìç, óýìöùíá ìå ôçí Ýñåõíá, ôï 97%
ôùí íÝùí ðéóôåýåé óôçí åñãáóßá, áëëÜ êáé
ôï 75% åðéèõìïýí Ýíá ðïëõôåëÝò óðßôé êáé
ôï 45% Ýíá êáëü áõôïêßíçôï Þ ìïôï-
óéêëÝôá. ÕðÝñ ôïõ ãÜìïõ ôÜóóåôáé Ýíá
ìåãÜëï ðïóïóôü 73,4%, åíþ óôç öéëßá
ðéóôåýåé ôï 97,4%. Ïé íÝïé, öïâïýíôáé
ðåñéóóüôåñï ôçí áíåñãßá, ôá íáñêùôéêÜ
êáé ôï AIDS, åíþ Ýíá ðïóïóôü ðïõ öèÜíåé
óôï 45% ðéóôåýåé üôé ãéá ìåñéêÜ åãêëÞ-
ìáôá áîßæåé ç èáíáôéêÞ ðïéíÞ.

ÄÄÄ
ÔÏ ØÇÖÉÓÌÁ ôïõ ÊïãêñÝóïõ ìå ôï ïðïßï
áðïíåìÞèçêå ôï ×ñõóü ÌåôÜëëéï óôïí
Ïéêïõìåíéêü ÐáôñéÜñ÷ç ê. Âáñèïëïìáßï,
õðåñøçößóôçêå áðü 327 åðß óõíüëïõ 435
âïõëåõôÝò. Ðñüêåéôáé ãéá ðñùôïöáíÞ
ðëåéïøçößá, åíäåéêôéêÞ ãéá ôçí ðëáôéÜ
áíáãíþñéóç ôïõ ñüëïõ ôçò Ïñèïäïîßáò óå
ðáãêüóìéï åðßðåäï.

ÄÄÄ
Ç ÐÑÏÔÁÓÇ íá ãßíïõí ôá ÅëëçíéêÜ ç
äéåèíÞò ãëþóóá ãéá èÝìáôá Ðáéäåßáò
õðïâëÞèçêå óôï Åõñùêïéíïâïýëéï áðï
Éóðáíïýò âïõëåõôÝò. Ç ðñáãìáôéêÜ
ôéìçôéêÜ áõôÞ ðñüôáóç �ðïõ üìùò óôçí
ôåëéêÞ øçöïöïñßá äåí åõäïêßìçóå�
óõíïäåõüôáí êáé áðï 350.000 õðïãñáöÝò
áðëþí ðïëéôþí.

ÄÄÄ
Ï ÅÊÄÏÔÉÊÏÓ ïßêïò SEABURN ôïõ
öéëÝëëçíá Sam Chequa áíáêïßíùóå ôçí
Ýêäïóç âéâëßïõ óôï ïðïßï ðåñéÝ÷åôáé óôçí
ïëüôçôÜ ôïõ ï Åèíéêüò Õìíïò ôçò ÅëëÜäïò
ôïõ Äéïíýóéïõ Óïëùìïý. Óçìåéþíåôáé üôé
ôá Ýóïäá áðï ôéò ðùëÞóåéò ôïõ âéâëßïõ
èá äéáôåèïýí ãéá ôçí ßäñõóç ïäïíôé-
áôñéêÞò êëéíéêÞò óôçí Áêáäçìßá ôïõ Áãßïõ
Âáóéëåßïõ. Ç ôéìÞ åßíáé $ 10.00 êáé ôï
ôçëÝöùíï ãéá ðáñáããåëßåò åßíáé (718) 274-
1300.
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LOW &EASY CONNECTIONS FROM ANYWHERE IN THE USA
ADD ON AIRFARE CHART TO ATHENS

498
CHILDREN 2-12 YEARS OLD 25% OFF

CORPORATE ACCOUNTS 20% OFF DOMESTIC & INT�L

$

ONE-WAY $ 299

+TAX
ROUND

TRIP

NEW YORK - ATHENS

FROM FROM FROM FROM

IMPORTER/Wholesaler
CALL FOR  FREE BROCHURE

(800) 362-4912�(610) 352-2748
Fax: (610) 352-3085

Largest selection of Icons available
LOWEST PRICES GUARANTEED

The Most Beautiful Gift

in the World

Pure 950o Silver Icons

Ôá åñåßðéá ìéáò âõæáíôéíÞò Åêêëç-
óßáò ôïõ 5ïõ ì.×. áéþíá, ìáæß ì� Ýíá
âñÜ÷ï óôïí ïðïßï üðùò áíáöÝñåé ç
ðáñÜäïóç  áíáðáýèçêå ç Ðáíáãßá
ðçãáßíïíôáò ðñïò ôçí ÂçèëåÝì, Þñèáí
óôï öùò ôõ÷áßá áðü åñãÜôåò ðïõ
Üíïéãáí ÷áíôÜêé ãéá óùëÞíåò, Ýîù áðü
ôçí ÉåñïõóáëÞì.

Ï Íáüò ôïõ Êáèßóìáôïò, üðùò
ïíïìáæüôáí ç åêêëçóßá, åß÷å ó÷Þìá
ïêôáãùíéêü êáé ÷ôßóôçêå ðñéí áðü 1.700
÷ñüíéá. Åß÷å ýøïò 50 ìÝôñùí, ìÞêïò 52
ìÝôñùí êáé ðëÜôïò 43 ìÝôñùí. Ïðùò
Ýäåéîáí ïé áíáóêáöÝò ï íáüò êáôá-
óôñÜöçêå êáé áíïéêïäïìÞèçêå ôïõëÜ-
÷éóôïí ìéá öïñÜ, ðñéí áðü ôçí ïñéóôéêÞ
êáôáóôñïöÞ ôïõ ôïí 8ï ìå 9ï áéþíá. Ç
ýðáñîç ôïõ íáïý áõôïý åðéâåâáéþíåôáé
áðü ðïëëÝò ãñáðôÝò ðçãÝò, ðïõ áíáöÝ-
ñïõí üôé ôçí åðï÷Þ ðïõ ëåéôïõñãïýóå
åß÷å ãßíåé ôï êÝíôñï ðñïóêõíÞìáôïò ãéá
ãåíåÝò ðñïóêõíçôþí. Ï éåñüò âñÜ÷ïò
âñéóêüôáí óôï êÝíôñï ôçò åêêëçóßáò êáé
áðïôåëïýóå ðüëï Ýëîçò ãéá ôïõò ðéóôïýò.

Ç áñ÷éêÞ áíáêÜëõøç Ýãéíå ðñéí áðü
6 ÷ñüíéá óôçí äéÜñêåéá åñãáóéþí ãéá ôçí

ÁíáóêáöÝò Ýöåñáí óôï öùò ôïí
âñÜ÷ï üðïõ áíáðáýèçêå ç Ðáíáãßá

äéáðëÜôõíóç ôïõ äñüìïõ ìåôáîý Éåñïõ-
óáëÞì êáé ÂçèëåÝì. Åêôïôå Ýãéíáí áíá-
óêáöÝò, ïé ïðïßåò êáôÝãñáøáí ôçí
ðåñßìåôñï ÷ñéóôéáíéêïý íáïý êáé ôìÞìá
ôïõ ìùóáúêïý ôïõ äáðÝäïõ êáé óôç
óõíÝ÷åéá ïé áíáóêáöÝò óôáìÜôçóáí.
Ðñéí áðü ëßãï êáéñü üìùò, ïé ìðïõë-
íôüæåò ðïõ êáôáóêåýáæáí ïéêéóìü
åðïßêùí, óôçí áíáôïëéêÞ ÉåñïõóáëÞì
ðñïêÜëåóáí ôçí êáôÜññåõóç ôìÞìáôïò
ôïõ íáïý êáé ìÝñïõò ôïõ ìùóáúêïý.

Åôóé åðåíÝâç åê íÝïõ ç áñ÷áéïëïãéêÞ
õðçñåóßá ôïõ ÉóñáÞë êáé ïëïêëÞñùóå
áõôÞ ôçí öïñÜ ôçí áíáóêáöÞ, áðï-
êáëýðôïíôáò ôïí âñÜ÷ï, ðïõ üðùò
äéáðéóôþèçêå Ý÷åé äéÜìåôñï 2 ìÝôñùí êáé
ðñïâÜëëåé ìåñéêÜ åêáôïóôÜ ðÜíù áðü
ôï äÜðåäï ôçò åêêëçóßáò.

Ôï óçìåßï üðïõ âñßóêåôáé ç Åêêëçóßá
ôïõ Êáèßóìáôïò áíÞêåé óôçí ÅëëçíéêÞ
Ïñèüäïîç Åêêëçóßá êáé õðÜñ÷ïõí ó÷Ýäéá
íá äçìéïõñãçèåß åêåß ðñïóêýíçìá. Ôç
óçìáóßá ôÞò áíáêÜëõøçò õðïãñÜììéóå
êáé ï ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò Éåñïóïëýìùí ê. Äéü-
äùñïò, ìéëþíôáò ðñïò ôïõò äçìïóéï-
ãñÜöïõò.

ÊÙÍÓÔÁÍÔÉÍOÕÐOËÇ (ÁÐÅ).�
Íïìïó÷Ýäéï ðïõ áöïñÜ ôçí åðá-
íáëåéôïõñãßá ôçò ÈåïëïãéêÞò Ó÷ïëÞò
ôçò ×Üëêçò âñßóêåôáé ðñïò õðï-
ãñáöÞ óôï ôïõñêéêü Õðïõñãéêü
Óõìâïýëéï, õðïóôçñßæåé ç åöçìåñßäá
«×ïõñéÝô».

«Oé óõíôçñçôéêïß õðïõñãïß ôçò
êõâÝñíçóçò áñíïýíôáé íá õðïãñÜ-
øïõí, ðñïâÜëëïíôáò ôï åðé÷åßñçìá
üôé äåí ìðïñåß íá äïèåß Üäåéá ëåé-
ôïõñãßáò óå ÷ñéóôéáíéêÞ èñçóêåõôéêÞ
ó÷ïëÞ, üôáí áðáãïñåýïíôáé ôá ãõì-
íáóéáêÜ ôìÞìáôá ôùí éóëáìéêþí
èñçóêåõôéêþí ó÷ïëåßùí», óýìöùíá
ðÜíôá ìå ôçí «×ïõñéÝô», ðïõ åîçãåß
üôé áõôü åìðïäßæåé ôç óõãêÝíôñùóç
ôùí áðáñáßôçôùí õðïãñáöþí ãéá
ôçí ðñïþèçóç ôïõ íïìïó÷åäßïõ.

Ôï ôïõñêéêü õðïõñãåßï Åîù-
ôåñéêþí, óýìöùíá ìå ôçí åöçìåñßäá,
åéóçãåßôáé íá äïèåß ôï óõíôïìüôåñï ç
Üäåéá ãéá ôç ëåéôïõñãßá ôçò Ó÷ïëÞò,
«ðñéí åêäçëùèïýí óïâáñÝò ðéÝóåéò
áðü ôï áìåñéêáíéêü ÊïãêñÝóï» êáé
áíáãêáóèåß ðëÝïí ç Ôïõñêßá íá êÜíåé
ðáñá÷ùñÞóåéò.

Ôï ôïõñêéêü õðïõñãåßï Åîù-

Ðñüïäïò óôï èÝìá åðáíáëåéôïõñãßáò
ôçò ÈåïëïãéêÞò Ó÷ïëÞò ôçò ×Üëêçò

ôåñéêþí öÝñåôáé áðü ôçí åöçìåñßäá
íá åêôéìÜ üôé ôï èÝìá ôçò ÈåïëïãéêÞò
Ó÷ïëÞò ôçò ×Üëêçò «áìáõñþíåé ôçí
åéêüíá ôçò Ôïõñêßáò ÷ùñßò íá õðÜñ÷åé
ëüãïò». ÄçìïóéïãñáöéêÝò ðëçñï-
öïñßåò áíÝöåñáí ÷èåò üôé ôï ôïõñêéêü
Óõìâïýëéï ÅèíéêÞò Áóöáëåßáò, Ýäùóå
ôï «ðñÜóéíï öùò» ãéá ôçí åðáíá-
ëåéôïõñãßá ôçò ÈåïëïãéêÞò Ó÷ïëÞò
ôçò ×Üëêçò. Óôç óõíåäñßáóç ôçò 26çò
Íïåìâñßïõ ôï üñãáíï áõôü, ðïõ
óõãêåíôñþíåé ôç óôñáôéùôéêÞ êáé ôçí
ðïëéôéêÞ çãåóßá ôçò Ôïõñêßáò, óõæÞ-
ôçóå ôï èÝìá ôçò åðáíáëåéôïõñãßáò
ôçò ÈåïëïãéêÞò Ó÷ïëÞò. Ôï Óõìâïýëéï
äåí êáôÝëçîå óå áðüöáóç, áëëÜ ç
óõæÞôçóç åñìçíåýèçêå ùò «ðñÜóéíï
öùò» , óýìöùíá ìå ôç «×ïõñéÝô».

Ôï èÝìá ôçò ×Üëêçò áíáìÝíåôáé íá
ôåèåß áðü ôïí Áìåñéêáíü ðñüåäñï Ìðéë
Êëßíôïí óôç óõíÜíôçóç ðïõ èá Ý÷åé óôçí
OõÜóéãêôïí ìå ôïí Ôïýñêï ðñùèõ-
ðïõñãü Ìåóïõô ÃéëìÜæ óôéò áñ÷Ýò
Äåêåìâñßïõ. O Áìåñéêáíüò ðñüåäñïò
åíçìÝñùóå ôïí Oéêïõìåíéêü ÐáôñéÜñ÷ç
Âáñèïëïìáßï ãéá ôçí ðñüèåóÞ ôïõ áõôÞ,
óôç óõíÜíôçóç ðïõ åß÷áí óôï Ëåõêü
Oßêï óôéò 23 Oêôùâñßïõ.

DO YOU LIKE THE ORTHODOX OBSERVER?
HAVE YOU SOMETHING TO SUGGEST?
SEND US A FEW LINES...

!         Fax:(212) 570-4005

e -mail : observer@goarch.org

       8 East 79th Street

New York, NY 10021
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P A R I S H  p r o f i l e

See PARISH PROFILE, on page 31

The international red cross and red cres-
cent symbols signifying humanitarian aid
may be joined by a third �neutral� symbol
because of problems connected to the reli-
gious associations of the cross and crescent.

Red Cross and Red Crescent officials
will meet in Seville, Spain to consider add-
ing a �red diamond� � a rectangle standing
on one of its points � to the list of accepted
symbols used to protect medical and hu-
manitarian non-combatants in conflict situ-
ations.

A spokeswoman at the International
Committee of the Red Cross headquarters in
Geneva said that the cross and crescent sym-
bols have proved problematic in situations
where Christians and Muslims have been in
conflict, such as Bosnia and Lebanon.

(RNS) The teen-age years are often the
most critical period in determining whether
young Jews marry other Jews according to
a news survey.

The study�released by the American
Jewish committee and the Los Angeles-
based Wilstein Institute of Jewish Policy
Studies�said Jewish teen-agers who date
mostly other Jews during their high school
years �by far� tend to marry other Jews later,

The survey found that 60 percent of
those who dated primarily non- Jews while
in high school later married non- Jews.
About 46 percent of those Jews who dated
primarily Jews in high school ended up mar-
rying non- Jews.

Most American Jewish leaders view the
escalation of Jews who marry non- Jews as
a significant threat to the community�s long-
term survival.  A landmark 1990 study found
young Jews today intermarrying at a rate of
about 52 percent.  Other surveys have con-
cluded that the majority of children raised
in families with one Jewish parent have little
connection to Judaism and are likely to marry
non- Jews themselves.

Teen years key to stemming
Jewish intermarriage

Diamond May Join Red Cross,
Red Crescent Symbols

WORLD

COLUMBUS, Ohio � Activities for
members of all ages abound at Annun-
ciation Cathedral, located just north of
the city�s downtown.

�It�s a very good community and
very active,� said Fr. Papagikos, who has
served the parish since September 1996.

Great emphasis is placed on reli-
gious education and Bible study. There
is an evening adult religious education
class, an adult Bible study and another
for young adults and newlyweds.

The Sunday School has an enroll-
ment of 200 and the JOY, GOYA and YAL
chapters also have highly active mem-
bers.

Greek school is very popular as well,
with some 130 children enrolled. Inter-
est in the language has spawned an adult
Greek class with about 100 students. �It
grew with the involvement of the kids,�
said Fr. Alexander. �All of a sudden, the
parents became interested, too. It�s won-
derful.�

The cathedral is situated near Co-
lumbus� main north-south thoroughfare,
High Street, between Downtown and the
Ohio State University campus, one of the
largest institutions of higher learning in
the United States.

OSU has had an Orthodox fraternity,
known as �Sigma,� for several years and
the priests meet with the students every
Thursday. Fr. Alexander noted that the
church has a �Sigma Sunday� once a
month during which the fraternity mem-
bers perform duties of the parish coun-
cil during the Liturgy.

Ohio State also has a Chair of Mod-
ern Greek Studies and the department�s
faculty and visiting scholars serve to bol-
ster the community�s interest in Hellenic
culture and language.

The community has maintained its
strong Hellenic roots and traditions, and
commitment to the faith, since the very
beginning when the first immigrants ar-
rived from the Peloponnese, Macedonia,
Asia Minor, Chios and several other

Central Ohio Parish Maintains a Strong Faith

Name:
Annunciation Greek
Orthodox Cathedral
Location:
Columbus, Ohio
Size:
More than 800 families
Diocese:
Pittsburgh
Founded: 1912
Clergy: Fr. Alexander Papagikos,
dean (Holy Cross �84); Fr. John
Stavropoulos (Holy Cross �87)
Noteworthy:
largest parish in Diocese

Greek islands, according to a commemora-
tive history provided by Fr. Alexander.

Most were poor, with limited skills as
sheepherders, masons, carpenters and tai-
lors. Today their descendants thrive in a
myriad of professions and businesses in
Ohio�s largest city of about 1 million.

Annunciation parish also counts the
mayor of Columbus, Gregory Lashutka,
among its active members. He is a former
parish council member and most recently
served as vice chairman of the 25th Greek
Festival Gala Dinner.

The immigrants, nearly all men, settled
in what was then a provincial small city in
Central Ohio to work as shoeshine boys,
bartenders, waiters, factory and railroad
workers. Some established restaurants.
Their first priority was to send money to
Greece to support the families they left be-
hind.

The first known Greek settler in the
Columbus area was Alexander Petrides, who
arrived in 1899. Coincidentally, the priest
who served the parish for five years prior to
Fr. Alexander was Fr. Michael Petrides, origi-
nally from Steubenville, Ohio.

The first native-born child was George
Chakeres, in 1907.

By 1910, there was a small Greek com-
munity in existence.

Receiving their charter two years later,
the city�s Greek Orthodox faithful wor-
shipped in various rented halls and other
locations with visiting priests until the early
1920s, when they built their first church, a
modest brick Byzantine-style edifice on one
corner of Park Avenue.

This church served the parish continu-
ously until 1990, upon the completion of
the cathedral in 1990 on the same block. In
fact, the complex occupies the entire city
block where the original church is located
and preserved.

The cathedral�s architect was parishio-
ner George J. Kontogiannis, a native of
Martin�s Ferry, Ohio, who established his
own architectural firm in the city nearly 30
years ago.

The smaller church now houses the
bookstore, another active ministry of the
parish, and also serves as a chapel for
certain activities such as baptisms and
special services.

The driving force behind the parish�s
growth and construction of the cathedral
complex was the community�s longest-
serving priest, Fr. Anthony Sarris, who
arrived in March 1962. Membership
more than doubled from the approxi-
mately 300 families at that time. Many
of the communty�s programs and minis-
tries were established during this period.

One of these was the �Dinners for
the Needy� ministry, established in 1983
by two brothers who were the chief
cooks at the Greek festivals, Seraphim
and Dimitri Michaelides. They began pro-
viding free dinners to the needy after see-
ing some individuals rummaging for food
in garbage cans.

In recent years, the Philoptochos
chapter has taken over the operation of
the program. They provide free dinners
to more than 300 needy people one Sat-
urday a month.

The bookstore, mentioned above,
was founded in February 1979 by Tom
and Anna Leontis.

With the presence of Ohio State and
several smaller private institutions of
higher learning in the area, the commu-
nity has placed great emphasis on edu-
cation. Each year two benefactors,
George P. Brown and Nick Cannell,
award the Brown-Cannell Scholarship to
a young member of the community. Ap-
plicants write an essay on the theme
�What the Orthodox Church Means to
Me.�

An active choir has about 60 mem-
bers, directed by George Saribalas. One
parishioner, Peter Vatsures, serves as
editor of the liturgical guidebook pub-
lished by the National Forum of Greek
Orthodox Church Musicians.

ANNUNCIATION CATHEDRAL IN COLUMBUS

Check or Money Order for $20 each book,
plus $3 postage & handling to:

Thyestes Chapter #187, Daughters of  Penelope,
1218 Douglas Street., Joliet, IL 60435

COOKING with a GREEK FLAIR
a terrific gift anytime!

61/2� x 9� spiral, plastic laminated
cover, divider tabs, a quality book

with easy to read bold letters.
484 recipes (many more than any other)
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challengeYouth Ministry

S A I N T S  & F E A S T S

ChallengeChallengeChallengeChallengeChallenge is the youth supplement
to the Orthodox Observer produced
by the Department of Youth & Young

Adult Ministries.
Articles reflect the opinion of the writers.
Write to the Office of Youth & Young

Adult Ministries, Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese of America

8 East 79th Street,
New York, New York  10021

RELATIONAL YOUTH MINISTRY

DID YOU KNOW?

Is This Really a Choice?
By Maria Karalekas

Consider for a moment the following
statistics:

�  In 1991 the World Health Organiza-
tion estimated that up to 5,000 people be-
come infected with the HIV virus every
single day worldwide.

� According to the Centers for Disease
Control, there are over 50 organisms and
syndromes that are recognized as being sexu-
ally transmitted and there are approximately
25 sexually transmitted diseases (STD�s) that
are currently rampant among young people.
Many lead to infertility, some to cancer.

� One in five Americans or approxi-
mately 56 million people carries an STD.

� 3 million teenagers contract an STD
annually in the U.S.A.

Now, with these statistics in mind, con-
sider the following ad currently circulating
on the New York subway line:

�Did you forget to use a condom?  Did
your protection fail?  Now, you have an
option.  Its� called �the morning after pill�
or emergency contraception.  Take it
within three days after having sex to avoid
getting pregnant.  Know your choices.�
What this ad is really saying to our young
people is go ahead and have sex and don�t
worry about the consequences. Now there�s
�emergency contraception� or, because
doctors don�t know exactly when the morn-
ing-after pill interrupts pregnancy (before or
after fertilization,) �instant abortion.�  Wow!
Another reason for our young people to have
sex.  Just what society�s 500,000 teenagers
who receive an abortion each year needed
to hear.  And what about the statistics men-
tioned earlier.  Well, if we �forget to use a
condom� or our �protection fails,� we�ll just
add to the increasing number of individuals
infected with STD�s which can and do lead
to sterility, cervical cancer and even death.

The ad concludes by saying �know your
choices.�  But, do young people really know
their choices?  Or better yet, are they ever
asked to consider the consequences of their
choices?  We need to get the message out
to our young people that the decisions they
make today will, literally, affect the rest of
their lives.  If they choose to engage in sex
before marriage, then they choose to put
themselves at a high risk for getting preg-
nant, contract a potentially deadly disease
and subject themselves to spiritual and
emotional suffering.

Very many people assume that it is
�hopelessly naive� to expect that the major-
ity of teenagers can be expected to practice
an abstinent life style in today�s society.  This
assumption couldn�t be further from the
truth.  A 1992 report from the Centers for
Disease Control indicates that 46% of all high
school students have never had premarital
intercourse.  The same survey indicates that
only 21% of high school students are cur-
rently �sexually active.�  In addition, 59% of
teens feel that abstinence should be taught
for those who are not married.  So, it�s just
not true that �everybody�s doing it!�

Today�s young people are being sent
mixed messages about sexuality.  They are
told to be abstinent one moment, and to
practice �safe-sex� the next.  We must do
better. Let us reveal to our kids the treasures
of our faith so that, girded with these truths,
they may be lead to make the right choices.
It shouldn�t be an issue of whether to have
sex or not but rather, as St. John Chrysostom
says, we should �instill virtue in their souls
and reveal the image of God within them.�
If we can help them to understand that God

Teaching Young People About Sex
We must challenge our young people

to live a life of physical and spiritual beauty.
The main point to express is that remain-
ing abstinent before marriage is the only
option for an Orthodox Christian.  It is
important for us to help our young people
understand the Church�s teachings and
how they apply to their lives.  Purity of
Mind, Body, Emotions, and Soul is our
goal.

� God�s Standard.  There is a right
and wrong.  Just because many people
think that a certain type of behavior or
lifestyle is correct or harmless, doesn�t
necessarily make it so.  The standard we
must follow is God�s standard.

� Include Parents.
Educate parents and encourage dia-

logue between parents and their children.
Ultimately, it is the example that young
people find at home that will have the great-
est influence on what they do and the
people they will become.

� Equip Them With The  Weapons
of the Faith.  If we are asking our young
people to be radically different, then they
need to be strong spiritually, armed with
the weapons of the Faith.  Fasting, prayer,
scripture confession and Holy Commun-
ion are a few of the weapons that will help
them to withstand the pressures and temp-
tations that they encounter.

� Provide them with Knowledge.
Young people need to know what the

Church teaches and why.  Knowledge will
give them the strength of conviction and
a basis on which to stand up for what they
believe.

� Help them to Acquire Discern-
ment.  Help young people to see the
double standards of a society and media
that tells them to protect themselves from
disease and pregnancy while at the same
time promoting the very lifestyle that
causes these things to happen in the first
place.

� How far is too far?
Ask kids to think about where their

thoughts and actions are leading them and
what is going on in their mind and heart.  A
lot of teenagers will go very far sexually,
without actually having sexual intercourse
and then say �it�s O.K. because we didn�t
go all the way.�  But Christ tells us that any-
thing that leads to lust is a problem.  God
wants us to be pure mentally, physically,
emotionally, and spiritually.  Anything that
damages that purity is going too far.

� A Spiritual Father.
A relationship with a spiritual father

can have an important impact on a young
person�s spiritual development and on the
decisions he makes.  God has given us
the gift of forgiveness and repentance so
that when our sins lead us away from Him
we can come back and, through the Sac-
rament of Confession, be cleansed of the
mistakes we make.

Did you know that through repen-
tance and the Sacrament of Holy Confes-
sion our sins are forgiven!  Our God is a
loving God.   He understands that we are
imperfect and that, even though we might
try, we will not always do the right thing and
we will make mistakes.  Because of His great
mercy, God allows us the opportunity to
cleanse our souls through repentance and the
Sacrament of Holy Confession.  These are
two tools that God has given us to help us to
rise each time we fall and to encourage us to
keep striving towards achieving holiness and
living a life in His image and likeness.

There are many stories of saints who
maintained their sexual purity despite
many temptations.  St. Joseph is one of
them.  He was intelligent, attractive and
successful yet he did not give in to sexual
temptation.

As told in Genesis 39 of the Old Tes-
tament, St. Joseph was sold into slavery
in Egypt, into the house of Potiphar, an
officer of Pharaoh and captain of the
guard.  The Lord was with Joseph and he
was a successful man; and he was in the
house of his master the Egyptian.  Even-
tually, the master made Joseph the over-
seer of his house and all that he had.  Now
Joseph was handsome in form and ap-
pearance.  And it came to pass that his
master�s wife cast longing eyes on Joseph,
and she said, �Lie with me.�  But Joseph
refused and said to his master�s wife,
�Look, my master has entrusted all that
he has with me and has put me in a place
of honor.  How can I do this great wick-
edness, and sin against God?�

So it was, that every day she spoke
to Joseph but he refused to lie with her
or to be with her.  But it happened one
day, when Joseph went into the house to
do his work that no one else was in the
house except for the master�s wife.  And
she caught him by his garment and said
to him �lie with me,� but he ran away
from the house, leaving his garment in
her hand.  The master�s wife became
angry and when her husband came home
she showed him Joseph�s garment and
said �Joseph came to attack me but when
I cried for help he ran away, leaving his
garment.�  When the master heard his
wife�s words, he became very angry at
Joseph and put him in prison.  But even
in prison, the Lord continued to look af-
ter Joseph and he gained a reputation for
interpreting dreams.

After two years, he interpreted a
dream for Pharaoh telling him that there
would be seven years of successful har-
vests followed by seven years of famine.
Joseph advised Pharaoh on how to pre-
pare for the famine.  Pharaoh and his ad-
visors saw that Joseph�s advice was good
and Pharaoh put him in a place of honor
and authority in Egypt.

intended for them to live a life of purity and
holiness and that their bodies were not cre-
ated �for sexual immorality but for the Lord�
then our young people  will willingly em-
brace and defend their virginity.

Let us resolve then to challenge our
young people to become advocates of spiri-
tual and physical purity.  Let us remind them
also of God�s love for them no matter what
they have done.  If they have already given
up their virginity, then through the sacra-
ment of confession, they may regain their
purity of mind, body and soul that was lost
by having sex before marriage.  Our Lord
desires that we all �may be able to compre-
hend with all the saints what is the width
and length and depth and height to know
the love of Christ, which passes knowledge.�
(Ephesians 3:18)  The real choices here are
clear.  Let us present them to those who
are most precious to Him so that they too
may experience �the fullness of God.�

Repentance is the renewal of baptism.
Repentance is a contract with God for a
second life.  Repentance is self-condemn-
ing reflection, and carefree self-care.  Re-
pentance is the daughter of hope and the
renunciation of despair.  Repentance is rec-
onciliation with the Lord by the practice of
good deeds contrary to sins.  Repentance
is purification of conscience.

-St. John Climacus

SAYINGS OF THE HOLY FATHERS

What does God have to say about sex?
Find out by taking a �bible break� and read-
ing the following scriptural passages:

Creation of man and woman
Genesis 1:27-31 - Genesis 2:18-25
The two will become one flesh
Matthew 19:4-6
Adultery, Ten Commandments
Exodus 20:14
Avoid lust
Matthew 5:28
Out of the heart come evil thoughts:
Matthew 15:19
Live properly, avoid immorality
Romans 13:12-13
Works of the flesh
Galatians 5:19-21
Put to death sexual immorality
Colossians 3:5
Avoid sexual immorality
1 Thessalonians 4:3-8

Take A Bible Break!

� Much of the information in this is-
sue of the Challenge was taken from The
Way It Really Is by Michael A. Pappas.  A
resource for parents, teachers and youth
workers, it discusses various issues from an
Orthodox perspective.  It includes a video,
resource book and leader�s guide and can
be purchased from the Office of Youth &
Young Adult Ministries.

Immorality is a sin against our body,
the Temple of the Holy Spirit:
1 Corinthians 6:9-20
A Christian should put on a new self:
Ephesians 4:12-32
We can resist evil by putting on
God�s armor:
Ephesians 6:10-18
Live holy life:
1 Thessalonians 4:1-9

>>>>>

>>>>>
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METAXA
negative

COSTAS REST
negat

While the Church was in the cata-
combs, it had used various symbols to ex-
press religious  thought and indeed its the-
ology. With the beginning of the 4th cen-
tury however, the place of representations
or icons in Christian worship began to pre-
occupy the theologians of the Church. In fact
the Council of Elvira in 305 or 306 was the
first Church Synod that dealt with the use
of icons. Through its 36th canon, the Coun-
cil forbade the introduction of pictures in
the churches. Its resolution was based on
Ex. 30 4-5 and Levit 26:1.

Background and Purpose of
Orthodox Christian Iconography

By Fr. Demetrios Constantelos

We read in the book of Exodus. �You
must not carve an image for yourself in the
shape of anything that is in the heavens
above, or that is on the earth below, or that
is in the waters under  the earth; you must
not pay homage to them, nor serve them;
for I the Lord your God am a jealous God,
punishing children for the sins of their fa-
thers...� And in Leviticus we read: �You must
make no idols for yourselves, nor erect a
carved image or sacred pillar for yourselves,
nor locate a figured stone in your land to
pay homage to it; for I, the Lord, am your
God.�

Between 323 and 327, Constantia, the
widow of Licinius, wrote to Eusebios of
Ceasarea  asking for an icon of Christ.
Eusebios argues in his reply that it is impos-
sible to draw an icon of Jesus because His
humanity �has been mixed with the glory of
the Diety.� He concludes, �Do you not re-
member God�s command, �though shalt not
make to thyself the likeness of anything in
heaven above...?� Do you not know that
such things are specially forbidden by the
universal Church?� He goes on to explain
why he opposes icons in any shape. Never-
theless during the fourth century sacred
paintings were gradually introduced. St.
Gregory of Nyssa, for example, relates that
in the church of the martyr Theodore there
were scenes of his martyrdom, which, how-
ever, were done for instruction rather than
worship or reverence.

Changing perceptions
During the same period Epiphanios of

Salamis held very strict views against the
use of icons. While in Jerusalem he de-
stroyed painted curtains in a church at
Bethlehem.

After the 400s there is more laxity to-
wards icons. Mosaics, paintings, frescoes
decorated  many churches in both the East
and the West. The desire to make Christian-
ity acceptable and the transition from pa-
ganism to Christianity as easy as possible
made the use of icons acceptable. Thus the
acceptance of icons meant a victory of the
Hellenic spirit against the Semitic. Literature
appears now in defense of icons against the
Jewish concept of iconography, or against
sectarian or heretical views such as the views
of Montanists, Novatians, Nestorians,
Monophysites, Eutychians, etc.

During the reign of Justinian in a letter
to bishop Julian of Atramyttion, Hypatios of
Ephesos allowed representations (graphas)
in the churches, but not statues, either on
wood or stone. He explained to Julian the
reason (because of the Old Testament pro-
hibition), and appeals  for an understanding
about the making of sacred things (ta hiera)
in their time. Sacred icons are allowed so
that �the unspeakable and incomprehensible
philanthropy of God towards us and the sa-

cred images of t he saints shall be glorified
in sacred representations...we allow simpler
and immature people to have these as be-
ing fitted to their natural development, that
thus they may learn through the eye by
means adapted to their comprehension...for
we have found that  often and in many cases
both old and new divine commands have
made concessions to the weak to secure
their salvation (God commanded Moses to
make images of the Cherubim)...in many
other cases we see the divine wisdom
(theologia) with philanthropy for man�s sal-
vation releasing the strictness of the law to
benefit the souls of those who still need to
be led by the hand.�

Representing God
Another sixth century writer, John of

Thessalonica, emphasized that the Christian
indeed  does not give physical forms to pow-
ers which have no body, but the icons of
Christ, through the effect of the incarnation,
represent God as seen on earth �and not as
He is conceived in His divine nature.� The
function of the icon is to keep alive man�s
memory of God in Christ or of the saints.
Thus the same bishop of Thessalonike adds.
�images of God  were not to be adored as
gods, but serve only to remind us of God.
The icons of the saints are used to remind
us to them and honor them...as genuine
servants and friends of God who have
pleased God and can pray for us.�

Leontios of Cyprus, for example, wrote
a diatribe against the Jews. Leontios� views
became a storehouse for the views of later
writers such as St. John of Damascus and
the practica  of the 7th Ecumenical Synod
Leontios argues that the Mosaic law is not
directed unconditionally against all devo-
tional use of icons but only against the idola-
trous utilization of them. The temple  and
the tabernacle have their images, such as
the cherubim, the brazen oxen, etc. The
ceremony of prostration in the Old Testa-
ment and other symbols and practices there
are indicative that icons  are permitted in
Christian worship. He concludes. �The im-
ages are not our gods, but they are the im-
ages of Christ and His saints, which exist
and are venerated in remembrance and in
honour of these, and as ornaments of the
churches.

In a reply to a Jew, Leontios speaks of
the veneration of the cross. �We do not
make obeisance to Him who was crucified
on the cross...we do not say to the cross
nor to the icons of the saints, �you are my
God�,� for they are not our Gods, but open
books to remind us of God, and to His
honour set in the Churches and adored...Just
as children, if their father is away, cherish
his staff or his chair, so we cherish the places
which Christ visited, Nazareth or the Jor-
dan, and remember his friends, the saints
and the martyrs.

Leontios based his whole argument on
the Old Testament, the common ground of
Jews and Christians, and he emphasized that
�the honour paid to the icon passes on to
the prototype.�

Neo-Platonic thought contributed to the
development of icons. Neoplatonism was a
scientific philosophy of religion, a fusion of
Plato�s doctrines with the most important
elements of Aristotelian logic and Stoic eth-
ics. It teaches that at the summit of existence
stands the One, identified with the Good, as
the source of all things. Everything generates
from the One ideas, reason, soul, even mat-
ter. The cosmos is a living entity. Nature is a
whole, endowed with life and soul. Man�s
life should be a struggle to attain union with
the One, the Good, the Beautiful.

Part of a series
The Story of the Icon

CULTURE & HERITAGE
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C L A S S I F I E D  A D S

AMERICA�S FINEST GREEK BAND!
PLAYING GREEK & AMERICAN MUSIC

THE OMEGA PROJECT
for booking information and free video call

(813) 949-3409

FOR 29 YEARS THE
ULTIMATE IN GREEK
& AMERICAN MUSIC

of NEW YORK

e-mail: Trojan888@aol.com

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL INVESTMENTS
LARGE AND SMALL RESTAURANTS

CALL YOUR SOUTH FLORIDA CONNECTION
G R E E K  S P O K E N  F L U E N T L Y

THOMAS DELIS Realtor Associate
954/568-0082 days 954/781-0140 evenings

HUBERT & WEST, INC. Realtors
2000 E. Oakland Park Blvd., Suite 203, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33306

FOR YOUR ADS:

Tel: (212) 628-2590

Fax:(212) 570-4005

This Box is one column
by 1 1/2 inches
and costs $75.

STEFANA
Artistically designed and

handmade utilizing:
leather, flowers, pearl

beads, crystal-like
flowers and silk flowers

Custom framing available

HandcrHandcrHandcrHandcrHandcraftedaftedaftedaftedafted
HeirHeirHeirHeirHeirloomsloomsloomsloomslooms

(781) 862-8435(781) 862-8435(781) 862-8435(781) 862-8435(781) 862-8435
Free catalog available

We Ship Anywhere

PAPADOPOULOS-VLANTES & MOEHRING, P.C.

We handle cases in N.Y., N.J. and Greece
We prepare Legal Translations, Powers of Attorney and

Official Translations of Greek/English Documents

ACCIDENTSUDIVORCESUIMMIGRATIONUREAL ESTATE
CRIMINAL & MUNICIPAL COURT ULANDLORD/TENANT

WE SPEAK GREEK

28-18 Steinway Str., Astoria, NY    �(718) 728-6100
732-736 Bergen Ave. Jersey City, NJ �(201) 946-1980

LEGAL SERVICES REAL ESTATE/BUSNS MUSICIANS

Dr. Kimon A. Legakis
Athens University Law SchoolUMaster of Law, Hervard Law School

Doctor of Law, Greece
UCertificate of International Law, Hague Academy of Int�l Law

L e g a l  C o n s u l t a n t
O F F I C E S

209 Garth Road

Scarsdale, N.Y. 10583

   & (914) 725-4717(914) 725-4717(914) 725-4717(914) 725-4717(914) 725-4717
Fax: (914) 725-4936

14 Nikitaras Street
Athens 106 78, Greece

& (011-301) 383-3340
& (011-302) 992-7111

Fax: (011-301)382-0838

With emphasis on: Settlement of Inheritance, Taxes, Disputed
Properties, Civil, International Family and Business Law in Greece

KENTRIKON ASTORIAS
23-33 31 St.

Astoria, NY 11105
Wedding and Christen-
ing items, Favors, Marti-
rika, Vaptistika, Ecclesi-
astical items.
We ship anywhere!
(718) 721-9190(718) 721-9190(718) 721-9190(718) 721-9190(718) 721-9190

The Wedding Belle
(410) 563-0999
3825 Eastern Avenue

Baltimore, Maryland 21224
Original favors for all occasions
Martirika, Wedding Crowns &
Decorated Candles, Coufetta,

Unique Stephana Cases
WE SHIP ANYWHERE

CALL: 1-800-421-0639 or 713/626-0808
FAX: 713/626-3019

E-mail: 73344,334 @compuserve.com

U.S IMMIGRATION
VISAS AND CITIZENSHIP

James D. Prappas*

Attorney and Councelor at Law
3555 Timmons Lane, Suite 1450

Houston, Texas 77027

*Board certified Immigration and Nationality Law
Texas Board of Legal Specialization

WEDDINGS

1997 YEARBOOK

ARCHDIOCESE YEARBOOK

1997

The 1997 edition of the Archdiocese Year-
book can be ordered from the Orthodox Ob-
server. Include your check or money order
for $15  ($10 reduced price) per book post-
paid and send to: (make checks payable to Orthodox Observer)

YEARBOOK
 c/o ORTHODOX OBSERVER

8 E 79ST., New York, NY 10021
(Please do not send cash � Allow up to 2 weeks for delivery)

PERICLES REAL ESTATE
Esther Pericles, Broker

For ALL YOUR  N.Y. REAL
ESTATE NEEDS  AND BEYOND

 RESIDENTIAL,COMMERCIAL, LAND, FORECLO-
SURES. GREAT BUYS IN GREECE & THE CATSKILLS.

(914) 561-6681

GEORGE KENT�GREEK�AMERICAN�INTERNATIONAL
ORCHESTRA & ENTERTAINMENT

EXPOSÉ REQUESTED! �BOOK EARL�BOOK EARL�BOOK EARL�BOOK EARL�BOOK EARLY FOR 10% REBY FOR 10% REBY FOR 10% REBY FOR 10% REBY FOR 10% REBAAAAATE!�TE!�TE!�TE!�TE!�

CALL KENT 1-914-476-3020
or write: 118 Bolmer Ave., N.Yonkers, NY 10703-1637
Send for stereo cassette albums �Zorba� or �Athena� $11.00 for one, $20 for both to address above.

ONLY TRUST YOUR SOCIAL TO A PROVEN NAME GROUP OF FULL TIME PRO-
FESSIONAL MUSICIANS ENTERTAINERS, AT AFFORDABLE PRICES, WHO�S
ONLY BUSINESS IS MUSIC. PERFORMING AUTHENTIC GREEK MUSIC OF ALL
REGIONS, COLONIES OF GREECE. FEATURING THE �PRIME VOICE OF
GREECE...�  THE CLARINO & BOUZOUKI PLUS VOCALS. BEWARE! OF GREEK
BANDS PROMISING AMERICAN MUSIC, THEN PLAYING TAPES!  ALL OUR
MUSIC IS PERFORMED �LIVE�...OUR AMERICAN SOUNDS PURE AMERICAN,
WITH NO ACCENT!

ÅËËÇÍÉÊÏ ÔÕÐÏÃÑÁÖÅÉÏ

40-12 Ditmars Blvd., Astoria, NY 11105
Tel.: (718) 545-2323
Fax: (718) 545-2366

ÕÐÅÕÈÕÍÏÔÇÔÁ
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LETTERHEADS   ¦ LOGOS   ¦ ENVELOPES   ¦ BUSINESS CARDS
JOURNALS   ¦ MAGAZINES    ¦ BOOKS     ¦ BOOKLETS   ¦ WEDDING
INVITATIONS    ¦ SIGNS    ¦ BANNERS    ¦ COMPUTER GRAPHICS
¦ PAPER SIGNS    ¦ COLOR BROCHURES    ¦ MENUS       ¦ ADS

THEODORE DAVANTZIS, DDS FAGD
COMPREHENSIVE DENTAL TREATMENT

IMPLANTS�ORTHODONTICS�COSMETIC
42-21 FRANCIS LEWIS BLVD., BAYSIDE, NY

(718) 279-0116

KOSTAS TASLIS QUARTET
Your Good Time is Our Business

Katerina - Vocalist
John Markos - Klarino & Organ

Kostas Taslis - Bouzoukee
plus Guitarist & Drummer

Call Costas Today
47 Bacon Str. Winchester, MA
(617) 729-2643

PROF. SERVICES

MISCELLANEOUS

Sti l l  Available!  -  Order Now!

LOT FOR SALE
KEFALONIA

In the scenic town of Minies, 5 min.
to the beach, 10 min. to Argostoli/
resorts/restaurants. Beautiful
view. Excellent location for villa or
hotel.Survey/Deed available.
Low 90�s.    (201) 986-1243

REDUCED

PRICE $10

MOVING? NOT RECEIVING?

If you are moving, please attach
your old label here ò

A N D
Ask your parish to forward your name and new

address to the Observer in order for you to continue
receiving the newspaper

I F
you move but your new home is located in the district
of the same parish, then list your new address below:

Mail this coupon to the �Orthodox Observer�
8 East 79th Street, New York, NY 10021

NAME___________________________________________
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+  THE PLANNER 1997-1998 +
The Orthodox Daily Organizer & Calendar

Theme: �The Holy Wisdom of GOD�
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� Bible readings, saints� feasts, holy days,
   national holidays noted each day
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� Fast periods visually marked with graphics
� Weekly inspirational passages
� Patriarch BARTHOLOMEW�s itinerary dates
� Web site information

ORDER NOW!

Name:__________________________________

Address:________________________________
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8 East 79th St, New York, NY 10021
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�
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PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
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111 Broadway (Rt. 107), Hicksville, N.Y. 11801

(516) 931-2333

    Announcement
 �The Greek and Mediterranean Cuisine�

Cook Book �Philoxenia� By Angeliki Palmou
Is now available for $ 19.95 plus $ 4.95 S/H
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Name: _____________________________________

Address: ___________________________________

City/State:______________________ Zip: _________

ASP Publishing, PO Box 27004, Fort Collins, CO 80527
or Fax 970-225-0278

Please send ___copies of the Greek and Mediterranean Cuisine
�Philoxenia� for a total of $ 24.95 each (including S/H)
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PARISH PROFILE
from page 27

VIRGIN MARY

There also is an organization for mem-
bers over the age of 50 that Fr. Alexander
recently led on a pilgrimage to the Holy Land.
Presbytera Calliope leads the �Mothers Day
Out� program, for young mothers with chil-
dren, in social activities

For many decades, priests of Annun-
ciation have served a distant mission parish
located in the college town of Athens, the
home of Ohio University, about 65 miles to
the southeast. About a dozen core families,
longtime residents, comprise the Greek Or-
thodox community, along with Greek stu-
dents and  university faculty members.

Fr. Alexander says that anywhere from
60 to 100 faithful attend services in the small
basement chapel of Church of the Good
Shepherd Episcopal Church, which has
served as the main site for church services.

Future plans for Annunciation parish in-
clude the possibility of acquiring a lot next
to the complex to expand its facilities or for
additional parking.

The community relies on stewardship
as the main source of parish income, along
with the successful Greek festival held ev-
ery Labor Day Weekend.

Commenting on the many, varied min-
istries at Annunciation Cathedral, Fr.
Alexander stated that he and Fr. John �are
reaching out to the entire community and
try to offer something for everyone.�

�compiled by Jim Golding

She dug in the church�s center, uncov-
ering the tip of the rock, which she surmised
was Mary�s rock. But excavations were sus-
pended without digging down to floor level
so her conjecture could be confirmed.

The dig was only resumed this sum-
mer, after construction workers bulldozed
a trench for a water pipe and damaged the
church�s foundation.

In the past month, archaeologists dug
down to the base of the rock, which is about
six feet across and protrudes a few inches
above the floor. The fact that the rock is
above floor level, surrounded by a low wall
and cleared area, indicate the rock was re-
vered by pilgrims, archaeologists said.

The Antiquities Authority plans to con-
tinue excavations in the wake of the rock�s
discovery.

Early Church Tradition
According to early church tradition,

Mary was en route to Bethlehem with Jo-
seph when she stopped near the rock, feel-
ing unwell. Joseph left her to rest and con-
tinued on to find shelter in the town for the
night, and then returned to fetch his wife.

The protrusion of the rock, a few inches
above the still-preserved mosaic floor, re-
flects the preservation of the stone as a holy
site, Baruch said. The eight-sided design,
moreover, was a style reserved for sacred
spaces.

Surrounding Mary�s �seat� is a flat plaza
bordered by large corner pilasters and two
octagonal rings: The interior ring served as
a walkway (ambulatoria) from which wor-
shippers could view the stone seat. The
outer ring was divided into small chapels,
or apses. Between the chapels on the east
stood a larger apse, or chapel, with a raised
prayer platform. Mosaic floors paved the
chambers of the church. And a large mon-
astery, still unexcavated, stood to the south.

Some of the floor mosaics of palm trees
and grape clusters, uncovered nearly intact,
are unlike anything seen before in the Holy
Land, Baruch said.

�They are of a color and design that has
never been found in the land of Israel, at least
not on mosaic floors,� he said. �I don�t know
if it was the fantasy of a local artist or an im-
ported design. We are still studying it.�

The church�s mosaic floors include
green and yellow hues not found in other
fifth century structures. Most of the mosa-
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ics show abstract, geometric designs, but
one shows palm fronds and dates and an-
other lilies-of-the-valley. Less than half the
church�s floors have been uncovered so far.

The excavation, on land belonging to
the Greek Orthodox Church, has already
received the blessing of the Orthodox Patri-
arch of Jerusalem, Deodorus I.

Early in November, the patriarch vis-
ited the site and labeled it a �great discov-
ery with historical, religious and ethnic sig-
nificance.�

A Future Attraction?
Groundbreaking for the construction

project last spring set off Palestinian riots
and led to the breakdown of Israel-Palestin-
ian peace talks. The project is on Jerusalem-
area land claimed by the Palestinians as a
future capital.

While tourists and pilgrims have already
begun spontaneously streaming to the site,
which sits in an olive grove just along the

main highway from Jerusalem to Bethlehem,
the site has not officially been opened to
the public - and it is not clear if it will be in
the near future, said Baruch.

�Right now, the plans are to cover it all
back up again merely in order to preserve
the site from further degradation,� he said.
�Preservation and exposition of the site to
the public will require an investment of large
sums, maybe hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars, and no one has yet proposed to fund
such renovation.�

Still, if private or government funds can
be found for the site�s development, the
church complex could develop into an im-
portant pilgrimage site for tourists who are
expected to arrive in the Holy Land to cel-
ebrate the turn of the millennium, said
Baruch. He also said the plan to run water
lines through the area will, of course, be
shelved.

Baruch said the Church of the Kathisma is

believed to have been constructed with a do-
nation from the Christian widow Iqilia in the
mid-5th century. This was a period in which
the Holy Land�s Byzantine rulers were deeply
engaged in the identification of sites associated
with Jesus and his family that had already been
established in religious and folk tradition.

Churches were then typically built to
memorialize the location.

The Greek Orthodox Church, which
owns the land, is pledging to spend tens of
thousands of dollars to develop the site into
a major attraction, and hopes to have it open
to the public to coincide with an anticipated
rush of Christian tourists in the year 2000.

� Compiled from AP
and RNS news services.

Ùñáßá. ¸÷åôå íá åðéëÝîåôå ìåôáîý ôïõ äïñõöïñéêïý äßóêïõ ìïíÞò
ãñáììÞò Þ äéðëÞò ãñáììÞò. Åßíáé áðëü. Óôçí ðñþôç ðåñßðôùóç ìðïñåßôå
íá óõíäÝóåôå ìüíï ìßá ôçëåüñáóç, åíþ óôçí äåýôåñç èá ìðïñåßôå íá
âëÝðåôå ANTENNA óå äýï ôçëåïñÜóåéò.

ÁðïêôÞóôå ôþñá Ýíá äïñõöïñéêü äßóêï DISH Network, êáé ìáæß ôïõ
ÄÙÑÅÁÍ Ýíá Self Installation Kit Þ Ýêðôùóç $50* óôçí åãêáôÜóôáóç ôïõ
äßóêïõ ìïíÞò ãñáììÞò, Þ Ýêðôùóç $100* óôçí åãêáôÜóôáóç ôïõ äßóêïõ
äéðëÞò ãñáììÞò.

Ôï ôçëåïðôéêü ðáêÝôï America�s Top 40 óáò ðñïóöÝñåé ôá ðéï
äçìïöéëÞ ÁìåñéêáíéêÜ êáíÜëéá. Ìáæß ôïõò êáé ôï Disney Channel, ìüíï
ìå $19.99 ôïí ìÞíá.

Ôé èá ëÝãáôå ãéá Ýíá ×ñéóôïõãåííéÜôéêï äþñï
ðïõ íá ðåñéÝ÷åé ôá áêüëïõèá;

ÍEÁ ×ÑÉÓÔÏÕÃÅÍÍÉAÔÉÊÇ ÐÑÏÓÖÏÑÁ
ÓÔÏÍ ÄÏÑÕÖÏÑÉÊO ÄÉÓÊÏ !

ÃÉÁ ÍÁ ÉÓ×ÕÅÉ Ç ÐÑÏÓÖÏÑÁ, Ï ÄÏÑÕÖÏÑÉÊÏÓ ÄÉÓÊÏÓ ÐÑÅÐÅÉ
ÍÁ ÅÃÊÁÔÁÓÔÁÈÅÉ ÊÁÉ ÍÁ ÅÍÅÑÃÏÐÏÉÇÈÅÉ ÁÐÏ ÔÙÑÁ ÅÙÓ

ÊÁÉ 31 ÉÁÍÏÕÁÑÉÏÕ 1998.

l Ðïëý  ÅëëÜäá,
l Ïêôþ þñåò ANTENNA êáèçìåñéíÜ,
l Ãåãïíüôá ðïõ óáò áöïñïýí, ÅëëçíéêÝò åêðïìðÝò,
          ôá êáëýôåñá ÁìåñéêáíéêÜ êáíÜëéá,
           êáé üëá áõôÜ íá óõìâáßíïõí ìÝóá óôï äéêü óáò óáëüíé;

Ãéá ðùëÞóåéò, åîõðçñÝôçóç êáé ôïðïèÝôçóç, ôçëåöùíÞóôå óôïí
ANTENNA SATELLITE óôï 1-800-898-ÁÍÔ1 (2681).

Ôþñá åßíáé ç êáëýôåñç ðåñßïäïò íá áðïêôÞóåôå ôïí äïñõöïñéêü äßóêï
DISH Network!

ANTENNA SATELLITE:  Åìðéóôåõèåßôå ôï üíïìá ðïõ ãíùñßæåôå!

*Ãéá íá éó÷ýåé áõôÞ ç ðñïóöïñÜ ðñÝðåé íá áãïñÜóåôå Ýíá áðü ôá áêüëïõèá ðáêÝôá ðñïãñáììáôéóìïý:
America�s Top 40, America�s Top 50 Þ Dish Picks.

Nothing Else Compares Dual LNB Unit
$299

Single LNB Unit
$199
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dress the American people at several pres-
tigious universities and forums.

He had high praise for Archbishop
Spyridon and recalled that his moments with
the Orthodox faithful, including �the bish-
ops, priests, laypeople and especially the
children, have made this pastoral visit so
very memorable.�

His All Holiness urged the faithful to
�be united with love around your Archbishop
who came to serve you with fidelity and
devotion, according to the guidelines of the
Mother Church.�

The Patriarch said that Archbishop
Spyridon �will continue along the path that
was opened by his great predecessors, from
Alexander to Iakovos� and told the faithful
to support the Archbishop in his efforts �to
serve you and our Church in America so it
can grow even greater under his leadership.�

Patriarch Bartholomew also expressed
appreciation for the service to the Church
of the bishops and that they should support
the Archbishop. He announced his inten-
tion of promoting them to the rank of titular
metropolitans.

The Patriarch called the American Or-
thodox communities �that newly planted
branch of the ancient vine of Christ�s first-
called disciple, St. Andrew. Your roots reach
down deep into the history and tradition of
the Mother Church.� He exhorted the faith-
ful to �hold fast these traditions and stand
fast in the Orthodox faith.�

A center of Orthodoxy
His All Holiness discovered the rich and

varied Orthodox tradition of the Pittsburgh
area upon his arrival less than two days be-
fore, on a cold, snowy Saturday afternoon.

Inside a hangar owned by the USX Cor-
poration at a remote part of the airport were
more than 500 Orthodox Christians of
Serbian, Ukrainian, Slovenian, Greek, Rus-
sian and other backgrounds.

�We are especially please to be visiting
a city that is known for being as strong and
powerful as the steel it produces, and yet
possessing the heart and soul of a small
town, abundantly rich in friendliness and
charm,� His All Holiness said.

The Patriarch also expressed mixed feel-
ings about the end of his trip. �Because this
is our final city to visit on our journey, your
welcome also symbolizes the completion of
what has been one of our most joyous of all
lifetime experiences. But, admittedly, the
melancholy of having to leave one�s family
after a long and wonderful visit is intertwined
with that precious joy.�

With clergy at cathedral
Following his arrival, Patriarch

Bartholomew went to St. Nicholas Cathe-
dral in Pittsburgh for a prayer service and
reception with Diocese priests and their
families.

In his message, His All Holiness ex-
horted the clergy families to imitate St.
Nicholas by teaching discipline, reflecting
meekness and living the rule of faith.

�We encourage you to scale to the heights
by your humility and to acquire treasures in
poverty. Live your lives for the sake of others:
your families, your presbyteres, your hand-
some sons and beautiful daughters, and your
faithful spiritual children,� he said.

The Patriarch also told them to �avoid
innovations and imitative, foreign (liturgical)
forms. Our Holy Church is ever young and
original, unique in preserving unshakable the
traditions of the first undivided Church for
over two thousand years. The only true in-
novation is that same faithfulness which has
been deserted by others. Therefore, much
care is needed, that we not permit the entry
of anything from the religious or cultural

Ecumenical Patriarch Ends Memorable U.S. Tour in Pittsburgh

milieu which is not in agreement with the
Orthodox faith and the Orthodox ethos.�

After the service, the Patriarch received
a monetary donation for the Patriarchate�s
philanthropic institutions, and a bag of
Hershey�s candy kisses from the children
of the clergy.

Welcomed by governor
Following the cathedral reception, the

Patriarch and his entourage attended a re-
ception and dinner hosted by Gov. Tom
Ridge at the Duquesne Club in downtown
Pittsburgh.

The Patriarch remarked on the good-
will among the various interdenominational
Christian sister churches and inter-Christian
and non-Christian community in the region,
giving praise to Bishop Maximos for his ef-
forts in promoting harmony.

He also noted the contributions and
accomplishments of Orthodox Christians,

is drawing to a conclusion.
�The Patriarch is not leaving us or-

phans,� he told the faithful. �Through the
unifying grace of our Holy Spirit, we will al-
ways be united with our beloved Patriarch.�

His All Holiness delivered his major
homily in Greek, then addressed the youth
in English.

Acknowledging the many ethnic back-
grounds that they represented, the Patriarch
said they were �the fruits of your ancestors�
many sacrifices and struggles you have
shown that your journey is in Christ, and
that you seek to find meaning to life and
existence in the risen Lord.�

He told them their memories of the past
and traditions of the Orthodox faith are trea-
sures entrusted to them. �The meaning of
life for which you yearn rests in the heart of
the Mother Church, the Ecumenical Patri-
archate,� he said. �We preach the risen, liv-
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including John Rangos, co-founder of the
International Orthodox Christian Charities,
Supreme Court Justice Nicholas Papadakos,
sone of a Greek Orthodox priest, and State
Superior Court Judge Zoran Popovich,
whose father was a Serbian Orthodox priest,
and past and present Congressmen Ron
Klink, George Gekas and Gus Yatron who
fought to protect the rights of the Ecumeni-
cal Patriarchate.

Liturgy draws thousands
More than 4,000 faithful filled the David

Lawrence Convention Center for the Sunday
morning Patriarchal Liturgy with nearly 75
priests and 170 choir members taking part.

Following a brief message in Greek and
English from Bishop Maximos, Archbishop
Spyridon then addressed the faithful, ex-
pressing feelings of exhiliration about the
Patriarch�s historic visit, and sadness that it

ing Christ, �for there is no distinction be-
tween Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord
of all and is generous to all who call on him.�

He said that he was �very impressed�
with their commitment to Christ and Or-
thodoxy.

At the end of the service, the Patriarch
introduced Sen. Paul Sarbanes of Maryland,
who offered his best wishes to His All Holi-
ness and expressed gratitude for his visit to
the United States. The senator also pre-
sented the actual Gold Medal that Congress
had awarded to the Patriarch on Oct. 20,
but which had not yet been cast. Also at-
tending the presentation was the medal�s
designer, Sirio Tonelli, who has created
many of the mosaics found in churches of
the Archdiocese.

A luncheon with more than 1,000 per-
sons followed in an adjacent hall of the con-

vention center. In a brief address, the Patri-
arch praised Bishop Maximos work in the
Diocese and cited the existence of function-
ing monasteries as an example. �Although
they were founded only a few years ago,
they are filled with American-born Ortho-
dox Christians,� His All Holiness said. �Mo-
nasticism is the very heart of the Body of
the Orthodox Church. Monks and nuns in-
voke divine help continuously through their
supplications to the Lord, which nourishes
and enlivens the Body of the Church.
Through their ascetic discipline and peni-
tent life, which is an example for all, and
through their sparing use of speech, they
fortify the faithful living in the world.�

Visiting the Carpatho-Russians
After the luncheon, a small, private air-

craft took Patriarch Bartholomew to
Johnstown in central Pennsylvania for a pas-
toral visit to the American Carpatho-Russian
Greek Catholic Diocese, which is under the
Ecumenical Patriarchate�s jurisdiction.

Most of his entourage had departed
earlier for the hour-and-a-half bus ride
through the mountains and awaited his ar-
rival.

Johnstown, most famous for its devas-
tating flood of May 31, 1889, in which 2,200
lives were lost, lies in a narrow mountain
valley. Many of its 28,000 residents are eld-
erly, having retired from the coal and steel
industries that once formed the basis of the
town�s economy. Some small service indus-
tries and high-tech firms, continue to sus-
tain the area.

There is a large concentration of Roman
Catholic and Orthodox Christians of Slavic
ancestry.

Led by Bishop Nicholas of Amissos,  the
Carpatho-Russian Diocese includes parishes
from California to New York to Florida, with
the heaviest concentration in Pennsylvania.

The American Carpatho-Russian Dio-
cese was established by Ecumenical Patri-
arch Benjamin in 1938, and was incorpo-
rated in Pennsylvania in 1950.

Patriarch Bartholomew came to dedi-
cate the cornerstone of the new Chancery
building adjacent to Christ the Savior Ca-
thedral early in the evening on Nov. 16 amid
the snow and colder-than-normal weather
some described as more fitting for January.

�This new edifice for the Chancery of
the Carpatho-Russian Diocese will not be sim-
ply a center for administration, but a visible
monument of the heavenly blessing of God
upon all of you, the blessed Carpatho-Rus-
sian Orthodox faithful,� the Patriarch said.

More than 600 faithful packed the Ca-
thedral for the doxology that followed the
dedication. Among those attending were nu-
merous Orthodox hierarchs and other clergy,
including Bishop Joseph Ademec of the Ro-
man Catholic Diocese of  Johnstown-Altoona.

�In this place, we behold you as a local
Orthodox Church in the Diaspora, well-orga-
nized and active,� Patriarch Bartholomew told
the congregation. �You know well the difficul-
ties and trials which your forebears endured
in their native lands. You know the history of
your people, and their struggle to be true to
their faith. We recall with much emotion, how
they returned to their Mother Orthodox
Church, and we glorify the Lord for all these
things,� the Patriarch said in his homily.

A dinner followed in the nearby Dio-
cese Educational Center.

Upon his return to Pittsburgh later that
evening, His All Holiness stopped briefly at
the Patriarchal Visit staff party at the
Doubletree hotel to thank the members for
their efforts in making his trip a success.

The next morning, Bishop Maximos
hosted a breakfast for the Patriarch and his
entourage at the Diocese house.

Then it was on to the airport for the
flight home.

HIS ALL HOLINESS bids farewell to well-wishers and Patriarchal Visit staff as he departs
for home.         (N. Manginas photo)

YOUNG PEOPLE from many backgrounds greet Patriarch Bartholomew upon his arrival
at the Pittsburgh airport.         (N. Manginas photo)


