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Archbishop Praises
Halki Decision

NEW YORK � Following intense efforts
by Archbishop Spyridon and U.S. government
officials in the wake of last month�s removal
of the Halki Theological School board by Turk-
ish authorities, Turkey reversed its decision
and reinstated the trustees.

In a statement released Nov. 25, His
Eminence expressed the profound gratitude
of the Greek Orthodox in America at the
decision and also reiterated the unanimous
consensus of both the Orthodox Church
worldwide and the people of the United
States that Halki be reopened.

The board had been dismissed after
refusing to abide by a government attempt
to require that Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew and other religious leaders ask
permission to visit their own monastery
within which the theological school is
housed.

The action came on the heels of a
�Sense of Congress� resolution suggesting
to the Turkish government that it allow the
reopening of the school.

Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew
lashed out against the state of human rights
and religious freedoms in Turkey, interpret-
ing the indignation of the Greek commu-
nity over the high-handed abolition of Halki�s
board.

Following the Turkish action, Arch-
bishop Spyridon traveled to Washington on
Nov. 12 to confer with government officials
on behalf of the Halki school, including
White House Chief of Staff John Podesta,
and with officials of Amnesty International.

Following is the complete text of His
Eminence�s statement following the rever-
sal of the decision on the Halki board.

�We have received from Assistant Sec-
retary of State Marc Grossman the happy
news that the Board of Trustees of our be-
loved Theological School of Halki is to be
reinstated. We welcome this official decision
of the Turkish Government as being a posi-
tive step in the right direction for the good of
the whole community. We commend their
political leadership for their cooperation and
involvement in this particular instance resolv-
ing the issue of the Board of Trustees. We
must express our thanks and profound grati-
tude to our fellow Americans, who through
our government have worked tirelessly to see
this result come about.�

�We thank our beloved brothers in
Christ, the Metropolitans of the Holy
Eparchial Synod for their efforts to further
the cause of Halki. (see letter on page 3)
We are also grateful to our Orthodox broth-
ers and sisters, the Hierarchs of the SCOBA
(Standing Conference of Canonical Bishops
in the Americas), and countless community
activists. We also wish to express our deep
gratitude to the leaders of American religious
communities for their active support.

�As we look forward to further progress,
let us recommit ourselves to envisioning
Halki open again. Let us work for that day, a
day which will bode well for the Orthodox
Church all over the world, and for the com-
munity of free people everywhere.�

Beloved in the Incarnate Lord,

The words of Isaiah the Prophet ring out in triumph still: �Unto us a Child is
born, unto us a Son is given!�

Our gift from God is none other than His own Son, Jesus Christ the Lord.
With Him comes every good and perfect gift as well�peace in our hearts, hope
for the future, faith in the divine promise, and love for God and one another.  It is
my prayer that, during this blessed season of giving, you may continually rejoice
in the bounties of God�s grace.

I greet you in the joy of the Nativity and pray that the newborn Child and
King will keep you and yours in peace throughout the new year.

With paternal love in the Lord,

           Archbishop of America

Christmas 1998

�Christ is Born!  Glorify Him!�
The God-Man Christ is born and the

Melodist (Romanos) spurs all of us on to
give glory to Almighty God.

Indeed, all of us respond to the birth of
new life, a new human person, with a spon-
taneous eruption of joy and wonder at the
miracle of creation; for this symbolizes the
very continuation of the existence of the
human family.

However, on Christmas Day, we not
are celebrating and praising the natural
course of a person coming into the world.
No indeed, we are praising and glorifying
the Nativity of our Saviour, and his super-
natural re-creation of the human race.

On Christmas Day, the Pure Virgin is
manifested to be the Theotokos, the Mother
of God.  Through her Son, the human race
is healed and saved, realizing the mystery
hidden from eternity.  The Word of God,
through Whom God created the material
world, is made flesh and becomes Incarnate.
The One through Whom everything that
exists was created, is beheld as a Man.

For although man was fashioned in the
image and according to the likeness of his
Creator, he was endowed with a purpose
and ultimate goal  worthy of the ineffable
joy of beholding, not the birth of a mere
mortal born, but God Himself Incarnate.  On
Christmas Day, we celebrate the fulfillment
of this purpose.

�Christ is Born!  Glorify Him!�
The Theotokos gives birth to the God-

Man!  Go forth to meet Him!
The Theotokos, as a human being and

the most pure temple of God, was made
worthy, on account of her purity and humil-
ity, to enflesh the Expectation of all human-
ity.  For she gave birth neither to just a spe-
cial child nor a godly prophet, but to the
God-Man, the Lord Himself.

In the Creed, the Symbol of the Faith,
we confess our belief �in One Lord Jesus
Christ, the Son, the Only-Begotten of the
Father, begotten of the Father before all
ages.�

And today we are gripped by a joyous
astonishment. The pre-eternal Son and
Word of God is born � in time � as the
Incarnate God by His All-Holy Mother.

Christmas Day is not a day on which
humankind has wrought a likeness of divin-
ity, either through its own imagination or
skills, but the Virgin gives birth to the Incar-
nate Word of God through the Holy Spirit.

�Christ is Born of the Virgin and
Theotokos!  Glorify Him!�

Through this wondrous Birth, every
human being can become a partaker of the
divine glory.  Every person can experience

PATRIARCHAL PROCLAMATION
ON THE NATIVITY OF CHRIST

ÿ B A R T H O L O M E W
BY THE MERCY OF GOD

ARCHBISHOP OF CONSTANTINOPLE,
NEW ROME AND

ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH
UNTO THE ENTIRE PLENITUDE OF THE

CHURCH GRACE, MERCY AND PEACE  FROM
CHRIST, OUR SAVIOUR BORN IN BETHLEHEM

See PROCLAMATION on page 5

�Today the Virgin gives birth to Him who is above all being, and the
earth offers a cave to Him whom no man can approach.  Angels with shep-
herds give glory, and Magi journey with a star.  For unto us is born a young
Child, the pre-eternal God.�                Kontakion of the Nativity

joy, not as some mere psychological eupho-
ria or ephemeral elation, but as a heavenly
power that overcomes death.

And every person who is inspired and
guided by the example of the Virgin, and
imitates her humility and perfect obedience
to the will of God, can achieve inner peace.
They can find the spiritual rest that comes
from a cessation of the thoughts that war
with us, and experience the new birth that
comes from above.  They can behold the
eternal joy and everlasting life in Christ be-
ing born and growing within them.

All of the Tradition of our Church boldly
confirms this possibility, as witnessed in the

life and experience of the Saints and righ-
teous Ascetics.

Each of our lives is a struggle of self-
denial, and a challenging navigation across
the sea of life.  But our final destination and
perfect goal is to arrive at the beautiful and
lustrous harbor of God�s love, which gives
rise to unending praise of Him.

�Christ is Born!  Glorify Him!�
God is born as the God-Man and His

glory is made manifest to all people.  All hu-
mankind is filled with the good pleasure of
God, and a spontaneous unceasing hymn of
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The Department of Religious Education
will conduct the 16th annual St. John
Chrysostom Oratorial Festival National Fi-
nals on June 12 in the Boston area.

The three host communities will be St.
Athanasius in Arlington, St. Nicholas, Lex-
ington, and Taxiarchae in Watertown.

The Archdiocese co-chairmen of the
festival, Fr. John and Presbytera Margaret
Orfanakos, along with the Rev. Dr. Frank
Marangos, Religious Education Department
director, recently met at a planning session
with host coordinator Fr. Theodore Barbas
of Taxiarchae Church and committee mem-
bers including Frs. Nicholas Kastanas and
Constantine Newman.

Festivities will begin with the arrival of the
diocese finalists on June 11 and conclude after
the Divine Liturgy and luncheon on June 13.

Oratorical Festival Finals
Planned for June 11-13

The Archdiocese Office of Education
has announced that the annual luncheon cel-
ebrating Hellenic Letters and Arts will take
place Sunday, Jan. 31, at Terrace on the Park
in Flushing Meadows, Queens.

Harvard University Professor John
Duffy of the Department of Classics will be
honored at the event.

Hellenic Letters
Luncheon Set

Mrs. Gianna Angelopoulos-Daskalaki, Ambassador-at-Large of Greece and President of
the Athens 2004 Bid Committee, is joined by Archbishop Spyridon of America, Archbishop
Iakovos and her husband Mr. Theodoros Angelopoulos at the Archdiocesan Cathedral
Philoptochos Society�s 44th Annual Chrysanthemum Ball where she was honored for her
academic, civic and professional accomplishments and namely for bringing the Olympics
back to Greece. The gala event took place at the Plaza Hotel in New York City on November
20. In his remarks, Archbishop Spyridon praised the charitable work of the Philoptochos
and that of honoree Mrs. Angelopoulos, saying, �In you we see the personification of
our Hellenic ideals: grace, beauty, strength, intelligence, wisdom – the highest ideals of
the Greek polis – the highest ideals of civilization.�           (D. Panagos photo)

NEW YORK - Archbishop Spyridon dis-
cussed several important programs and
goals at the Archdiocesan Council Executive
Committee�s regular monthly meeting on
Dec. 10.

Participants included Vice Chairman
John Catsimatides, Secretary Peter J. Pappas,
Treasurer Nicholas J. Bouras, Michael G.
Cantonis, Harry Pappas, James Paulos, and
George E. Safiol (by conference call). An-
drew A. Athens and George Behrakis were
out of the country. The Archdiocese chan-
cellor and general counsel also attended.

Agenda topics included a financial re-
port from acting Director of Finance George
Chelpon.

Mr. Chelpon noted the success of the
Archdiocese Stewardship Program, and that
Christian giving for 1998 increased by more
than $500,000 over the same period in
1997.

Executive Committee members also
learned that the new accounting program
discussed at the Clergy-Laity Congress was
in complete operation. This first-of-its-kind
program in Archdiocese history provides
real-time reporting of the Church�s finan-
cial status on demand.

Other reports included the legal report
from General Counsel John Mavroudis, the
Audit Committee (chaired by James Paulos),
and a report from His Eminence on the on-
going concerns and plan of action on behalf
of the Patriarchal Theological School of Halki.

In a report on the recent trip by a group
of Executive Committee members to the Ecu-
menical Patriarchate on behalf of the entire
committee, Archdiocesan Council and Execu-
tive Committee Secretary Peter J. Pappas,
who led the delegation, read a letter he sent
on the committee�s behalf to Ecumenical
Patriarch Bartholomew in which he warmly
thanked His All Holiness for his hospitality,
receptivity, loving concern and support he
expressed for Archbishop Spyridon and the
Executive Committee�s work.

Mr. Pappas also wrote of the
Committee�s regret that segments of the
media had misrepresented these recent con-
tacts and misinformed the public.

In other business, Archbishop Spyridon

Archdiocesan Council Executive
Committee Convenes

led extensive discussions on possibilities and
plans to expand the programs at St. Basil�s,
including a Greek Orthodox convention cen-
ter, a national retreat center, youth camp,
and nursing facility for retired priests in need.

His Eminence also called for the or-
phanage and academy to function within five
years with 250 children.

The Archbishop noted with pride the
recent appointment of Protopresbyter Costa
Sitaras as the new director.

Other discussions focused on long-
range plans by the Religious Education De-
partment over the next decade, and that
long-term planning should be balanced with
immediate goal-oriented tasking.

The Executive Committee also identi-
fied the tremendous embryonic potential of
GOTelecom as a specific ministry that needs
attention.

In discussing the merits and successes
of Ionian Village, the unanimous sense of
the Committee was that this ministry should
be expanded, strengthened and be more
comprehensively integrated with Hellenic
College/Holy Cross and St. Basil�s Academy.

To better meet the Church�s needs over
its vast geographical expanse, the Executive
Committee decided to rotate its future regu-
lar monthly meetings in locales throughout
the United States to enable local Church
leaders, including hierarchs, parish priests,
Archdiocese Council members, parish coun-
cil executive committees and others to par-
ticipate and exchange information and ideas.

The first such meeting will convene in
April in San Francisco, concurrent with the
annual Leadership 100 Conference.

SEATTLE � The adopted daughter of Fr.
John and Presbytera Anna Angelis of St.
Demetrios Church and her two young chil-
dren were tragically killed when they appar-
ently were overcome by smoke from a fire
in their Shoreline home Dec. 3.

Fr. Angelis and his Presbytera were not
at home. Elizabeth Harper, 28, and her two
sons, Joseph, 2, and Theodore, 3 1/2, per-
ished in this tragic fire.

Elizabeth�s husband, Joseph, was visit-
ing his mother in Arizona at the time, and
her older daughter, Stefani, 13, was at
school.

All across the Archdiocese the news
were received with shock and expression
of sorrow, especially by the classmates of
Fr. Angelis.

Funeral services took place Dec. 7.
Archbishop Spyridon traveled to Seattle to
officiate at the services and was joined by
Metropolitan Anthony, Bishop Anthimos and
more than 25 priests from the surrounding

Priest�s Daughter, Grandchildren
Die in Seattle House Fire

area and other jurisdictions.
The Church of St. Demetrios was filled

to overflowing on a dark, rainy day. The ser-
vices were punctuated with somber expres-
sions of grief from the tear-filled parishioners.

In an affirmation of hope at the inter-
ment ceremony, Metropolitan Anthony
showed the hundreds of mourners a plastic
bottle of Holy Water that had miraculously
survived the fire. The Holy Water was added
to the offerings of oil and earth at the
graveside.

The parish sponsored the makaria and
hundreds of faithful filled the church hall
where it took place.

A memorial fund has been set up to help
the Angelis family and will be administered
by the Diocese Philoptochos. Donations
may be made to the �Angelis Family Me-
morial Fund� c/o Diocese of San Francisco,
372 Santa Clara Ave., San Francisco, CA
94127.

In his eulogy, Archbishop Spyridon said:
�Beloved Father John and Presbytera

Anna, Dear husband and father, Joseph and
beloved daughter and sister Stephanie:

All across our Holy Archdiocese, from
coast to coast, our communities, our clergy,
our families have been moved to tears, and
moved to prayer.  Your family may stand
here  today, facing wave after wave of over-
whelming sadness, but you do not stand
alone.  The whole Greek Orthodox world
mourns with you.

We have entered into a deep darkness
of grief, one that will admit no light to dis-
pel the shadows.  There will be times when
we wish to blot out the sun. There will be
times when we will admit no one into the
presence of our pain, and we will turn only
inward, into gloom and despair.  But as the
Prophet Isaiah reminds us: �Let he who
walks in darkness, to whom no light appears;
let him trust in the Name of the Lord; let
him rely upon his God.�

Grieve we must.  We have no choice.
Our hearts have been broken. Our dreams
turned into a nightmare from which we feel
we shall never wake.

Grieve we must.  And grieve we shall,
but not as those who have no hope.  For
our Lord Jesus Christ, having died on the
Cross for our salvation and risen from the
dead, shall never die again.  And because
He lives eternally, Elizabeth lives, and Fisher
Theodore lives, and Ian Joseph lives.  Their
lives, that were so prematurely taken from
us, are now perfected in heaven.  They have
become perfect in Christ, Who now pos-
sesses them completely in the embrace of
His divine love.�
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ST. AUGUSTINE, Fla. � Bishop Dimitrios
of Xanthos, director of the Archdiocesan
Department on Ecumenical Relations, will
be honored at the 17th Annual St. Photios
National Shrine feast day luncheon on Sun-
day, Feb. 7.

Bishop Dimitrios was assigned as the
Shrine�s executive director by Archbishop
Iakovos on May 15, 1981. He was then a
layman, known as James Couchell, who had
been serving as English editor of the Ortho-
dox Observer.

He was ordained a deacon by Bishop
John of Atlanta at Holy Trinity Cathedral in
Charlotte, N.C., and a priest by Archbishop
Iakovos in St. Augustine.

On Jan. 1, 1985, he assumed the direc-
torship for the Archdiocese�s Department
on Home and Foreign Missions then housed
at the Shrine. In the summer of 1988, the
Department of Missions acquired its own
facilities at 92 Cedar Street, in St. August-
ine, with its own board.

Bishop Dimitrios was elected Titular
Bishop of Xanthos by the Holy Synod of
Constantinople on May 18 and ordained to
the Holy Episcopate by Archbishop Spyridon
at the St. George Cathedral in Philadelphia
on May 31.

The decision to honor Bishop Dimitrios
was made on Oct. 31 at the recent St.

St. Photios Shrine to Honor
Bishop Dimitrios in February

Photios Shrine Executive Committee meet-
ing, presided by Bishop John of Amorion,
who will serve as Shrine luncheon general
chairman.

Appointed as co-chairpersons were
Harry Cavalaris of Charlotte, N.C., and
Marcia Fotopoulos of Fernandina Beach, Fla.
Ticket co-chairpersons are Peter Bouras of
Jacksonville, Mikae Gaetanos of St. August-
ine and Michael Politis of Daytona Beach.

James Stremanos, Shrine manager, will
serve as luncheon coordinator.

Prior to the 1:30 p.m. luncheon on Feb.
7, the Feast of St. Photios the Great Orthros
will be chanted at 9:30 a.m., Feb. 6, at the
Shrine Chapel with an Archieratical Divine
Liturgy at 10:30 a.m.

At 2 p.m., the annual trustees� meeting
will be held, with Bishop John of Amorion
presiding, at the Radisson Ponce Resort, fol-
lowed by the Trustees and Spouses Supper
at the Ponce Resort.

At 7 p.m., Great Vespers will be chanted
at the Shrine Chapel, followed by an Artoclasia
service which Dr. and Mrs. George Croffead
of Charleston, S.C., offer annually.

On Feb. 7th, Orthros will be chanted at
9:30 a.m., with an Archieratical Divine Lit-
urgy at 10:30 a.m.

For more information, call the Shrine
Office, (904) 829-8205 or fax: (904) 829-8707.

ST. NICHOLAS VESPERS SERVICE           (D. Panagos photo)
Archbishop Spyridon officiates the Vespers service at St. Nicholas Church in the Financial
District of Lower Manhattan on Dec. 5. The tiny, landmark church was filled to capacity.

November 12, 1998

President William Jefferson Clinton
The White House
Washington, DC  20500

Dear President Clinton:

We, the undersigned members of the Holy Eparchial Synod of the Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese of America, call upon you as the leader of our nation and the leader of the
free world.  We call upon you to act decisively for liberty, for basic human rights, and for
religious freedom.  We call upon you to speak boldly on behalf of the Holy Mother Church
of Orthodox Christianity worldwide, the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople.

Last year, Mr. President, you received at the White House the spiritual leader of
World Orthodoxy, His All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, as if he were a
head of state.  In fact, though, His All Holiness has no earthly or temporal power: he is
purely a religious and spiritual leader. He has none of the protections of a political figure
at his disposal, and this is precisely why you must act.

The remnant of the Greek Orthodox community in Turkey needs the help of the good
people of the United States.  This is not a matter of politics, much less of international
relations.  This is a matter of the basic and inalienable human rights that belong to a
minority population, whether that minority is characterized by the color of their skin,
their ethnic origin, their language, or their religious faith.

The recent arbitrary dismissal of the Board of Trustees of the Patriarchal Theological
School of Halki by the Turkish government is yet another example of the continuing
persecution of our Orthodox coreligionists in Turkey.  Mr. President, we ask that you use
your influence and extraordinary talents to rectify this situation and to work for stable
conditions for the Ecumenical Patriarchate, free from harassment and threats.  Speaking
as representatives of the Greek Orthodox people of America from coast to coast, we know
that you will have the full support of our community as you lead our country into the new
millenium.

 Praying for your good health and spiritual prosperity,

Letter of the Holy Eparchial Synod
to President Clinton on behalf of Halki

___________________________________
ÿ SPYRIDON

   Primate of the Greek Orthodox Church
in America

___________________________________
ÿ IAKOVOS

Metropolitan of Krinis and Presiding Hierarch
of the Diocese of Chicago

___________________________________
ÿ ANTHONY

Metropolitan of Dardanellion and Presiding Hierarch
of the Diocese of San Francisco

___________________________________
ÿ MAXIMOS

Metropolitan of Aenos and Presiding Hierarch
of the Diocese of Pittsburgh

___________________________________
ÿ METHODIOS

Metropolitan of Aneon and Presiding Hierarch
of the Diocese of Boston

___________________________________
ÿ ISAIAH

Metropolitan of Proikonisos and Presiding Hierarch
of the Diocese of Denver

December 11 � 10:00 am Ronald
McDonald House (405 East 73rd St.) Di-
vine Liturgy

4:00 p.m. Archdiocese Christmas Tree
Lighting Ceremony

7:00 p.m. St. Spyridon Church (212)
795-5870 Great Vespers

December 12 � 9:00am St. Spyridon
Church Divine Liturgy Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese

2:00-5:00pm Doxology and Open
House in celebration of the Feastday of
St. Spyridon of Trymithous the Wonder-
worker and Patron Saint of His Eminence
Archbishop Spyridon

December 13 � 9:00am Divine Lit-
urgy Holy Trinity Church Bridgeport, CT
Ordination to the Diaconate of Michael
Diavatis (203) 374-5561

December 19 � 11:00am St. Basil Acad-
emy Christmas Program (914) 424-3500

December 19-20 � St. Vasilios
Church Peabody, MA Pastoral Visit

December 24 � 7:30 pm Arch-

Public Schedule of Archbishop Spyridon
diocesan Cathedral of the Holy Trinity;
Christmas Eve Liturgy.

December 25 � 8:30 am St. Deme-
trios, Jamaica, NY (718) 291-2420 -
Christmas Day Liturgy.

December 27 � 9:00 am Archdio-
cese Divine Liturgy/Brunch YAL St.
Stephan Patron Saint of the Young Adult
League (YAL)

1:00 pm St. Michael�s Home For The
Aged Christmas Lunch

January 1 � 9:30 am Holy Trinity
Cathedral; Divine Liturgy, New Year�s
Day Doxology and cutting of Vasilopeta.

January 3 � 9:00am Prophet Elias
Church, Yonkers, NY (914) 476-3374
Thyranoixia (Door-opening)

January 4 � 4:00pm Archdiocese
Vasilopeta for clergy and Families

January 5-7 � Epiphany celebration
Tarpon Springs & Tampa, FL

January 9 � St. George Church
Ocean City, MD Epiphany celebration
(410) 524-0990
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The 500th anniversary since the found-
ing of the Hellenic Orthodox community of
Venice was celebrated with grandeur in mid-
November with the participation of Ecu-
menical Patriarch Bartholomew and Presi-
dent Konstantinos Stephanopoulos of
Greece.

500th Anniversary of Greek Orthodox Community Brings Patriarch to Venice

Story and photos
by Nicholas Manginas

The city of Venice, seat of the Metropo-
lis of Italy, pastored by Metropolitan
Gennadios, has a community of  about 150
Greek Orthodox people. At times, this num-
ber has reached 5,000.

The anniversary program included vis-
its and lectures at the Institute of Byzantine
and Meta-Byzantine Research. Its director,
Professor Maria Maltezou, presented the
book �Flowers of Grace,� a publication of
the Institute.

The presentation was followed by a tour
around the Institute�s Museum of Icons and
Manuscripts. The program ended with a visit
to the Metropolitan Church of St. George of
the Greeks of Venice, completed in 1573,
and the unveiling by Metropolitan Meliton
of Philadelphia of a historic plaque in the
memory of his predecessors the Metropoli-
tans of Philadelphia.

The first pastor of the Church of St.
George of Venice, Fr. Gabriel Sevirou, was
later elected Metropolitan of Philadelphia
and requested that he be allowed to stay in
Venice.

The Patriarchate granted him permis-
sion to stay and tend to the Orthodox of the
Italian peninsula. Since then, and until 1790,
each Metropolitan of Philadelphia bore the
title of �Metropolitan of Philadelphia and
President of Venice.�

Patriarch Bartholomew served as Met-
ropolitan of Philadelphia from 1973 until
1990. Venice and the church of St. George
are the see and the cathedral of the new
Metropolis of Venice, which was founded
by the Ecumenical Patriarchate in 1991, with

Archbishop Spyridon of America serving as
its first Metropolitan. He laid the founda-
tions of the newly founded Metropolis in
the best possible way.

Metropolitan Gennadios cordially wel-
comed the Ecumenical Patriarch, the presi-
dent of Greece, and the other distinguished
guests to the See of the Metropolis of Italy.

President Stephanopoulos unveiled the
historical plaque for the 500th anniversary
of the Hellenic community and Patriarch
Bartholomew unveiled a plaque in honor of
the renovation of St. George Monastery.

The Ecumenical Patriarch was officially
welcomed by Marco Ce, Cardinal of Venice,
at the cathedral of San Marco.

Mayor Massimo Cacciari of Venice, of-
ficially welcomed the Patriarch and Presi-

dent at the Town Hall.
Addressing the two distinguished

guests, the mayor stressed the significance
of Byzantium, Orthodoxy and Hellenism for
the past and the future of Venice, Europe
and the West in general.

He explained that his city has been inte-
grally connected with the Greek, Christian,
Byzantine East. The history of Venice, he said,
is a Greco-Byzantine history. For this reason
it is not only the Hellenic community that
celebrates today but Venice as well.

�It should be our concern to remind and
renovate the Mediterranean dimension of
Europe,� Mr. Cacciari emphasized, adding
that �the Orthodox Church is a choral or-
ganism, each part of which is autonomous
and at the same time part of the whole. This

idea must be heard anew as an idea of the
Europe that is now being constructed and
which must be made of autonomies and
capacities for self management as expres-
sions of living local and peripheral powers
which will give life not to egoisms and divi-
sions but to a true choral symphony.�

President Stephanopoulos thanked the
mayor and, after some historical introspec-
tion, stressed that �we are not two worlds
but rather one. Division was created by the
famous schism between the two churches,
but, with the permission of His All Holiness,
Orthodox and Catholics have very few dog-
matic differences.�

After thanking the mayor for his warm
welcome, Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew
referred to the long standing good relations
between Constantinopolitans and Greek Or-
thodox in general with Venetians.

The Patriarch expressed his gratitude
and thanks to Venice for support to the
Greek Orthodox community and for the
sympathy with which the Venetians wel-
comed the Greek Orthodox refugees.

As a result of this the Greek Orthodox
community flowered and accomplished
great deeds.

The Patriarch also stressed the fact that
the Greek Orthodox who immigrated to
Venice mainly from New Rome, brought
with them ancient but always modern
knowledge.

Finally, Patriarch Bartholomew under-
scored that, �We feel familiar because an
eminent part of the historical body of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate settled in this land
and contributed the most to the creative col-
laboration of the spiritual traditions of East
and West, which expanded the horizons of

humanistic tendencies of the modern Euro-
pean civilization.

�In great joy and emotion we Greeks
and Italians concelebrate the 500th anniver-
sary of the Hellenic Orthodox Community
of Venice and renew the old spiritual bonds
between our two peoples, as well as the
decision to keep them alive, for the good of
both our peoples and the entire Europe.�

With these words written in the book of
visitors at the Town Hall of Venice, the Patri-
arch gave the spirit of the anniversary and
the message of continuity for the two peoples.

A visit to the famous Markian Library
followed. A ceremony for the celebration of
the 500th anniversary took place at the great
hall of �Scuola San Giovanni Evangelista,�
with special reference to the history of Hel-
lenism in Venice.

The highpoint of the celebrations was
the Divine Liturgy held on Nov. 15 at the
Church of St. George of the Greeks. Patri-
arch Bartholomew officiated, and hierarchs
of the Ecumenical Throne and the Church
of Greece participated.

President Stephanopoulos, Deputy Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs Yiorgos Papandreou,
the ambassadors of Greece in Rome and the
Vatican, consuls and other diplomats and
officials, Greeks from Venice and other Ital-
ian cities attended and prayed together.

The Cardinal of Venice and other Catho-
lic and heterodox clergy also attended the
Liturgy. The celebrations ended with the
concert of the Orchestra of Fine Instruments
of Ancient and Byzantine Repertoire� under
the direction of conductor Christodoulos
Halaris, at the Church of San Giovanni e
Paolo, in the presence of Ecumenical Patri-
arch Bartholomew.

AT METROPOLIS - Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, Metropolitan
Gennadios of Italy and other clergy and dignitaries in front of  the
imposing church of St. George Church of the Greeks, in Venice.

HIS ALL Holiness, Metropolitan Gennadios, President of Greece Kostis Stephanopoulos,
deputy minister of foreign affairs Yiorgos Papandreou and other hierarchs and guests
at the headquarters of the Metropolis of Italy.

ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH along with
Greek president Kostis Stephanopoulos,
view an ancient volume at the museum

of the Institute of Byzantine
and Meta-Byzantine Research.

MARCO CE,
Roman Catholic Cardinal of Venice,

presents a gift to Patriarch Bartholomew.
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e c u m e n i c a l  p a t r i a r c h a t e

WARSAW (ENI). Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew has praised Pope John Paul II�s
contribution to Christian unity and urged a
�new path of dialogue� between Orthodox
and Roman Catholic churches.

The Patriarch was speaking at the end
of a visit to Poland  in late October which
coincided with the 20th anniversary of the
Pope�s election in 1978.

His comments indicate that  there has
been a marked improvement in relations
between the Ecumenical Patriarchate of
Constantinople and the Vatican.

Patriarch Urges New Dialogue
with Catholic Church

CONSTANTINOPLE - Ecumenical Patri-
arch Bartholomew on Nov. 23 reiterated that
the city�s Greek-Orthodox community was
resolved to stay where it was, despite the
difficulties it faces.

During the inauguration ceremony for
a renovated educational and arts center in
Ferikoy, Istanbul, Patriarch Bartholomew
said that activities at the center were a show-
case for the community�s dynamism.

He added that he would draw the at-
tention of the Turkish government to prob-
lems faced by the Ecumenical Patriarchate
and the community during an inter- religious
conference in Ankara.

In a related development, the Patriarch
awarded the title of the office of the Noble
of the First Notary of the Holy Church of
Christ to American College Athens branch
president, John Bailey.

Though there are more than 300 mil-
lion Orthodox Christians world-wide, there
are presently only about 2,000 Greek Or-
thodox Christians in Istanbul.

In recent months, the Church has been
facing increased pressures. Last month an
agency of the Turkish government dismissed
of the Board of Trustees of the Greek Or-

Ecumenical Patriarch Affirms Greek
Orthodox Resolve to Remain in Turkey

thodox Theological School of Halki. The Pa-
triarchate has also been subject to two ter-
rorist bomb attacks in the past two years.

The continued persecution of Greek
Orthodox Christians in Turkey continues
even after legislation last month by the U.S.
government that Turkey maintain proper
protection and safety of the Ecumenical Pa-
triarchate and reopen the theological school
of Halki.

praise flows forth to our Most Beneficent God,
on account of His extreme condescension.

This doxology, full of gratitude, is what
cleanses a person.  It illumines the mind and
spirit.  And it reveals the fact that God not
only made all things, but that He made them
very good indeed.  As we understand this, a
joy that is holy and good multiplies within
us, and the life we live as human persons
becomes a paradise.  In a life lived by faith,
everything is revealed as a cause of eternal
life and unending praise.

Saint John Chrysostom, the 1600th an-
niversary of whose elevation to the most
venerable and martyric Throne of Constan-
tinople occurs during this current year, is a
revealing example for all of us.

The end of his earthly life was a mani-
festation of unceasing praise and thanks,
which sprang from the depths of his heart.

As he was being taken further and fur-
ther into a long and bitter exile, along the
way, his most holy life came to an end.  His
last words were truly worthy of his �chryso-
stomeian� tongue  his �golden mouth�:
�Glory be to God for all things!�

Beloved Brethren and Most Dear Chil-
dren in the Lord,

�Christ is Born!  Glorify Him!�

Glorify Him without ceasing and with-
out restraint!  For Emmanuel has come and
He shall abide with us!  He has come in-
deed and the glory of His Divinity shall re-
main with us; the consolation of the Holy
Spirit shall abide with us; the tender warmth
of His divine love shall endure with us.

For this reason, with all our heart we
pray and implore, that through the interces-
sions of our All Holy Lady Theotokos and
Ever-Virgin Mary, and the intercessions of
our father among the Saints John Chryso-
stom, Archbishop of Constantinople, that we
may all receive the power of the limitless
joy of Christmas.  May our lives be well-
pleasing to God.  May an endless stream of
praise and thanks to God well up within us,
as a foretaste of the life and the kingdom to
come.  May the Word of God, Who for our
sake and for our salvation was made incar-
nate, grace each and every one of us with
all these blessings.  May His grace and infi-
nite mercy be with you all.  Amen.

At the Phanar, Christmas, 1998

ÿ BARTHOLOMEW
of Constantinople

The fervent supplicant
of all of you before God

PATRIARCHAL PROCLAMATION ON THE NATIVITY OF CHRIST
from page 1

CONSTANTINOPLE � Ecumenical Pa-
triarch Bartholomew officiated at the cel-
ebrations for the Feast Day of St. Andrew,
on Nov. 29-30 and was joined by numer-
ous hierarchs and other clergy.

ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH Vartholomeos, flanked by Metropolitan Chrysostomos of
Ephesus (left), and William Cardinal Keeler, the Roman Catholic Archbishop of Baltimore,
who represented Pope John Paul II.         (N. Manginas photo)

Patronal Feast of St. Andrew Celebrated at Constantinople

St. Andrew the Apostle is the patron
saint and founder of the Ecumenical Patri-
archate of Constantinople.

As it is customary the Roman Catholic
Church sent an official delegation headed
by William Cardinal Keeler, the Roman
Catholic Archbishop of Baltimore.

In his address to the gathering of faith-
ful and dignitaries, the Patriarch spoke on
the role of the Ecumenical Patriarchate in
the World and addressed the need for the
re-opening of the Patriarchal School of Halki,
as he has done on numerous occasions over
the years.

Following is an excerpt of His All Holi-
ness� greeting to those attending the celebra-
tions of the Patronal Feast of the Ecumeni-
cal Patriarchate.

�By virtue of its nature, our Patriarch-
ate is an institution that does not pose a
threat to nor endanger anyone and is ben-

ity, language, religion and any distinction
between people. Without proposing reli-
gious syncretism, it acts in order to recon-
cile and conciliate the followers of all reli-
gions and ideologies, and its contribution
to this end has achieved international rec-
ognition.

Consequently, a contribution to its work
is a contribution to the benefit of all human-
ity and not simply one portion of it. Even
though the Ecumenical Patriarchate is the
first see in the Orthodox world, it does not
compete with the other Churches nor with
other religions, because it considers all
people to be the beloved children of God. It
respects the personal decisions of every in-
dividual and offers its love to all equally, plac-
ing at their disposal its truth without pres-
suring anyone to accept it.

The spiritual, educational, philan-
thropic, and ecclesiastical institutions of our

Patriarch Bartholomew:
�Thirty years of

deprivation are enough...�

eficial to everyone, even those who are not
convinced of its usefulness. From this point
of view, its range is ecumenical and univer-
sal. In other words, it acts benevolently on
behalf of all, irrespective of race, national-

Patriarchate, in serving these universe goals
�which are not goals of domination but of
giving�must be accorded respect, support,
freedom of development and action, be-
cause in this manner all
people are served and not
only its own members.
Depriving it from being
able to prepare its clergy
and theologians for the
significant role of the
Church and the role of religion in general,
does not harm it as much as it does world
wide humanity, including those who impose
limitations upon it. History refers to the limi-
tations placed on the spiritual freedom and
cultivation imposed in the past as being rep-
rehensible; and we must not allow history to
feel uneasy about recording the existence of
such limitations at the end of the twentieth
century, during which religious freedom and

freedom of education have been internation-
ally recognized as respectable and inviolable.
Nearly thirty years of deprivation are enough
to call for a new inquiry into this matter, in

order that what was a
decision made in haste
might be reconsidered
and an error might be
corrected. We hope
that there will be the
proper re-evaluation

of what has occurred, and that this re-evalu-
ation will reinstate the operation of ecclesi-
astical education, from which only good fruits
can be borne for all. Theological education is
not only an education of knowledge, which
when divorced from virtue introduces crafti-
ness, according to the ancient adage, but also
a paedia of virtue and of moral character. No
one has ever been harmed by virtuous and
ethical people.
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DENVER � The annual Pan-Orthodox
Youth Workers Conference took place Oct.
16-18, hosted by the Colorado Pan-Ortho-
dox Clergy Brotherhood.

The Archdiocese, in conjunction with the
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese
and the Orthodox Church in America (OCA),
sponsored the event. Conference theme was
�Youth: Where are they now? Where are they
going? How do they get there?�

Fr. Anastasios Bourantas, the Archdio-
cese director of Youth and Young Adult Min-
istries, along with Fr. Joseph Purpura, the
Antiochian Orthodox youth director, initi-
ated the weekend by welcoming the 70
participants(from different parts of the
United States and Canada.

They encouraged the youth workers to

1998 Pan-Orthodox Youth Workers Conference

CHICAGO � In a report to the National
Council of Churches (NCC) annual General
Assembly about a special consultation held
in October, the Eastern and Oriental Ortho-
dox members of the NCC recommitted
themselves to the NCC and recommended
several changes to increase and improve
their involvement.

�Many of you know that among the East-
ern and Oriental Orthodox, there have been
some questions about our participation in the
ecumenical movement and in the NCC,� said
Bishop Dimitrios of the Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese of America, who presented the
report from the Inter-Orthodox Consultation
to the NCC General Assembly.

The consultation was held Oct. 5-6 and
brought 32 participants from the nine East-
ern and Oriental Orthodox member com-
munions to discuss Orthodox concerns and
to deliberately investigate solutions for them.

Recommitment to NCC
Bishop Dimitrios said that thanks to the

consultation, initiated by the Rev. Dr. Joan
Brown Campbell, NCC General Secretary
and the Rev. Gabriel Habib, NCC Consult-
ant in International Affairs, the Orthodox
recommitted themselves to the NCC and the
ecumenical movement. �We realized that
our participation in the ecumenical move-
ment is a divine imperative,� Bishop
Dimitrios said. �We cannot choose to not
be a part of this movement.�

As part of that recommitment, the par-
ticipants �affirmed our need to be more re-
sponsible,� he said. �We benefit morally,
spiritually and materially� from the ecumeni-
cal movement, but �our churches do not
contribute as much as we receive.�

�We cannot continue to talk as if we
are not participants,� Bishop Dimitrios said,
using �us� and �them� language. �They are
us!� he said. �We must become more and
more familiar with the NCC� to be better
involved, he added.

An ecumenical crisis
�This consultation was needed not only

because the Orthodox Churches have been
raising questions about their involvement in
the ecumenical movement for several years,
but because there is an ecumenical crisis
worldwide,� said Rev. Habib. �This crisis is
not due to the Orthodox attitude, as is some-
times suggested, but to a decrease in confi-
dence of all churches in the ecumenical
ideal. We thought it was appropriate that

Orthodox Recommit Themselves
to NCC, Recommend Changes

the Orthodox churches in America come
together to reflect on this.�

�The most important thing to come out
is their commitment to continue more ef-
fectively in the NCC and the ecumenical
movement,� said Dr. Campbell. �Through
this kind of participation and their common
witness in America and �Western culture,�
the American Orthodox have a unique con-
tribution to make toward Orthodoxy world-
wide,� he explained.

These points were made in the �affir-
mations� section of the document, which is
followed by two sets of specific recommen-
dations. One set of recommendations is
addressed to the Orthodox Churches and
the other to the NCC.

Among the recommendations made to
the NCC are:

- The NCC should encourage its mem-
ber Churches to participate fully in the week
of prayer for Christian Unity.

- An annual meeting, similar to the In-
ter-Orthodox Consultation, should be facili-
tated by the NCC.

- The Orthodox member churches
should be given the opportunity to partici-
pate actively in setting the agenda of the
General Assembly and other important NCC
events.

- More emphasis should be placed upon
ecumenical training.

- Meetings between the Eastern and
Oriental Orthodox churches should be en-
couraged and, if need be, facilitated to help
foster Orthodox unity as an important stage
towards Christian unity.

- The hiring of Orthodox staff in vari-
ous Council programs.

- A liaison committee of representatives
of the Eastern and Oriental Orthodox
Churches should be created to help address
the following concerns:

- Secure a constructive style of relation-
ships between the Orthodox Churches and
NCC.

- Secure Orthodox participation in the
formulation of the ecumenical agenda.

- Secure Orthodox churches represen-
tation on NCC committees.

- Interpret the issue of �minority/ma-
jority� style of decision making and seek new
ways of ecumenical discernment.

- Facilitate regular contributions by Or-
thodox member churches to the NCC

�I hope the consultation will be fol-

We are proud to announce the Ionian
Village Scholarship Contest that will provide
scholarships to Ionian Village for young
people from New York, New Jersey and
Connecticut.

Ionian Village Scholarship Contest Announced

by Michael Pappas

Ionian Village is a program of the Greek
Orthodox Archdiocese of America and has
been in existence since 1970.  Participants
travel to Greece, where they experience the
Greek culture, traditions and Orthodox faith
of their ancestors. They leave with memo-
ries and experiences they will never forget.

Beginning with the summer of 1999, a
limited number of scholarships at $2,000
each will be awarded to recipients ages 12-
15 and ages 16-18 to attend Ionian Village
in Greece, commencing with the 1999 Sum-
mer Session.

Participants and their families will be
responsible for all other costs to participate
in Ionian Village in excess of $2,000.00 in-
cluding additional registration fees, ex-
penses, travel to New York, and spending
money. The Registration Fee for Ionian Vil-
lage is $2,525.00.

The Ionian Village Scholarship Contest
is a privately funded scholarship in support
of Ionian Village and is not affiliated with
Ionian Village or the Greek Orthodox Arch-
diocese of America.
Scholarship Contest Rules:

Scholarship recipients must reside in
New York, New Jersey or Connecticut. In
addition to the final winners, alternates will
also be chosen. In the event that a scholar-
ship winner cannot attend Ionian Village, an
alternate will attend. Scholarship awards are
for the current summer program and do not
carry over to the next year. Winners are
judged and selected on the basis of their
completed essay. Contest winners and al-

ternates chosen must conform to the fol-
lowing rules:

Entrants must be between the ages of
12-15 and 16-18 by June 15, 1999. Must
have been baptized in the Greek Orthodox
Church. Limited to one scholarship recipi-
ent per immediate family. Limited to first-
time participants in the Ionian Village pro-
gram.

Contest winners may only participate
in the Ionian Village session they are eligible
to attend, based on their age and Ionian Vil-
lage requirements, and must adhere to all
Ionian Village rules and guidelines. Contest
winners will also be required to complete
an Ionian Village application in order to par-
ticipate in the program.
How To Enter: Each scholarship contest
entrant must submit a typed 200-300 word
essay entitled �Why I Would Like to Attend
An Ionian Village Summer Session.� The
paper must be returned with a completed
scholarship Application with the following
information:

1. Applicants name
2. Parent�s or Guardian�s name
3. Address
4. Phone and/or fax number
5. Name and address of your Church

and name of your parish priest
All Essays and Applications must be

submitted and received by the Ionian Vil-
lage Scholarship Contest Committee be-
tween Dec. 1 and March 1, 1999. For an
application, or for additional information,
contact the Church of the Archangels at
(203) 348-4216. Or write to: Ionian Village
Scholarship Contest Committee: c/o Mr. Dean
Bakes; Church of the Archangels; 1527
Bedford Street; Stamford, CT 06905
Notification: All winners and alternates will
be notified by mail on or before April 15,
1998, allowing ample time to plan for the
summer.

A R C H D I O C E S E   N E W S

P A P A L O I Z O S  P U B L I C A T I O N S

We accept VISA, MASTERCARD, PERSONAL CHECKS & MONEY ORDERS.
Card # ___________________________________________ Exp. date:___/ ____
SEND TO: (Street number, please. We ship UPS)      Check here for free catalogue   ¾
Name:______________________________________Phone:_________________
Address: __________________________________________________________
City:___________________________State:_____________Zip:_______________
WRITE TO: PAPALOIZOS PUBLICATIONS    Tel:(301) 593-0652
11720 Auth Lane, Silver Spring, MD.20902 Fax: (301) 681-3390
Also available Textbooks for Elementary School, grades 1-7, and auxiliary books.

BOOKS (Adult level) Price  Qty. Amount
Modern Greek, Part 1
Workbook for Modern Greek, part 1
Cassete tapes for part 1 (set of 8, in Album)
Modern Greek, Part II
Workbook  for Modern Greek, Part II
Cassette tapes for Part II (set of 6)
Grammar of Modern Greek, with workbook
333 Greek Verbs, fully conjugated, 400 pp.
Learning Greek through Conversation
Cassette tepes for Learning Greek (set of 8)
3400 Greek Words flash cards (spiral bound)
Basic Greek Conversation
Cassette tapes for Basic Greek (set of 6)

                       SUBTOTAL
Postage $4.25 first set, 0.25 each additional book

TOTAL

15.00
5.00

32.00
13.00
5.00

26.00
12.00
18.00
12.00
30.00
12.00
8.00

24.00

We have been teaching Americans Greek since 1957! � visit us at: www.papaloizos.com

L e a r n  G r e e k  T h e  E a s y  W a y

See NCCon page 24

ATLANTA � Archdiocesan Youth Minis-
try Team members met Nov. 10-12 at the
Diocese-hosted youth directors� fall meetings.

Under the guidance and blessings of
Archbishop Spyridon, Fr. Anastasios Bou-
rantas, the Archdiocese director of Youth and
Young Adult Ministries, led the three-day
meetings.

The Archdiocesan Youth Ministry Team
consists of each Diocese�s youth director
and the Ionian Village director.

They are as follows: Fr. Michael
Eaccarino (Atlanta), Fr. Mark Leondis (Den-
ver), Vassi Makris (Pittsburgh), Bill Tragus
(San Francisco), George Hazlaris (Arch-
diocesan District), George Pappas (Detroit),
Spiro Bobotis (Boston), Andrew Georganas
(Chicago), and Michael Pappas (Ionian Vil-

Archdiocese Youth Ministry Team Meets in Atlanta
lage).

The following items were discussed:
establishing an Archdiocesan-wide database
for GOYA and YAL; Liturgical Hymns of
Praise by Orthodox Youth project; an
Archdiocesan camp manual (to be com-
pleted in January); expanding and broaden-
ing the Challenge section of the Orthodox
Observer; Training and continuing educa-
tion for the Diocese youth directors; creat-
ing and publishing a Youth Workers Jour-
nal, that will assist priests and youth work-
ers in their ministry to our youth, which will
compliment the resources, �Living the Faith�
and �The Way It Really Is.�

The Youth Ministry Team�s next meet-
ings will take place Jan. 26-28 at Archdio-
cese headquarters in New York.

take advantage of the numerous workshops
and various resources available to strengthen
their ministries and local and diocesan youth
programs.

Three keynote speakers addressed the
group: Fr. Paul Paris (Youth and Holiness),
Fr. George Gray (Spirituality of Adoles-
cence), and Fr. Michael Nasser (Fostering
Spiritual Growth).

Great Vespers were held at St. Ka-
therine�s Church in Greenwood Village,
where Metropolitan Isaiah greeted the youth
workers.

The 1999 Pan-Orthodox Youth Work-
ers Conference will be held Nov. 19-21, at
Antiochian Village, Pa., with the theme
�Moral & Ethical Issues Confronting Ortho-
dox Youth.�
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ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE

NEOHEL
1/4
C/R Negative

Atlantic Bank
1/4
c/r

WARSAW (Ecumenical News Interna-
tional) �Turkish citizens of Greek origin
have accused the Turkish government of
waging a �psychological war� against the
Orthodox Church�s Ecumenical Patriarchate.

The Orthodox Church�s presence in
Constantinople - the vast majority of whose
10 million citizens are Muslim -  dates back
to the days of Byzantium, when the city, then
known as Constantinople, was a hugely in-
fluential center of Christian culture.

Today Turkey has only a few thousand
Christian citizens, but the Ecumenical Patri-
archate also has direct jurisdiction over a
total of  3.5 million Orthodox Christians liv-
ing in Crete, the Aegean Islands, Mount
Athos and the Greek diaspora, including
North America.

Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew also
plays a major role among Orthodox world-
wide as �first among equals� of the world�s
nine Orthodox patriarchs and 15 auto-
cephalous (self-governing) churches.

The Patriarch and his synod of bishops are
Turkish citizens, but all are of Greek descent.

The accusation against the Turkish gov-
ernment was made by the Constantinopolitan
Society during a conference on humanitar-
ian issues held in early November by the 54-
nation Organization on Security and Co-op-
eration in Europe (OSCE) in Warsaw.

�The Turkish government is interfering
with the religious freedom of the Greek com-
munity in Istanbul,� according to the
Constantinopolitan Society, which is based
in Athens and has mainly Turkish-Greek
emigres as members. �It is unacceptable that
Turkey insists on not recognizing the fact
that the Patriarchate is also ecumenical and
[the Patriarch] the spiritual head of 300 mil-
lion Christian Orthodox.�

Treaty guarantee
In a statement to the OSCE, the

Constantinopolitan Society said the right of
churches to �establish and control religious
institutions� had been guaranteed by the
1923 Lausanne Treaty, which established
territorial frontiers and minority rights in the
eastern Aegean after the First World War,
as well as by Turkey�s signature of the Eu-
ropean Convention on Human Rights.

Among human rights violations, it listed
the government�s closure in 1971 of the
Patriarchate�s theological school on the is-
land of Halki, near Istanbul, as well as the
barring of Orthodox priests from Greek mi-
nority schools. The fate of the Halki school
is still a source of deep concern for Ortho-
dox Christians, who, along with ecumeni-
cal organizations, have frequently called for
the school to be re-opened.

The Ankara government recently dis-
missed the school�s supervisory committee,
claiming financial mismanagement and anti-
Turk propaganda.

�In 1923, the Turkish government
agreed that the Greek Orthodox Patriarch-
ate could remain in Istanbul, provided the
patriarch confined himself to religious af-
fairs,� the statement declared. �As from

Turkey Accused of �Psychological
War� against Ecumenical Patriarchate

1992, a systematic psychological war started
against the Patriarchate.
Bishops and clergy are called by the Turkish
authorities for interrogation. People throw
stones and bombs at the Patriarchate and
threaten to burn it.�

Humanitarian issue
The exchange took place during a two-week
OSCE meeting in Warsaw on humanitarian
issues outlined in the 1975 Helsinki Final
Act and later documents of the OSCE, which
includes European and Central Asian states,
as well as the United States and Canada.

Article 38 of the 1923 Lausanne Treaty
commits Turkey to ensure non-Muslim na-
tionals the �full exercise� of �any creed, re-
ligion or belief.� Articles 40 and 42 also re-
quire Turkey to give �full protection to the
churches, synagogues, cemeteries and other
religious establishments� of minorities, and
to uphold their �equal right� to run schools
and �any charitable, religious and social in-
stitutions� at their own expense.

However, in its statement to the OSCE,
the Constantinopolitan Society said the Turk-
ish authorities had confiscated Orthodox
monastic properties. Churches and cemeter-
ies had been destroyed and vandalized, the
statement said, noting that an Orthodox
sexton had been murdered during the torch-
ing of a shrine in December 1997, while a
cemetery had been pillaged at Kurtulus in
March 1998, and sacred items stolen during
break-ins at St Nicholas Church in Phanar.

The statement suggested such acts were
*encouraged and caused by the state itself.�

Extensive violations
Among other criticisms of Turkey dur-

ing the OSCE meeting, Norway�s Helsinki
Committee said it had evidence that free-
dom of religion was �extensively violated�
in the mainly Sunni Muslim country, and
called for an �overview and scrutiny� of Turk-
ish legislation.

Laila Al-Marayati, of the United States
State Department, said minority religious
groups faced �significant challenges� and
had been �targeted for acts of violence and
vandalism.�

In Geneva, Georges Tsetsis, the Ecu-
menical Patriarchate�s representative at the
World Council of Churches in Geneva, told
ENI: �What the Patriarchate wishes is re-
spect for the exercise of its religious and
educational rights as provided by Article 40
of the Lausanne Treaty. The Patriarchate
should not be a pawn in the political dis-
putes between Turkey and Greece.�

Tsetsis pointed out that the church had
been present �on the shores of the Bosphorus
from the early days of Christianity, and the
Ecumenical Patriarchate as an institution has
functioned for 17 centuries. Its spiritual au-
thority is recognized world-wide.�

He rejected as �absurd� suggestions by
the Turkish authorities that the patriarchate
was involved in politics. The Patriarchate�s
mission, he said, was �to promote, along
with Christian unity, understanding and tol-
erance between religions, to work for peace
and against the evils of modern society.�
Such activities were not political, but part of
the Patriarchate�s spiritual work.

Of the Halki theological school, he said
it could seem �paradoxical� that the school
had been established and accepted �during
the monarchical Ottoman Empire but is not
permitted to function in the present demo-
cratic Turkish republic.�

Commenting on Turkish arguments that
the school�s reopening would require the
passing of special legislation because it was
of university level, Tsetsis said: �This argu-
ment is bizarre because the school was
never recognized by the Turkish authorities
as an institution of higher education.�
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REL AT ING TO FA I TH

While it may not get as much attention
as Easter and Christmas, the Feast of
Epiphany, which is celebrated on Jan. 6,
occupies a special place on the Greek Or-
thodox calendar.

Epiphany and Holy Water Blessing in the Church

By Fr. Constantine Mathews

On that day, two thousand years ago,
Jesus Christ was baptized at the Jordan River
by St. John the Baptist and Forerunner.

Through the centuries, Epiphany has
received two other names in the Greek lexi-
con. One of these is �Theophany,� which
means �Revelation of God,� the Holy Trin-
ity. As St. John baptized the Lord, the Holy
Spirit appeared in the form of a dove and
hovered over Christ, as the voice of the Fa-
ther was heard from the heaven, saying:
�This is My beloved Son� (Mark 1:11). The
revelation of the Holy Spirit as the dove, the
Father as the voice and the Son in person
during Christ�s Baptism is very clear and
unique.

Epiphany is also called, �Phota,� which
means �Illumination,� or �Feast of Light.�
This name indicates that Christ came to en-
lighten us through His teachings, to remove
the darkness and fear from life. After His
baptism, the Lord collected His disciples and
His official teaching began.
Baptism of the Lord and Our Baptism

The baptism of the Lord generally serves
as an example for our baptism, with the ex-
ception that our baptism is performed for
the remission of sins (Acts 2:38), while the
Lord�s baptism fulfilled the scriptures in re-
vealing the True God.

�Baptizo� is a Greek verb meaning �I
immerse.� The practice of immersion de-
rives from the Early Church and the early
Fathers of the Church testify to this prac-
tice. St. Cyril of Jerusalem (350 A. D.) says:
�Baptism is not only purification from sins
and the grace of adoption, but also the
antitype of the Passion of Christ...Three
times were you plunged in the water and
come forth, signifying Christ�s burial for
three days. By this action you died and you
were born, and for you the saving water was
at once a grave and the womb of a mother.�

Triple immersion, which is practiced in
the Eastern Orthodox Church, symbolizes
the three days Jesus stayed in Hades before
His Resurrection. All sins, including the
Original Sin of Disobedience, remain
drowned under water, while the baptized
person rises to a new life in Christ after the
third immersion (Rom. 6:45; Col: 2:12).

The Lord specifically instructed His dis-
ciples to baptize their converts (Matt. 28:19)
and we have strong indications that St. Paul
baptized entire households (I Cor. 1:16; Acts
16:15; 16:33).

The entire service of the Sacrament of
Baptism is actually three distinct sacraments
(Baptism, Chrismation (or Confirmation) and
Holy Communion), performed in one rite
as it was done in the Apostolic Tradition of
Hippolytus in 216 A.D.

This tradition has been kept intact in the
Eastern Orthodox Church, which has prac-
ticed infant baptism since the early centuries.

The Power of the Water
The ancient hymns of Epiphany, and the

prayers of Baptism and Holy Water Bless-
ing, all testify to great events in the Bible
associated with the power of water, includ-
ing: Creation, the Flood, the parting of the
Red Sea, the Lord�s baptism at the Jordan
River and the healing powers of the Pools of
Siloan and Sheep Gate. These prayers lead
us to two important conclusions that the
Holy fathers of the Early Church undoubt-
edly wanted to stress regarding the power
of blessed water: its ability to destroy evil
and its ability to give new life.

Holy Water
The blessing of Holy Water originated

in the Early Church to replicate the water of
the Jordan River, which was blessed during
the Baptism of Christ. The priest or Bishop
reads the ancient sanctification prayers while
immersing the Holy Cross in water, thereby
making the water expiatory with many graces.
The prayers emphasize the power of blessed
water to save good and destroy evil.

The Holy Water services are not only
performed during Epiphany, but throughout
the year for the healing of the ill, the main-
tenance of good health, the expulsion of evil
spirits, the consecration of new and newly-
acquired homes, buildings, stores, cars and
ships and the cleansing of contaminated
wells and containers.

The Great Holy Water Blessing on the
Eve and Day of Epiphany is very impressive,
especially when it is celebrated at a sea or
lake. From the early centuries, the Patriarch
of Jerusalem has made a pilgrimage to the
Jordan River each year on the Eve of
Epiphany to celebrate the service at the spe-
cific spot where the Lord was baptized. Also,
His Eminence Archbishop Spyridon, Primate
of the Greek Orthodox Church of America,
celebrates this service in Tarpon Springs,
Fla., each year and throws the Holy Cross
into the sea.

The blessed Holy Water from each par-
ish is used in several ways by the faithful; it
is drunk, taken home for the sick and kept
in the home sanctuary as an amulet to be
renewed every year.

The priest visits and blesses with Holy
Water all homes of his parishioners during
the Epiphany Season. This custom of bless-
ing parish homes has been kept alive for al-
most 2,000 years in the Greek Orthodox
Church.

Fr. Mathews is pastor of Annunciation
Church in Stamford, Conn.

H O LY   S C R I P T U R E   R E A D I N G S

JANUARY ...........
1  F ....... Col. 2:8-12; Lk. 2:20-21, 40-52
2  S .......... 1 Tim. 3:14-4:5; Matt. 3:1-11
3  SUN ............ 2 Tim 4:5-8; Mark 1:1-8
4  M .............. 1 Cor. 4:9-16; Jn. 1:18-28
5  T ............... 1 Cor. 9:19-27; Lk. 3:1-18
6  W ........................Titus 2:11-14; 3:4-7
7  Th ............ Acts 19:1-8; Matt. 3:13-17
8  F ...... 1 Pet. 1:1-2, 10-12, 2:6-10; Mk.

12:1-12
9  S .............. Eph. 6:10-17; Matt. 4:1-11
10 SUN ....... Eph. 4:7-13; Matt. 4:12-17
11 M ..............Phil. 2:12-16; Lk. 6:24-30
12 T ...............Phil. 2:17-23; Lk. 6:37-45
13 W .............Phil. 2:24-30; Lk. 6:46-7:1
14 Th .................Phil. 3:1-8; Lk. 7:17-30
15 F ...................Phil. 3:8-19; Lk. 7:3-35
16 S .............. 2 Cor. 1:8-11; Lk. 5:27-32
17 SUN ....... Col. 1:12-18; Lk. 18:35-43
18 M ............. Heb. 3:5-11; Lk. 20:27-44
19 T .............. Heb. 4:1-13; Lk. 21:12-19
20 W .. Heb. 5:11-6:8; Lk. 21:5-7, 10-11,

20-24
21 Th .............. Heb. 7:1-6; Lk. 21:28-33
22 F ........ Heb. 7:18-25; Lk. 21: 37-22:8
23 S ............ Eph. 2:11-19; Lk. 13:18-29
24 SUN ........1 Tim. 4:9-15; Lk. 19:1-10
25 M ....... 1 Pet. 2:21-3:9; Mk. 12:13-17
26 T ......... 1 Pet. 3:10-22; Mk. 12:18-27
27 W .......... 1 Pet. 4:1-11; Mk. 12:28-37
28 Th ..... 1 Pet. 4:12-5::5; Mk. 12:38-44
29 F ............... 2 Pet. 1:1-10; Mk. 13:1-8
30 S ..............2 Tim. 2:11-19; Lk. 18:2-8
31 SUN ....2 Tim. 3:10-15; Lk. 18:10-14
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In a space of only three years, the Annual
International Art Exhibition held at the Cathe-
dral Center of the Archdiocesan Cathedral of
the Holy Trinity has become a tradition.

The brainchild of artist Yiannis Amor-
yanos, this exhibition of the work of Greek
and Hellenic-American artists is a top fund-
raiser for administrative needs in the Na-
tional Philoptochos.

The exhibition is such an inspiration and
source of information concerning art and ico-
nography that it is difficult to imagine that
prior to 1996 this opportunity did not exist.

This year�s Third Annual International
Art Exhibition, held Dec. 4-6, will featured
the work of Greek and Hellenic-American
artists such as Gikas, Tsarouchis, Fasianos,
Manolidis, Karas, Mitaras, Duzoglou,
Droungas, and Amoryanos, including artists
new to the exhibit, Marina Karella, Maria
Karedsos, Aspasia Melis, jewelry by Petros
and Takis, and 50 icons painted by Fr. Paul
from the Skete of St. Andrew on Mt. Athos.

Prices ranged from $100 to $20,000,
with icons costing $100 to $250 each.

In the second annual International Art
Exhibition last year, 55 icons were sold in
30 minutes and total sales exceeded
$150,000.

Among the contributors were the grand
benefactor, The Atlantic Bank; John Catsi-
matidis, Nicholas Grammatikakis, Barbara
Bishop, Penelope Dambassis, and Maria Lyras.

Archbishop Spyridon�s encouraging and
supportive words the past two years, per-
meated the exhibit with enthusiasm. His
Eminence was present this year, as well, to
bless the event.

Chaired by Aphrodite Skeadas and Anne
Gustave, the exhibition opened Friday, Dec.
4, with a cocktail reception at 6 p.m. The
exhibition continued on Saturday and Sun-
day, Dec 5 and 6.

Not To Be Missed:
A New Tradition

A Message from His Eminence

�A lady with a lamp shall
stand...A noble type of good... he-
roic womanhood...�

In quoting Henry Wadsworth
Longfellow�s words concerning
woman�s role in society, Mrs. Eve
Condakes, the new president of the
National Ladies Philoptochos, might
well have stated that they charac-
terize the underlying spirit of the
Philoptochos.

Since 1931 through programs
which �aid the poor, the destitute,
the hungry, the aged, the unem-
ployed, and by giving support to the

The Presidency: The First Days

by Vicki James Yiannias

Dearly Beloved Sisters
of the Philoptochos:

Our Lord Jesus
Christ was born in the
silence of a stable, hid-
den in the darkness of
a manger. It was up to
the angels of heaven
and a bright star to

Philoptochos� Task:
Proclaim Christ�s Message

lege/Holy Cross School of Theology, St.
Michael�s Home For The Aged, The Missions
of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese, the
Ecumenical Patriarchate and UNICEF.

The Social Work Office provides emer-
gency relief and medical assistance, deals
with housing/eviction and domestic violence
issues, and has a growing involvement with
the universal concerns of cancer, AIDS, and
heart disease.

�My heart is filled with emotion and
pride as I see first-hand the depth of the
dedication of the women of the Philoptochos
as they work for our common cause,� Mrs.
Condakes said.

Later, she shared her feelings about
what she has experienced in the four months
since she was elected, �Each day that has
passed since my appointment I have been
touched and revitalized.  Since I was elected,
I have travelled to chapters in New York,
New Jersey, and Boston. I have never met
such dedicated and selfless individuals and
cannot stop reiterating how proud I am to

be a member of the Philoptochos. I have
never met such wonderful women. I thank
Archbishop Spyridon for giving me this great
opportunity to serve the Church...�

Mrs. Condakes� first childhood impres-
sion of the Philoptochos is the feeling of
pride that swept over her as her mother,
�full of verve and enthusiasm to be a play-
ing a role in the life of the Church, put on
her hat, and purse in hand, walked into the
darkness,� to a meeting with the � Kyries tis
Philoptochou.�

Having felt early in life that her mother�s
efforts �brightened not only her life, but all
the lives that she and the ladies of the
Phioloptochos touched,� leads Mrs. Con-
dakes to feel that her goal of increasing the
ranks of the Philoptochos with new mem-
bership of young women can be brought
about just as her own dedication to the
Philoptochos was instilled, through a con-
veyed feeling of pride in the works of the
Church, an unspoken message of true com-
mitment. �As much as times have changed
since the founding of the Ladies Philo-
ptochos, the commitment to Church and
community has remained constant.�

Her visit to Fairview, N.J., after her offi-
cial installation by Archbishop Spyridon in
October was orchestrated as a surprise to
the 78-member-member Philoptochos
chapter of the Church of the Ascension by
the Philoptochos president of the Diocese
of New Jersey, Mrs. Aspasia Melis.

After her speech she received two
standing ovations. Her surprise visit to the
Philoptochos chapter of St. John the Theo-

Beloved Spiritual Children in the Lord,
It is with true paternal joy and pride that

I introduce this inaugural edition of �The
Voice of Philoptochos� page. Starting this
month, the Orthodox Observer will be dedi-
cating one page of every issue for news from
the Philoptochos Society nationwide.

This page will be an important source
of mutual instruction and information.
Readers from all across our beloved Arch-
diocese will learn of the work of the
Philoptochos in all of its rich variety and
philanthropic beauty. Individual chapters
will gain ideas from other chapters on how
to accomplish their mission more effec-
tively, and will be better able to coordi-
nate joint ventures through this page. I
myself look forward to learning more of
what is happening at the local level through
the diakonia of the Philoptochos chapters
in each of our parishes.

This page will be an important source
of mutual encouragement. Through the ar-
ticles that appear on this page in the fu-
ture, the Philoptochos Societies of the
whole Archdiocese will be able to benefit
from the example of one another. They will
gain courage and strength from the expe-
riences of their sisters in Christ. Indeed,

the whole Church will be edified by the
forthcoming stories of God�s grace acting
through human love.

This page will be an important source
of mutual inspiration. It is my hope that
more young women will read about the
inspiring work of the Philoptochos Society
and will find in these pages a call to serve
Christ through their local chapter. I pray
that a new generation of faithful Sisters will
take the torch of service from those who
have run the race well. I pray furthermore
that all of us will be touched by the articles
that we read here and will respond in faith,
generosity, and love for the needy.

I commend the devotion and labor of all
those who will fill this page with stories about
the work of the Philoptochos around the
Archdiocese. I extend my paternal blessings
on this new feature page of the Orthodox
Observer, on Mrs. Eve Condakes, the new
president of the National Philoptochos, and
on the entire Philoptochos Sisterhood of our
Archdiocese.

With paternal love in the Lord,

PhiloptochosThe Voice of

Student Scholarships, local charities, the
Agape Fund, icons for the 650 member Holy
Trinity-Holy Cross Cathedral in Birmingham,
Ala., all made possible through the courtesy
of making people happy with delicious and
superbly prepared traditional Greek foods!
Now in its 13th year, the cathedral�s Holiday
Frozen Food Sale is actively supported by the
entire 99-member Philoptochos chapter and
involves sales to individuals and businesses
all over Birmingham. The majority of custom-
ers are non-Greeks.

Serious baking begins in September
when 30 to 50 ladies launch into a well-or-
chestrated production system that brings up
the countdown with the freshest of fresh
Greek pastries on the very last day before
the sale.

Checks and order forms having been
received by mid-November, the bakers and
their Philoptochos sisters bring their efforts
to a satisfying conclusion in the flurry of pick-
ups on Nov. 19 and 20, for sales that last
year reached $19,000.

Tens of thousands of pans of pastitsio,
spanakopites, tiropites, baklava, melo-
makarona, kourambiedes and koulourakia;
staggering numbers that add up to financial
relief for local flood and tornado victims,
donations to local homes for homeless
women and children and intervention cen-
ters for abused children, a recreational camp
for indigent handicapped children and
adults, and other charitable works. This is
the stuff of Christian charity.

Love Is What
     It�s All About

New President�s Message

logian, the cathedral church of this diocese
in Tenafly, N.J., and one of the largest
Philoptochos chapters in this diocese, was
equally moving.

In the months of October and Novem-
ber, in addition to visiting New Jersey, Mrs.
Condakes has attended the St. Catherine
Philoptochos New York Fashion Show in
Glen Cove, N.Y., the Hellenic Public Radio
Phidippides Award Dinner in honor of Geor-
gia and Dimitris Kaloidis, the 36th Annual
Peacock Luncheon of the Holy Cross
Philoptochos of Brooklyn, N.Y., Fashion
Show in Woburn, Mass., the Nassau/Suffolk/
Queens Dinner for the Children�s Fund on
Long Island, the HANAC 26th Annual Gala
Dinner in honor of Fannie-Petallides Holliday
at the Plaza Hotel in New York and the 40th
anniversary celebration of St. Michael�s
Home, also at the Plaza Hotel.

orphaned, the widowed, the imprisoned and
the handicapped, the Philoptochos has pro-
vided succor to the victims of life.

Today the Philoptochos has enlarged its
scope to the support of causes,� she said at
the general meeting of the Philoptochos
chapter of the Holy Trinity Archdiocesan
Cathedral in New York, November 10.

Today, the causes of the Philoptochos
include St. Basil�s Academy, Hellenic Col-

proclaim His Birth. It was up to shepherds
in the fields and wise men bearing gifts to
make known His presence among us.

Today the task of proclaiming the Good
News of Jesus Christ rests on our shoulders.
It is up to us to tell the world of His glory
and grace. It is with great joy, therefore, that
I greet you from our very own page, �The
Voice of Philoptochos,� in the Orthodox
Observer.

This Christmas issue contains our very
first page, the inaugural installment. How
fitting that our beloved Archbishop Spyridon
has given us the gift of our own page in this
December issue of the Orthodox Observer!

I want to take this opportunity to thank
His Eminence on behalf of the Philoptochos
for his constant concern, support, spiritual
guidance, and love. He is our steadfast bea-
con, and we pray that our ever-loving God
in His abundant love would grant to our
Archbishop many years of good health and
all of His Heavenly blessings.

All of us thank God every day of our
lives, but in this holy season of Christmas
we especially offer up grateful hearts to the
Lord. We give thanks for our families, our
homes, our health, our great country, our
friends, and our spiritual leaders�above all
our beloved Ecumenical Patriarch His All
Holiness Bartholomew, and our beloved
Archbishop Spyridon.

We are doubly blessed to be members
of the Greek Orthodox Ladies Philoptochos
and to have this wonderful opportunity to
do God�s work�this wonderful means of
proclaiming His Birth and His presence
among us.  Let us join the angels, the shep-
herds, and the wise men�let us make
known through acts of love and charity that
Christ is born today!  And may �The Voice
of the Philoptochos� be our instrument for
proclaiming the Good News of Jesus Christ
in His Church!

I fervently pray that the light of our faith
may shine like the star of Bethlehem, illu-
minating the hearts of all around us. From a
loving heart I wish you all a Blessed and
Merry Christmas.

Your loving sister in Christ,
Evanthia N. Condakes

Ms. Condakes with Ascension Church Philoptochos.
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GUEST EDITORIAL

O P I N I O N S

Editor,
I very much enjoyed the article by Fa-

ther George Nicozisin about choirs and their
function in the church �especially the re-
sponsibility of choirs to represent the cheru-
bim and to make the spark of grace in wor-
shippers burn more brightly than it other-
wise might burn. Father George writes that
we miss the point of church music when
we think of it merely in aesthetic terms, fo-
cusing on elaborate harmonization and
proper musical vocalization of sounds rather
than on the meaning of the hymns.

But the goal of church music is often
lost in current times in services rendered
wither in Greek or in English because (1)
Musical texts are often presented for Greek
services in transliterated, phonetic syllables,
with no Greek text and no translation at all,
and often many who are singing and many
who are hearing do not understand what is
sung either in English or Greek and (2) En-
glish translations of Greek texts are often
adapted so awkwardly to established music

Editor,
All the departments and the staff of the

Archdiocese deserve our congratulations for
their most efficient and long hours of hard
work, so that the ministry of our Church can
go on.

When we get calls from the Archdio-
cese, not only after office hours, but even
late hours on Friday and Saturday, especially
from the Chancellor�s office, what does that
say? When most of the Department heads
travel to the parishes, at times two or three
nights a week, what does that say?

When His Eminence , with staff mem-
bers, travels through the country once or
even twice a week to minister to the needs
of the faithful, what does that say?

Truly, a most efficient and hard-work-
ing personnel for a gigantic God-inspired
ministry.

Rev. Demetrios Recachinas
Bridgeport, Conn.

Editor,
Going back to the 75th anniversary of

my little church in New Kensington, Penn-
sylvania, left us in such awe.

My husband, Tony, and I were privi-
leged and able to attend the festivities to
see a most loving display of hard work and
hidden talents that surfaced with great hu-
mility, a unity and love of old and new ac-
quaintances.

Our thanks to Fr. Leon Pachis, and to
their former retired priest, Fr. John An-
droutsopoulos, who both labored many
years to bring this event to fruition. Thanks
also to the many church councils who served
diligently through many hours, many times
without any thanks, to all the parishioners
and loyal workers. But, most of all our thanks
to our fathers and mothers who are now in
heaven smiling down on all.

Allow me a personal note. To my fa-
ther, Stelios Gerazunis: Pop, thank you for
being a Psalti for nearly 60 years �I do not
go into a Greek Orthodox Church without
hearing your chanting reverberating through
the rafters. And, to my mother, Eleni: Mom,
from you I learned humility and humbleness,
and your diples and your loukoumades we
will never forget.

We remain very proud and thankful to
have been able to participate in this momen-
tous event.

Angie Gerazunis Kariotis
Akron, Ohio

It says a lot

Attend parish reunion

Liked choirs article

L E T T E R SL E T T E R S

To Our Fellow Greek Orthodox Christians:
Like countless other Greek Orthodox brothers and sisters, we have toiled through-

out our lifetimes, like our parents before us, for the good of our Church. We have
worked for years, not only for the betterment of our Archdiocese, but for our Ecumeni-
cal Patriarchate as well. We have individually championed the cause of our precious
Orthodox faith, the cause of Hellenism around the globe, and especially the cause of
justice and peace for our brothers and sisters in Cyprus.

As Greek Orthodox and Greek Americans, we know that success does not come
without sacrifice. We know that the individual efforts of the Greek Orthodox people of
America are a living witness that the American Dream is a reality.

Therefore, we are calling on all the members of our community, clergy and lay, to
see this time in the history of our Church as a critical opportunity, to do and to be what
is best in our Greek-American experience and our Greek Orthodox Christian faith. As a
church and as a community, we must come together in support of our own Church, in
support of our Archdiocese, in support of our Ecumenical Patriarchate. Whatever dif-
ferences exist must not be subjected to negative forces of division; but with Christian
love and reason, we can and must settle those differences for the good of the Church.
We call on all our brothers and sisters, our priests and bishops to unite behind our
Archbishop Spyridon, and to move this beloved Archdiocese into the next millennium
as one family in Christ!

We pray that our years of labors, and the labors of so many countless others, will
not be wasted. Where there are differences, let us work together; where there is pain,
let us bring healing; where there is bitterness, let us promote love.

Fellow Greek Orthodox, for the sake of our children, grandchildren and the future
of our precious Church, let us make any and all sacrifices to remain a Church united in
peace and harmony.

An Open Letter to the Greek Orthodox People of America

 Andrew Athens, President Emeritus of the Archdiocesan Council and
John Catsimatides, Vice-Chairman of the Archdiocesan Council

written for Greek syllables that the goal of
lifting the spirit is lost in the conflict between
words and music.

Many Greek services were written by
men and women of deep faith who were
also, virtually, poets. In many English trans-
lations the poetry gets lost, and the music
written for the Greek words does not work
with English words. Choirs learn notes rather
than the meaning of hymns. Many in the
congregation have not studied the Greek of
the liturgical texts.

There needs to be a person of faith who
is also a musician and poet to give Ortho-
doxy in America a Handel and Bach �even a
Mozart and Beethoven.

Dr. Bessie Chronaki
Charlotte, N.C.

Christmas 1998

To the Reverend Clergy, the Presidents of the Parish Councils, Monks and
Nuns, the Philoptochos Societies, the Youth, and all devout Christians of the
Holy Archdiocese of America

My Beloved Spiritual Children in Christ,

�For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given,
And the government will be upon His shoulders.

And He will be called the Angel of Great Counsel, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.�    (Isaiah 9:6)

Once more we have come to the radiant and all-holy Feast of the Nativ-
ity of our Lord Jesus Christ according to the flesh. On this bright night, the
Son of God and Savior of the world is born as the child of the Virgin.  On this
holy night, the words of the prophet Isaiah are fulfilled: �Unto us a Child is
born, unto us a Son is given� (Isaiah 9:6).  This Child came unto us to bring the
Good News, the Gospel of God�s everlasting mercy and love and His free
gift of life eternal.

From the first moment of His earthly life, the Christ-Child pronounces
good tidings of great joy, speaking to us through all of the people and events
that surround His glorious Incarnation.  And what does He say to us through
all these things?  He speaks to us now the same words that He addressed so
many times to His disciples: �Be not afraid!�  (Matt. 14:27, Mark 6:50, John
6:20, etc.)

Through the Archangel Gabriel, who announced His Birth to the All-Holy
Theotokos, Christ says, �Be not afraid!� (Luke 1:30). Through the angel who
advised the righteous Joseph in a dream, Christ says, �Be not afraid!� (Matt.
1:20)  Through the Angel of the Lord who proclaimed His Birth to the shep-
herds in the fields, Christ says, �Be not afraid!� (Luke 2:10)

As we gaze upon the great icon of the Nativity, we see an image of
peaceful worship of the Son of God.  We see adoration without anxiety. We
see awe without fear. For where there is love, there can be no fear, for
�perfect love casts out fear� (I John 4:18).

We see the lowly shepherds, who neither feared nor hesitated to leave
their flocks, but came in haste to the place where the Christ-Child lay.

We see the Magi from the East, who neither feared nor hesitated to
leave behind their kingdoms, but journeyed to bring gifts to the New-Born
King.

We see the Star of Bethlehem, which defied the very laws of nature and
left its eternally ordained course, in order to guide all humankind to the cave
where the Messiah was born.

We see the animals of the humble stable, who welcomed the Creator of
all into their home, and showed no fear at the unfamiliar visitors and the
strange wonders which appeared in their midst.

Every part of this holy icon greets us with the Good News: �Christ is
Born!� �Be not afraid�, but �rejoice!�

My beloved spiritual children,
We stand at an awesome juncture in time. The world will soon witness

the conclusion of its second millenium since the Birth of Christ and enter a
third.  For many on Earth, this time is a time of anxiety, a time of consterna-
tion, a time of great fear.  Never before has there been such desperation to
know the future.  Never before have predictions of doom and promises of a
utopian new order competed so fiercely in the imagination of mankind. We
live in a time of widespread insecurity, pessimism, and fear. And yet, for
those who confess �the Word made flesh,� ours is a time of continual con-
fidence, optimism, and jubilation in the Lord.

The message of the Incarnation is as timely today as it was for those who
lived two thousand years ago: �Be not afraid�, but �rejoice!�  In days of
doubt and despair, the truth of the Gospel still fills the people of God with
hope and joy.  For we know that the One Who rules all things came to be
born as one of us, to share our troubles, to bear our griefs and carry our
sorrows, to take away the sins of the world, to raise us up to a new life, and
to fill us with love, joy, hope, faith, and every gift of His Holy Spirit.

Thus in the Church will the vision of the prophet Zechariah be fulfilled:
�Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem!
Behold, your King comes unto you, righteous and bringing salvation!�
(Zech. 9:9).

May the peace, good will, and joy of the Christmas season be yours,
today and always, and unto the ages of ages.

�Christ is Born!  Glorify Him!�

ARCHBISHOP�S CHRISTMAS ENCYCLICAL

With paternal blessings and love,

ARCHBISHOP OF AMERICA

ARCHBISHOP�S CHRISTMAS ENCYCLICAL
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Guadalupe
C/R 1/4

Recent years have witnessed an in-
crease in interest and activity in catechetical
education. Apart from its use in Holy Scrip-
ture, it would also be helpful to briefly re-
view the historical development of religious
education. As such, the following will briefly
sketch the development of religious educa-
tion in the Jewish and Christian traditions.

By Fr. Frank Marangos

Scripture describes three primary edu-
cational instruments within Judaism: the
home, the local synagogue, and the temple.
Parents had the duty of instructing and nur-
turing their children in the rituals, laws and
ethical teachings of their religion.

The temple, on the other hand, was re-
sponsible in the years before the Exile for trans-
mitting the history, law, and teachings of Ju-
daism through worship at the major feasts.

Through the temple rites and worship
services the faithful were closely associated
with the principle attitudes of their Faith.

In post-exilic times, the local synagogue
became the center of worship and instruction.

The synagogue was where the Jewish
community gathered to learn about the To-
rah and its application to daily life.

The worship services were comprised
primarily of readings from the law and the
prophets and were surrounded by praise and
thanksgiving.

The catechetical ministry of Jesus must
be seen in the light of Judaism. Although he
was critical of Jewish religious leadership
during his life, he nonetheless spent most
of his time praying, preaching and teaching
in their synagogues. In fact, Jesus wept over
the Temple of Jerusalem�s imminent de-
struction.

Jesus� teaching ministry was primarily
focused on adults. Only on one occasion
did Jesus come into direct contact with chil-
dren. It is significant that he utilized that
occasion to point out the beneficial charac-
teristics of childhood as something that en-
hances the ministry to adults.

St. Paul�s letters and the description of
the Apostolic Community found in the Book
of Acts clearly indicates the centrality of the
teaching ministry of the Church to adults.
Here we encounter three different forms of
education: within the family (Timothy), evan-
gelical instruction (Ethiopian), and, finally,
education in Jewish or Greek schools (Paul).

New Testament writings also mention
individuals who were given the charisma
(cavrisma) of the teaching ministry. These
individuals were referred to as catechists and
had the responsibility of educating adult
members in the doctrines and principles of
Christian community. Paul refers to himself
as a teacher of the Gentiles (I Tim 1:11).

Finally, the Catholic Epistles, especially
the Letters of Sts. Peter and John, empha-
size the importance for adults to advance
strictly to the doctrines they were taught.

As we have seen, the institution of the
Catechumenate emerged as the means of
providing religious education to adults in-
terested in joining the Christian community.

Potential members, Catechumens,
were expected to remain in the Cate-
chumenate for as long as three years. Only
those who had completed such a program
of catechetical training were eligible for sac-
ramental membership.

It is important to note that the Cate-
chumenate was not interested in intellec-
tual argumentation but rather in nurturing
the emotional, effectual, practical and
strenuous testing of the faith of potential
candidates.

Significantly, the Roman Catholic
Church has called for the re-institution of
the Catechumenate at the local parish level.

Education in the early Christian Church
was part of the total praxis of Christian life
which was understood as reaching its ze-
nith in the liturgical synaxis of the faithful.
As such, worship was the instrument of
catechesis.

According to numerous Church Fathers,
the home was referred to as the �domestic
church� where the Christian Faith was lived,
learned and nurtured.

The local community, on the other
hand, supported the praxis of the Christian
way of life as expressed in the doctrines and
principles embedded in their liturgical wor-
ship services.

During this period, the Christian Apolo-
gist emerged as the defender of this new
way of life which was often challenged by
representatives of the Roman/Greek culture.

The Christian apologist was called to
defend and interpret the teachings and prac-
tices of the Christian community. To pro-
vide the Church with qualified apologists,
catachetical centers were established.

The catachetical schools of Alexandria
and Antioch are perhaps two of the most
famous which produced both catechists for
the Christian community as well as apolo-
gists for the broader societal context.

Christian education of children during
this period remained the duty of parents.
This was in keeping with the Judaic practice
of providing moral admonition to the young
through the family unit.

Like today, however, children were also
trained in the predominant secular philoso-
phies and disciplines of classical Hellenistic
culture. Numerous Church Fathers were
concerned about the effects that such secu-
lar learning would have on the young.

In summary, Catechetical education
during the first five centuries of the Chris-
tian Church was found primarily through the
family, community and worship service of
the Church. As the institution of the
Catechumenate gradually vanished, due to
the decrease in the number of adult con-
verts, infant baptism prevailed as the nor-
mative initiation into the faith community.

There is no evidence to suggest, how-
ever, that any formal religious education ex-
isted for children after baptism. Adult spiri-
tual formation remained as the educational
focus.

The Rev. Dr. Marangos is director of
the Archdiocese Department of Religious
Education

Historical Background of Religious Educaion
The Early Years

Return to: Office of Admissions, 50 Goddard Ave. Brookline MA 02146

Name: _________________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________

City: ______________________ State: _________ Zip: __________

Phone: _____________________________________________________

Discover the Tradition

 HOLY CROSS
Discover

GREEK ORTHODOX
SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY

Sixty years ago the Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese founded a school in the United
States to train qualified young men for the
priesthood. They wanted to guarantee that the
treasures of Orthodoxy and lofty ideals of
Hellenism would be insured by well-trained
leaders.

Much has changed since 1937, but Holy
Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology
continues to serve the Church by educating
future clergy and lay ministers. Under the
leadership of quality professors, students learn
the rich history of the Orthodox Church, they
explore the depths of its theology, and they
struggle to make these things a living reality
in an America on the threshold of a new
millennium.

Perhaps the Holy Spirit is moving you to
prepare for the priesthood. Or maybe your calling is to serve the Church in lay
ministry. Whatever your personal aspirations might be, Holy Cross can help you
reach your goals. Over one hundred women and men are currently studying to
bring Greek Orthodoxy to a new generation. Join them and discover the tradition.
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MILWAUKEE, Wis. �A non-profit

charitable corporation has been founded by
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Labros of Milwaukee
to provide assistance to needy Orthodox
Christians in the state.

Known as Orthodox Christian Charities
of Wisconsin, Inc., the organization will pro-
vide short-term assistance to Orthodox
Christians with an immediate need situation
who have been identified by clergy in their
respective churches.

This assistance will include grants to
those who have suffered catastrophic events.

The intent and hope of the charity�s
founders is to reach out in the spirit of Jesus
Christ to all Orthodox Christians, irrespec-
tive of ethnicity or church affiliation.

Mr. and Mrs. Labros have made an ini-
tial contribution of $100,000 to  establish
the charity. The immediate goal is to raise
$1 million for a permanent fund. Additional
sums will be raised through annual fund-
raising and charitable donations.

The charity is incorporated under the
auspices of the Clergy Syndesmos. Fr. James
Dokos of Annunciation Church serves as
president.

A board of directors consists of mem-
bers from various Orthodox parishes in
Wisconsin, with Mr. Labros as chairman.
The corporation, whose offices are located
in Brookfield, plans to be operational within
the next three months. (see photo at right)

There are nearly 90,000 Orthodox
Christians in Wisconsin.

Orthodox Charity
Founded in Wisconsin

ORANGE, Conn. � St. Barbara Church
recently awarded 10 scholarships totaling
more than $10,700.

More than 200 persons attended the
awards dinner held in New Haven in sup-
port the event.

Recipients of this year�s scholarships
are: Paul Ballas, Victoria Bellou, Maria An-
drea Constantinidi, Andrea Goodrich,
Antonios Iosifidis, Sophia Iosifidis, Michael
Losh, Kristen Lott, George Parsenios, George
Pavlou. The Scholarship Committee was
chaired by Dr. Evangelos Hadjimichael, dean
of the School of Engineering at Fairfield Uni-
versity.

Parish Awards $10,000
in Scholarships

MERRRILLVILLE, Ind. � Goyans of Sts.
Constantine and Helen Cathedral recently
hosted a presentation of the Chicago Dio-
cese �Bishop�s Task Force On Aids� made to adults
and young people in northwestern Indiana.

Representing the �Task Force� was  the
Very Rev. Archimandrite Demetri Kan-
tzavelos, coordinator and Diocese chancel-
lor. Along with Fr. Demetri was Angelique
Mountanas of Hellenic Family Social Ser-
vices, also a Task Force member.

The presentation included a video high-
lighting the extensive Task Force coverage
by local news stations, and another video,
�A Family Like Ours,� produced by the
Bishop�s Task Force and hosted by actor
John Stamos. It told the story of a Greek
Orthodox family from Pennsylvania whose
son died from AIDS.

Fr. Demetri also led the audience in a
very moving icebreaker that allowed each
guest to understand fully the implications

Goyans Sponsor AIDS Presentation
of contracting AIDS and its consequences.
He presented the latest statistics in a man-
ner that showed how this disease affects not
only the lives of those afflicted but all people
including Greek Orthodox Christians.

�A Family Like Ours� was shown last
spring at the youth group�s Teen Orthodox
Life Bible Study/discussion group and its
powerful effect prompted the Goyans to
become more active in the AIDS awareness
effort. They donated $250 along with extend-
ing the invitation to the Task Force for the
presentation.

Through an appeal to the community
at large, an additional $300 was raised for
the AIDS ministry.

For more information on the �Bishop�s
Task Force On AIDS� please call the Very
Rev. Fr. Demetri Kantzavelos at the Greek
Orthodox Diocese of Chicago (312) 337-
4130. All calls are confidential and strictly
held in private.

PALOS HILLS, Ill., � Sts. Constantine
and Helen Church has several successful
programs aimed at drawing more participa-
tion in parish life by young people.

The Joy Basketball program is as unique
as it is successful with more than 130 youth,
ages 7-13, participating. Boys and girls come
together in fellowship to share their God-
given athletic abilities on the court. Games
are held every Saturday from 10 a.m.-1 p.m.

The league games continue through the
new year and commence with a champion-
ship game, all-star game and dinner/award
ceremony on Saturday Feb. 20.

The Young Adults of Sts. Constantine
and Helen have began a new effort in re-
building the YAL program and ministry. The
need for a vibrant and active Young Adult
Program is vital to all our communities to-
day. Thus the Young Adults of Sts. Constantine
& Helen have taken on the challenge to re-
main active in the church despite their
strenuous and time consuming schedules.

Meetings take place at the church with
dinner and discussion following. theologi-
cal topics and issues serve as the basis for
discussions and an active community ser-
vice program is being initiated.

Illinois Parish Offers Youth Many Programs
Sts. Constantine and Helen features

GOYA Nite Live, the organization�s weekly
meeting on Monday nights to plan upcom-
ing events, discuss aspects of the Church
and the Church calendar, and to participate
in activities and games.

On every other Tuesday, an Orthodox
Life discussion group called �His Place�
meets. It is within this discussion group
where we delve deeper into the Bible and
theological issues.

The group takes part in local food pan-
tries and other community service pro-
grams. Along with these services is a
monthly activity. November�s activity is a
Hay Ride followed by a campfire.

The parish�s Folk Dance Troupe has
started a new and exciting year. Young
people learn dances from many different
parts of Greece and the islands.

Parish officials include Fr. Byron
Papanikolaou, pastor, and Fr. Nicholas W.
Jonas, presbyter; Peter Lagen, parish coun-
cil president; and Chris Avramopoulos and
Tom De Medeiros, pastoral assistants.

For more information contact the
church office or Mr. Avramopoulos at (708)
974-3400.

CHICAGO � The Greek Women�s Uni-
versity Club will hold its 11th annual music
competition April 17 at the Chicago Cultural
Center.

The event is open to anyone of Greek
descent ages 20-29. Winners will receive a
$1,000 award.

For applications, contact Anna Moreno,
2074 W. Pratt Blvd., Chicago, IL 60645.
Applications must be returned with an au-
dition tape.

More information: Ms. Moreno (773)
338-0346, Nancy Canellis (708) 425-5267,
or Irene Vosnos (773) 774-2463.

GWUC Sponsoring
Music Competition

GOYANS OF Sts. Constantine and Helen Cathedral with Fr. Demetri Kantzavelos. (L. to R.)
Fr. James L. Greanias, associate pastor; Maria Papamihalakis, President Sevia Vazanellis;
Steve Tsahas, Nick Vlanos, Andreas Spanos and Fr. Theodore Poteres.

SEATTLE � A dedicated group of
Greek-Americans took the first step toward
promoting the study of modern Greece at
the University of Washington.

The group, the Hellenes of the North-
west, presented checks totaling $80,000 to
the University of Washington to create the
Hellenic Studies Endowment Fund. The fund
will establish Hellenic studies -the study of
modern Greek- as an interdisciplinary area
of emphasis within UW�s Jackson School of
International Studies.

�In its course offerings and other pro-
grams, the UW prominently features the
two other major forces in the southern
Balkans/Northeastern Mediterranean sea -

Hellenic Studies at University of Washington
the Slavic and Turkish cultures,� says
Theodore Kaltsounis, UW professor of edu-
cation and a Hellenes of the Northwest
board member. �The University also has
extensive offerings on ancient Greece. But
there have been no courses or other pro-
grams concerning modern Greece, the only
member of the European Union in that re-
gion. We feel that adding modern Greek
studies to the curriculum will complete the
study of that region and create a more bal-
anced approach.�

For information on contributing to the
Hellenic Studies Endowment Fund, contact
John T. John, president of Hellenes of the
Northwest, at (206) 340-9613.

GRAND OPENING
Archbishop Spyridon recently traveled to St. Demetrios Church in Union, N.J., to celebrate
the grand opening of the parish�s new community center. He was joined by several
parish and Archdiocese officials as he blessed the cake for the event.

MR. AND MRS. Lambros with members of the Wisconsin Orthodox Charities organizing
committee.
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 ÐÁÔÑÉÁÑ×ÉÊÇ ÁÐÏÄÅÉÎÉÓ ÅÐÉ ÔÏÉÓ ×ÑÉÓÔÏÕÃÅÍÍÏÉÓ

ðáíôß ồ~ù ðëçñþìáôé ồçò [ Åêêëçóßáò ÷Üñéí, { Åëåïò êáß Å�éñÞíçí
ðáñÜ ôï̀õ [åí ÂçèëåÝì ãåííçèÝíôïò óùồçñïò ×ñéóôï̀õ

«×ñéóôüò ãåíí`áôáé, äïîÜóáôå»!

] Ï ×ñéóôüò ]ï ÈåÜíèñùðïò ãåíí̀áôáé êáß ]ï ìåë~ùäüò ðñïôñÝðåé ]çì̀áò ðÜíôáò
íÜ äïîÜóùìåí ôüí Èåüí.

Ï�é ðÜíôåò, âåâáßùò, á[õèïñìÞôùò äïîÜæïìåí, äéÜ ôÞí ìåãÜëçí ÷áñÜí êáß
ôü èá̀õìá ồçò äçìéïõñãßáò, ôü ]ïðï¡éïí å®éíáé ]ç ãÝííçóéò íÝáò æù̀çò, íÝïõ [áíèñþðïõ^
]ç óõíÝ÷éóéò ô`çò öõóéê`çò ]õðÜñîåùò ôï`õ [áíèñùðßíïõ ãÝíïõò.

[ ÁëëÜ óÞìåñïí äÝí ÷áéñüìåèá êáß äÝí äïîÜæïìåí }åíåêá ìé̀áò ]áðë̀çò öõóéềçò
ãåííÞóåùò. ÓÞìåñïí {å÷ïìåí ôÞí ãÝííçóéí ôï̀õ Óùồçñïò ]çì̀ùí êáß ôÞí ]õðåñöõóéêÞí
[áíÜðëáóéí ôï̀õ [áíèñùðßíïõ ãÝíïõò.

] Ç ] ÁãíÞ ÐáñèÝíïò [áíáäåéêíýåôáé êáß êáèßóôáôáé Èåïôüêïò. ÄéÜ ôï`õ Õ�éï`õ
á[õô`çò óþæåôáé ôü [áíèñþðéíïí ãÝíïò, ðñáãìáôïðïéå¡éôáé ôü [áð� á�é`ùíïò
êåêñõììÝíïí ìõóôÞñéïí. [ Åíóáñêï`õôáé ]ï Ëüãïò äéÜ ôï`õ ]ïðïßïõ ôÜ ðÜíôá
[åäçìéïõñãÞèçóáí ]õðü ôï`õ Èåï`õ êáß èåï`õôáé ]ï {áíèñùðïò ÷Üñéí ôï`õ ]ïðïßïõ ôÜ
óýìðáíôá [åäçìéïõñãÞèçóáí.

] Ï {áíèñùðïò [åðëÜóèç êáô� å�éêüíá êáß êáè� ]ïìïßùóéí ôï`õ Äçìéïõñãï`õ ôïõ,
ìÝ ôüí ôåëéêüí êáß [áðþôåñïí óêïðüí íÜ [áîéùè~`ç ô`çò [áöÜôïõ ÷áñ`áò íÜ èåùè~`ç
[áöï`õ ðñüôåñïí ãåííÞó~ç {ï÷é ]áðëï`õí {áíèñùðïí, [áëëÜ Èåüí [åíáíèñùðÞóáíôá.

ÔÞí [åêðëÞñùóéí á[õôï̀õ ]åïñôÜæïìåí óÞìåñïí.
«×ñéóôüò ãåíí`áôáé, äïîÜóáôå»!
] Ç Èåïôüêïò ãåíí~`á ôüí ÈåÜíèñùðïí, ]õðáíôÞóáôå!
] Ç Èåïôüêïò, {áíèñùðïò êáß êáèáñþôáôïò íáüò ôï`õ Èåï`õ, [áîéï`õôáé, {åíåêá

ô`çò êáèáñüôçôïò êáß ô`çò ôáðåéíþóåùò á[õô`çò, íÜ [åíóáñêþó~ç ôÞí ðñïóäïêßáí
}ïëçò ồçò [áíèñùðüôçôïò, íÜ ãåííÞó~ç {ï÷é [åêëåêôüí ôÝêíïí {ç èåïöüñïí ðñïöÞôçí,
[áëëÜ ôüí ÈåÜíèñùðïí Êýñéïí.

Å�éò ôü Óýìâïëïí ô`çò Ðßóôåùò ]ïìïëïãï`õìåí  ðßóôéí «å�éò }åíá Êýñéïí [ Éçóï`õí
×ñéóôüí, ôüí Õ�éüí ôï`õ  Èåï`õ ôüí ìïíïãåí`ç, ôüí [åê ôï`õ Ðáôñüò ãåííçèÝíôá ðñü
ðÜíôùí ô`ùí á�éþíùí».

Êáß óÞìåñïí {å÷ïìåí ôÞí ÷áñìüóõíïí {åêðëçîéí. ] Ï ðñïáéþíéïò Õ�éüò êáß
Ëüãïò ôï`õ Èåï`õ ôßêôåôáé [åí ÷ñüí~ù ]ùò [åíáíèñùðÞóáò Èåüò, ]õðü ô`çò Ðáíáãßáò
Á[õôï`õ Ìçôñüò.

ÓÞìåñïí ]ç [áíèñùðüôçò äÝí êáôáóêåõÜæåé äéÜ ÷åéñ`ùí {ç ëïãéóì`ùí èíçô`ùí
]ïìïßùìá èåüôçôïò, [áëëÜ ]ç ÐáñèÝíïò ôßêôåé äé� ] Áãßïõ Ðíåýìáôïò Èåüí Ëüãïí
óáñêùèÝíôá.

×ñéóôüò ãåíí`áôáé äéÜ ô`çò ÐáñèÝíïõ êáß Èåïôüêïõ, äïîÜóáôå!
Äé� á[õồçò ồçò èáõìáóồçò ãåííÞóåùò äýíáôáé êÜèå {áíèñùðïò íÜ ãßí~ç ìÝôï÷ïò

ô`çò èåßáò äüîçò, íÜ æÞó~ç ôÞí ÷áñÜí {ï÷é ]ùò ]áðë`çí øõ÷ïëïãéêÞí å[õöïñßáí {ç
ðñüóêáéñïí [áãáëëßáóéí, [áëëÜ ]ùò äýíáìéí ï[õñÜíéïí, ]ç ]ïðïßá íéê~á̀ ôüí èÜíáôïí.

ÊÜèå {áíèñùðïò, [åìðíåüìåíïò êáß êáèïäçãïýìåíïò [áðü ôÞí äéáãùãÞí ô`çò
ÐáñèÝíïõ êáß ìéìïýìåíïò ôÞí ôáðåßíùóéí êáß ôÞí {áêñáí ]õðáêïÞí ôçò å�éò ôü

èÝëçìá ôï̀õ Èåï̀õ, äýíáôáé íÜ ]çóõ÷Üó~ç [åóùôåñéềùò [åê ôï̀õ ðïëÝìïõ ồùí ëïãéóì̀ùí,
íÜ öèÜó~ç å�éò ôÞí [áíÜðáõóéí ôï`õ ðíåýìáôïò, íÜ [áíáãåííçè~`ç {áíùèåí êáß íÜ ªéä~ç
ãåííùìÝíçí {åóùèåí á[õôï`õ ôÞí á�éþíéïí [åí ×ñéóô~`ù æùÞí êáß ÷áñÜí.

Á[õôü ì̀áò äéáâåâáéï¡é ìåôÜ ðáññçóßáò ]ïëüêëçñïò ]ç ÐáñÜäïóéò ồçò [ Åêêëçóßáò
êáß ]ç ðå¡éñá ô`ùí ]áãßùí êáß ]ïóßùí [áóêçô`ùí ìáò.

] Ç æùÞ ]åêÜóôïõ ]çì̀ùí å®éíáé {áóêçóéò êáß [áãþí, ðïíôïðïñßá å�éò ôü ðÝëáãïò
ôï̀õ âßïõ, ìÝ ôåëéêüí óêïðüí êáß [åëðßäá íÜ êáôáëÞîùìåí å�éò ôüí å{õäéïí êáß
ðÜìöùôïí ëéìÝíá ồçò [áãÜðçò ôï̀õ Èåï̀õ, ]ç ]ïðïßá ãåíí~á̀ ôÞí ðñüò Á[õôüí äïîïëïãßáí.

«×ñéóôüò ãåíí`áôáé, äïîÜóáôå»!
Ãåíí`áôáé ]ï Èåüò ]ùò èåÜíèñùðïò. Öáíåñï`õôáé ]ç äüîá Ôïõ å�éò ôïýò

[áíèñþðïõò. Ðëçñï¡é ]ïëüêëçñïí ôüí {áíèñùðïí ]ç èåßá å[õäïêßá. Êáß [áíáâëýæåé
á[õèüñìçôïò {åóùèåí ]ç {áðáõóôïò äïîïëïãßá ðñüò ôüí ]õðåñÜãáèïí Èåüí äéÜ
ôÞí {áêñáí Á[õôï`õ óõãêáôÜâáóéí.

Á[õôÞ ]ç å[õ÷áñéóôéáêÞ äïîïëïãßá êáèáßñåé ôüí {áíèñùðïí. Öùôßæåé ôüí íï`õí
ôïõ. Êáß ôï`õ [áðïêáëýðôåé ôü ãåãïíüò, }ïôé ]ï Èåüò êáëÜ ëßáí [åðïßçóå êáß ðïéå¡é
ôÜ ðÜíôá. Á[õôü ðïëëáðëáóéÜæåé ôÞí ]áãßáí å[õöñïóýíçí ]çì`ùí êáß ìåôáôñÝðåé
ôÞí æùÞí ôï`õ [áíèñþðïõ å�éò ðáñÜäåéóïí. ÔÜ ðÜíôá å�éò ôÞí æùÞí ôï`õ ðéóôï`õ
[áðïäåéêíýïíôáé á�éôßá á�éùíßïõ æù`çò êáß äïîïëïãßáò.

] Ï } Áãéïò [ ÉùÜííçò ]ï ×ñõóüóôïìïò, ôï`õ ]ïðïßïõ ]ç ÷éëéïóôÞ ]åîáêïóéïóôÞ
[åðÝôåéïò [áðü ô`çò [áíáññÞóåùò å�éò ôüí ðÜíóåðôïí êáß ìáñôõñéêüí Èñüíïí ô`çò
Êùíóôáíôéíïõðüëåùò óõìðßðôåé êáôÜ ôü ôñÝ÷ïí {åôïò, [áðïôåëå¡é öùôåéíüí
ðáñÜäåéãìá.

Ôü ôÝëïò ô`çò æù`çò ôïõ |çôï ]ç öáíÝñùóéò ô`çò [áåíÜïõ äïîïëïãßáò, ]ç [ïðïßá
[áíÝâñõåí [åê ô`çò êáñäßáò ôïõ.

Ðïñåõüìåíïò å�éò ìáêñÜí êáß ôñá÷å¡éáí [åîïñßáí, êáè� ]ïäüí [åôåëåßùóå ôÞí
ðáíáãßáí ôïõ æùÞí, ðñïöÝñùí ]ùò ôåëåõôáßáí ÷ñõóïóôüìåéïí öñÜóéí ôü: «Äüîá
ô~`ù Èå~`ù ðÜíôùí }åíåêåí».

[ Áãáðçôïß [åí Êõñß~ù [áäåëöïß êáß ôÝêíá ðåöéëçìÝíá,
«×ñéóôüò ãåíí`áôáé, äïîÜóáôå»!
ÄïîÜóáôå [åêôåí`ùò êáß [áäéáëåßðôùò, äéüôé \çëèå êáß èÜ ðáñáìÝí~ç ìåè� ]çì`ùí

]ï [ ÅììáíïõÞë. \ Çëèå êáé ìÝíåé ìåè� ]çì`ùí ]ç äüîá ô`çò èåüôçôïò, ]ç ðáñÜêëçóéò
ôï`õ Ðíåýìáôïò, ]ç èÝñìç ô`çò èåßáò óôïñã`çò.

ÄéÜ ôï`õôï [åî }ïëçò ]çì`ùí ô`çò êáñäßáò å[õ÷üìåèá }ïðùò, äéÜ ðñåóâåé`ùí ô`çò
] Õðåñáãßáò Äåóðïßíçò ]çì`ùí Èåïôüêïõ êáß [áåéðáñèÝíïõ Ìáñßáò êáß ôï`õ [åí
] Áãßïéò Ðáôñüò [çì`ùí [ ÉùÜííïõ [ Áñ÷éåðéóêüðïõ Êùíóôáíôéíïõðüëåùò ôï`õ
×ñõóïóôüìïõ, ëÜâùìåí ï�é ðÜíôåò äýíáìéí [åê ô`çò [áêåíþôïõ ÷Üñéôïò ô`ùí
×ñéóôïõãÝííùí, äéÜ íÜ æÞóùìåí èåáñÝóôùò ]ïëüêëçñïí ôÞí æùÞí ]çì`ùí, }ùóôå
íÜ ãåííçè~ç̀ êáß {åóùèåí ]çì̀ùí ]ç ðçãáßá êáß [áôåëåýôçôïò ðñüò ôüí Èåüí äïîïëïãßá,
]ùò ðñüãåõóéò ô`çò ìåëëïýóçò æù`çò êáß âáóéëåßáò, ôÞí ]ïðïßáí åªéèå íÜ ÷áñßó~ç å�éò
ðÜíôáò ]ï äé� ]çì`áò ôïýò [áíèñþðïõò êáß äéÜ ôÞí ]çìåôÝñáí óùôçñßáí óáñêùèåßò
Èåüò Ëüãïò. Á[õôï`õ ôü {áðåéñïí {åëåïò åªéç ìåôÜ ðÜíôùí ]õì`ùí. [ ÁìÞí.
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ÿ ] Ï Êùíóôáíôéíïõðüëåùò
äéÜðõñïò ðñüò Èåüí å[õ÷Ýôçò ðÜíôùí ]õì`ùí

Ôï ðëÞñùìá ôçò Åêêëçóßáò óôïí Áñ÷éåðßóêïðï: <Å�éò ÐïëëÜ { Åôç ÄÝóðïôá>
ÍÅÁ ÕÏÑÊÇ.-¸êäçëç êáé ðçãáßá

áãÜðç ðñïò ôï ðñüóùðï ôïõ Áñ÷éåðé-
óêüðïõ Óðõñßäùíïò, êáé óèåíáñÞ õðï-
óôÞñéîç ðñïò ôï Ýñãï ðïõ åðéôåëåß
åîÝöñáóå ôï ðëÞñùìá ôçò Åêêëçóßáò ìáò,
ìå ôçí åõêáéñßá ôùí ïíïìáóôçñßùí ôïõ
ÓåâáóìéïôÜôïõ.

Ïé åêäçëþóåéò Üñ÷éóáí ìå Ðáíçãõ-
ñéêü Áñ÷éåñáôéêü Åóðåñéíü óôïí É. Íáü ôïõ
Áãßïõ Óðõñßäùíïò ôïõ ÏõÜóéãêôïí ×Üúôò
óôï Ìáí÷Üôáí, ðïõ åß÷å êáôáêëõóôåß áðü
êüóìï. ÐáñåõñÝèçóáí ï Ìçôñïðïëßôçò
ÓáñÜíôá Åêêëçóéþí ê. Óßëáò, ï Ìçôñï-
ðïëßôçò Áìéóóïý Íéêüëáïò ôçò Êáñðáèï-
ñùóéêÞò Ïñèüäïîçò ÅðéóêïðÞò ÁìåñéêÞò,
åêðñïóùðþíôáò ôçí SCOBA, ï Ìçôñï-
ðïëßôçò ÔõÜíùí ÐáÀóéïò, çãïýìåíïò ôçò
Ðáôñéáñ÷éêÞò ÓôáõñïðçãéáêÞò ÌïíÞò ôçò
Áãßáò ÅéñÞíçò ×ñõóïâáëÜíôïõ, ï Åðßóêï-
ðïò Ìåëüçò Öéëüèåïò, ï Åðßóêïðïò
Áðáìåßáò ÂéêÝíôéïò, ï Åðßóêïðïò ÎÜíèïõ
ÄçìÞôñéïò êáé ï Åðßóêïðïò ÊïìÜíùí
Ãåþñãéïò. Ï êëÞñïò ôçò åõñýôåñçò
ðåñéï÷Þò Ýêáíå áéóèçôÞ ôçí ðáñïõóßá ôïõ
öôÜíïíôáò ôïí åíôõðùóéáêü áñéèìü ôùí
ðåíÞíôá éåñÝùí êáé äéáêüíùí ðïõ ðáñá-
êïëïýèçóáí ôïí åóðåñéíü êáé ôçí Áñ÷éåñá-

÷þñïõò ôçò Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò, ãéá íá
åõ÷çèïýí óôïí Áñ÷éåðßóêïðï «åéò ðïëëÜ
Ýôç», íá ëÜâïõí ôçí åõëïãßá ôïõ êáé íá
åêäçëþóïõí ôçí áãÜðç êáé ôï óåâáóìü
ôïõò.

Óå áäéá÷þñçôï ôåëÝóôçêå äïîïëïãßá
óôï ðáñåêêëÞóéï ôçò Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò,
ìåôÜ ôï ôÝëïò ôçò ïðïßáò áðçýèõíáí
÷áéñåôéóìïýò êáé åõ÷Ýò, ï Óåâ. Ìçôñï-
ðïëßôçò ÔõÜíùí ÐáÀóéïò, ï Ãåíéêüò
Ðñüîåíïò ôçò ÅëëÜäïò óôçí ÍÝá Õüñêç ê.
×áñÜëáìðïò ÌÜíåóçò, ï ïðïßïò äéÜâáóå
êáé åõ÷åôÞñéï ìÞíõìá ôïõ ÐñïÝäñïõ ôçò
ÅëëçíéêÞò Äçìïêñáôßáò ê. ÊùóôÞ Óôåöá-
íüðïõëïõ, êáé ï Ãåíéêüò Ðñüîåíïò ôçò
Êýðñïõ ê. ÐáíôåëÞò ÇëéÜäçò. ×áéñå-
ôéóìïýò åðßóçò áðçýèõíáí ï ê. Ôæïí
Êáôóéìáôßäçò, ðñüåäñïò ôïõ Áñ÷éåðé-
óêïðéêïý Óõìâïõëßïõ, ç ê. Åýá ÊïíôÜêç,
ðñüåäñïò ôçò ÅèíéêÞò Öéëïðôþ÷ïõ, êáé
äßäá ÄÝóðïéíá Íôßíá, åê ìÝñïõò ôçò
Íåïëáßáò.

Áêïëïýèçóå äåîßùóç óå ìéÜ ãéïñôá-
óôéêÞ áôìüóöáéñá, ðïõ áíôç÷ïýóå áðü
ôéò ðáéäéêÝò öùíÝò ôùí ó÷ïëéêþí ÷ïñù-
äéþí ðïõ ôñáãïõäïýóáí ÷ñéóôïõãåí-
íéÜôéêá êÜëáíôá.

ôéêÞ Èåßá Ëåéôïõñãßá ôçò åðïìÝíçò
åêöñÜæïíôáò ôçí áãÜðç êáé áöïóßùóÞ
ôïõò óôïí Óåâáóìéüôáôï.

ÁíÞìåñá ôïõ Áãßïõ Óðõñßäùíïò êáé
ìåôÜ ôçí Áñ÷éåñáôéêÞ Èåßá Ëåéôïõñãßá,
åêáôïíôÜäåò ðéóôïß êáôÝêëõóáí ôïõò

(öùô. Äçì. ÐáíÜãïò)
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ôïõ êáè. Ãåùñãßïõ ÌðåìðÞ

Ï ê. Ãåþñãéïò Ó. ÌðåìðÞò åßíáé êáèçãçôÞò
Ðáôñïëïãßáò,óôçí ÈåïëïãéêÞ Ó÷ïëÞ ôïõ Ôéìßïõ Óôáõñïý,
ôçò É. Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò ÁìåñéêÞò.

Ç ÃÅÍÍÇÓÇ ÔÏÕ ×ÑÉÓÔÏÕ

Ì å áõôüí ôïí åðéãñáììáôéêü óôïß÷ï, ï
õìíùäüò ôçò Åêêëçóßáò ìáò åêöñÜæåé ôçí
áðåñßãñáðôç ÷áñÜ ôïõ ëáïý ôïõ Èåïý ãéá

ôçí ãÝííçóç ôïõ Êõñßïõ óôïí êüóìï áõôüí. «Åõöñáß-
íåóèå äßêáéïé, ïõñáíïß áãáëëéÜóèå, óêéñôÞóáôå ôá üñç,
×ñéóôïý ãåííçèÝíôïò...» óõìðëçñþíåé óôïõò Áßíïõò ï
¢ãéïò ÁíäñÝáò ï Éåñïëõìßôçò. (7ïò áéþíáò) Óå Üëëï ýìíï
ï éåñüò õìíùäüò ðáíçãõñßæåé ôçí ÃÝííçóç ôïõ ×ñéóôïý
ìå ôéò åîÞò èáõìÜóéåò ðïéçôéêÝò åêöñÜóåéò. «Áò
áãÜëëåôáé ï ïõñáíüò, áò åõöñáßíåôáé ç ãç, äéüôé åôÝ÷èç

ÁÍÁÃÅÍÍÇÓÇ ÔÏÕ ÁÍÈÑÙÐÏÕ
«ÅðåóêÝøáôï çìÜò, åî ýøïõò ï ÓùôÞñ çìþí...»

åðß ãçò, ï Áìíüò ôïõ Èåïý, ï ïðïßïò ðáñÝ÷åé óôïí
êüóìïí ôçí áðïëýôñùóéí...» Ôá Üãéá áõôÜ áéóèÞìáôá
÷áñÜò êáé áããáëßáóçò ôá äéáôõðþíåé ðÜíóïöá ï Üãéïò
Ãñçãüñéïò ï Èåïëüãïò, ï ïðïßïò ãñÜöåé óôïí ðåñßöçìï
ëüãï ôïõ ãéá ôá Üãéá ÈåïöÜíåéá, üôé ìå ôçí ÃÝííçóç
ôïõ ×ñéóôïý ðñáãìáôïðïéÞèçêå «ç åìÞ ôåëåßùóéò êáé
áíÜðëáóéò, êáé ðñüò ôïí ðñþôïí ÁäÜì åðÜíïäïò». Ï
ßäéïò ìåãÜëïò ÐáôÝñáò ôçò Åêêëçóßáò ìáò óôïí ßäéïí
ëüãï ôïõ óõìâïõëåýåé üëïõò ìáò íá ãéïñôÜæïõìå ôá
×ñéóôïýãåííá êáé ôá ÈåïöÜíåéá ìáæß ü÷é ðáíçãõñéêÜ,
ü÷é êïóìéêÜ, áëëÜ «èåúêþò êáé õðåñêïóìßùò», äéüôé ç
ðáãêüóìéá áõôÞ ãéïñôÞ äåí åßíáé áðëþò ãéïñôÞ ôçò
«ðëÜóåùò, áëëÜ ôçò áíáðëÜóåùò». Ôçí Ýíôïíç áõôÞ
åìðåéñßá ôçò Åêêëçóßáò ìáò, ôçí åìðåéñßá ôçò
áíáãÝííçóçò, ôçò áðïëýôñùóçò êáé ôçò óùôçñßáò ôçí
åêöñÜæåé ï Ìïíá÷üò ÉùÜííçò üôáí ãñÜöåé «ÅõöñÜí-
èçôé ÉåñïõóáëÞì êáé ðáíçãõñßóáôå ðÜíôåò, ïé
áãáðþíôåò Óéþí». Äéüôé, óõíå÷ßæåé ï éåñüò ðïéçôÞò
ëýèçêå ï ÷ñüíéïò, ï äéá÷ñïíéêüò äåóìüò ðïõ åß÷å
áé÷ìáëùôßóåé ôçí áíèñþðéíç öýóç ìå ôçí ðôþóç ôïõ
ÁäÜì. Ôþñá Üíïéîå ï ðáñÜäåéóïò, ï üöéò êáôáñãÞèçêå
ç ÌçôÝñá ôïõ ×ñéóôïý ãßíåôáé ç íÝá Åýá äéÜ ôçò ïðïßáò
åðÝñ÷åôáé ðëÞñçò èåñáðåßá óôï áíèñþðéíï ãÝíïò. Áò
óêéñôÞóåé êáé áò ÷ïñÝøåé, ôþñá, ïëüêëçñç ç êôßóç,  äéüôé
ï ×ñéóôüò ãåííÞèçêå ãéá íá áíáêáëÝóåé êïíôÜ ôïõ üëç
ôçí áíèñùðüôçôá êáé íá óþóåé ôéò øõ÷Ýò üëùí ìáò.

Ïé ¢ãéïé ÐáôÝñåò ôçò Åêêëçóßáò, ïé ïðïßïé
ìåëÝôçóáí êáé åñìÞíåõóáí èåïëïãéêÜ êáé èåïðñåðþò
ôá áãéïãñáöéêÜ êåßìåíá, êáèþò êáé ïé óåìíïß õìíùäïß

ôçò Èåßáò Ëáôñåßáò ìáò ìÝíïõí Ýêèáìâïé ìðñïóôÜ óôï
óõãêëïíéóôéêü ìõóôÞñéï ôçò ÃÝííçóçò ôïõ Êõñßïõ. «ÌÝãá
êáé ðáñÜäïîïí èáýìá, ôåôÝëåóôáé óÞìåñïí», áíáöùíåß
ï éåñüò õìíùäüò ôïõ Åóðåñéíïý ôùí ×ñéóôïõãÝííùí.

Áõôü åßíáé ôï ìåãáëýôåñï èáýìá áð� üëá ôá
èáýìáôá óõìöùíåß êáé ï Üãéïò ÉùÜííçò ï Äáìáóêçíüò
óôçí ðåñßöçìç ïìéëßá óôçí ÃÝííçóç ôïõ ×ñéóôïý (Êåö.
10). Åßíáé ôï «êáéíüí» èáýìá, ôï êáéíïýñãéï èáýìá
óõìðëçñþíåé ï Üãéïò áõôüò ÐáôÝñáò ôçò Åêêëçóßáò Þ
áêüìç «Üðáí ôï ìõóôÞñéïí ôçò ïéêïíïìßáò» (Êåö. 12).
Ôï èáýìá áõôü êáé ôï ìõóôÞñéï ôçò áðïëýôñùóçò êáé
áíáêáßíéóçò ôïõ áíèñþðïõ ôï ðåñéãñÜöåé ìå áðÝñéôôç,
áëëÜ óõíôáñáêôéêÞ öñÜóç ï ÅõáããåëéóôÞò Ìáôèáßïò,
«...áõôüò ãÜñ óþóåé ôïí ëáüí áõôïý áðü ôùí áìáñôþí
áõôþí...» (1,21). Óõìðëçñþíåé ï ðåñéãñáöéêüò Åõáã-
ãåëéóôÞò ËïõêÜò, ìå ôçí ðáíåõöñüóõíç áããåëßá ôïõ
ÁããÝëïõ ðñïò ôïõ ðïéìÝíåò, «...ìç öïâåßóèå, éäïý ãÜñ
åõáããåëßæïìáé õìßí ÷áñÜí ìåãÜëçí, Þôéò Ýóôáé ðáíôß ôù
ëáþ, üôé åôÝ÷èç õìßí óÞìåñïí óùôÞñ, üò Ýóôé ×ñéóôüò
Êýñéïò...» (1,10-11).

Ô ï ßäéï ðáãêüóìéï ÷áñìüóõíï ìÞíõìá ôçò
ÃÝííçóçò ôïõ Êõñßïõ ôï åîáããÝëåé êáé ï
çñùéêüò Áðüóôïëïò Ðáýëïò üôáí ãñÜöåé ðñïò

ôïõ Åöåóßïõò, «ÁëëÜ ôþñá äéÜ ôïõ Éçóïý ×ñéóôïý, óåßò
ðïõ êÜðïôå Þóáóôå ìáêñéÜ Þñèáôå ðëçóßïí äéÜ ôïõ
áßìáôïò ôïõ ×ñéóôïý. Äéüôé áõôüò åßíáé ç åéñÞíç ìáò, ï
ïðïßïò óõíÞíùóå ôá äýï ìÝñç êáé êáôÝññéøå ôïí
ìåóüôïé÷ïí ôïõ öñáãìïý, äçëáäÞ ôçí Ý÷èñáí, êáôáñ-
ãÞóáò äéÜ ôçò óáñêüò ôïõ ôïí íüìïí ôùí åíôïëþí... äéÜ
íá äçìéïõñãÞóåé åéò ôïí åáõôüí ôïõ, áðü ôá äýï ìÝñç,
Ýíá íÝïí Üíèñùðïí êáé íá öÝñåé åéñÞíçí êáé íá
óõìöéëéþóåé ìå ôïí Èåüí êáé ôá äýï ìÝñç åéò Ýíá óþìá
äéÜ ôïõ óôáõñïý...» (13-16).

Êéíïýìåíïé êáé åìðíåüìåíïé ïé Üãéïé ÐáôÝñåò ôçò
Åêêëçóßáò ìáò áðü ôçí ðÜíóåðôç áõôÞ áãéïãñáöéêÞ
éóôïñßá íéþèïõí ôçí âáèéÜ áðÞ÷çóç ôçò ÃÝííçóçò ôïõ
×ñéóôïý óôçí æùÞ êáé óôçí æùÞ üëçò ôçò áíèñùðüôçôáò.
Ãé� áõôü ï ÌÝãáò Âáóßëåéïò áðïêáëåß ôá ×ñéóôïýãåííá
«ãåíÝèëéïí çìÝñá ôçò áíèñùðüôçôïò». Ôá óðÜñãáíá
óôçí ÃÝííçóç ôïõ ×ñéóôïý åßíáé ç åëðßäá ìïõ áõôü åßíáé
ç æùÞ ìïõ, áíáöùíåß ìå êáôáöáíÞ ôçí óõãêßíçóç ï Üãéïò
ÉùÜííçò ï ×ñõóüóôïìïò. ÁõôÜ óÝñíù ìáæß ìïõ, êáé ìå

Ðñïò ôïõò Éåñáôéêþò Ðñïú-
óôáìÝíïõò, ôïõò ÐñïÝäñïõò
ôùí Åëëçíïñèïäüîùí Êïéíï-
ôÞôùí, ôïõò Ìïíá÷ïýò êáé
ôÜò Ìïíá÷Üò, ôá ÄéïéêçôéêÜ
Óõìâïýëéá ôùí Öéëïðôþ÷ùí
ÁäåëöïôÞôùí, ôïõò ÍÝïõò êáé
ôéò ÍåÜíéäåò, êáé ðñïò üëïõò

ôïõò åõóåâåßò ×ñéóôéáíïýò ôçò
ÉåñÜò Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò ÁìåñéêÞò

ÔÝêíá åí ×ñéóôþ ãåííçèÝíôé ðñïóöéëÝóôáôá,
<¼ôé ðáéäßïí åãåííÞèç çìßí, õéüò êáé åäüèç çìßí,

ïõ ç áñ÷Þ åãåíÞèç åðß ôïõ þìïõ áõôïý, êáé êáëåßôáé
ôï üíïìá áõôïý ìåãÜëçò âïõëÞò Üããåëïò, èáõìáóôüò
óýìâïõëïò, Èåüò éó÷õñüò, åîïõóéáóôÞò, Üñ÷ùí
åéñÞíçò> (Çó. 9, 6)

ÖôÜóáìå êáé ðÜëé óôç ìåãÜëç êáé åõöñüóõíç ãéïñôÞ
ôçò êáôÜ óÜñêá ãåííÞóåùò ôïõ Êõñßïõ ìáò Éçóïý
×ñéóôïý. Ôç öåããïâüëá áõôÞ íý÷ôá ï Õéüò ôïõ Èåïý êáé
ÓùôÞñáò ôïõ êüóìïõ ãåííÞèçêå ùò õéüò ôçò ÐáñèÝíïõ
Ìáñßáò. Ôçí éåñÞ áõôÞ íý÷ôá ðëçñþèçêáí ïé ëüãïé ôïõ
ÐñïöÞôç ÇóáÀá: <üôé ðáéäßïí åãåíÞèç çìßí, õéüò êáé åäüèç
çìßí> ( Çó. 9, 6). Ôï Ðáéäßïí áõôü <åóêÞíùóåí åí çìßí>
ãéá íá ìáò öÝñåé ôï ÷áñìüóõíï Üããåëìá, ôï ÅõáããÝëéï
ôïõ áåßñïïõ åëÝïõò êáé ôçò áÝíáçò áãÜðçò ôïõ Èåïý,
ôç äùñåÜ ôçò áéþíéáò æùÞò.

Áðü ôçí ðñþôç óôéãìÞ ôçò åðßãåéáò æùÞò Ôïõ, ôï
Ðáéäßïí ×ñéóôüò ãßíåôáé öïñåýò ÷áñìïóýíùí ìçíõìÜôùí,
ìéëþíôáò ìáò äéÜ ìÝóïõ ôùí ãåãïíüôùí êáé ôùí
áíèñþðùí ðïý ðåñéâÜëëïõí ôçí èáõìáóôÞ åíóÜñêùóÞ
Ôïõ. Ôß ìáò ëÝåé ìÝóá áðü üëá áõôÜ; Ìáò åðáíáëáìâÜíåé
ôïõò ßäéïõò ëüãïõò ðïý áðçýèõíå ôüóåò öïñÝò óôïõò
ìáèçôÝò Ôïõ: <ìÞ öïâåßóèå> (Ìáôè. 14, 27 - ÌÜñê. 6,
50 - ÉùÜí. 6, 20 êôë).

ÌÝóù ôïõ Áñ÷áããÝëïõ ÃáâñéÞë ðïõ åõáããåëßóèçêå
ôç ãÝííçóÞ Ôïõ óôçí Ðáíáãßá Èåïôüêï, ï ×ñéóôüò åßðå:

ôçí åíßó÷õóç ðïõ ðáßñíù, ôñáãïõäþ ìáæß ìå ôïõò
áããÝëïõò, Äüîá åí õøßóôïéò Èåþ êáé ìáæß ìå ôïõò
ðïéìÝíåò, Êáé åðß ãÞò åéñÞíç åí áíèñþðïéò åõäïêßá...Êáé
ï Üãéïò ÌÜîéìïò ï ÏìïëïãçôÞò óõìðëçñþíåé üôé «ôçò
Èåßáò ÅíóÜñêùóçò âëÝðïõìå ôçí óõãêáôÜâáóç ôïõ
Èåïý ãéá ôïí Üíèñùðï êáé ôáõôü÷ñïíá ôçí �áíÜâáóç�
ôïõ áíèñþðïõ ðñïò ôïí Èåü, ðñïò ôçí èÝùóç>.

Á ëëÜ ç ÃÝííçóç ôïõ ×ñéóôïý äåí áðïôåëåß
áðëþò Ýíá éóôïñéêü ãåãïíüò ðïõ ôï
ãéïñôÜæïõìå êÜèå ÷ñüíï ôçí 25ç Äåêåì-

âñßïõ. ÊÜèå Üëëï. Óýìöùíá ìå ôï Ïñèüäïîï öñüíçìá
êáé Þèïò ôá ×ñéóôïýãåííá îåðåñíïýí ôéò óôéãìéáßåò
÷áñÝò ìéáò çìåñÞóéáò ãéïñôÞò. Áíôßèåôá ãéá ìáò êÜèå
ìÝñá åßíáé ×ñéóôïýãåííá, êÜèå ìÝñá ãéïñôÜæïõìå ôçí
ÃÝííçóç ôïõ ×ñéóôïý ìÝóá óôçí ðáíßåñç êáé ïëüöùôç
æùÞ ôçò Åêêëçóßáò êáé ìå ôçí ðñïóùðéêÞ æåóôáóéÜ
êáé ôï èÜìâïò êáé ôçí ðÜëëïõóá áðü ðßóôç êáñäéÜ
ìáò. Óôçí éåñÜ Ðñüèåóç óå êÜèå Íáü ìáò óôçí ïðïßá
åéêïíßæåôáé ç ÃÝííçóç ôïõ ×ñéóôïý, ìÝóá óôçí
Åõ÷áñéóôçñéáêÞ ôÝëåóç êáé ôåëåßùóç, ìå ôá óêéñôÞìáôá
êáé ôá âéþìáôá ôçò øõ÷Þò æïýìå áõôÞ ôáýôç ôçí
ÃÝííçóç ôïõ ×ñéóôïý ìáò. Ï óýã÷ñïíïò Üãéïò,
Èåüêëçôïò ÄéïíõóÜôçò óõìðëçñþíåé, «ÁëçèéíÜ ëïéðüí
ôá ×ñéóôïýãåííá åðéôåëïýí, êáôÜ ôñüðïí ïõóéáóôéêüí
êáé ðíåõìáôéêüí, üóïé áéóèÜíïíôáé óôéò êáñäéÝò ôïõò
ôçí ÃÝííçóç ôïõ Êõñßïõ Éçóïý. Áëßìïíï üìùò ó�åêåßíïõò
ðïõ ðåñéìÝíïõí ôçí 25ç ôïõ Äåêåìâñßïõ ãéá íá
óõíåéäçôïðïéÞóïõí ôçí ÓÜñêùóç ôïõ Èåïý Ëüãïõ.
ÁëëÜ åßôå êëçôïß åßìåèá, åßôå åêëåêôïß -Êýñéïò ïßäå- óáí
Ïñèüäïîïé ÷ñéóôéáíïß Ý÷ïõìå, ìå ôçí ÷Üñç êáé ôï Ýëåïò
ôïõ ×ñéóôïý, åíóùìáôùèåß óôçí áãßáí Åêêëçóßáí Ôïõ,
ðïõ åßíáé ïíôïëïãéêÜ êáé ðñáãìáôéêÜ áõôü ôïýôï ôï
èåáíèñþðéíï Óþìá ôïõ Éçóïý ×ñéóôïý».

¸óôé ëïéðüí, «Äåýôå ßäùìå ðéóôïß ðïõ åãåííÞèç ï
×ñéóôüò... Äéüôé Þëèåí ç ðñïóäïêßá ôùí åèíþí, Þëèåí,
Ýóùóåí çìÜò, åê ôçò äïõëåßáò ôïõ å÷èñïý>. <Ï ×ñéóôüò
ãåííÜôáé äïîÜóáôå...>

<ìÞ öïâïý>! (Ëïõê. 1, 30). ÌÝóù ôïõ áããÝëïõ ðïõ <êáô�
üíáñ> óõìâïýëåøå ôïí äßêáéï ÉùóÞö, ï ×ñéóôüò åßðå: <ìÞ
öïâçèÞò>! (Ìáôè. 1, 20). ÌÝóù ôïõ ÁããÝëïõ Êõñßïõ ðïõ
áíÞããåéëå ôç ÃÝííçóÞ Ôïõ óôïõò ðïéìÝíåò, ï ×ñéóôüò åßðå:
<ìÞ öïâåßóèå>! (Ëïõê. 2, 10).

Ñß÷íïíôáò ìéÜ ìáôéÜ óôçí åîáßóéá åéêüíá ôçò
ÃåííÞóåùò, âëÝðïõìå ìéÜí óêçíÞ åéñçíéêÞò ðñïóêýíçóçò
ôïõ Õéïý ôïõ Èåïý. ÂëÝðïõìå ìéÜ ëáôñåßá ÷ùñßò áãùíßá.
ÂëÝðïõìå Ýíá äÝïò ÷ùñßò öüâï. Êé áõôü, ãéáôß åêåß ðïõ
õðÜñ÷åé áãÜðç, äåí ìðïñåß íá õðÜñ÷åé öüâïò, áöïý ç
<ôåëåßá áãÜðç Ýîù âÜëëåé ôüí öüâïí> ( ÉùÜí. Á� 4, 18).

ÂëÝðïõìå ôïõò áðëïýò ðïéìÝíåò ðïõ ïýôå öïâÞ-
èçêáí ïýôå äßóôáóáí íá áöÞóïõí ôç ðïßìíç ôïõò, áëëÜ
ðñïóÝôñåîáí ôÜ÷éóôá óôïí ôüðï, üðïõ <ïý Þí êåßìåíïí
ôï Ðáéäßïí> ×ñéóôüò.

ÂëÝðïõìå ôïõò ÌÜãïõò áðü Áíáôïëþí, ðïõ ïýôå
öïâÞèçêáí ïýôå äßóôáóáí íá áöÞóïõí ôéò ìáêñéíÝò ôïõò
÷þñåò, áëë[  áíÝëáâáí ìáêñÜ êáé åðßðïíç ðïñåßá ãéá íá
öÝñïõí ôá ðïëýôéìÜ ôïõò äþñá óôïí íåïãÝííçôï
âáóéëÝá.

ÂëÝðïõìå ôïí áóôÝñá ôçò ÂçèëåÝì ðïõ, áøçöþíôáò
áêüìá êáé ôïõò íüìïõò ôçò öýóçò åãêáôÝëåéøå ôçí áðü
áéþíåò êáèïñéóìÝíç ôñï÷éÜ ôïõ, ðñïêåéìÝíïõ íá ïäçãÞóåé
ïëüêëçñç ôçí áíèñùðüôçôá óôï ôáðåéíü óðÞëáéï, üðïõ
åß÷å ãåííçèåß ï Ìåóóßáò.

ÂëÝðïõìå áêüìç óôïí ôáðåéíü óôÜâëï ôá Üëïãá æþá
ðïõ êáëùóüñéóáí ôïí ôùí ðÜíôùí Äçìéïõñãü óôï óðßôé
ôïõò, ÷ùñßò íá öáíåñþóïõí êáíÝíá öüâï ãéá ôïõò
Üãíùóôïõò åðéóêÝðôåò êáé ôá ðáñÜäïîá ðïõ äéáäñáìá-
ôßæïíôáí ïëüãõñÜ ôïõò. Êáé ôï ìéêñüôåñï áêüìá ôìÞìá
ôçò éåñÞò áõôÞò åéêüíáò ìáò ìåôáäßäåé ôï ÷áñìüóõíï
Üããåëìá: <×ñéóôüò ãåííÜôáé>! <ìÞ öïâåßóèå>  <÷áßñåôå>.

ÔÝêíá ðíåõìáôéêÜ, åðéðüèçôá,
Óôåêüìáóôå ó[  Ýíá óçìáíôéêü, üóï êáé ðåñßåñãï,

óôáõñïäñüìé ôïõ ÷ñüíïõ. Óýíôïìá, ï êüóìïò èá öèÜóåé
óôï ôÝëïò ôçò äåýôåñçò ÷éëéåôßáò ìåôÜ ôç ×ñéóôïý ÃÝííçóç
êáé ôçí áñ÷Þ ôçò ôñßôçò. Ãéá ðïëëïýò ç åðï÷Þ áõôÞ åßíáé

åðï÷Þ áíçóõ÷ßáò, åðï÷Þ áãùíßáò, åðï÷Þ öüâïõ ìåãÜëïõ.
ÐïôÝ ìÝ÷ñé ôþñá äåí õðÞñîå ôüóç áäçìïíßá íá
ãíùñßóïõìå ôï ìÝëëïí. ÐïôÝ ìÝ÷ñé ôþñá ïé êáôáäéêá-
óôéêÝò ðñïâëÝøåéò êáé ïé êåíÝò õðïó÷Ýóåéò ãéá ìéÜ íÝá
ïõôïðéêÞ ôÜîç ðñáãìÜôùí äåí âñÝèçêáí óå ôüóï óêëçñü
áíôáãùíéóìü óôç öáíôáóßá ôçò áíèñùðüôçôáò. Æïýìå
ó[  åðï÷Þ äéÜóðáñôçò áíáóöÜëåéáò, áðáéóéïäïîßáò êáé
öüâïõ. Êáé üìùò, ãé[  áõôïýò ðïõ ïìïëïãïýí ôïí Ëüãï
ðïõ <óÜñî åãÝíåôï>, ç åðï÷Þ ìáò åßíáé åðï÷Þ óõíå÷ïýò
åìðéóôïóýíçò, áéóéïäïîßáò êáé áãáëëßáóçò åí Êõñßù.

Ôï ìÞíõìá ôçò ÅíóÜñêùóçò åßíáé êáé óÞìåñá ôüóï
åðßêáéñï, üóï Þôáí êáé ãéá üóïõò Ýæçóáí ðñßí äýï
÷éëéÜäåò ÷ñüíéá: <ÌÞ öïâåßóèå>^ <÷áßñåôå>. Óå ìÝñåò
áìöéâïëßáò êáé áðüãíùóçò, ç áëÞèåéá ôïõ Åõáããåëßïõ
åîáêïëïõèåß óôáèåñÜ íá ðëçñïß ôïí ëáü ôïõ Èåïý ìå
åëðßäá êáé ÷áñÜ. Äéüôé ãíùñßæïõìå, üôé Áõôüò ðïõ ôá
ðÜíôá êõâåñíÜ, ãåííÞèçêå óÜí Ýíáò áðü ìáò, ãéá íá
åðùìéóèåß ôá ðñïâëÞìáôÜ ìáò, ãéá íá óõììåñéóèåß ôá
âÜóáíá êáé ôéò èëßøåéò ìáò, ãéá íá Üñåé ôéò áìáñôßåò ôïõ
êüóìïõ, ãéá íá ìáò áíõøþóåé óå íÝá æùÞ êáé ãéá íá ìáò
ðëçñþóåé ìå áãÜðç, ÷áñÜ, åëðßäá, ðßóôç êáé êÜèå äùñåÜ
ôïõ Áãßïõ Ôïõ Ðíåýìáôïò.

¸ôóé, ãéá ôçí Åêêëçóßá, èá ðëçñùèåß ôï üñáìá ôïõ
ðñïöÞôç Æá÷áñßá <×áßñå óöüäñá, èýãáôåñ Óéþí,
êÞñõóóå èýãáôåñ ÉåñïõóáëÞì! Éäïý ï Âáóéëåýò óïõ
Ýñ÷åôáß óïé äßêáéïò êáé óþæùí áõôüò> (Æá÷. 9, 9).

Ç åéñÞíç, ç åõäïêßá êáé ç ÷áñÜ ôùí ×ñéóôïõãÝííùí
íá óõíïäåýïõí üëïõò óáò, ôþñá êáé ðÜíôïôå.

<×ñéóôüò ãåííÜôáé^ äïîÜóáôå>!

×ñéóôïýãåííá ôïõ 1998

Ìå ðïëëÞ ðáôñéêÞ åí Êõñßù áãÜðç,
Ï ÁÑ×ÉÅÐÉÓÊÏÐÏÓ

Áñ÷éåðéóêïðéêÞ Åãêýêëéïò ôùí ×ñéóôïõãÝííùí
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<Ðñþôï âÞìá>, ãéá ôçí
åðáíáëåéôïõñãßá ôçò ×Üëêçò

ÍÅÁ ÕÏÑÊÇ. � Ôçí éêáíïðïßçóÞ ôïõ
ãéá ôçí áíÜêëçóç ôçò áðüöáóçò êáèáß-
ñåóçò ôçò ÅöïñåõôéêÞò ÅðéôñïðÞò ôçò
ÈåïëïãéêÞò Ó÷ïëÞò ôçò ×Üëêçò, áðü ôéò
ôïõñêéêÝò áñ÷Ýò åîÝöñáóå ï Óåâ. Áñ÷éåðß-
óêïðïò ÁìåñéêÞò. Óôç äÞëùóÞ óôá ìÝóá
åíçìÝñùóçò -ç ïðïßá êáé áêïëïõèåß- ï
Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò ôüíéóå üôé ç É. Áñ÷éåðéóêï-
ðÞ èá óõíå÷ßóåé ôéò åðáöÝò êáé ôéò
ðñïóðÜèåéÝò ôçò, ìå áðþôåñï óêïðü ôçí
åðáíáëåéôïõñãßá ôçò ×Üëêçò.

<Ìüëéò ðëçñïöïñçèÞêáìå áð� ôï
Õðïõñãåßï Åîùôåñéêþí ôçò ÁìåñéêÞò êáé
óõãêåêñéìÝíá ðñéí äýï þñåò áð� ôïí
Õöõðïõñãü Åîùôåñéêþí ãéá ÅõñùðáúêÜ
ÈÝìáôá ê. Ìáñê Ãêñüóìáí, êáèþò êáé
áðü ôï Ïéêïõìåíéêü ìáò Ðáôñéáñ÷åßï, üôé
ïé ÔïõñêéêÝò Áñ÷Ýò áíáêÜëåóáí ôçí
ðñüóöáôç äõóìåíÞ ôïõò áðüöáóç
ó÷åôéêÜ ìå ôçí Åöïñåßá ôçò É. ÈåïëïãéêÞò
Ó÷ïëÞò ôçò ×Üëêçò.

Ç áíÜêëçóç ôçò äõóìåíïýò áõôÞò
áðüöáóçò áðïôåëåß áóöáëþò áöïñìÞ
÷áñÜò ãéá üëï ôïí ïñèüäïîï êüóìï êáé
éäéáßôåñá ãéá ìáò ôïõò ¸ëëçíåò Ïñèïäü-
îïõò åäþ, áëëÜ êáé åõñýôåñá.

Ç É. Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞ ÁìåñéêÞò, üðùò
åßíáé ðïëý öõóéêü, äïêéìÜæåé éäéáßôåñç
üëùò ÷áñÜ ðïõ ìå ôçí Üìåóç áíôßäñáóÞ
ôçò ó� üëá ôá åðßðåäá ìðüñåóå íá
óõìâÜëëåé êé áõôÞ óôçí åðßôåõîç ôïõ
èåôéêïý áõôïý áðïôåëÝóìáôïò. Åßìáé
âÝâáéïò, üôé ïëüêëçñïò åäþ ï Åëëçíïñ-
èüäïîïò ëáüò ìáò ðïõ, ùò ãíùóôü,
åðéäåéêíýåé éäéáßôåñç åõáéóèçóßá ãéá èÝìáôá
èñçóêåõôéêÞò åëåõèåñßáò êáé ãåíéêüôåñá
áíèñùðßíùí äéêáéùìÜôùí. ÷áéñåôßæåé ì�
åíèïõóéáóìü ôçí áíÜêëçóç ôçò áðüöáóçò
ôùí Ôïõñêéêþí Áñ÷þí êáé óõììåôÝ÷åé
ïëüèåñìá óôç ìåãÜëç ÷áñÜ ðïõ äïêéìÜæåé
óÞìåñá ç Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞ ôïõ.

¹èåëá ìå ôçí åõêáéñßá áõôÞ íá
åõ÷áñéóôÞóù üëïõò üóïé áð� ôç ðëåõñÜ
ìáò óõíÝâáëáí óôçí åðßôåõîç ôïõ èåôéêïý
áõôïý áðïôåëÝóìáôïò: êáé ðñþôá ðñþôá
ôï Ëåõêü Ïßêï ì� åðéêåöáëÞò ôïí Ðñüåäñï
ôùí ÇíùìÝíùí Ðïëéôåéþí ê. Ìðßë Êëßíôïí
ðïõ êáôÜ êáéñïýò åðÝäåéîå ãíÞóéï åíäéá-
öÝñïí ãéá ôï èÝìá ôçò ÈåïëïãéêÞò Ó÷ïëÞò

×Üëêçò, ôï Õðïõñãåßï Åîùôåñéêþí ôçò
ÁìåñéêÞò êáé éäéáßôåñá ôïí Õöõðïõñãü
Åîùôåñéêþí ãéá ÅõñùðáúêÝò ÕðïèÝóåéò ê.
Ìáñê Ãêñüóìáí ðïõ, ìå ôç âïÞèåéÜ ôïõ
Áìåñéêáíïý ÐñÝóâç óôçí ¢ãêõñá ê. Ìáñê
ÐÝñéò, ÷åéñßóèçêå ðñïóùðéêÜ, ìå áìÝñé-
óôï åíäéáöÝñïí êáé ìåãÜëç åõáéóèçóßá, ôï
üëï èÝìá.

Åõ÷áñéóôßåò ïöåßëïíôáé åðßóçò êáé
óôïõò äéåèíåßò êáé Üëëïõò ïñãáíéóìïýò,
êáèþò êáé óôéò Üëëåò ÷ñéóôéáíéêÝò Åêêëç-
óßåò êáé Ïìïëïãßåò, ôïõò ïñèüäïîïõò
ÉåñÜñ÷åò ôçò ÁìåñéêÞò êáé ôïõò Ìçôñïðï-
ëßôåò ôçò É. Åðáñ÷éáêÞò Óõíüäïõ ôçò
Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò ÁìåñéêÞò, ãéá ôç ÷ñÞóéìç
óõìðáñÜóôáóÞ ôïõò óôï èÝìá áõôü.

Èá� ôáí ðáñÜëåéøç, áí äåí áðåõèý-
íáìå êé Ýíá ëüãï åõ÷áñéóôßáò óôéò Ôïõñêé-
êÝò ÐïëéôéêÝò Áñ÷Ýò ãéá ôç óõíåñãáóßá êáé
ôçí êáôáíüçóÞ ôïõò óôçí óõãêåêñéìÝíç
áõôÞ ðåñßðôùóç ôçò åðßëõóçò ôïõ
èÝìáôïò ôçò Åöïñåßáò ôçò ÈåïëïãéêÞò
Ó÷ïëÞò.

Äåí õðÜñ÷åé áìöéâïëßá, üôé ç áíÜê-
ëçóç ôçò áðüöáóçò ôùí Ôïõñêéêþí
Áñ÷þí ãéá ôçí Åöïñåßá ôçò ÈåïëïãéêÞò
Ó÷ïëÞò áðïôåëåß Ýíá ðñþôï èåôéêü âÞìá
óôçí üëç ðñïóðÜèåéá åðßôåõîçò ôçò
åðáíáëåéôïõñãßáò ôçò ÈåïëïãéêÞò Ó÷ïëÞò
ðïõ, ùò ãíùóôü, áíáãêÜóèçêå õðü
áöüñçôåò ðéÝóåéò íá êëåßóåé ôéò èýñåò ôçò
åäþ êáé 25 ÷ñüíéá. Åý÷ïìáé ôï ðñþôï áõôü
èåôéêü âÞìá í� áðïôåëÝóåé ôçí áðáñ÷Þ
ìéáò èåôéêÞò åðáíèåùñÞóåùò ôïõ èÝìáôïò
ôçò åðáíáëåéôïõñãßáò ôçò ÈåïëïãéêÞò
Ó÷ïëÞò åê ìÝñïõò ôçò ÔïõñêéêÞò Çãåóßáò.
Ç åðáíáëåéôïõñãßá ôçò ÈåïëïãéêÞò
Ó÷ïëÞò áðïôåëåß ãéá ìáò èÝìá óåâáóìïý
ôçò èñçóêåõôéêÞò åëåõèåñßáò êáé ôùí
óôïé÷åéùäþí áíèñùðßíùí äéêáéùìÜôùí.
Êáé ç ÉåñÜ ìáò Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞ, ìáæß ìå üëï
ôïí Åëëçíïñèüäïîï ëáü ôçò, äåí ìðïñåß
íá ðáñáìåßíåé áäéÜöïñç, áëëÜ èá óõíå÷ß-
óåé ìå áìåßùôï åíäéáöÝñïí êáé ìå üëá ôá
ìÝóá ðïõ äéáèÝôåé íá áãñõðíåß êáé íá
êáôáâÜëëåé êÜèå ôßìéá ðñïóðÜèåéá, þóðïõ
íá åðéôåõ÷èåß ç äßêáéá åðáíáëåéôïõñãßá ôçò
éóôïñéêÞò ÈåïëïãéêÞò Ó÷ïëÞò ôçò ×Üëêçò,
ôïõ ðíåõìáôéêïý áõôïý öõôùñßïõ ôïõ
Ïéêïõìåíéêïý ìáò Ðáôñéáñ÷åßïõ>.

Ôçí áíáãêáéüôçôá ôçò åíüôçôáò ôùí
×ñéóôéáíþí êáé ôçí óõíáßóèçóç ôçò
âáñéÜò åõèýíçò ðñïò ôçí êáôåýèõíóç
áõôÞ ìå åðßðïíç êáé áäéÜêïðç ðñïóðÜ-
èåéá êáèþò êáé ôçí ùöåëéìüôçôá ôïõ
äéáëüãïõ ìåôáîý ôùí Åêêëçóéþí åðåóÞ-
ìáíå ï Ïéêïõìåíéêüò ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò Âáñèï-
ëïìáßïò êáôÜ ôçí ÈñïíéêÞ ãéïñôÞ ôçò
Åêêëçóßáò Êùíóôáíôéíïõðüëåùò.

Óôï ôÝëïò ôçò Èåßáò Ëåéôïõñãßáò
áíôçëëÜãçóáí ìåôáîý ôïõ ÐáôñéÜñ÷ïõ êáé
ôïõ Êáñäéíáëßïõ ðñïóöùíÞóåéò êáé
áíôéöùíÞóåéò êáé óôç óõíÝ÷åéá ï ÊáñäéíÜ-
ëéïò åðÝäùóå óôïí ÐáôñéÜñ÷ç ðñïóùðéêü
ìÞíõìá ôïõ ÐÜðá ÉùÜííç Ðáýëïõ ôïõ Â´.

Ï ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò Âáñèïëïìáßïò ìåôáîý
Üëëùí óôçí ïìéëßá ôïõ áíáöÝñèçêå óôï
öáéíüìåíï ôçò ðñïóðÜèåéáò áðïóðÜóåùò

Ç ÈñïíéêÞ ÃéïñôÞ ôïõ Ïéêïõìåíéêïý Ðáôñéáñ÷åßïõ

ÍÅÁ ÕÏÑÊÇ - Ôï Ñüíáëíô Ìáêíôüíáëíô ×Üïõò, ðïõ öéëïîåíåß êáñêéíïðáèÞ åëëçíüðïõëá,
åðéóêÝöèçêå ï Óåâ. Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò ÁìåñéêÞò êáé ãéá ðñþôç öïñÜ ôÝëåóå Èåßá Ëåéôïõñãßá
óôï ÷þñï öéëïîåíßáò ôïõò, äçìéïõñãþíôáò ìéá ãéïñôéíÞ áôìüóöáéñá ÷áñÜò êáé æåóôáóéÜò.

(öùô. Äçì. ÐáíÜãïò)

(öùô. Íéê. Ìáããßíáò)

ÍÅÁ ÕÏÑÊÇ - ÁíÞìåñá ôïõ Áãßïõ Óðõñßäùíïò, áíÜìåóá óôï ðëÞèïò êüóìïõ ðïõ
åðéóêÝöèçêáí êáé åõ÷Þèçêáí óôïí Óåâáóìéüôáôï, ïé ãåíéêïß ðñüîåíïé ôçò ÅëëÜäïò êáé
ôçò Êýðñïõ, ×áñÜëìðïò ÌÜíåóçò êáé ÐáíôåëÞò ÇëéÜäçò, ðïõ óôï óôéãìéüôõðï
ðåñéóôïé÷ßæïíôáé áðü ôïí Ìçôñïðïëßôç Áìéóóïý Íéêüëáï êáé ôïí Åðßóêïðï Ìåëüçò Öéëüèåï.

(öùô. Äçì. ÐáíÜãïò)

Ç çìÝñá ìíÞìçò ôïõ Áãßïõ ÁíäñÝá
ãéïñôÜóôçêå ìå ëáìðñüôçôá óôïí Ðáôñé-
áñ÷éêü Íáü ôïõ Áãßïõ Ãåùñãßïõ. Ôçò Èåßáò
Ëåéôïõñãßáò ðñïåîÞñ÷å ï ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò
Âáñèïëïìáßïò êáé Ýëáâáí ìÝñïò ÉåñÜñ÷åò
ôïõ Ïéêïõìåíéêïý Èñüíïõ. Áíôéðñïóùðåßá
ôçò Åêêëçóßáò ôçò Ñþìçò, ðáñïýóá üðùò
êÜèå ÷ñüíï õðü ôçí çãåóßá ôïõ Êáñäé-
íáëßïõ Ãïõßëéáì ÊÝëåñ Áñ÷éåðéóêüðïõ ôçò
Âáëôéìüñçò óôéò ÇíùìÝíåò Ðïëéôåßåò.

ðéóôþí áðü ôçí ìßá Åêêëçóßá êáé ðñïó-
áñôÞóåùò áõôþí óôçí Üëëç. Ãéá ôïí ëüãï
áõôü ï ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò ôüíéóå üôé: «ðñïóç-
ëõôéóôéêÜ ìïñöþìáôá åêêëçóéáóôéêþí
äñáóôçñéïôÞôùí êëçñïíïìçìÝíá áðü ôï
ðáñåëèüí, äåí äýíáíôáé íá áíáðôýó-
óïíôáé, ôç õðïóôçñßîåé ôçò ìßáò ôùí
äéáëåãïìÝíùí Åêêëçóéþí åéò âÜñïò ôçò
Üëëçò», êáé éäéáßôåñá ôáõôï÷ñüíùò, åíþ
äéåîÜãåôáé äéÜëïãïò ìåôáîý ôùí Åêêëçóéþí.
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TOP PROPERTIES is a private con-
cern and Mr. George S. Pipinos, its owner,
has earned, over the years, a reputation
for integrity and excellence in the world
of Real Estate in the Dodecanese.

At Top Properties we try hard to at-
tract important and selective investors:
high caliber businessmen/women and dis-
cerning professional people, both Greek
and foreign, who wish to acquire substan-
tial and valuable property on Rhodes.

We offer our expertise and advice pri-
vately, discreetly and in strict confidence.

We keep a comprehensive list of real
estate of the highest specification:

Ïäüò ÊÝííåíôõ 38,  ÑÏÄÏÓ 85100 � 38 Kennedy St., RHODES GR85100 GREECE
TEL.: (0241) 23895 � FAX: (0241) 20883

TOP PROPERTIES
GEORGIOS S. PIPINOS � ÃÅÙÑÃÉÏÓ Ó. ÐÉÐÉÍÏÓ

ÌÅÓÉÔÇÓ ÁÓÔÉÊÙÍ ÓÕÌÂÁÓÅÙÍ
REAL ESTATE AGENT � MEMBER OF F.I.A.B.C.I.

Ç �TOP PROPERTIES� åßíáé áôïìéêÞ åðé÷åßñçóç êáé áíÞêåé åî ïëïêëÞñïõ óôïí ê.
Ãåþñãéï Ó. Ðéðßíï, ðïõ áðü ôï 1971 áó÷ïëåßôáé áðïêëåéóôéêÜ êáé ìüíï ìå åðåíäýóåéò êáé
REAL ESTATE, óôï íçóß ôçò Ñüäïõ, êáèþò êáé óôçí åõñýôåñç ðåñéï÷Þ ôçò ÄùäåêáíÞóïõ.

ÁÐÅÕÈÕÍÏÌÁÓÔÅ: Óôïõò óïâáñïýò, áðáéôçôéêïýò êáé åðéëåêôéêïýò åðåíäõôÝò-
åðé÷åéñçìáôßåò- åëåýèåñïõò åðáããåëìáôßåò, ̧ ëëçíåò êáé îÝíïõò, õøçëïý åéóïäçìáôéêïý åðéðÝäïõ,
ðïõ åíäéáöÝñïíôáé íá êÜíïõí ìéá óïâáñÞ åðÝíäõóç ðñïâïëÞò óôï íçóß ôçò Ñüäïõ.

ÐÑÏÓÖÅÑÏÕÌÅ:  Á) Õðçñåóßåò êáé ðëçñïöïñßåò ðïõ ãßíïíôáé óå ðñïóùðéêü åðßðåäï
ìå å÷åìýèåéá, äéáêñéôéêüôçôá êáé óïâáñüôçôá.

Â) ÌåãÜëç ãêÜìá õøçëÞò ðïéüôçôáò áêéíÞôùí, üðùò: 1) Îåíïäï÷åßá Á� êáé Â� êáôçãïñßáò
ôùí 600-500-350-300 êëéíþí 2) ÊåíôñéêÜ áóôéêÜ áêßíçôá êáôÜëëçëá ãéá ÔñÜðåæåò -
êáôáóôÞìáôá-ãñáöåßá 3) ÐáñáëéáêÝò åêôÜóåéò, êáôÜëëçëåò ãéá ôïõñéóôéêÝò åðåíäýóåéò ôùí
150.000-100.000-70.000-50.000-36.000 ô.ì. êáé 4) Äéáìåñßóìáôá êáé ìåæïíÝôåò ðñïâïëÞò.

ÓÔÏ×ÏÓ ÌÁÓ ÅÉÍÁÉ: Íá ðñïóöÝñïõìå óôï áãïñáóôéêü ìáò êïéíü  õøçëÞò ðïéüôçôáò
áêßíçôá êáé åõêáéñßåò óôï íçóß ôçò Ñüäïõ. Ç åéêïóéðåíôáåôÞò êáé ðëÝïí ðåßñá ìáò óôïí ôïìÝá
áõôü áðïôåëåß åããýçóç.

ÓÕÍÈÇÌÁ ÌÁÓ ÅÉÍÁÉ:
Åðåíäýóôå óôç ÑÏÄÏ ÔÙÑÁ, óå áêßíçôá ðïõ ÁÍÔÅ×ÏÕÍ ÓÔÏ ×ÑÏÍÏ

Ãåþñãéïò Ó. Ðéðßíïò
ÌÅÓÉÔÇÓ ÁÓÔÉÊÙÍ ÓÕÌÂÁÓÅÙÍ

Ãéáôß åìåßò ãíùñßæïõìå êáëýôåñá!

a. A´ and B´ class hotels (600, 500, 350, 300 beds capacity).
b. Centrally situated office buildings and other business premises.
c. Seaside land, ideal for development (hotels, holiday resorts, etc.), of 150.000,

100.000, 70.000, 50.000, 36.000 sq.m.
d. Luxury apartments, maisonettes, detached, semi-detached and terraced houses.
Our aim is to give our clients the opportunity to acquire value for money, first class

real estate on Rhodes. Our 25-year-old experience in Real Estate is our warranty.
Our motto is: Invest in Rhodes. Invest in property. It stands the test of time.

TOP PROPERTIES and George S. Pipinos
Because we know better!

Ä Ä Ä

KKKKKontos Fontos Fontos Fontos Fontos Foodsoodsoodsoodsoods  famous for its POCKETPOCKETPOCKETPOCKETPOCKET-LESS-LESS-LESS-LESS-LESS     PITPITPITPITPITAAAAA,
is proud to present its original products once again.

BOX 628, PATERSON, NJ 07544
 � Fax: (973) 278-7943

KONTOS FOODS, INC � EVRIPIDES KONTOS, President

F i l l o
K a t a i f i

Delicious, traditional products made

offered to Communities, Or-
ganizations, Church festi-
vals and all other functions.

SPECIAL DISCOUNTS

Courteous Service � WE SHIP EVERYWHERE in the US & CANADA

S p a n a k o p i t a
T y r o p i t a

with the highest quality ingredients

    (973) 278-2800

Ðåíôáêüóéá ÷ñüíéá æùÞò ãéüñôáóå ç
ÅëëçíéêÞ Ïñèüäïîç Êïéíüôçôá ôçò Âåíå-
ôßáò, ðáñïõóßá ôïõ Ïéêïõìåíéêïý Ðáôñé-
Üñ÷ç Âáñèïëïìáßïõ êáé ôïõ ÐñïÝäñïõ
ôçò ÅëëçíéêÞò Äçìïêñáôßáò ÊùóôÞ
Óôåöáíüðïõëïõ.

Óôç Âåíåôßá âñßóêåôáé óÞìåñá ç Ýäñá
ôçò Ìçôñïðüëåùò Éôáëßáò ìå ðïéìåíÜñ÷ç
ôïí Óåâ. Ìçôñïðïëßôç ê. ÃåííÜäéï. Ç
åëëçíéêÞ êïéíüôçôá áñéèìåß ãýñù óôá 150
Üôïìá, åíþ óå ðåñéüäïõò áêìÞò Ýöèáíå
óôéò 5.000.

Ïñèïäüîùí ôçò ÉôáëéêÞò ×åñóïíÞóïõ.
¸êôïôå êáé ìÝ÷ñé ôï 1790 ï åêÜóôïôå
Ìçôñïðïëßôçò Öéëáäåëöåßáò åß÷å ôçí
Ýäñá ôïõ óôçí Âåíåôßá êáé Ýöåñå ôïí
ôßôëï «Ìçôñïðïëßôçò Öéëáäåëöåßáò êáé
Ðñüåäñïò Âåíåôßáò».

Ìçôñïðïëßôçò Öéëáäåëöåßáò äéåôÝ-
ëåóå êáé ï Ïéêïõìåíéêüò ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò
Âáñèïëïìáßïò áðü ôï 1973 Ýùò ôï 1990.
Ç Âåíåôßá êáé ï íáüò ôïõ Áãßïõ Ãåùñãßïõ
Ýãéíáí ç Ýäñá ôçò íÝáò Ìçôñïðüëåùò

500 ÷ñüíéá ãéüñôáóå ç Åëëçíïñèüäïîç Êïéíüôçôá Âåíåôßáò

Âåíåôßáò ðïõ éäñýèçêå áðü ôï Ïéêïõ-
ìåíéêü Ðáôñéáñ÷åßï ôï 1991. Ðñþôïò
Ìçôñïðïëßôçò äéåôÝëåóå ï óçìåñéíüò
Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò ÁìåñéêÞò ê. Óðõñßäùí, ï
ïðïßïò Ýèåóå ãåñÜ ôá èåìÝëéá ôçò
íåïóýóôáôçò Ìçôñïðüëåùò.

Ï Ìçôñïðïëßôçò Éôáëßáò ÃåííÜäéïò
õðïäÝ÷èçêå ìå åãêáñäéüôçôá ôïí Ïéêïõ-
ìåíéêü ÐáôñéÜñ÷ç, ôïí Ðñüåäñï ôçò
ÅëëçíéêÞò Äçìïêñáôßáò êáé ôïõò Üëëïõò
åðßóçìïõò ðñïóêåêëçìÝíïõò. Ï ê.
Óôåöáíüðïõëïò ðñïÝâç óôá áðïêáëõ-
ðôÞñéá éóôïñéêÞò ðëÜêáò ãéá ôç óõìðëÞ-
ñùóç ôùí 500 ÷ñüíùí ôçò êïéíüôçôáò.

Ôïí Ïéêïõìåíéêü ÐáôñéÜñ÷ç ê. Âáñ-
èïëïìáßï õðïäÝ÷èçêå óôïí Êáèåäñéêü
ôïõ Áãßïõ ÌÜñêïõ ï ÊáñäéíÜëéïò Âåíå-
ôßáò, ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò Marco Ce. Åðßóçìç
õðïäï÷Þ ôïõ Ïéêïõìåíéêïý ÐáôñéÜñ÷ç
êáé ôïõ ÐñïÝäñïõ ôçò ÅëëçíéêÞò Äçìï-
êñáôßáò Ýãéíå êáé áðü ôïí ÄÞìáñ÷ï ôçò
Âåíåôßáò, êáèçãçôÞ ÌÜóéìï ÊáôóéÜñé
ðïõ åßíáé ãíùóôüò ãéá ôá öéëåëëçíéêÜ ôïõ
áéóèÞìáôá.

Ï äÞìáñ÷ïò Ì. ÊáôóéÜñé áðåõèõ-
íüìåíïò óôïõò äýï õøçëïýò ðñïóêå-
êëçìÝíïõò ôïõ, óôï Äçìáñ÷åßï ôçò
Âåíåôßáò, ôüíéóå ôç óðïõäáéüôçôá ôïõ
Âõæáíôßïõ, ôçò Ïñèïäïîßáò êáé ôïõ
Åëëçíéóìïý óôï ðáñåëèüí êáé óôï ìÝëëïí
ôçò Âåíåôßáò, ôçò Åõñþðçò êáé ãåíéêü-
ôåñá ôçò Äýóçò. «Äåí èá õðÞñ÷å êáíÝíá
ß÷íïò ôùí èåìåëßùí ôïõ ðïëéôéóìïý ìáò
÷ùñßò ôç ìåãÜëç äéÜóùóç ðïõ ðñáãìá-
ôïðïßçóå ï åëëçíéêüò êáé ï âõæáíôéíüò
êüóìïò», åîÞãçóå ï äÞìáñ÷ïò ôçò Âåíå-
ôßáò, ôïíßæïíôáò üôé ç ðüëç ôïõ áðü ôá
âÜèç ôçò éóôïñßáò ôçò åßíáé óõíäåäåìÝíç
áíáðüóðáóôá ìå ôçí åëëçíéêÞ, ÷ñéóôéá-
íéêÞ, âõæáíôéíÞ áíáôïëÞ. Ç éóôïñßá ôçò

Âåíåôßáò, üðùò åßðå, åßíáé ìéá åëëçíïâõ-
æáíôéíÞ éóôïñßá, ãé� áõôü êáé äåí ãéïñôÜ-
æïõìå óÞìåñá ìüíï ç åëëçíéêÞ êïéíüôçôá
áëëÜ êáé ç Âåíåôßá.

Ï ê. Óôåöáíüðïõëïò åõ÷áñßóôçóå ôïí
äÞìáñ÷ï ôçò Âåíåôßáò, êáé ôüíéóå üôé äåí
åßìáóôå äýï êüóìïé áëëÜ Ýíáò. «Ï äéá÷ù-
ñéóìüò, åßðå, äçìéïõñãÞèçêå áðü ôï
ðåñßöçìï ó÷ßóìá ìåôáîý ôùí äýï åêêëç-
óéþí, áëëÜ -èá ìïõ åðéôñÝøåé ï Ðáíáãéü-
ôáôïò íá ðù- üôé ïñèüäïîïé êáé êáèïëéêïß
Ý÷ïõí åëÜ÷éóôåò äïãìáôéêÝò äéáöïñÝò».

Ï Ïéêïõìåíéêüò ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò áöïý
åõ÷áñßóôçóå ôïí ÄÞìáñ÷ï ãéá ôçí èåñìü-
ôáôç õðïäï÷Þ áíáöÝñèçêå óôéò ìáêñï-
÷ñüíéåò áãáèÝò ó÷Ýóåéò Êùíóôáíôé-
íïõðïëéôþí êáé ãåíéêÜ Åëëçíïñèïäüîùí
êáé Âåíåôþí. Ï ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò åîÝöñáóå
ôçí åõãíùìïóýíç ôïõ êáé ôéò åõ÷áñéóôßåò
ôïõ ðñïò ôçí Âåíåôßá ãéá ôçí óõìðáñÜ-
óôáóç ôçò ðüëåùò áõôÞò ðñïò ôçí
Åëëçíïñèüäïîç Êïéíüôçôá êáé ãéá ôçí
åýíïéá ôùí Âåíåôþí ðñïò ôïõò êáôáöõ-
ãüíôåò ¸ëëçíåò Ïñèïäüîïõò ìå áðïôÝ-
ëåóìá íá ìåãáëïõñãÞóåé êáé íá áíèÞóåé
ç Åëëçíïñèüäïîç Êïéíüôçôá.

«Áéóèáíüìåèá ïéêåßïé, åßðå ï Ðáíá-
ãéüôáôïò, äéüôé åêëåêôüí ôìÞìá ôïõ
éóôïñéêïý óþìáôïò ôïõ Ïéêïõìåíéêïý
Ðáôñéáñ÷åßïõ åãêáôåóôÜèç åéò ôïí ôüðïí
ôïýôïí êáé óõíÝâáëå ôá ìÝãéóôá åéò ôçí
äçìéïõñãéêÞí óõíåñãáóßáí ôùí ðíåõìá-
ôéêþí ðáñáäüóåùí ÁíáôïëÞò êáé Äý-
óåùò, ç ïðïßá äéçýñõíå ôïõò ïñßæïíôáò
ôùí ïõìáíéóôéêþí ôÜóåùí ôïõ íåùôÝñïõ
åõñùðáúêïý ðïëéôéóìïý».

Óôï âéâëßï Åðéóêåðôþí ôïõ Äçìáñ-
÷åßïõ ôçò Âåíåôßáò ï Ïéêïõìåíéêüò
ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò Âáñèïëïìáßïò óçìåßùóå ôï
ðíåýìá ôçò åðåôåßïõ êáé ôï ìÞíõìá ôçò
óõíÝ÷åéáò ôùí äýï ëáþí: «Åí ÷áñÜ êáé
óõãêßíçóç ðïëëÞ óõíåïñôÜæïìåí Éôáëïß
êáé ¸ëëçíåò ôçí 500çí åðÝôåéïí ôçò
Ïñèïäüîïõ ÅëëçíéêÞò Êïéíüôçôïò Âåíå-
ôßáò êáé áíáíÝïõìåí ôïõò ìåôáîý ôùí äýï
ëáþí ðáëáéïýò ðíåõìáôéêïýò äåóìïýò,
ùò êáé ôçí áðüöáóéí íá ôïõò óõíå÷ß-
óùìåí, åð� áãáèþ áìöïôÝñùí ôùí ëáþí
êáé üëçò ôçò Åõñþðçò».

Áðïêïñýöùìá ôùí åêäçëþóåùí
Þôáí ç Èåßá Ëåéôïõñãßá ðïõ ôåëÝóèçêå
ôçí ÊõñéáêÞ 15 Íïåìâñßïõ óôïí éóôïñéêü
íáü ôïõ Áãßïõ Ãåùñãßïõ ôùí ÅëëÞíùí,
ðñïåîÜñ÷ïíôïò ôïõ ÐáôñéÜñ÷ïõ Âáñèï-
ëïìáßïõ êáé ôç óõììåôï÷Þ Éåñáñ÷þí ôïõ
Ïéêïõìåíéêïý Èñüíïõ êáé ôçò Åêêëçóßáò
ôçò ÅëëÜäïò. Óõìðñïóåõ÷üìåíïé ðáñÝ-
óôçóáí ï ðñüåäñïò ôçò ÅëëçíéêÞò Äçìï-
êñáôßáò Ê. Óôåöáíüðïõëïò, ï áíáðëç-
ñùôÞò Õðïõñãüò Åîùôåñéêþí Ãåþñãéïò
ÐáðáíäñÝïõ, ïé ðñÝóâåéò ôçò ÅëëÜäáò
óôç Ñþìç êáé ôï Âáôéêáíü, Ðñüîåíïé,
Üëëïé äéðëùìÜôåò êáé åðßóçìïé.

Ï Ïéêïõìåíéêüò ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò ðñïóöùíåß ôïí ïéêïäåóðüôç, öéëÝëëçíá äÞìáñ÷ï ôçò
Âåíåôßáò ê. ÌÜóéìï ÊáôóéÜñé.     (öùô. Íéê. Ìáããßíáò)

ôïõ Néêüëáïõ Ìáããßíá

Óôá ðëáßóéá ôùí åïñôáóôéêþí åêäç-
ëþóåùí Ýãéíáí åðéóêÝøåéò êáé ïìéëßåò óôï
Éíóôéôïýôï Âõæáíôéíþí êáé Ìåôáâõ-
æáíôéíþí Åñåõíþí, êáé ðåñéÞãçóç óôï
Ìïõóåßï åéêüíùí êáé ÷åéñïãñÜöùí ôïõ
Éíóôéôïýôïõ. Óôï Ìçôñïðïëéôéêü Íáü
ôïõ Áãßïõ Ãåùñãßïõ ôùí ÅëëÞíùí ôçò
Âåíåôßáò Ýãéíáí áðü ôïí Ìçôñïðïëßôç
Öéëáäåëöåßáò Ìåëßôùíá, áðïêáëõ-
ðôÞñéá éóôïñéêÞò ðëáêÝôáò óôçí ìíÞìç
ôïõ Ìçôñïðïëßôç Öéëáäåëöåßáò. Ï
ðñþôïò åöçìÝñéïò, ôïõ íáïý ôïõ Áãßïõ
Ãåùñãßïõ Âåíåôßáò, ðïõ áðïðåñáôþèçêå
ôï 1573, Þôáí ï ð. ÃáâñéÞë ÓåâÞñïí ï
ïðïßïò üôáí åîåëÝ÷èåé áðü ôï Ïéêïõìå-
íéêü Ðáôñéáñ÷åßï Ìçôñïðïëßôçò Öéëá-
äåëöåßáò, æÞôçóå íá ìçí åãêáôáëåßøåé
ôçí Âåíåôßá. Ôï Ðáôñéáñ÷åßï äÝ÷èçêå êáé
÷ïñÞãçóå ôçí Üäåéá íá ðáñáìåßíåé,
áíáèÝôïíôÜò ôïõ ôçí äéáðïßìáíóç ôùí
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ÌÅÃÁËÅÓ ÅÐÉÔÕ×ÉÅÓ ÌÅ ÔÏÕÓ ÄÇÌÏÖÉËÅÓÔÅÑÏÕÓ ÊÁËËÉÔÅ×ÍÅÓ - BRAND NEW RELEASES - MOST POPULAR ARTISTS

ANT-1
SATELLITE

ERT
VIASATELLITE

1999  GENERAL CATALOG

When  in  New York, visit our  music  Superstore, with 6,000 ft of showroom, where
you will find any Greek Cassette, Compact Disc or Video on the Market. You  may
find all Greek music and Video  at unbelievably low prices. Our prices  are lower
than what  music sells in Greece.

In November we released our General 1999 catalog.
232 pages full of Greek music and video that is
available today in the Greek market.  Also available
now is our Christmas catalog with the hottest new
releases, Christmas music and a special section with
sales on Cd's and cassettes.  Great gifts for all music
lovers!

GREEK MUSIC &VIDEO

25-50 31st STREET, ASTORIA NY 11102 � FAX: 718-932-4911

TELTELTELTELTEL     718-932-8400 718-932-8400 718-932-8400 718-932-8400 718-932-8400 - - - - - CALL FREE:CALL FREE:CALL FREE:CALL FREE:CALL FREE:     800-473-3522800-473-3522800-473-3522800-473-3522800-473-3522 or  or  or  or  or 800-GREEK 22800-GREEK 22800-GREEK 22800-GREEK 22800-GREEK 22

Ôá èáõìÜóéá ðñïãñÜììáôá ôçò
ÅëëçíéêÞò Ñáäéïöùíßáò Ôçëåü-
ñáóçò (ÅÑÔ) Ýñ÷ïíôáé ìå ôï
äïñõöüñï ôïõ Direct TV óôéò
ÇÐÁ.

18 ÙÑÅÓ LIVE
24-ÙÑÅÓ ðñüãñáììá ìå üëåò ôá
øõ÷áãùãéêÜ êáé ìïñöùôéêÜ
ðñïãñÜììáôá ôçò ÅÑÔ.

×ÁÌÇËÅÓ ÔÉÌÅÓ
ÔÇËÅÖÙÍÇÓÔÅ ÔÙÑÁ

ÍÝá ðñïóöïñÜ ôçò ECHOSTAR
êáé åßíáé äýóêïëï íá ôçí áðïñ-
ñßøåôå.

ÄÙÑÅÁÍ
ôï ðéÜôï áí ðáñáããåßëåôå åíüò
÷ñüíïõ ðñïãñáììáôéóìü óôá
ÁìåñéêÜíéêá êáíÜëéá. Áí èÝëåôå
ìüíï ôïí ÁÍÔ-1 SATELLITE ôï
ðéÜôï îåêéíÜåé áðü ðïëý ÷áìçëÞ
ôéìÝò. $149 ìå ôï áðëü receiver.

ÌÏÍÁÄÉÊÇ ÅÕÊÁÉÑÉÁ
ÔÇËÅÖÙÍÇÓÔÅ ÔÙÑÁ

Ç ÐÇÃÇ ÐÏÕ ÔÁ Å×ÅÉ ÏËÁÇ ÐÇÃÇ ÐÏÕ ÔÁ Å×ÅÉ ÏËÁÇ ÐÇÃÇ ÐÏÕ ÔÁ Å×ÅÉ ÏËÁÇ ÐÇÃÇ ÐÏÕ ÔÁ Å×ÅÉ ÏËÁÇ ÐÇÃÇ ÐÏÕ ÔÁ Å×ÅÉ ÏËÁ

WE BRING IN A NEW DELIVERY OF GREEK MUSIC EVERY 2-3 WEEKS. PLEASE CALL AND ASKWE BRING IN A NEW DELIVERY OF GREEK MUSIC EVERY 2-3 WEEKS. PLEASE CALL AND ASKWE BRING IN A NEW DELIVERY OF GREEK MUSIC EVERY 2-3 WEEKS. PLEASE CALL AND ASKWE BRING IN A NEW DELIVERY OF GREEK MUSIC EVERY 2-3 WEEKS. PLEASE CALL AND ASKWE BRING IN A NEW DELIVERY OF GREEK MUSIC EVERY 2-3 WEEKS. PLEASE CALL AND ASK
FOR THE LATEST NEW RELEASES, EVEN IF YOU DON'T SEE THEM FOR THE LATEST NEW RELEASES, EVEN IF YOU DON'T SEE THEM FOR THE LATEST NEW RELEASES, EVEN IF YOU DON'T SEE THEM FOR THE LATEST NEW RELEASES, EVEN IF YOU DON'T SEE THEM FOR THE LATEST NEW RELEASES, EVEN IF YOU DON'T SEE THEM INININININ OUR ADVERTISMENTS. OUR ADVERTISMENTS. OUR ADVERTISMENTS. OUR ADVERTISMENTS. OUR ADVERTISMENTS.

Greek music and video make the best gifts for anyone who loves Greek Music.
It's the gift they will enjoy again and again.

To order please call toll free at 1800-GREEK-22 or 1800-473-3522

or you can fax your order at 718-932-4911 and receive 3% off you order!

Celebrate the Holidays

with Greek Music & Video

Merry Christmas and a Happy & Healthy New Year

KETI GARBI
HRISTOUGENNA ME TI KETI

CD: 4979-942 - $21.98
CS: 4979-944 - $9.98

ANTYPAS
I NIHTES TOU TRELOU
CD: 4988-472 - $24.98
CS: 4988-474 - $11.98

VASILIS TERLEGAS
VAPTISMA PIROS

CD: CDAM-967 - $23.98
CS: TCAM-967 - $14.98

DIONYSIS SHINAS
TI SOU ZITISA

CD: 4927-702 - $21.98
CS: 4927-704 - $13.98

PASHALIS TERZIS
O DIKOS MOU O DROMOS

CD: 4931-302 - $24.98
CS: 4931-304 - $11.98

LITSA GIAGOUSI
KAKES SINITHIES

CD: 6382-42 - $23.98
CS: 6382-44 - $11.98

HRISTOUGENNA ME
TA ASTERIA

CD: 6412-12 - $21.98
CS: 6412-14 - $11.98

MANTO
PRODOSIA

CD: 4928-392 - $25.98
CS: 4928-394 - $14.98

DIMITRIS BASIS
SE ANIHTOUS OURANOUS

CD: 2597-42 - $21.98
CS: 2597-44 - $11.98

VALANTIS
STO ANSANSER

CD: 4987-272 - $24.98
CS: 4987-274 - $11.98

DANCE CLUB
VARIOUS ARTISTS

CD:(Dble)4928-962/3 - $39.98
CS: (Dble)4928-962/3 - $24.98

GIANNIS POULOPOULOS
ZONTANI EPAFI

CD: CD-4921 - $21.98
CS: TCYLP-4921 - $11.98

KOSTAS HATZIS
TA VRADIA POU ONIREVONTE..
CD: CDMBI-10733 - $21.98
CS: TCMBI-10733 - $11.98

GIORGOS ALKEOS
IHI SIOPIS

CD: 4928-912 - $25.98
CS: 4928-914 - $15.98

GIANNIS PARIOS
TOSA GRAMMATA

CD: 4979-812 - $25.98
CS: 4979-814 - $15.98

KATERINA KOUKA
FISAI TRELLOS VORIAS
CD: 4979-842 - $23.98
CS: 4979-844 - $14.98

Enjoy todays top hits on a double CD or double
cassette at an unbelievable low price!! Spend the
holidays listening to some of todays best artists
including: VISSI, GARBI, KARVELAS, KOKOTAS,
LIVIERATOS, GIAGOUSI, THEODOROU, FARMAKI,
MANTO, G. VARDIS, REMOS, GONIDIS, ALKEOS,
SFIRAKIS, TRIANTAFILOS, TERZIS, GLYKERIA,
PANTAZIS, TOPAZI, SHINAS AND MANY MORE!!

ZAFIRIS MELAS
EPIGONTOS

CD: 4980-112 - $23.98

 PAITERIS/SFAKIANAKIS
THA TAXIDEPSO TIN PSIHI
CD: 4979-812 - $25.98
CS: 4979-814 - $15.98

Visit us on the Internet at: www.greekmusicusa.com

CD: 2609-22/3 $29.98
CS: 2609-24/5 $19.98

REGULAR PRICE:
$39.98

CHRISTMAS
SPECIAL

CD: $29.98
CS: $19.98

No. 1 EPITIHIES 1998
CATALOGS

FREE UPON

REQUEST

And now free upgrade to 2nd day delivery with every order
over $100 for the Christmas holidays  - until Dec. 31st, 1998
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PROFILE:
Seminarian
PROFILE:

NAME: GARY KYRIACOS KYRIACOU

Family: married to Christina Marie
Kyriacou

Hometown & Parish:  Burbank, Calif.; St.
Sophia Cathedral in Los Angeles

Age: 27

Graduating Class: 2001

Previous Education:  BA in radio-televi-
sion-film with an emphasis in screen-
writing from California State University,
Northridge Graduated in 1995.

Previous Work Experience: entertain-
ment supervisor at Universal Studios Hol-
lywood, and production assistant on
McHale�s Navy and various smaller films.

� Family Background: Mother and
father both born in Cyprus, but married
in Los Angeles. I am the oldest of four chil-
dren. Brother Peter is an engineer, sister
Elizabeth studying at UCLA and youngest
sister Christalla studying at College of the
Canyons.

� How were you involved in your
home parish: Active in GOYA, Greek
dance groups, GOYA basketball teams,
YAL president, altar boy, summer camp
counselor and the St. Sophia Camp boys
director (where I met my wife).

� Memorable moments growing
up: summer days at yiayia�s house with
my brothers and sisters and cousins, go-
ing to Dodger games with my brother and
Dad, soccer practices with Dad, and our
yearly summer family trips: to Cyprus, the
Grand Canyon, and Las Vegas.

� What prompted you to go to the
Seminary?  A deep love and commitment
for the Church. In everything I attempted
to do in my life the things that made me
happiest were the things I was doing for
the Church.

� Who influenced you most to as-
pire to the priesthood?  While talking to
Fr. Mike Koremetis one Sunday after lit-
urgy he instructed me to pray: �Lord I
believe, help my unbelief.� Along with Fr.
Mike I also must mention all the priests
which have passed through St. Sophia,
such wonderful people!

� How has attending Holy Cross af-
fected you? It has given me a deeper ap-
preciation of our Orthodox traditions. It
has allowed me to develop relationships
with fellow seminarians and students
which will last a lifetime.

� What are your favorite courses?
I really enjoy my Scripture courses, Greek,
Byzantine Music, and Religious Education
classes.

� What are your campus activities?
I am the Married Student Resident Advi-
sor, President of my class, I directed the
campus talent show this last fall, and I am
the Philanthropic Committee chairman.

� What are your favorite recre-
ations? Going to Fenway Park with Chris-
tina and watching the Red Sox, running
around Jamaica Pond, and going to
Rockport, Mass., for lobster!

� What is the toughest part of be-
ing a seminarian?  Time management. It
is hard to do everything.

� What gifts do you hope to bring
to your service in the Church? My ex-
perience in film production. I think we
have some great resources within our
faithful that we can tap into. We can pro-
duce some great educational as well as
entertaining Orthodox based programs.

� What are your major strengths
and weaknesses?  My weaknesses are
that I get easily frustrated and I can be-
come impatient with things. My strengths
are that I tend to manage things well and
get things done promptly.

� Who is your favorite saint and
why? I really enjoy the writings of St.
Maximos the Confessor. He was arrested,
then had his tongue plucked out and his
right hand cut off for refusing to denounce
Christ.  He wrote, �Fear of God is the re-
sult of faith in God.  If you have faith in
the Lord you will fear punishment, and
this fear will lead you to control the pas-
sions.�

� What is my noteworthy memory
as a seminarian? I have a few, first,
spending Holy Week with my classmates,
that was extraordinary! Second, writing
and hosting the school�s promotional
video. Third, meeting His Holiness Patri-
arch Bartholomew I.  It was also exciting
to watch Christie catch  a foul ball at
Fenway Park!

� How can the Church best reach
the unchurched?  GO TO THEM!! Matt.
25:35! We should be good witnesses of
our faith.

� Suggest one way of keeping
young people in the church. Give them
leadership roles and responsibilities.  A
great priest recently told me, �the youth
are not the church of tomorrow, they are
the church of today. . .just shorter.� Let
them know we want their input and sug-
gestions.

� How do you view the increasing
use of computers in the Church? I don�t
think we should allow ourselves to fall
behind. We should attempt to use every
medium possible to spread the Word of
God. The Churches of our Archdiocese
have done a fabulous job with their vari-
ous web sites. This maybe the way to find
a few lost souls.

GREEK LANGUAGE
Learn Greek - Multimedia Series - Children - Adults - Schools

Lily Technology, 23 Bedlow Avenue, Suite 2R Newport, RI 02840
(401) 849-3676  � http://members.aol.com/LilyGreek

Alphabet - Numbers - Greek 1 - Lexicon - H Kokkinoskoufitsa - Greek Songs
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See PARISH PROFILE on page XX

Sophia community has grown to
nearly double in membership
over the past 10 years and offers

Name:
St. Sophia
Greek Orthodox Church
Location:
Albany, N.Y.
Founded: 1922
Size:
Nearly 400 members
Diocese:
Archdiocese District
Clergy:
Fr. Patric Legato (Holy Cross �86)
Noteworthy:
Parish complex features
senior citizens housing

St.
several ministries that include outreach
programs for the Seafarer�s Center, a suc-
cessful nursery school, dance group and
two senior citizens facilities on the
grounds adjacent to the church.

Though located 150 miles from the
sea, thanks to the Hudson River whose
channel is navigable the small Port of Al-
bany is visited by many ocean-going ves-
sels during the year, mainly freighters. A
group of parishioners provides hospital-
ity to crews of Greek ships that come to
call. One such vessel is due to arrive from
Japan in mid-December on its way back
to Greece.

The nursery school is �one of the
most successful schools I�ve ever been
associated with,� said Fr. Legato. Admin-
istered by parishioner Mary Sokaris has
a reputation locally for providing a high
quality of education. �Teachers in the
public school kindergartens marvel at
how well-educated  the kids from the
nursery school are,� he noted.

St. Sophia�s dance program has
proven very popular with the children
over the years, and often perform at vari-
ous public events, and on local television.

In the early 1980s, the parish formed
the Whitehall Management Company
which built the St. Sophia Senior Citizens
Apartments in 1983 and the Holy Wis-
dom Apartments in 1991. Together they
comprise 131 units that are filled to ca-
pacity, according to Fr. Legato.

The church receives a percentage of
income from these apartments, which
were financed through HUD (Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, and which holds the 40-year mort-
gage.

Fr. Legato said that eventually, after the
note is paid, the church will receive the en-
tire income  that may be used to fund the
operating budget.

The parish currently has a dues/stew-
ardship system which serves as the main
source of revenue. Stewardship by itself had
been tried years ago, but Fr. Legato said the
program was unsuccessful.

The church also holds a Greek festival
every year.

Membership is about half immigrant
and half American born, Fr. Legato estimates,
with several families coming from Cyprus
and Albania in recent years.

The original immigrants who founded
the parish arrived in the late 1800s from
parts of Asia Minor, Macedonia, the
Peloponnese and several islands, including
Cephalonia and Andros.

According to a parish history, the Greek
American Association of Albany was founded
on Jan. 22, 1922 to establish a church. A com-
mittee of 12 headed by Peter Arbouzis held a
series of meetings in a fruit and vegetable
store owned by the Peters Brothers in down-
town Albany and set their objectives on buy-
ing a church building, establishing a Greek
school and purchasing a burial ground for
Greeks. The Rev. Nicholas Dendrinos was
the first priest to serve the parish, remaining
for a few months in 1922.

In 1923, a former Unitarian Church
building was purchased for $27,500 and
served as the first church until the 1960s.
It�s first service took place for the Dormition
of the Theotokos on Aug. 15.

A Sunday School and Greek school also
were established that year. The priest at the
time, Fr. John Chrysogelos, who served from
1922-23, was the first Greek School and
Sunday school teacher.

An AHEPA chapter was founded in
1927, the Philoptochos chapter was estab-

(A) �Freedom-Justice-Peace� (B) �A World of Peace� (C) �My Christmas
Dream�

(D) �Christmas
1998�

(F) Season�s Greetings�(E) �Peace on Earth�

lished in 1930 and the parish received
its state charter in 1934.

Archbishop Athenagoras conse-
crated St. Sophia in 1938.

At the outset of World War II, pa-
rishioners formed the Greek War Relief
Committee and raised $20,000 to aid the
people in Greece.

Gov. Thomas E. Dewey, in 1943,
signed a bill granting full recognition to
the Greek Orthodox Church in New York
State with a number of St. Sophia mem-
bers in attendance.

With continued growth through the
1950s, a new, larger facility was required
and a project planning committee began
efforts to build a new church in 1961.

From 1965 to 1967, church services
took place at All Saints Episcopal Cathe-
dral while the new church complex was
under construction on the southwest
edge of the city.

The old church was acquired by the
state for the New York State Theater,
which is part of the Nelson A. Rockefeller
Plaza, an extensive complex of state of-
fice buildings and institutions.

The new church opened its doors
in 1968 and the consecration took place
April 27, 1969, with Archbishop Iakovos
officiating, assisted by parish priest Fr.
Alexander Leondis.

The first annual Greek festival was
organized in 1970.

Since his arrival 1989, Fr. Legato has
established JOY, GOYA and YAL chap-
ters.

The parish also has a youth choir, a
Hellenic Cultural Committee which
sponsors several projects and events
throughout the year, and a Women�s
Interfaith Program, in which several
women parishioners participate in pro-

Community Takes Good Care of Seniors and Sailors

It was only four days before Christmas.
The spirit of the season hadn�t yet caught
up with me, even though cars packed the
parking lot of our local discount store.

Inside the store, it was worse. Shop-
ping carts and last minute shoppers jammed
the aisles.

Why did I come today? I wondered. My
feet ached almost as much as my head. My
list contained names of several people who
claimed they wanted nothing but I knew
their feelings would be hurt if I didn�t buy
them anything.

Buying for someone who had every-
thing and deploring the high cost of items, I
considered gift-buying anything but fun.

Hurriedly, I filled my shopping cart with
last minute items and proceeded to the long
checkout lines.

I picked the shortest but it looked as if
would mean at least a 20 minute wait.

In front of me were two small children
- a boy of about 5 and a younger girl.

The boy wore a ragged coat. Enor-
mously large, tattered tennis shoes jutted
far out in front of his much too short jeans.

He clutched several crumpled dollar
bills in his grimy hands.

The girl�s clothing  resembled her
brother�s. Her head was a matted mass of
curly hair. Reminders of an evening meal
showed on her small face.

She carried a beautiful pair of shiny, gold
house slippers.

As the Christmas music sounded in the
store�s stereo system, the girl hummed
along, off-key but happily.

When we finally approached the check-
out register, the girl carefully placed the
shoes on the counter. She treated them as
though they were a treasure.

The clerk rang up the bill. �That will be
$6.09,� she said. The boy laid his crumpled
dollars atop the stand while he searched his
pockets.

He finally came up with $3.12.
�I guess we will have to put them

back,�he bravely said.
�We will come back some other time,

maybe tomorrow.�
With that statement, a soft sob broke

from the little girl.
�But Jesus would have loved these

shoes,� she cried.
�Well, we�ll go home and work some

more. Don�t cry. We�ll come back,�he said.
Quickly I handed $3.00 to the cashier.

These children had waited in line for a long
time.  And, after all, it was Christmas.

Suddenly a pair of arms came around
me and a small voice said, �Thank you lady.�

�What did you mean when you said
Jesus would like the shoes?� I asked.

The boy answered, �Our mommy is
sick and going to heaven. Daddy said she
might go before Christmas to be with Jesus.�

The girl spoke, �My Sunday school
teacher said the streets in heaven are shiny
gold, just like these shoes.

Won�t mommy be beautiful walking on
those streets to match these shoes?�

My eyes flooded as I looked into her
tear streaked face.  �Yes� I answered, �I am
sure she will.�

Silently I thanked God for using these
children to remind me of the true spirit of
giving.�

Tis the Season!! Remember that it�s
better to give than receive, so pass it on.

Editor�s note: This poignant, inspir-
ing article was submitted anonymously to
the Observer. We hope that it touches each
reader and that it will serve to impart the
true meaning of Christmas to all of us.
Merry Christmas from the staff of the Or-
thodox Observer.

The Gold Slippers

A CHRISTMAS STORYA CHRISTMAS STORY

P A R I S H  p r o f i l e
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Another Thursday morning, 5 a.m., and
the alarm goes off. This morning its a bit
hard to get out of bed because of the cold.
Winter has arrived here in Albania, as evi-
denced by the snow in the mountains sur-
rounding Tirana.

A Growing Congregation
at Tirana University

By Fr. Luke Veronis

I make the sign of the cross, asking God
to give us the strength to face a new day, and
pray also that our students will overcome the
temptation of sleep and cold to come once
again to our weekly Divine Liturgy at the Uni-
versity of Tirana�s Student City.

As a part of the Orthodox Church�s stu-
dent outreach ministry, we hold Divine Lit-
urgy on campus every Thursday from 6:30-
7:40 am, early enough for students to come
and participate in the Holy Mystery before
going off to class.

We began three years ago with a group
of 10 faithful students who made up our core
group of believers. With each passing year,
our numbers increased.

On this particular November morning,
more than 60 students come to partake in
this heavenly worship. They read, they sing,
they serve. They are the church.

As I looked around at this congregation,
I wonder for a moment at what motivates
their coming. We all help to set up our �tem-
porary church� in a depressing, rundown
room of the student center. Paint falls from
the walls. Several windows are missing glass,
and on this particularly cold morning, we
all must keep our coats on and move our
feet throughout the Liturgy to stay warm.
Even so, by the middle of the service, my
fingers become a bit numb.

�Peace be with you!� As I turn to them
and bless them, I stand in awe at these young
believers who are searching and thirsting for
God. Imagine, eight years ago religion was
forbidden in this militantly atheistic country.

Eight years ago it was unthinkable to hold
any religious service anywhere in the coun-
try, especially among young intellectuals who
had no formal recollection of religion.

And yet, after 50 years of anti-religious
propaganda, 60 university students willingly
wake up at 6 a.m., bear the cold of a winter
morning, in order to worship God! Truly a
miracle!

The sincere hunger and deep inner de-
sire for God among so many people, espe-
cially the youth, continually strikes me.

It reminds me of when one of the
Church Fathers said, �Our souls are rest-
less until they rest with You.�

Some of these young people are realiz-
ing that no ideology, no philosophy, and no
promise of an economic utopia can fill that
inner longing for God.

So they come. And search. And hope-
fully discover the pearl of great price.

Last weekend we held a two-day retreat
in which more than 100 students partici-
pated. In preparation for the beginning of
Christmas Lent, they listened and discussed
about the theme of God�s Incarnation and
our own journey toward purification, illu-
mination and deification. The guest speaker,
a plastic surgeon and budding theologian,
challenged them to avoid the temptations
of the world, especially the false and tem-
porary enticements of the West which se-
duce so many in former communist coun-
tries, and seek after the one thing needful -
the kingdom of heaven and union with God.

They listened. And they were inspired.
So they continue to come. God touches

their spirits, and motivates them.
Fifty-five last week. Sixty this week. And

who knows how many more in the future.

With the encouragement of Archbishop
Anastasios of Tirana, Durees and All Alba-
nia, Diaconia Agapes (�Service of Love�) �
the social, development and emergency re-
lief office within the Archdiocese of the Or-
thodox Autocephalous Church of Albania�
is currently implementing an emergency
program to assist and support the refugees
which have arrived in Albania from Kosovo.

Orthodox Assist
Kosovo Refugees

by Penny Deligiannis

Supported by and working in close co-
operation with the ACT (Action by Churches
Together) Network of the World Council of
Churches, Diaconia Agapes is realizing the
implementation of this program.

Diaconia Agapes established and
trained a five-person local emergency staff
to implement the emergency program from
Oct. 1-Dec. 31. International Orthodox
Christian Charities (IOCC) of North America
has seconded an Emergency Program Man-
ager (Klaus Steiner of Koln, Germany) to
assist Diaconia Agapes in its efforts.

In Albania, about 20,500 Kosovo refu-
gees have arrived. As winter unfolds,
Diaconia Agapes is directly distributing new
winter clothing and boots to the Kosovo
refugee children on a daily basis.

The current program is assisting 6,000
Kosovo children, ranging between ages 4-15.
Each child will receive a parcel which con-
sists of a warm winter jacket, a pair of winter
boots, socks, trousers, shirt and underwear.

Working under difficult conditions due
to the lack of security on the roads, the
seven-person Diaconia Agapes team is trav-
eling thousands of kilometers throughout
Albania to reach the Kosovo refugees.

Penny Panayiota Deligiannis is director
of Diaconia Agapes

Delegations of the Patriarchate of
Constantinople and the Russian Orthodox
Church met on Nov. 27 to discuss a num-
ber of unsettled issues concerning the
church situation in Estonia.

The Patriarchate of Constantinople
delegated Metropolitan John of Pergamon
and Metropolitan Meliton of Philadelphia,
General Secretary of the Synod of the Or-
thodox Church of Constantinople.

The Russian Orthodox Church was
represented by Metropolitan Kirill of
Smolensk and Kaliningrad, chairman of the
Department for External Church Relations,

Discussion Held on Church Situation in Estonia
and Archimandrite Yelisey, DECR secretary
for inter-Orthodox relations and the Rus-
sian Orthodox Church institutions abroad.

The sides discussed the possibility for
the clergy of both jurisdiction to serve al-
ternately at the Cathedral of the Assump-
tion in Tarty and St. Isidore�s Church in
Valga and the practice of co-celebration
by the clergy of the two jurisdictions in
Estonia.

They also agreed to join efforts in ap-
plying to the Estonian government for a
legal settlement of the property issue faced
by the Orthodox parishes in Estonia.

(RNS) The World Council of
Churches, marking the 50th anniversary,
opened its Eighth Assembly on Thursday
(Dec. 3) with Orthodox delegates from
Russia and Greece boycotting the open-
ing service, underscoring the major issue
facing the global ecumenical body: what
shape will the drive for Christian unity take
in the next millennium.

In a speech opening the first plenary
session of the global body, Catholicos
Aram I of the Armenian Apostolic Church
and moderator of the WCC�s central com-
mittee, described the assembly as �an im-
portant signpost for our common ecu-
menical journey and a turning point in the
life of the WCC.�

Thousands in Attendance
Some 5,000 people, including more

than 900 official delegates from the 330
Orthodox and Protestant denominations
that are members of the WCC, gathered
in Harare, Zimbabwe, for the assembly.

While the top agenda item for the del-
egates is the question of what shape the
church unity movement will take in the next
century � including the possible creation
of a vehicle to include the Roman Catholic
Church and Protestant Pentecostals more
fully � issues such as homosexuality may
overshadow it.

At the same time, delegates also face
the thorny issue of how to appease some
of the Orthodox members � especially the
Russian church � which object to the
WCC�s western and Protestant orientation.

For much of the media, however, the
most visible issue is the contentious issue
of the role of homosexuals in the life of
church and society � an issue not on the
official agenda but present on its edges
given the government of Zimbabwe�s
harsh denunciation of gays.

Earlier this week, Zimbabwean Presi-
dent Robert Mugabe, in a visit to Rome,
called homosexuality �an area of revulsion
to us in Africa.�

Expressing Their Concerns
The boycott of the opening service

by some Orthodox delegates was in keep-
ing with a decision made last May at a
gathering of officials from 15 Eastern Or-
thodox churches which recommended
the Orthodox �express their concerns�
about WCC by not joining in various as-
pects of the assembly, including worship
services and common prayers.

But the Rev. Konrad Raiser predicted
the Orthodox will make a positive con-
tribution to the assembly.

�They are asking to be heard and to
have a possibility of truly influencing the
agenda of the WCC,� Raiser said at a
press conference preceding the opening

World Council of Churches Holds
�Turning Point� Assembly

worship service.
�Internal Fermentation�

The Orthodox Church is experienc-
ing �an internal fermentation� that is pro-
voking misplaced criticisms against the
World Council of Churches, one of its
scholars told the WCC�s Eighth Assem-
bly Wednesday (Dec.9).

Professor Ion Bria, from Romania,
said that the fermentation, caused by �the
problem of ecumenical formation,� in-
creased after the end of the Cold War.
Leaders of the Orthodox churches in the
former Eastern bloc �were shocked by a
new beginning they were not ready for,
but people embraced the change, they
were exposed to literature in libraries
across their borders hitherto inaccessible,
and new voices from new movements
were formed.�

Professor Bria was speaking on �Or-
thodox Churches in the Ecumenical
Movement� in the Assembly�s Padare, a
three-day program of 400 presentations
by Christian groups outside the official
agenda. He said that although the people
changed the life of the Church, church
leaders blamed outsiders for causing the
fermentation. Among those unfairly
blamed was the WCC, Dr Bria said.

His audience, which was largely
from the Orthodox Church, was further
told that in the minds of many of its lead-
ers, the reality of a borderline between
the Church and ecumenism has not been
acknowledged. �It is for this reason that
they are pushing the WCC to become a
super-church and criticising the WCC for
not adopting instruments of a super-
church.

You cannot declare ecumenical
councils to be part of the Church.

Ecumenical councils are extraordi-
nary instruments given by God in this era
to promote the unity of churches.�

Professor Bria said that theological
problems which the Church is wrestling
with are products of tradition and histori-
cal factors. �The mentality of the Cold
War versus new freedoms encouraging
people to build open societies has come
with new issues in theology.�

The Church is experiencing plural-
ity, he said, adding that there was noth-
ing wrong �with the many voices, it is a
question of finding a way to speak to-
gether.�

Contributing to the discussions, the
Rev. Abera Bekele, head of the parish
council department of the Ethiopian Or-
thodox Church, said that �progressive
dialogue� was taking place in the Ortho-
dox Church.

�Orthodox dialogue will continue
within its various families.�

The dialogue between Orthodox and
Evangelical Christians, described by an Or-
thodox spokesperson as �a funny alliance�
and as a love story, continued Wednesday
night (December 9) at the World Council of
Churches Eighth Assembly.

The Very Rev. George Tsetsis was
speaking at a meeting sponsored by the Ecu-
menical Patriarchate in the Assembly�s
Padare program, a series of informal events
independent of the official agenda. Dr.
Tsetsis, representative of the Ecumenical
Patriarchate to the WCC, said at the meet-
ing in Harare, Zimbabwe, that while there
are many areas of difference between the
two groups, �we manage to find our way
together on a few things�.

A ground rule for the initial conversa-
tions, said Dr. Tsetsis, was the understand-
ing that �we shall not be polite. Politeness
hides realities and does not solve anything.�
He admitted that proselytism was a �very
painful issue� for dialogue, �in part because
of the aggressive presence of uncontrolled
[Evangelical] groups� in Eastern Europe.

�The Gospel is already powerfully
present in the Orthodox liturgy,� he said.
�It is nonsensical for these groups to say
that they will go and proclaim Christ to god-
less Russia or godless Georgia.�

According to Dr. Tsetsis, the �love story
between Orthodox and Evangelicals� had its
beginnings in the late 1980s, but it was at
the WCC�s 1991 Assembly in Canberra,
Australia. Formal conversations among lead-
ers have been held in Alexandria, Egypt, in
1995 and Hamburg, Germany, in 1998.

Orthodox and Evangelicals
at the World Council of Churches



ORTHODOX OBSERVER DECEMBER 1998PAGE 22

FOR 30 YEARS THE
ULTIMATE IN GREEK
& AMERICAN MUSIC

of NEW YORK

e-mail: Trojan888@aol.com

C L A S S I F I E D  A D S
LEGAL SERVICES REAL ESTATE/BUS. MUSICIANS

Dr. Kimon A. Legakis
Athens University Law SchoolUMaster of Law, Hervard Law School

Doctor of Law, Greece
UCertificate of International Law, Hague Academy of Int�l Law

Le g a l  C o n s u l t a n t

O F F I C E S

209 Garth Road

Scarsdale, N.Y. 10583

   & (914) 725-4717(914) 725-4717(914) 725-4717(914) 725-4717(914) 725-4717
Fax: (914) 725-4936

14 Nikitaras Street
Athens 106 78, Greece

& (011-301) 383-3340
& (011-302) 992-7111

Fax: (011-301)382-0838

With emphasis on: Settlement of Inheritance, Taxes, Disputed
Properties, Civil, International Family and Business Law in Greece

GEORGE KENT�GREEK�AMERICAN�INTERNATIONAL
ORCHESTRA & ENTERTAINMENT

EXPOSÉ REQUESTED! �BOOK EARL�BOOK EARL�BOOK EARL�BOOK EARL�BOOK EARLY FOR 10% REBY FOR 10% REBY FOR 10% REBY FOR 10% REBY FOR 10% REBAAAAATE!�TE!�TE!�TE!�TE!�

CALL KENT 1-914-476-3020
or write: 118 Bolmer Ave., N.Yonkers, NY 10703-1637
Send for stereo cassette albums �Zorba� or �Athena� $11.00 for one, $20 for both to address above.

ONLY TRUST YOUR SOCIAL TO A PROVEN NAME GROUP OF FULL TIME PRO-
FESSIONAL MUSICIANS ENTERTAINERS, AT AFFORDABLE PRICES, WHO�S
ONLY BUSINESS IS MUSIC. PERFORMING AUTHENTIC GREEK MUSIC OF ALL
REGIONS, COLONIES OF GREECE. FEATURING THE �PRIME VOICE OF
GREECE...�  THE CLARINO & BOUZOUKI PLUS VOCALS. BEWARE! OF GREEK
BANDS PROMISING AMERICAN MUSIC, THEN PLAYING TAPES!  ALL OUR
MUSIC IS PERFORMED �LIVE�...OUR AMERICAN SOUNDS PURE AMERICAN,
WITH NO ACCENT!

INTERNET: http://www.vali.com � Email:Music@vali.com

Featuring

Gus Vali

Tel.:201.768.9100

TEL: 1-800-421-0639 or 713/626-0808
FAX: 713/626-3019

E-mail: 73344,334 @compuserve.com

U.S IMMIGRATION
VISAS AND CITIZENSHIP

James D. Prappas*

Attorney and Councelor at Law
3555 Timmons Lane, Suite 1450

Houston, Texas 77027

*Board certified Immigration and Nationality Law
Texas Board of Legal Specialization

36 West 44th Street � Suite 1300,
New York, NY 10036

U.S. IMMIGRATION � TAXATION
BUSINESS LAW

INTERNATIONAL TRANSACTIONS
WILLS & ESTATES

Dr. ARES D. AXIOTIS
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW

Tel.: (212) 840-3422 or (203) 255-3312

MEMBER OF N.Y. AND CT BARS

ÄÉÄÁÊÔÙÑ ÐÁÍ/ÌÉÏÕ OXFORD, ENGLAND
Ô. ËÅÊÔÙÑ ÍÏÌÏËÏÃÉÁÓ ÐÁÍ/ÌÉÏÕ CAMBRIDGE, ENGLAND

WEDDINGS

BOOKS

The Wedding Belle
(410) 563-0999
3825 Eastern Avenue

Baltimore, Maryland 21224
Original favors for all occasions
Martirika, Wedding Crowns &
Decorated Candles, Coufetta,

Unique Stephana Cases
WE SHIP ANYWHERE

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL INVESTMENTS
32 Units $1,350,000 Ft. Lauderdale

CALL YOUR SOUTH FLORIDA CONNECTION
G R E E K  S P O K E N  F L U E N T L Y

THOMAS DELIS Realtor Associate
954/568-0082 days 954/781-0140 evenings

HUBERT & WEST, INC. Realtors
2000 E. Oakland Park Blvd., Suite 203, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33306

RANGAVES PETER
SMALL DANCE BANDS
LARGE ORCHESTRAS

American � Italian � French
Greek � German � Latin

3342 Stony Point Road, Santa Rosa, CA 95407
Call Peter 707-526-1138

Wedding and Christen-
ing items, Favors, Marti-
rika, Vaptistika, Ecclesi-
astical items.
We ship anywhere!
(718) 721-9190(718) 721-9190(718) 721-9190(718) 721-9190(718) 721-9190

KENTRIKON-NOUFARO
23-33 31 St.

Astoria, NY 11105

DISPLAY ADVERTISING
per column inch:............$55.00
quarter pg: ................... $750.00
half page: ................. $1,500.00
full page: .................. $3,000.00

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
single column inch .......$ 50.00
dbl. column inch ..........$100.00

ADVERTISING RATES

MECHANICAL REQUIREMENTS
y �Type page width� is 59 picas
(9.75�), depth is 14 inches
y Display ads: Four columns to

a page. Single column width is
14 picas (2.25�). For each ad-
ditional column add 15 picas
(2.5�). y Classified ads: Six col-
umns to a page. Single column
width is 9 picas (1.5�), double
column width is 9 picas (1.5�),
double column width is 19 picas
(3.25�) y Camera ready ads
preferred. DEADLINES: ® Reser-
vations: 25 days before publi-
cation. PAYMENT TERMS:®All ads
are payable in advance, unless
contract agreement is in effect
and account current.

ORTHODOX OBSERVER

D I M I T R I O S  P A N A G O S
PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO

Web page:http://www.panagos.com

Å WEDDINGS Å BAPTISMS Å PORTRAITS Å NEWS Å PASSPORTS

111 Broadway (Rt. 107), Hicksville, N.Y. 11801

(516) 931-2333

ÅËËÇÍÉÊÏ ÔÕÐÏÃÑÁÖÅÉÏ

40-12 Ditmars Blvd., Astoria, NY 11105
Tel.: (718) 545-2323
Fax: (718) 545-2366

ÕÐÅÕÈÕÍÏÔÇÔÁ

& ÓÙÓÔÅÓ ÔÉÌÅÓ

Ëåõêþìáôá ãéá
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êïéíüôçôåò

LETTERHEADS   ¦ LOGOS   ¦ ENVELOPES   ¦ BUSINESS CARDS
JOURNALS   ¦ MAGAZINES    ¦ BOOKS     ¦ BOOKLETS   ¦ WEDDING
INVITATIONS    ¦ SIGNS    ¦ BANNERS    ¦ COMPUTER GRAPHICS
¦ PAPER SIGNS    ¦ COLOR BROCHURES    ¦ MENUS       ¦ ADS

PROF. SERVICES

KOSTAS TASLISKOSTAS TASLISKOSTAS TASLISKOSTAS TASLISKOSTAS TASLIS
& His Orchestra& His Orchestra& His Orchestra& His Orchestra& His Orchestra

Greek and American Music
Klarino - Bouzoukee etc.

Featuring Katerina - Vocalist

PMT TO: Omikron Record Co.  P.O.Box 913
47 Bacon Str., Winchester, MA 01890

___ #CDs @15.00  ___ #CASSETTES @ $10.00
TOTAL DUE: $ _____ (  )Check  ( ) M.O.

ORDERORDERORDERORDERORDER
OUR NEWESTOUR NEWESTOUR NEWESTOUR NEWESTOUR NEWEST

RELEASERELEASERELEASERELEASERELEASE

Call Kostas
(781)729-2643

Add
$3.00 ea.

s & h

SE THEMAMESE THEMAMESE THEMAMESE THEMAMESE THEMAME
& GREEK MAKARENA& GREEK MAKARENA& GREEK MAKARENA& GREEK MAKARENA& GREEK MAKARENA

IMMEDIATE RESULTS
IS WHAT YOU GET

BY ADVERTISING IN THE
ORTHODOX OBSERVER

Tel: (212) 570-3555 � Fax: (212) 774-0239

DEMO TAPE
AVAILABLE

ATLANTIS MUSIC
NEW YORK�S FINEST ALL STAR BAND

FOR AN ELEGANT SUCCESSFUL EVENT
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Ç ÏÉÊÏÃÅÍÅÉÁ ÊÁÐÁËÏÕáíáæçôåß ôïí ÃÉÏ ôçò ðïõ
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The KAPALOU FAMILY seeks their long-lost SON who was
born in the BOSTANEIO HOSPITAL of Mytilini, on Feb. 2, 1953.
The Family believes their son was adopted in the US. Please
Call in Athens: 011-301-2627641
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your old label here ò
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address to the Observer in order for you to continue
receiving the newspaper

I F
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WOMEN & ORTHODOXY

�There is really nothing to be anxious
about if you have true faith� (A.T. Moss)

The common age-old adage, �beauty is
only skin deep� can sometimes be true but
certainly not in the case of the newly
crowned Mrs. World 1999. A five-time
beauty pageant winner, Anna Tarabicos-
Moss� beauty is her very own.

A Long Journey from Anxiety to Faith

by Eleni Daniels

�I�m not your typical pageant winner. I
was blessed with being attractive, but I am
a lot more than what I wear,� said Mrs. Moss
of Roswell, Ga. �While beauty is special,�
she added, �and I thank God for my abun-
dance, I feel that I possess the heart of the
world in my hands.�

Married to Joseph Moss for 14 years
and a mother of two children, Joseph and
Alexandra, Anna Tarabicos-Moss, has be-
come an expert in juggling and overcoming
life�s many challenges. She manages to keep
the home fires burning while she shuttles
the children to activities, competes among
other married women in national and inter-
national pageants and comes out a winner.

Mrs. Moss is involved in many com-
munity projects and volunteers for various
charities. She champions her platform which
calls for further awareness and education
on Anxiety and Depression Disorder.

Mrs. Moss suffered from this disorder
soon after the birth of her first child in 1985.
Overwhelmed and scared, she suffered in
silence for years until receiving treatment 10
years ago. �Back then it was unheard of to
tell my parents about my symptoms of hyper-
ventilation, post-partum depression, etc. It
was just something that was not discussed,�
she said. Now she is giving back support to
those who suffer with this disorder.

Originally from Wilmington, Del., Mrs.
Moss grew up in a strict Greek household
and was taught to uphold certain Greek cul-
tural traditions. She attended the Holy Trin-
ity Church and her Greek Orthodox faith was
very much part of her daily life. But like all
things close to home, sometimes we run
the risk of taking things for granted.

Later in life, her husband, a convert to
Greek Orthodoxy, helped her to understand
her faith even more. It was then that she
began to use her faith to slowly overcome
her anxiety. �I realized that there is really
nothing to be anxious about if you have true
faith,� stressed Mrs. Moss. She goes on to
say how she met her husband at the Atlanta
airport. �He was a passenger, I was check-
ing him in for a flight and ended up check-
ing him out for life!,� she recalled with mer-
riment.

She describes herself as gregarious,
genuine, and dedicated. As she plans to
travel the country for speaking engagements
discussing coping skills for groups and indi-
viduals suffering from this disorder, her main
focus will be on Greek churches. She hopes
to combine her expertise and the church�s
faith to help the Greek American public with
this disorder.

Representing the state of Georgia, Mrs.
Moss entered the world of pageantry as a
way to simply lose weight. Soon after, she
was on her way to become Mrs. Georgia All
Nations in 1996. Other titles include: Mrs.
America All Nations 1996; Mrs. Georgia
Petite 1997; Mrs. Georgia Professional
Woman 1998; Mrs. Georgia 1999 and the
recently crowned Mrs. Georgia World 1998
at the World International Event of World of
Pageants held in Kentucky.

�Beauty is an internal light that I hold
dear to my heart. I want people to remem-
ber me as someone who made a difference,
someone who didn�t mind taking off the
crown, putting on the blue jeans and rolling
up the sleeves,� said Moss and stressed that,

�in pageants, we must not lose sight of what
is important. Let us shine as real women,
with heart, with soul and with qualities of
compassion that are vital for our society.�
During her reign she acts as an official am-
bassador for the state of Georgia by volun-
teering with local and state service organi-
zations and charities. Her platform will al-
ways be Anxiety and Depression Disorder.

�One in four Americans will suffer from
this in their lifetime. I struggled and over-
came this debilitating disorder after years
of shame and hopelessness. There is hope
and it is curable,� said Moss.

As a result, Anna Moss has begun her
own non-profit organization which she
named quite appropriately �H.O.P.E.�(Helping
Overcome Panic/Depression Easily). �We
need to educate society that there is help
available and that it is not a �mental disease,�
she reiterated.

Moss has been traveling extensively
around the country this past year to bring
awareness on the subject. Known to many
as a motivational speaker, Moss is often in-
vited to speak at hospitals, church groups,
and many non-profit organizations. She con-
ducts seminars and leads support groups
throughout Georgia and the nation. She has
been featured on numerous television and
radio programs and has been featured in
many national and local publications.

She is a member of the Holy Transfigu-
ration Church in Marietta where she facili-
tates a monthly support group for sufferers
of anxiety/depression disorder. The group
consists mostly of women ranging from 20
to 55 years of age.

Mrs. Moss also volunteers her time to
the Cystic Fybrosis Foundation, St. Jude�s
Children�s Hospital, North Fulton Hospital,
and local schools. She sponsors a girls� youth
softball and boys� baseball team. Her goal
is to help educate the public on mental
health issues and help reform the health
system in this country. She is currently writ-
ing a book on her journey from �anxiety to
faith.�

This column highlights women and the
Orthodox faith and how their faith has
changed their lives and those around them.
If you would like to share your story or rec-
ommend a woman for a future highlight,
please write to: Editor, Orthodox Observer,
8 East 79th St., NYC 10021 or fax to: (212)
774-0239.
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By Mark It+ Inc., Phone/Fax: 815 229 5783 Email: avmarkou@aol.com

Features include: Multiple file handling. Networking. Faxing.  Full  accentuation. Help.
Find-Replace. Print Preview. Software, installation program, on a 3.5 HD.User’s Manual.
To order, send check payable to Mark It+, Inc., for $107.90  ( $99.95 + $7.95 s/h)  to:
Mark It+ Inc., Educational Software Development, 3212 Jackson St., Rockford, IL 61107.
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READ AND SPEAK LANGUAGE LESSONS ON CDROM
GREEK LANGUAGE LESSONS IN ONE CDROM

by George Balanis PhD, MBA
and Toula Balanis AA � AnoTek, Inc.

WRITE TO: AnoTek/G. Balanis 2349 Hill Street, Santa Monica, CA 90405
Tel: (310)450-5027   �  Fax: (310)450-0867  � Email: georgeb@anotek.com

Also avai lable in books i l lustrated with ful l  color pictures.

VISIT: http://www.anotek.com Þëéïò         öüñåìá
 sun dress

If you want to learn Greek quickly and easily, our CDROM courses are for you.
Our Read and Speak Greek CDROM will teach you the Greek language taught in Greek schools today.  This
course covers 6 years of school and teaches Reading, Vocabulary, Pronunciation and Phonetics, Grammar
and Sentence Generation. You will learn the Structure of the Greek language and how it differs from the struc-
ture of English. The new software version (Ver. 2.0) improves the previous version and adds female voice,
more grammar and more dialogs.

� Read and Speak Greek CDROM Ver. 2.0 (6-year course Greek font included) $75.00
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Our Read and Speak English  CDROM teaches English to Greek speaking people. The course teaches Pro-
nunciation, Vocabulary, Reading and the Basics of Grammar equivalent to about two years of school. All instruc-
tions are in Greek.

 We accept VISA, M/C, AMEX, DISCOVER, CHECKS & MONEY ORDER q Check Box for free catalog

� Read and Speak English CDROM-Step 1 (2-year course Greek font included) $50.00

Card #______________________________________________  Exp. Date: _______/ _____
Product: ________________________________________ X ____ Total $:_______________
Name: ______________________________________________  Phone: _______________
Address:___________________________________________________________________
City __________________________________________ State________ Zip ______________
Your E-mail: ________________________________________________________________

ORDER FORM:   (Please put street and number.  We ship UPS)

ICONOGRAPHY
from page 27

PARISH PROFILE
from page 19

grams with women of other faiths.
In addition to the outreach efforts noted

at the beginning of this article, St. Sophia
parishioners support a dinner for the Capi-
tal District Rescue Mission and sponsor a
needy family each Christmas.

The parish also awards scholarships to
college students of the St. Sophia commu-
nity each year.

While Fr. Legato characterizes his min-
istry in Albany as �fruitful and successful,�
he says the major challenges he faces in-
clude the elimination of bingo, which has
been ongoing for 20 years, and the expan-
sion of stewardship. But he expressed great
optimism for the continued progress of his
community.

Most recently, a major expansion
project was begun for a community cen-
ter, and membership continues to grow,
particularly among converts, a number of
whom �walk in to join after attending the
Greek festival,� the priest said.

�compiled by Jim Golding

throughout the United States, Canada and
Greece and at the bi-annual Clergy-Laity
Congresses.  He has given numerous lec-
tures on iconography both here and abroad
to associations of Orthodox iconographers,
iconologists and architects in New York.

Filippakis� career spans over 30 years
and he is happy with his work. �It has im-
proved over the years and this is my pride,�
he said, assuring me that he is a strict critic.
He hopes that younger generations will grow
to love this art and dedicate themselves to
this tradition. Filippakis is currently commis-
sioned to work on five churches in the Greater
New York area through the year 2003.

Kostas D. Skordelis of Brooklyn, NY, is
another well-known name accomplished
iconographer and painter with over 26 years

did the original iconography work at Sts.
Constantine and Helen in Brooklyn. Skor-
delis and Youssis were commissioned to
work together to restore the church�s ico-
nography from the major devastation and
damages of a fire in 1991.

In January 1998, Skordelis was honored
by Sts. Constantine & Helen Church in Read-
ing, Pa. following the blessing of the icons
by Metropolitan Maximos of Aenos.
Skordelis was honored for his dedication and
fine original and restoration work for the
iconography of the church. Skordelis has
since been commissioned for many church
projects and major icons.

He refers to his journey to iconogra-
phy as a �gift of God�. �It is theology in color.
It symbolizes the relationship of the Holy
and of the incarnate,� said Skordelis. �In ef-
fect, it is an educational medium which de-
picts the role model that an iconographer
must follow.�

Skordelis follows the Macedonian style
in iconography which represents a natural
style with light colors, otherwise known as
platya technotropia or broad technique. A
style that is better appreciated when viewed
from afar.

A family of iconographers
A distinguished name in iconography

is that of Nicholas Romanos-Brisnovalis.
Born in Serres, Greece, Brisnovalis studied
painting and specialized in iconography for
five years in the School of Fine Arts in Ath-
ens and at the Academy of Fine Arts in
Munich, Germany.

He began his journey to iconography
at age 17. �I had an intense need to express
this artform. My love for our religion and
the mysticism of the talent was deep within
me. It was my first and last study of the day.
It was my refuge. I had an immense love for
the unvisited,� said Brisnovalis.

Throughout the years, he has com-
pleted numerous iconography projects
mainly in Greece and the United States. His
work has been received as an exceptional
sample of the continuation of Classical Ico-
nography of our times and his personal style
has created an intense interest in the Greek
Orthodox Church and the public at large.

Some of his important work in Greece
includes the Orthodox Center of the Holy
Monastery at Penteli; St. Basil Church,
Pireaus; St. Aemilianos, Athens; Osios
Patapios, Loutraki; St. Panteleimon, Serres,
among others.

In Greece, Brisnovalis has been the
highest honred member of the Artistic Coun-
cil and advisor to the Department of Eccle-
siastical Art which determines and acknowl-
edges fine art in Greece.

In the United States he has completed
in its entirety the churches of St. Nicholas,
Flushing, N.Y.; the Church of our Saviour,
Rye, N.Y. and St. Barbara, Orange, Conn.
and St. Demetrios, Clifton, Ohio, among
others.

Brisnovalis works in the tradition of
family artists. His first assistant is his daugh-
ter, Angeliki, and his son, Angelo,  who have
worked by his side, both at his studio and at
the Holy churches, from a very young age.
Ms. Brisnovalis has studied Fine Arts and
holds graduate degrees in art history and
sculpture. Both father and daughter are
teachers of the art of Byzantine iconogra-
phy in New York and Athens.

Brisnovalis always uses traditional ma-
terials like egg-tempera, dry pigments on
gesso and 22K gold leaf on his wall paint-
ings and icons. In fact, he uses a traditional
gesso - a medieval technique dating back to
the Egyptians and practiced in Byzantine ico-
nography. It consists of a special combina-
tion of dry gesso mixed with animal glue
and water - a family secret. The gold leaf, in
the form of 22-24K gold, is applied in an
ancient technique known as burnishing. The
gold leaf is burnished with an agate-stone
tool into the ground (or work area) that has
first been treated with a special red clay. Not

of experience in Greece and the United
States. His major works include church res-
toration, original paintings and icons.

Born in Trilofos, Thessaloniki, in 1958,
he began his studies at age 12 under the
guidance of renowned iconographer Nicho-
las Georgiadis of Thessaloniki. At age 17,
he studied and worked on Mount Athos, at
the monastery of Nea Skete, with Brothers
Avrammai and Danilaion where he painted
more than 200 small and large icons on
wood and canvas.

During the 1980�s, Skordelis completed
extensive work in more than 20 churches
on the island of Mytilene, Greece and con-
sisting mainly of frescoes. Since his perma-
nent move to the United States in 1990, he
has executed several major projects. Among
them is the collaboration of Skordelis with
iconographer Constantine T. Youssis who

to mention the 15 layers of gesso that have
been used before the placing of the gold leaf
squares. The result is a very high luster of
gold leaf which can also be toned down to
create and antique effect. This is a rare,
sought-after and expensive technique.

Over the years, his work has included
not only icons and iconography, but also
paintings, portraits and reproductions of
classical art. Brisnovalis� greatest talent is
that he puts all of himself into his work and
this perhaps is what has led to his great-
ness. Others have observed that when one
looks at his work a sense of calmness and
emotion prevails. �I�d like it to effect a qui-
etness,� said Brisnovalis, of his painting of
the Platytera at St. Barbara�s Church in Or-
ange, Conn.

The iconographer�s legacy
The work of the iconographer carries

on a tradition that is more than 1,000 years
old. They are devout Christians who adhere
piously and faithfully to the tenets of our
Orthodox religion. These talented individu-
als are able in some indescribable way to
translate both the mystical and austere
beauty of this symbolic Byzantine artwork
of our ancestors. Through their meticulous
work they transmit the teachings of our faith
in a truly artistic and divine manner.

However, this is only a sampling of
Greek American iconographers living and
working in the United States. It is simply im-
possible to give a full portrait of these artists
in this article and enumerate all the assess-
ments of their work, their various honorary
mentions, awards and exhibits. The best way
to appreciate what they create is to pay closer
attention to the venerated icons at a nearby
Orthodox church and you may come across
a familiar name, and even delve deeper into
the spiritual connotation of the icon.

lowed up on properly from both sides and
not be only a one-time event,� Rev. Habib
cautioned. �There has already been an en-
couraging sign. I was told that the leader-
ship of the Oriental Orthodox churches vis-
ited the chair of the Eastern Orthodox Stand-
ing Committee, Archbishop Spyridon, to
promote unity.�

�I don�t know if you realize how much
you have promoted unity among the East-
ern and Oriental Orthodox church bodies,�
Bishop Dimitrios told the NCC.

One year away from the NCC�s 50th
anniversary, the recommitment was wel-
comed by vigorous applause from the del-
egates, who voted to receive the recommen-
dations �with gratitude.�

NCC
from page 6

Ionian Village

Name ______________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________

City, State, Zip ______________________________________________

Phone ______________________________________________________

Mail this form to: Ionian Village, 8-10 East 79th Street, New York, NY 10021.
Or contact us at: Phone (212) 570-3534, E-mail ionianvillage@goarch.org
Ionian Village is a program of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America

Ionian Village

This Christmas give a gift with a lifetime of memories!
Give Ionian Village!

Please check the program you are interested in:
____ Summer Travel Camp, Ages 12-15 � June 29 - July 17
____ Byzantine Venture, Ages 16-18  � July 25 - August 12
____ Byzantine Venture, Optional Trip to Constantinople � Departs July 20
____ Spiritual Odyssey, Young Adults 19 and older � July 11-26
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challengeYouth Ministry

Email: youthoffice@goarch.org

What Do You Think?
C to KJTV broadcasters in Lubbock,

Texas, and broadcasters in Phoenix,
Arizona, who refused to air �The

Howard Stern Radio Show.� In the words of
L. Brent Bozell III, chairman of the Parents
Television Council, �With Howard Stern,
there are no limits and the entire show is
designed to push any limits that there are.
He�s there only to be repugnant,� and that�s
putting it mildly!

D to the Robin Williams film, �What
Dreams May Come.� In addition to
promoting reincarnation, the film

promotes a skewed theology concerning life
after death. Citing the exact words of the
characters in the film, �Good people end up
in hell because they can�t forgive them-
selves,� and �There are no judges or crimes
here � it�s just the way things work.� Com-
pletely void of biblical truth, �the film paints
a visually attractive, yet spiritually bankrupt
rendering of the afterlife.�

C to NHL director of hockey opera-
tions, Colin Campbell. In his first
few months as the league�s disci-

plinarian, he has cracked down on exces-
sive violence and has voiced his determina-
tion to promote respect and good sports-
manship among team players. Although
some feel that the suspensions Campbell
has been imposing on some players is ex-
cessive, Campbell is determined to get the
message across that violence and disregard
for one�s fellow player is wrong and will not
be tolerated under any circumstances.

�It�s beginning to look a lot like Christ-
mas, everywhere you go.� Homes and store-
fronts are brimming with decorations,
streets are buzzing with shoppers, and
there�s a feeling of joy and gladness that
appears to permeate everyone and every-
thing as we prepare for Christmas day.

But, what are we really preparing for?
Amidst the ever-pervasive commercialism
in our society, let�s take a moment to re-
mind ourselves of why we really celebrate
Christmas and how we may experience the
true joy that only comes when we prepare
to receive Christ into our hearts.

The feast of the Nativity of Christ is one
of the 12 major feasts of our Church. Ac-
cording to our church fathers, it is called a
�splendid three-day Pascha.� In addition,
�the liturgical services for Christmas, offi-
cially called The Nativity According to the
Flesh of our Lord and God and Savior Jesus
Christ, are consciously patterned after the
services for the festival of the Pascha of the
Lord, the holy Resurrection. There is a 40-
day fast. There are prefeast preparations.

There are the special royal hours with
their prophecies, epistles, gospels, and
hymns on the eve of the feast, followed by
the vesperal liturgy of St. Basil the Great.
There is the solemn all-night vigil, crowned
by the matins� canon and hymns. And fi-
nally, after the eucharistic celebration of St.
John Chrysostom on the day of the feast it-
self, the celebration continues to its comple-
tion in the festival of The Meeting of the Lord
in the Temple 40 days later.� Thus, prepa-
ration for this great feast begins 40 days
before Christmas and the celebration does
not end until 40 days after Christmas!

Unfortunately, these treasures allude
many of us as we fall victim to the allure of
secular influences and distractions. It is the
lack of spiritual focus which leads many to
feel depressed the day after Christmas and

Christmas:  The Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ
By Fr. Anastasios Bourantas
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Assumption Church; Flint, Mich.

PROFILE: 16 years old; junior at
Grand Blanc High School; favorite sub-
ject is science and she is in an honors
chemistry class; would like to go to
college to study ophthalmology in
hopes of one day becoming an eye
doctor; member of National Honor
Society; plays varsity golf; member of
a six-girl singing group called
�Troubled Homes� where members
sing three-part music at various com-
munity events

SERVICE: Co-president of GOYA;
meets every third Sunday after Divine
Liturgy, plans various events and ac-

tivities and attends local retreats; Goya is
currently collecting food, clothing, and other
items that will be used to prepare baskets
for distribution to less fortunate families this
Christmas season; Goya also sponsored a
�Good Stewards Cleanup Sunday� where
individuals from throughout the community
were invited to come and help clean up the
Church; established and is the director of
her church youth choir comprised of young
people ranging from first to twelfth grade,
44 members in all; choir members meet for
20 minutes after church every Sunday and
learn to chant the responses in the Divine
Liturgy; teaches vacation bible school

ADVICE TO PEERS: Rebellion against
parents is one of the greatest problems

among young people today; very often,
young people feel that they know more than
their parents, but they don�t; always con-
sider the consequences of your actions; peer
pressure is great but do not do something
that you will later regret; keep the faith; it
has helped me to make the right choices
and has always kept me strong; always do
the things that will benefit others and always
do what�s right in the eyes of God.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT: Everything
happens for a reason; God knows what that
reason is even if you don�t; you may not un-
derstand why something is happening now,
but God will reveal it to you later, have faith.

St. Tikhon beautifully articulates the
importance of this message in that it pro-
claims the gift which Christ offers to each
one of us, personally, through His incar-
nation. He writes, �Since you came into the
world for all, O Savior, therefore You came
for me, for I am one of all. You came into
the world to save sinners; therefore You
came for me, for I am one of all. You came
to find and to save him who was lost; there-
fore, You came to seek me, too, for I am
one of the lost. O Lord, O my God and Cre-
ator! I should have come to You as a trans-
gressor of Your law. I should have fallen at
Your feet, cast myself down before You,
humbly begging forgiveness, pleading with
You and craving Your mercy. But You Your-
self have come to me, wretched and good-
for-nothing servant that I am; my Lord has
come to me, His enemy and apostate; my
Master has come and has bestowed His love
of mankind upon me. Listen, my soul: God
has come to us; our Lord has visited us. For
my sake He was born of the Virgin Mary,
He Who is born of the Father before all time.
For my sake He was wrapped in swaddling
clothes, He Who covers heaven with the
clouds and vests Himself with robes of light.
For my sake He was placed in the lowly
manger, He whose throne is the heavens
and Whose feet rest upon earth. For my sake
He was fed with His mother�s milk, He who
feeds all creatures. For my sake He was held
in His mother�s arms, He who is borne by
the Cherubim and holds all creatures in His
embrace.�

The magi were scholars of the ancient
world.  Being astrologers, they knew well
the science of the stars and were able to
read in them the destiny of men. Originat-
ing in the East (Persia, Syria, Mesopotamia),
they were the representatives of a highly
developed civilization, whose knowledge of
science was among the most advanced of
that era.

A star revealed to them the birth of the
King of the Jews. The sudden appearance of
the star indicated that the child would have
an exceptional future.

The magi believed this prophecy and
set off to pay homage to this illustrious new-
born. There are numerous paintings repre-
senting these persons of high rank coming
from afar to bow before a small, poor, and
naked child. At its feet, they place not only
their gifts, but also all their knowledge, in
order to worship Him whom they recognize
as the true God.

(reprinted from The Incarnate God , St.
Vladimir�s Seminary Press)

�Unto You is born
this day in the city

of David a Savior ...�

precludes them from experiencing inner
peace and contentment.

The hymns of our Church during the
Christmas season call us to receive with joy
the news of our incarnate Lord �for He who
gives riches becomes poor, for He assumes
the poverty of my flesh that I may assume
the riches of His divinity.

He that is full empties Himself, for He
empties Himself of His glory for a short
while that I may have a share in His full-
ness.� Christ offers himself on Christmas in
order to fill that which is void in all of us, to
offer hope where there is none and to re-
store us to our original state of blessedness
from which we had fallen.

There must be a desire, though, and a
sincere effort on our part to prepare our-
selves to experience the divine grace offered
to us by God. As foretold by the prophet
Isaiah, �Behold, the virgin shall be with child,
and bear a Son, and they shall call His name
Immanuel,� which is translated, �God is with
us.� (Matt. 1:23)

God has promised to be with us always.
He did not abandon us even in their most
sinful state, but because of His great love for
mankind, He sent His Only Begotten Son as
a gift and as an offering of love, for the salva-
tion of all mankind. The angels affirmed this
offering of peace and love on that first Christ-
mas evening as they sang, �Glory to God in
the highest, And on earth peace, goodwill
towards men.� Christ came to bring peace
and goodwill toward all men who believe in
His birth. The miraculous birth of whom a
humble Virgin brought salvation to the world.

St. Nicodemos of the Holy Mountain
instructs us to celebrate Christmas by ask-
ing the newly-born Master and Lord and the
birth giver of our God, Mary, to make us
worthy to pass these days with humility,
wisdom, mercy, philanthropy and with ev-
ery good work and virtue, as it is right for all
Christians. Not only strictly with decora-
tions, presents, games and parties which is
the disguise of the devil, but with the spirit
of Jesus as He enters this world so that we
can see the glory of God incarnate and to
see His joy throughout the world.

Even though Christmas is celebrated in
the midst of this winter season and the world
has commercialized every aspect of this
feast, we can feel the warmth of Christ en-
ter our hearts as we have Christmas with
our families and attend the Services that our
Holy Orthodox Church offers and by sing-
ing the majestic hymn which was written
by St. Kosmas the Melodist: �Christ is born,
glorify Him! Christ comes from heaven, go
to welcome him; Christ is on earth, be lifted
up! Sing to the Lord, all the earth, and sing
praises in gladness, you people, for He has
been glorified!�

The Magi
(Mt. 2:1-12)

� To subscribe to the Youth Office
Listserver, send an e-mail to:
m a j o r d o m o @ l i s t . g o a r c h . o r g
� In the BODY of the e-mail, type in:
subscribe youth

ChallengeChallengeChallengeChallengeChallenge is the youth supplement
to the Orthodox Observer produced
by the Department of Youth & Young

Adult Ministries.
Articles reflect the opinion of the writers.
Write to the Office of Youth & Young

Adult Ministries, Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese of America

8 East 79th Street,
New York, New York  10021
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 Living Tradition of the Orthodox Church
By Eleni Daniels

THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST viewed from below at St. Barbara�s Church in Orange,
Conn. Brisnovalis, sitting on the scaffold, looks on.

I N THE HISTORY of world cultures,
images have often played impor-
tant roles. Among the cultural
traditions of Western civilization
perhaps at no time was that role

more critical than during the millenium-long
existence of the Byzantine Empire. And
within the world of Byzantium no images
were more potent or more vital than icons.

The Byzantine icon (literally translated
as �image�) functioned as intercessor be-
tween the earthly and divine realms. In the
Painter�s Manual, written by monk and
painter Dionysius of Fourna roughly be-
tween 1730 and 1734, and preserved on Mt.
Athos, the icon-master advises him who
aspires to become an icon painter or ico-
nographer to pray before the icon of Christ
and that of the Mother of God, because the
art of painting comes from God, who alone
can guide the painter�s hand to give form to
the mysteries of God. For the first icons were
the acheiropoietoi, (icons not made by hu-
man hands) of which the Mandelion of
Edessa is the most famous example: Christ
wiped his face with a towel, and the towel
miraculously retains his image.

Icons have been called prayers, hymns
and sermons in form and color. They are
the Visual Gospel. Some say that the Or-
thodox Church has two gospels; the verbal
and the visual appeal to the whole man. As
St. Basil said, �What the world transmits
through the ear, that painting silently shows
through the image, and by these two means,
mutually accompanying one another... we
receive knowledge of one and the same
thing.�

One has but to enter an Orthodox
Church to see unfolded before him on the
walls all the mysteries of the Christian reli-
gion. �If a pagan asks you to show him your
faith,� said John of Damascus, �take him into
church and place him before the icon...�

More than a means of instruction
An icon is not fully an icon until it has

been blessed by the church. Then it be-
comes a link between the human and the
divine. It provides an existential encounter
between men and God. It becomes the place
of an appearance of Christ, provided one
stands before it and with the right disposi-

tion of heart and mind. It becomes a place
of prayer. An icon participates in the event
it depicts and is almost a recreation of that
event existentially for the believer. Some
icons are regarded as �miracle working.�
These are considered to be the icons par
excellence.

Standing in an Orthodox Church whose
walls and ceiling are covered with icons of
Christ and the saints, the worshiper does not
feel alone. He experiences the communion
of saints. He experiences a fellowship with
Christ and the saints. He is made to feel that
he is a member of the family of God.

Icons are made from an array of mate-

rials, depending on the purpose of which
they are designed; some take the form of
mosaics, or are painted or carved in wood
or marble. Icons might be adorned with sil-
ver, gold leaf, with elaborate frames, with
enamels, ivory, pearls and precious stones.
The greater number of icons that have sur-

vived over the centuries are painted on
wood with traditional techniques, such as
encaustic painting, a technique found
mainly in the Early Byzantine period, in
which pigments were mixed with melted
wax, or more usually with egg tempera, on
a ground prepared with gesso or gesso on
canvas, and more rarely with parchment
instead of canvas (gesso is a dry, white pow-
der-like material mixed with water and used
on egg tempera and walls). The gold leaf is
22-24K gold and it is applied in squares
around the painting representing the aura
of the saints.

The aghio katataxi
In terms of subject matter, they can be

categorized as icons of Christ, the Virgin
Mary and the saints, and those, mainly of
didactic character, depicting scenes from
the Old and New Testaments, the life of
the Virgin, the lives and martyrdom of the
saints, and other complex subjects like the
Last Judgment. Many icons tell the story of
the Dodekaorton; representing the 12
mainly evangelical scenes whose content
was of great doctrinal importance and which
adorned the epistyle of the iconostasis from
the Middle Byzantine period onwards. Yet,
they all belong to the great theme of Chris-
tianity, the Incarnation of God.

This is referred to as the Aghio Katataxi
or the holy arrangement of icons in the
church interior. This includes the Platytera;
the Pantokrator; St. John the Baptist; the
patron saint of the Church on the iconosta-
sis and the Annunciation on the Royal Gates.
The four evangelists - Matthew, Mark, Luke
and John are positioned in the apse below
the Pantokrator. They are also referred to
as the stilovates derived from the Greek
word stili or column. The evangelists are
both metaphorically and literally in Byzan-
tine tradition considered as the supporters
or defenders of the Orthodox Church. Also,
positioned in the dome area are as many as
four to eight angels and the exapteriga, the
six-winged depictions of Cherubim and
Seraphim - the higher angelic spirits.

If it was not for Tradition, the icon
would have been merely a religious picture,
not making present the Holy. �For this was
an art dressed in official religious attire
which, thanks to its solid intellectual foun-
dation and its Hellenistic roots, to its adop-
tion of eastern decorative skills, and the way
in which it reflected the very structure and
fortunes of the Byzantine Empire, sustained
a high level of poetic power, vitality and rel-
evance,� states the director of the Byzan-
tine Museum in Athens, Ms. Myrtali
Acheimastou-Potamianou.

Icons are mediators between heaven
and earth, providing the faithful with a di-
rect connection to the Divine. This personal
belief in the icon as protector, friend, and
intercessor, existed in the Byzantine Empire
from the sixth century, and by the 12th cen-
tury had spread to neighboring lands. Icons
continue to be the carriers of an uninter-
rupted tradition. They have remained es-
sentially Byzantine in form, content, and
meaning. And the revival of the Byzantine
style in modern Greece was mainly due to
the work of Photios Kontoglou (1895-1965),
a creative artist and distinctive writer.

The Monastery of St. Catherine on
Mount Sinai holds the largest collection of
Byzantine icons now in existence. Many
icons have also survived in Greece, in
Kastoria, Veria, Thessaloniki, Mount Athos,
the Byzantine Museum in Athens, and else-
where. Large numbers of Byzantine icons,
however, have been lost as a result of natu-
ral disasters and looting.

An indication of this mystical attraction
to iconography was also evident at �Glory
of Byzantium,� an exhibit at New York�s
Metropolitan Museum of Art, which at-
tracted over 35,000 visitors by July 1997.

MURAL COMES ALIVE as iconographer
George Filippakis applies the finishing
touches. The work is housed at St.
Demetrios Church in Astoria, NY.
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Divine talent preserves tradition
By far the best icon of God is man who

was made in God�s own image. And it is by
this man, and woman, that the spiritual
world of Byzantium lives on. It exists in the
divine talent of our very own Greek-Ameri-
can iconographers. What follows is a brief
description of only a few of the many well-
respected artists.

An eminent example of a man who has
perpetuated this tradition is 82-year-old
Constantine T. Youssis, based in Washing-
ton Heights, N.Y. A third-generation Byzan-
tine iconographer, Youssis was endowed
with this divine talent since childhood
through his famous painter grandfather,
Stavros, and his father, Theodosios.

Youssis was born in the village of
Chlomos in the Northern Epirus region of
Greece, now called southern Albania. He
began his artistic journey at age 10 when he
painted the �Twelve Gods of Olympus.� He
studied iconography with a burning desire
to preserve, develop and project Byzantine
art and all the traditions of the Orthodox
Church. Youssis, like all artists, identifies life
and art. �My talent is my life and I feel them
both with equal intensity,� he emphasized
and went on to say that he has painted ev-
ery day of his life whether commissioned
or not. Youssis loved this artwork since he
was very young and said that every artist
has his own style or technotropia. �For me,
wherever I lay my brush, that�s it, there is
no going back,� said Youssis.

In 1945 he fled the Civil War in his na-
tive region and spent the next decade work-
ing in Greece where his frescoes adorned
several churches. He emigrated to the US
in 1955 and immediately began working
alongside George Gliatas, an accomplished
iconographer and former student of the re-
nowned contemporary artist, Photios
Kontoglou, on the decoration of St. Spyridon
Church in Washington Heights and others.
Kontoglou, otherwise known as the dean of
Byzantine Iconography, was a severe and
relentless critic - who praised Youssis� work.

Since then, Youssis, also a follower of
Kontoglou, has installed artistic treasures in
more than 70 Greek, Russian, Serbian, Syr-
ian and other Orthodox houses of worship
throughout the country. For Washington-
area residents, the Church of St. Katherine
(Falls Church, Va.) provides an excellent
example of Youssis� work. Among his most
valuable works is a 20-icon composition
adorning the Church of St. Demetrios
(Astoria, NY) entitled Akathistos Ymnos.

He has lectured, mounted exhibitions
and his work has been recognized in the
U.S. Congress where he is referred to as:
�among the finest Byzantine artists in the
world; dean of the Byzantine iconogra-
phers.� In 1992, Youssis donated a 22-paint-
ing collection of his works since 1957, val-
ued at $250,000, to the Howard University
School of Divinity in Washington.

There are various schools of iconogra-
phy, namely the Cretan, the Macedonian and
Ionian Island school. �The figures and color
of the robes are prescribed, but the style of
the icon is the artist�s own,� said Youssis,
adding that, �how you paint is generally dic-
tated, but each painter has his own hand
and his skill can be seen. The skill is not just
in depicting, but in conveying the worshiper
to the other world. It is in this ability to cre-
ate a mood and elevate the worshiper that
the talent counts.� Youssis paints in bright
colors in acrylic on Belgian canvas. He pre-
fers acrylic because it lasts longer and al-
lows for greater fine detail.

In 1986, Youssis� icon of the Virgin Mary
at the Albanian Orthodox Church of St. Nicho-
las in Chicago miraculously wept and scores

of people came to visit the site.
He undoubtedly believes that it
was a miracle - �anything is pos-
sible when you reach a Holy
face,� said Youssis. His paintings
reflect his tendency to use the
traditional techniques and forms
of Byzantine icon painting which
he said he never failed to deliver
on time. Youssis continues to
work to this day but a chronic
back problem impedes his abil-
ity to maneuver himself easily.

Another respected Byzan-
tine artist is George Filippakis
based on Long Island. Born in
Iraklion, Crete, in 1946, he be-
gan this artform at age 11, while

attending school, at the Cathedral of St.
Minas, Iraklion, Crete under the master ico-
nographer Stylianos Kartakis, widely recog-
nized in Europe for his unique Byzantine
techniques. During this period, he also stud-
ied the icons of Michael Damascene, the
teacher of El Greco, as well the works of
Kastrophilakas. Following his studies with
Kartakis for five years, he went on to the
School of Fine Arts in Athens. At the ages of
19 and at 22, he completed his first two
churches: St. Demetrios and the monastery
of St. Katherine both on Aegina, Greece, that
consist mainly of frescoes.

Filippakis� religious conviction
stemmed from age 5, where he attended
services as an altar boy at St. Minas. What
drew him to iconography was his deep faith
in God and his talent. Every icon I do is the
face of God,� said Filippakis. �In order to
work, you need to prepare yourself with
concentration, prayer, censing and chant.�
He contributes his greatest success to be-
ing �conscientious� and �consistent.�
Filippakis follows the Cretan School style of
iconography - he believes it adheres more
to the Orthodox tradition. �The colors are
more expressive and lend a mysticism and
spiritual nature to the icons. Lighting is also
limited which lends to the nature of the
Holy,� he said.

In 1969, Filippakis emigrated to the
United States where, in 1972, he completed
his first church: St. John the Baptist in Bos-
ton. Since then, he has worked in more than
45 churches nationally.

His important works include paintings
and mosaics at St. Anthony�s Church, Pasa-
dena, Calif. and frescoes at the St. Photios
National Shrine, St. Augustine, Fla., for which
he received the Mellen E. Greeley Award of
the American Institute of Architects for
Craftmanship of Iconography in 1982.

In 1995, he received the Archdiocesan
Medal of St. Paul, the highest honor be-
stowed upon a lay person by the Archdio-
cese, in recognition of excelling in the pres-
ervation and perpetuation of the traditional
Byzantine iconography in the churches of
the Western Hemisphere. In 1997, he re-
ceived the Archdiocese Laity Award in rec-
ognition of outstanding service to the
Church.

Filippakis works with charcoal, pen and
ink, oils, watercolors, but mostly with egg-
tempera (the yolk of an egg mixed with vin-
egar, water and dry pigments), acrylics and
mosaics. His paintings have been exhibited

THE PANTOKRATOR as a portable icon
painted by Skordelis.

THE PANTOKRATOR in its final stages as iconographer Nicholas R. Brisnovalis applies a
stroke of genius at the Church of our Saviour in Rye.

ICONOGRAPHER Kostas D. Skordelis meticulously at work in his studio in Brooklyn.

ICONOGRAPHER Constantine T. Youssis, pictured with his wife, as he works
today in his studio in Washington Heights, NY.        (Orthodox Observer photo)

THE PLATYTERA in its final stages. A younger Youssis,
during the �70�s, is shown effortlessly at work. The
Platytera has since been installed at St. Demetrios
Church in Waukegan, Ill.

See ICONOGRAPHY  on p. 24
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NEW YORK - Christmas season activi-
ties for Archbishop Spyridon began early as
His Eminence took part in an array of fes-
tive events, including a special liturgy for
hospitalized children and services surround-
ing the Feast Day of St. Spyridon.

The Archbishop presided at a Divine Lit-
urgy at Ronald McDonald House in Man-
hattan on Dec. 11 for Greek children and
their families in residence.

Ronald McDonald House nationwide is
a home-away-from  home for children with
cancer and other diseases. Over the past
15 years the local Ronald McDonald House
has served more Greek children than any
other foreign nationality.

Ronald McDonald
House Visit a First

Festivities in Honor of the Nameday of our Archbishop

ANASTASIOS, a boy from Greece at the
Ronald McDonald House, has a private chat
with His Eminence during the Archbishop�s
visit on Dec. 11.

HIS EMINENCE presided over the Great Vespers service at St. Spyridon Church in
Manhattan, where he was joined by (L. to R.) Metropolitan Silas, Metropolitan Nicholas,
Metropolitan Paisios, Bishop Philotheos, Bishop Dimitrios, Bishop George and Bishop
Vikentios, and more than 40 other members of the clergy.          (D. Panagos photos)

To His Eminence, the Most Reverend Archbishop Spyridon
of America, Exarch of the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, be-

loved brother of our Modesty, and concelebrant in the Holy
Spirit: grace and peace be unto Your Eminence from God.
With great joy, we address Your beloved Eminence on this

day of joy, in which Your Eminence celebrates the annual
commemoration of your Name Day.  We most especially de-

light in this happy opportunity to write to you, and convey our
warmest fraternal felicitations, as we beseech the Lord to grace
Your Eminence with length of days, robust health and indomi-
table fortitude in your distinguished ministry in the Church.

May His grace and infinite mercy be with Your beloved
Eminence.

December 12, 1998
your beloved brother in Christ,

ÿ BARTHOLOMEW of Constantinople

At both the Great Vespers and the Di-
vine Liturgy, Archbishop Spyridon thanked
everyone present and extended his greet-
ings. He reminded the congregations that
the honor of the feast day belonged to St.
Spyridon, not to himself.

A luncheon hosted by the community
took place after the Liturgy.

In the afternoon, a Doxology and re-
ception by many hundreds of area faithful
who expressed their love and support took
place for Archbishop Spyridon at Archdio-
cese headquarters. Archdiocese staff mem-
bers served as hosts.

At the Doxology, Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew�s congratulatory message was
read, as were greetings by Metropolitan
Nicholas of Amissos on behalf of SCOBA,
and Consul General of Greece Haralambos
Manesis who read the congratulatory mes-
sage from President of Greece Constantine
Stephanopoulos. Among other dignitaries
present were the Consul General of Cyprus
Pantelis Eliades and John Catsimatides, Vice-
Chairman of the Archdiocesan Council.

Among those attending were children�s
choirs from the following Greek day and
afternoon schools who sang traditional
Christmas carols. Parish schools represented
included: Holy Trinity, Hicksville; Transfigu-
ration, Corona, St. Demetrios, Astoria; Holy
Trinity Cathedral; St. Nicholas day and af-
ternoon schools, Flushing; Soterios Ellenas
School, Brooklyn; St. Demetrios, Jamaica;
Fantis School, Brooklyn; Holy Cross, Brook-
lyn; and Zoodochos Peghe, Bronx.

The Hellenic Cultural Center Choir of
Astoria offered a special presentation out-
side of the Archdiocese Chapel of St. Paul.

The reception, originally scheduled
from 2-5 p.m., was extended until 7 p.m.
due to the great influx of visitors who came
to greet His Eminence.

This was the first time that a liturgy with
the Archbishop presiding  has been offered
at Ronald McDonald House. His Eminence
also met with the children and their fami-
lies at a reception following the liturgy,
hosted by the Archdiocesan Cathedral
Philoptochos Society.

In the afternoon, the Archbishop par-
ticipated in a celebration with the Archdio-
cese staff for the lighting of the Christmas
tree at 8 East 79th Street, including the sing-
ing of Christmas carols in Greek and English.

That night, he celebrated his name day
Great Vespers at St. Spyridon Church in the
Washington Heights section of Manhattan,
with nearly 50 clergy in attendance, includ-
ing three metropolitans and four bishops.

They were Metropolitan Silas of Saranta
Ecclesion, Metropolitan Nicholas of Amis-
sos, treasurer of SCOBA and head of the
American Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Dio-
cese; Metropolitan Paisios of Tyanon, ab-
bot of the Stavropegial Monastery of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate, St. Irene Chrysova-
lantou; Bishop Philotheos of Meloa, Bishop
Vikentios of Apameia, Bishop Dimitrios of
Xanthos and Bishop George of Komanon.

The church was filled to overflowing
with Orthodox Christians from the Greater
New York area. Following the lengthy ves-
pers, a full reception took place hosted by
the parish of St. Spyridon.

The next morning, Dec. 12, the Divine
Liturgy took place at St. Spyridon Church at
9 a.m. with about 25 priests attending, in-
cluding all the hierarchs listed above and five
deacons.


