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ORLANDO, Fla. � Parishioners of Holy
Trinity Church are preparing to roll out the
welcome mat this July for the 34th Clergy-
Laity Congress, the National Philoptochos
Convention and the Young Adult League
Conference.

Inclusive dates for the Congress are July
4-9. The YAL will meet July 2-5.

Planning for the many activities and
programs that will be part of the biennial
event has been under way for some time,
according to the Rev. Dean Gigicos, pastor
of the 500-family community, who serves
as local chairman.

The general theme is �One faith, One
Family, One Future: Together to the New
Millennium.�

In a message to the faithful, Archbishop
Spyridon requests that all communities be
fully represented and that, together, we
strive to realize the divine will of our Savior
in our personal lives and in the ministry of
His Church, as reflected in the spiritual
theme of the Congress: �A new heart I will
give to you, and a new spirit I will put within
you� (Ez. 36:26).

In his invitation to the faithful, His Emi-
nence said that �It is my personal hope and
desire that this Congress be a spiritual, dy-
namic and professional gathering of this
great and holy Church in America. Working
together, I am confident that this Clergy-La-
ity Congress will be blessed by the Lord, as
we strive to fulfill His will in the ministry of
our beloved Archdiocese.�

Some 3,000 delegates, observers and
guests from the 450 parishes of the Arch-
diocese are expected to attend.

Serving as the Congress headquarters
will be the 1,500-room Orlando World Cen-
ter Marriott, located on the south side of
this east-central Florida city about 15 miles
from the church.

�This is probably the best hotel where
the Clergy-Laity Congress has ever been
held,� Fr. Gigicos said. �And all the meeting
rooms will be on the same level.�

Some of the highlights planned include a
doxology and picnic for the young adults on
July 4, followed by a fireworks display at night.

A Divine Liturgy will take place at the
hotel  Sunday morning and Archbishop
Spyridon will preside at the Hierarchal Di-
vine Liturgy Sunday morning and will give
the keynote address on the first official day
of the Congress, July 6.

�We�re anticipating a lot of families,�
said Fr. Gigicos, who mentioned several area
attractions that should peak everyone�s in-
terest. Besides Disney World, located only
5 minutes from the hotel, Orlando is home
to Sea World, where the YAL will hold a din-
ner-dance and Universal Studios. Less than
an hour away is the �Space Coast,� featur-
ing the Kennedy Space Center. Further up
the coast is St. Augustine with its Orthodox
Christian Mission Center and St. Photios
National Shrine.

For the health conscious, Fr. Gigicos
said one of the activities being organized is
a �power walk� that will take place at 6:30
a.m. each day and will include a brief prayer
and meditation. After walking two or three
miles, participants will return in time for the
daily Divine Liturgy at the hotel.

Orlando to Welcome
Clergy-Laity Congress

Turkish law enforcement officials are
drawing blanks in the investigations of two
recent attacks against the Greek Orthodox
Church in Istanbul, the Religion News Ser-
vice reported.

No arrests have been made and police
have no suspects in the incidents.

Assailants killed the Rev. Vasilios
Haviaropoulos, the 73-year-old caretaker of
the Shrine of St. Therapon in downtown
Istanbul on Jan. 12. They then looted the
church and set it on fire. Firefighters quickly
put out the blaze, but eight icons, an antique
Bible and a blessing cross are missing.

In December, a deacon was injured
when a bomb was thrown on the roof of
the patriarchal Cathedral of St. George.

The latest attack brought condemnation
from around the world, including President
Bill Clinton and the U.S. State Department.

Below is the text of the President�s re-
sponse on the bombing to  Congressman
Ben Gilman, chairman of the House Inter-
national Relations Committee, and a state-
ment from the State Department.

The White House
January 20, 1998
Dear Chairman:
Thank you for your letter regarding the

recent bombing of the Ecumenical Patriarch-
ate in Istanbul, Turkey. I share your concern
and am appalled by such terrorist acts.

Our acting Consul General visited the
Patriarch shortly after the bombing to ex-
press American concern and support, and
has since been in close touch with Turkish
police. Our security officer has advised the
Patriarchate on measures they should take
internally to improve their security against
terrorist attacks.

The Turkish police are currently con-
structing a watchtower to help detect sus-
picious activity around the Patriarchate. His
All Holiness has told us that he was grati-
fied by the prompt response of the Turkish
police and the Turkish government�s strong
condemnation of the attack. We will con-
tinue to offer advice where appropriate to
help prevent future terrorist acts of this kind.

Sincerely
BIll Clinton

Following is the State Department�s
condemnation of the recent attack:

 �The United States Government con-
siders such attacks cowardly and condemns
them.  The most recent attack on the Shrine
of Therapon in Istanbul appears criminal in
nature.  Turkish officials are investigating this
crime, as well as the December bombing
attack.  We look forward to learning the re-
sults of these investigations.  We note that
Turkish government officials have also con-
demned these attacks and have taken steps
to increase security at the Patriarchate.  In
the wake of the attack on the Therapion
Shrine, we would encourage the Turkish
government to reassess the adequacy of
security measures at other religious sites.�

The Archdiocese issued a press release
with the full chronology of the events, while
reports were published in the news me-
dia, among them �The New York TImes�.
Both can be found on page 5.

President, State Dept.,
Respond to Attack

Adult baptism
Archbishop Spyridon baptizes 25-year-old Nestoras Veizis, a native of Albania who had
not been baptized as an infant living under the atheistic regime of Enver Hoxha. Mr. Veizis
is a member of St. Nicholas Church in Flushing, N.Y., where the baptism took place. He is
the first adult to be baptized by the Archbishop. Assisting His Eminence is Fr. George
Passias, Archdiocese chancellor and former pastor at St. Nicholas.     (  D. Panagos photo)

At every �Celebration of Hellenic Let-
ters and Arts� luncheon held at the vener-
able Waldorf Astoria in New York around
the time of the Three Hierarchs feast day,
noted Philhellenes, Archbishops, consuls
general and Big Apple mayors drive home
the point that Greek learning and culture
have profoundly affected individuals and
societies throughout the Western World.

�Zorba� Announces Decision
to Become Greek Orthodox

At Hellenic Letters Luncheon

hundreds of other films wanted to make a
surprise announcement.

Quinn attended the event to help
honor another international movie legend,
Irene Papas, who received the �Lifetime
Achievement Award� for excellence in the
theater and the arts.

Remarking drolly that it was �difficult
to make a confession with everyone stand-
ing,� he quietly told the nearly 700 persons
who were about to disperse that he had
asked Archbishop Spyridon to conduct a
Greek Orthodox wedding ceremony for his
wife, Katy, and himself and that he wants
�to become a Greek Orthodox.�

The Quinns recently were married in
a civil ceremony.

No date was announced for the wed-
ding, but the audience cheered its approval.

See HELLENIC LETTERS on p. 4

By Jim Golding

At this year�s 10th annual luncheon on
Feb. 1, Hellenic influence may have
prompted a dramatic announcement from
a Hollywood legend attending the event.

As the luncheon drew to a close in the
late hours of the afternoon, Archbishop
Spyridon, having just concluded his reflec-
tions and benediction, announced that An-
thony Quinn, star of �Zorba the Greek� and

ARCHBISHOP SPYRIDON  displays the icon of the Panagia that he presented to Irene
Papas  (left) at the Hellenic Letters and Arts luncheon. At right is Elias Kulukundis, new
president of the Holy Trinity Archdiocesan Cathedral Board.            (D. Panagos photo)
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BALTIMORE � Following his participa-
tion in the installation of the new presiding
Bishop of the Episcopal Church, Frank Tracy
Griswold III, in Washington, Archbishop
Spyridon made a pastoral visit to Annuncia-
tion Cathedral on Jan. 11. While there, he offi-
ciated at his first Divine Liturgy at the parish.

More than 1,000 persons packed the
sanctuary including many area clergy who
welcomed the Archbishop and children who
tossed rose petals as he entered the church,
according to Fr. Constantine Monios, cathe-
dral dean.

Assisting His Eminence at the Liturgy
were Archimandrite George Kalpaxis,
Protopresbyter Ernest Arambiges,
Protopresbyter Constantine Monios, Pres-
byter Manuel Burusi, Presbyter Dean
Moralis, and Deacon Elias Villis.

At the end of the Liturgy, Fr. Monios
presented  the Archbishop with a leather
portfolio embossed with his title and the
Archdiocesan seal.

In return, the Archbishop presented to
the Cathedral dean with the volume �The
Ecumenical Patriarchate: The Great Church
of Christ.�

Spyridon Celebrates 1st Baltimore Liturgy
This book will become part of the Ca-

thedral library, which the Archbishop rec-
ognized as one of the outstanding libraries
in the Archdiocese. He also thanked
Theodore J. George, library founder and
head librarian, for his 43 years of service.

Archbishop Spyridon praised the Cathe-
dral Choir, directed by Mrs. Georgia Topal
Tangires, for the beauty of its Liturgical mu-
sic and its fidelity to Orthodox traditions.
He invited the entire choir to the solea for a
personal blessing by him.

His Eminence also spoke of the
Cathedral�s Byzantine iconography, telling
the congregation that it is among the most
beautiful he has seen.

After the service, Parish Council Presi-
dent Gary T. Padusis officially welcomed His
Eminence.

Kerry Agathoklis, Philoptochos presi-
dent, headed a committee that planned the
reception in the Archbishop�s honor.

Many of  the faithful greeted His Emi-
nence and the Sunday School children pre-
sented the Archbishop with a huge greeting
card they made with symbols of respect and
love to their spiritual father.

BROOKLINE, Mass. � The Camp Cur-
riculum Committee of the Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese of America met Jan. 11-13 on
the Hellenic College- Holy Cross campus
to develop a unified religious education cur-
riculum for each Diocese�s camp program.

The committee is the collaborative ini-
tiative of the Archdiocese Religious Educa-
tion Department and Office of Youth and
Adult Ministries.

According to the Rev. Dr. Frank
Marangos, committee chairman and the
Archdiocese Religious Education director,
the panel reflects the collective and authori-
tative resources of educators and youth
workers throughout the entire Archdiocese.

According to Fr. Marangos, �the pur-
pose of the committee is to allow the entire
Orthodox Church in America to benefit from
ideas and programming of the talent and
experience of educators, curriculum devel-
opers and youth professionals who have
formally worked in the Greek Orthodox
camps.�

In addition to Fr. Marangos, the Camp
Curriculum Committee members attending
included the Revs. Anastasios Bourantas,
Archdiocesan director of Youth and Young
Adult Ministries; Mark Leondis, Denver Dio-
cese youth director; John Roll, San Francisco
Diocese youth director; Maria Karalekas-
Archdiocesan assistant youth director, Ann
Mitsakos and Michael Sintros, both of the
Boston Diocese;  Paul Keriotis, Holy Cross
Theological School; Irene Cassis, religious
education director at Annunciation Cathe-
dral, Houston; Maureen Issa,  St. Vladimir
Theological School; and  Melissa Bazos,  St.
Nicholas Ranch camp director, California.

Committee Meets to
Develop Curriculum
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Vassilopita at Holy Cross
His Eminence speaks to students at Holy Cross School of Theology at the Vasilopita
cutting held at the seminary recently.            (D. Panagos photo)

With Boston clergy
Archbishop Spyridon traveled to Boston in mid-January to meet with clergy of the
Diocese.          (D. Panagos photo)

LOS ANGELES � Several Southern
California parishes will serve as sites for the
15th annual St. John Chrysostom Oratori-
cal Festival on the June 5-7 weekend.

The host parishes of St. Anthony, Pasa-
dena; St. Nicholas, Northridge; and St.
Sophia Cathedral, Los Angeles, are organiz-
ing an exciting weekend for all participants.

Great emphasis is being placed on gath-
ering young people from the Southern Cali-
fornia area to join in the weekend�s activi-
ties and to hear the powerful messages to

Los Angeles Churches to Host St.
John Chrysostom Oratorical Finals

be delivered by the award-winning orators
from across the country. The orators will also
be sent out to preach at the local parishes
that Sunday.

The host committees were organized
at a Dec. 8 meeting with Fr. Frank Marangos,
director of the Archdiocese Department of
Religious Education and Presbytera Marga-
ret Orfanakos, national co-chairman of the
Oratorical Festival.

Archbishop Spyridon plans to attend the
event in support of this Archdiocesan ministry.

January 1 �   Archdiocesan Cathe-
dral of the Holy Trinity St.Basil Liturgy; In-
auguration of Mayor Rudolph Giuliani, City
Hall

4-7  �   Epiphany Services at Tarpon
Springs, Fla. St. John the Baptist Liturgy at
Tampa, Fla.

17 � Keynote Address,  YAL Arch-
diocesan District Conference, Stamford,
Conn.

18 � Divine Liturgy, YAL Conference,
Holy Trinity Church, New Rochelle,N.Y.

19  �  Annual  luncheon, Combined
Philoptochos Chapters of Brooklyn and
Staten Island

20   �  Diocese of Boston Clergy Lun-
cheon and Vasilopeta, Boston

25   �  Divine Liturgy,  St. Nicholas
Church, Flushing, N.Y.

26  �  HC/HC (Boston) Dinner and
Vasilopeta with students; Meeting with Ex-
ecutive Committee of Board of Trustees

30  � Archdiocesan Cathedral of the
Holy Trinity, Divine Liturgy Commemorat-
ing the Feast Day of the Three Hierarchs,
Participation of students of New York Met-
ropolitan Parochial Schools, Presentation of

Public Schedule Of Archbishop Spyridon
Regents Honors and Vasilopeta; Reception
at Archdiocese for teachers of parochial and
Greek language afternoon schools.

February 1 � Divine Liturgy and In-
stallation of Board of Trustees,
Archdiocesan Cathedral of  the Holy Trin-
ity,  Hellenic Letters Luncheon at Waldorf
Astoria hotel

7-8  � St. Photios National Shrine Pil-
grimage, St. Augustine,Fla.

13-14 � Hellenic College/Holy
Cross, Executive Committee and  Board
of Trustees meetings, Brookline, Mass.

17 � Meeting at Archdiocese with
the Rev. Matt Farr, director of Communi-
ties of  Faith for America�s Promise

Upcoming Schedule
February 20-21 �  Conferral of hon-

orary degree at the Medical University of
South Carolina, Charleston, and delivery
of annual Colbert Lecture;  Divine Liturgy
and luncheon at Holy Trinity Church,
Charleston

22  �  Pan-Gregorian 1988 Academic
Awards honoring Archbishop Spyridon,
Astoria

Archdiocese News  �  2-4
Around the USA � 20
Challenge � 19
Church & Technology � 8
Diocese News � 21
Ecum. Patriarchate � 5
Greek section � 11-13
Missions � 16
National-World Review � 7
National Sisterhood of
Presvyteres � 14
Of Special Interest � 24
Opinions  � 8
Orthodoxy Worldwide � 6
Parish Profile � 17
Prison Ministry � 23
Tell Me Father � 15

Young Adults � 18
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YONKERS, N.Y. � St. Michael�s Home
received a $50,000 contribution recently from
philanthropist Lillian Booth of Alpine, N.J.

This gift was made through a grant re-
ceived from The New York Community Trust-
The Lillian G. Booth Fund, of which Mrs. Booth
is an advisor. This distinguished member of
the Greek-American community has gener-
ously supported many worthwhile causes, in-
cluding Pascack Valley Hospital in New Jersey
with a gift of more than $2 ½ million.

According to the Very Rev. Andonios
Paropoulos, director of the home, �St.
Michael�s Home has been abundantly
blessed by Almighty God with special friends
who have deeply touched our lives with their
love. One of these extraordinary people is
Mrs. Booth, �Ourania� as she is affectionately
known at St. Michael�s, who overwhelmed
everyone with her magnanimous donation.

�This gift comes at a critical point in the
history of St. Michael�s and will greatly help
us to enhance the quality of care we offer
our beloved residents. Needless to say, we
are indebted to Mrs. Booth and words are
truly inadequate to convey to her our heart-

St. Michael�s Home receives $50,000 gift
felt appreciation. It is people such as Ourania
that have enabled St. Michael�s for almost
40 years to provide the elderly of our com-
munity with quality care in a loving home.�

St. Michael�s Home is a New York State
Department of Social Services certified adult
home and is the only facility under the ae-
gis of this Greek Orthodox Archdiocese serv-
ing the needs of the elderly.

Funds for operating the institution come
from the monthly boarding fees offered by
the residents and through contributions from
the greater community.

Most recently, the Home completed a
$4.25 million expansion and renovation pro-
gram and has greatly enhanced the quality of
care it offers the elderly. The facility offers
private and semi-private accommodations.

CHARLOTTE, N.C. � The Holy Trinity
Greek Orthodox Cathedral parish received
a visit from Archbishop Spyridon for Christ-
mas Eve services. He was accompanied by
Father John Heropoulos, Deacon Elias and
Mrs. Melanie Villis (son-in-law and daugh-
ter of Fr. Nick and Presbytera Diane
Triantafilou).

Archbishop Spyridon Celebrates Christmas in Charlotte

By George P. Tatsis

a cold misty rain. His Eminence celebrated
the Divine Liturgy and offered kind words
about the Christmas season, the parish and
its history in the Diocese of Atlanta, as well
as in the Archdiocese. He also spoke about
Fr. Phaethon Constantinides who had served
as priest in Charlotte for 30 years and passed
away in 1996.

The Archbishop presented the parish
with a gift of a silver pitcher and bowl used
by Church hierarchs during the Divine Lit-
urgy. The parish council president gave His
Eminence a copy of a picture book and nar-
rative of the Cathedral�s iconography. The
book had been dedicated to Fr.
Constantinides� memory.

After the services, the congregation
joined His Eminence at a reception hosted
by the Philoptochos in the Hellenic Center
to celebrate the birth of Christ.

They were greeted at the airport by Fr.
Nick, Fr. Tommy Vlahos, and their
presbyteres; parish President George P.
Tatsis, President-elect John N. Couchell,
parish council members and their wives,
various parish leaders, along with flowers
bearing children of the parish.

During the Christmas Eve services the
Cathedral was filled with a standing room
only crowd. Many people stood outside in

NEW YORK � Dr. Anthony J.
Limberakis has been appointed by Arch-
bishop Spyridon as national commander of
the Order of St. Andrew the Apostle for a
two-year term, effective Jan. 22.

He succeeds Dr. Chris Philip, a mem-
ber of the Order for more than 25 years.
Dr. Philip, in a letter to His Eminence last
year stated his intention to
retire in 1998.

Dr. Limberakis was in-
vested as Archon Aktouarios
of the Ecumenical Patriarchate
in 1987 and has served on its
National Council since 1989,
subsequently as national sec-
retary. He chaired the Archon
Patriarchal Concert for Peace
featuring Nana Mouskouri
during the fall visit of Ecumeni-
cal Patriarch Bartholomew.

His Eminence, in exhort-
ing Dr. Limberakis to carry out
his responsibilities with dignity and honor
said: � As defenders of the faith the Archons
have the special obligation to proclaim
loudly to all the world the 2,000-year-old
tradition of the Great Church of Christ, the
Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople.
It is the special call of the Church to all Ar-
chons to live a life pleasing to God, in con-
stant vigilance, in order to defend and pro-
tect the See of St. Andrew in Constan-
tinople.�

President of Bustleton Radiology Asso-
ciates, Ltd., a multi-modality radiology prac-
tice in metropolitan Philadelphia, Dr.
Limberakis is the son of a pioneer priest of
the Archdiocese, the Rev. and Mrs. John

Limberakis Named Archons� National Commander
Limberakis, and is married to Dr. Maria
Borden Limberakis, a family practitioner in
Philadelphia. They have three young chil-
dren. He is also the son-in-law of the late
Dr. Anthony G. Borden, who served as the
second national commander of the Archons
until his retirement in 1989.

A graduate of the University of Pennsyl-
vania and the Duke University
School of Medicine, Dr. Limbe-
rakis is a member of the parish
council of St. Sophia Church,
Valley Forge, Pa. He has served
as a member of the Board of
Trustees of Hellenic College/
Holy Cross School of Theology
and chaired the trustee devel-
opment committee.

�From a personal perspec-
tive, assuming this lofty posi-
tion brings great honor to my
entire family and recognizes my
unique upbringing and back-

ground,� Dr. Limberakis said in reflecting on
his appointment.

He also praised the work of Dr. Philip as
national commandersince 1989.

�On behalf of all Archons of the Ecu-
menical Throne, I take this opportunity to
express our sincere gratitude to Dr. Chris
Philip. For some 25 years he has selflessly
devoted his time, talent and treasure to the
Order of St. Andrew defending the Phanar,
enlightening our governmental leaders as to
the plight of the Patriarchate and refining
the structure and framework of the Order
within the United States. As an elder states-
man within the Order, we look forward to
his advice and counsel in the years to come.�

As part of his commitment to visit ev-
ery diocese, Archbishop Spyridon and mem-
bers of his staff spent two days, Jan. 13 and
14, at Holy Cross parish in Pittsburgh at the
invitation of Metropolitan Maximos of
Aenos, presiding hierarch of the Pittsburgh
Diocese. Each parish sent a delegation,
which included the priest and parish coun-
cil executive board members.

Pittsburgh Welcomes His Eminence

NEW YORK - Archbishop Spyridon of-
ficiated at the funeral services of his uncle,
George C. Tsourakis, on Jan. 14 at St. Nicho-
las Cathedral, Tarpon Springs, Fla. Mr.
Tsourakis was the brother of Mrs. Clara
Papagheorgiou, the mother of His Eminence.

An Archon Depoutatos of the Ecumeni-
cal Patriarchate, Mr. Tsourakis, 73, who
passed away on Jan. 10, is also survived by
another sister, Theodora Liolos of Tarpon
Springs, a daughter, Virginia Patrick and
sons, Dean and Nick, all of Tarpon Springs.

A highly respected member of the com-
munity, Mr. Tsourakis served twice as mayor
of Tarpon Springs and as past president of
St. Nicholas Cathedral.

Archbishop Officiates
at Uncle�s Funeral

By Fr. John Chakos

Their first meeting together was a get-
acquainted session, which gave His Emi-
nence a forum to discuss any concerns about
the thrust of his leadership. Many hard ques-
tions were posed, some of them of a sensi-
tive nature, all of which resulted in a frank
and open dialogue about the direction of the
Church in America.

One area of great concern to His Emi-
nence was how the church can properly
meet the challenge of the so-called ecumeni-
cal or mixed marriages, ensuring that the
children of such marriages continue to be
faithful members of the Orthodox faith.

Uniformity throughout the Archdiocese
in the reception of converts was also ad-
dressed. Materials will soon be prepared to
facilitate this process.

His Eminence stated that he would like
to give top priority to home missions as there
are at least 34 parishes without priests.

In the afternoon session the delegates
were treated to an excellent presentation by
Theo Nicolakis about the pioneering ad-
vances in Internet technology that the Arch-
diocese is presently employing. The goal is
to have every parish on-line so that the valu-
able resources and important communiques
can be disseminated in a timely manner.

Particularly exciting was the possibility of
visiting the holy places of Orthodoxy via the
Internet.

In the evening His Eminence shared a
meal with the priests and presbyteres, fol-
lowed by a private dialogue with them. He
again emphasized the point that the church
needs to be more mission-minded.

The last session of a long day was held
for the benefit of the Young Adult League of
the Pittsburgh Diocese. Although the hour
was late, His Eminence made a point of try-
ing to address every question directed to
him. Questions about Orthodox unity, the
place of converts in the church, the language
to be used in worship, and the possibility of
inter-Orthodox cooperation were among
those discussed. His Eminence made it clear
that the Americanization of the church was
inevitable. English will be its future language.

One last session was held the follow-
ing morning after Liturgy with Fr. George
Passias, the chancellor; Metropolitan
Maximos and diocese priests. Archbishop
Spyridon was unable to attend as he was
called away to officiate at the funeral of his
uncle in Tarpon Springs, Fla.

Among other topics discussed, Fr.
Passias disclosed the new and more strin-
gent policy of the Archdiocese regarding
clergy sexual misconduct. Also, new screen-
ing procedures for candidates to the holy
priesthood were presented.

While many issues remained to be re-
solved due to time constraints, the consen-
sus of those in attendance was that a good
beginning was made. The willingness of His
Eminence to come to Pittsburgh and make
himself available for such an encounter was
appreciated. NEW YORK - Archbishop Spyridon an-

nounced Jan. 30 that he regretfully accepted
the resignation of Jerry Dimitriou, the direc-
tor of finance, effective Feb. 2.

Mr. Dimitriou tendered his resignation
with the provision that he remain in his po-
sition as long as necessary in order to facili-
tate an orderly transition to a new director,
who will be named as soon as possible.

Mr. Dimitriou came to the Archdiocese
in 1987 as associate director of Economic
Development.

In 1992, he was appointed director of
finance and administration and, with the
election of His Eminence, continued as di-
rector of finance.

During his 11 years� service, Mr.
Dimitriou contributed significantly to the
computerization of the Archdiocese, and to
many salutary economic and administrative
improvements in the Church�s financial and
economic operations.

His tenure also witnessed numerous
enhancements to the auditing and account-
ing procedures.

Director of Finance Resigns

New �Leadership�
members

Dr. Nicholas A. and
Helen Tzimas, of

Tenafly, N.J.,
recently visited

Archbishop
Spyridon at the

Archdiocese shortly
after they became

members of
Leadership 100 by

fulfilling their
$100,000 pledge in
one donation. They

will join His
Eminence and more

than 100
Leadership 100

members at their
annual conference
at the Ritz Carlton

in Palm Beach, Fla.,
Feb. 26 -28.
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Please send me ______ copies of �Popular Greek Recipes� at $10.95 plus $1.75
postage and handling for each copy. (Total $12.70 each)
Enclosed you will find $ ________ for this order
Name ________________________________________________________
Address_______________________________________________________
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�

GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH OF THE HOLY TRINITY PHILOPTOCHOS SOCIETY
30 Race Street, Charleston, South Carolina 29403

FEBRUARY
IS HEART MONTH

Olive oil is a healthy choice. Olive oil is a cholesterol
and sodium free food. That�s reason enough for or-
dering POPULAR GREEK RECIPES. Learn to cook
with olive oil, which varies in flavor, bouquet, and color.

a r c h D I O C E S E  N E W S

BERKELEY, Calif. � The Patriarch
Athenagoras Orthodox Institute at the
Graduate Theological Union announces the
seventh annual Distinguished Lecture Series.

Co-sponsored by the University of Cali-
fornia-Berkeley Department of History, the
series theme is �The Church in Post-Com-
munist Europe.� Professor Christos Yannaras
will deliver the lectures Tuesday, Feb. 17
through Monday, Feb. 23.

The Feb. 17 lecture topic will be �The
Religious Origins of Historical Materialism:
An Orthodox Point of View.�

�How Individualism Supplants the Or-
thodox Concept of Parenthood,� will be the
topic on Feb. 19, and  �The Consequences
of Orthodoxy�s Attempt to Westernize� will
be discussed Feb. 23.

The lectures will be held at the Alumni

Institute Sponsors Lectures on Orthodox
Christianity in Post-Communist Europe

House of the University of California at Ber-
keley beginning at 8 p.m. The public is in-
vited and there is no admission charge.

Christos Yannaras is professor of Phi-
losophy at Pantion University of Social and
Political Sciences, Athens, Greece. As a phi-
losopher and theologian, his work is an
amalgamation of Patristic theology and
methodology with 19th and 20th century
existential thought, particularly that of Mar-
tin Heidegger. His writings also present a
critical analysis of the divisions between the
Orthodox mind and Western theological
thought.

The Distinguished Lectures are part of
the ongoing program of the Patriarch
Athenagoras Orthodox  Institute, which
brings to Berkeley each year a distinguished
scholar of Orthodox Studies.

As they departed, he was besieged by
autograph seekers.

However, the focus of the accolades
at the luncheon was Ms. Papas, who ap-
peared with Quinn in 10 movies, includ-
ing Zorba the Greek and the Guns of
Navarone.

Clips from several of her films showed
the intensity and sincerity that underscored
Archbishop Spyridon�s tribute to her as he
presented the award: �Blessed with a face
that can reveal all emotions, not to men-
tion �launch a thousand ships;� with a voice
that can evoke within us a profound emo-
tional response, not to mention give expres-
sion of the beautiful melodies of our
Church; and with a strong sense of self that
can reveal unashamedly both the power
and vulnerability of her homeland, not to
mention cause even a Zorba to mourn the
loss of a widow�s life; with all these bless-
ings, her dedication to her craft is, if not
unparalleled, equaled by only a few actors
in the history of modern theater. By giving
her this award, we honor her in the  true
spirit of Hellenism for her pursuit of excel-
lence, and we thank her for the joy we have
had in watching her performances.�

Tying in the Greek Orthodox element
of Hellenism, His Eminence also presented
Ms. Papas with an icon of the Three Hier-
archs.

Earlier, Consul General of Greece
Charalambos Manessis and Cyprus� Am-
bassador to the U.S. Andros A. Nicolaides,
added their praise of Ms. Papas and her
embodiment of Hellenic ideals. �Irene Pa-
pas has fulfilled the legacy of our ances-
tors,� said Consul General Manessis.

Ms. Papas, whom no one would sus-
pect of being 69 had it not been mentioned
that she was born in 1929, mesmerized the
audience with her presence. Noting
Byzantium�s legacy, she said �Our civiliza-
tion, culture and literature helped people
throughout the world,� she said, citing as
an example the adoption of Byzantine mu-
sic by Turks, Arabs and Spain.

She praised the Church for �embrac-
ing  the artists,� and for the support of Pa-
triarch Bartholomew, whom she called �a
great man.�

�They are working with the soul of the
people, and we do the same.�

Also receiving an award at the lun-
cheon was Stella Kokolis, the tireless
founder, mover and shaker of the Celebra-
tion of Hellenic Letters and Arts, and of
several Hellenic cultural organizations and
activities in the New York area. She and
the late Dr. Stavroula Angelakos Gabriel,
both members of the Archdiocesan Coun-

Hellenic Letters Luncheon
cil of Education, initiated and undertook the
responsibility of chairing the event.

Mrs. Kokolis was presented the �Three
Hierarchs Highest Paideia Award� by the
Archbishop for her dedication �to educat-
ing the public as to the contributions of
Hellenism to the world around us.�

 �This is an honor and an encourage-
ment to continue my work,� Mrs. Kokolis
said. She also urged the audience to give
Archbishop Spyridon �the cooperation and
assistance to carry on his work to build a
bridge between us in a Christian spirit.�

Earlier at the luncheon, Mayor Rudolph
Giuliani presented the traditional proclama-
tion to His Eminence, declaring Feb. 1 as
Hellenic Letters Day.

Featured speaker was Dr. Annemarie
Weyl Carr, professor and chair  of Art His-
tory at Southern Methodist University in
Dallas, who spoke on Byzantium�s influ-
ence on Western heritage.

She presented a series of slides from
exhibitions at four major international ex-
positions of Byzantine art: at the Louvre,
the British Museum, Metropolitan Museum
of Art and the �Treasures from Mount
Athos� exhibit at the Museum of Byzantine
Culture in Thessaloniki.

Many of the examples of Byzantine art
were either amassed by or greatly influ-
enced the artistic tastes of European roy-
alty. �Byzantium was the  image of the el-
egant, civilian Christian court,� she said.

Luncheon proceeds go to benefit a
newly established scholarship fund for
seminarians at Holy Cross School of The-
ology. Archbishop Spyridon, in his closing
remarks, said that �by supporting seminar-
ians through our commitment to Hellenic
Letters and Arts, we truly honor the Hel-
lenic legacy. At the same time, students
who will receive scholarships from this new
fund will be reminded in yet one more way
how, as inheritors of the spiritual legacy of
Sts. Basil, Gregory and John, they are com-
mitted through their vocation to preserv-
ing this legacy in the communities they will
one day serve as priests.�

Earlier in the program, two Holy Cross
seminarians, Paul Kyriotes and Pantelis
Klostri, spoke in English and Greek about
the importance of a theological education
to the Church and themselves.

Chairmen of the 1998 Luncheon were
Fannie Petallides-Holiday and Elias J.
Kulukundis, with George E. Safiol as co-
chairman. Assisting them was a 17-person
committee.

The committee functioned under the
oversight of Dr. Nicholas Kladopoulos, di-
rector of the Archdiocesan Department of
Education, and Maria Makedon-Fountas,
assistant director.

from page 1
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e c u m e n i c a l  p a t r i a r c h a t e

ISTANBUL, Turkey � An arson attack
and a killing at a holy Eastern Orthodox
site in Istanbul, the second violent assault
here in two months, have led senior Or-
thodox figures to question Turkey�s com-
mitment to protect their church.

The government has rejected all such
doubts and asserted that the police are do-
ing their best to arrest those who carry
out anti-Orthodox attacks.

Distrust Turns to Fear for Greeks in Turkey

By STEPHEN KINZER
from the New York Times

Only a few thousand Orthodox faithful
remain in Turkey, which is predominantly
Muslim though highly secular. But Istanbul
is the seat of the Patriarchate that oversees
Orthodox churches worldwide, so the posi-
tion of Orthodoxy here is especially sensi-
tive.

The debate is further tinged by the
fact that many Turks equate the Orthodox
faith with Greece, Turkey�s main European
rival, and are suspicious of Orthodox ac-
tivities.

Arguments over whether Turkey ad-
equately protects the Orthodox Church
have taken on a new intensity since an ar-
son attack on Jan. 12 on the shrine of St.
Therapon, which houses a holy spring near
the Hagia Sophia, once the mother church
of Orthodoxy, later a mosque, now a mu-
seum.

After the fire was put out, Orthodox
clergymen entered the shrine and con-
cluded that eight icons, a holy book and a
cross were missing. After a search, the
custodian�s badly bruised body was found
in the shrine�s well.

At a police inquest, one witness sug-
gested that the victim, Vasilios
Haviaropoulos, had hidden himself in the
well and drowned. But his son, an Ortho-
dox priest, said the body was found with
hands and feet bound, and he rejected po-
lice statements to the effect that no Mus-
lim could have committed such an act, and
that it must have been done by a Greek.

In a statement, the Orthodox Patri-
archate said it was �grieving, shocked and
anxious at this crime.� It predicted that the
attack �will result in the further departure
of our people and will weaken this sacred
institution of the Ecumenical Patriarchate,
the rampart of Orthodoxy and our pious
faithful.�

The Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of
America issued a statement in New York
saying, �Americans of Orthodox back-

ground expect that their fellow Christians
will be protected in accordance with estab-
lished international standards of law and
order.�

The police commander in charge of the
case, Mustafa Saglam, said Thursday that he
had assigned eight detectives to work full
time on the investigation. He said he was
pursuing it �five times more meticulously
because of its international angle.�

But such assurances have not calmed
all fears here.

The Greek Ambassador to Turkey,
Dimitrios Nezeritis, said in an interview: �If
there are efforts, they are not sufficient. I
have seen no arrests, not this time and not
in the past.

�This last murder was a savage one. You
could argue that a thief would very easily
take whatever he wanted from a 78-year-
old man or whatever he was, and immobi-
lize him. But the fact that he was brutally
murdered seems to indicate to me that
someone enjoyed killing him.�

�There are extremists in any country
who want to go to some excess,� he contin-
ued. �We have also had some cases in
Greece regarding the Muslim minority. But
at least we have been able to apprehend a
few people.�

A spokesman for the Patriarchate, asked
whether the authorities were doing all they
could to protect Orthodox sites and arrest
perpetrators of anti-Orthodox crimes, re-
plied: �There are some people who care
deeply and are doing what they can. But
there are also large segments that could and
should do a lot more.�

The Foreign Ministry [of Turkey] issued
a statement conceding that a killing had been
committed during the arson but rejecting
assertions that security was lax or that po-
lice efforts to solve the crime were less than
diligent. �We deplore all such violent
events,� the ministry said. �They sadden us
deeply, and cannot be tolerated or ac-
cepted.�

The attack last week followed another
assault aimed at the Orthodox community:
On Dec. 2, just days after Patriarch
Bartholomew returned from a trip to the
United States, a bomb was thrown at the
Patriarchate buildings. A deacon was seri-
ously hurt, masonry was destroyed and win-
dows were blown out. No one has been ar-
rested, but city officials have instructed the
police to build a watchtower to allow 24-
hour surveillance of the area.

Before leaving on his American trip, Pa-
triarch Bartholomew had taken part in a

weeklong tour of the Black Sea to focus
attention on environmental problems. Radi-
cal nationalists in Trabzon stoned a group
they mistakenly believed he was leading,
and an Islamic newspaper reported the in-
cident under a headline reading, �We
Taught the Priest a Lesson in Trabzon.�

Some Turkish nationalists say the Or-
thodox Church is a wedge for Greek ex-
pansionism, that Orthodox priests are its
agents and that their visits to the Black
Sea region are intended to assert influence
over a region they would like to control.

�Putting a security guard at the door
of every church is not the solution,� said
Isa Karatas, editor of a magazine aimed at
Turkish Protestants. �Turkish society
needs to be enlightened about the nature
of Christianity.�

Patriarch Bartholomew lives in an odd
theological limbo here. His position is a
legacy of the days when Istanbul, then
known as Constantinople, was the center
of the Eastern Orthodox world. He does
not have an authority over Orthodox bish-
ops comparable to that of the pope over
Roman Catholic bishops, but he is widely
respected as a spiritual leader.

Turkey does not recognize the
Patriarch�s international status, and offi-
cially considers him to be only the head
of a single Istanbul diocese. In public he
chooses his words carefully, seeking to
reflect the interests of Orthodox churches
around the world while taking care not to
offend his Turkish hosts.

Most of this country�s ethnic Greeks
and other Orthodox faithful left during or
after fighting between Greece and Turkey
in the 1920s, but several thousand remain
in Istanbul. The one remaining Orthodox
seminary here, on an island in the Sea of
Marmara, has been closed since 1971. The
Patriarchate and several foreign govern-
ments have unsuccessfully urged the gov-
ernment to allow it to reopen.

Restrictions on the Orthodox Church
here and on the Muslim minority in
Greece are a source of continuing conflict.
When former Orthodox churches in Tur-
key are turned into mosques, as happened
this month in a village near Erzurum,
Muslims living in Greece protest because
they fear the closing of their mosques in
retaliation.

�Such egoistic behavior improves
nothing,� said Taner Mustafoglu, a spokes-
man for Greek Muslims. �It only increases
tension in the relationship between Tur-
key and Greece.�

January 17, 1998

The Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of
America expresses its grave concern over
the murder of the Greek Orthodox custo-
dian of the Shrine of St. Therapon in Istanbul.
Vasilios Haviaropoulos, the father of a Greek
Orthodox Priest of the Ecumenical Patriarch-
ate was found murdered and the Church
plundered and vandalized this past week.
Below is a description of the events which
the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America
has ascertained.

On Monday, January 12, 1998, at about
5:00 p.m. (10:00 a.m. EST) the Patriarchate
was informed that a fire had broken out at
the historic Agiasma (Shrine) of St.
Therapon, which is located in the Sirceci
district of Istanbul in the vicinity of Hagia
Sophia.

His Eminence Metropolitan Meliton of
Philadelphia, Chief Secretary of the Holy and
Sacred Synod, accompanied by members of
the Patriarchate, went immediately to the
Shrine. The fire department had already ar-
rived, broken the lock on the doors and was
in the process of extinguishing the fire.
Clouds of smoke poured from the doors of
the Shrine.

After about half an hour, and after the
windows on the other floors of the building
had shattered, the fire was extinguished. The
members of the Patriarchate entered the
Shrine and verified that eight holy icons, a
holy Gospel Book and a blessing cross were
missing. The authorities proceeded to seal
the door of the Shrine and everyone de-
parted the premises.

It should be noted that His All Holiness
Ecumenical Patriarch BARTHOLOMEW was
immediately notified, as was the Grand
Chancellor of the Patriarchate.

Inasmuch as the doors forced open by
the fire department had been locked from
the outside, no one noticed that the sacred
well of the Shrine had been shut.

Around 10:30 p.m., the Rev. Fr. Iakovos
Haviaropoulos, the son of Mr. Vasilios
Haviaropoulos, the custodian of the Shrine,
arrived at the Patriarchate with his brother-
in-law and another friend. He explained to
Metropolitan Meliton that his father had not
returned home that evening. They had
checked at nearly all the hospitals, but to
no avail. They asked the Patriarchate for
help.

Metropolitan Meliton and the Grand
Chancellor called upon the local police as-
signed to the Patriarchate. After about a half
an hour of waiting, Metropolitan Meliton
contacted the Istanbul General Director of
Security on duty and requested that the po-
lice investigate the site of the Shrine for the
whereabouts of Mr. Haviaropoulos.

A half an hour later a squad car arrived
at the Patriarchate and took Metropolitan
Meliton, the Grand Chancellor and other
members of the Patriarchate to the Shrine.
The police, with necessary permission from
higher authorities, removed the seal and
entered the Shrine.

The Shrine was searched throughout,
but no one was found. One of the Patriar-
chal staff asked that the area where the
candles (paraffin) and containers of olive oil
(about 10) were stored be searched. They
also found blood stains in front of the
miracle-working icon of St. Therapon. The
fire department had said they were drops of
paint, but others maintained that it was
blood mixed in a pool of water.

At that point, one of the Patriarchal staff
asked that the sacred well of the Shrine be
searched. At first the police were reluctant,
supposing that the opening to the well was
too small for a body to fit through. How-
ever, the police did summon the fire depart-
ment to dig into the well. The first item dis-

STATEMENT OF THE GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA AND GENERAL FACTS SURROUNDING
THE MURDER, FIRE AND ROBBERY AT THE SHRINE OF SAINT THERAPON OF THE ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE

covered was a sweater, then shoes, and a
pack of cigarettes. Finally the body of Mr.
Haviaropoulos surfaced. His forehead had
been visibly fractured.

At this point the crime squad was called
in, fingerprints were taken and the District
Attorney and coroner were summoned. Af-
ter confirmation of the death of Mr.
Haviaropoulos and further tests, an ambu-
lance was called to remove his body. At the
conclusion of the on-site investigation, the
authorities ordered the Shrine to be sealed
again and a guard was posted.

On the next day, January 13th, the son
of the victim, Fr. Iakovos Haviaropoulos
went to the coroner�s office, where he en-
countered discrepancies in the story he was
told. One person told him that his father,
fearing for his life, had probably tried to hide
in the well and drowned. Fr. Iakovos rejected
this explanation. Another coroner stated to
Fr. Iakovos that his father had been mur-
dered, and that before being murdered, his
father�s hands and feet had been bound and

that he had been tortured. Gashes were
present on the victim�s forehead and rear
of his skull, as well as bruises on his back.
Results from the autopsy will determine
whether Vasilios Haviaropoulos was mur-
dered before being thrown into the well, or
whether he ultimately died by drowning. The
report has not been released as of this date.
The funeral was held yesterday, January
16th, at 4:00 p.m. in the Church of St.
Dimitrios the Great Martyr in Tataoula.

Such evidence points to the fact that
this abhorrent and shocking event was pre-
meditated. Robbery might have been a mo-
tive, but arson cannot be ruled out, inas-
much as the fire was started near a pile of
paraffin and the plastic containers of olive
oil.

The Ecumenical Patriarchate is shocked,
grief-stricken and deeply concerned over this
horrific crime. Coming a few short weeks
since the bomb attack against the Patriarch-
ate, this act of violence has left the remain-
ing Greek Orthodox faithful in Istanbul emo-

tionally shaken and traumatized.
His Eminence, Archbishop Spyridon of

America voiced his deep personal regret and
the sentiments of millions of Orthodox
Christians throughout the United States over
this despicable crime and the implications
it might have for the Greek Orthodox Com-
munity of Istanbul and Turkey in general.

�We are deeply shocked and saddened
by the murder of Mr. Haviaropoulos. Ameri-
cans of Orthodox background expect that
their fellow Christians will be protected in
accordance with established international
standards of law and order. We must insure
that the religious, legal and basic human rights
of all peoples are respected and properly
observed. Justice for the least in any society
is the true measure of justice for all. Our com-
munities in Turkey may be small, but they
are of great importance to hundreds of mil-
lions of their fellow human beings around
the globe. We must work together to protect
the vulnerable in our midst and guarantee
the safety and liberty of every person.�



ORTHODOX OBSERVER FEBRUARY 5,  1998PAGE 6

NEW YORK � Cyprus has protested
to the UN recently over the continuing de-
struction by the Turks of the churches in
the occupied parts of the island.

In a letter addressed to UN Secretary-
General Kofi Annan, Cyprus� Permanent
Representative to the UN Sotos Zakheos,
denounced Turkish policy of religious intol-
erance of Christian worship places in the
occupied areas.

In his letter, Mr Zakheos stressed that
�while the Cyprus government zealously
protects places of worship belonging to all
faiths in Cyprus, Turkey not only has refused
to adhere to international law and the rel-
evant UN resolutions but has been stead-
fastly continuing its policy of religious intol-
erance in the occupied areas.�

The letter was circulated as a General
Assembly and Security Council document,

Cyprus Protests to United Nations
and includes a list of the large-scale destruc-
tion of over 500 churches that continues
unabated.

The document notes that some of the
churches have been converted into muse-
ums, others were transformed into mosques,
while a number of Christian Orthodox
churches that were desecrated, looted and
left to deteriorate are in danger of collapse.

Mr Zakheos called on the UN to re-
spond effectively and in a timely manner to
such gross violations of international law.

Moreover, he noted with satisfaction
that the Secretary-General has included in
his latest report to the Security Council
Cyprus� protests on the destruction of
churches and other religious property, as
well as his assurances that the UN Peace-
keeping Force in Cyprus (UNFICYP) �is pur-
suing the matter with the Turkish side.�

TALLINN, Estonia (BNS) � Estonian
Interior Minister Robert Lepikson and Arch-
bishop Johannes of the Finnish Orthodox
Church last month discussed relations be-
tween the Estonian Apostolic Orthodox
Church and the pro-Moscow Orthodox
Church that still has not been registered of-
ficially in Estonia, said a spokesman for the
Interior Ministry.

Lepikson said the spirit at the meeting
was one of mutual understanding. �Our
views on questions concerning secular-ad-
ministrative and ecclesiastical administration
of the Estonian Apostolic Orthodox Church
coincide,� he said.

In 1996, Johannes was appointed locum
tenens for the autonomous Estonian church
after the Ecumenical Patriarchate of the
Mother Church headquartered in
Constantinople took Estonian Orthodox
Christians under its wing.

Estonian Official and
Finnish Bishop Discuss
Orthodox Church Issues

BUCHAREST, Romania (RFE/RL) �
Plain-clothed policemen kicked and
punched Orthodox nuns in the face at a
Christmas mass in Bucharest. The nuns had
disrupted the service by shouting slogans
criticizing Patriarch Teoctist for collaborat-
ing with the regime of communist-era dic-
tator Nicolae Ceausescu.

They were then violently evicted and
assaulted outside the cathedral. Many in-
side and outside the clergy have called for
the patriarch�s resignation for �passively�
standing by while Ceausescu demolished
90 churches between 1978 and 1989.
Teoctist is also criticized for planning to
build a $150 million super-cathedral in
Bucharest rather than spending the money
to rebuild the destroyed churches.

Romanian Police Beat
Nuns at Christmas Mass

MOSCOW (AP) � Recently the Krem-
lin announced that President Boris Yeltsin will
visit Italy from February 9-11 and will visit
with the pope. During his visit, he will also
hold talks with Italy�s government leaders.

Yeltsin�s announced meeting with the
pope comes as the Russian Orthodox Church
and the Vatican said of late that they would
resume talks in Moscow to try and resolve
their differences and prepare for a meeting
between the Pope and Patriarch Aleksy II.

Until recently, the patriarch of the Rus-
sian Orthodox Church Aleksy II was not ready
to meet with the pope to help repair a nearly
thousand-year-old rift, although he welcomed
a continued dialogue with the Vatican.

No such meeting has been held since
the Great Schism of 1054 split the Christian
faith into Orthodox and Catholic beliefs.

The two leaders had reportedly planned
to meet in Austria last year but Patriarch
Aleksy canceled the meeting because of
unresolved disputes with the Vatican over
church property and Catholic missionary
work in Russia.

The Orthodox Church has repeatedly
complained about Western churches� efforts
to seek new converts in Russia and other
regions it considers traditionally Orthodox.

The Vatican has pressed for a meeting
with Aleksy, promoting it as a sign of recon-
ciliation between the branches of Christian-
ity and between the West and the former
Soviet Union.

Yeltsin to Visit Italy and the Pope

MOSCOW (AP) � Despite a post-So-
viet religious revival, about half of Russians
consider themselves atheists, according to
a new poll.

Based on a recent survey by the Rus-
sian Center for Public Opinion Research, 46
percent of respondents described them-
selves as non-believers, 45 percent consid-
ered themselves Orthodox Christians and 2
percent said they were Muslim.

Other faiths registered at statistically
insignificant levels: 0.2 percent said they
were Catholic, 0.1 percent said they were
Jews and 1 percent claimed allegiance to
other faiths. About 6 percent said they could
not answer.

Explaining their religious convictions,
about 31 percent said they have always be-
lieved in God, 13 percent said they began
to believe in God after professing atheism,
26 percent said they have never believed in
God and 2 percent said they once believed
in God but lost their faith.

Of the rest, 24 percent said they could
not reply and 4 percent gave other answers.
Ninety-six percent of respondents said they
had been baptized - 83 percent as small
children and 13 percent by choice when they
were older.

Religion was officially discouraged dur-
ing Soviet times, when the Communist Party
promoted atheism and curbed the practice
of religion. Since the Soviet collapse, many
churches have been rebuilt and missionar-
ies from other countries have founded new
congregations. The poll of 2,400 people had
a margin of error of 2 percentage points.

Russian Religion Poll:
Half are Atheists

ALBANIA (MPA) � The Holy Metropo-
lis of Gjirokastra (Argirokastro) expressed
deep concern over the recent two burglar-
ies that took place in the warehouses of the
Autocephalous Orthodox Church of Alba-
nia on December 21 and January 1. The
warehouses are in the village of Duviani, 10
kilometers south of Gjirokastra.

The stolen goods were valued close to
10 million dollars and the material that was
removed was part of the aid gathered by
Archbishop of Albania Anastasios for the
local university.

Warehouses Orthodox
Church Burglarized

MOSCOW (ENI) � More than two
thousand religious objects and icons were
returned to the Moscow Patriarchate and to
different churches and monasteries over the
past five years by the federal security ser-
vice of Mosow.

�The value of the articles, which were
returned to the Russian Orthodox Church,
can be judged by the fact that many of them
were handed over to the museums of the
Moscow Kremlin, the Andrei Rublyov Mu-
seum and the History Museum,� said the
chief of the security service. All the relics
were stolen from orthodox temples and later
confiscated from the thieves.

Father Vladimir, of the local church in
the village of Semyonovskaya described the
function as �a contribution of the Russian
law enforcement authorities to the revival
of the Holy Russia�. He believes it is indica-
tive that some of the icons, which were
handed over to his church on the eve of the
Orthodox Christmas, were painted during
the rule of Catherine II.

Religious Objects
Returned to Moscow

ATHENS (ANA) � A ceremony at
Mount Athos� administrative capital of
Karyes yesterday heralded the return by
Bulgarian officials of a 236-year-old manu-
script to the autonomous monastic commu-
nity, following a decision by Bulgarian Presi-
dent Petar Stoyanov.

The ceremony was delayed for three
hours after Bulgarian officials insisted on
handing over the 61-page manuscript di-
rectly to the Zografos Monastery�s abbot,
who is of Bulgarian origin.

The 61-page manuscript, a history of
the Slavo-Bulgarian nation written by the
monk Paisios in 1762 at the Zografos mon-

Bulgaria Returns Missing Manuscript
astery, was stolen from Mount Athos in
1985, subsequently turning up in Septem-
ber of last year  at Sofia�s National History
Museum, where it had been handed in by
an �anonymous donor�.

Mr. Stoyanov decided to return the
manuscript despite opposition in Bulgaria.
Specifically, 75 per cent of respondents
polled by the Bulgarian state radio station
�Horizon� expressed their opposition to the
decision. Eventually, the manuscript was
handed over to a Mount Athos official who
was then accompanied to the Zografos
Monastery by both Greek and Bulgarian
delegations.
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OFF-SEASONOFF-SEASONOFF-SEASONOFF-SEASONOFF-SEASON

TO ATHENS & THESSALONIKI

249$
+TAXFrom

ONE WAY
450$

+TAXFrom

ROUND TRIP

AIR ONLY

FROM NEW YORK/BOSTON

TO ATHENS from

475$ 589499$ $
BALTIMORE,DETROIT

PHILADELPHIA, WASH.DC
CHARLOTTE, CHICAGO

MIAMI, TAMPA
LOS ANGELES

SAN FRANCISCO
LOW COST AIRFARES AVAILABLE FROM OTHER CITIES. PLEASE INQUIRE

599$
+TAXFrom

Price applies for June, July and
August departures and for up to 1
month stay. $649 for stays longer
than 1 month. Childrens� fares
available.

1998 EARLY BIRD SUMMER SPECIALS

AIR ONLYAIR ONLYAIR ONLYAIR ONLYAIR ONLY
ATHENSATHENSATHENSATHENSATHENS

$
+TAXFrom

AIR ONLYAIR ONLYAIR ONLYAIR ONLYAIR ONLY
ATHENSATHENSATHENSATHENSATHENS

899
Price includes airfare to Athens, Ath-
ens stay, transportation to/from
Mykonos and 4 nights stay in
Mykonos. Longer stays from $969 to
$999. Selected June, July, August
dates. Other  specials available.



ORTHODOX OBSERVERFEBRUARY 5,  1998 PAGE 7

NATIONAL  &  W O R L D  R E V I E W

Unlike many religious leaders, the Rev.
Ted Peters doesn�t believe cloning is �a
threat to human identity� or that it �violates
God�s sacred plan for baby-making.�

Yet Peters, a Lutheran minister and a
research associate with the Berkeley, Calif.-
based Center for Theology and the Natural
Sciences, joins church groups and other re-
ligious experts on bioethics in the virtually
unanimous chorus expressing dismay at
Chicago-area physicist Richard Seed�s recent
announcement that he plans to begin work
on human cloning.

Religious Groups, Archbishop,
Express Dismay at Cloning

By Kathi Wolfe
c.1998 Religion News Service

President Clinton has called on Con-
gress to pass legislation he sent to Capitol
Hill last summer that would ban human
cloning. And less than one week after Seed�s
announcement, 19 European nations an-
nounced an accord barring the cloning of
humans in their nations.

Seed said he planned to use the same
technology Scottish scientists used to cre-
ate the cloned sheep Dolly in February 1997,
and he said cloning would be a service to
infertile couples otherwise incapable of hav-
ing children.

�There�s an enormous yuck factor in the
religious reaction to cloning,� said Peters,
author of �Playing God� (Routledge), be-
cause of statements Seed, a United Meth-
odist, made on the religious implications of
human cloning.

Seed, for example, has said �cloning ...
is the first serious step in becoming one with
God.�

Almost without exception religious
leaders say they have problems with clon-
ing.  Archbishop Spyridon, head of the Greek
Orthodox Archdiocese of America, said af-
ter the production of Dolly, �Cloning ... takes
the final step in depersonalizing human be-
ings.... Cloning would potentially make re-
production not a product of home and fam-
ily, but of the laboratory. We are reminded
of the dread scenarios of mass factory re-
production of human beings in Aldous
Huxley�s book �Brave New World� and the
... film �The Boys from Brazil,� in which
clones of Hitler were made.�

The Rev. Ronald Cole-Turner of Pitts-
burgh Theological Seminary and author of
�Human Cloning: Religious Responses�
(Westminster John Knox Press), agreed with
Peters, saying such statements by Seed are
�outrageous.�

Cole-Turner said. �Some say ǹever� to
human cloning. Others, like myself,
wouldn�t say ̀never,� but are very apprehen-
sive.�

Cole-Turner, a United Church of Christ
minister, said some religious groups �believe
cloning would damage the image of God �
that human nature would become a tech-
nological product rather than an expression
of love. They feel by taking genetic material
from one original parent (instead of two as

we do now), the cloned child would be too
close to the original parent to be a unique
individual.�

Other groups, he said, are concerned
about cloning as a justice issue.

�They ask: Will cloning be good for
children? If cloning were possible, would
women feel pressured to undergo risky pro-
cedures?� Cole-Turner said.

Denominational statements issued af-
ter Seed�s announcement and the cloning
of the sheep Dolly last winter, reflect simi-
lar concerns.

Last year, a Vatican statement, �Reflec-
tions on Cloning,� said, �Each human per-
son should have the right to be born of the
natural sexual union of a man and a woman.
Cloning would be a denial of this process
and this right.�

Seed says he is �a Christian and a Meth-
odist.� Seed�s pastor, the Rev. Thomas Cross
of the First United Methodist Church in Oak
Park, Ill., has told reporters Seed is �com-
mitted to human well being� and �doing this
(cloning) out of compassion.�

But Methodist agencies in the United
States and the United Kingdom denounced
Seed�s proposals.

The Rev. Thom White Wolf Fasset, gen-
eral secretary of the United Methodist
Church�s Board of Church and Society,
called on Congress to act on Clinton�s pro-
posed human cloning ban.

In the United Kingdom, the Methodist
Church said cloning should be prohibited
and each nation should enforce this ban.

In June, the United Church of Christ�s
Committee on Genetics called for laws �to
ban cloning for reproductive purposes, at
least for the foreseeable future.�

The committee, appointed by the
denomination�s United Church Board for
Homeland Ministries, said �the develop-
ment of ... technologies (such as cloning) to
suit the desires of those who are ... privi-
leged ... seems to fly in the face of funda-
mental claims of justice.

�We say ènough� to technologies that
are privileges of the rich in the Western
world,� the UCC statement said.

Peters raised somewhat different con-
cerns.

�I worry that cloned children would be
treated like commodities,� he said. �Many
parents would engage in cloning to produce
a `perfect� child. These children, though,
wouldn�t be perfect. How will they feel if
they can�t live up to these expectations? God
loves each of us regardless of our genes and
we should do likewise. This may not hap-
pen with cloning.�

Though worried about the �theological�
repercussions of using cloning �to make
babies,� Peters said �some benefit� may
come from using human cloning in medical
procedures such as organ transplants.

But he cautioned such research should
proceed very carefully � even with cloning
that wouldn�t produce any children.
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EDITORIAL

L E T T E R SL E T T E R S

O P I N I O N S

Editor,
I had to take pen to paper and tell you of

my discovery of a very well kept secret. The
mission work in Calcutta, India. I went to In-
dia to do volunteer work with Mother
Teresa�s Missionaries of Charity and much
to my surprise I found a Greek Orthodox
Mission Church there and saw what miracu-
lous things they were doing for our Indian
brothers and sisters.

The poverty, stench, filth, disease, over-
population and lack of education (both spiri-
tual and academic) are so overwhelming that
it literally takes your breath away at times.

Yet, I found an oasis of love and caring.
The Greek Orthodox Mission. They feed,
clothe, and care for the sick. They are building
an orphanage, clinics, schools and churches.
Not like the grand place we have in America.
Nonetheless, for many people, if not for the
mission they would starve, die of disease, be
homeless and would never have a chance to
be educated. They are taking the first steps to
help a tidal wave of suffering as very few of us
have ever experienced before. The conditions
are subhuman. No one ever gets �used to it�.

Someone asked me, �Does it really help?
Can you really make a difference with so
many in need?� When I hear those kind of
questions, I can only remember walking
down the street and the children pulling on
my arms, begging for food or clothes. I see
each of their faces clearly. I can see the chil-
dren, many, who would come to the Church
and they would have open running sores all
over their bodies and the doctor explaining
that because of the extreme conditions they
live in, the filth and the lack of decent food

Mission to India

that their bodies break down internally and
they develop these kinds of problems. I see
clearly the lepers, the blind and the handi-
capped. . . Yes, we can and do make a differ-
ence. Every piece of food fed someone, ev-
ery touch, every smile made a difference in
their lives. Every sick person we tended to.
Every naked child that was given clothes. They
are real people and it made a real difference
in their lives.

But, mostly, we are bringing them the
truth. They are people who have been in spiri-
tual bondage for centuries. Believing (as the
Hindu�s do) that they have somehow in their
past life sinned and therefore they are paying
for it in this life by being born an untouch-
able. Reincarnation. If they accept and are
good they will be born in a better �caste� in
the next life. Complacency. Father Ignatios
(the priest in charge) is doing amazing things
in Calcutta. Bringing the truth. For with truth
comes freedom.

Every time someone talked about Father
Ignatios their faces lit up with love. He was
in Greece while I was there and everyone
was so exited and joyful that he would soon
be coming back. It was easy to see he gave
them the greatest gift. The love of Christ
through him. I have never been so proud of
my Church as I am today. Remember the
Missions survive on our donations!

Father Ignatios
Greek Orthodox Church

2A Library Rd, Kalichat, Calcutta 26, India.

Editor,
Please permit me to correct the head-

line in the October issue �Chapter for the
Mentally Ill Organized in New York.� The
Greek Alliance for the Mentally ill is not for
the mentally ill, although they are welcome.

This is the first Greek chapter in the U.S.
which is organized to help families and rela-

Not just for mentally ill

A Nail in a Sure Place

tives whose household claims a member
with a mental illness. As many of us know
firsthand, this issue of mental illness still
carries the stigma of shame which keeps
many from seeking support and vital infor-
mation on current drugs, legal issues and
housing.

GAMI (Greek Alliance for the Mentally
Ill) is an outgrowth of ELPIDES- an organi-
zation whose mission is to educate, advo-
cate and provide resource referrals to the
hidden majority of women who suffer in
multiplicity of problems. Mental illness is
one such problem in many Greek families
and we want them to know they are not
alone. Dr. Maria Zachmanoglou is president
and can be reached at (212) 873-0214 for
information on meeting dates- and of course,
confidentiality is respected always.

 Georgia Post, GAMI president
New York

Editor,
One night recently, I was at a gasoline

station when a young man approached me
asking directions to some Protestant Church.

Instead of giving directions, I asked him
to follow me and that I would show him

Ignorance about faith

where it was.
Upon arriving at this Church, he asked

me if I knew Jesus personally or if I was
saved?

This ignorant young man, not familiar
with the fact that I am an Orthodox Chris-
tian, or anything about me, was more inter-
ested in my religion, than in saying two
magical words �Thank you.�

I told him I believe in Jesus and that I
was a Christian, yet I felt that I was being
talked down to because I didn�t believe the
way he did.

First of all, I wonder how many other
Orthodox need to know their faith to put
these �holy-rollers� in their place!

I don�t discuss religion, I feel it is a per-
sonal thing. I feel people who do are inse-
cure and it becomes egotistical when they
feel a need to �win your soul.�

Lastly, what does it matter to anyone
what my religion is, simply when I�m just
trying to do the Christian thing by helping
this person?

A simple �thank you� would have been
enough.

What�s wrong with just being a nice
person and leave it at that?

Basil A. Efdimis III
Reisterstown, Md.

Beloved in the Lord:

The 34th Biennial Archdiocesan Clergy-Laity Congress
is fast approaching with the promise of renewing our com-
mitments to our Greek Orthodox faith and to each other.
This year, our theme � �One Faith, One Family, One Fu-
ture to the New Millenium� reminds all of us that our
unity in Christ is the prerequisite for the privilege of be-
ing the Church.

Our faith is one, because our God is One.  He has
revealed to us the mystery of our faith through His Church.
He freely grants us this faith through the power of the All-
Holy Spirit (cf. Galatians 5:22).  When our lives are lived

according to His commandments and we walk by faith, we realize �the unity of the
faith and the communion of the Holy Spirit,� as we pray in the Divine Liturgy.  To live
such a life is a great calling, even in a free and open society.  Perhaps especially in a
society such as ours, where almost everything is possible, but certainly not expedient,
such faith is difficult to attain.  It requires sacrifice and the willingness to pursue righ-
teousness, to seek first the Kingdom of Heaven and place our own desires aside.  But
with such faith, any obstacle can be overcome, even unto moving mountains.

Our family is one because our faith is one; there are no denominations within the
Holy Orthodox Church.  As the Apostle Paul writes in his letter to the Ephesians: �One
Lord, One faith, One Baptism, One God and Father of us all.�  Each person in the Body
of the Church plays a special and unique role in the family of God.  Recognizing our
roles, living in the fullness of our unique membership in the Church is truly an experi-
ence of grace, and an awesome responsibility.

One of the purposes of the Clergy-Laity Congress is to bring the family of our
Archdiocese together, for together, we will find the solutions to the issues that con-
front us. In any family there are differences of opinion and judgment, yet in every
family where love abounds, all the members know that they are valued and important
to the whole.  It is my fervent prayer that in our upcoming Clergy-Laity family gather-
ing, the love of Christ, shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit, will abound even to
overflowing.

Our future is one and only one, for only with unity can we bear witness to the
everlasting Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ and prove ourselves worthy of the sacred
parakatatheke of the Orthodox Faith.  On the night in which He gave Himself up for the
life of the world, the Lord said:  �By this shall all people know that you are My disciples,
if you have love for one another.�

As we approach the year 2000, the New and Third Millenium of our Holy Ortho-
dox Christian Faith, let us seek out together the vision that God has ordained for us.
Let us hope in the future of our Holy Archdiocese here in America, and expand that
future to embrace one another.  Let us rejoice in the blessings of this land, and share
our faith with all our neighbors, opening our hearts and minds and yes, even the doors
of our Churches to let in whomever God is calling!  And let us always be mindful of our
Orthodox Family members in other lands, and struggle with them through prayer,
fasting and making a conscious effort to know them and their needs.

My friends, I see a bright future for our Church, and this brightness has its source
in the gift of faith and the practice of true agape.  Although we are scattered �from sea
to shining sea,� although we now reflect the diversity that America embodies to rest of
the world, we are one family.  May the love of God so empower us, and the faith of the
Orthodox Church so enrich us, that this coming Clergy-Laity Congress may be re-
vealed not only as a warm family reunion where we celebrate the past, but a marshal-
ling of all our powers, in order to re-dedicate ourselves as a united family to the mis-
sion and purpose of our Church for the future, the New Millenium.

Pastoral Reflections

T he recent events in Constantinople
� the bomb attack in December and
the murder of a priest�s father at

the Shrine of St. Therapon  (near Aghia
Sophia) � are finally receiving some of the
governmental and press attention they de-
serve, but what should we make of all
this?  There are some voices who ques-
tion the wisdom of the Ecumenical
Patriarchate�s position in Turkey. There
are even voices who doubt the relevance
of a Church which is only a fraction of its
ancient population.  But what of stature?
What of faithfulness?  What of grace?

Throughout the history of salvation,
from the days of the Patriarchs of Israel to
the Patriarchs of the Oikoumene and down
to this very hour, the grace and faithfulness
of God have been made manifest through
the least of the brethren.  God has given us
His promise that even in the worst of times,
a holy remnant shall always remain.  God
has promised us, as He promised the
Prophet Esdras, that He shall always leave
His people �a nail in a sure place.�

The Ecumenical Patriarchate of
Constantinople faces a myriad of complex
issues and problems, as It continues to
live up to the stature revealed for It in the
Holy Orthodox Church.  The Ecumenical
Patriarchate may be small in numbers, but
It is the First Throne of the Orthodox
World.  Greek Orthodox Christians may
be a minute minority in Turkey, but are
we not also a minority here on this conti-

nent?  Whether in Turkey or America the
Church, the body of believers, is called to
be a faithful witness to the truth of the
Gospel.  There are times in the life of the
Church we are called to bear witness even
to the shedding of blood � martyrdom,
but always and everywhere are we called
to be true to our Lord Jesus Christ.

For the Greek Orthodox Faithful of
America, our call is to place our trust in
the faithfulness of God.  As God has left a
remnant for us in the Old World, so He
has established us as a remnant in the
New World.  From this ancient and living
tradition, we have received the Church
that gave us the Seven Councils, the
Church that formed and codified the New
Testament, and the Church that estab-
lished the constitutional and conciliar
framework of the whole Orthodox World
by the Holy Canons.  On this nail set in a
sure place depend the very life and insti-
tutions of our Archdiocese.  And so by
grace, here in the physical safety of Ameri-
can society, we hear echo of the Apostles,
we feel the imprint of the laying of hands,
and we sense the breath of the Holy Spirit
moving across our country.

But our security, just like the security
of our Mother Church, does not finally de-
pend on governments and the powers of
this world.  If we are established at all, it is
because God has fixed us as that nail in a
sure place.  We would all do well to re-
member the words of the Apostle:

�If we die with Him, we shall also
live with Him; if we endure, we shall also
reign with Him; if we deny Him, He will
deny us; if we lose our faith, yet He abides
faithful, for He cannot deny Himself.�  (II
Timothy 2:12,13)

�And now has grace been showed
to us from the Lord our God, to leave us
a remnant . . ., and to give us a nail in a
sure place.� (Esdras 9:8)

By Archbishop Spyridon
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Please check which program you are interested in:
         Summer Travel Camp, Ages 12 to 15 � June 30-July 18
         Byzantine Venture, Ages 16 to 18 � July 26-August 13
�   (*) Optional Byzantine Venture Pilgrimage to the Patriarchate July 21-26
         Spiritual Odyssey, Young Adults, Ages 19 and above � July 12-27

Name: _________________________________________________
Address:________________________________________________
City, State, Zip:___________________________________________
Phone:_________________________________________________

For more information on Ionian Village send this form to:
IONIAN VILLAGE � 8 East 79th Street, New York, NY 10021

or call us at: (212) 570-3534

�

IONIAN VILLAGEIONIAN VILLAGE

F r i e n d s h i p s  a n d  M e m o r i e s  t h a t  l a s t  a  l i f e t i m e

C O M M E N T A R I E S

Return to: Office of Admissions, 50 Goddard Ave. Brookline MA 02146

Name: _________________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________

City: ______________________ State: _________ Zip: __________

Phone: _________________________________________________

Discover Your Potential

In today�s world it�s nice to find a secure place where you can develop your
potential while working toward a successful career. Hellenic College provides a
close, family atmosphere for students to develop not only their minds, but also
their spirits. You can trust our accredited programs and dedicated faculty to
provide a strong educational foundation for your future. Graduates have the
academic preparation to enter the workforce and the spiritual preparation to
survive in the world. Take a break from the pressure! At Hellenic College you
have the opportunity to discover your full potential.

Hellenic College has Programs in Classics, Elementary Education, Human
Development, and Religious Studies.

 Hellenic College
Discover

�I was in prison and you came to
me��.and in prison and you did not visit
me�� (Matthew 25:36, 43)

These are the words that resound ev-
ery year on Meatfare Sunday in every Or-
thodox Christian Church. We give our ears
to this parable of the Lord, defined as the
�great judgment� wherein the Lord appears
in all His glory separating His faithful ser-

There, but for the Grace of God...

By Fr. Emmanuel Mantzouris

vants (sheep) from those who have been
negligent (goats). The sheep are placed at
His right hand and enter into Paradise, while
the goats are placed at His left hand and
enter into judgment.

One aspect of this �great judgment�
concerns our ministry to those who are in
prison � men and women of every age, who
are influenced by the ills of society and com-
mit crimes based on bad decisions.

Now there are some people inside the
Church as well as outside the Church who
feel that the Lord spoke this parable con-
cerning those who are imprisoned because
of their faith. This is false because while there
are many people even today who are im-
prisoned because of their devotion to the
Lord, this is not the Lord�s meaning in this
parable. If it was, then why would He refer
to the imprisoned as the �least of these my
brethren?� Rather, the least of these breth-
ren are those who are unfortunate, ill-clad,
unfed, homeless, and those who are impris-
oned for their criminal activity. Furthermore,
while the Lord refers to these as the least of
the brethren He also states that what we do
for them we do for Him. The same Lord who
hates sin but embraces the sinner is the
same Lord that expects us to do likewise.

With this parable in mind, we continue
to do the Lord�s work, ministering to those
in prison through visitation, through corre-
spondence, through the sacraments, and
through prayer. We bring this message to
your attention for two reasons :

a) Although these brethren are in
prison, they still need the Presence of the
Church as much as people do outside the
prison. They and we need to be �con-
nected�-encouraged, cherished, and chal-
lenged on a daily basis to make better deci-
sions in life.

b) Secondly, by keeping our awareness
of prison ministry, we can begin to under-
stand the need to make healthy and appro-
priate decisions in our life that keep us out of
prison or worse. But for the grace of God,
any of us could have a number after our name
and a correctional facility for our address. We
need not live in the denial that we are
bulletproofed to the ills of our society.

All of us are guilty of making bad deci-
sions at some point in our life -all of us. Some
of these decisions could have gotten us into
jail. Therefore, the only difference between
those who are in jail and those of us out in
the world is that they got caught. But for the
grace of God, . . .

The holy fathers of our Church clearly
state that ignorance of the Scriptures is a
deep chasm- a chasm between where we
think we are and where we should be. If we
simply accept the notion that inmates de-
serve what that got along with the isolation
and pressures of incarceration, then we ne-
glect the admonitions of the Lord who en-
listed us, as Saint Paul told his spiritual son,
Timothy. If we accept only the opinions and
images given us by the media and press,
then we neglect the greater image of judg-
ment that awaits us. While the images given
us by the media often feed our fears of not
doing what is right.

We would do well to make prison min-
istry awareness an integral part of our par-
ish life-youth talks, Church school material,
retreats for old and young alike, articles in
our bulletins,. . . Good decisions in life and
how to make these decisions based on our
faith and trust in God are paramount. We
are accountable to God for the decisions we
make in life. We are thankful for His mer-
cies toward our personal shame and
thoughtlessness during the Great Lent and
throughout the year. This lesson does not
begin and end with Great Lent. It is meant
to �jump start� a whole new perspective
toward ourselves and our neighbor.

Would that our lives reflect more clearly
each day, the God we worship and whose
Word has made us whole.

Fr. Emmanuel E. Mantzouris is a New
York State Department of Corrections chap-
lain and pastor of St. Basil Church in Troy, N.Y.

Many of us have received the distinct
impression that mission is not an Orthodox
practice. Why then do we now see a rise of
interest in Orthodox missions by the offi-
cial Church, and by clergy and lay people?
The reason is that our Orthodox Faith as doc-
trine and belief and as a way of life, requires
mission, You see, �Faith Demands Mission!�

The Commandment
In the prayers, preaching and tradition

of our Church, from the beginning we Or-
thodox call Jesus Christ our �Lord.� To say
that means we recognize Him as our head,

Faith Demands Mission

By Fr. Stanley Samuel Harakas

our leader, our guide, our authority, our
master and our ruler. If the Lord commands,
we are supposed to obey. Well, Jesus com-
manded his followers to be missionaries.
After His Resurrection Jesus instructed His
Disciples �Go therefore and make disciples
of all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I
have commanded you; and lo, I am with
you always, to the close of the age� (Mat-
thew 28 :19-20). And should you think that
this commandment only applied to the
Apostles, remember what Jesus foretold :
�This gospel of the kingdom will be preached
throughout the whole world, as a testimony
to all nations� (Matthew 24 : 14), something

that the first Apostles could not and did not
accomplish. The task remains to be done,
even after almost two thousand years.

The Doctrine of the God of Love
One of the central teaching of the Or-

thodoxy is that every Orthodox Christian is
called to be in communion with God and to
be �like God.� We believe that the One God
is a Trinity of Divine Persons- Father, Son
and Holy Spirit. God is perfect in Himself
and has no need of anything outside Him-
self. But because �God is love� (1 John 4
:8), God reached out of Himself, and He
created the world and us in it. And when
humanity sinned, He reached out again for
our salvation. In fact, this �reaching out� to
us is the example that St. John uses to de-
fine what love is: �In this the love of God
was made manifest among us, that God sent
his only Son into the world, so that we might
live through him. In this is love , not that we
loved God but that he loved us and sent his
Son to be the expiation for our sins� (1 John
4 : 9-10).

So, if we are to be like God in our Chris-
tian life, then it requires us to also �reach
out� in love to others, sharing with them
the way of life that leads to salvation. That�s
a way of describing mission. Every  Chris-
tian is in one way or another a missionary,
if he or she is seeking to be �like God.�

See FAITH, on p. 16

New For 1998: Spiritual Odyssey and Byzantine Venture Pilgrimage to
the Patriarchate and Constantinople. The highlight of the Pilgrimage will be
an audience with His All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew.
* Note: The pilgrimage is optional for Byzantine Venture participants. Space
is limited, so register early!
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34th CLERGY-LAITY CONGRESS34th CLERGY-LAITY CONGRESS34th CLERGY-LAITY CONGRESS
Orlando • Florida

July 4-9, 1998

GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA
ÅËËÇÍÉÊÇ ÏÑÈÏÄÏÎÏÓ ÁÑ×ÉÅÐÉÓÊÏÐÇ ÁÌÅÑÉÊÇÓ

January 16, 1998

I pray that the grace of the Lord bless you with every good thing as you de-

voutly serve His Church.It is with much love and joy that I officially announce to you that the 34th Clergy-

Laity Congress, Philoptochos and the National YAL Conferences (YAL will meet

July 2-6) will convene from and July 4-9, 1998, in Orlando, Florida.  Please mark

these dates in your calendar.The Scriptural theme for this year�s Congress is:�A new heart I will give you, and a new spirit I will put within you�(Ez. 36:26)
The general theme is:�One Faith, One Family, One Future:  Together to the New Millennium�Please be aware of the following regulations which are found in the Special

Regulations of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America, Article I, Section 1 :
�The Archdiocesan Clergy-Laity Congress is comprised of the
following, each having one vote:  the Archbishop, the Bishops,
the clergy and lay representatives of the parishes, and the members
of the Archdiocesan Council�.and Article I, Section 2:�Each parish shall be represented by four delegates, each having one

vote, and shall include the Priest, the President of the Parish Council
and in his absence the Vice President or in his absence any member
of the Parish Council designated by it, and two members of the parish
elected by the Parish Assembly.�
In the near future you will be receiving packets with information and registra-

tion forms (these packets were being prepared for a February mailing).  Please

make all appropriate arrangements as outlined in the packet, so that you may prop-

erly participate in the deliberations of this Clergy-Laity Congress.It is my personal hope and desire that this Congress be a spiritual, dynamic and

professional gathering of this great and holy Church in America.  Working together,

I am confident that this Clergy-Laity Congress will be blessed by the Lord, as we

strive to fulfill His will in the ministry of our beloved Archdiocese.
May the love of our Lord inspire you and guide you daily in all your endeavors.

With paternal love in Christ,

SPYRIDON
Archbishop of America

A R C H B I S H O P � S  L E T T E R  T O  T H E  FA I T H F U L
� Clergy-Laity Congress

� National
   Philoptochos
   Convention

� Young Adult
   League
  Conference

� 3,000 delegates
   and Observers
   from
   450 parishes

One Faith,
One Family,
One Future:
Together
        to the New Millennium
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Ðñïò ôïõò åõëáâÝóôáôïõò Éåñá-
ôéêÜ ÐñïúóôáìÝíïõò, ôá åíôéìüôáôá
ÄéïéêçôéêÜ Óõìâïýëéá, ôéò Ó÷ïëéêÝò
ÅðéôñïðÝò êáé ôïõò Óõëëüãïõò ÃïíÝùí,
ôïõò åëëüãéìïõò ÄéåõèõíôÝò êáé ÄáóêÜ-
ëïõò ôùí Çìåñçóßùí êáé Áðïãåõ-
ìáôéíþí Ó÷ïëåßùí ôçò ÉåñÜò Áñ÷éåðé-
óêïðÞò ÁìåñéêÞò:

ÐñïóöéëÝóôáôïé óõíåñãïß ìïõ óôï
éåñü Ýñãï ôçò åëëçíéêÞò åêðáßäåõóçò,

Æïýìå óå ìéá åðï÷Þ êáôáðëçêôéêÞò
åðÝêôáóçò ôçò ôå÷íïëïãßáò êáé ôïõ
ðïëéôéóìïý ðïõ âáóßæåôáé ó� áõôÞ.
Åßíáé ç åðï÷Þ ôçò ôå÷íïëïãéêÞò åðáíÜ-
óôáóçò.

Ç ãíþóç, óå üëåò ó÷åäüí ôéò
ðôõ÷Ýò ôçò, åßíáé óÞìåñá ðïëý ðéï
ðñïóéôÞ êáé ðñïóöÝñåôáé ìå ìåãáëý-
ôåñç åõêïëßá. ÐáñÜ ôï áäéáìöéóâÞôçôï
áõôü ãåãïíüò, äåí åßíáé êáèüëïõ âÝâáéï,
üôé ïé óçìåñéíïß íÝïé áðïêôïýí ðåñéó-
óüôåñç ãíþóç áðü ôïõò ðñïãåíÝ-
óôåñïýò ôïõò. Ïýôå åðßóçò åßíáé
åîáêñéâùìÝíï, üôé åöïäéÜæïíôáé êáëý-
ôåñá ìå ôéò áðáñáßôçôåò åêåßíåò ãíþ-
óåéò ðïõ ÷ñåéÜæïíôáé íá êÜíïõí êôÞìá
ôïõò ãéá íá ïéêïäïìÞóïõí ðéü èåôéêÜ
êáé åýóôï÷á ôç æùÞ ôïõò. Ôï æçí åßíáé
ßóùò åõêïëüôåñï óÞìåñá, ü÷é üìùò êáé
ôï �å{õ æ̀çí�.

Öáßíåôáé, üôé ï ôå÷íïëïãéêüò ðïëé-
ôéóìüò Ý÷åé áëëïéþóåé êáôÜ ìåãÜëï
ðïóïóôü ôéò áîßåò êáé ôéò ðñïïðôéêÝò
ðïõ óõíäÝïíôáé ìå ôçí ïëïêëçñùìÝíç
áíÜðôõîç ôçí íÝùí ìáò. Êáé ôïýôï,

Áñ÷éåðéóêïðéêç Åãêõêëéïò  ãéá ôç  Ãéïñôç ôùí Åëëçíéêùí Ãñáììáôùí
äéüôé ç ôå÷íïëïãßá Ý÷åé ùò âÜóç ôçí ýëç.
ÊáôÜ óõíÝðåéá ðáñáãêùíßæïíôáé áñêåôÜ,
Þ áêüìá êáé áëëïéþíïíôáé, ïé ðíåõìáôéêÝò
áîßåò ðïõ êÜíïõí ôç æùÞ ðéü áíèñþðéíç
êáé ïäçãïýí ôïí Üíèñùðï ðñïò ôïí Èåü,
åîïéêåéþíïíôÜò ôïí ìÜëéóôá êáé åîïìïéþ-
íïíôÜò ôïí, êáôÜ êÜðïéï ôñüðï, ìáæß Ôïõ.

Åôóé åðéôåëåßôáé ìïíïìåñÞò êáé åë-
ëéðÞò áíÜðôõîç. Ç ãíþóç äåí ãßíåôáé
åðßãíùóç. Ôï �ãíþèé ó�áõôüí� äåí åðéôõã-
÷Üíåôáé, áöïý äåí åðéäéþêåôáé êáí. Êáé
Ýôóé áíôéìåôùðßæïõìå ôï èëéâåñü öáéíü-
ìåíï ôçí óçìåñéíþí áðïðñïóáíáôï-
ëéóìþí êáé áðïôõ÷éþí, ãéá íá ìç ðïýìå,
êáé ôùí íáõáãßùí êáé óõíôñéììÜôùí
ðïëëþí íÝùí ôçò åðï÷Þò ìáò.

Ãíùñßæåôå üëïé, êáé ìÜëéóôá üóïé
ìåôáîý óáò áóêåßôå ôï õøçëü õðïýñãçìá
ôïõ åêðáéäåõôéêïý, ôç ìåãÜëç áõôÞ
åðßäñáóç, ôçí ïðïßá áóêåß óÞìåñá ç
ôå÷íïëïãéêÞ åðáíÜóôáóç ðÜíù óôçí
áíÜðôõîç êáé ãåíéêüôåñá óôç æùÞ ôçí
íÝùí ìáò. Ãíùñßæåôå êáé áðü ôçí ðñÜîç
êáé áðü ôéò ìåëÝôåò ôùí åéäçìüíùí ôá
ðïëëÜ áñíçôéêÜ áðïôåëÝóìáôá ðïõ Ý÷åé
ç åðßäñáóç áõôÞ, áí êáé äåí ëåßðïõí
ïðùóäÞðïôå êáé ôá èåôéêÜ. ÄéêÞ óáò,
ëïéðüí, åßíáé ç åõèýíç êáé äéêü óáò ôï
ðñïíüìéï íá åðéäéþîåôå êáé íá åðéöÝñåôå
ôçí áðáñáßôçôç éóïññïðßá ðïõ ÷ñåéÜ-
æåôáé, éäéáßôåñá óÞìåñá, óôçí åêðáßäåõóç
êáé óôçí ðíåõìáôéêÞ áíáôñïöÞ ôùí íÝùí
ìáò. Óôçí áðïóôïëÞ óáò áõôÞ Ý÷åôå
ïäçãü êáé óõìðáñáóôÜôç ôçí Åêêëçóßá.
Áõôü ôïíßæåé éäéáßôåñá ç ìåãÜëç ãéïñôÞ ôùí
ôñéþí Éåñáñ÷þí ðïõ Ýñ÷åôáé êáé öÝôïò ãéá

íá åíéó÷ýóåé ôï öñüíçìÜ ìáò êáé íá
áíáíåþóåé ôçí áöïóßùóç üëùí ìáò óôï
éåñü êáèÞêïí ðïõ Ý÷ïõìå áðÝíáíôé óôïõò
íÝïõò ìáò.

Ïé ôñåéò ÉåñÜñ÷åò åßíáé ïé óçìáôï-
äüôåò êáé ðñïóôÜôåò ôçò ïñèÞò êáé
éóïññïðçìÝíçò äéáðáéäáãþãçóçò ôùí
íÝùí ìáò. Ç æùÞ ôïõò êáé ç äéäáóêáëßá
ôïõò áðïôõðþíïõí ôçí éäáíéêÞ óýæåõîç
ôçò ãåíéêÞò ãíþóçò ðïõ óõíäÝåé ôïí
Üíèñùðï ðñïò ôïí êüóìï, ìå ôçí ðñïóù-
ðéêÞ ãíþóç ðïõ óõíäÝåé ôïí Üíèñùðï
ðñïò ôïí Èåü.

Åôóé áíáäåß÷èçêáí ùò ïé ïéêïõìåíéêïß
öùóôÞñåò êáé äéäÜóêáëïé, áðåëåõèåñþ-
íïíôáò äçëáäÞ ôïí êüóìï áðü ôçí åéäùëï-
ëáôñßá êáé ðáñáäßíïíôÜò ìáò ìéÜ êëçñïíïìéÜ
ðïõ äåí áöÞíåé ðåñéèþñéá ãéá ôçí äïõëùôéêÞ
åêêïóìßêåõóç ôïõ áíèñþðïõ.

Ïé ôñåßò ÉåñÜñ÷åò óýíäåóáí ü,ôé êáëü
ôïõò Ýäùóå ç åðï÷Þ ôïõò, ôçí áñ÷áßá
åëëçíéêÞ êëáóéêÞ, ôç èýñáèåí ðáéäåßá, ìå
ôçí êáôÜ ×ñéóôüí ìüñöùóç. ÐÞñáí ôá
ÅëëçíéêÜ ãñÜììáôá êáé ôá åìðüôéóáí ìå
ôéò áëÞèåéåò ôçò áðïêÜëõøçò ôïõ Èåïý.

Åêáíáí ôçí ÅëëçíéêÞ ãëþóóá êýñéï
ü÷çìá ôïõ Åõáããåëéêïý ëüãïõ. Åêôéóáí Ýíá
íÝï ðïëéôéóìü, ôïí åëëçíïñèüäïîï ÷ñé-
óôéáíéêü, ï ïðïßïò åðß ãåíåÝò ôþñá
öùôßæåé ôïõò ëáïýò ðïõ ôïí õéïèÝôçóáí.
ÁõôÞ åßíáé ç ðëïõóéüôåñç êáé áîéïëïãü-
ôåñç êëçñïíïìéÜ ðïõ êáôÝ÷ïõìå éäéáßôåñá
åìåßò ïé åëëçíïñèüäïîïé óÞìåñá, áöïý
ìéëÜìå áêüìá ôçí ßäéá ãëþóóá êáé ÷ñçóé-
ìïðïéïýìå ôï ßäéá ãñÜììáôá ðïõ ÷ñçóéìï-
ðïßçóáí ïé ôñåßò åêåßíïé ðáììÝãéóôïé

öùóôÞñåò. Ôçí ðñïïðôéêÞ áõôÞò ôçò
êëçñïíïìéÜò ÷ñåéÜæåôáé êáé ï óýã÷ñïíïò
êüóìïò ìáò ðïõ âñßóêåôáé óå óýã÷õóç,
ëüãù ôïõ ìïíüðëåõñïõ õðåñôïíéóìïý
ôùí ôå÷íïëïãéêþí åðéôåõãìÜôùí ôïõ.

Ìå ôç ãéïñôÞ ôçí ôñéþí Éåñáñ÷þí
ç Åêêëçóßá ìáò ðñïóêáëåß íá óõíå-
÷ßóïõìå ôçí ßäéá ðïñåßá ãéá íá åðéôý-
÷ïõìå áðïôÝëåóìá éóÜîéï åêåßíïõ ôçí
ôñéþí ìåãÜëùí öùóôÞñùí êáé ðïëëþí
Üëëùí ðñïãüíùí ìáò ðïõ ôïõò áêï-
ëïýèçóáí ìÝóá óôç ìáêñáßùíç éóôïñßá
ìáò. Ïðùò åêåßíïé ôüôå, Ýôóé êáé åìåßò
ôþñá, áò ðÜñïõìå ü,ôé êáëýôåñï ìáò
ðñïóöÝñåé ï óýã÷ñïíïò ôå÷íïëïãéêüò
ðïëéôéóìüò êáé Üò ôï óõíäÝóïõìå ìå ôï
èåßï Ëüãï ðïõ áíÝëáâå ôçí áíèñþðéíç
öýóç ãéá íá áðåëåõèåñþóåé ôïí Üíèñù-
ðï áðü ôç õðïäïýëùóÞ ôïõ óôïí
êüóìï êáé íá ôïí åîïìïéþóåé ìå ôïí Èåü.
×ùñßò ôç óýíäåóç áõôÞ ç æùÞ ÷Üíåé ôï
âáèýôåñï íüçìÜ ôçò. Ãßíåôáé ãñßöïò
ðïõ ðñïêáëåß óýã÷õóç êáé ïõôïðßåò
ðïõ ïäçãïýí óôÞí êáêïäáéìïíßá, óôÞí
áðïðëçîßá, óôÞí áëëïôñßùóç, óôï
èÜíáôï. Ôï öùôåéíü ðáñÜäåéãìá ôçí
ôñéþí Éåñáñ÷þí ìáò õðïäåéêíýåé ôïí
ïñèü äñüìï ðïõ ðñÝðåé ìå áðïöá-
óéóôéêüôçôá íá áêïëïõèÞóïõìå.

Ìå ïëüèõìåò ðáôñéêÝò åõ÷Ýò åí
Êõñßù,

ÍÅÁ ÕÏÑÊÇ.� Ìå åéäéêü âñáâåßï ãéá ôçí ðñïóöïñÜ
ôçò óôï èÝáôñï êáé ôéò ôÝ÷íåò  ôéìÞèçêå, óôçí äéÜñêåéá
ãåýìáôïò  ðïõ äéïñãáíþíåé ç Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞ ÁìåñéêÞò,
ìå ôçí åõêáéñßá ôçò ãéïñôÞò ôùí Ôñéþí Éåñáñ÷þí, óôï
îåíïäï÷åßï �Waldorf Astoria� ç çèïðïéüò ÅéñÞíç ÐáðÜ.
Äßðëá óôç äéÜóçìç çèïðïéü êáé ï èñõëéêüò  ÆïñìðÜò, ï
çèïðïéüò Áíôïíé Êïõßí.

Ôá Ýóïäá áðü ôçí åêäÞëùóç ðïõ Þôáí áöéåñùìÝíç
óôçí ðïëéôéóôéêÞ êëçñïíïìéÜ ôïõ Âõæáíôßïõ, äéáôÝèçêáí
ãéá ôçí åíßó÷õóç åéäéêïý ôáìåßïõ õðïôñïöéþí ôçò
ÈåïëïãéêÞò Ó÷ïëÞò ôïõ Ôéìßïõ Óôáõñïý, óôçí  Ìáóá-
÷ïõóÝôç. Óôç óçìáóßá ìÜëéóôá ôïõ Ýñãïõ ôçò ó÷ïëÞò
áíáöÝñèçêáí ìå óýíôïìåò ðáñåìâÜóåéò äýï ôåëåéüöïéôïé
öïéôçôÝò ôçò ÈåïëïãéêÞò ó÷ïëÞò.

ÊáôÜ ôçí äéÜñêåéá ôçò åêäÞëùóçò ìßëçóå ãéá ôçí
óçìáóßá ôïõ Âõæáíôéíïý ðïëéôéóìïý êáé ôá äþñá ôïõ
óôïí äõôéêü ðïëéôéóìü, ç êáèçãÞôñéá  äñ. Áíáìáñß ÂÝéë
Êáñ, åðéêåöáëÞò ôïõ ôìÞìáôïò Éóôïñßáò ôçò ÔÝ÷íçò, óôï
ðáíåðéóôÞìéï �ÓÜïõäåñí ÌÝèïäéóô� ôïõ ÍôÜëáò.

Ç ïìéëßá ôçò ê. Êáñ óõíïäåýôçêå áðü ðñïâïëÞ
åã÷ñþìùí äéáöáíåéþí ìå ôïõò èçóáõñïýò ôïõ Âõæá-
íôßïõ.  Ç ïìéëßá åß÷å ùò èÝìá: �Äþñá áðü ìéá îå÷áóìÝíç
áõôïêñáôïñßá: ÂõæÜíôéï êáé Äõôéêüò Ðïëéôéóìüò�. Ç ê.
Êáñ åðåóÞìáíå üôé ôï ÂõæÜíôéï äåí åßíáé ðëÝïí Ýíá
îå÷áóìÝíï êåöÜëáéï óôçí éóôïñßá ôïõ Äõôéêïý Ðïëé-
ôéóìïý, áöïý ðëÝïí Ý÷åé ðåñÜóåé óôçí ðñþôç ãñáììÞ
ôçò åðéêáéñüôçôáò ôüóï ìå ôéò åêèÝóåéò ðïõ ãßíïíôáé óå
äéÜöïñá ìïõóåßá, üðùò áõôü ôïõ Ëïýâñïõ, áëëÜ êáé ôïõ
Âñåôáíéêïý êáé ôïõ Ìçôñïðïëéôéêïý Ìïõóåßïõ ôçò ÍÝáò
Õüñêçò, áëëÜ êáé ìÝóá áðü Üëëåò ìåèüäïõò ðñïâïëÞò
ôçò éóôïñßáò ôïõ Âõæáíôßïõ, üðùò ç ôçëåüñáóç.

ÁöéåñùìÝíç óôçí ðïëéôéóôéêÞ êëçñïíïìéÜ ôïõ Âõæáíôßïõ
ç öåôéíÞ åêäÞëùóç ãéá ôá
ÅËËÇÍ ÉÊÁ  ÃÑÁÌÌÁÔÁ

Ôï Ýñãï ôçò ôéìþìåíçò áëëÜ êáé ôçí óçìáóßá ôçò
åêäÞëùóçò åðåóÞìáíáí óôïõò ÷áéñåôéóìïýò ôïõò ï
Ãåíéêüò Ðñüîåíïò ôçò ÅëëÜäáò ê. ×áñÜëáìðïò ÌÜíåóçò,
ï ðñÝóâçò ôçò Êýðñïõ óôçí ÏõÜóéíãêôïí ê. Áíäñïò
ÍéêïëáÀäçò êáèþò êáé ï äÞìáñ÷ïò ôçò ÍÝáò Õüñêçò ê.
Ñïýíôïëö ÔæïõëéÜíé. Åíá ìéêñü áöéÝñùìá óôï Ýñãï ôçò
ðáñïõóßáóå ï ÃéÜííçò Óéìùíßäçò.

Ç ÅéñÞíç ÐáðÜ åõ÷áñßóôçóå ôïí Óåâ. Áñ÷éåðßóêïðï
ê. Óðõñßäùíá êáé åêåßíïõò ðïõ ôçí åðÝëåîáí ãéá ôï
âñáâåßï êáèþò êáé ôïí Áíôïíé Êïõßí ãéá ôç óõìðáñÜ-
óôáóÞ ôïõ. Ç ê. ÐáðÜ êÜëåóå üëïõò íá âïçèÞóïõí ãéá
íá ðñïâëçèïýí êáé ðÜëé ôá åëëçíéêÜ ãñÜììáôá, ç óêÝøç
êáé ôï ðíåýìá óôïí äõôéêü êüóìï. ÐÜíôïôå, ôüíéóå
÷áñáêôçñéóôéêÜ, óôéò âáëßôóåò ìïõ õðÜñ÷ïõí óôïé÷åßá
áðü ôçí ÅëëÜäá, ôï ðíåýìá  êáé ôïõò èçóáõñïýò ôçò.

Ôï åðüìåíï âÞìá ôçò, üðùò åßðå ç äéÜóçìç çèïðïéüò
åßíáé ôï ÂõæÜíôéï, ç ðüñôá ðïõ, üðùò åßðå, êñÜôçóå
ôïõò ÂáñâÜñïõò Ýîù áðü ôçí Åõñþðç. ÁíáöÝñèçêå êáé
óôéò ðñïóðÜèåéÝò ôçò íá åðéóôñÝøåé óôçí ðáôñßäá ôçò
êÜôé áðü üóá ôçò Ýäùóå ìå ôçí äçìéïõñãßá ó÷ïëÞò

èåÜôñïõ, ðïõ ôçí óôçñßæåé ïéêïíïìéêÜ êáôÜ Ýíá ìåãÜëï
ìÝñïò ç ßäéá.

Ïé íÝïé Üíèñùðïé, ôüíéóå, åíäéáöÝñïíôáé êáé èÝëïõí
íá Ý÷ïõí éäáíéêÜ êáé ðñüóèåóå üôé äåí åßíáé óùóôÞ ç
Üðïøç üôé  äåí áñÝóïõìå óôïõò îÝíïõò. Ìáò áãáðÜíå,
óõìðëÞñùóå, êáé èÝëïõí íá åðéóôñÝøïõí óôçí êïéôßäá
ôïõ ðïëéôéóìïý.

Ôï âñáâåßï ôùí �Ôñéþí Éåñáñ÷þí� áðïíåìÞèçêå áðü
ôïí Áñ÷éåðßóêïðï Óðõñßäùíá óôçí ïìïãåíÞ åêðáé-
äåõôéêü ê. ÓôÝëëá Êïêüëç, ç ïðïßá ãéá 10 ÷ñüíéá äéåôÝëåóå
åðéêåöáëÞò ôçò äéïñãáíùôéêÞò åðéôñïðÞò ôïõ ãåýìáôïò.

ÐñåóâåõôÞò ôïõ ðïëéôéóìïý
Ìéëþíôáò ï Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò Óðõñßäùí õðïãñÜììéóå

üôé ç ÅëëçíéêÞ êëçñïíïìéÜ åßíáé ìéá êëçñïíïìéÜ ðïõ áíÞêåé
ó� üëïõò ôïõò áíèñþðïõò, áíåîÜñôçôá áðü ôçí
êáôáãùãÞ ôïõò, ðïõ ìïéñÜæïíôáé ôéò öéëïóïöéêÝò êáé
ðïëéôéóôéêÝò  éäÝåò ðïõ äçìéïýñãçóáí ôïí äõôéêü
ðïëéôéóìü.

Áíáöåñüìåíïò óôçí ôéìþìåíç ï Óåâáóìéüôáôïò
ôüíéóå üôé ç ÅéñÞíç ÐáðÜ áðïôåëåß óýìâïëï ôïõ èåÜôñïõ
êáé ôçí ÷áñáêôÞñéóå ðñåóâåõôÞ ôïõ Åëëçíéêïý êáé ôïõ
Âõæáíôéíïý ðïëéôéóìïý. Ìáæß ìå ôï âñáâåßï, ï Áñ÷éåðß-
óêïðïò ôçò ðñüóöåñå êáé ìéá åéêüíá ôçò Èåïôüêïõ, åê
ìÝñïõò ôïõ Ïéêïõìåíéêïý ÐáôñéÜñ÷ç ê. Âáñèïëïìáßïõ.

Áðïäå÷üìåíç ôï âñáâåßï ç ê. ÐáðÜ åõ÷áñßóôçóå ôï
êïéíü ìå åíá äçìïôéêü ôñáãïýäé êáé Ýíáí ýìíï ðñïò ôç
Èåïôüêï.

Óôï ôÝëïò ôçò åêäÞëùóçò êáé ìåôÜ áðü ôçí
ðñïôñïðÞ ôïõ Áñ÷éåðéóêüðïõ Óðõñßäùíá, ï Áíôïíé
Êïõßí, áíáêïßíùóå óõãêéíçìÝíïò üôé ðñüêåéôáé óýíôïìá
íá ôåëÝóåé êáé èñçóêåõôéêü ãÜìï, áöïý ðñïçãïõìÝíùò
áóðáóôåß ôçí Ïñèïäïîßá.

ÅðéêåöáëÞò ôçò äéïñãáíùôéêÞò ÅðéôñïðÞò Þôáí ç
ê. ÖáíÞ Ðåôáëßäïõ-×üëéíôåú êáé ï ê. Çëßáò Êïõëïõ-
êïõíôÞò, íÝïò ðñüåäñïò ôïõ óõìâïõëßïõ ôïõ Áñ÷éåðé-
óêïðéêïý Êáèåäñéêïý ôçò Áãßáò ÔñéÜäáò.

Ï Óåâáóìéüôáôïò ìå ôçí ÅéñÞíç ÐáðÜ êáé ôïí Áíôïíé Êïõßí.
(öùô. Ä.ÐáíÜãïò)
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Ï ê. Ãåþñãéïò Ó. ÌðåìðÞò åßíáé êáèçãçôÞò ôçò Ðáôñïëïãßáò óôçí
ÈåïëïãéêÞ Ó÷ïëÞ Ôéìßïõ Óôáõñïý ôçò É. Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò ÁìåñéêÞò.

ôïõ êáè. Ãåùñãßïõ Ó. ÌðåìðÞ

Ó ôéò 23 Öåâñïõáñßïõ ç Åêêëçóßá ìáò ôéìÜ
ôïí Áãéï Ðïëýêáñðï, Åðßóêïðï Óìýñíçò,
ðïõ ìáñôýñçóå óôá ìÝóá ôïõ äåýôåñïõ

áéþíá. Ïé ðëçñïöïñßåò ðïõ Ý÷ïõìå ãéá ôç èáõìáóôÞ
æùÞ ôïõ ðñïÝñ÷ïíôáé áðü ôïí Áãéï Åéñçíáßï, ìáèçôÞ
ôïõ Áãßïõ Ðïëýêáñðïõ,ôïí ìåãÜëï éóôïñéêü ÅõóÝâéï
êáé êõñßùò áðü ôï ëåãüìåíï «Ìáñôõñïëüãéï» ôïõ Áãßïõ
Ðïëýêáñðïõ. Ôï ðåñßöçìï áõôü ìéêñü âéâëßï áðïôåëåß
óôçí ðñáãìáôéêüôçôá ìéá áðü ôéò ðéï áîéïóçìåßùôåò

ÐÏËÕÊÁÑÐÏÓ Ï ÓÌÕÑÍÇÓ:
Ï ÌÁÑÔÕÑÉÊÏÓ ÅÐÉÓÊÏÐÏÓ ÔÇÓ ÁÑ×ÁÉÁÓ ÅÊÊËÇÓÉÁÓ

áñ÷áßåò ðçãÝò, ïé ïðïßåò ðåñéãñÜöïõí ôç óýëëçøç,
ôç äßêç, êáôáäßêç êáé ôïí èÜíáôï ôï ìáñôõñéêü ôùí
áñ÷áßùí ÷ñéóôéáíþí êáé ìÜëéóôá ôùí èåüðíåõóôùí
çãåôþí ôçò áñ÷áßáò ×ñéóôéáíéêÞò Åêêëçóßáò.

Ï Áãéïò Ðïëýêáñðïò, õðÞñîå ìáèçôÞò êáé
ãíþñéìïò ôïõ ÅõáããåëéóôÞ ÉùÜííç êáé
Üëëùí Áðïóôüëùí, ãé� áõôü ôï ëüãï, ïé

Ðáôñïëüãïé ôïí êáôáôÜóóïõí óôç ÷ïñåßá ôùí
«Áðïóôïëéêþí ÐáôÝñùí». Ïé ðïëëÝò áñåôÝò ôïõ, ç
âáèýôáôç ðßóôç ôïõ óôïí ×ñéóôü, ç áîéïèáýìáóôç
éåñáðïóôïëéêÞ ôïõ äñÜóç ãéá ôçí äéÜäïóç ôïõ
Åõáããåëßïõ, ôïí áíÜäåéîáí çãåôéêÞ êáé ëÜìðïõóá
ðñïóùðéêüôçôá ôçò Áñ÷áßáò Åêêëçóßáò. Ïé äéþêôåò
êáôÜ ôç äßêç ôïõ óôï óôÜäéï ôçò Óìýñíçò ôïí
êáôçãüñçóáí, åõèÝùò, ùò «ôïí Áóßáò äéäÜóêáëï, ôïí
ðáôÝñá ôùí ×ñéóôéáíþí, ôùí çìåôÝñùí èåþí
êáèáéñÝôçí. . .» (êåö.12). ÐñÜãìáôé, ç êáèáãéáóìÝíç
æùÞ ôïõ êáé ôï ×ñéóôïìßìçôï ðáñÜäåéãìÜ ôïõ ìáæß ìå
ôçí åðéôõ÷çìÝíç ðáñïõóßá êáé ðáñïõóßáóç ôïõ
Åõáããåëßïõ, åß÷å áíôßêôõðï ó�ïëüêëçñç ôç ÌéêñÜ Áóßá.
Åéäùëïëáôñéêïß íáïß Ýêëåéíáí, ôá ÷ñçìáôéêÜ Ýóïäá
ìåéþíïíôáí, ç èñçóêåßá ôùí åéäþëùí õößóôáôï ìéá
Üíåõ ðñïçãïõìÝíïõ êáèßæçóç. Åôóé, ç ðñïóáãùãÞ ôïõ
Áãéïõ Ðïëýêáñðïõ óôï áìöéèÝáôñï ôçò Óìýñíçò ðÞñå
«ðáëëáúêü» ÷áñáêôÞñá: Ï áíèýðáôïò ôçò Áóßáò
ÓôÜôéïò ÊïäñÜôïò, ï ïðïßïò ðñïÞäñåõóå ôçò «ëáúêÞò»
äßêçò, åîÝöñáóå ôéò öïâßåò êáé ôéò áíçóõ÷ßåò ïëüêëçñçò
ôçò ÑùìáúêÞò áõôïêñáôïñßáò ãéá ôçí áëìáôþäç Üíïäï
êáé äéÜäïóç ôçò íÝáò èñçóêåßáò ôïõ åóôáõñùìÝíïõ

Íáæùñáßïõ. ÂÝâáéá, ç äßêç Ýãéíå ìå üëïõò ôïõò ôýðïõò
êáé ìå üëåò ôéò äéáäéêáóßåò ôçò ðåñßöçìçò ÑùìáúêÞò
äéêïíïìßáò. ÊáôÜ ôá åéùèüôá, æçôÞèçêå áðü ôïí
ãçñáéü Åðßóêïðï íá áëëÜîåé ãíþìç êáé íá êÜíåé èõóßá
óôá åßäùëá. ÓõãêéíçôéêÞ Þôáí ç çñùéêÞ áðÜíôçóç ôïõ
Áãéïõ Ðïëýêáñðïõ. Ðþò Þôáí äõíáôü íá áðáñíçèåß
ôïí ÓùôÞñá ×ñéóôü, ôïí ïðïßï äéäÜ÷èçêå íá áãáðÜ
êáé íá äéáêïíåß áðü ôç ìéêñÞ ðáéäéêÞ ôïõ çëéêßá; Ç äéÜ
ðõñüò êáôáäßêç êáé ôéìùñßá Þôáí Üìåóç. ÁëëÜ ôï
ðáíÜìùìïí óþìá ôïõ ìÜñôõñá Åðéóêüðïõ äåí
åêáßåôï. . . Ïìùò ôï èáýìá áõôü äåí êëüíéóå ôç
óêëçñïêáñäßá ôùí êáôáäéùêôþí ôïõ. ÅêôåëÝóôçêå
ôåëéêÜ äéÜ îßöïõò.

Ç áíôßäñáóç ôçò áñ÷áßáò ÅêêëçóéáóôéêÞò
êïéíüôçôáò ôçò Óìýñíçò Þôáí
ðñÝðïõóá. ÓõíÝëåîáí ïé ãåííáßïé

ìáèçôÝò ôïõ ôá ïóôÜ ôïõ áãßïõ êáé ôá Ýèáøáí óå
ìíçìåßï ãéá íá ôïí ôéìÞóïõí êáé íá ôïí åíèõìïýíôáé
áéþíéá. Ôá êåöÜëáéá 17 êáé 18 ôïõ «Ìáñôõñïëïãßïõ»
ôïõ Áãéïõ Ðïëýêáñðïõ èåùñïýíôáé áðü ôïõò
ìåëåôçôÝò ôçò áñ÷áßáò Åêêëçóßáò ùò ðïëýôéìåò ðçãÝò
ôçò áíÜðôõîçò ôçò ôéìÞò ôùí áãßùí ëåéøÜíùí ôùí
ìáñôýñùí, êáé ôçò åìðÝäùóçò ùò «ãåíåèëßïõ» åïñôÞò
ôùí ÷ñéóôéáíþí ôçò çìåñïìçíßáò ôïõ ìáñôõñßïõ êáé
ôçò åéò ïõñáíïýò ìåôÜâáóçò ôùí. Ìå Üëëåò ëÝîåéò, áðü
ôï «Ìáñôõñïëüãéï» ôïõ Áãéïõ Ðïëýêáñðïõ ðÞñáìå
ôç óõíÞèåéá íá åïñôÜæïõìå ü÷é ðëÝïí ôçí çìÝñá ôçò
ãÝííçóçò, ùò Ýðñáôôáí ïé Ñùìáßïé, áëëÜ ôçí çìÝñá
ôïõ ìáñôõñßïõ êáé ôçò êïßìçóçò, ùò íÝá «ãåíÝèëéá»
çìÝñá åéò ôçí ×ñéóôþ êïßìçóç. Ï åïñôáóìüò ôçò
ïíïìáóôéêÞò åïñôÞò ôùí áãßùí óõìðßðôåé ðÜíôïôå ìå
ôçí íÝá, ðëÝïí «ãåíÝèëéïí» åí ×ñéóôþ çìÝñá. Ç 23ç
Öåâñïõáñßïõ, êáôÜ ôçí ïðïßá åïñôÜæïõìå ôç ìíÞìç
ôïõ Áãéïõ Ðïëýêáñðïõ åßíáé ç çìÝñá ôïõ ìáñôõñßïõ
ôïõ.

Ï õìíùäüò ôçò Åêêëçóßáò ìáò êáëåß ôïí Áãéï
Ðïëýêáñðï «áîéüèåï» ÉåñÜñ÷ç êáé «áèëïöüñï» êáé
Ýíäïîï. Ôï Üìùìï ðáñÜäåéãìá ôïõ áò åìðíÝåé ôç æùÞ
ìáò êáé ôþñá êáé ðÜíôïôå. . .

Ðïéï ìÝëïò ôïõ óþìáôïò ìáò åßíáé ôüóï óçìáíôéêü
þóôå, áí ìáò Þôáí äõíáôüí íá óõãêñáôÞóïõìå ìüíïí
áõôü ôï ìÝëïò, ôüôå ßóùò, üðùò ëÝíå ïé ÃñáöÝò, íá
èåùñïýìáóôå ôÝëåéïé;  Ðïéï ìÝëïò ôïõ óþìáôüò ìáò
ìðïñåß, ìÝóá óå ìéá óôéãìÞ íá ìáò ðáñïõóéÜóåé åíþðéïí
ôùí Áãßùí Þ íá ìáò õðïâéâÜóåé êáé íá ìáò áðïìáêñýíåé
áðü êÜèå ôé ðïõ ó÷åôßæåôáé ìå ôçí Áãéüôçôá;

Ðïéï ìÝëïò ôïõ óþìáôüò ìáò åßíáé ïõóéáóôéêÜ ç
ðüñôá ôçò øõ÷Þò, Ýôóé þóôå üôáí áíïßãåé áðïêáëýðôåé
ôçí áëÞèåéá, ôïí ðáëìü êáé ôçí ýöáíóç ôçò ýðáñîÞò
ôïõ åßíáé ìá÷;  Ðïéï ìÝëïò ôïõ óþìáôüò ìáò Ý÷åé ôçí
éêáíüôçôá íá óêïôþíåé Þ íá áíáóôáôþíåé, íá ãêñåìßæåé
Þ íá ÷ôßæåé, íá èåñáðåýåé Þ íá ôñáõìáôßæåé, íá
ïëïêëçñþíåé Þ íá êáèéóôÜ áíÜðçñïõò,  í� áãáðÜåé Þ íá
ìéóåß, íá ðñïîåíåß ðüíï Þ í� áíáêïõößæåé, íá äéäÜóêåé Þ
íá áðïíåêñþíåé,íá æùïãïíåß Þ íá èáíáôþíåé óôç óôéãìÞ;
Ôçí áðÜíôçóç ôçí âñßóêïõìå óôéò Ðáñïéìßåò,  «×åßëç
Üöñïíïò óõíôñßâåé êáé, ôï äå óôüìá áõôïý ôï èñáóý
èÜíáôïí åðéêáëåßôáé.  Óôüìá áöñïíïò óõíôñßâåé áõôþ,
ôá äå ÷åßëç áõôïý, ðáãßò ôç øõ÷Þ áõôïý. (Êåö. 18,6)

Ï Áðüóôïëïò ÉÜêùâïò óôçí åðéóôïëÞ ôïõ ìáò ëÝåé
«Åé ôéò äïêåß èñÞóêïò åßíáé åí çìßí, ìç ÷áëéíáãùãþí
ãëþóóáí áõôïý, áëë� áðáôþí êáñäßáí áõôïý, ôïýôïõ
ìÜôáéïò ç èñçóêåßá.» (1,26)  Ï Êýñéïò ìáò ëÝåé ôá
áêüëïõèá óýìöùíá ìå ôïí Áðüóôïëï Ìáôèáßï, «Åê ãáñ
ôïõ ðåñéóóåýìáôïò ôçò êáñäéÜò ôï óôüìá ëáëåß.  Ï
áãáèüò Üíèñùðïò åê ôïõ áãáèïý èçóáõñïý åêâÜëëåé
áãáèÜ, êáé ï ðïíçñüò Üíèñùðïò åê ôïõ ðïíçñïý
èçóáõñïý åêâÜëëåé ðïíçñÜ.  ËÝãù äå õìßí üôé ðáí ñÞìá
áñãüí åÜí ëáëÞóùóéí ïé Üíèñùðïé, áðïäþóïõóéí ðåñß
áõôïý ëüãïí åí çìÝñá êñßóåùò.  Åê ãáñ ôùí ëüãùí óïõ
äéêáéùèÞóç êáé åê ôùí ëüãùí óïõ êáôáäéêáóèÞóç.»
(Ìáôè. 12,34-37)

Ðñïò óôéãìÞ áò óôñáöïýìå óå ìéá áðü ôéò ìåãáëý-
ôåñåò ¢ãéåò ôçò Åêêëçóßáò ôçí Áãßá Ìáñßá ôçò Áéãýðôïõ.
Ç Áãßá Ìáñßá Þôáí ìéá íÝá ç ïðïßá æïýóå ìéá
ôñéêõìéóìÝíç æùÞ.  Äåí ìðïñïýóå íá âñåé çóõ÷ßá ïýôå
ìå ôçí ìçôÝñá ôçò ïýôå ìå ôïí ðáôÝñá ôçò.  ÁðïöÜóéóå
íá öýãåé áðü ôï óðßôé êáé íá âñåé ôï ìÝëëïí ôçò.  ÁëëÜ ç
öôþ÷åéá ôçò êáé ç ïìïñöéÜ ôçò ôçí åîáðÜôçóáí êáé
Ýðåóå èýìá ôçò ðïñíåßáò. Ðïýëçóå ôï êïñìß ôçò ãéá íá
éêáíïðïéÞóåé ôçí ðåßíá ôçò.

Ç ãëþóóá, ðïõ êüêáëá äåí Ý÷åé êáé êüêáëá ôóáêßæåé...

ôïõ ð. Ãåùñãßïõ ÐáóóéÜ

Êáô� áõôüí ôïí ôñüðï Ýæçóå ãéá ðïëëÜ ÷ñüíéá.  Äåí
åß÷å äåé ðïôÝ ôçò ôï åóùôåñéêü ôçò Åêêëçóßáò.  Ðáñ� üëá
áõôÜ, âáèéÜ ìÝóá óôçí êáñäéÜ ôçò Þîåñå ôïí Èåü.  ÊáôÜ
êÜðïéï ôñüðï ïé áìáñôßåò ôçò ôçí åìðüäéæáí íá âñåé
ôçí ðßóôç ðïõ Þôáí êñõììÝíç óôçí êáñäéÜ ôçò êáé í�
áöÞóåé ôçí øõ÷Þ ôçò íá öùíÜîåé êáé íá ôçí áðïóðÜóåé
áðü ôéò êáêÝò ðñÜîåéò ðïõ Ýêáíå.

Ìéá ìÝñá, üôáí ç Ìáñßá Üêïõóå üôé óå ìéá áðü ôéò
Åêêëçóßåò óôá Éåñïóüëõìá âñéóêüôáí Ýíá êïììÜôé Îýëïõ
áðü ôïí ßäéï ôï Óôáõñü ôïõ ×ñéóôïý, êáé áðïöÜóéóå íá

ðÜåé óôçí Åêêëçóßá áõôÞ êáé íá ôï äåé êáé íá ôï
ðñïóêõíÞóåé ìå ôá ßäéá ôçò ôá ìÜôéá.  ÊÜôé ìÝóá ôçò ôçí
êáëïýóå ðñïò ôïí Óôáõñü.  ¼ôáí ðÞãå åêåß áðï-
ðåéñÜèçêå íá åéóÝëèåé ìÝóá óôçí Åêêëçóßá áëëÜ êÜðïéá
áüñáôç äýíáìç äåí ôçò ôï åðÝôñåðå.  ÐñïóðÜèçóå êáé
ðÜëé, áëëÜ äåí ôçò Þôáí äõíáôü.  Ï êüóìïò åéóåñ÷üôáí
óôï Íáü áðü ôá äåîéÜ êáé áñéóôåñÜ ôçò, êáé üìùò ïõäÝíá
åìðüäéï åõñßóêåôï óôï äñüìï ôçò. ¢ñ÷éóå í� áíáóôá-
ôþíåôáé êáé ôåëéêÜ âáèéÜ óôåíï÷ùñçìÝíç äéåñùôÞèçêå
«ÈåÝ ìïõ ÈåÝ ìïõ, ôüóï ðïëý îÝðåóá ðïõ äåí ìïõ áîßæåé
íá ìðù óôçí Åêêëçóßá áðü ôçí Êýñéá Åßóïäï;  Ôá ÷ñüíéá
åêåßíá óõíÞèéæáí íá ôïðïèåôïýí ìéá åéêüíá Ýîù áðü ôçí
Åêêëçóßá þóôå óå ðåñßðôùóç ðïõ ïé ðüñôåò Þôáí
êëåéäùìÝíåò, ìðïñïýóå êáíåßò íá ðñïóêõíÞóåé åìðñüò
óôçí Åêêëçóßá óôçí Êýñéá Åßóïäï.  Óôçí áðåëðéóßá ôçò
Ýðåóå óôá ãüíáôá êáé Üñ÷éóå íá êëáßåé êïéôÜæïíôáò ôçí
åéêüíá ôçò Ðáíáãßáò, «Ðáíáãßá ìïõ ðáñèÝíá, ôá åìðüäéá
ìðñïóôÜ ìïõ åßíáé áðü ôïí Õéüí Óïõ, åßíáé ëüãù ôçò
áìáñôùëüôçôáò ìïõ;  ÅðÝôñåøå ìïõ íá ìðù óôçí
Åêêëçóßá êáé äåí èá îáíáðÝóù óå áõôÞ ôçí áìáñôùëÞ
æùÞ.»  Ì� áõôÞ ôç öñÜóç, üôáí êáé ðÜëé åðé÷åßñçóå íá
ìðåé óôçí Åêêëçóßá ìå ôï ðñüóùðï ôçò ãåìÜôï äÜêñõá,
äåí âñÝèçêå êáíÝíá åìðüäéï ìðñïóôÜ ôçò.

Ï Èåüò åßíáé Èåüò ôçò áãÜðçò, åßíáé üìùò êáé Èåüò
ðïõ äéáêñßíåé ôá ðÜíôá. ÊïéôÜæåé ôçí êáñäéÜ ìáò êáé áðü
ôï óôüìá ìáò âëÝðåé ôéò ëÝîåéò óôá åóùôåñéêÜ âÜèç ôçò
øõ÷Þò ìáò.  Äéáêñßíåé óôçí áìáñôùëÞ Ìáñßá ìéá
åéëéêñßíåéá êáé äõíáôüôçôá íá ãßíåé Áãßá. Ôçí êáëùóüñéóå
ëïéðüí, êáé áõôÞ Ýðåóå óôá ãüíáôá êáé ößëçóå ôïí

Óôáõñü ôïí Ôßìéï ôïõ Êõñßïõ ôçò. Öåýãïíôáò ç Áãßá
Ìáñßá áãüñáóå Ýíá óáêïýëé öáóüëéá êáé äýï êáñâÝëéá
øùìß. ¹îåñå üôé áí èá Ýìåíå óôçí Ðüëç èá åîáêï-
ëïõèïýóå ôç æùÞ óôçí áìáñôßá. Ãé áõôü, åðåéäÞ Ýäùóå
ôïí ëüãï ôçò óôïí Èåü üôé èá Üëëáæå ôñüðï æùÞò,
Ýðñåðå íá öýãåé.

ÐÞñå ôï ðëïßï êáé äéÝó÷éóå ôïí ÉïñäÜíç Ðïôáìü, êáé
öôÜíïíôáò óôçí Ýñçìï, Ýæçóå åêåß ãéá 48 ïëüêëçñá
÷ñüíéá. Ó� üëï áõôü ôï äéÜóôçìá ôï óáêïýëé ôçò ìå ôá
öáóüëéá äåí Üäåéáóå ïýôå óþèçêå ôï øùìß ôçò. ÍÞóôåõå
õðåñâïëéêÜ, êáé ï Èåüò äåí ôçí Üöçóå ìüíç. Ìéá çìÝñá
öþíáîå óôï Èåü ì� üëç ôçí äýíáìç ôçò êáñäéÜò ôçò «ÈåÝ
ìïõ ÈåÝ ìïõ êáé ôé äåí èá Ýäéíá íá ãéíüìïõíá ìéá öïñÜ
áêüìç ðáñèÝíá ãéá ÓÝíá, íá íéþóù óôçí êáñäéÜ ìïõ üôé
ìå óõã÷þñåóåò, êáé üôé ï ëüãïò óïõ ìå åîÜãíéóå!
ÁíáíÝùóå ìå êáé êÜíå ìå ðáéäß óïõ ðÜëé». Ìéá öùíÞ ôçò
áðÜíôçóå «Ìáñßá, Ìáñßá, åßóáé óôá ìÜôéá Ìïõ óáí äÝêá
ðáñèÝíåò ìå ôçí ìåôÜíïéá óïõ». ÁìÝóùò ðáñáêÜëåóå ç
Áãßá Ìáñßá ôïí Èåü íá ôçò óôåßëåé Ýíá ÉåñÝá, äéüôé Þèåëå
íá åîïìïëïãçèåß ôéò áìáñôßåò ôçò êáé íá êïéíùíÞóåé ôá
¢÷ñáíôá ÌõóôÞñéá. Ï ÐáôÞñ ÆùóéìÜò, åí áíôéèÝóåé ìå
ôçí Áãßá Ìáñßá, Þôáí Ýíáò Üíèñùðïò ï ïðïßïò áðü 8
÷ñïíþí íÞóôåõå êáé ðñïóåý÷åôï.  Óôá 17 ôïõ ÷ñüíéá
Ýãéíå Ìåãáëüó÷çìïò Ìïíá÷üò. ¸öèáóå óôï óçìåßï íá
ðåé áðü ôçí ÌïíÞ ôïõ: «ÈåÝ ìïõ õðüäåéîå ìïõ íá ðÜù
êÜðïõ áëëïý, äéüôé åäþ óôç ÌïíÞ äåí ìáèáßíù ôßðïôå.
Äåßîå ìïõ ôïí ôñüðï, äßäáîå ìå». Ïé éêåóßåò ôïõ
åéóáêïýóôçêáí. Ï Èåüò ôïí Ýóôåéëå ó� Ýíá ìïíáóôÞñé
óôá Éåñïóüëõìá, üðïõ ïé ìïíá÷ïß åß÷áí Ýíá äéêü ôïõò
Ýèéìï. ÊÜèå ÷ñüíï êáôÜ ôï äéÜóôçìá ôçò ÓáñáêïóôÞò, ïé
ìïíá÷ïß Ýöåõãáí áðü ôï ìïíáóôÞñé ãéá 40 çìÝñåò êáé
ðÞãáéíáí óôçí Ýñçìï ãéá íá íçóôÝøïõí áõóôçñÜ êáé íá
ðñïóåõ÷çèïýí.  ÅðÝóôñåöáí äå óôï ìïíáóôÞñé ëßãï ðñéí
ôçí ÌåãÜëç ÅâäïìÜäá.

Êáèþò ï ÐáôÞñ ÆùóéìÜò ðåñðáôïýóå óôçí Ýñçìï,
áêïýåé îáöíéêÜ ìéá ãõíáéêåßá öùíÞ íá ôïõ ëÝåé, «ÐáôÝñá
Æþóéìå ñßîå ìïõ ôï åîþñáóü óïõ. ÐáôÝñá Æþóéìå ç Üììïò
ìïõ êáôÝóôñåøå ôá åíäýìáôá ìïõ, ñßîå ìïõ ôï åîþñáóü
óïõ». Ï ÐÜôåñ ÆùóéìÜò Ýâãáëå ôï åîþñáóü ôïõ êáé ôçò
ôï Ýñéîå. ÅÜí óÞìåñá êïéôÜîïõìå ìåôÜ ðñïóï÷Þò ôéò
åéêüíåò ôçò Áãßáò Ìáñßáò, âëÝðïõìå ôï óþìá ôçò êÜðùò
ãõìíü, íá êáëýðôåôáé áðü ôï ìáýñï åîþñáóï ðïõ ôçò
Ýñéîå ï ÐÜôåñ ÆùóéìÜò. Ç Áãßá Ìáñßá ôüôå ôïõ æÞôçóå
íá  åîïìïëïãçèåß ôéò áìáñôßåò ôçò. Ï ÐÜôåñ ÆùóéìÜò
Ýìåéíå Üíáõäïò: «ÊýñéÝ ìïõ, Óå ãíþñéóá áðÜ ìéá ðüñíç,
áëëÜ áðü ìéá ðüñíç ðïõ ìåôáíüçóå, ìéá ãõíáßêá ðïõ
äåí öÝñåé ôïí ôßôëï ôçò éåñïóýíçò. Ìéá ãõíáßêá ðïõ
áöéÝñùóå üëç ôç æùÞ ôçò óôç ìåôÜíïéá.

Ï ÐÜôåñ ÆùóéìÜò Üêïõóå ôçí Ìáñßá íá åîéóôïñåß
ü÷é ìüíï ôç äéêÞ ôçò æùÞ, áëëÜ êáé ôçí äéêÞ ôïõ. Ôïí
Üöçóå ìå ìéá ðáñÜêëçóç óôçí øõ÷Þ ôïõ: «Ôïõ ÷ñüíïõ
ÐÜôåñ Æþóéìå, öÝñå ìïõ ôçí Èåßá Êïéíùíßá.»  Ôçí
åðüìåíç ÷ñïíéÜ ï ÐÜôåñ ÆùóéìÜò ôçò Ýöåñå ôçí Èåßá
Êïéíùíßá, áíáñùôüìåíïò: «Ðþò èá ôçí âñù;» Åõèýò ùò
Ýöèáóå óôéò ü÷èåò ôïõ ÉïñäÜíç, âëÝðåé óôçí áðÝíáíôé
ü÷èç ôçí åõëïãçìÝíç Ìáñßá ôçò Áéãýðôïõ!  «Ðåñßìåíå»
ôïõ ëÝåé ðåñðáôþíôáò åðÜíù óôá íåñÜ ôïõ ðïôáìïý.
Ôüôå, ãïíÜôéóå ìðñïóôÜ ôïõ êáé Ýëáâå ôçí Èåßá Êïéíùíßá.
Áíá÷þñçóå åõ÷áñéóôþíôáò ôïí ãÝñïíôá ÉåñÝá ðïõ
åéóÜêïõóå ôçí ðáñÜêëçóç ôçò.

Ôçí åðüìåíç ÷ñïíéÜ åðÝóôåøå ï ÐÜôåñ ÆùóéìÜò
óôçí Ýñçìï, áëëÜ ôçí öïñÜ áõôÞ âñÞêå ôçí Áãßá Ìáñßá
íåêñÞ. Óôçí Üììï åðÜíù, äßðëá óôï ðôþìá ôçò åß÷áí
÷áñá÷ôåß ôá áêüëïõèá ëüãéá: «ÐáôÝñá ÆùóéìÜ èÜøå åäþ
ôá áíÜîéá ëåßøáíá ôçò ôáðåéíÞò äïýëçò, ôïõ Èåïý,
Ìáñßáò ðïõ ðÝèáíå ðÝñõóé ôçí ÌåãÜëç ÐáñáóêåõÞ».
Ï ÐÜôåñ ÆùóéìÜò ôçí åß÷å êïéíùíÞóåé ôçí ÌåãÜëç
ÐÝìðôç, êáé ìÝ÷ñé ôçò óôéãìÞò åêåßíçò äåí Þîåñå ôï üíïìÜ
ôçò. Ôï äå ìÝñïò ðïõ ôçí åß÷å êïéíùíÞóåé ôçí ðñïçãïý-
ìåíç ÷ñïíéÜ, áðåß÷å ôñåéò ìÝñåò ìå ôá ðüäéá áð� üðïõ
ôçí âñÞêå!  Ðáñ� üëá áõôÜ ç Áãßá Ìáñßá ðåñðÜôçóå
üëï áõôü ôïí äñüìï, ìÝóá óå ìéá ìÝñá! Ðïéïò ï ëüãïò
ôçò éóôïñßáò áõôÞò; Áñ÷ßóáìå ìå ôï èÝìá ôçò ãëþóóáò
êáé ðüóï ãñÞãïñá åßìáóôå Ýôïéìïé íá êáôáäéêÜóïõìå
êÜðïéïí. Ìðïñåßôå íá öáíôáóôåßôå, ðùò áéóèÜíïíôáé
áõôïß ðïõ âñßóêïíôáé ðëÜé óôçí Áãßá Ìáñßá óôçí
Âáóéëåßá Ôùí Ïõñáíþí, áõôïß ðïõ ôçí êáôáäßêáóáí ùò
ðüñíç; Ìðïñåßôå íá öáíôáóèåßôå ðüóï ðñïóâåâëçìÝíïé
áéóèÜíïíôáé ïé ¢ãéïé ìå ôéò ýâñåéò áõôþí ðïõ öþíáæáí
óôïí ×ñéóôü, üôáí ôïí Óôáõñþíáíå «ÅÜí åßóáé ï ×ñéóôüò,
êáôÝâá áðü ôïí Óôáõñü óïõ.»

Óêåöèåßôå ðùò èá áéóèáíèïýìå êáé åìåßò, åÜí ìåôÜ
ôïí èÜíáôü ìáò âñïýìå êÜðïéïí ¢ãéïí ôïí ïðïßï åß÷áìå
êáôáêñßíåé êáé êáôáäéêÜóåé ìå ôçí ãëþóóá ìáò; Ôá ëüãéá
âãáßíïõí áðü ôï óôüìá ìáò ìå ôüóç åðéðïëáéüôçôá!
×ùñßò íá îÝñïõìå ôçí áëÞèåéá, ÷ùñßò íá ðñïóðáèïýìå
íá åîáêñéâþóïõìå ôçí ðñáãìáôéêüôçôá åßìáóôå
ðñüèõìïé íá êáôáêñßíïõìå êáé íá êáôáóôñÝøïõìå ôïí
óõíÜíèñùðï ìáò. Îå÷íÜìå ôï «ÁãáðÞóïìåí áëëÞëïõò»
ðïõ ìáò äéäÜóêåé ï Êýñéïò. Ï ¢ãéïò Âáóßëåéïò ëÝåé «Ï
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áêñïáôÞò åßíáé åî� ßóïõ Ýíï÷ïò üóïí áõôüò
ðïõ óõêïöáíôåß». Ï ¢ãéïò ÉùÜííçò ï
×ñõóüóôïìïò ëÝåé: «ÅÜí íçóôÝøåéò ôï
êñÝáò, ôï øÜñé, ôá ãáëáêôåñÜ, êáé ôá
ëáäåñÜ, êáé ôçí ÌåãÜëç ÐáñáóêåõÞ
êáôáêñßíåéò ôïí áäåëöü óïõ, åßíáé ðñïôé-
ìüôåñï íá ðåñéïñßóåéò ôï óôüìá óïõ þóôå
íá ìçí êáôáëýóåéò ôïí áäåëöü óïõ ðáñÜ
íá íçóôÝøåéò ôï êñÝáò êáé ôá õðüëïéðá.»

Äéüôé, ôï íá êáôáêñåïõñãåßò ôïí
áäåëöü óïõ ôçí ÌåãÜëç ÐáñáóêåõÞ åßíáé
÷åéñüôåñï áðü ôï íá ìçí íçóôÝøåéò.

Ôåëåéþíïíôáò óáò æçôþ íá óõãêåí-
ôñùèïýìå óôï èÝìá ôçò ãëþóóáò, ç ïðïßá
áðïäÝ÷åôáé ôï Óþìá êáé Áßìá ôïõ ×ñé-
óôïý, êáé èåùñåßôáé ç åßóïäïò óôçí øõ÷Þ
ìáò. Ç ãëþóóá ðïõ Ý÷åé ôçí äýíáìç íá
äïîÜæåé ôïí Èåü, áëëÜ êáé íá åîõøþóåé Þ
íá êáôáóôñÝøåé Ýíá ìéêñü ðáéäß áêüìç.
Ãéáôß õðïöÝñïõí ôüóá ðïëëÜ ðáéäéÜ
óÞìåñá åäþ óôçí ÁìåñéêÞ áðü Ýëëåéøç
êáëþí áñ÷þí êáé áõôïóåâáóìïý; ÌÞðùò
ïé ßäéïé ïé ãïíåßò ôïõò ôá ôóáêßæïõí ìå ôçí
ãëþóóá ôïõò, ÷ùñßò ðïôÝ íá ôïõò äåßîïõí
ëßãç áãÜðç, Þ èáëðùñÞ Þ ïýôå êáí ôá
áããßæïõí ðïôÝ; Ïé ¸ëëçíåò ëÝíå: «Ç
ãëþóóá êüêáëá äåí Ý÷åé, áëëÜ êüêáëá
ôóáêßæåé!» Ðüóç äýíáìç Ý÷åé áõôÞ ç
ãëþóóá áãáðçôïß ìïõ...

Èá óáò áöÞóù ìå Ýíá ðáñÜäåéãìá
ðïõ áíáöÝñïõí ïé ÃñáöÝò: Ï ÌùõóÞò
åß÷å íõìöåõèåß ìéá íÝá áðü ôçí Áéèéïðßá,

ç ïðïßá äåí Üñåóå ïýôå óôïí áäåëöü ôïõ,
ïýôå óôçí áäåëöÞ ôïõ.  Äåí ôçí åíÝêñéíáí,
äéüôé Þôáí îÝíç êáé äéáöïñåôéêÞ áðü
áõôïýò. Ç ÌõñéÜì êáé ï Ááñüí ôçí
îÝóêéæáí êõñéïëåêôéêÜ ìå ôá ëüãéá ôïõò.
ÎáöíéêÜ ìéá çìÝñá ç ÌõñéÜì Ýìåéíå
Üññùóôç áðü ëÝðñá, áðü êïñõöÞò ìÝ÷ñéò
ïíý÷ùí. ÔñÝ÷åé óôï ÌùõóÞ êáé ôïõ ëÝåé,
«Åóý ðïõ åßóáé ¢ãéïò ÌùõóÞ ìïõ, ðñïóåõ-
÷Þóïõ óôï Èåü íá ìå èåñáðåýóåé.» Ôçí
ñùôÜ ï ÌùõóÞò: «Ôé Ýêáíåò ÌõñéÜì, ôé
åßðåò;» Êáé áêïýãïíôáò ôçí åîïìïëüãçóÞ
ôçò, ôçò áðáíôÜ: «Åãþ óå óõã÷ùñþ, áëëÜ
ðñÝðåé íá ñùôÞóù ôïí Èåü áí èá óå
óõã÷ùñÞóåé.» Ãïíáôßæïíôáò ï ÌùõóÞò
ðñïóåõ÷Þèçêå, Ýêëáøå êáé ðáñáêÜëåóå
ôïí Èåü «Óõã÷þñçóå ôçí áäåëöÞ ìïõ äéüôé
çìÜñôçóå.» Êáé ëÝãåé ï Èåüò: «Èá ðáñá-
ìåßíåé ç áäåëöÞ óïõ ëåðñÞ ãéá ìéá
åâäïìÜäá, êáé ìåôÜ èá èåñáðåõèåß».

ÂëÝðïõìå ëïéðüí áãáðçôïß ìïõ
êáèáñÜ ôçí äýíáìç ôçò ãëþóóáò. Ç
êáêïÞèåéá ôçò ãëþóóáò ôçò ÌõñéÜì, ôçò
Ýöåñå ëÝðñá. Ç ÷ñéóôÞ üìùò ãëþóóá ôïõ
ÌùõóÞ, Ýöåñå ôçí èåñáðåßá, ôçí óùôç-
ñßá, êáé ôçí óõã÷þñçóç.

Ðþò íïìßæåôå ðñÝðåé íá ÷ñçóéìï-
ðïéïýìå ôçí ãëþóóá ìáò;

ÂÑÕÎÅËÅÓ.-  Óå óõíÝíôåõîç ðïõ
ðáñá÷þñçóå ï Ïéêïõìåíéêüò ÐáôñéÜñ-
÷çò Âáñèïëïìáßïò óôïí äçìïóéïãñÜöï
Fabien Deleclos ôçò åöçìåñßäáò Libre
Belgique ôïõ Âåëãßïõ, ï Ðáíáãéüôáôïò
åý÷åôáé íá óçìåéùèåß ðñüïäïò óôïí
ïéêïõìåíéêü äéÜëïãï áëëÜ èÝôåé ùò
ðñïûðüèåóç üôé ç ÊáèïëéêÞ Åêêëçóßá
ðñÝðåé íá äþóåé óôïõò Ïñèüäïîïõò ìéá
áðÜíôçóç êáé ìéá ëýóç éêáíïðïéçôéêÞ
ãéá ôçí Ïõíßá.

Óôçí ïëïóÝëéäç óõíÝíôåõîç ôïõ, ï
ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò áíáöÝñåôáé ìåôáîý Üëëùí
óôéò ó÷Ýóåéò ìåôáîý ôùí äýï Åêêëçóéþí
åðéóçìáßíïíôáò üôé áðü ôçí ðôþóç ôïõ
êïììïõíéóìïý ïé ó÷Ýóåéò ãåíéêÜ êáé ï
ïéêïõìåíéêüò äéÜëïãïò éäéáßôåñá äéÝñ-
÷åôáé êñßóç, êõñßùò ëüãù ôçò Ïõíßáò.
¼ìùò, ðñïóèÝôåé, ïé äýï ÅêêëçóéÝò
ðáñáìÝíïõí åõôõ÷þò óôáèåñÝò óôçí
åðéèõìßá êáé áðüöáóÞ ôïõò íá óõíå-
÷ßóïõí ôïí èåùñçôéêü äéÜëïãï êáé Ýôóé
íá îåðåñÜóïõí ôá åìðüäéá. ¼ìùò,
ðáñ� üëåò ôéò áìïéâáßåò åðéóêÝøåéò, ôçí
êáëÞ èÝëçóç ðïõ ãåíéêÜ åêäçëþíåôáé,
ôçí áðïöáóéóôéêüôçôá íá óõíå÷éóôåß ï
äéÜëïãïò êáé ôï ãåãïíüò üôé ðÝñáóáí
Þäç 17 ÷ñüíéá áðü ôüôå ðïõ Üñ÷éóå ï
èåùñçôéêüò äéÜëïãïò ìåôáîý ôùí äýï
Åêêëçóéþí, äçëþíåé üôé äåí õðÜñ÷åé
ïõóéáóôéêÞ ðñüïäïò êáé ðñïóèÝôåé
÷áñáêôçñéóôéêÜ: «Èá ôåëåéþóåé ç
äåýôåñç ÷éëéåôßá êáé äåí èá Ý÷ïõìå âñåé
ôçí åíüôçôÜ ìáò», áðïäßäïíôáò ôï
ãåãïíüò áõôü óôçí áðïîÝíùóç Äýóçò
êáé ÁíáôïëÞò ðïõ äéáñêåß åäþ êáé äÝêá
áéþíåò.

Óå åñþôçóç ðþò ìðïñïýí íá
ðñïóåããéóèïýí êáé íá åðéëõèïýí ôá
ðñïâëÞìáôá ôùí äýï Åêêëçóéþí, ï
Ïéêïõìåíéêüò ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò áðÜíôçóå
üôé èá ðñÝðåé ðñþôá íá ëõèåß ôï èÝìá

Áðáéóéüäïîïò ï Ïéê. ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò
ãéá ôçí Ýíùóç ôùí Åêêëçóéþí

ôçò Ïõíßáò êáé óôç óõíÝ÷åéá íá åîåôá-
óèïýí óõãêåêñéìÝíá óçìåßá ôñéâÞò,
üðùò ç ðñùôïêáèåäñßá ôïõ ðñïêá-
èçìÝíïõ ôçò Ñþìçò.

Ôüíéóå üôé ôï èÝìá ôçò åðßëõóçò
ôïõ ðñïâëÞìáôïò ôçò Ïõíßáò áðïôåëåß
ðñïûðüèåóç (ãéá äéÜëïãï) êáé üôé ç
ÊáèïëéêÞ Åêêëçóßá èá ðñÝðåé íá äþóåé
óôïõò Ïñèüäïîïõò ìéá áðÜíôçóç êáé
ìéá ëýóç éêáíïðïéçôéêÞ óôï èÝìá áðü
ôï 1989-1991 �üôáí óçìåéþèçêáí
óïâáñÝò óõãêñïýóåéò óôá äõôéêÜ ôçò
Ïõêñáíßáò, óôç Ñïõìáíßá, óôç Óëï-
âáêßá. Ðáñ� üëá áõôÜ, ðñüóèåóå, ïé
Ïñèüäïîïé Ý÷ïõí áêüìá ôçí åíôýðùóç
üôé ïé Ïõíßôåò êÜíïõí ðñïóçëõôéóìü
êáé üôé ç ÊáèïëéêÞ Åêêëçóßá áóêåß
åðåêôáôéêÞ ðïëéôéêÞ, óå óõíåñãáóßá ìå
Ðïëùíïýò éåñáðïóôüëïõò. Ï Ïéêïõ-
ìåíéêüò ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò êáôáããÝëëåé áêüìá
ïñéóìÝíåò ïìÜäåò ÷ñéóôéáíþí, ü÷é
Êáèïëéêþí, áðü ôéò ÇÐÁ, üôé èÝëïõí íá
êáôáêôÞóïõí ôïõò ðéóôïýò ìå ôá
äïëÜñéÜ ôïõò.

Óå ðáñáôÞñçóç ôïõ äçìïóéï-
ãñÜöïõ üôé, áíôßèåôá, ôï èÝìá ôçò
ðñùôïêáèåäñßáò äåí áðïôåëåß ðéá
èÝìá ôáìðïý ïýôå åìðüäéï áîåðÝ-
ñáóôï êáé üôé ï ÐÜðáò Ýêáíå óôï èÝìá
áõôü Ýíá óçìáíôéêü âÞìá, áðÜíôçóå:
«Åßíáé áëÞèåéá. Ôï áíáãíùñßæù êáé ôï
õðïãñáììßæù ìå èáõìáóìü. Ðñïôåß-
íïíôáò ï ßäéïò íá åîåôáóèåß áõôü ôï
èÝìá ôçò ðñùôïêáèåäñßáò, ï ÐÜðáò
åêäÞëùóå ìåãÜëç åéëéêñßíåéá êáé ðïëý
êïõñÜãéï. Åðßóçò áíáãíùñßæåé üôé áõôÞ
ç ðñùôïêáèåäñßá áðïôåëåß åìðüäéï ãéá
ôçí åíüôçôá, ßóùò ôï ðéï óçìáíôéêü. Ôï
ãåãïíüò üôé êÜëåóå èåïëüãïõò êáé Üëëåò
áñìüäéåò ãéá ôï èÝìá ðñïóùðéêüôçôåò
íá åîåôÜóïõí óå âÜèïò áõôü ôï èÝìá,
áðïôåëåß ãéá ìáò ìåãÜëç åíèÜññõíóç».

ÍÅÁ ÕÏÑÊÇ.� Ìå éäéáßôåñç êáôÜ-
íõîç êáé ëáìðñüôçôá ç Êïéíüôçôá ôçò
Ìåôáìüñöùóçò ôïõ ÓùôÞñïò óôçí
Êïñüíá ÍÝáò Õüñêçò ãéüñôáóå ôç ìíÞìç
ôïõ Èáõìáôïõñãïý Áãßïõ Íåêôáñßïõ
Ðåíôáðüëåùò ôïõ åí Áéãßíç. Óôï íáü,
âñßóêåôáé êáé É. Ðñïóêýíçìá ôïõ Áãßïõ
Íåêôáñßïõ, ôï ðñþôï óôôçí ðåñéï÷Þ ôçò
ÍÝáò Õüñêçó, ðïõ äçìéïõñãÞèçêå ðñï
Ýôïõò ìå ðñùôïâïõëßá ôïõ Ðáí. Áñ÷éìáí-
äñßôç ð. Êëåüðá Óôñïããýëç êáé ìå ôçí
õðïóôÞñéîç ôùí åõëáâþí ×ñéóôéáíþí
ôçò ðåñéï÷Þò. Óôï åéäéêÜ äéáìïñöùìÝíï
÷þñï öõëÜóóïíôáé óå áñãõñÞ èÞêç éåñÜ
ëåßøáíá ôïõ Áãßïõ.

Ôéò åïñôáóôéêÝò åêäçëþóåéò, óôéò 8
êáé 9 Íïåìâñßïõ, ôßìçóáí ìå ôçí ðáñïõ-
óßá ôïõò ïé åêðñüóùðïé ôïõ Óåâ. Áñ÷éåðé-
óêüðïõ ìáò, Èåïö. Åðßóêïðïò Ìåëüçò
ê. Öéëüèåïò êáé ï Áéä. ð. Ãåþñãéïò
ÐáóóéÜò, Ðñùôïóõãêåëåýùí. ÐáñÝ-
óôçóáí åðßóçò ïé Ðáíïó. Áñ÷éìáíäñßôåò
ê. Éåñüèåïò Ìáñêüðïõëïò, ê. Êýñéëëïò
Ìáñêüðïõëïò, ï Áéäåó. ð. ÄçìÞôñéïò
Áíôüêáò, ï Ãåí. Ðñüîåíïò ôçò ÅëëÜäïò ê.
×áñÜëáìðïò ÌÜíåóçò, ï Ðñüîåíïò ôçò
Êýðñïõ ê. Âáóßëåéïò Öéëßððïõ, ï Õðï-
ðñüîåíïò ôçò Êýðñïõ Äñ. ×ñÞóôïò
Ðáõëßäçò, ï ËéìåíÜñ÷çò ê. Ðåëïðßäáò
Áããåëüðïõëïò, ï ÄéåõèõíôÞò ôïõ Ãñá-
öåßïõ Ðáéäåßáò ôçò Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò Äñ.
Íéêüëáïò Êëáäüðïõëïò êáé ðïëõðëçèÝò

ÅêäÞëùóç ãéá ôïí Áãéï ÍåêôÜñéï
óôç Ìåôáìüñöùóç Êïñüíáò, ÍÕ

åêêëçóßáóìá.
ÅíôõðùóéáêÞ Þôáí ç ðñïóÝëåõóç

áðü ôç ÍÝá Õüñêç, ôç Âïóôþíç, ôçí
ÁôëÜíôá, ôç ÍÝá ÉåñóÝç, ôçí ÏõÜóéãêôïí,
ôçí Áõóôñáëßá, êáé áëëïý. ÓõãêéíçôéêÞ
õðÞñîå ç ðáñïõóßá ðïëëþí íÝùí, óôá
ðñüóùðá ôùí ïðïßùí ôéìÞèçêå ç GOYA
ôçò êïéíüôçôáò ôçò Êïñüíáò ìå ôï
âñáâåßï «¢ãéïò ÍåêôÜñéïò».

ÌåôÜ ôï ðÝñáò ôçò Èåßáò Ëåé-
ôïõñãßáò ðáñáôÝèçêå ðëïýóéï ãåýìá, ôá
Ýóïäá áðü ôï ïðïßï èá äéáôåèïýí ãéá ôçí
ïëïêëÞñùóç ôçò êáôáóêåõÞò ôïõ íÝïõ
ìáñìÜñéíïõ âõæáíôéíïý óïëÝá óôïí É.
Íáü ôçò Ìåôáìïñöþóåùò. ÓçìåéùôÝïí
üôé óôçí ÊïéíïôéêÞ áßèïõóá õðÞñîå
Ýêèåóç óðáíßùí öùôïãñáöéþí áðü ôç
æùÞ êáé ôç äñÜóç ôïõ Áãßïõ Íåêôáñßïõ.
Ôüóï óôïí Åóðåñéíü, üóï êáé óôç Èåßá
Ëåéôïõñãßá Ýøáëëå ï ÐñùôïøÜëôçò ê.
Ãåþñãéïò ÌðéëÜëçò ìå ôç ÷ïñùäßá ôïõ
êáé öïéôçôÝò áðü ôçí É. ÈåïëïãéêÞ Ó÷ïëÞ
ôïõ Ôéìßïõ Óôáõñïý Âïóôþíçò. ÁíÞêïõí
ðïëëÜ óõã÷áñçôÞñéá óôçí ôåëåôÜñ÷ç
ôùí åêäçëþóåùí ê. Áéêáôåñßíç ËïõêÜ-
ôïõ, ôçí Ðñüåäñï ôçò Öéëïðôþ÷ïõ ê.
×ñéóôßíá Ðüë êáé ôá ìÝëç ôçò Áäåë-
öüôçôáò êáé óå üëïõò üóïõò óõíÝâáëáí
óôçí Üñôéá ðáñïõóßáóç ôùí åêäç-
ëþóåùí. ¼ëïé åñãÜóôçêáí ìå íåáíéêü
ðáëìü êáé åíèïõóéáóìü, åìðåäþíïíôáò
ìÞíõìá åíüôçôïò êáé ðñïüäïõ.

ÍÅÁ ÕÏÑÊÇ - ÁÈÇÍÁ
ÊÁÔ� ÅÕÈÅÉÁÍ ÐÔÇÓÅÉÓ ×ÙÑÉÓ ÓÔÁÈÌÏ ÌÅ ÊÁÍÏÍÉÊÁ ÄÑÏÌÏËÏÃÉÁ ÅÈÍÉÊÏÕ ÌÅÔÁÖÏÑÅÁ

ÃÉÁ ÁÍÁ×ÙÑÇÓÅÉÓ  ÁÐÏ 1 ÍÏÅÌ. - 31 ÌÁÑÔÉÏÕ 1998
ÐÁÉÄÉÁ 2-11 ÅÔÙÍ ÐËÇÑÙÍÏÕÍ 25% ËÉÃÏÔÅÑÏ

319$
ÁÐËÇÓ ÄÉÁÄÑÏÌÇÓ

ÁÐÏ +Tax 529$
ÌÅÔ� ÅÐÉÓÔÑÏÖÇÓ

ÁÐÏ +Tax

ÅÉÄÉÊÅÓ ÔÉÌÅÓ ÊÁÉ ÁÐÏ ÁËËÅÓ ÐÏËÅÉÓ

$533 BOSTON
$582 WASHINGTON, BALTIMORE, PHILADELPHIA
$600 CHARLOTTEE, RALEIGH DURAHAM
$624 DALLAS, HOUSTON, CHICAGO
$634 CLEVELAND, FT. LAUDERDALE, TAMPA, MIAMI, ORLANDO

PITTSBURGH, DETROIT, CINCINNATI
$655 W. PALM BEACH, SALT LAKE CITY, MINNEAPOLIS,

NEW ORLEANS, DENVER
$674  LOS ANGELES, SEATTLE, SAN FRANCISCO

êüêáëá äåí Ý÷åé êáé êüêáëá ôóáêßæåé...

Ï ð. Ãåþñãéïò ÐáóóéÜò åßíáé
Ðñùôïóõãêåëåýùí ôçò É. Áñ÷éå-
ðéóêïðÞò ÁìåñéêÞò.

� óåë. 12

Ôï ðñïóêýíçìá ôïõ Áãßïõ Íåêôáñßïõ óôïí É. Íáü Ìåôáìïñöþóåùò ôïõ ÓùôÞñïò óôçí
Êïñþíá ÍÝáò Õüñêçò.      (öùô. Ìáñßá Ôüëéïõ)
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T
he presvytera of the Greek
Orthodox Archdiocese
shares a unique role among
the faithful, nothing short of
sharing the ministry be-

stowed upon their husbands, they hold a
unique ministry that is defined by their very
own personality.

The word Presvytera is a title bestowed
upon the wife of a Greek Orthodox priest.
Similar titles exist in other Orthodox reli-
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Reflections on the Role of the Presvytera

by Eleni Daniels

gions (such as khouri for Arabic Orthodox
and matushka for Russian Orthodox).

While the traditional role of the
presvytera has been to support her
husband�s ministry, more and more
presvyteres work outside the home. The
image of a woman who only works to
supplement the family income is not com-
pletely accurate. While they fully support
their husband�s work, presvyteres are dis-
covering their own identities and places of
service, even beyond the church. Just be-
cause a presvytera doesn�t teach Sunday
School doesn�t mean she is not serving the
Lord.

The presvytera of today has evolved and
is not restricted in pursuing or cultivating
her talents. There are presvyteres who, in
addition to being active in their church and
leading a Christian life, have successful ca-
reers, manage their own businesses, are ex-
ecutives in the corporate world, lawyers,
doctors and educators.

And, like all of us, presvyteres also ex-
perience problems in their life and especially
difficulties in fulfilling their role as a
presvytera. These difficulties may arise due
to becoming acclimated to a new parish, a
new schedule and the impact it may have
on her own family, or perhaps trying to es-
tablish an identity as the assistant presvytera
at a parish, and more. Presvyteres needed a
place a turn and share similar experiences
with their fellow sisters.

What began merely as a fellowship and
a support group has since developed into
the �National Sisterhood of Presvyteres�
(NSP). Established in 1982, the Sisterhood
consists of all the presvyteres of the Greek
Orthodox Archdiocese of America.

Its purpose is to promote the spirit of
Christian love among the presvyteres by giv-
ing them opportunities to get acquainted
with one another and offer support and un-
derstanding when and where it is needed.
This is accomplished with retreats, meet-
ings, social gatherings under a diocesan
level, the Clergy-Laity Congress and through
their quarterly newsletter. All of which aim
to help the presvyteres develop a unique
bond with one another. Presently, there are
over 600 presvyteres who are part of the
Sisterhood.

Saints Martha and Mary are the patron
saints of the NSP. They represent the two
aspects of womanhood that often conflict.
Not only were Martha and Mary the true
helpmates of their brother, but they also
personify the struggles of the presvytera as
she feels compelled to nurture and tend to
her own family and to others outside the
home, as did Martha.

Like Mary, though, the presvytera is also
called �to sit at the feet of the Master�
searching and praying for ways for the Grace
of God to enrich her spiritual intellect so that
she may seek salvation for herself, her fam-
ily and those the Lord has entrusted to her
husband, the priest.

There are a number of volunteer roles
a presvytera can partake in, such as, being a
supervisor of the Greek Sunday School, a
choir director, a church secretary, an active
participant in the youth program, a leader
of a Bible study, or even take an active love
for cooking and coordinate bake sales for

the parish.
Elected in 1996 for a 2-year term, the

president of the National Sisterhood of
Presvyteres, Margaret Orfanakos, said that
the role of the presvytera should be deter-
mined by each couple and added that �the
role of the presvytera can be as active or as
inactive as she feels appropriate.�

Presvytera Margaret sees it as a dual
ministry and recommends that both the
priest and the presvytera must agree on
what her role should be. �The Sisterhood
has, for the first time, developed an infor-
mational pamphlet to help the new
presvytera understand her role in the
church. For instance, if a seminarian is dat-
ing a young woman they should prepare
themselves for their new roles as priest and
presvytera,� explained presvytera Margaret.
�This pamphlet will provide some basic in-
formation, but will not
define the role be-
cause it varies from
person to person and
from parish to parish.
It will expose the
presvytera to some
thoughts on how to
lead a Christian life.�

Also, this pam-
phlet can serve as a re-
minder that the
presvytera is not alone
in her ministry. �She
might experience loneliness when she is
away from her family in a new community
and her husband is busy in the new par-
ish,� said Presvytera Margaret and added
that, �some have found the need to work to
help support the family and learn how to
handle the long schedule.�

In some cases, however, when a
presvytera is employed full-time job outside
the home, she finds her loyalties divided.
This is where the fellowship of the National
Sisterhood of Presvyteres can step in and
offer their support and perhaps share a simi-
lar experiences by fellow presvyteres.

�Whether as a presvytera, mother, a
professional, or a volunteer, we must real-
ize that our purpose in the world is to be
the salt and light to those around us. This is
what being a presvytera is all about,� said
presvytera Pauline Pavlakos.

Presvytera Pauline is a fine example of
someone who has taken her volunteer ef-
forts far beyond the call of duty. She is the
creator and editor of the NSP web site home
page which is located at: http://
ww2.goarch.org/goa/institutions/nsp.

Having recently moved from Syracuse,
NY where she was very active at St. Sophia
Greek Orthodox Church, she and her hus-

12345678901234567890123
12345678901234567890123
12345678901234567890123
12345678901234567890123
12345678901234567890123
12345678901234567890123
12345678901234567890123
12345678901234567890123
12345678901234567890123
12345678901234567890123
12345678901234567890123
12345678901234567890123
12345678901234567890123

FOR ADVERTISING IN THE
ORTHODOX OBSERVER

Please  Call
(212) 628-2590

or Fax
(212) 570-4005

band now serve at the Assumption Cathe-
dral in Denver. Presvytera Pauline is a con-
tributor to the Orthodox Ministry ACCESS,
and works as a consultant for web page de-
sign and maintenance, as well as keeping a
part-time job as electronic editor and desk-
top production editor for a sociological jour-
nal. She is the �Internet Team Leader� at the
Denver diocese while also serving on the
board of the National Sisterhood of
Presvyteres.

A mother of three children, presvytera
Pauline�s volunteer efforts also include the
role of Junior Girl Scout Leader, Bear Club
Leader and Tiger Cub Coordinator. She also
maintains four web sites. They are the Na-
tional Sisterhood of Presvyteres homepage;
Ionian Village, the Greek Orthodox
Archdiocesan Camp in Greece; the Denver
Diocese; Orthodox Mission in Albania; and

the American Socio-
logical Association �I
developed a web site
for the NSP because I
thought it would be a
great way to keep in
touch with other
presvyteres through-
out the country,� said
Presvytera Pauline.

There are many
presvyteres that have
unique talents. An ex-
ample of this are

Stacy Dorrance, Marika Brown and their sis-
ter, Chrysanthe Therianos. This trio has their
own singing group called �Eikona�. They sing
at retreats and youth rallies and have even
produced their own recordings on tapes and
CD�s.

Recently, the importance of the role and
the voice of the presvytera was recognized.
In addition to her role as presvytera and
national chairman of the St. John
Chrysostom Oratorical Festival, Presvytera
Margaret was asked to become a member
of the Archdiocesan Council, thus, calling
upon the Sisterhood to take an active role
in decision-making for church and family
affairs.

During the fall 1997 meeting of the
Archdiocesan Council, Presvytera Margaret,
president of the NSP, was also appointed to
become chairperson of the Clergy and
Clergy Family Committee, a committee that
will address the concerns and pressing
needs of clergy families.

This is a relatively new committee es-
tablished in 1996 whose mission is to evalu-
ate the spiritual, psychological and economic
support systems currently available to our
clergy and their families and to identify any
deficiencies and pursue solutions.

The three major areas that will be ad-
dressed by this committee are: marital, fam-
ily and parish related stress; financial plan-
ning; and continuing education. All these
areas encourage the establishment of good
communications and a peer support net-
work among priests and presvyteres.

The area of continuing education has
developed into its own committee and will
be involved in developing clergy skills in the
areas of: interpersonal communication and
counseling; parish administration;
teleturgics; homiletics; and parish program
development.

Presvytera Margaret informs us that the
Continuing Education Program would be
offered once a year in a centrally located
retreat or conference center, and that all
priests would be required to attend two of
these programs during a five year period.

Recently, for the first time, a number
of presvyteres took part in a collaborative
Clergy and Presvyteres Retreat on Novem-
ber 3-4 in Chicago, where His All Holiness
Patriarch Bartholomew addressed the spe-
cial gathering. This was an opportunity for
clergy and presvyteres to meet and com-
municate with the Patriarch while on his
historic visit to the U.S.

As for the organizational structure, The
National Board of Presvyteres is made up of
four officers and 12 diocesan representatives
(two of which represent the Archdiocesan
district, two of the Denver diocese and an-
other for the widowed presvyteres. The
National Board meets annually, whereas the
general membership convenes every two
years at the Clergy-Laity Congress.

The National Board met in Chicago in
1997 where one of the topics of discussion
was the pamphlet for new presvyteres,
which will be approved at the 1998 Clergy-
Laity Congress to be held in Orlando, Fla.
from July 4-9. �It is very nice to see that the
president of the NSP is invited to the plan-
ning stages of the Clergy-Laity Congress,�
said Presvytera Margaret.

Issues that the NSP hopes to address
at this year�s Congress include: widowed
presvyteres and how to become sensitive
to their concerns, young, new presvyteres
who are home with young children, how to
reach out to the assistant presvytera and help
her settle in her parish, and ways to reach
out to the retired presvyteres. �Overall, I
would like to see spiritual workshops that
will appeal to all these different age groups,�
added Presvytera Margaret.

Programs that the National Sisterhood
of Presvyteres support and help to maintain
include the Benevolent Fund and the Confi-
dential Assistance Program (CAP) of the
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America
and the relatively new Telephone Listening
Connection (TLC), a confidential listening
network that will �lend an ear� to someone
in need. In the near future, potential listen-
ers will be professionally pre-screened ac-
cording to procedures used in professional
social service agencies.

In addition to providing an ear, the role
of the presvytera can certainly encompass a
whole lot more.

�I was very shy and quiet. Fulfilling my
role as a presvytera was a way for me to
grow and develop talents I didn�t know I
had,� confided Presvytera Margaret. Ulti-
mately, the NSP hopes to inspire and help
young presvyteres develop their talents and
introduce them to many different opportu-
nities for volunteerism.

NATIONAL S ISTERHOOD OF PRESVYTERES

MEMBERS OF the National Board of the Sisterhood of Presvyteres     (D. Panagos photo)

�the role of the

presvytera can be as

active or as inactive as

she feels appropriate.�

Margaret Orfanakos
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Tell Me Father

By Fr. George Papaioannou

OPTIMAL AUTOMATICS
2717 W. LAWRENCE AVE. � CHICAGO, IL 60625
Tel. (773) 878-9666 � Fax (773) 878-0355

This is the second part of
the letter written by E.P. in
Washington, DC; the first part
dealt with the evil eye and the
answer was given in the previ-
ous issue.

Are We Supposed to Curse Anyone?
Can someone�s curse

stick?  Is God or the devil in-
volved in the harm of the per-
son who is being cursed?  Does
a priest have the right to place a
curse on someone who dis-

agrees with him?  And finally what does a
person whom thinks he is cursed do to free
himself from the curse?

E.P.
Washington

Both of these popular beliefs have simi-
lar characteristics: suffering caused by a pow-
erful spiritual force which is beyond the
sufferer�s control. In the case of the evil eye
the devil is believed to cause the harm; in the
case of the curse God delivers the punishment.

In the cursing, the wrath of God is in-

voked upon the individual or whole groups
and societies for the supposedly irreparable
harm and pain they have caused.

Cursing is as old as humanity. God
Himself expressed his wrath upon the ser-
pent who manipulated Eve to disobey God
and in turn she convinced Adam to eat from
the forbidden tree in the Garden of Eden:
�Because you have done this�, said the Lord
God to the serpent, �cursed are you above
all the wild animals; upon your belly you
shall eat all the days of your life.�  (Genesis
3:14)  But Adam and Eve also were cursed:
God said to Eve: �I will greatly multiply your
pain in childbearing; in pain you shall bring
forth your children, yet your desire shall be
for your husband, and he shall rule over
you�.  (Genesis 3:16)

And to Adam the Lord God said:  �Be-
cause you have listened to the voice of your
wife, and have eaten from the tree of which
I commanded you, you shall not eat of it,
cursed is the ground because of you; in toil
you shall eat of it all the days of your life.�
(Genesis 3:17)

All Christian faiths believe that this was
the greatest curse on humanity.   Orthodoxy
believes that the individual person is ab-
solved of this ancestral curse in holy bap-
tism. The belief in, and the practice of, curs-
ing are to be found in every society, ancient
and modern.

In Judaism the holy men known as
prophets placed the curse on individuals and
the whole nation. The wrath of God was
invoked as a punishment for turning away
from the ways of God. Jesus used the curse
once; not on humans but on a fig tree, which
he found without fruit.  (Matthew 21:19)

While on the Cross, Jesus gave us an
example of tolerance of those who harm us,
when he forgave those who crucified Him,
and those who jeered Him and cursed Him.
Cursing, therefore, should have no place in
the Christian Church and among the people
who believe in Jesus.

Unfortunately, however, things have not
worked out that way.  The Church, through
the ages, has reserved the right to curse those
who have worked against her saving mission
and individuals that have expressed heretic
ideas.  No curse, however, has proved to be
beneficial. In fact, in all cases the placing of
the curse has proven detrimental to both
those who are cursed and those who have
placed the curse. The most infamous is the
curse exchanged between the Orthodox East
and the Roman West in 1054.  The Church
of Christ has never recovered from that curse

which is believed to have harmed both parts
of Christianity.

In the 20th century the Greek Church
placed a curse on Eleftherios Venizelos, the
liberal leader who in 1916 endorsed a revo-
lution against the King.  In response, the Arch-
bishop of Athens Theokleitos surrounded by
eight bishops cursed in a public ceremony
the leader of the revolution.  According to an
ancient rite the Archbishop declared:
�Cursed be Eleftherios Venizelos who plot-
ted against the King and the country.�

The participants responded:  �Cursed
be he,� and cast a stone upon the cairn. The
curse against Venizelos contributed further
to the division of the country. The Greek
Orthodox Church in America suffered ir-
reparable damage. It took several decades
to reunite the people. Since then, the Church
has refrained from official cursing.

 The Fear of the Curse
Should you be concerned if someone

curses you openly or secretly?  The answer
is no, especially if you have meant no wrong
against the individual who curses you.  The
Church is concerned about the curse placed
by parents on their own children and makes
reference to that together with the curse
from a priest in the prayer book:  ��whether
they be under the ban of a priest, or the
curse of mother or father, forgive.�  (Ser-
vice of the Holy Unction)

The Curse from a Priest
The curse that most people fear is the

curse coming from a priest.  In the course
of my many years in the ministry I had many
people ask me the dreadful question:  �Fa-
ther, do you think the reason I am suffering
from this disease if because Father, (Peter),
cursed me because I gave him a hard time
when I served on the Board?�

A past president of a certain parish, who
was dying of cancer, spoke with certainty
that his calamity was the result of the pain
he had caused several of the priests who
had served in his parish. �I know, Father,
one of the priests, perhaps all of them have
cursed me.� I don�t know how true these
claims are.  Serving on parish councils,
Philoptochos boards, building fund and
other committees should be a blessing. All
priests are grateful for your assistance.

No one should hesitate to speak or vote
according to his conscience even if that
means that he will disappoint the priest. Most
priests understand that and will accept it.  But
there are people, believe it or not; who take
pleasure in making the life of a priest most
difficult and their ministry painful.

What should one do whom feels that
he/she is under the curse of parents or of a
priest?  The beginning of the absolution is
one�s heart.  If you have done something
you believe is the cause for a curse, repent
deeply in your heart and then go to your
priest.  He will hear your confession of re-
pentance, guide you in correcting the harm
you have caused and pray for the lifting of
the curse. You must remember, the harm
you caused originated in your heart, the
absolution begins in your contrived heart.

Does a priest have the right
to curse or threaten to curse?
Basing my answer on the teachings of

the Bible, I will say that a priest should never
curse or threaten to curse: Jesus did not
curse although he was cursed; the martyrs
died praying for the forgiveness of their tor-
mentors.  Even in the worst case of abuse
the priest should abide by the advice of St.
Paul to the Romans:  �Bless those who per-
secute you; bless and do not curse them�.
(Romans 12:14)  He continues, �Repay no
one evil for evil, but take thought for what
is noble for all.� (Roman 12:17)
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NEEDS 56 PICAS

m i s s i o n sm i s s i o n s
�To be or not to be?,� is the question

many small communities of Orthodox Chris-
tians must ask themselves. The parish of St.
Andrew, in Lubbock, Texas, is small, only
slightly over 65 adult members.

With parishes of this size and smaller
comes many blessings and many struggles.
One of the constant headaches is facing the
monthly financial report. These parishes,
scattered across this great country, can be
compared to a family on poverty wages.

Life in a Small Mission Parish

By Fr. John Hill

Once the priest is paid, the utility bills met
and the mortgage payment made, there re-
mains little for anything else.  And yet, with-
out outreach programs and publicity of some
type, such parishes can hardly expect to
grow in number and become strong self-
sustaining parishes.

Also, like a parish of any size, there are
always those nominal Orthodox, who man-
age only an occasional appearance.  These
same people feel that the financial support
of the parish should be left to those who
attend regularly. This is sad enough in larger
parishes. It is truly heartbreaking in small
parishes, where without the commitment
and financial support of everyone, the par-
ish suffers.

Yes, there are times when the support-
ers of these small parishes wish to cry out
as did Jeremiah, �Woe is me, would that I
were never born.�  But, there are also great
blessings that come with such a small and
struggling community.

The small core group of such a parish,
firmly committed and dedicated to their
faith, search endlessly for ways to reach
those who have little or no concern for the
life of the parish. They give generously.  They
attempt an endless number of fund-raising
activities, often without the financial base
or the manpower to make such attempts
successful. But each attempt produces
something important.

In the small community, each member
is vitally important in the life of the Church.
Yes, this is true even in the largest of
Churches, but it is not as clearly apparent
as it is in the small parish.  There is an inti-
macy in the small community,.a sense of
family that is not possible in larger groups.

The priest can know every active member
in a personal way.  He can always make time
for each of his parishioners. And they can
get to know their priest in a similar way.
The priest in the small parish looks forward
with great anticipation to another baptism,
or another confession.

Orthodoxy in America cannot afford to
ignore the small communities.

Recently, in our area,  two young men
have begun to drive 35 miles to learn about
Orthodoxy. They were Baptists, but began
to feel that Christianity was deeper and
richer than their denomination recognized.
They were considering visiting a Roman
Catholic Church, but one had read in a Bap-
tist publication how many Baptists were
becoming Orthodox.  They visited us at St.
Andrew and have been coming regularly
ever since. They are eager consumers of our
rich history and tradition.  Where will it lead?
Only God knows, but we are glad we were
here for them.  As awareness of our pre-
cious and ancient faith spreads, what will it
mean if no Orthodox worshiping commu-
nity exists within easy access?

Those of us here at St. Andrew truly
appreciate the support given to this parish
by the Orthodox Christian Mission Center
(OCMC). It has allowed us to have a full-
time priest assigned and to begin the pro-
cess of building a strong and self-sufficient
community of Orthodox believers. We are
committed to growing, and to witnessing
to Orthodoxy and its truths.

The breath of hope has come monthly
from the Orthodox Christian Mission Cen-
ter. The support we have received is allow-
ing us to proclaim our faith, the ancient faith,
the faith of our forefathers, the faith of Christ.

With such financial support more small
parishes crying out for a priest, small groups
willing to work hard to establish themselves,
but needing some financial assistance can
begin the process of becoming self-suffi-
cient.  It�s an investment in Orthodoxy not
just in West Texas, but in many isolated and
small communities in America, and around
the world. Proclaiming the true faith is worth
a little sacrifice from all of us.

Fr. Hill, formerly associate director of
the OCMC, is the first full-time priest as-
signed to the St. Andrew Greek Orthodox
parish.

For a second year in a row, Agape Can-
ister Program volunteers from across
America and Canada have outdone them-
selves, successfully breaking the previous
year�s record high of $93,000.

1997 closed with the biggest collection
ever � $94,524.

These Agape funds, which are collected
in Agape coin canisters located in hundreds
of business establishments and churches,
have helped spread financial support to 23
mission-based charity programs in a variety
of countries in 1997.

There are many needy families and
communities around the world who are
turning to the outreach efforts of the Ortho-
dox Church in their towns and villages for

Agape Canister Effort Exceeds Previous Record
vital assistance. Operated by the Orthodox
Christian Mission Center, in St. Augustine,
Fla., the Agape Canister Program is a non-
profit development program geared to help-
ing needy people.

Aid was sent to orphanages in Guate-
mala, Mexico, Madagascar and Ethiopia; to
schools in Haiti, Alaska, Tanzania, and the
Philippines; to clinics in Albania, Uganda,
and Kenya, and to many other projects.

Since its inception in 1988, $702,000 has
been raised. To participate in the Agape Can-
ister Program, contact the Agape Canister
Coordinator at the Orthodox Christian Mis-
sion Center. (OCMC, PO Box 4319, St. Au-
gustine, FL 32085; e-mail: ocmc@aug.com
Tel: 904 829-5132; Fax: 904 829-1635).

READ AND SPEAK GREEK

Order READ AND SPEAK GREEK for $95.00 plus $10 s&h and we will include a Greek font for
free. We accept VISA, MASTERCARD, AMERICAN EXPRESS, DISCOVER, CHECKS & MONEY ORDERS
Card # ____________________________ Expiration Date: _____/______
SEND TO: (Please put street and number.  We ship UPS)   q  Check Box free catalog
Name: ________________________________  Phone: _______________
Address:_____________________________________________________
City ___________________________ State________ Zip ______________
Your E-mail: ___________________________

�I never knew it would be so fun and easy to learn Greek�

If you like having your Greek teacher at home anytime you want, our CDROM Greek course is for you.  Learn the
COMPLETE GREEK LANGUAGE with our exciting WINDOWS multimedia CDROM.  Learn Pronunciation, Read-
ing, Vocabulary, (about 2000 words, phrases and sentences) Grammar and Sentence Generation with a fo-
cused  logical framework using hundreds of custom-made color pictures, human voice, multicolor text and
illustrated printouts. Our products are used by adults and children in schools and homes throughout the world.

COMPLETE GREEK LANGUAGE CDROM

by George Balanis PhD, MBA
and Toula Balanis AA � AnoTek, Inc.

WRITE TO: AnoTek  Tel: (310)450-5027   �  Fax: (310)450-0867
2349 Hill Street, Santa Monica, CA 90405 � Email: georgeb@anotek.com
Also avai lable in books i l lustrated with ful l  color pictures.

Details on Internet: http://www.anotek.com Þëéïò             öüñåìáÜëïãï                ðüëç

The Example of the Saints
The people we look up to in the long

history of the Church who best lived the
Orthodox faith -the saints- are also examples
of this outreach dimension of the Christian
Way. The New Testament book of Acts de-
scribes their mission efforts; monks brought
the Christian faith to pagan tribes through
their holy lives; Bishops organized and sup-

F A I T H
from page 9 ported missions at home and abroad; busi-

ness men and women conveyed the Chris-
tian message to cities even before official
missionaries arrived; even slaves introduced
the message of salvation to their fellow
slaves.

One of the greatest of missionaries put
it this way when he wrote to the Christians
in Corinth: �I became your father in Christ
Jesus through the gospel. I urge you, then,
be imitators of me� (1 Corinthians 4 : 16).

Truly, Faith Demands Mission!
SPECIAL OFFERS!
CALL for Church festivals,events
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P A R I S H  p r o f i l e

Community Serves Upper Part of Lower Peninsula

TRIO BEL CANTO
The One and Only !!

For 3 Generations the Finest in GREEK MUSIC
Continuous Music Ã All Occasions Ã Full Time Orchestra

(201 )  646-9613
(201 )  461-9426
(201)  224-7208

P.O.Box 565
Palisades Park, NJ 07650

ST. DEMETRIOS GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

Beeper:
(888)958-6570

MUSEUM
REPLICAS

SCULPTURE
BYZANTINE

ICONS & MOSAICS

J.Javits Center � Galeria Level
Museum Source section

Feb. 21-25, 1998� Booth #9836

Come See Us
at the

NY Gift Show

ALL ITEMS IMPORTED FROM GREECE

Learn Greek � Multimedia Series � Children � Adults

Alphabet � Numbers � Kokkinoskoufitsa

�  Aesop�s Myths � Hercules

Visual Lexicon � Greek 1 is FREE
Lily Technology, 23 Bedlow Avenue, RI 02840

http://members.aol.com/LilyGreek
(401) 849-3676

T. DEMETRIOS parish has a large
percentage of its membership
above the age of 45, but offers a

Name:
St. Demetrios
Greek Orthodox Church
Location:
Saginaw, Mich.
Size: About 155 families
Diocese: Detroit
Founded: 1937
Clergy: Fr. Mark Emroll

(Holy Cross �92)
Noteworthy:
Priest ministers to a wide area of
Michigan�s Lower Peninsula.

the first decade of this century and, by 1920,
there were nearly 75 young men in the com-
munity, according to a parish history.

As they eventually married and estab-
lished families, their spiritual needs became
evident.

The local AHEPA chapter was founded
in 1927 and played a key role in forming
the nucleus of the future parish.

The first formal organizational meeting
of the community took place in the upstairs
hall of the Vlassis Brothers Restaurant near
downtown Saginaw in 1931.

A corner of the hall was soon walled
off and served as the community�s first
chapel where visiting priests, usually from
Flint about 40 miles to the south, held ser-

vices once a month.
A Philoptochos chapter

formed in 1936, bringing the
community one step closer
to establishing a parish.

In December of the
following year, the AHEPA
president chaired a meet-
ing where members
voted to hire a full-time
priest. They also de-
cided to follow the
Archdiocese by-laws
and established two

three-day-a-week Greek schools, one in
Saginaw and the other in Bay City.

Fr. John Pappaleonidas was hired and
served the parish for nearly two years. He
was succeeded in November 1939 by Fr.
John Tsapatsiaris, who left after two months.
At the same time, the community purchased
the St. Paul Lutheran Church property, in-
cluding the parsonage and vacant lot, for
$7,500.

The parish asked Archbishop
Athenagoras  in early 1940 for a priest from
Greece, which prompted him to pay the
community a visit. A new priest, Fr. George
Stathis, arrived in April. He later brought his
family from Greece and served the parish
until 1949.

That same year, the practice of passing
out red eggs at Easter was introduced. The

church also was consecrated.
The community�s longest-serving

priest, Fr. Gregory Economou, arrived in
1951. He retired in 1976 and, now well
into his 90s, still takes part in parish life
along with Presbytera Alexandra.

The 1950s saw some big changes in
the parish. Dues went from $2 a year in
1952 to $30 by 1959 and women re-
ceived the right to hold office in 1957.

In mid-October of 1950, fire de-
stroyed the church, but the parish im-
mediately made plans to rebuild at the
same location while services temporarily
took place at a nearby Episcopal church.
The new building served the parish
through the 1960s.

Growing pains prompted the parish
in 1965 to buy the 20-acre site it now
occupies. Groundbreaking took place in
1969 and the first service in the new
church was held May 17, 1970.

Since then, St. Demetrios has expe-
rienced steady progress. The Greek fes-
tival was established in 1979,  the stew-
ardship system was adopted in 1981 and
the Hellenic Center was built in 1991.The
community elected its first woman presi-
dent, Soula Economou, in 1994.

Currently the parish offers many
programs and activities throughout the
year, including summer camp and sum-
mer Bible retreat, senior citizens pro-
grams and children�s activities.

The Sunday School has about 50 stu-
dents from pre-Kindergarten to 12th

grade.
�We try to meet the needs of every-

one in our community,� Fr. Mark said.
There is some outreach to the

greater community. Philoptochos mem-
bers assist at a soup kitchen on a monthly
basis and help raise money for a crippled
children and adult organization in Bay
City.

�We�re looking to do much, much
more,� said Fr. Mark. �We can never do
enough.�

�Compiled By Jim Golding

S
wide array of ministries and activities for
all ages that make it a very busy commu-
nity throughout the year.

Several of the members, who are
Greek immigrants are age 60 or older,
but there are many young families with
children who have moved to the area in
recent years, according to Fr. Mark, who
has served as pastor since 1995.

The parish�s immediate geographic
area takes in a triangular-
shaped region southwest of
Lake Huron�s Saginaw Bay
that includes Saginaw, Bay
City and Midland.

While most parish-
ioners live in Saginaw, Fr.
Mark also serves several
older members in small towns
further west and north where Greek
immigrants settled decades ago to start
businesses.

One such community is Gaylord
(population about 3,000), located about
130 miles north of Saginaw with three
Greek Orthodox families. Fr. Mark
travels there on a regular basis to hold
services. Another 10 families live in
Mt. Pleasant, about 50 miles to the west,
and a few live in other small communi-
ties of the region.

Most parishioners are employed in
the service industries, in education or
private business. Among the larger em-
ployers in this city of about 80,000 people
and 75 manufacturing plants are Dow
Chemical and General Motors.

Fr. Mark noted that a few parishio-
ners employed at Dow Chemical in some
cases are transient and remain in the
community only a few years before hav-
ing to transfer to another part of the com-
pany.

The first settlers from Greece started
out in the restaurant business and in other
small enterprises. They began arriving in

SAGINAW

Greek Language and Culture
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We accept VISA, MASTERCARD, PERSONAL CHECKS & MONEY ORDERS.
Card # ___________________________________________ Exp. date:___/ ____
SEND TO: (Street number, please. We ship UPS)      Check here for free catalogue   ¾
Name:______________________________________Phone:_________________
Address: __________________________________________________________
City:___________________________State:_____________Zip:_______________
WRITE TO: PAPALOIZOS PUBLICATIONS    Tel:(301) 593-0652
11720 Auth Lane, Silver Spring, MD.20902 Fax: (301) 681-3390
Also available Textbooks for Elementary School, grades 1-7, and auxiliary books.

BOOKS (Adult level) Price  Qty. Amount
Modern Greek, Part 1
Workbook for Modern Greek, part 1
Cassete tapes for part 1 (set of 8, in Album)
Modern Greek, Part II
Workbook  for Modern Greek, Part II
Cassette tapes for Part II (set of 6)
Grammar of Modern Greek, with workbook
333 Greek Verbs, fully conjugated, 400 pp.
Learning Greek through Conversation
Cassette tepes for Learning Greek (set of 8)
3400 Greek Words flash cards (spiral bound)
Basic Greek Conversation
Cassette tapes for Basic Greek (set of 6)

                       SUBTOTAL
Postage $4.00 first set, 0.25 each additional book

TOTAL

13.00
5.00

32.00
12.00
5.00

26.00
12.00
15.00
12.00
30.00
12.00
8.00

24.00

We have been teaching Americans Greek since 1957!

L e a r n  G r e e k  T h e  E a s y  W a y

KKKKKontos Fontos Fontos Fontos Fontos Foodsoodsoodsoodsoods  famous for its POCKETPOCKETPOCKETPOCKETPOCKET-LESS-LESS-LESS-LESS-LESS     PITPITPITPITPITAAAAA,
is proud to present its original products once again.

BOX 628, PATERSON, NJ 07544
 � Fax: (201) 278-7943

KONTOS FOODS, INC � EVRIPIDES KONTOS, President

F i l l o
K a t a i f i

Delicious, traditional products made

offered to Communities, Or-
ganizations, Church festi-
vals and all other functions.

SPECIAL DISCOUNTS

Courteous Service � WE SHIP EVERYWHERE in the US & CANADA

S p a n a k o p i t a
T y r o p i t a

with the highest quality ingredients

    (201) 278-2800

S e rv i n g  t h e  G re e k  C o m mu n i t y  o f  U S A  fo r  2 8  Ye a rs

GREECE
 EARLY BIRD $UPER DEAL$

Spring - Summer
Greek Easter

Agia Sophia

DISCOUNTS UP TO 35 %
3,4,7,10 Days Cruise Vacations

Greek Islands, Turkey,
Israel, Black Sea, Europe

Special Package Tours from $399
8-15 days: Athens, Greek Islands, Ho-
tels, Villas, tours,cruises, meals
Air only - Odyssey�s special groups
from all US Cities, from $699 r.t.

GREEK EASTER, May,June, July, August, Sept. from $799
Special offer to members and friends of all Greek churches;
AHEPANS; DAUGHTERS OF PENELOPE; MAIDS OF ATHENA; SONS OF PERICLES;
YOUNG ADULTS; MEMBERS OF ALL GREEK AMERICAN ORGANIZATIONS

BYZANTINE PILGRIMAGE TOURS TO PATRIARCHATE, CONSTANTINOPLE

GRAND HELLENIC CARIBBEAN - PANAMA CANAL CRUISES  from $ 999
November 1998 � January, February, 1999 � Greek Live Entertainment
APPLICATIONS OF TOURS/ CRUISES TO GREECE/ PATRIARCHATE OR TO THE CARIBBEAN

Please complete and fax or mail the application below to Odyssey Travel Center,
PO Box 30409, Bethesda, MD 20824-0409, and we will send you the brochure and special rates of

the tours. We are interested in receiving brochures and rates:
Name(s):________________________________________ Greek Island Cruises:______No. of Passengers:______
Address___________________________City/State______________________________________ Zip __________
Home Tel ______________________________ Work Tel___________________________Fax ________________
Greek Easter/Patriarchate, 1998_____ Classical Greece/Patriarchate, 1998 ______ Caribbean Cruise, 1998_______
Grand Hellenic Caribbean Cruise, Jan / Feb. 1999 _____ Odyssey Bargain Tours ____Group Leader-Organizer____
Signature _________________________________________________________  Date ______________________

for colorful brochure and reservations call the experts:
ODYSSEY TRAVEL CENTER, INC.

7735 Old Georgetown Road, Bethesda, Maryland 20814

Tel.: (301) 657-4647
Since 1970 In the Nation�s Capital The No. 1 Tour Operator to Greece

Fax: (301) 587-7988

His Eminence Archbishop Spyridon of
America joined the Greek Orthodox
Archdiocesan District Young League to cel-
ebrate the 11th annual New York Conference,
Jan. 16-19 in Stamford, Conn.

ARCHBISHOP SPYRIDON poses with young adults in a group photo during the GOYAL
weekend conference in mid-January.                       (Photo courtesy of Natalie Kulukundis)

Archbishop Spyridon Speaks at
Young Adult League Conference

By Despina Dinas

Many young adults from around the
country gathered at a breakfast in His
Eminence�s honor where he addressed the
youth of the Orthodox Church on the con-
ference theme � Temptation.

He urged the young adults to stand firm
in their beliefs for their Orthodox faith, val-
ues and tradition, and asked that they spread
the word of the true teaching of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ to others. As young
adults, His Eminence warned them of the
many temptations they face in their every
day lives and encourage them to resist the
evils of temptation through love in Christ
and their fellow man.

Immediately following his presentation,
His Eminence gave the young adults an op-
portunity to ask questions in an open forum
discussion. Their thirst for learning more
about their faith and their concerns on where

the Orthodox Church is headed in the next
millennium prompted the Archbishop to
spend more than three hours with them.

His Eminence addressed serious issues
of the Church and shared moments of laugh-
ter with his spiritual children throughout the
morning. Upon closing the forum discus-
sion, he cautioned the young adults to re-
member that Orthodoxy should not be
Americanized but rather the youth�s goals
as the �future� and �today� of the Church
should be to Orthodoxize America.

On Sunday morning, Jan. 18, His Emi-
nence celebrated Divine Liturgy with GOYAL
at Holy Trinity Church in New Rochelle
where a brunch was sponsored by the par-
ish in his honor.

The Archbishop expressed his deep
pride and admiration for the enthusiasm and
zeal of the Greek Orthodox young adults in
America. On Sunday evening, he joined the
group at their grand banquet at Church of
Our Savior in Rye, N.Y., where he was pre-
sented with a donation in his name to ben-
efit the scholarship fund for seminarians at
the Holy Cross Seminary in Boston.

Despina Dinas is New York GOYAL
coordinator.

YOUNG ADULTS

A day by day, city by city record of
His All Holiness� visit to the United
States from October 19 to Novem-
ber 17, 1997. Relive the excitement;
witness the momentous events; be
part of history!

A VIDEO RECORD OF THE HISTORIC VISIT

ALSO AVAILABLE ON INDIVIDUAL VIDEOS

Celebration of
Greek Education
& Young People
in Jamaica, NY

Georgetown
University

Honorary Degree
Ceremony

62 minutes -  $ 19.95

50 minutes -  $ 19.95

 CALL TOLL-FREE  1-800-888-6835
or write to G.O.Telecom, 8 East 79th Street, New York, NY 10021

Greek Orthodox Telecommunications (GOTELECOM) is the elec-
tronic media arm of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America

Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew in America

90 minutes -  $ 29.95

Congressional Gold Medal
Award Ceremony

Ecumenical  Doxology
Washington National Cathedral

90 minutes -  $ 29.95

30 minutes -  $ 19.95

FOR ORDERS, INFORMATION OR A FREE CATALOG

3 tapes -  $ 49.95

Southern Methodist Univ.
Honorary Degree Ceremony

NEW

ON VIDEO
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challengeYouth Ministry

ChallengeChallengeChallengeChallengeChallenge is the youth supplement
to the Orthodox Observer produced
by the Department of Youth & Young

Adult Ministries.
Articles reflect the opinion of the writers.
Write to the Office of Youth & Young

Adult Ministries, Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese of America

8 East 79th Street,
New York, New York  10021

Who�s Influencing Your Teens?
By Maria Karalekas

In 1960, the dominant influence on our
young people was their parents. Today, that
influence is the media � TV, movies, ra-
dio, advertising and magazines. Parents are
competing with a variety of mediums which
promote violence, profanity and sexual
immorality; teenagers are watching and lis-
tening to hours and hours of this each day.
Are we aware of what
our kids are watching
and listening to? How
is it affecting their
minds and what kind
of an impact is it hav-
ing on their souls?
These concerns
should move us to ex-
amine the media�s in-
fluence on our young
people. Not all media
is bad, and it is unre-
alistic to think that we
can altogether divert
our children�s atten-
tion from the media
but we can enable
them to critically think
about and filter the in-
formation which is
being passed through
the media and into
their minds.

Studies have shown that extensive tele-
vision viewing may be associated with �ag-
gressive behavior, precocious sexuality,
obesity, and the use of drugs or alcohol.�
Research also shows that almost 60 per-
cent of MTV music videos contain sex or
violence and that many of the songs are
nothing more than rock pornography. Rock
music is a powerful and universal language,
and its lyrics are saturated with profanity
and sexual innuendos which defy every
code of Christian behavior. Our young
people will, no doubt, continue to be influ-
enced by this music and other forms of
media, but it�s our job to help them learn
how to become more discerning regarding
the messages they are receiving.

Most of us would be angry if the gas

Did you know that producers spend
millions researching what you as a teen-
ager like, what you will listen to and what
you will watch?

All media have one purpose, namely,
to make money.  If you won�t buy the
movie ticket, they don�t make a profit.  If
you don�t watch their T.V. show, they can�t
sell the commercials.  If you don�t buy their
C.D., they don�t record the song.  Ulti-
mately, they have to catch your attention
by shocking you and pulling you in some-
how.  Some of the best ways to pull you in
are through sex, violence and a lot of other
outrageous happenings that many have
been convinced are normal.  These are their
standards.  What are yours?

 St. Basil the Great says, �You should
not surrender to these men once and for
all the rudders of your mind, as if of a ship,
and follow them whithersoever they lead;
rather, accepting from them only that which
is useful, you should know that which ought
to be overlooked.�  Thus, he is calling us
to be discerning.    Set your own standards
on what you will watch and listen to and
do not allow the media to feed your
thoughts and influence your actions accord-
ing to their criteria and beliefs.

DID YOU KNOW?

Believe it or not, Great Lent is just
around the corner. That means another
opportunity given to us by God to make a
U-turn in our lives. To focus on how we
can use the tools given to us by the church
such as fasting, prayer and confession, to
turn our lives around and come one step
closer to God. What does Lent mean to
you? What commitments are you making
and what goals are you setting to enable
you to come closer to Christ? Write to us
about your Lenten Journey and let us
know what it is you�re doing different dur-
ing this 40-day period. We�ll print as many
responses as we can in the next issue of
the Challenge.

What does Lent
mean to you?

As parents, you must strive to sow
seeds of faith into the hearts of your chil-
dren and help them to �grow in the grace
and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ.�(2 Peter 3:18)  This requires:

� prayer, constant vigilance and
an understanding of your childrens� envi-
ronment.

� knowing what your children are
watching on television and at the movies
and being selective regarding their view-
ing habits.  Censor programs that are not
spiritually beneficial and help them to see
the real consequences of what they�re
watching; the media very often does a good
job of avoiding realistic consequences in

It�s a new year!  A time for reflection
and goal-setting.  Have you made any reso-
lutions for your youth ministry? Here are
some suggestions:

Resolve to spend more time praying
for each young person in your youth group

Resolve to find new ways to involve
young people in the life of the church as a
whole.

Resolve to give young people the same
respect you want them to give you.

Resolve to help young people realize
their talents and the precious potential for
good that God has placed in each one of
them.

Resolve to invest in your personal
spiritual growth by going to church each
Sunday and receiving Holy Communion
regularly.

Resolve to remember that every young
person you come in contact with matters
to God and so must matter to you.

Resolve to read a chapter, a verse or
even one sentence from your Bible each
day.

Resolve to teach your young people
about Christ more by your example than
by your words.

Resolve to trust God more and your
own self less.

Resolve to smile more and rejoice in
each new day offered to you by God!

defenseless in the midst of a medium which
feeds on their vulnerability and innocense.

If we feel that we or our children are
in any way far removed from these events
or can never be a part of the statistics, we
might do well to think again while reflect-
ing on the words of our Lord Jesus Christ
who said, �Let the little children come to
Me, and do not hinder them; for of such is
the kingdom of heaven.� (Matt. 19:14)

If we remain oblivious to the negative
influences of the media and do not offer
our children an alternative, then we are
hindering them from entering the Kingdom
of Heaven. We must all work together;
parents, teachers, priests and youth work-
ers, to ensure that the names of our chil-
dren are inscribed into the book of eternal
life. If we do not deem this a priority, then
we will all one day stand in judgement,
before our Creator, and we will be asked
to give an account of our negligence re-
garding the spiritual growth of our children.

Let us then resolve to be warriors for
our children.  Let us defend their innocence
and let us struggle to instill virtue in their
hearts. Let us teach them to be discerning
so that they may learn to guard the purity
of their minds, their bodies, and their souls.
This then is our task: to educate both our-
selves and our children in godliness, oth-
erwise what answer will we have before
Christ�s judgment seat?

Think for a minute about how you make up your mind.  Listed below
are several values.  In the box above each value, pick one of the catego-
ries from the right that best describes which you follow most in making
up your mind.

What are the results and what does it say about your values and
beliefs?

Who Makes Up Your Mind For You?

attendant pumped inferior oil into our car�s
gas tank; we all value our cars. Should we
not take an interest or be concerned about
what is being poured into the eternal souls
of our children? The affect of today�s me-
dia on the lives of our children can be det-
rimental and very often fatal. If this sounds
extreme, consider the following:

From cyberspace to MTV, violence, sex
and self-gratification is celebrated and glo-

rified. A psychologist points
out that �children are being
exposed to violence at a
younger age than ever, long
before they have the ability to
properly assimilate it and put
it into perspective.� So, should
we be stunned when a 16-year
old enters a high school with
a hunting rifle and opens fire?
And why are we shocked at the
ever-increasing rate of drug
use and pregnancies prevalent
among our young people. If
media is the number one in-
fluence on the lives of our chil-
dren, isn�t it safe to assume
that it is also a big contributor
to these frightening incidents?
I believe it is. That coupled
with the absence of a Christ-
centered home environment
leaves our children naked and

What Can ParentS  Do?
order to appeal to their audience.

� asking your kids about the music
they�re listening to and questioning them
regarding the message given by the lyrics.
Do the lyrics promote moral attitudes and
virtuous conduct or do they advocate harm-
ful and immoral behavior?  Challenge them
to question their music and to consider how
it affects their thoughts and their attitudes.

Take a Bible Break!

�Let no one despise your
youth, but be an example to the
believers in word, in conduct,
in love, in spirit, in faith, in pu-
rity.� (1 Tim. 4:12)

RELATIONAL YOUTH MINISTRY

A Time to Reflect,
A Time to Resolve.
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A R O U N D  T H E  U S A

CLEVELAND � The sixth annual Mis-
sion Walk by the Orthodox Christians of
Greater Cleveland raised more than $5,500
for the Orthodox Christian Mission Center,
according to information by Des Dandalides.

Sts. Constantine and Helen Cathedral
hosted the event which drew about 80 walk-
ers from nine Orthodox parishes, and one
each from Presbyterian, Baptist, and Catho-

CARDIFF-BY-THE-SEA, Calif. � Sts.
Constantine and Helen Church recently won
recognition for its Byzantine-style mosaics
at an annual architectural awards event in
San Diego County.

According to information from T. Peter
Limber, former member of the Archdiocesan
Council and a parishioner of Sts. Constantine
and Helen, the church won an �Orchid� in
the category of Fine Arts at the 22nd annual
�Orchids and Onions� salute. The event is
sponsored by several architectural and pro-
fessional design organizations in recognition
of those facilities that are considered as add-
ing or detracting from the prestige of the
city of San Diego and its suburbs.

It is a prestigious award to be given an
�Orchid� for excellence  and a frank criti-
cism to receive an �Onion.�

The San Diego Union Tribune newspa-
per quoted the selection jury�s comments
about the mosaics as being �spiritually in-
spiring, no matter what your religion� and
�breathtaking masterpieces of fine art.�

The mosaics of the Pantocrator,
apostles and saints were created by Bottega
Versiliese of Pietrasanta, Italy, under the di-
rection of Bruno Salvatori, a world-recog-
nized master of Byzantine mosaics.

Sts. Constantine and Helen has also
achieved another milestone with the recent
�thyranoixia� (door-opening) ceremony for
its new edifice, Mr. Limber reported.

Among the participants were Metro-
politan Anthony, assisted by Fr. Theodore
Phillips, pastor, and Frs. John Kariotakis of

San Diego-Area Church Wins Award
St. Spyridon Church in San Diego, Velmir
Petakovich of the Serbian Orthodox Diocese
of Los Angeles, and Milorad Dobrota of St.
Petka Orthodox Church of San Marcos, and
other clergy.

An estimated 1,200 parishioners and
other well-wishers observed the ceremony.

The memorable spiritual event was the
climax of an 18-year journey of its founders
which began in January 1979, when Arch-
bishop Iakovos authorized Fr. Phillips to or-
ganize a new parish in North San Diego
County after approving a petition by 88 char-
ter members.

In March 1980, with the determined and
generous support of the founding families,
aided by the proceeds of the first Greek fes-
tival, a down payment was made on an
atactive but unimproved lot located in Cardiff.

By February 1982, permits were ob-
tained to proceed with the first phase for 30
housing units for senior citizens of the com-
munity, and a clubhouse that would serve
as an interim sanctuary. The clubhouse/
church was completed in September 1983
with a capacity for 175 worshipers.

The second phase, the two-story senior
housing village was completed in 1990 and
third phase reached completion last year.

During the luncheon that followed the
ceremony, the Metropolitan elevated Fr.
Phillips to the office of Protopresbyter and
declared that he would nominate Con-
stantine Pappas, the president of the church
since its inception, as an Archon of the Ecu-
menical Patriarchate.

Cleveland Mission Walk Raises $6,000

VICTORVILLE, Calif. � An Eastern Or-
thodox monastery is being  organized in the
high-desert region of Southern California by
Father Seraphim (Aghioupalamites), a Greek
Orthodox monk of 16 years, tonsured at St.
Gregory Palamas Monastery, Perrysville, Ohio.

A call is being made to all Orthodox
monastics interested in relocating and par-
ticipating in the establishment of the St. John
of San Francisco Monastery of the Desert.

Fr. Seraphim envisions a cenobitic, pan-
Orthodox monastery initially with quarters
for monks and eventually build facilities for
Orthodox nuns. Efforts are currently under-
way to obtain bishop sponsorship.

Already backing by a lay support group
consisting of Orthodox faithful from sur-
rounding desert communities, the monas-

California Monastery Invites Novices
tery is assured of financial assistance until it
can become self-sufficient.

The monastery will be situated in a
desert setting conducive to both quiet re-
flection and peaceful meditation, yet near
surrounding small community for spiritual
service.

This large desert region, approximately
100 miles northeast of Los Angeles, offers a
dry climate with four seasons. Currently, no
other Eastern Orthodox monastery exists in
an area populated with Orthodox of Greek,
Ukrainian, Lebanese, Syrian, Russian, Arme-
nian and Rumanian descent.

For further information, contact Fr.
Seraphim at (760) 962-1193 or write him at
15458 Bear Valley Road, # 8, Victorville, CA
92392. Fax: (760) 247-6877.

lic churches. The walk raised the money in
support of the Albanian mission and the
�Support a Mission Priest� programs of the
OCMC in St. Augustine, Fla.

Among the 80 walkers were 13 college
students and three priests (Father Stephen,
Paul Patitsas, and Stephen Jula).

 The Philoptochos served lunch, which
was donated by several businesses.

DO YOU LIKE THE ORTHODOX OBSERVER?
HAVE YOU SOMETHING TO SUGGEST?
SEND US A FEW LINES...

!         Fax:(212) 570-4005

e -mail : observer@goarch.org

       8 East 79th Street

New York, NY 10021

224 pages OF GREEK MUSIC & VIDEO

TEL: (718) 932-8400
(800) GREEK 22

G R E E K  V I D E O
R E C O R D S  &  TA P E S
25-50 31st STREET � ASTORIA
NY 11102 � FAX: (718) 932-4911

When in New York, visit our
Greek Music & Video Super-
store, with over 6000 sq ft of
displays, with every CD, Cas-
sette or video in the market
and the lowest prices.

Included in the catalog:
Ü Teleftees Epitihies - All the latest releases of

major Greek singers.
Ü All time favorites - An expanded, 50 page

section with all the songs we love to listen
Ü Children�s Books, and Videos
Ü Alphabetical listings of all Greek

Music & Video
Ü New Video Releases - Dance Videos
NEW RELEASES - Demotika - Nisiotika - Horeftika
- Kritika - Rebetika - Zeibekika - Hasapika -
Tsiftetelia - Instrumental - Pontiaka - Pedika -
Sholika - Palia tragoudia - Classical music -
Soundtracks - Archaea and Byzantine

ALL OF GREEK MUSIC
& VIDEO IN ONE CATALOG

FREE UPON
REQUEST

1998 GENERAL CATALOG

We supply Greek CD�s, cassettes
and videos in consignment to
Churches for their annual festivals,
at very low, special prices. Plealse
call us for more details.

AT UNBELIEVABLY LOW - LOW
FANTASTIC PRICES

IMPORTER/Wholesaler
CALL FOR  FREE BROCHURE

(800) 362-4912�(610) 352-2748
Fax: (610) 352-3085

Largest selection of Icons available
LOWEST PRICES GUARANTEED

The Most Beautiful Gift
in the World

Pure 950o Silver Icons
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Since 1976 the Greek youth of the San
Francisco Diocese have immersed them-
selves in their religion, heritage and culture
over a long weekend in February. Since year
two this has taken place during the extended
President�s Day holiday.

The sponsor of the event is the Greek
Orthodox Diocese of San Francisco. Metro-
politan Anthony has given unstinting guid-
ance, love and support to this ministry of
his Church. Naturally, the Metropolitan�s
goals and those of FDF (the Folk Dance Fes-
tival) could not have been achieved without
his tireless mentoring and wide ranging,
constructive guidance.

For 21 years the vehicle for all this ca-
maraderie has been dance competition. And
now, for the past two years, the event has
included the youth choral competition.

Interestingly, many of the participants
are also in the folk dance groups. Perhaps
some day a Youth Choral Festival will rival
the FDF in size and scope. For now, how-
ever, it is an integral part of the FDF.

The vision giving rise to all this activity
was one man�s dream. Peter Preovolos was
youth director at St. Spyridon Greek Ortho-
dox Church in San Diego when he was
searching for ways to foster participation of
young people in the Orthodox faith.

When Peter proposed a dance compe-
tition with the youth from other parishes,
there were those who told him competition
would not work. How wrong they were.

FDF became the charter project for the
newly formed Junior Parish Council (JPC),
another concept advanced by Mr. Preovolos.

FDF has proven to be a growing phe-

Folk Dance Festival Takes Place This Month
nomenon. In 1976, 39 dancers in five teams
from four parishes danced in San Diego in
the church hall. This year 80 to 100 groups
with perhaps 1,500 dancers are expected.

A major problem now is finding an ad-
equate venue, with several hundred rooms,
banquet facilities for over 2,000 and sizable
conference halls for competition and night-
time activities.

The rationale for all the hectic week-
end activity and the long preparation is to
involve youth more fully in their Church. To
this end, young people develop leadership
either as dance directors or in FDF manage-
ment positions. They plan and run most fes-
tivals, create a theme and format, provide
each evening�s entertainment and glendi,
run the double round of competition and
administer a $350,000 budget. Skills devel-
oped frequently are applied as adults in busi-
ness and in other parish activities.

Much research in the areas of Greek
dance, music, costumes and folk arts add
to the experience. The participants become
immersed in their heritage in a manner that
almost certainly could not be duplicated in
any other way.

Family values are evident in the large
attendance of parents, grandparents and
other family members. Dancers form friend-
ships with others from distant parishes. Of-
ten these meetings, which otherwise would
not have occurred, result in lifelong attach-
ments or marriages within the Church.

Is the FDF mainstream? The frequent
guest folklorists or dance researchers from
Greece have returned home as boosters for
the accomplishments and concepts of FDF.

CHICAGO � Hellenic Letters and Cul-
ture in all aspects - Language, Literature,
Education, Culture and Mass Media Com-
munications, was celebrated the last week
of January.

The observance was marked with spe-
cial programs under the auspices of the
Greek Orthodox Diocese of Chicago. Pro-
grams were also sponsored by the parochial
Greek schools to commemorate the Feast
Day of the Three Hierarchs and to empha-
size the impact of Hellenic Letters and Edu-
cation to Western Civilization.

This annual celebration pays tribute not
only to the founders of the Hellenic Letters,
but also to all those who have contributed
to their development in our community with
all possible ways and means - teaching, writ-
ing, journalism, mass-media, and other
forms of dissemination of the spirit and es-
sence of Hellenic language and culture.

Central theme of these observances
was the importance of teaching the modern
Greek language, literature and culture. Spe-
cial emphasis shall be given to the contri-
butions of Hellenism to the concept of
�paedeia� and to Hellenic Letters.

Greek schools developed various aca-
demic programs to emphasize the impor-
tance of Greek Paideia in America, and to
show that it is the duty of Greek Americans
to maintain Greek culture in this country
which has so much gained in culture en-
richment from Greek heritage.

The special general program of Hellenic
Letters 1998 began with a memorial service
to the memory of the deceased teachers,
radio and TV announcers, journalist, authors

Hellenic Letters Week Held in Chicago
and intellectuals of the Chicago area. This
memorial together with a lecture were held
at St. George Church on Sunday, January
25, with Metropolitan Iakovos officiating and
Fr. Vagias assisting. Immediately following
was a luncheon and Greek school program
at the community hall under the direction
of Principal Julia Patrianakos.

On Thursday, Jan. 29, the Great Ves-
pers of the Three Hierarchs was held at Sts.
Constantine and Helen Church, Palos Hills,
with Metropolitan Iakovos officiating and Fr.
Byron Papanikolaou and area clergy assist-
ing. Professor John Anton of the University
of South Florida, Tampa, delivered the hom-
ily and a program by Koraes Day School fol-
lowed with Principal Mrs. B. Kourassis.

On Friday, Jan. 30, Feast Day of the
Three Hierarchs, there was a Divine Liturgy
at Holy Trinity Church, in Chicago with
Metropolitan Iakovos and Rev. George
Kaloudis assisting. A lecture by Prof. John
Anton and program by  the Socrates Day
School followed under the direction of Prin-
cipal Mr. Smith, assisted by G. Fafalios and
Stav. Sellountou.

A special symposium was held on Sat-
urday, Jan. 31, in cooperation with the Hel-
lenic Cultural Organization of Chicago and
the Committee on Theano Margaris Com-
petition 1997 at the Politistiki Estia, east of
Cicero at Peterson. The topic was �Greek-
American Literature and Culture� featuring
interesting lectures and themes.

The celebration ended Sunday, Feb. 1,
at St. Demetrios Church, Chicago, with a
Hierarchical Divine Liturgy and Artoclasia for
the Greek school teachers.

newsDIOCESE
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EMPLOYMENT

C L A S S I F I E D  A D S

MOVING? NOT RECEIVING?

If you are moving, please attach
your old label here ò

A N D
Ask your parish to forward your name and new

address to the Observer in order for you to continue
receiving the newspaper

I F
you move but your new home is located in the district
of the same parish, then list your new address below:

Mail this coupon to the �Orthodox Observer�
8 East 79th Street, New York, NY 10021

NAME___________________________________________
ADDRESS______________________________________
CITY___________________STATE ________ZIP_______

VERY IMPORTANT

LEGAL SERVICES REAL ESTATE/BUSNS MUSICIANS

Dr. Kimon A. Legakis
Athens University Law SchoolUMaster of Law, Hervard Law School

Doctor of Law, Greece
UCertificate of International Law, Hague Academy of Int�l Law

L e g a l  C o n s u l t a n t
O F F I C E S

209 Garth Road

Scarsdale, N.Y. 10583

   & (914) 725-4717(914) 725-4717(914) 725-4717(914) 725-4717(914) 725-4717
Fax: (914) 725-4936

14 Nikitaras Street
Athens 106 78, Greece

& (011-301) 383-3340
& (011-302) 992-7111

Fax: (011-301)382-0838

With emphasis on: Settlement of Inheritance, Taxes, Disputed
Properties, Civil, International Family and Business Law in Greece

PERICLES REAL ESTATE
In N.Y. Foreclosures, Resale,

Commercial, Land.
We Are Your CONNECTION To GREECE!

 BUYING or SELLING
We Are THERE For You!
(914) 561-6681

GEORGE KENT�GREEK�AMERICAN�INTERNATIONAL
ORCHESTRA & ENTERTAINMENT

EXPOSÉ REQUESTED! �BOOK EARL�BOOK EARL�BOOK EARL�BOOK EARL�BOOK EARLY FOR 10% REBY FOR 10% REBY FOR 10% REBY FOR 10% REBY FOR 10% REBAAAAATE!�TE!�TE!�TE!�TE!�

CALL KENT 1-914-476-3020
or write: 118 Bolmer Ave., N.Yonkers, NY 10703-1637
Send for stereo cassette albums �Zorba� or �Athena� $11.00 for one, $20 for both to address above.

ONLY TRUST YOUR SOCIAL TO A PROVEN NAME GROUP OF FULL TIME PRO-
FESSIONAL MUSICIANS ENTERTAINERS, AT AFFORDABLE PRICES, WHO�S
ONLY BUSINESS IS MUSIC. PERFORMING AUTHENTIC GREEK MUSIC OF ALL
REGIONS, COLONIES OF GREECE. FEATURING THE �PRIME VOICE OF
GREECE...�  THE CLARINO & BOUZOUKI PLUS VOCALS. BEWARE! OF GREEK
BANDS PROMISING AMERICAN MUSIC, THEN PLAYING TAPES!  ALL OUR
MUSIC IS PERFORMED �LIVE�...OUR AMERICAN SOUNDS PURE AMERICAN,
WITH NO ACCENT!

ÅËËÇÍÉÊÏ ÔÕÐÏÃÑÁÖÅÉÏ

40-12 Ditmars Blvd., Astoria, NY 11105
Tel.: (718) 545-2323
Fax: (718) 545-2366

ÕÐÅÕÈÕÍÏÔÇÔÁ

& ÓÙÓÔÅÓ ÔÉÌÅÓ

Ëåõêþìáôá ãéá
óõëëüãïõò êáé

êïéíüôçôåò

LETTERHEADS   ¦ LOGOS   ¦ ENVELOPES   ¦ BUSINESS CARDS
JOURNALS   ¦ MAGAZINES    ¦ BOOKS     ¦ BOOKLETS   ¦ WEDDING
INVITATIONS    ¦ SIGNS    ¦ BANNERS    ¦ COMPUTER GRAPHICS
¦ PAPER SIGNS    ¦ COLOR BROCHURES    ¦ MENUS       ¦ ADS

FOR SALE
Ðùëïýíôáé 18 óôñÝììáôá, ïéêï-
äïìÞóéìá, 200 ìÝôñá áðü ôç
èÜëáóóá. Åíôüò Ïéêéóìïý. Ðåñé-
öÝñåéá ÅËÉÊÁ ËÁÊÙÍÉÁÓ.
Áðïôáíèåßôå: Åõèõìßá Ìáñá-
âÝëéáò. ÁèÞíá 8 am - 10pm Call:
  011-301-970-1735 or 976-7719

KENTRIKON-NOUFARO
23-33 31 St.

Astoria, NY 11105
Wedding and Christen-
ing items, Favors, Marti-
rika, Vaptistika, Ecclesi-
astical items.
We ship anywhere!
(718) 721-9190(718) 721-9190(718) 721-9190(718) 721-9190(718) 721-9190

The Wedding Belle
(410) 563-0999
3825 Eastern Avenue

Baltimore, Maryland 21224
Original favors for all occasions
Martirika, Wedding Crowns &
Decorated Candles, Coufetta,

Unique Stephana Cases
WE SHIP ANYWHERE

WEDDINGS

CALL: 1-800-421-0639 or 713/626-0808
FAX: 713/626-3019

E-mail: 73344,334 @compuserve.com

U.S IMMIGRATION
VISAS AND CITIZENSHIP

James D. Prappas*

Attorney and Councelor at Law
3555 Timmons Lane, Suite 1450

Houston, Texas 77027

*Board certified Immigration and Nationality Law
Texas Board of Legal Specialization

36 West 44th Street � Suite 1300,
New York, NY 10036

U.S. IMMIGRATION � TAXATION
BUSINESS LAW

INTERNATIONAL TRANSACTIONS
WILLS & ESTATES

Dr. ARES D. AXIOTIS
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW

Tel.: (212) 840-3422 or (203) 255-3312

MEMBER OF N.Y. AND CT BARS

ÄÉÄÁÊÔÙÑ ÐÁÍ/ÌÉÏÕ OXFORD, ENGLAND
Ô. ËÅÊÔÙÑ ÍÏÌÏËÏÃÉÁÓ ÐÁÍ/ÌÉÏÕ CAMBRIDGE, ENGLAND

INTERNET: http://www.vali.com � Email:Music@vali.com

Featuring

Gus Vali
&

Gabriel

KOSTAS TASLIS QUARTETKOSTAS TASLIS QUARTETKOSTAS TASLIS QUARTETKOSTAS TASLIS QUARTETKOSTAS TASLIS QUARTET
Greek and American Music

Klarino - Bouzoukee etc.
Featuring Katerina - Vocalist

PMT TO: Omikron Record Co.
               P.O.Box 913
              47 Bacon Str. Winchester, MA 01890

Call Kostas (781)729-2643
___ #CDs @15.00 (Add $3.00 ea. s & h)
___ #CASSETTES @ $10.00 (Add $3.00 ea. s&h)
TOTAL DUE: $ _____ (  )Check  ( ) M.O.

ORDERORDERORDERORDERORDER
OUR NEWESTOUR NEWESTOUR NEWESTOUR NEWESTOUR NEWEST

RELEASERELEASERELEASERELEASERELEASE
SE THEMAME
SE THEMAME
SE THEMAME
SE THEMAME
SE THEMAME

& & & & & GREEK MAKARENA
GREEK MAKARENA
GREEK MAKARENA
GREEK MAKARENA
GREEK MAKARENA

Leading CharLeading CharLeading CharLeading CharLeading Charterterterterter
and Tand Tand Tand Tand Tour Operour Operour Operour Operour Operaaaaatortortortortor

D I M I T R I O S  P A N A G O S
PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO

Web page:http://www.panagos.com

Å WEDDINGS Å BAPTISMS Å PORTRAITS Å NEWS Å PASSPORTS

111 Broadway (Rt. 107), Hicksville, N.Y. 11801

(516) 931-2333

NOBODY CAN BEAT OUR PRICES
MAIN OFFICE: 55E. 59th Street, New York, NY 10022
Tel.: (212) 753-1100 Toll Free: (800) 223-5570

TRANSLATIONS

PROF. SERVICES

MISCELLANEOUS

Tel.:201.768.9100

STEFANA
Artistically designed and

handmade utilizing:
leather, flowers, pearl

beads, crystal-like
flowers and silk flowers

Custom framing available

HandcrHandcrHandcrHandcrHandcraftedaftedaftedaftedafted
HeirHeirHeirHeirHeirloomsloomsloomsloomslooms

TTTTTel.& fel.& fel.& fel.& fel.& fax (781) 862-8435ax (781) 862-8435ax (781) 862-8435ax (781) 862-8435ax (781) 862-8435
Free catalog available

We Ship Anywhere

CAPE SOUNION AREA
Rare large hilltop parcel, 11 plus
stremata, overlooking sea and
valley. Thirty minutes from Ath-
ens airport, in area of year
round and vacation villas. Firm
price $375,000 (US). Subject to
increase. For serious inquiries
only! Call:(207) 282-1197

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL INVESTMENTS
LARGE AND SMALL RESTAURANTS

CALL YOUR SOUTH FLORIDA CONNECTION
G R E E K  S P O K E N  F L U E N T L Y

THOMAS DELIS Realtor Associate
954/568-0082 days 954/781-0140 evenings

HUBERT & WEST, INC. Realtors
2000 E. Oakland Park Blvd., Suite 203, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33306

+  THE PLANNER 1997-1998 +
The Orthodox Daily Organizer & Calendar

Theme: �The Holy Wisdom of GOD�
Use THE PLANNER to keep track of your work or school

schedules, personal appointments, church activities and much more...

� Bible readings, saints� feasts, holy days,
   national holidays noted each day
� An organized clear calendar week on a 2-page format
� Monthly calendar for quick reference
� Fast periods visually marked with graphics
� Weekly inspirational passages
� Patriarch BARTHOLOMEW�s itinerary dates
� Web site information

ORDER NOW!

Name:__________________________________

Address:________________________________

City:_______________State:______Zip:_______

Send me _____ copies at $5.00 each, plus $1.00 for s & h
8 East 79th St, New York, NY 10021

(212)570-3500 � (212)861-2183 - FAX
*Send your check or money order to: Office of Youth & Young

Adult Ministries Greek  Orthodox Archdiocese of America

�

FOR YOUR ADS:

Tel: (212) 628-2590

Fax:(212) 570-4005

This Box is one column
by 1 1/2 inches
and costs $75.

WANTED IN FLORIDA
St. Petersburg: LIVE-IN companion/housekeeper, fluent
in Greek & English needed for mentally alert YIAYIA;
room & board plus salary in lovely small private home;
REFERENCES required; elder-care experience desir-
able; please call (813) 898-3755

DIOCESE OF DETROIT YOUTH DIRECTOR
Educational and Administrative Responsibilities:
� Participate in and encourage Archdiocesan and Diocesan pro-
grams as requested by Diocese of Detroit Bishop � Coordinate
and train Local and Parish Youth Workers � Schedule and di-
rect youth retreats, athletic and educational events � Oversee
Diocese of Detroit YAL Board and appoint YAL representatives
� Guide Annual Diocese YAL Conference and Lenten Retreat
� Attend National Youth Directors Workshops and Meetings
� Promote Diocesan and Parish Youth programs (GOYA, JOY,
YAL, Sunday School, Summer Camps, Scouts, etc.)
For Qualifications and further information , contact Fr.
Anastasios Bourantas at the National Youth Office (212) 570-
3561,  8-10 East 79th Street, New York, NY 10021

SUMMER CAMP DIRECTOR POSITION
The Detroit Diocese Summer Camp, located in Rose City, Michi-
gan, is searching for a full-time Director for the summer of 1998
and beyond.  Position is paid and requires a minimum 5-week
commitment in July & August.  Ideal candidate will be over 25
years old, with a Bachelors Degree and minimum 2 years camp
leadership experience.  Great opportunity for educators!  Pre-
ferred candidates will be from Detroit Diocese, but search is open.
Interested individuals should call Dean Niforos, Staffing Commit-
tee, at (248) 353-2722 (evenings before 10:00 pm EST).

Classified Ads
rate is $50.00 per col-
umn inch. This Box is
one column by one
inch and costs $50.
ALL ADS ARE PRE-PAID

codeF020598

cdFS?020598

Speros G. Coutsoubinas
Court Translator and interpreter

ALL LEGAL DOCUMENTS, CERTIFICATES, LETTERS, etc.
Greek, English, French & Albanian

PLEASE CALL: (212) 740-2052, (212) 923-4245 or
WRITE: 180 Cabrini Blvd., # 49, NYC 10033
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PRISON MINISTRY

DANBURY, Conn. � A senior chaplain
at a correction facility once said to me, �You
only have two Orthodox inmates here, why
don�t you let me minister to them?�

I asked an inmate who had recently ar-
rived at a correctional facility how long he
had to serve? His reply was 20 years to life!

The mother of a man I visit regularly
said to me, �I hope I live long enough to see
my son released from prison.�

Once I was visiting a husband and wife
who were in prison, each at a different facil-
ity. The woman�s mother was taking care
of their children, ages 1 and 6. One week-
end the children would visit their mother in
prison, the other weekend their father.

Bringing the Love of Christ to
Those Most Needing It

Fr. Nicholas Lassios

There are over 1.4 million men and
women in prison in the United States. They
have violated the civil law of the land, ar-
rested, found guilty, sentenced and are now
serving time in prison. For every inmate in
prison there are five other people on the
outside who are intimately involved in his
or her incarceration.

We do not have many Orthodox people
in prison, however, each one of them is very
important to us. They are away from their
families, relatives and friends. In most cases
the family has financial difficulties when the
breadwinner is serving time in prison. Many
inmates need criminal lawyers to help them
which is a tremendous financial burden.
Families have sold their homes just to pay
the lawyers and meet the monthly living
expenses.

Inmates, on the other hand, encounter
problems within the prison; harassment, ho-
mosexuality, gangs, racial tensions and the
disciplinary actions of the prison system.

The Holy Cross Prison Ministry tries to
bring the Love of Christ to the men and
women who are in prison. In life, whether
within the walls of a prison or in the secular
business world outside a prison, man has
difficulty understanding himself unless
Christ is at the center of his life.

The Love of Christ is learning the teach-
ings of our Savior and experiencing them

through our association with our fellow man
in our every day life. It has been proven time
and time again that until an inmate finds
Jesus and has Jesus become the center of
his life he is lost and has no purpose in life.
All kinds of tragedies can result.

However, once a person finds Christ
and picks up his cross and follows Him, life
takes on a meaningful dimension and en-
ables him to meet difficult everyday circum-
stances and overcome the obstacles and
problems. Nick the Greek Pirovolos came
to the United States from Chios when he
was 10 years old. He spent many difficult
years in prison and is a perfect example of
someone who was down and out, found
God and became a new man. In time he
was released from prison and went to pris-
ons preaching Jesus Christ to the men. He
subsequently wrote a book titled �Too Mean
to Die� by Nick the Greek.

Chuck Colson, a man involved with the
Watergate scandal subsequently found
Christ, turned himself around and started
Prison Fellowship, an international organi-
zation lending support to inmates and their
families. Woodrow Collins, Jr. an inmate at
a correction facility found Christ the second
time he came to prison and has not left
Christ since. He has a regular column in the
Holy Cross Prison Ministry Newsletter.

Holy Cross Prison Ministry, founded in
1986, presently ministers to men in over 23
facilities in New York State and Connecti-
cut. Over seven priests and 12 lay volun-
teers support the missions goal to bring the
Love of Christ to the men and women who
are incarcerated. This is accomplished
through monthly visitations, liturgical ser-
vices, counseling, educational program lead-
ing to certificate in Orthodox Christian Min-
istry, support to the families of the inmates,
the monthly newsletter and distribution of
books, icons, crosses and other religious
articles to the inmates.

Subsequent articles will discuss the
above and the on-going experience of the
Holy Cross Prison Ministry.

Address questions pertaining to the
HCPM to : Fr. Nicholas Lassios,Holy Cross
Prison Ministry, PO Box 4681; Danbury, CT
06813-4681

M A R K O S  travel
serviceDAILY DEPARTURES

with

V NON-STOP FLIGHTS ON JUMBO747
V EASY CONNECTIONS from anywhere in the U.S.A.
at UNBELIEVABLE LOW RATES!

289$

Call Markos Travel Now!
NATIONWIDE TOLL FREE

800-243-7728
CONNECTICUT RESIDENTS

800-842-8260

644 SILAS DEAN HWY.
WETHERSFIELD, CT 06109

449$

*

*
One Way áðü

Round trip

OTHER FLIGHTS

*A Limited
Number of Seats

Owner:
Markos

Hatzikonstantis

...BOOK NOW
AND SAVE!

METAXA

THE NATIONAL AIRLINE OF GREECE
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Littered streets, empty lots, broken
buildings and drug infested corners have
become a hackneyed image of the inner
city and for many, the reality where chil-
dren and their parents live and breathe ev-
ery day.

In the community of East Harlem, at
least for some, there is a window of op-
portunity to escape the hardship and build
towards a better future.

CHILDREN�S STOREFRONT STUDENTS in Greece during Summer 1997. From left, David
Mitchell, Ola Aiyedun, Awan Coram, Shavar Sapp, Beau Patterson, Erik Jones, Elizabeth
Ryan, and Lale Westvind with (l. rear) the then Greek Minister of Education, the US
Ambassador to Greece, Foundation for Hellenic Culture representatives, Greek
Undersecretary of State and Eighth Grade Teacher Penny Owen. (Bros. Anagnastopuli & Co. photo)

ANCIENT GREEK CLASS students pose with their teacher (far right), Scott Giampetruzzi,
following the day�s session.               (Orthodox Observer photo)

CLASS IN SESSION. Today�s topic: �Who was Dikaiopoles?�          (Orthodox Observer photo)

OUTSIDE THE CHILDREN�S STOREFRONT with (l. to r.)
Latin and Ancient Greek teacher Scott Giampetruzzi,
Ancient Greek student Evelyn Stevens and Head-
master Ned O�Gorman.    (Orthodox Observer photo)

By Eleni Daniels

Along 129th Street, between Madison
and Park Avenues, lies an oasis of hope and
knowledge for the poor, underprivileged
youths living in the heart of this wasteland:
a classical education. Bursting with colors
of red, yellow and blue, this gem of a block
clearly stands out from all others.

For the past 31 years, this block has
been established as an integral part of the

Harlem community. The reason for this is
the bright colorful gem known as the
Children�s Storefront, a private, tuition-free
independent school for mostly black and
Hispanic students.

The school was founded in 1966 by
Ned O�Gorman, a poet. His dream was to
develop a school that encompassed an at-
mosphere of security, caring, and confi-
dence-building for the children who often
come from neglected families and carry
with them learning disabilities.

Today, as headmaster of the school,
O�Gorman continues to build on this foun-
dation and mission of the school: to pro-
vide inner-city children with a structured,
healing, safe environment in which to learn.

�Coming to Harlem was a challenge,�
said O�Gorman. �I came here, dug in my
heels, and started to work with the com-
munity.�

On a typical Thursday afternoon,
through its uplifting blue and yellow hall-
ways you can hear students speaking words
which emanate from the time of our Hel-
lenic ancestors. For an hour each week the
students revisit the time and life of Homer

and his fellow compatriots They learn the
Ancient Greek alphabet, conjugate verbs and
read from stories like �Who is Dikaiopoles?�.

�It�s fun to learn a different language.
But it�s hard because it�s a totally different
alphabet,� said Ancient Greek student,
Evelyn Stevens. In a class of as many as 12
students, Evelyn, 13, is the oldest in the
class and Salim Westvind, 8, the youngest.
Regardless of age, they all share the same
passion for Greece.

Graduate student Scott Giampetruzzi is
the new teacher for Latin and Ancient Greek.
He  teaches this year�s class and strongly feels
the Ancient Greek class is going very well.

The introduction of the Ancient Greek
language program is one of the more recent
additions to the school�s curriculum. The
pilot program began in Spring 1997 with a
group of eleven students (sixth, seventh
and eighth graders), who met once a week
for 1 hour.

�For the Greek class, I chose the top
students,� said O�Gorman �They were all
black male students except for one female
student who was of Dano-Turkish back-
ground.�

then to Hydra, Delphi and Olympia. Their
last day in Greece was spent in Athens,
swimming, meeting the U.S. Ambassador
to Greece, and having dinner outdoors at a
local taverna.

�My favorite place was Delphi. It was
fun to climb the mountains,� said Beau
Patterson, 11, as his face lit up with fond
memories of the summer. Beau actually
expected to see Greece as it was in the
ancient times, a vast agricultural landscape.
But was he mistaken.

�I love Greece. It�s great- the people,
the mountains. I wish I never left,� added
Patterson.

The Storefront has gone through many
transformations, beginning as a small pro-
gram for neighborhood children to a pre-
school program in 1976. In 1981, the school
began its official expansion into an elemen-
tary school by opening a first grade (each
subsequent year, one grade was added). In
1994, the New York State Association of In-
dependent Schools (NYSAIS) granted the
Storefront full accreditation, following a year-
long evaluation period. And in 1997, the
school enrolled 148 students - preschool
through 8th grade, 30 former students are
currently in good high schools around the
city, five on full scholarship in private board-
ing schools, and 9 in college.

The school is
supported entirely
by private donors,
foundation and
corporate spon-
sors. No public
money is ac-
cepted. For
O�Gorman, super-
vising the fund-
raising of over $1
million a year for
operating costs is
no easy task - but
one that he man-
ages well.

In one of the
classrooms, on an
8x12 piece of con-

struction paper (one of many inspiring
notes), one reads:

Where are you in the world?
Where do you want to be?
How will you get there?
The future happens EVERYWHERE,
but it starts HERE AND NOW.

That is the Children�s Storefront, a safe
haven, reaching-out and healing the at-risk
children of the Harlem community. A small
world which may, in the long run, have
major impact in the lives it touches.

i n  t h e  I n n e r  C i t y

Ancient

o f   S p e c i a l   I n t e r e s t

But why teach ancient Greek in
Harlem? O�Gorman says it has brought to
life the rich culture of ancient Greece and
fostered interest in the study of foreign lan-
guages, bridging the gap between the child
and other people
and places.

The relatively
new program is
funded by the
Foundation for
Hellenic Culture.
Headmaster O�
Gorman ap-
proached the
American branch
of the Foundation
almost three years
ago, with a pro-
posal for a classi-
cal Greek studies
class at the
school. The pro-
posal was quickly
embraced by Peter Pappas, director of the
New York City branch and was approved
to fund the cost of the instructor.

The Foundation for Hellenic Culture
with Greece�s Olympic Airlines subse-
quently funded a 10-day trip to Greece last
July for eight of the students in the class,
another idea proposed by O�Gorman - the
culmination of a year�s study of Ancient
Greek. A similar trip to Greece is planned
for this summer.

The trip consisted of site-hopping to
the antiquities and monuments of Athens,

Greek LettersGreek Letters
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