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See REVENUE RECORD on page 3

For the third straight year, a new high
was set in revenues received in support of
the National Ministries of the Greek Ortho-
dox Archdiocese.

The Department of Stewardship Min-
istries reported revenue of approximately
$8.871 million for the year 1998, shattering
the old record set just a year ago by approxi-
mately $400,000.

�We were on a record pace through-
out 1998,� stated the Director of Steward-
ship Ministries, Father J. Gabriel Karambis.
�We have so much to be thankful for. The
churches have come a long way in their
understanding of stewardship and the Gos-
pel message,� he said.

When asked to what he attributes this
enormous success, Father Gabriel an-
swered, �First the individual parishes across
the entire nation have really grown in their
understanding of church ministries and their
obligations; my office which really works
well as a team, then most dioceses have
worked diligently with our office. This com-
mitment to communication and cooperation
with all parties developed into the contin-
ued success these past two years.�

Fr. Gabriel went on to explain that, �All
the parishes have over the last two years
come to know that we are always willing to
work with them. When they call upon us,
the work at our desks becomes temporarily
invisible. We listen patiently, and we attempt
to understand fully the nature and problems
of each parish when necessary we advise
and return then to there respective diocese.
We try to have a more complete picture of
what is ailing a particular church, and we
respond with whatever assistance we can
offer them. Sometimes this assistance takes
the form of materials, or visits from local
diocese stewardship committee members,
sometimes simple suggestions, sometimes
a promise to work out their Total Commit-
ment numbers to their benefit, and at all
times are dedication to help. Their response
has been in an extremely positive manner.�

In recent months, it was reported that
some parishes wanted to withhold their sup-
port (monies) from the Archdiocese. �It has
had a minimal effect, as so it should, thank
God,� stated Fr. Gabriel.

In addition, he added, �Most churches
understand that if there is a problem, the
way to go about resolving it does not lie in
going against the mission and ministries of
the Church. Everything that we do in our
Stewardship Department is our ongoing ef-
fort to support the National Ministries and
has its roots in the Early Church and the
Gospel of Jesus Christ. I�m reminded by my
staff that the revenue we receive is not a
form of tribute paid to the Archdiocese as it
was to ancient Rome by the provinces. The
revenues we receive go directly in support
of Hellenic College/Holy Cross School of
Theology, the departments of Religious and
Greek Education, Youth and YAL Ministries,
St. Basil Academy, the local dioceses, and
the many other ministries. To hold the min-
istries and people who serve these minis-
tries of the church captive because of some
personal grudges is going directly against
the teachings of our Lord and Savior. It was
reported that three churches attempted to

Stewardship Ministry
Smashes Revenue Record

Historic Meeting at the Ecumenical Patriarchate

Archbishop Spyridon announced three
major developments in the life of the Church
at a Jan. 8 press conference at Archdiocese
headquarters.

�For the third straight year, a new high
was set in revenues received in support of
the National Ministries of the Archdiocese,�
His Eminence told a large gathering of Greek
and American journalists.

According to information from the De-
partment of Stewardship and National
Ministries(related story page ?), parishes
contributed $8.87 million in 1998, surpass-
ing the previous year�s record total by
$400,000.

His Eminence had special praise for the
Very Rev. Gabriel Karambis, executive di-
rector of National Ministries and his staff.
�They continue to build on the firm founda-
tions that they inherited from the ministry
of my revered predecessor, Archbishop
Iakovos, and they exemplify the very best in
commitment to the Archdiocese.�

Leadership 100
Archbishop Spyridon also announced

Archbishop Announces New Developments at Press Conference

the transfer of the Church�s Leadership 100
endowment fund to the new Archbishop
Iakovos Leadership 100 Endowment Fund
Incorporated, a separate ancillary corpora-
tion of the Archdiocese.

The fund, established in 1984, has
grown to $40 million. Under its operating

rules, at least 85 percent of the Fund�s an-
nual revenues will be used to promote the
National Ministries and institutions of the
Church.

His Eminence thanked the Fund chair-
man, George Kokalis, Michael Jaharis, the
trustees and executive committee for their
commitment and efforts to create and sus-
tain Leadership 100.

Halki initiative
In an effort to renew efforts to bring

about the re-opening of the revered Theo-
logical School of Halki, the Archbishop an-
nounced the formation of an independent
foundation to advance the cause of Halki�s
re-opening.

�Now is the time to engage the re-
sources that lie within our great American
society to come to the forefront on behalf
of the cause of Halki,� said His Eminence.

�We need to bring this righteous and
just cause to the attention of the political,

See PRESS CONFERENCE page 2

See HISTORIC MEETING page 2

NEW YORK � In a meeting described
by his All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew as �historic,� His All Holiness
and the Holy and Sacred Synod of the Ecu-
menical Patriarchate of Constantinople re-
ceived His Eminence Archbishop Spyridon
and the Metropolitans of the Holy Eparchial
Synod at the Phanar on Tuesday, January
12, 1999. The results of the meeting gave
unmistakable and clear evidence of the unity
and solidarity of the Archdiocese.

Already, His Eminence Archbishop
Spyridon is preparing to call a meeting of
the Eparchial Synod before the end of this
month in order to initiate the process for
the election of Diocesan Bishops to fill the
three vacant Dioceses of New Jersey, At-
lanta, and Detroit. This process, which in-
volves consultation with the Archdiocesan
Council, nominations by the Eparchial Synod
for each Diocese and ultimately election to
the Sees by the Holy and Sacred Synod of
the Ecumenical Patriarchate is expected to
be completed expeditiously in the near fu-
ture. The precise date for the upcoming
Synod Meeting will be announced as soon
as it has been confirmed.

At the Phanar, on Monday evening, His
Eminence Archbishop Spyridon and the
Members of the Eparchial Synod were
guests of the Ecumenical Patriarchate at a
dinner, hosted by His Eminence Metropoli-
tan Cyrillos of Seleucia and His Excellency
Metropolitan Chrysostomos of Myra.

The working session with the Holy and
Sacred Synod began promptly on Tuesday
morning at 10:00 a.m. and continued until
3:00 in the afternoon with one brief recess.

The Office of the Chief Secretary of the
Holy and Sacred Synod of the Ecumenical
Patriarchate issued the following com-
muniqué shortly after the conclusion of the
meeting and the assembled Hierarchs of
both Synods had retired for a luncheon and
refreshments with His All Holiness Ecumeni-
cal Patriarch Bartholomew.

(A translation of the communiqué
from the original Greek)

�On January 12, 1999, the Holy and

Sacred Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarch-
ate gathered at the Phanar, in the Patriar-
chal compound, and received into a coop-
erative working session the Holy Eparchial
Synod of the Holy Archdiocese of America,
under the presidency of its chairman, His
Eminence Archbishop Spyridon of America.

In the course of their meeting, the cir-
cumstances of this Eparchy of the Ecumeni-
cal Throne were thoroughly examined, and
after a mutual exchange of commentary, it
was unanimously decided that the synodi-
cal institutional structure in America be re-
vitalized, and that all affairs continue to work
in accordance with the established ordi-
nances of the sacred canons, the Charter of
the Archdiocese and the Uniform Parish and
Special Regulations; above all, doing every-
thing with mutual love and honor, with a
mind toward the service of the plenitude of
the Archdiocese, for the good of the Church
and unto the glory of God.

It was further decided that the vacan-
cies in the three Dioceses be speedily filled
with Eparchial Bishops, and that there be an
acceleration of the review process of the
Charter of the Holy Archdiocese.�

Commenting on the outcome of the
meeting, His Eminence Archbishop Spyridon
issued the following statement:

�I am first and foremost grateful to His
All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartho-
lomew and the Most Reverend Members of
the Holy and Sacred Synod for their invita-
tion to come to the Sacred Center of our
Faith, and for their loving and diligent care
for the Holy Archdiocese of America.  I also
want to thank my brother bishops, the Most
Reverend Metropolitans of the Eparchial
Synod, for their cooperative and Christian
spirit, exemplified in our meeting today.

Together, under the wise guidance of

ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH Bartholomew and Archbishop Spyridon of America surrounded
by members of the Holy and Sacred Synod of the Patriarchate and hierarchs of the
Eparchial Synod, right after their meeting.            (D. Panagos photo)
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religious  and academic community in a new
and invigorated way. We need to engage our
own Orthodox family, the ecumenical com-
munity, the inter-faith community, the as-
sociations of fellow theological schools, and
the general conscience of our society at
large.� He continued, �Our political and
governmental leaders have responded. But
they can and must do more.�

The Archbishop explained that the new
foundation�s mission will be �to specifically
focus the social and academic conscious-
ness of the world to the cause of Halki.�

He announced that three �very special
alumni� of Halki will be among the first to
serve on the board: Archbishop Iakovos,
Metropolitan Maximos of Pittsburgh and
Metropolitan Nicholas of the Carpatho-Rus-
sian Orthodox Diocese of the Ecumenical
Patriarchate.

His Eminence also said that National
Philoptochos President Eve Condakes and
the National Commander of the Order of
St. Andrew, Dr. Anthony Limberakis, have
indicated their complete support for the
foundation.

�It is my deepest prayer that this new
initiative of our Archdiocese may advance
the possibilities for this venerable institution
of the Ecumenical Throne of Constan-
tinople,� the Archbishop added. �I look for-
ward to being able to bring you good news
on our progress in the days ahead.�

Attending the press conference with His
Eminence were Archdiocese counsel John
Mavroudis, Dr. Limberakis, and Arch-
diocesan Council Chairman John Catsima-
tidis who underscored his support for the
initiative, stating that President Clinton has
been �very supportive� on the issue of Halki.

Commenting on the good news about
the stewardship effort and Leadership 100
Fund, Mr. Catsimatidis noted that under
Archbishop Spyridon, �the financial controls
of the Archdiocese are the strongest they�ve
ever been.� He also congratulated the Arch-
bishop �on the team he has picked,� refer-
ring to the other members of the Archdio-
cesan Council Executive Committee.

His All Holiness, we were able to better
understand and comprehend the challenges
confronting the ministry of the Holy Arch-
diocese of America.  We all share the same

Historic Meeting at the Ecumenical Patriarchate

NEW YORK � A large, gold embossed,
framed icon of The Panaghia Glyko-
philousa hangs in the lobby of the Arch-
diocese headquarters and greets His Emi-
nence Archbishop Spyridon, his staff and
visitors every day. It stands for the eter-
nal love of the Theotokos for the Christ
child. And it stands for the symbol of
God�s love to mankind.

Gift Icon Panaghia Glykophilousa
Housed at the Archdiocese

By Eleni Daniels

This icon was a gift from well-known
iconographer George Filippakis to Arch-
bishop Spyridon upon the occasion of his
name day. The presentation of the icon was
made during the Open House St. Spyridon
Feast Day celebration held at the Archdio-
cese headquarters on December 12.

Icons have a very prominent and im-
portant place in the worship and piety of
the Orthodox Church. They are deeply
rooted in the gospel, and have been cher-

ished and venerated by Christians from the
earliest times. And Mr. George Filippakis
points out that there is a unique charac-
teristic to this icon. �If you stand before
the icon for about 4 to 5 minutes and be-
gin to pray, you will feel as if the eyes of
the Theotokos are speaking to you. The
eyes of the Theotokos are very expres-
sive,� said Mr. Filippakis.

This particular icon of The Panaghia
Glykophilousa was shown in Filippakis�
iconography exhibit at the Clergy-Laity
Conference in Orlando, Florida this past
year. He recalls how Archbishop Spyridon
liked it very much.

�When their eyes met, something
came over me and I immediately sensed
that this icon belonged to the Archbishop,�
said Mr. Filippakis. And so it does.

An icon has been called �a meeting
between heaven and earth.� How appro-
priate it is to house this exquisite icon at

from page 1

years to come.�
On Tuesday evening, His Eminence

Archbishop Spyridon and the Metropolitans
of the Eparchial Synod of the Archdiocese
were again guests of His All Holiness Ecu-
menical Patriarch Bartholomew at a dinner
hosted by His All Holiness, together with
Hierarchs of the Ecumenical Throne.  At the

Archbishop Spyridon and many Orthodox faithful stand gazing upon The Panaghia
Glykophilousa following the official presentation of the icon by Iconographer George
Filippakis (front center) to the Archbishop at the lobby of the Archdiocese headquarters.

special love and concern for
the beloved Greek Orthodox
People of America; for those
who were born into the faith
and for those who have em-
braced Orthodoxy with a
clear and conscious deci-
sion.

Our meeting today re-
affirmed the commitment
and dedication that all of us
have for the Archdiocese of
America; for its unity, its soli-
darity, its mutual respect for
the talent and service of each
and every member of the
Church, its progress into the
new millennium, and its un-
wavering commitment to
reach out to every member
of our American society with

dinner, His All Holiness characterized the
meeting that day as �historic,� and spoke
with great hopes that 1999 would be a year
of �great successes� for the beloved Arch-
diocese of America.

the good news of the Gospel of our Lord
Jesus Christ.

I am certain that the fruits of this meet-
ing will be well evidenced in the lives and
ministries of our clergy and laity for many

See GIFT ICON on page 6

(D. Panagos photo)

New Developments
at Press Conference
from page 1

HIS ALL Holiness with Archbishop Spyridon at the dinner which followed Tuesday�s
meeting.          (D. Panagos photo)

PATRIARCH BARTHOLOMEW with Metropolitans Iakovos
of Krinis and Maximos of Aenos following the meeting at
the Phanar.     (D. Panagos photo)
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NEW YORK - Archbishop Spyridon re-
cently announced the official release online
of the Interfaith Marriage World Wide Web
Site at http://interfaith.goarch.org.

The site allows interfaith spouses,
couples, clergy, lay social scientists, and
other experts and interested persons the
ability to interact online with the findings
that are emerging as a result of focus groups
that are being conducted across the Arch-
diocese.

Interfaith Marriage
Web Site Established

by Theo Nicolakis and Fr. Charles Joanides

Approximately 67 percent of all mar-
riages conducted in the Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese are inter-Christian. His Emi-
nence, together with the Archdiocese Inter-
faith Committee, commissioned a research
study in January 1998 to examine interfaith
marriages. The goal of the study is to de-
velop an understanding of experiences and
challenges that face interfaith couples in
order to minister effectively to this growing
population of marriages and families, to
God�s glory and our salvation.

Offering your Insights
An important component of the Inter-

faith Marriage web site is the opportunity
for individuals to interact directly with the
web site and Fr. Charles Joanides, who is
conducting the research for the interfaith
marriage committee. Visitors to the site are
encouraged to offer direct feedback, per-
sonal observations, and share their experi-
ences by utilizing the �interfaith marriage e-
mail forms.� Feedback submitted via the
web site will be sent directly to Fr. Charles
for response, integration into his research,
and the improvement of the web site.

Separate E-mail forms are available for
both interfaith couples and �stakeholders,�
who are interested persons who might have
experience with an interfaith couple, a
vested interest in this research, and/or some
expertise in this area.

Interested persons are encouraged to
read and interact with the bimonthly updates
that will be posted to the web site.

It is anticipated that interfaith spouses�
observations and interpretations of the ma-
terials on this site, together with insights and
observations from clergy leaders, social sci-
entists and others, will strengthen the trust-
worthiness of the research study. The de-
velopment of the web site is a key part of
the Archdiocese�s pastoral concern for in-
terfaith couples.

Developing the Web Site
The Interfaith Marriage web site has

been designed and is maintained by the
Department of Internet Ministries. As the
interfaith marriage web site develops, it will
also provide:

1. A forum from which interfaith mar-
riages can be examined and discussed
throughout the Archdiocese.

2. General, pastoral guidelines for clergy
and lay leaders who work with inter-Chris-
tian, interfaith, and intercultural marriages.

3. Updates with regard to the manner
in which this important ministry is develop-
ing at the Archdiocesan, Diocesan, and lo-
cal parish level.

4. A stepping stone for other research
in this area.

5. A launching pad from which to con-
sider other issues pertaining to marriages
and families.

Your participation is vital to the success
of this ministry. By taking the time to read
and reflect upon the information that is
emerging on this web site, your observa-
tions and interpretations can contribute posi-
tively to the success of this work: to God�s glory
and our salvation.

NEW YORK - The Archons of the Ecu-
menical Patriarchate, Order of St. Andrew
the Apostle will present the Patriarch
Athenagoras Humanitarian Award for
1999 to Nobel Peace Prize laureate Pro-
fessor Elie Wiesel at their Sunday of Or-
thodoxy banquet on Feb. 27.

A survivor of the Nazi Holocaust, Pro-
fessor Wiesel has fought for the rights of
oppressed people for much of his adult
life, using his talents as an author, teacher
and storyteller to defend human rights and
peace throughout the world.

In addition to the Nobel Prize, which
he was awarded in 1986, he has been hon-
ored over the years with numerous other
honors and awards, including the Presi-
dential Medal of Freedom, the United
States Congressional Gold Medal and the
Medal of Liberty Award, and the rank of
Grand Officer in the French Legion of
Honor. He also has received more than
90 honorary degrees.

President Jimmy Carter named Pro-
fessor Weisel chairman of the President�s
Commission on the Holocaust in 1976
and, in 1980, he became founding chair-
man of the United States Holocaust Me-
morial Council.

Nobel Prize Laureate to Receive Athenagoras Award
Weisel is also the founding president

of the Paris-based Universal Academy of
Cultures.

The author of more than 40 books,
he has won numerous awards, including
the Prix Medicis for A Beggar in Jerusa-
lem, the Prix Livre Inter for The Testament
and the Grand Prize for Literature from the
City of Paris for The Fifth Son. The first
volume of Wiesel�s memoirs, All Rivers
Run to the Sea, was published in New York
(Knopf) in December 1995. The second
volume, Et la mer níest pas remplie, pub-
lished in Paris (Le Seuil) in 1996 will be
published in English, And The Sea is not
Full, in New York (Knopf) in late 1999. His
famous memoir La Nuit (Night), first pub-
lished in 1958, has been translated into
25 languages with millions of copies sold.

From 1972-76, Wiesel was Distin-
guished Professor of Judaic Studies at the
City University of New York, and first
Henry Luce Visiting Scholar in the Hu-
manities and Social Thought at Yale Uni-
versity (1982-1983). Since 1976, he has
been the Andrew W. Mellon Professor in
the Humanities at Boston University,
where he also holds the title of University
Professor. He is a member of the faculty

in the Department of Religion as well as
the Department of Philosophy.

A native of Sighet, Transylvania (Ro-
mania), Wiesel and his family were de-
ported by the Nazis to Auschwitz when
he was 15. His mother and younger sister
perished there, his two older sisters sur-
vived. Wiesel and his father were later
transported to Buchenwald, where his fa-
ther died.

After the war, Wiesel studied in Paris
and later became a journalist in that city.
Professor Wiesel has published over 40
books

Upon learning of Professor Wiesel�s
acceptance, Archbishop Spyridon said
�The honor in this case is ours, in that Pro-
fessor Wiesel has graciously agreed to be
our guest. It is an honor not only for the
Archons of the Ecumenical Throne, but for
the plenitude of Orthodox Christianity in
America. We are eager to receive Profes-
sor Wiesel and his message of justice, free-
dom and truth.�

An American citizen since 1963, Elie
Wiesel lives in New York with his wife and son.

Past recipients of the Athenagoras Hu-
manitarian Award have included Mother
Theresa and President Jimmy Carter.

Archbishop Spyridon spreads Christmas cheer among the residents at St. Michael�s
Home on a recent visit. (D. Panagos photo)

Cathedral vasilopita
His Eminence officiated at several Vasilopita ceremonies in the New York area, including
this one at Holy Trinity Archdiocesan Cathedral.

(D. Panagos photo)

do this, but most have reconsidered their
decisions. One�s personal attitude towards
another member of the Church, whoever
he or she may be, should not be used as a
reason to hurt the vital mission of Christ�s
Church. This would not be proper Ortho-
dox Christian behavior, and the overwhelm-
ing majority of our parishes understand this.
Most of the problems with total commit-
ment contributions in 1998 were either
genuine and they were assisted by the de-
partment and/or the local diocese, or they
belonged to a group historically who have
consistently over several years have had
serious parish difficulties�

�For the parish, it is more than under-
standing their responsibilities, its Christian
Orthodox love and devotion to support the
National Ministries,� said Chris Andreas,
administrative assistant of the Stewardship
Department. Responding to the question as
to where the revenues were derived from
most, Mr. Andreas said �that it came from a
complete cross-section of the country. There
was no one particular area this year that
outdid everyone else in terms of overwhelm-
ing percent-ages; almost all responded posi-
tively which makes for an overall successful
program, and several of the dioceses are
now reaching parity. While we are con-
cerned with some areas, there are now a
small but growing number of churches
which are volunteering higher amounts than
what they originally committed. As for the
others, they�ve been terrific. Over the past
two years Fr. Gabriel has made it a priority
of the department to work extremely close
with those dioceses, parishes and areas
which have had concerns. The result has
been outstanding, they�ve responded ex-
tremely well.�

The department utilizes various statis-
tics as barometers to indicate how well Total
Commitment is doing. For example, �Be-
tween the end 1996 and the end of 1997 our
revenues of approximately $300,000; be-
tween the end of 1997 and the end of 1998,
our revenues have increased over $443,000,
a whopping 50 percent increase. Moreover,
for 1998, we increased the parish allocations
by less than $380,000 over those of 1997.
Of this increase we gained over 110 percent.
This translates into the highest percentage of
giving we�ve ever had in our Greek Ortho-
dox Archdiocese of America.�

from page 1

New Revenue Record Festive Events Start the New Year
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BRUSSELS � The significance and ne-
cessity of mutual understanding among the
peoples was one of the basic outcomes of
the third dialogue between the Orthodox
Church and the European People�s Party and
the European Union of Christian Democrats
(EUCD).

By Nicholas Manginas

Dialogue with European People�s Party and Union of Christian Democrats

The dialogue took place in Brussels
Dec. 7-8 at the European Parliament. At the
invitation of the His All Holiness The Ecu-
menical Patriarch Bartholomew I, the presi-
dencies of the EPP Group and the EUCD
representatives of the churches and politi-
cal parties discussed the issue of �The
Church, the People and Political Parties -
their environment in the Europe of the Third
Millennium.�

The first dialogue took place at the Ecu-
menical Patriarchate April 28-29, 1996. Its
theme was �The moral values of humankind
and the spiritual dimensions of Europe.�

The second dialogue took place Dec.
11-13, 1997, at the Patriarchal Institute of
Patristic Studies in Thessaloniki with the
theme �Humankind and its environment in
the Europe of the Third Millennium.�

These dialogues are programmed and
organized in collaboration of the Presiden-
cies of the parties and the Office of the Or-
thodox Church by the European Parliament,
which is led by Bishop Emmanuel of
Rhegion.

The objectives of this dialogue are to:
� Deepen the knowledge of Western

European Christian Democrat leaders on the
faith and understanding of Eastern Christian-
ity of the current issues pertaining to the
unification of people in Europe.

� Familiarize the leadership of centrist
and Christian Democrat-oriented political
movements with these issues.

� Introduce the leadership of these par-
ties to a constructive dialogue with church
leaders.

� Provide the Orthodox churches with
the opportunity to make themselves famil-
iar with the problems facing the implemen-
tation of Christian teaching in public life.

The Orthodox churches and the politi-
cal parties participating in this dialogue face
the spiritually and physically negative impact
of decades of marxian socialism on the world.

This third dialogue produced practical
answers in anything pertaining to the Chris-
tian faith and community and workplace of
the faithful.

Participants in the third dialogue in-
cluded representatives of Orthodox Churches
from countries of Western and Eastern Eu-
rope, political parties from European Union
member-states and countries of Eastern Eu-
rope. The Ecumenical Patriarchate was rep-
resented by Metropolitan Jeremiah of France.

The Orthodox Church, the presidency
of the parliamentary group of the European
People�s Party and the European Union of
Christian Democrats are convinced that the
unification of the peoples of Central and
Eastern Europe with their neighbors of West-
ern Europe is founded on their shared Chris-
tian values.

The works of the dialogue were opened
by the president of the Parliamentary Group
of the EPP, Wilfrid Martens and the EUCD
president, Wim Van Velzen. They underlined
the significance given by the political move-
ments over which they preside to the con-
tinuous dialogue with the Church.

The message of Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew was read at the plenary:

�The Orthodox Church under unifying
spirit although apparently divided but spiri-
tually united, observes with enchantment
Europeans abandoning their life-long divi-
sions and conflicts and heading towards

European unification. And wishes that the
seed of the Union, which is fertilizing slowly
and with obstacles but increasingly, will be
sowed and fertilize other parts of the earth,
in a way that the pacific cooperation among
peoples will be developed and that the bel-
ligerent antagonisms will be replaced by
friendly and noble competition..�

The Ecumenical Patriarch, referring to
the character of the dialogue stressed the
following:

�The Orthodox Church converses
freely, sincerely and willingly with all those
who wish to engage in dialogue with Her.
The fact that today the Orthodox Church
converses with the esteemed representa-
tives of one of the two biggest ideological
parties active in Europe, does not exclude
dialogue in good faith with others does not
indicate any preference or any other type of
bond.�

In his address the Church of Greece�s
representative, G. Saridakis, ex-European
Parliament member, referred to the recent
speech of Archbishop Christodoulos of
Greece relating to the European Union, in
which he stated, �The European Union is
not the product of a flattening of the peoples
of Europe, but rather of their brave regen-
eration, from the reality of nationalistic con-
flicts to the dream of communal fraternity.
Realism has been defeated, the dream has

prevailed, because it has been a dream for
centuries, it has been a demand permeat-
ing all national histories and traditions of the
people of Europe. For this reason I say that
our common European house will be con-
structed in the pages of our history and not
with oblivion.�

Mr. Saridakis proceeded in his speech
and stressing that �hence, the field of the
European Union is not only open but also
urgently seeks and demands the mobiliza-
tion of the spiritual forces and especially of
those whose sources are in the Christian
Teachings of Justice and  Philanthropy and
of the love for the �neighbor,� regardless of
how far or close this neighbor is. Any ten-
sion can not be ignored concerning the eco-
nomic or political and more generally social
crisis needs long time and great but tempo-
ral sacrifices until a new balance is restored.
However, it can not and should not in any
case be used as an alibi.�

MP Marietta Yiannakou-Koutsikou of
�Nea Demokratia� party referred to this sig-
nificant initiative, saying �the dynamics of
the Western Church and the ecumenicity of
the Orthodox tradition have been the pow-
erful foundations on which the cultural walls
of contemporary European society were
buttressed.�

She next underlined the need for dia-
logue and activation of channels of two-way

communication between the Church and
society, between the European secular cul-
ture and the Orthodox tradition and added:

�The dialogue between the Ecumeni-
cal Patriarchate and the European Christian
Democrats constitutes the tangible proof
that for our political family the pan-human
Christian values are a dominant ideological
principle which wants the person to be the
subject and not the object of history.�

The third dialogue between the Ortho-
dox Church and Christian Democrats was
concluded at the European Parliament. It
was appreciated as exceptionally significant
for mutual understanding, as the Ecumeni-
cal Patriarchate�s representative, Metropoli-
tan Jeremias, remarked. The significance of
the dialogue for both sides was noted by
European People�s Party President Wilfrid
Martens, who announced that the fourth
meeting will convene next autumn in
Istanbul, as well as by the European Union
of Christian Democrats (EUCD) president,
Mr. Van Velsen.

The presence of representatives of all
Orthodox churches made it possible for a
full presentation of the situation prevailing
in the countries and areas were they are
active, as well as the understanding of the
problems and challenges which they face.

On the other hand, the presence of rep-
resentatives of political parties from mem-
bers states of the European Union gave the
possibility of making their positions and
views better understood. Metropolitan
Jeremias underlined that the dialogue proved
to be particularly useful, significant and sub-
stantial for all and that the Ecumenical Patri-
archate is quite satisfied to have placed un-
der its aegis such an important event.

He also stressed he need for continua-
tion of the dialogue among Orthodox
churches with the European Christian
Democrats, but also with other great politi-
cal movements of the European Parliament,
as long as they wish.�

In his closing speech, Mr. Martens un-
derlined that the third dialogue was of high
quality and level just like the previous two
meetings, stressed that the churches should
put aside old conflicts and proceed united.
Whereas concerning the dialogue of the
church with the politicians he characteristi-
cally stressed: the politicians and MPs
should listen to the churches and conversely,
the churches should listen to the politicians.�

He concluded by saying, �Yet another
merit of the Group of the European People�s
Party is its record in promoting European
Unity. The western �lung� of Europe has
achieved more than 50 years of peace and
growing material prosperity for its peoples.

�The values underpinning that peace are
those of the founding fathers of Christian
Democracy, namely Schumann, Adenauer,
de Gasperi, Bech and many others.

�We want the other �lung� of Europe
which has a mostly orthodox Christian tra-
dition to be part of a larger zone of Chris-
tian civilization.

My colleagues and I praise the foresight
of the ecumenical Patriarchate in creating a
liaison office in Brussels for our coopera-
tion. I want to encourage the Orthodox
churches to use the office in working for a
larger zone of Christian civilization in Eu-
rope. To enlarge the zone of Christian civili-
zation in Europe we need ever greater con-
structive cooperation with the churches,
among the churches themselves and with
the new political movements in central and
eastern Europe.�

Mr. Van Velsen, after stressing that from
the meeting the different level of growth of
eastern churches coming out of ex commu-
nist regimes was confirmed. He also
stressed that the dialogue with the churches
helps in the formation and recognition of a
new Europe of moral values.

Children visit     (N. Manginas photo)
A long-standing tradition of the children of Constantinople has been their annual
visit to the Ecumenical Patriarchate where they present gifts to His All Holiness
Patriarch Bartholomew and enjoy a festive day.

AT THE EUROPEAN Parliament in Brussels, Metropolitan of France Jeremiah, representing
the Ecumenical Patriarch, Wilfrid Martens chairman of the European People�s Party-
Christian Democrat group and Wim Van Velzen, chairman of the European Union of
Christian Democrats.         (N. Manginas photo)
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Address of His Eminence
William Cardinal Keeler
Archbishop of Baltimore
Head of the Holy See�s Delegation
November 30, 1998

�Let us love one another so that in har-
mony we can profess our faith� (Liturgy of
St. John Chrysostom). This joyous and fer-
vent exhortation that the deacon directs to
us in this Holy Liturgy, conveys the right ori-
entation for relations between our Churches
which are committed to the search for full
unity: that is mutual love, agreement, and
faith. It is truly with these sentiments that I
turn to Your Holiness in order to express
the fraternal greetings of the delegation of
the Church of Rome, sent by His Holiness
Pope John Paul II to take part in the celebra-
tions of the feast of the Apostle St. Andrew,
patron of this venerable Church of Con-
stantinople, and brother of St. Peter, patron
of the Church of Rome.

This exchange of delegations for the
feast of St. Andrew here at the Phanar, and
for the feast of St. Peter at Rome, is an ex-
pression of fraternal and reciprocal love and
of the common commitment to draw closer
to our original communion in faith and in
ecclesial life.

I am especially happy and honored to
be here today with Your Holiness, with the
concelebrating members of the Holy Synod,
and with the Orthodox faithful. I greet all in
the name of the Lord: �the grace of Our Lord
Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father, and
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you always� (2 Cor 13,13).

This blessed custom which is trans-
forming our ecclesial relations into a new
tradition, manifests, on the one hand, the
wide level of communion already existing,
and on the other hand, expresses with spiri-
tual transparence the will to do everything
possible to continue on the way to full unity.
It was good to hear Your Holiness recon-
firm this will for unity today.

The dialogue between our Churches
has, in the joint commission, the appropri-
ate and adequate technical instrument to
deal with the divergencies still existing be-
tween us. But our relations are much wider
and very diversified. They comprise recip-

Remarks by Cardinal  at Feast Day Celebration
rocal participation in particular events in the
life of our Churches including celebrations,
liturgies, ecclesial assemblies, and study
conferences. Nor are our contacts limited
to strictly official relations. There are real and
continuous contacts among the cultural in-
stitutions of our Churches.

Historical and theological research, aca-
demic meetings, common pastoral concerns
in regard to emerging problematic trends
such as secularization, religious indifference,
materialistic consumer trends, concerns
which are often the work of the �serpent of
evil,� as Your Holiness just now observed�
these continually put the scholars and pas-
tors of our Churches in contact with one
another. All of this facilitates a much greater
and real reciprocal knowledge of the authen-
tic views of our Churches, causing stereo-
types, formed in the past and continuing
perhaps because of intellectual inertia and
laziness, to fall.

A truly important element has emerged
in relations between the Churches. On the
one hand, a true purification of historical
memories is necessary. On the other hand,
it seems more and more clear that it is nec-
essary to read our common history together,
in order to draw inspiration for the future,
and to overcome the old and new difficulties
that we meet in our ecclesial pilgrimage. The
full communion that existed in the first mil-
lennium is an important theological founda-
tion for the relations between our churches.

It was, indeed, this venerable See of
Constantinople that insisted on the indis-
pensable importance of the dialogue of char-
ity as the true context of every theological
conversation.

This conviction retains all its value also
today in the present situation. It is for this
reason, Your Holiness, that I have been
deeply touched this morning, by the beauty
and power of the Divine Liturgy and by the
deacon�s exhortation of mutual love as a
means of fostering an harmonious profes-
sion of faith, and full unity itself.

With that exhortation of the deacon, I
extend also today my most sincere greet-
ings and best wishes for this patronal feast.

May the Lord bless these sentiments
of unity. Amen.

Ionian Village

Name ______________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________

City, State, Zip ______________________________________________

Phone ______________________________________________________

Mail this form to: Ionian Village, 8-10 East 79th Street, New York, NY 10021.
Or contact us at: Phone (212) 570-3534, E-mail ionianvillage@goarch.org
Ionian Village is a program of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America

Ionian Village

Friendships and Memories that last a lifetime!
At Ionian Village this year!

Please check the program you are interested in:
____ Summer Travel Camp, Ages 12-15 � June 28 - July 17
____ Byzantine Venture, Ages 16-18  � July 25 - August 12
____ Byzantine Venture, Optional Trip to Constantinople � Departs July 20
____ Spiritual Odyssey, Young Adults 19 and older � July 11-26

READ AND SPEAK LANGUAGE LESSONS ON CDROM
GREEK LANGUAGE LESSONS IN ONE CDROM

by George Balanis PhD, MBA
and Toula Balanis AA � AnoTek, Inc.

WRITE TO: AnoTek/G. Balanis 2349 Hill Street, Santa Monica, CA 90405
Tel: (310)450-5027   �  Fax: (310)450-0867  � Email: georgeb@anotek.com

Also avai lable in books i l lustrated with ful l  color pictures.

VISIT: http://www.anotek.com Þëéïò         öüñåìá
 sun dress

If you want to learn Greek quickly and easily, our CDROM courses are for you.
Our Read and Speak Greek CDROM will teach you the Greek language taught in Greek schools today.  This
course covers 6 years of school and teaches Reading, Vocabulary, Pronunciation and Phonetics, Grammar
and Sentence Generation. You will learn the Structure of the Greek language and how it differs from the struc-
ture of English. The new software version (Ver. 2.0) improves the previous version and adds female voice,
more grammar and more dialogs.

� Read and Speak Greek CDROM Ver. 2.0 (6-year course Greek font included) $75.00

A GREATA GREATA GREATA GREATA GREAT

ANYTIMEANYTIMEANYTIMEANYTIMEANYTIME
GIFTGIFTGIFTGIFTGIFT

Üëïãï             ðüëç
horse    city

Our Read and Speak English  CDROM teaches English to Greek speaking people. The course teaches Pro-
nunciation, Vocabulary, Reading and the Basics of Grammar equivalent to about two years of school. All instruc-
tions are in Greek.

 We accept VISA, M/C, AMEX, DISCOVER, CHECKS & MONEY ORDER q Check Box for free catalog

� Read and Speak English CDROM-Step 1 (2-year course Greek font included) $50.00

Card #______________________________________________  Exp. Date: _______/ _____
Product: ________________________________________ X ____ Total $:_______________
Name: ______________________________________________  Phone: _______________
Address:___________________________________________________________________
City __________________________________________ State________ Zip ______________
Your E-mail: ________________________________________________________________

ORDER FORM:   (Please put street and number.  We ship UPS)

1-800-377-8877
6 0 9 - 7 7 8 - 5 6 5 6

SAIL THE BEAUTIFUL
GREEK ISLANDS
then VISIT FAMILY & FRIENDS
CHARTER YOUR OWN BOAT
OR JOIN OUR FLOTILLAS

  pyccAlbatross
Sail with

Sail & power boats

30 to 90 feet

With or without captain

www.albatrosscharters.com

Celebrating 30 Years

Public Schedule
of Archbishop Spyridon

Jan. 17 � 7:30 p.m., Great Vespers at
St. Athanasios Church, Paramus, N.J.

Jan. 23 � 11 a.m., church ground-
breaking for new community of St.
Nectarios, Charlotte, N.C.; 6 p.m., conse-
cration vespers for Holy Trinity Church,
Charlotte.

Jan. 24 � 8 a.m., Orthros, consecra-
tion, Holy Trinity Church, Charlotte.; 6
p.m., 75th anniversary banquet.

Jan. 27 � Holy Trinity Cathedral
Philoptochos � Tea reception, Archdiocese

Jan. 29 � 10 a.m., Liturgy for Three

Hierarchs Day and afternoon Greek
American schools, Holy Trinity Cathedral,
New York; 4 p.m., Vasilopita ceremony
and reception for Greek teachers, Arch-
diocese; 7 p.m., Great Vespers, Three
Hierarchs Church, Brooklyn.

Jan. 31 �  1 p.m., Greek Letters Lun-
cheon, Terrace on the Park, Flushing
Meadows, N.Y.

Feb. 6 � 7 p.m., Vespers, Holy Trin-
ity Church, Wilmington, Del.

Feb. 7 � 10 a.m., Divine Liturgy, Holy
Trinity Church, Wilmington.
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We accept VISA, MASTERCARD, PERSONAL CHECKS & MONEY ORDERS.
Card # ___________________________________________ Exp. date:___/ ____
SEND TO: (Street number, please. We ship UPS)      Check here for free catalogue   ¾
Name:______________________________________Phone:_________________
Address: __________________________________________________________
City:___________________________State:_____________Zip:_______________
WRITE TO: PAPALOIZOS PUBLICATIONS    Tel:(301) 593-0652
11720 Auth Lane, Silver Spring, MD.20902 Fax: (301) 681-3390
Also available Textbooks for Elementary School, grades 1-7, and auxiliary books.

BOOKS (Adult level) Price  Qty. Amount
Modern Greek, Part 1
Workbook for Modern Greek, part 1
Cassete tapes for part 1 (set of 8, in Album)
Modern Greek, Part II
Workbook  for Modern Greek, Part II
Cassette tapes for Part II (set of 6)
Grammar of Modern Greek, with workbook
333 Greek Verbs, fully conjugated, 400 pp.
Learning Greek through Conversation
Cassette tepes for Learning Greek (set of 8)
3400 Greek Words flash cards (spiral bound)
Basic Greek Conversation
Cassette tapes for Basic Greek (set of 6)

                       SUBTOTAL
Postage $4.25 first set, 0.25 each additional book

TOTAL

15.00
5.00

32.00
13.00
5.00

26.00
12.00
18.00
12.00
30.00
12.00
8.00

24.00

We have been teaching Americans Greek since 1957! � visit us at: www.papaloizos.com

L e a r n  G r e e k  T h e  E a s y  W a y

A R C H D I O C E S E   N E W S
BIBLIA STA ELLHNIKA

1 888 559 1611
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 CALL FOR OUR CATALOG TOLL FREE

  GREEK
LANGUAGE
  BOOKS

AQHNAIKO BIBLIOPWLEIO
ÌÕÈÉÓÔÏÑÇÌÁ � ÉÓÔÏÑÉÁ � ÐÁÉÄÉÊÁ ÊÁÉ ÁËËÁ

CHILDREN�S
AND MORE

FICTION
HISTORY

M A R K O S  travel
serviceDAILY DEPARTURES

with

V NON-STOP FLIGHTS ON JUMBO747
V EASY CONNECTIONS from anywhere in the U.S.A.
at UNBELIEVABLE LOW RATES!

289$

Call Markos Travel Now!
NATIONWIDE TOLL FREE

800-243-7728
CONNECTICUT RESIDENTS

800-842-8260

644 SILAS DEAN HWY.
WETHERSFIELD, CT 06109

449$

*

*
One Way áðü

Round trip

OTHER FLIGHTS

*A Limited
Number of Seats

Owner:
Markos

Hatzikonstantis

...BOOK NOW
AND SAVE!

CLERGY  UPDATE

Ordinations

To Priesthood:
Rev. Presbyter Peter J. Pappas, Arch-

bishop Spyridon-Sts. Peter and Paul
Church, Glenview, IL - 10/18/98

Rev. Presbyter James T. Paris, Bishop
George of Komanon - St. George Church,
Bethesda, MD - 11/01/98

Rev. Presbyter Michael Monos, Arch-
bishop Spyridon-St. George Church,
Clifton, NJ - 11/11/98

To Diaconate:
Rev. Deacon Sotirios D. Rousakis,

Archbishop Spyridon - Assumption
Church, Danbury, CT - 10/25/98

Rev. Deacon Vasile Mihai, Bishop
Philotheos of Meloa-St. Andrew Church,
Randolph, NJ - 11/29/98

Assignments
Rev. Economos Teodor Bita, Holy Trin-

ity-St. John the Theologian, Jackson, MS
11/01/98

Rev. Deacon Peter J. Pappas - Sts. Pe-
ter and Paul Church, Glenview, IL
11/01/98

Rev. Presbyter Steve J. Dalber - South-
east Charlotte, Charlotte, NC.  10/15/98

Rev. Presbyter John K. Lardas - St.
Nicholas Church, Troy, MI. August 1, 1998

Rev. Presbyter Elias L. Scoulas - Holy

Trinity Church, Bluff City/Bristol, TN.
11/01/98

Rev. Deacon Sotirios Rousakis - Holy
Trinity-Holy Cross Cathedral, Birming-
ham, AL. 11/08/98

Rev. Presbyter Nicholas Dasouras - St.
George Church, Norwalk, CT-11/15/98

Rev. Presbyter Demetrios Kehagias -
Annunciation Church, Montgomery, AL.
01/01/99

Rev. Presbyter Nicholas J. Verdaris -
Annunciation Chruch, Little Neck, AR.
01/01/99

Rev. Deacon James Iliou - Holy Trinity
Church, Clearwater, FL. 01/01/99

Offikia
The office of PROTOPRESBYTER was

bestowed upon Father Demetrios Reca-
chinas - 6/5/98

The office of PROTOPRESBYTER was
bestowed upon Father Constantine Zozos
10/04/98

The office of ECONOMOS was be-
stowed upon Father Apostolos Pana-
gopoulos - 11/24/98

The office of ECONOMOS was be-
stowed upon Father Anastasios Diaco-
vasilis - 12/06/98

The office of PROTOPRESBYTER was
bestowed upon Father Paul Palesty
12/06/98.

NEW YORK � Plans for the annual
Celebration of Greek Letters and Culture are
complete, with several events scheduled to
mark the observance.

The observance begins at 9 a.m., Jan.
29 at Holy Trinity Archdiocesan Cathedral
in Manhattan. Archbishop Spyridon will pre-
side at the Divine Liturgy honoring the Three
Hierarchs, followed by an awards program
recognizing students from area Greek after-
noon and day schools who earned the high-
est scores on the previous June�s Greek
Regents exams.

From 4-6 p.m. that day, His Eminence will

Greek Letters Events to Honor
Students, Harvard Professor

honor the Greek school teachers at a vasilopita
reception at Archdiocese headquarters.

Sunday, Jan. 31, the Greek Letters lun-
cheon will take place at 1 p.m. at Terrace
on the Park in Flushing Meadows, Queens.

Honoree will be Dr. John M. Duffy of
Harvard University, professor of Byzantine
Literature and Language.

Proceeds from this year�s event will
benefit the Archbishop�s Scholarship Fund
at Holy Cross School of Theology.

Reservations may still be made by call-
ing the Office of Education and Culture,
(212) 570-3553, or 3554.

the Archdiocese - the administrative cen-
ter of Christ�s Church in America.

The Panaghia Glykophilousa (�Sweet-
kisser�) icon is painted in the Cretan
school of iconography and is portrayed at
half-length holding the Christ child in both
arms on her left side. She is turning her
head and her cheek touches the face of
Christ, who is turned towards her. His
hands hold a scroll, as is often the case in
icons of the Theotokos prefiguring the
Passion. A further allusion to the Passion
can be seen in the garments worn by
Christ: a chiton tied with a sash and two
vertical straps. There are two angels
painted in miniature at the upper corners
with their covered hands in an attitude of
prayer, an element found in other repre-
sentations of this icon.

The oldest icon of The Panaghia

Glykophilousa dates back to the second
half of the 15th century and is part of the
private collection of M. Peraticos housed
in London, England.

In an atmosphere filled with holiday
cheer and warm hospitality, hundreds of
Orthodox faithful arrived to join the fes-
tive celebration of the Feast Day of St.
Spyridon of Trymithous, the Wonder-
worker and Patron Saint of His Eminence
Archbishop Spyridon. Clergy hierarchs,
members of the Archdiocesan Council,
Archons, pastors, presbyteres, and parish-
ioners young and old, from New York Area
parish communities came to offer their
well-wishes to the Archbishop throughout
the day. A number of adult choirs and
young Greek school choirs also arrived by
chartered buses throughout the day to sing
Christmas carols or �kalanda� to all present.

It was a most memorable and joyous
occasion in the life of our Archbishop Spyridon
and for the history of the Archdiocese.

from page 2

Gift Icon Panaghia Glykophilousa
Housed at the Archdiocese
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 TEL. (212) 570-3555

 FAX: (212) 774-0239
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m i s s i o n sm i s s i o n s
ST. AUGUSTINE, Fla. � Orthodox

mission teams sponsored by the Ortho-
dox Christian Mission Center (OCMC) will
assist needy Orthodox communities with
various projects in Galilee, Guatemala,
Haiti, India, and Kenya. Projects for 1999
include construction, medical outreach,
restoration, and teaching.

Volunteers Needed for Teams

by Andrew Lekos

The Galilee Orthodox Mission Team
has been invited to Kuffer-Yassif, Israel, to
support the community of St. George with
various projects. The team will lead church
school seminars and adult catechism in the
villages of Beena and Kuffer-Yassif.

Guatemala mission teams have been
invited to help at the Hogar Rafael Ayau
orphanage in Guatemala City. Teams will
assist with renovations and maintenance
of buildings, participate in various activi-
ties with the orphans, and witness to the
children of the orphanage.

The Haiti Orthodox Mission Team is
needed to help bolster medical clinics,
teach English and religious instruction, and
to assist with restorations at the St. George
Church in Petion-Ville and Holy Resurrec-
tion Church in Metivier.

The India Mission Team will continue
to offer catechism and outreach to the com-
munity in Calcutta, and to help with daily
outreach programs to the poor. Teaching
teams will offer catechism and seminars on
the Faith, health and medical issues.

In Kenya, the mission team will help

construct the St. Nectarios Orthodox
Church in Chepgundi, Nandi District.
Medical personnel have also been re-
quested to assist the Orthodox Medical
Unit in nearby Kisarech.

Orthodox mission teams make a dif-
ference. Through work, witness, and wor-
ship, mission teams become a visible ex-
pression of love, unity, and support in the
Church. Mission teams require all hard
workers to participate and who are will-
ing to share the Faith. Teams assemble
before departure for a pre-field briefing
prior to departing for two to four-week
short-term mission service.

In conjunction with the ongoing con-
struction, restoration, and teaching
projects, medical personnel are needed to
help oversee the health of the mission
team members, conduct medical clinics,
and offer health instruction. Efforts will
also be coordinated with Orthodox Den-
tal Outreach to provide dental health care
services.

Most communities around the world
do not have access to basic medical care
or instruction, nor do they have the op-
portunity to visit with a physician or re-
ceive regular medical attention.

Anyone wanting to volunteer their
service, time and talent for a mission team
may contact the project coordinator, An-
drew Lekos, at the Orthodox Christian
Mission Center for dates and costs of the
projects  at: PO Box 4319, St. Augustine,
FL 32085; or Tel (904)829-5132, Fax
(904)829-1635, E-mail ocmc@aug.com.

Annual Retreat to Take Place in March
ST. AUGUSTINE, Fla. � The Orthodox

Christian Mission Center, the mission and
evangelism agency of SCOBA (the Standing
Conference of Canonical Orthodox Bishops
in America), will hold its 10th annual Or-
thodox Mission Retreat on March 26-28, in
Switzerland, Fla.

The annual mission retreat is open to
all those interested in Orthodox missions,
evangelism, and in gaining a deeper under-
standing of Christ�s teachings.

The retreat will focus on implementing
the Great Commission, preparing spiritually,
and integrating missions into one�s daily life.
The theme, �Work while it is day; the night
is coming when no one can work,� will look
at the vision for Orthodox mission work
around the world.

Mission leaders, including OCMC Ex-
ecutive Director Fr. Martin Ritsi, and Fr.
James Gavrilos of St. Mark Church in Boca

Raton, Fla., will discuss ways to be involved
in the mission of the Church. There will be
opportunities for the retreat participants to
join and participate in discussions on how
to further the work of mission and evange-
lism in the Church.

The retreat will take place at the
Marywood Center for Spirituality and Min-
istry in Switzerland, located between Jack-
sonville and St. Augustine.  Participants are
urged to register early and plan to visit his-
toric St. Augustine - home of the Orthodox
Christian Mission Center and the St. Photios
Orthodox National Shrine.

For registration, contact the retreat co-
ordinator, Andrew Lekos, at the Orthodox
Christian Mission Center (PO Box 4319, St.
Augustine, Florida 32085; Tel 904/829-5132,
Fax 904/829-1635, E-mail ocmc@aug.com),
and plan to celebrate 10 years of Orthodox
mission retreats.

Mark It+  Greek Word Processor , Version 2.0. For Windows  95,  3.1.
By Mark It+ Inc., Phone/Fax: 815 229 5783 Email: avmarkou@aol.com

Features include: Multiple file handling. Networking. Faxing.  Full  accentuation. Help.
Find-Replace. Print Preview. Software, installation program, on a 3.5 HD.User’s Manual.
To order, send check payable to Mark It+, Inc., for $107.90  ( $99.95 + $7.95 s/h)  to:
Mark It+ Inc., Educational Software Development, 3212 Jackson St., Rockford, IL 61107.
TOTAL ENCLOSED:$_____________NAME:_________________________________________
ADDRESS______________________________________________________________________
CITY:___________________STATE:_____ZIP:_____________PHONE:____________________
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EDITORIAL

O P I N I O N S

Like retired column

Editor,
It is with great warmth and apprecia-

tion that we have a small section devoted
to, not only the retired priests, but the se-
nior element of our Faith.

The articles by Father Vieron are with a
very definable message, but with levity that
probably keeps the �bored� interested. I
have had the pleasure and honor of being
present for many of Fr. Vieron�s liturgical
services and his sermons.  His writing is as
meaningful and interesting as his sermons.

William A. Gates
Chattanooga, Tenn.

Editor,
I hope that you will allow an �outsider�

to comment on your publication.
Although I am neither Greek nor Or-

thodox, my dear wife is both and thus the
Observer comes to our home.  I look for-
ward to seeing each edition. I make no pre-
tense that I read every word � some of the

Over the past year there have been sev-
eral articles concerning the prison ministry
of Father Lassios and Father Mantzouris.
Their ministry is of the utmost importance,
and requires assistance from you, the read-
ers of the Orthodox Observer. I am just one
of many incarcerated Greek Americans who
would like to express my gratitude for hav-
ing them, and others like them, share the
Word of God with me.

I am incarcerated in the Indiana Depart-
ment of Correction�s Correctional Industrial
Facility in Pendleton, Ind. Why am I here? I
have committed a sin against God and soci-
ety -for that I am truly sorry; please forgive
me. My lack of respect for the laws of man
have resulted in my incarceration.

I had left the Greek Orthodox Church
at an early age. During that time, I was liv-
ing a destructive life with a lack of spiritual
values, morals, or integrity. Spiritually, I was
dead! I could feel the Lord tugging at my
heart, yet for one false reason or another, I
had an excuse not to fully accept Jesus back

L E T T E R SL E T T E R S ecclesiastical material  is, of course, Greek
to me but I do enjoy the Op-Ed page and
letters from readers.  I share the concern
many of your writers, and readers as well,
express about the direction our society has
taken, particularly with regard to our youth.

I am happy that you now run Fr Nicholas
Vieron�s column about the retired clergy. It is
a pleasure for me to see the words of some-
one I know personally in a national paper.

Fr. Vieron is a friend of mine.  Until he
retired, he was my daughter�s pastor in
Memphis, and he baptized my first grand-
son.  He is of good humor.  He is a dynamic
person, and it is an honor to know him. As
a retired senior citizen myself, I appreciate
Fr Vieron�s sage counsel to my and his own
generation.

I assure you that Fr Nick has at least
one devoted reader in San Diego.

William Umberson
San Diego, Calif.

Mytilini event

Editor,
On November 21 and 22, my wife and

I attended the 86th anniversary celebration
of the reunification of the island of Mytilini
with Greece. The event was held at the Uni-
versity of Connecticut.

There is a reason why, in the ancient
world, both the Hebrew and the Greek
peoples burned the sacrifices they offered.
They were not simply transporting them
to the heavens via the smoke and flame in
some magical display. They understood a
fundamental truth about sacrifice, a truth
that has been well-phrased by the psy-
chologist Carl Jung. �If it is to be a true
sacrifice, the gift must be given as if it were
being destroyed.�

In consuming their gifts by fire on the
altar, they literally offered them into eter-
nity. They transformed essential aspects
of their own lives, for as Jung writes in an-
other place, �the act of making a sacrifice
consists in the first place of giving some-
thing which belongs to me� (emphasis
added). The animals that were slaughtered
throughout the ancient world were part
and parcel of the livelihood of the people.
They were the potential food of families,
the substance of their lives. Yet they be-
came invested with a deeper and richer
meaning. They came to symbolize the very
personhood of the individual who was
making the sacrifice.

We, who are the children of the New
Covenant, know that for all the sincerity
of these ancient sacrifices, they fell short
of fulfilling mankind�s need to offer him-
self to his Creator. They were imperfect
from the beginning, even though every calf
and ewe-lamb might be without visible
blemish, even though the sacrificial fire
might consume every particle of the offer-
ing. They were imperfect because they
were only mere shadows of the sacrifice
that our Lord Jesus Christ would make on
Golgotha, where He shed His Divine Blood
for the life and salvation of the world. With-
out coercion, without compulsion, with-
out restraint and without reservation, our
Lord gave up His Holy Body to the
scourges and insults of sinners, to the nails,
the Cross, the lance in His side and to
death. He held nothing back. As He said
through the Prophet Isaiah: �I gave My
back to the smiters, and My cheeks to
them that plucked off the hair; I hid not
My face from shame and spitting� (50:6).

This perfect sacrifice of a perfect of-
fering, an offering of spiritual perfection,
is the basis for the continuing sacrifices

that we make as Orthodox Christians,
through the stewardship of our time, our
talent and our resources.  Our steward-
ship is not tithing. Tithing is a demand of
the first tenth of our resources, an obliga-
tion that was part of the Old Covenant.
But as we cry out in the Divine Liturgy:
�Ta Sa ek Ton Son . . . Thine own of Thine
own do we offer unto Thee, for all and on
behalf of all.� Christians know that every-
thing belongs to God. We can give Him
nothing that He does not already possess.
What we are required to be is thankful,
generous, and cheerful.

Neither is our stewardship a payment
with which to buy something from God.
There is nothing for sale in the Church.
Everything is free. Moreover, God, the Cre-
ator of the everything that is, has no need
of our money, for He is limitless in His
power and might, according to His will.

So why do we give to God? Why do
we give to the Church? Is it not because of
that same need to give something of our-
selves back to God, for all that He has given
to us? And if you look at how people view
their money, not much else seems to be as
held dearly, except spouses and children.

So when we give, let us give as did
our ancestors of body and spirit, and let
us not fall prey to the cunning of Pro-
metheus. You may remember how he
taught humans to hide their gifts from the
gods, by concealing the better portion of
the sacrifice by means of subterfuge. He
taught humans to give with reservation,
to give with manipulation, and ultimately,
to give without love.

Though only a myth, Prometheus still
whispers in our ears. He who stole the
fire from Olympus attempts to steal the
truth of Christian giving when he lures us
away from the meaning of a true sacrifice.
Let us avoid his cunning , and turn a deaf
ear to his whispers. Let us give in the spirit
of Christ, even if we cannot give the sum
total of perfection. Let us give without dar-
ing to judge the worthiness of the recipi-
ent, for when did the Lord ever demand
that we be worthy of His saving love?  Let
us give our gifts away, with no strings at-
tached, and so know the blessedness that
comes from the One Who said, �It is more
blessed to give than to receive.�

The Whispers of Prometheus Beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
At the beginning of this New Year, and in the season

of the Holy Feast of Epiphany, I greet all the faithful of
our Church in the grace and glory of the Lord, Who was
baptized in the River Jordan for our sanctification.

We call the Feast of Epiphany by several names.  We
know it as �the Feast of Lights� and �the Great Blessing
of the Waters.�  These names signify the universal sig-
nificance of this High and Holy Feast of the Lord.

Light and water. These are the elements of nature to
which we often refer when speaking of Epiphany.

These two elements establish the basic conditions
for life, the fundamental needs of all creatures. In the
creation story of Genesis, the Lord begins His mighty
work by calling forth light out of darkness, and by setting

Pastoral Reflections

apart the waters of the deep.  It was over these shimmering waters of creation that�
as the Scriptures say�the Spirit of God hovered, like a mother dove brooding over her
newborn offspring.  And it was over the light and the water that God pronounced His
blessing��it is good.�

In this first day of creation, we see the Holy Trinity at work�
God the Father, who calls all things into being by His own good will,
God the Word, through whom all things were made,
and God the Holy Spirit, who enlivens and enlightens all things.
And ever since that first day of creation, light and water have been the vital ele-

ments for all living things.
In the same way, we again see light and water in the New Creation of God�s

redeeming love in Christ.  For on the day of the Epiphany�the day of Christ�s Baptism
in the Jordan River, and the first day of His public ministry in Judea�we see again a
day of light, a day of revelation, and a day for the setting apart and the sanctifying of the
waters.

In that day the Holy Trinity once again is revealed to us, but in even greater full-
ness and splendor�

God the Father, pronouncing His blessing from heaven on His Beloved Son,
God the Son, through Whom the water of the Jordan, and all water everywhere, is

sanctified,  and God the Holy Spirit, descending once again from Heaven, descending
in the form of a dove, and resting upon the Firstborn of all Creation.

For this reason, we also call this day the Feast of Theophany�the Feast of the
manifestation of God�for on this day, the Triune splendor of the Godhead was re-
vealed for the first time�not only  unto us, but unto the whole cosmos.

And how shall we, as new creatures in Christ, as members of His body through
Baptism�how shall we celebrate this great Feast?

Let us give thanks, first of all, for the light and the water through which God grants
us new life.

Let us walk in the light of Christ�the light of truth, the light of knowledge, the
light of God�s commandments, the light of justice, and the light of unconquerable
faith.

And let us rejoice in the waters of salvation�
the waters of Baptism, in which we receive the washing of regeneration;
the waters of agiasmo, in which we receive strength and healing;
and above all, let us rejoice in the living water of God�s Holy Spirit, manifested

unto us in Epiphany, bestowed upon us in Pentecost, and welling up within us unto life
eternal.

I pray that the joy, the life, the light, and the blessing of the Feast of Epiphany will
truly be yours as you receive the grace and bask in the glory of the Holy Trinity on this
great day.

And may Christ our true God, who condescended to be baptized in the Jordan for
our salvation, shine upon you His true light, and refresh you with His waters of bless-
ing, throughout this New Year, and unto the Ages of Ages.  Amen.

Did You Visit Jesus in Prison?

ÄÄÄ

The church services took place in the
Three Hierarchs Greek Orthodox Chapel,
led by Metropolitan Iakovos of Mytilini.

What impressed us most was the en-
thusiasm on the campus of the appreciation
for their Greek heritage and Greek Studies.
The leadership and members of the Univer-
sity of Greek descent explained how they
built the center and Chapel on donated land
and how their society (i.e. Paideia) is spear-
heading building similar centers at other
Universities.

All their efforts springing from one de-
sire, to maintain and preserve their heritage
and religion in America.

His Excellency was moved when
Paideia�s president, Elias Tomazos, ex-
pressed in simple words how his faith in
God drove him and the society to build the
chapel and center.

We found young people building and
speaking on the need to maintain their Heri-
tage and Orthodox religion, just as our for-
bears handed down to us these past 2,000
years. We witnessed what �faith� can ac-
complish amongst giving individuals.

John J. Albanes
Oyster Bay, N.Y. See LETTERS page 24
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

by Fr. Frank Marangos

Return to: Office of Admissions, 50 Goddard Ave. Brookline MA 02146

Name: _________________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________

City: ______________________ State: _________ Zip: __________

Phone: _________________________________________________

Discover Your Potential

In today�s world it�s nice to find a secure place where you can develop your
potential while working toward a successful career. Hellenic College provides a
close, family atmosphere for students to develop not only their minds, but also
their spirits. You can trust our accredited programs and dedicated faculty to
provide a strong educational foundation for your future. Graduates have the
academic preparation to enter the workforce and the spiritual preparation to
survive in the world. Take a break from the pressure! At Hellenic College you
have the opportunity to discover your full potential.

Hellenic College has Programs in Classics, Elementary Education, Human
Development, and Religious Studies.

 Hellenic College
Discover

Ionian Village is now accepting applications for staff positions for the summer of
1999. Positions are available in the following departments: Aquatics/Lifeguard

(ALS or WSI certification required), Arts and Crafts, Athletics, Infirmary/Nurse
(RN or MD required), Music and Greek Culture, and Orthodox Life.

Applicants must be Orthodox Christians, 21 years of age or older by June 28,
1999, and available to work from June 22 - August 16, 1999.

Application deadline: January 31, 1999.

Please send me an Ionian Village Staff Application.

Name ______________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________

City, State, Zip ______________________________________________

Phone ______________________________________________________

Mail this form to: Ionian Village, 8-10 East 79th Street, New York, NY 10021.
Or contact us at: Phone (212) 570-3534, E-mail ionianvillage@goarch.org

Ionian Village

�The Lord reigneth; let the people
tremble: he sitteth between the cherubims;
let the earth be moved. The Lord is great in
Zion; and he is high above all the people.
Let them praise thy great and terrible name;
for it is holy.

�The king�s strength also loveth judg-
ment; thou dost establish equity, thou
executest judgment and righteousness in
Jacob. Exalt ye the Lord our God, and wor-
ship at his footstool; for he is holy.

The 99th Psalm for the 99th Year
�Exalt the Lord our God, and worship at his holy hill; for the Lord our God is holy.�

Psalm 99:9

Moses and Aaron among his priests,
and Samuel among them that call upon his
name; they called upon the Lord, and he
answered them. He spake unto them in the
cloudy pillar: they kept his testimonies, and
the ordinance that he gave them. Thou
answeredst them, O Lord our God: thou
wast a God that forgavest them, though thou
tookest vengeance of their inventions. Exalt
the Lord our God, and worship at his holy
hill; for the Lord our God is holy.�

I will never forget the early morning live
image of Downtown Baghdad that was
broadcast on television during the very min-
utes that preceded the recent military attack
on Iraq by the United States and Great Brit-
ain.

An Iraqi family was standing at the cor-
ner of a major yet now semi-deserted inter-
section  frantically attempting to flag down
a taxi that would shuttle them to the safety
of their home.

The family had apparently gone out for
the evening unaware of the danger that they
now realized was looming in the thunder-
bolts flashing in the distant sky. During the
next hours and days of delivering informa-
tion about Operation Desert Fox the media
would often re-broadcast the midnight icon
of that desperate Iraqi family!

Perhaps, I thought to myself, the
media�s obsession with this image is not due
to an unhealthy preoccupation with war.
Perhaps, we feel linked to the image of that
family�s vulnerability as it represents the
condition of mankind itself . . . a global fam-
ily standing on the precarious intersection
of a new millennium!

What does the 99th psalm have to say
to the 99th year of the 20th century? What,
if anything, does the 99th hymn of the Psalter
have to offer the contemporary family that
stands at the intersection of a new millen-
nium?

Rather than search the contemporary
highways for the taxis of secular philoso-
phies, technology, economic devices and
politics to speed us to apparent safety the
Orthodox Christian would do well to pause
and reflect upon the wisdom that is found
in the timeless hymns of the Psalter.

But first, what exactly is the Psalter and
how are we to approach its message?

Hippolytos refers to the Psalms as that
which contains �the new doctrine after the
Law given by Moses.�  As such, he insists
that this �new law is the mode of worship
of God by hymns and acclamations.�  Saint
Jerome refers to the Psalter as a �stately
mansion with many magnificent rooms.�
Consequently, he insists that if the faithful
is to experience the splendor of the psalms
he must, �enter with the right key.�  Like
Hippolytos, Jerome suggests that the �great
key� that alone unlocks the door to the man-
sion of the psalms is �the law of worship.�

It should not come as a big surprise
therefore to note that the Psalms are an
important component of Orthodox worship.
The Psalter generally contains hymns of
praise, prayers for assistance, and songs of

faith. Not only are the psalms considered
hymns but also a university of faith as they
contain critical lessons of spiritual life. The
psalms are often referred to as the
�hymnbook of the second temple.� This
designation refers to the use of the Psalter
in the Judaic worship services of the temple
of Jerusalem which was rebuilt in the fifth
century B.C. by the prophet Ezra. Jerome
suggests that like the temple that was once
destroyed and latter rebuilt the soul of a
Christian is often captured and destroyed
within him. As such, the Psalter is used
within Orthodox worship in order to instruct
as to the manner of our spiritual re-construc-
tion!

The 99th Psalm is about spiritual re-
construction . . . a reconstruction that must
begin with the re-constitution of the very
government of our souls!  The psalm is
therefore a hymn that extols the government
of God.  Not as we view government, but
rather, as it really is!  The all embracing les-
son of Psalm 99 is found in the opening
phrase: �The Lord reigns.� While numerous
governments have historically been preoc-
cupied with regional as well as with global
dominance, the wisdom of Holy Scripture
is right in emphasizing that ultimately, it is
GOD who rules and NOT man!

As such, standing at the corner of the
century�s final year, the family of mankind
would benefit from adhering to the three
lessons that psalm 99 outlines, namely, the
extent, nature and proper response to God�s
sovereignty.

God�s government, His lordship, ex-
tends to all. As a result, the sovereignty of
God�s rule is repeated three times in Psalm
99. He is Lord of the nations, Lord of His
people, and Lord of the individual. From the
perspective of the one who authored this
psalm, the Lord who rules is, therefore, the
ONE who rescued His people out of the sla-
very of Egypt.

He is the same ONE who sent His be-
loved Son to rescue the family of mankind
from the eternal effects of sin and death. It
is this God who rules, who �sits enthroned
between the cherubim.� . . . a reference to
the mercy seat on the top of the Ark of the
Covenant which was flanked by two angels.

From the perspective of Ezra who re-
built the Temple of Jerusalem after its dis-
traction by the Babylonians, the enthrone-
ment of God is an important fact. While
David is concerned with the manner in
which God redeemed His people from Egyp-
tian bondage, Ezra is focused on Israel�s
exodus from Babylonian captivity.

While David is concerned with the con-
struction of the first temple, Ezra is focused
on its re-construction. Although the temple
was rebuilt, the second temple lacked one
striking comparison with the original temple
built by Solomon, David�s son. The second
Temple lacked the ark of the covenant!
Whether it had been destroyed with the
original Temple or carried off by enemy
forces, the ark of Moses, which contained
the tablets of the law and the manna, was
never found again.

For Orthodox Christians, the Theo-
tokos, the one who was presented into the
Temple at the age of three and finally gave
birth to Jesus, represents the New Ark. She,
then, is the Ark upon which the Lord sits.
This is why her icon (the Platytera) is located
on the eastern-most apse of Orthodox sanc-
tuaries as she contained the Eternal Word
and Manna. This is why Jesus is often de-
picted as sitting in her lap.  Because He alone
reigns. He is sovereign. He is King!

See RELIGIOUS EDUCATION page 24
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RETIRED CLERGY

Three clergymen lay dying in a hospi-
tal. They happened to have the same doc-
tor, a compassionate man who went up to
each minister and asked what his last wish
would be. The first, a Roman Catholic priest,
murmured, �To see another priest and make
my last confession.�

Did You Hear the One About ….?

By Fr Nicholas L. Vieron

The doctor assured him he would ar-
range it, and moved on to his second pa-
tient - a Protestant minister. His wish, �To
have my family gather around me
once more before I die.�

The third patient was a
Greek Orthodox priest. �And
what is your wish, Father?�
the doctor asked.

�My wish,� came the
weak reply, �is to get a sec-
ond opinion. I want to see
another doctor!�

We all know that the
blessed time will come for all
of us, with or without a �second
opinion.� However, until then, we
shall, God willing, enjoy our autumn years.
But, in order to do that we must try to keep
our brain and our body active. What we say
here applies not only to the retiree but to all
age groups. The earlier one gets started in
exercising all his faculties the better it will
be.

Physical exercise need not be strenu-
ous. A little walking several times a week is
far better than sitting around doing nothing.

Retirement should be looked upon as
a new beginning, rather than an ending - a
time to explore everything the world has to
offer. The right attitude is  the key to enjoy-
ing the retirement years.

Terry Rohe, correspondent on aging for
ABC-TV, gives  us a �Decalogue� on Mature
Living. A few of his �commandments� are:

� Thou shalt make plans. Be bold, be
daring. Take up a new hobby; try an evening
course at a local community college. Get
active in your neighborhood - anything that
keeps body and mind clear.

� Thou shalt write at least one cheerful
letter to someone every week. Remember,
it takes two minutes to become a highlight
of someone else�s day, and sharing your
thoughts makes  YOU feel better. Why not
write to The RCA Epistle - that way you�ll be
�writing� to many.  (Write to me. I am the
editor, you know? I just love that title!)

� Thou shalt laugh often and deeply.
Laughing is not only good for the heart; it
also reminds others that you still have a
sense of humor and your company will be
sought after. No one likes to be with some-
one who constantly has �moutra!�

� Thou shall travel. There is no time
like the present to see new sights or visit
family and friends. Many travel companies
even offer special programs for mature trav-
elers, like the Hilton Senior Honors.

� Thou shalt look at the brighter side.
Be optimistic. Remember, aging is a posi-
tive life experience. Being cheerful contrib-
utes to one�s good health.

� Thou shalt think big thoughts and en-
joy small pleasures. Who says you can�t

write that �Great American Novel� or, in our
case, �The Great Greek Novel� or...�The
Great Orthodox Experience?� And in the
meantime, take time to smell the roses?

� Thou shall wear out rather than rust
out. Spend  time creating new memories
rather than dwelling on the past. In other
words, stay active. Staying active doesn�t
mean that we have to travel to Australia and
serve the church there as retiree Fr George
Kalpaxis, at 80, has done. Nor do we have
to emulate another 80-year-old, Fr George
Papadeas, who �fills-in� at parishes all over

the country, or, a  Presbytera Sultana
Volaitis who does some of her art

work in Italy, or establish a new
community, as Fr John A.
Limberakis did. We can re-
main active in more simple
ways, close to home.

� Thou shall make a list
of 20 things you�ve always
wanted to do and do

them...one at a time. Too of-
ten we put things off due to a

lack of time. We should consider
retirement an invitation to finally make

our dreams a reality.
Remember, aging is as much a state of

mind as a physical process. By keeping these
�commandments� in mind, we can be sure
to make the most of our retirement years.

Write to RCA Epistle editor, Fr Vieron,
Pastor Emeritus of Annunciation Church,
573 N. Highland, Memphis, TN 38122 - or
leave a message at (901) 323-9530.

W E  G I V E  Y O U  T H E  W O R L D

FORT MYERS, Fla. � Fr. Arthur K.
Kontinos announced his retirement after 22
years� service  as pastor and protopresbyter
of Annunciation of the Virgin Mary Church,
which he helped establish.

Serving in the priesthood for over 45
years, Fr. Arthur�s permanent pastoral ap-
pointment to Southwest Florida came in
October 1976. The appointment brought the
responsibility of overseeing the construction
of the region�s first Greek Orthodox church.

With a pastoral career beginning Aug.
23, 1953, the date of his ordination, Fr.
Arthur was instrumental in the lives of thou-
sands of Greek Orthodox parishioners.

He led three separate Greek Orthodox
communities (Arlington, Mass., Aliquippa,
Pa., and Fort Myers), helping them to build
new churches, and eventually retire their
mortgages and establish other parish orga-
nizations and programs.

Under Fr. Arthur�s guidance, the Fort
Myers parish to grew from temporary quar-
ters to the construction (1979), consecra-
tion (1993), eventual mortgage burning and
purchase of property for future expansion.
The parish hall, adjoining the church, was
built in 1982 and was recently dedicated and
named in his honor.

Fr. Kontinos plans to stay in Fort Myers
after his retirement. He will pursue his inter-
ests of golf and reading and spend more time
with his wife, three children and grandchild.

Southwest Florida�s First
Parish Priest Retires
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PhiloptochosThe Voice of

The 34 member multi-ethnic Philo-
ptochos of St. Haralambos in Peoria, Arizona
have teamed up with their sister Philo-
ptochos chapters of the Holy Trinity Cathe-
dral in Phoenix, the Assumption in Scottsdale
and St. Katherine in Chandler, for a first-time
Walk-A-Thon fundraiser to be held on Janu-
ary 9 in Phoenix. � Our chapter is small, but
not the smallest,� says Treasurer Mary A.
Manos, of the Peoria chapter, �We have a
very nice energetic group.�

Always current with their Diocesan and
National Philoptochos commitments, the
Peoria chapter was granted a charter in 1995.
Previously a ladies social organization which
extensively helped their church, this  new
Philoptochos chapter, whose president is
Angeline Pappas, is in the big leagues with
aid for the victims of Hurricane Mitchell and
other local charitable contributions.  The
Philoptochos president of Holy Trinity Ca-
thedral in Phoenix is Judi Ganos, of St.
Katherine in Chandler, Elaine Perparos, in
The Assumption chusrch in Scottsdale,
Harriet Georgopapadakos

The forthcoming Walk-A-Thon pro-
ceeds will go toward the remodeling of the
the kitchen facilities of the Whole Life Shel-
ter Center in Phoenix, which offers emer-
gency shelter, interim housing, medical care
and professional assistance to the homeless,
particularly families, with the goal of return-
ing them to mainstream society intact.

Large In Spirit: A r i z o n a

Please send us pictures to show events
and people you write about. The best

are close-ups as well as larger views, so
we can really see Who and What!

National Philoptochos Office, 145 East
74th Street, New York, NY, 10021

PICTURES!!

Athough the shelter is not an Orthodox in-
stitution there is a small Orthodox chapel
on the grounds served by a retired Russian
Orthodox priest.

More to follow on how a good idea
brought a Pan-Orthodox group working in
the Phoenix Valley toward OCMC goals to-
gether with these four Philoptochos chapers
in this Walk-A-Thon, a philanthropy which
has succeded in establishing a strong Or-
thodox presence in the Phoenix Valley area.

 Theo Nikolakis, Director of Internet
Ministries will introduce the exciting new
National Philoptochos page on the Arch-
diocesan website... another place to keep
in touch with the Orthdox Observer�s new
The Voice of Philoptochos, History, Mem-
bers, Programs, News and much more in
the making.

Be on the lookout in �99!

T he wreath-decorated gates
and doorways of The Saint
Basil Academy in Garrison,

N.Y. were open to warmly welcome approxi-
mately 150 guests from New York, New Jer-
sey, to the annual Christmas Party on De-
cember 17. The Great Hall was all gold and
red and bright with the light of flickering
candles everywhere; a mound of gifts wait-
ing to be opened reflected a Christmas tree
glowing with bright red ornaments and
lights. At 10:30 AM, guests, faculty and chil-
dren were gathered in the chapel; a warm
and joyful day had begun.

 All 21 children of the Academy (there
are now 22) participated in the Christmas
Pageant. Among those in the audience were
His Eminence Archbishop Spyridon, Gen-
eral Director of the Academy Father
Constantine L. Sitaras, Assistant Director
Aspasia Magrini, Board of Trustees President
Dr. Steven Gounardes, National Philo-
ptochos President Mrs. Eve Condakes and
Philoptochos National Board members, rep-
resentatives of Daughters of Penelope and
AHEPA.

 Among those who coordinated, do-
nated foods to and assisted in the excellent
fast-day luncheon served in the brightly

St. Basil�s Academy: A Day Of Joy

�There was a very positive response
from a beautiful crowd,� Chairwomen
Aphrodite Skeadas and Anne Gustave said of
the approximately 350 international art lov-
ers and patrons and National Philoptochos
committee members who attended the el-
egant cocktail reception which opened The
Third Annual International Art Exhibition.
Held under his High Patronage,  His Emi-
nence Archbishop Spyridon blessed the ex-
hibit for the third year running  and spoke his
wholehearted support saying, �...the best art
is an expression of love. ...The icons included
in this exhibition are an expression of wis-
dom, holiness, truth and love for God.�.

Following-up the New Tradition
During the reception Margo and John

Catsimatidis matched the $2500.00 dona-
tion of the Grand Benefactor The Atlantic
Bank and the total of this year�s generous
underwriting is estimated to have surpassed
that of last year.   Greek hors d�oeuvres and
wines were donated by Steve and Jerry
Makris of Fantis Foods and Mr.Likitsakos of
Nature�s Gifts in New York.

The National Philoptochos looks forward
to your attendance of the Fourth International
Art Exhibition in 1999 either in person or by
signing on to the Voice Of The Philoptochos
webpage of the Archdiocesan website if
you�re too far away to come in person.

AT ART Exhibition - (l to r) His Eminence, Eve Condakes, Aphrodite Skeadas, Anne Gustave
and Yannis Amoryanos.

decorated and candlelit Dining Room, were
president of the New Jersey Diocese
Philoptochos, Aspasia Melis, The Metropoli-
tan Diocese of New York, National Board
members Georgia Vlitas, Mrs. Carol Contos,
Kalli Tsitsipas and her Philoptochos chapter
of Holy Trinity Church in Bridgeport,
Connecticut,the National Chairman of the
Vasilopita Chrysoula Tomaras, from the
Philoptochos chapter of St. Nicholas in St.
Louis, Missouri, Mr. And Mrs. Georgia
Kaloidis, Fantis Foods, and the Philoptochos
chapter of The Ascension Church in
Fairview, New Jersey.

 His Eminence Archbishop Spyridon in-
fused the reception following the luncheon
with warmth and lively communication with
all the children as he distributed their gifts.
The National Philoptochos Sisterhood of The
Saint Basil Academy presented the school with
refrigerators, dishwashers, washing machines
and dryers, a commercial toaster and a televi-
sion satellite dishes. Amongst the many par-
ishes fulfilling the gift wish-list were those in
New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Con-
necticut and Missouri, to name some.

 �It was a beautiful day,� said Father
Constantine L. Sitaras, �the children really
experienced the joy of Christmas.�

Not losing any time, Helen Lambros, a
member of the Philoptochos at both St.
Sophia Cathedral in Los Angeles, and St. An-
thony in Pasadena, California, is moving on
the new top priority, bringing young women
into the positive sphere of the Philoptochos.
And she has some great ideas.

Founding the program �Family and So-
ciety� eight years ago in order to bring
awareness to problems of
single parenting, divorce,
the aged, and interfaith mar-
riages in the Greek Ortho-
dox community, Mrs. Lambros was inspired
to give special attention to interfaith spouses
by developing ways to help them feel com-
fortable and welcome in the community.
She began activating chapters by a series of
letters containing specific suggestions to this
end,  Mrs Lambros suggests from her expe-
rience that the time has come when the fac-
tors involved in  welcoming those of inter-
faith marriages into the church community
can be guided in a systematic way by a spe-
cial board position in each Philoptochos
chapter devoted to the accomplishment of
that mission.

A recipient of the 1998 Humanitarian
Award from the Board of Directors of the

Chapters In California Rapidly Build Support
to Bring Young Women into Philoptochos

San Francisco Diocese Folk Dance Festival,
Mrs. Lambros is Chairman of the Board of
Trustees for the Patriarch Athenagoras Or-
thodox Institute at Berkeley since 1991.  Mrs.
Lambros says that her life is one of �cultivat-
ing young people of our faith�.  Her �favorite
mission,� �networking with, discovering and
bringing to public attention young Greek art-
ists in all the performing arts and creating

events to showcase their tal-
ents� through writing, direct-
ing and producing musicals
and a multitude of other

projects.   All this has sharpened her percep-
tions and deepened her understanding of the
need of young people �to be a part of things.�
This, she feels, applies directly to what is
needed by young individuals and couples
who are newcomers to a community, to the
Church, or both.

Among the Philoptochos members and
their spouses who have been of assistance
in the interfaith program are Philoptochos
President Sophie Mastor, Presbytera Maria
Bakas, National Board Member Lenore
Trigonas,  Mary and Chase Morrison, Dina
and Phillip Hawkey, and Aileen Preonas, three
of whom are spouses in  interfaith marriages
and/or converts to Greek Orthodoxy.

THANK YOU

Dear Philoptochos:
�Saying �thank you� can be a casual

way of expressing gratitude, but often, as
now, there is a great deal more behind that

 Editor�s Note: By granting the Na-
tional Philoptochos our own voice in the
Orthodox Observer, Archbishop Spyridon
is helping us develop a wonderful means
of communicating thoughts, projects,
plans, and, well, everything through the im-
mediacy of the Archdiocesan newspaper.

Now readers will be up-to-the minute
on Philoptochos projects, results, plans all
the news. Keep in mind that ideas are the
beginning of great accomplishments, so
share them with us all by writing in. We�re
eager to hear everything you�d like to say.

Write to us...

Write to us...

phrase...,� writes a deeply grateful recipi-
ent of Philoptochos assistance. Unjustly
and illegally evicted from their apartment
due to landlord discrimination regarding
medical care required for a terminally ill
grandparent, a family of six faced an emer-
gency housing crisis. The young mother,
falling on the the building�s unrepaired
steps during the eviction process suffered
multiple leg fractures.

Not only did the Philoptochos provide
emergency housing for the family, but des-
perately needed emotional support by �tak-
ing time to talk to me when I needed a
friend. May God bless you always and give
you all the protection and security you have
given to others...always.�

Name witheld
Staten Island, NY

Stories by
Vicki James Yiannias

PHILOPTOCHOS - National Philoptochos President Eve Condakes, and other members
and supporters of St. Basil Academy with Archbishop Spyridon.          (D. Panagos photo)
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South Floridians
Hold Many Events

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. � Representa-
tives of nine parishes that comprise the South
Florida Conference recently convened to dis-
cuss a number of programs taking place in
the region during this ecclesiastical year.

Participants came from the following
parishes: Annunciation Church, North Miami;
St. Andrew�s, Kendall; St. Catherine, W. Palm
Beach; St. Demetrios, Ft. Lauderdale; St.
George, Hollywood; St. Katherine, Naples;
St. Mark, Boca Raton; St. Nicholas, Fort
Pierce; and St. Sophia Cathedral, Miami.

Conference Vicar Fr. Christopher
Metropulos organized the meeting on be-
half of Bishop Alexios. During the confer-
ence in late October, His Grace also dedi-
cated the newly built Radio Production Cen-
ter where the Orthodox radio program
�Come Receive the Light originates.�

In early November, Goyans of the South
Florida District held a retreat in Vero Beach
led by Fr. James Gavrilos of St. Mark in Boca
Raton.

Goyans held their annual Conference
Soccer Tournament on Nov. 28, hosted by
the St. Andrew Goyans of Kendall.

On Dec. 19, the Goyans took part in a
social ministry project to held the area�s less
fortunate individuals and families.

Sunday school teachers of St. Sophia
Cathedral in Miami held a seminar on Nov.
21 with Elaine Michaels, Sunday school di-
rector of Holy Trinity Cathedral in Charlotte,
N.C., as the speaker.

Fr. Metropulos led a discussion of
young adults at their conference in late No-
vember on �Why Satan should fear us rather
than we fear Satan.�

Most recently, the Conference spon-
sored the Epiphany celebration and Cross
diving on Jan. 9 at St. Catherine parish in
West Palm Beach, which was officiated by
Bishop Alexios and coordinated by Fr. An-
drew Maginas, Chairman Gus Kondo-
daskalakis and Marina Petros, parish coun-
cil president.

ASTORIA, N.Y.� St. Demetrios Greek-
American School is preparing its students
for the high-tech challenges of the new mil-
lennium with the purchase of new personal
computers that will be used by the school�s
more than 600 students.

The brand-new-state-of-the-art comput-
ers, which replace older models, were pur-
chased by the PTA with funds raised during
the year.

�Computer literacy is the key to the fu-
ture success of our youth and is one of our
priorities,� said Constantine M. Rizopoulos,
supervising principal. �We are proud to offer
our students this valuable resource and we�re
grateful to the parents who have provided us
with the funds to enable us to do so.�

The system is networked and will have
Internet access. Within the past year, St.
Demetrios has hired two computer teachers.

�Under the leadership of Betsy Sideris
and Cally Hartofillis, immediate past presi-
dents, the PTA worked hard to raise the
funds for this essential purchase,� said
Stamatiki Valiotis, PTA president. �We hope
we can continue to count on everyone�s
support as we strive to provide our admin-
istrators with the resources to continually
improve the quality of our children�s edu-
cation.� The PTA is currently engaged in its
annual chocolate sale which last year raised
more than $15,000.

Astoria School Gets
New Computers

SAN FRANCISCO � The Greek Ortho-
dox Folk Dance and Choral Festival Board
of Trustees of the San Francisco Diocese has
scheduled the FDF on Feb. 11-14 at the Air-
port Marriott hotel in Ontario, Calif.

Registration packet information can be
found on the website www.greece.org/and
is being mailed to all former participants.

Peter E. Preovolos, FDF Board of Trust-
ees chairman announced that the board will
introduce a new program this year - the FDF
Hall of Fame.

This program will acknowledge the
work of countless hundreds of individuals
who have contributed time, creativity or
experience to the spiritual and cultural edu-
cation of the children and young adults of
the Greek Orthodox Church.

�During the past 23 years, the board
has witnessed the development of youth and
young adults along with the tremendous
growth of the program,� commented Dr.
Alexander Sparkuhl, Hall of Fame program
chairman.�As a result, the board decided the
time has come to honor the efforts of the
clergy and lay persons who have made the
FDF Ministry what it is today.

�The board has established the follow-
ing categories into which individuals, all of
whom will symbolize the best that our or-
ganization has to offer, may be nominated:
parent, priest, director, manager, judge,
youth advisor, and dancer.� Charlie Kyria-
cou, FDF operations officer, adds.

Candidates for the Hall of Fame will be
elected from the entire Diocese. Each par-
ish is requested to select individuals who
are thought to deserve special recognition
for their work on behalf of the FDF from the
designated categories.�

Peter Preovolos, FDF chairman stated
that �the first inductees to be honored into
the Hall of Fame shall consist of those indi-
viduals who made up the junior Parish Coun-
cil of St. Spyridon in San Diego that was in-
strumental in the structuring of the Folk
Dance Festival during its first years and were
the original signatories to the first official-
by-laws.� The induction ceremony is cur-
rently scheduled to take place at the con-
clusion of the Cultural Night/Sweepstakes
performances.

�This year�s Choral Competition has
been expanded,� said Bill Bobolis,� Groups
participating in the dance competition will
have the option of performing a brief choral
set immediately following their semi-final
round of competition. The choral perfor-
mance is to be no longer than seven min-
utes in length and a separate room will be
designated for these performances.�

This is the introductory year for the ex-
panded choral competition and will not af-
fect the dance teams scores. The choral
groups will be judged and will be eligible
for separate choral awards. The selections
may be performed acappella or with an ac-
companist. For FDF 2000, however, the
choral competition will become part of the
overall score for the competition. Groups
that feel they are not able to perform in the
choral competition in 1999 may petition in
writing to be excluded in this year�s choral
competition. For more information, contact
Bill Bobolis, FDF Board of Trustees director,
choral affairs at (916)-791-7816.  Mr. Bobolis
will also provide sheet music upon request.

Questions regarding the festival should
be directed to the FDF Help Line at: (888)
FDF-YOUTH (888-333-9688).

For more information, Please Call Rose
Kamages Hunter (415) 543-0707.

Folk Dance Festival
Set for February

Sunday school kids at Sts. Constantine and Helen Church in Palos Hills, Ill., recently built
a replica of their church as part of the parish�s 90th anniversary this year. The community
will hold a celebration in may with special services, exhibits and a dinner.

BALTIMORE � On Super Bowl Sunday,
Jan. 31, International Orthodox Christian
Charities, the humanitarian aid organization
of Orthodox Christians, invites Orthodox
youth to participate in the �Souper Bowl� -
a Sunday of Caring. The �Souper Bowl of
Caring� is a simple yet significant effort of
caring and unity that encourages fans every-
where to team-up for a different sort of victory.

The concept is truly simple. As parish-
ioners leave worship on Super Bowl Sun-
day (or the closest day possible), they are
invited to give $1 and one canned good each
to help hungry and hurting people in their
communities. Young people standing at
sanctuary exits receive the donations in soup
caldrons.

Orthodox youth are encouraged to
work with their priests and youth leaders to
identify local organizations or initiatives of
the parish that serve the hungry and deliver
the canned goods directly to them.

Monetary contributions received dur-
ing �Souper Bowl� Sunday are then sent to
an organization selected by the youth to-
gether with their leaders and parish priest.
As the humanitarian aid organization of Or-
thodox Christians, IOCC hopes that the
Orthodox youth groups will remember the
hungry and those in need who are served
overseas through IOCC when designating
the monetary contributions received on
�Souper Bowl� Sunday.

The 1998 Souper Bowl of Caring saw
more than 8,500 parishes representing all

IOCC Invites Youth to Participate
in �Souper Bowl of Caring�

denominations team up to raise $1.7 mil-
lion to care for hurting and hungry people
around the world. �Imagine the impact this
simple act can have on both the local com-
munity as well as those in need overseas,�
said IOCC Executive Director Constantine
Triantafilou.

Call IOCC for a �Souper Bowl� Packet
or visit the IOCC website at www.iocc.org
for more information (including a ready-to-
print flyer). Join the team and get ready for
game-day. No advance sign up is required.
Parishes simply advertise the effort, an-
nounce and receive the offering on Jan. 31.

The Souper Bowl of Caring began with
the young people of Spring Valley Presbyte-
rian Church and their associate pastor, Rev.
Brad Smith, who launched a citywide effort
in 1990. That year 22 churches raised
$5,700. An aggregate of over $4.5 million
has been raised on �Souper Bowl� Sundays
since that time.

As participants in a national effort that
will be joined by thousands of parishes
across North America, the organizers have
asked that participating parishes report the
total they have raised to the central �Souper
Bowl� headquarters by visiting their website
at www.souperbowl.com or by calling 1-
800-358-SOUP on Jan. 31.

Contact: Mark Hodde International
Orthodox Christian Charities 711 W. 40th
St., Suite 306 Baltimore, MD 21211 Tel:
(410) 243 9820

Fax  (410) 243 9824 E-mail: iocc@igc.apc.org

PTA PURCHASES STATE-OF-THE-ART PCS FOR PRE-K-12

CHICAGO � The 16th annual Chicago
Diocese Young Adult League Conference will
take place Feb. 12-15 at the O�Hare Marriott,
8535 W. Higgins Road.

Diocese young adults and those from
other dioceses will gather for a spiritual and
social weekend.

Theme for this conference will be: �The
Truth, The Whole Truth, And Nothing But
The Truth.�

Conference registration fees are $80 for
singles or $125 for married couples, if post-
marked by Jan. 22,  or $100 for singles or
$155 for married couples if postmarked from
Jan. 23 to Feb. 5.

Mail the registration fee with check
payable to: 16th Annual Diocese of Chicago
YAL Conference, P.O. Box 4793, Skokie, IL

Chicago Diocese YAL Conference Set Feb. 12-15
60076-4793

Walk-in registration fees (cash or
money order only), after Feb. 5, will be are
$120 for singles or $190 for married couples.
Walk-ins will be accepted only on a space
available basis until noon, Saturday, Feb. 13.

Special YAL room rate is $79 for single/
double/ triple/quad occupancy. For  room res-
ervations, call (773) 693-4444 or 1 (800) 228-
9290 by February 1, 1999 and ask for the
�Greek Orthodox Young Adult League� rate.
These YAL rates are available from Wednes-
day, Feb. 10, through Tuesday, Feb. 16.

Call the special conference Voice Mail
Hotline  with questions at : (888)-GOYAL-99
or  E-mail questions to: YALChicago@aol.com

Attendees must be 18 years or older.
Verification of age/photo ID is required.
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Ê áñðïöüñá êáé éóôïñéêÞ ÷áñáêôçñßóôçêå
ç óõíÜíôçóç ðïõ ðñáãìáôïðïéÞèçêå
óôï ÖáíÜñé ôçí Ôñßôç 12 Éáíïõáñßïõ. «Ïé

êáñðïß ôçò óçìåñéíÞò ìáò óõíÜíôçóçò èá ðëïõ-
ôßóïõí ôçí æùÞ êáé ôçí äéáêïíßá, êëÞñïõ êáé ëáïý
ãéá ðïëëÜ ðïëëÜ ÷ñüíéá», äÞëùóå ï Óåâ. Áñ÷éåðß-
óêïðïò ÁìåñéêÞò ê. Óðõñßäùí.

Ï Ðáíáãéüôáôïò êáé ç Áãßá êáé ÉåñÜ Óýíïäïò
ôïõ Ïéêïõìåíéêïý Ðáôñéáñ÷åßïõ Êùíóôáíôé-
íïõðüëåùò äÝ÷èçêáí ôïí Óåâ. Áñ÷éåðßóêïðï
ÁìåñéêÞò ê. Óðõñßäùí êáé ôïõò Ìçôñïðïëßôåò ôçò
ÉåñÜò Åðáñ÷éáêÞò Óõíüäïõ óôï ÖáíÜñé óå êïéíÞ
óõíïäéêÞ óõíåäñßáóç ðïõ îåêßíçóå óôéò 10 ôï ðñùß
êáé åêôüò áðü Ýíá óýíôïìï äéÜëåéììá, óõíå÷ßóôçêå
Ýùò ôéò 3 ôï áðüãåõìá.

Ôá áðïôåëÝóìáôá ôçò óõíÜíôçóçò óçìáôï-
äïôïýí ìéá íÝá ðïñåßá åíüôçôáò, óýìðíïéáò êáé
áäåëöïóýíçò ãéá ôçí ÉåñÜ Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞ ÁìåñéêÞò.

Á ìÝóùò ìåôÜ ôçí åðéóôñïöÞ ôïõ óôéò
ÇíùìÝíåò Ðïëéôåßåò ôçí åðïìÝíç, ï
Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò åôïéìÜæåé ôçí óýãêëçóç

ôçò ÉåñÜò Åðáñ÷éáêÞò Óõíüäïõ ðñßí ôï ôÝëïò áõôïý
ôïõ ìÞíá, þóôå íá îåêéíÞóåé ç äéáäéêáóßá ðëÞñùóçò
ôùí ÷çñåõïõóþí Åðéóêïðþí ÍÝáò ÕåñóÝçò,
ÁôëÜíôáò êáé Íôéôñüéô. Ç äéáäéêáóßá áõôÞ ðïõ
êáôáëÞãåé ìå ôçí åêëïãÞ Åðéóêüðùí áðü ôçí Áãßá
êáé ÉåñÜ Óýíïäï ôïõ Ïéêïõìåíéêïý Ðáôñéáñ÷åßïõ
áíáìÝíåôáé íá ïëïêëçñùèåß óôï Üìåóï ìÝëëïí.

Ôçí ðáñáìïíÞ ôçò óõíÜíôçóçò óôï ÖáíÜñé ï
Óåâáóìéüôáôïò Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò ê. Óðõñßäùí êáé ôá
ìÝëç ôçò ÉåñÜò Åðáñ÷éáêÞò Óõíüäïõ ðáñáêÜèçóáí
óå äåßðíï, ðñïóêåêëçìÝíïé ôïõ Ïéêïõìåíéêïý
Ðáôñéáñ÷åßïõ ðïõ äüèçêå áðü ôïõò Ìçôñïðïëßôåò
Óåëåõêßáò Êýñéëëï êáé Ìýñùí ×ñõóüóôïìï.

ÌåôÜ ôï ôÝëïò ôçò ðïëýùñçò óõíÜíôçóçò ç
Áñ÷éãñáììáôåßá ôçò Áãßáò êáé ÉåñÜò Óõíüäïõ ôïõ
Ïéêïõìåíéêïý Ðáôñéáñ÷åßïõ åîÝäùóå ôï áêüëïõèï
áíáêïéíùèÝí:

ÁÍÁÊÏÉÍÙÈÅÍ
Óõí̀çëèåí [åí Öáíáñß~ù, [åí ôï¡éò Ðáôñéáñ÷åßïéò,

ô~ç̀ 12~ç [ Éáíïõáñßïõ 1999, ]ç ] Áãßá êáß ] ÉåñÜ
Óýíïäïò ôï`õ Ï�éêïõìåíéêï`õ Ðáôñéáñ÷åßïõ, ]ç

ÉóôïñéêÞ óõíÜíôçóç ôçò Éåñáñ÷ßáò óôï Ïéêïõìåíéêü Ðáôñéáñ÷åßï
[åäüèçêáí [áìïéâáßùò [åîçãÞóåéò [áðåöáóßóèç
]ïìïöþíùò {ïðùò [åðáíáäñáóôçñéïðïéçè~`ç ]ï
óõíïäéêüò èåóìüò [åí [ Áìåñéê`~ç êáß ôÜ ðÜíôá
ëåéôïõñãï̀õí êáôÜ ôÜò êåéìÝíáò äéáôÜîåéò ồùí
�éåñ`ùí êáíüíùí, ôï`õ ÓõíôÜãìáôïò ô`çò [ Áñ÷é-
åðéóêïð̀çò êáß ồùí ] Ïìïéïìüñöùí Êáíïíéóì̀ùí,
]õðåñÜíù äÝ ðÜíôùí [åí [áìïéâáß~á [áãÜð~ç êáß ôéì~ç̀
êáß ìÝ ôÞí äéÜèåóéí äéáêïíßáò ôï̀õ ðëçñþìáôïò
ồçò [ Áñ÷éåðéóêïð̀çò, [åð� [áãáè~ù̀ ồçò [ Åêêëçóßáò
êáß å�éò äüîáí Èåï̀õ.

[ Áðåöáóßóèç ðñïóÝôé ]ç ôá÷å¡éá ðëÞñùóéò ồùí
÷çñåõïõó̀ùí ôñé̀ùí [ Åðéóêïð̀ùí äé� [ Åðáñ÷éïý÷ùí
[ Åðéóêüðùí, ]ùò êáß ]ç [åðßóðåõóéò ồçò [áíáèåù-
ñÞóåùò ôï̀õ ÓõíôÜãìáôïò ồçò ] Éåñ̀áò [ Áñ÷éåðé-
óêïð̀çò.

Ô~ `ç 12~ç [ Éáíïõáñßïõ 1999.

Ï Óåâ. Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò ÁìåñéêÞò ê. Óðõñßäùí
ìåôÜ ôï ðÝñáò ôçò óõíÜíôçóçò äÞëùóå:

«Åßìáé ðñùôßóôùò êáé êõñßùò åõãíþìùí ðñïò
ôïí Ðáíáãéüôáôï Ïéêïõìåíéêü ÐáôñéÜñ÷ç Âáñèï-
ëïìáßï êáé ôá Éåñüôáôá ìÝëç ôçò Áãßáò êáé ÉåñÜò
Óõíüäïõ ãéá ôçí ðñüóêëçóÞ ôïõò óôï Éåñü êÝíôñï
ôçò ðßóôåþò ìáò, ãéá ôçí áãÜðç ôïõò êáé ôï
áäéáóÜëåõôï åíäéáöÝñïí ôïõò ãéá ôçí ÉåñÜ Áñ÷éåðé-
óêïðÞ ÁìåñéêÞò. ÈÝëù åðßóçò íá åõ÷áñéóôÞóù ôïõò
áäåëöïýò Åðéóêüðïõò, Éåñüôáôïõò Ìçôñïðïëßôåò
ôçò Åðáñ÷éáêÞò Óõíüäïõ, ãéá ôï åí ×ñéóôþ ðíåýìá
óõíåñãáóßáò ðïõ åðÝäåéîáí óôç óçìåñéíÞ ìáò
óõíÜíôçóç.

Å ðáíáâåâáéþèçêå ç ðñïóÞëùóç êáé
áöïóßùóç üëùí ìáò óôçí Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞ
ÁìåñéêÞò êáé óôçí åíüôçôÜ ôçò. ÐñÝðåé

íá ðù üôé ÷ùñßò ôçí óõíÜíôçóç áõôÞ ßóùò äåí èá
õðÞñ÷å ôï ðíåýìá ôï ïðïßï ðñõôáíåýåé áõôÞ ôç
óôéãìÞ óôéò ìåôáîý ôùí Éåñáñ÷þí ó÷Ýóåéò».

ÌÝóá óå êëßìá åõöïñßáò ðïõ ðÞãáæå áðü ôçí
áßóéá Ýêâáóç ôçò óõíÜíôçóçò, ï Ðáíáãéüôáôïò,
ðáñÝèåóå äåßðíï êáôÜ ôç äéÜñêåéá ôïõ ïðïßïõ
÷áñáêôÞñéóå ôçí çìÝñá éóôïñéêÞ êáé åîÝöñáóå ôçí
åëðßäá üôé ôï 1999 èá áðïôåëÝóåé ÷ñïíéÜ ìåãÜëùí
åðéôåõãìÜôùí ãéá ôçí ÉåñÜ Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞ ÁìåñéêÞò.

ÔÁÑÐÏÍ ÓÐÑÉÍÃÊÓ, Öëüñéäá. �
ÅîÞíôá ôÝóóåñéò íÝïé âïýôçîáí öÝôïò óôá
áóõíÞèéóôá êñýá ãéá ôçí Öëüñéäá íåñÜ,
ôïõ êïëðßóêïõ Óðñßíãê Âáãéïý, ôïõ
«åëëçíéêïý» ÷ùñéïý ÔÜñðïí Óðñßíãêò.

×éëéÜäåò êüóìïõ êáôÝêëõóáí ôï
éóôïñéêü ðáñáäïóéáêü ÷ùñéü ôùí
Êáëýìíéùí óöïõããáñÜäùí ãéá íá
ãéïñôÜóïõí ôá ÈåïöÜíåéá.

Ç ðáñÜäïóç ôï èÝëåé, ï Áñ÷éåðß-
óêïðïò ÁìåñéêÞò íá ðñïåîÜñ÷åé ôùí
åïñôáóôéêþí åêäçëþóåùí ôçò ìåãÜëçò
áõôÞò ãéïñôÞò ôçò ×ñéóôéáíïóýíçò, êáé
ôçò ëáìðñüôåñçò ãéïñôÞò ôïõ ÷ñüíïõ
óôçí «ðüëç ôùí Èåïöáíåßùí>.

Ç çìÝñá áõôÞ Ý÷åé ðñïóëÜâåé
ðáíáìåñéêáíéêü ÷áñáêôÞñá óôçí ðå-
ñéï÷Þ, êáé îåðåñíÜ ôá üñéá ôçò Åëëçíïñ-
èüäïîçò êïéíüôçôáò. Ôï åíäéáöÝñïí ôùí
Áìåñéêáíéêþí ÌÝóùí ÅíçìÝñùóçò áðü
ôçí Öëüñéäá Ýùò ôç ÍÝá Õüñêç, åßíáé
Ýêäçëï êáèþò óðåýäïõí íá êáëýøïõí
ìå ïëïóÝëéäá ñåðïñôÜæ êáé öùôï-
ãñáößåò áëëÜ êáé ìå åêôåôáìÝíç ôçëå-
ïðôéêÞ êÜëõøç ôç ìåãÜëç áõôÞ ìÝñá.

Ïé åêäçëþóåéò îåêßíçóáí ìå Èåßá
Ëåéôïõñãßá óôïí Éåñü Íáü ôïõ Áãßïõ
ÍéêïëÜïõ ðáñïõóßá ðïëéôéêþí, ôïðé-
êþí áîéùìáôïý÷ùí êáé ðñïîåíéêþí
áñ÷þí ôçò ÅëëÜäïò. Ç ðïìðÞ îåêéíÜ

Ìïíáäéêüò ï ãéïñôáóìüò ôùí Èåïöáíåßùí óôï ÔÜñðïí Óðñßíãêò

áðü ôïí Íáü êáé ìÝóù ôçò êåíôñéêÞò
ëåùöüñïõ ÔÜñðïí ïäçãåß óôç ëéìíï-
èÜëáóóá ôïõ Óðñßíãê Âáãéïý. Ìéá Üëëïõ
åßäïõò ðáñÝëáóç ôùí ôïðéêþí óõëëüãùí,

ôùí ó÷ïëåßùí êáé ôùí ðáéäéþí ìå ôéò
ðáñáäïóéáêÝò åíäõìáóßåò. Åêåß êïíôÜ
êáñäéï÷ôõðïýí ïé Ýöçâïé ðïõ ìåôÜ áðü
åíüò ÷ñüíïõ ðñïåôïéìáóßá ðñïóâëÝðïõí

óôçí <ôéìÞ êáé ôçí ôý÷ç> íá áíáóýñïõí
ôïí Ôßìéï Óôáõñü.

Åß÷å ðÝóåé ðáãùíéÜ áðü ôï ðñïç-
ãïýìåíï âñÜäõ, äçìéïõñãþíôáò äõóêï-
ëüôåñåò óõíèÞêåò áðü Üëëá ÷ñüíéá.
ÁëëÜ íÜ, ðïõ üôáí Þñèå åêåßíç ç óôéãìÞ
êáé ï Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò ðÞñå èÝóç êïíôÜ
óôï íåñü, ôá 64 ðáéäéÜ âïýôçîáí óôá
êñýá íåñÜ êáé áíÝâçêáí áóìÝíùò óôéò
âÜñêåò Ýôïéìïé ãéá ôçí êáôÜäõóç.

<Åí ÉïñäÜíç âáðôéæïìÝíù óïõ
Êýñéå...> êáé ç äåêáåîÜ÷ñïíç ÊõñéáêÞ
ÃåùñãáêÜêç Üöçóå åëåýèåñï ôï êáôÜ-
ëåõêï ðåñéóôÝñé ðïõ êñáôïýóå ùò ôüôå
óôá ÷Ýñéá ôçò. Óå ëßãåò óôéãìÝò ï
18÷ñïíïò ÔæÝéóïí Êüëìðé óÞêùóå øçëÜ
ôï äåîß ôïõ ÷Ýñé êñáôþíôáò ôïí Ôßìéï
Óôáõñü.

Ï Óåâ. Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò ÁìåñéêÞò ê.
Óðõñßäùí ðïõ Ýæçóå ôá åöçâéêÜ ôïõ
÷ñüíéá óôï ÔÜñðïí Óðñßíãêò, ìßëçóå ãéá
ôçí Ü÷ñïíç êáé äéáñêÞ óçìáóßá ôùí
Èåïöáíåßùí óôç æùÞ ìáò êáé ôçí
áíáæùïãüíçóç ðïõ ôï ¢ãéï Ðíåýìá
ìðïñåß êáé ðáñÝ÷åé óå üëïõò ôïõò
ðéóôïýò. ÅîÝöñáóå åîÜëëïõ ôïí åíèïõ-
óéáóìü êáé ôçí éêáíïðïßçóÞ ôïõ ãéá ôçí
åõêáéñßá íá ãéïñôÜóåé ãéá ìéá áêüìç
öïñÜ ìå ôïí ìïíáäéêü áõôü ôñüðï ôá
ÈåïöÜíåéá.

]ïðïßá [åäÝ÷èç å�éò óõíåñãáóßáí ôÞí ] ÉåñÜí [ Åðáñ÷éáêÞí Óýíïäïí
ồçò ] Éåñ̀áò [ Áñ÷éåðéóêïð̀çò [ Áìåñéềçò, ìÝ [åðß êåöáë̀çò ôüí
Ðñüåäñïí á[õồçò Óåâ. [ Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïí [ Áìåñéềçò ê. Óðõñßäùíá.

ÊáôÜ ôÞí óõíåäñßáí ôáýôçí [åîåôÜóèç äéåîïäéê`ùò ]ç
êáôÜóôáóéò ô`çò [ Åðáñ÷ßáò ôáýôçò ôï`õ Èñüíïõ êáß [áöï`õ

ÌåôÜ áðü Ýíá ÷ñüíï ðñïåôïéìáóßáò, Þñèå ç óôéãìÞ ôçò êáôÜäõóçò, ãéá ôá 64 åëëçíüðïõëá
ôïõ ÔÜñðïí Óðñéíãêò.      (öùô. Äçì. ÐáíÜãïò)
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ôïõ êáè. Ãåùñãßïõ ÌðåìðÞ

Ï ê. Ãåþñãéïò Ó. ÌðåìðÞò åßíáé êáèçãçôÞò
Ðáôñïëïãßáò,óôçí ÈåïëïãéêÞ Ó÷ïëÞ ôïõ Ôéìßïõ Óôáõñïý,
ôçò É. Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò ÁìåñéêÞò.

ÂÁÓÉËÅÉÏÓ Ï ÌÅÃÁÓ
Ï ÉåñÜñ÷çò ôçò Ïñèïäïîßáò êáé ôçò Öéëáíèñùðßáò

¸ íáò áðü ôïõò ìåãáëýôåñïõò êáé óïöüôåñïõò
ÐáôÝñåò ôçò Åêêëçóßáò õðÞñîå áóöáëþò, ï
ÌÝãáò Âáóßëåéïò, ï Üãéïò êáé öéëÜíèñùðïò

Åðßóêïðïò Êáéóáñåßáò. Ïéêåßïò Èåïý êáé ößëïò ôùí
áíèñþðùí ï ÌåãÜëïò Êáððáäüêçò Åðßóêïðïò
áíáäåß÷èçêå êáôÜ ôïí õìíùäü ôçò Åêêëçóßáò ìáò
ðñÜãìáôé, <Ôçò óùöñïóýíçò ï êñáôÞñ, ôï óôüìá ôçò
óïößáò, êáé âÜóéò ôùí äïãìÜôùí...> Ï éåñüò õìíùäüò
ìáò ðáñïôñýíåé íá ìéìçèïýìå, <ôçí ðßóôéí, ôçí æÝóéí,
ôçí ôáðåßíùóéí> ôïõ ÌåãÜëïõ áõôïý Ðáôñüò, äéüôé
áëçèéíÜ ï Üãéïò Âáóßëåéïò åß÷å ðñïéêéóèåß ìå ôéò áñåôÝò
üëùí ôùí áãßùí ìáò, <Ìå ôçí ðñáüôçôá ôïõ

ÌùûóÝùò, ôïí æÞëï ôïõ Çëéïý, ôçí ïìïëïãßá ôïõ
ÐÝôñïõ, ìå ôçí èåïëïãßá ôïõ ÉùÜííïõ...> Ãé� áõôÞ ôçí
ðÜã÷ñõóç æùÞ ôçò Ïñèïäïîßáò êáé ôçò åëåçìïóýíçò,
üôáí åêïéìÞèç ï ÌÝãáò Âáóßëåéïò, ôçí 1ç Éáíïõáñßïõ
379, ÷éëéÜäåò ðéóôþí óõãêåíôñþèçêáí ãéá íá êëÜøïõí
êáé íá ôéìÞóïõí ôïí ðáíÜãéï åðßóêïðï, ôïí óïöü
äéäÜóêáëï, ôïí öéëÜíèñùðï áñ÷éåñÝá, ï ïðïßïò Ýäùóå
ôá ðÜíôá ðñïò äüîáí ôïõ ×ñéóôïý, ãéá ôçí íßêç ôçò
ïñèÞò äïãìáôéêÞò ðßóôåùò êáé ãéá ôçí áíåðéöýëáêôç
êáé èåüäïôç áãÜðç ãéá ôïõò áíèñþðïõò, üëïõò ôïõò
áíèñþðïõò ÷ùñßò êáìéÜ åîáßñåóç. Ãé� áõôü óôçí êçäåßá
ôïõ ðñïóÞëèáí êáé Éïõäáßïé êáé Åèíéêïß, ãéá íá
åêöñÜóïõí ôçí áíåßðùôç åõãíùìïóýíç ôïõò ðñïò ôïí
ôßìéï êáé ðÜíáãíï êëçñéêü ðïõ Þîåñå íá ìåôáôñÝðåé
ôçí Ïñèüäïîç ðßóôç ôïõ óå Ýìðñáêôç ðáíáíèñþðéíç
áãÜðç êáé èõóßá.

Ï ÌÝãáò Âáóßëåéïò ãåííÞèçêå óôçí åîï÷éêÞ
Ýðáõëç ôçò ïéêïãÝíåéáò ôïõ óôç
ÍåïêáéóÜñåéá ôïõ Ðüíôïõ ôï 330 áðü ãïíåßò

åõóåâåßò, ôïí Âáóßëåéï êáé ôçí Åììåëßá, Þôáí ôï äåýôåñï
ðáéäß ìåôÜ ôçí áãßá Ìáêñßíá ìåôáîý åííÝá ðáéäéþí,
ôåóóÜñùí áãïñéþí êáé ðÝíôå êïñéôóéþí. Óôéò öëÝâåò
ôçò ïéêïãÝíåéáò Ýñåå ôï áßìá ìáñôýñùí êáé ïìïëï-
ãçôþí. Ç áãÜðç ôïõ ãéá ôçí ðáéäåßá êáé ôçí ìüñöùóç
Þôáí Ýêäçëç. Ç áíèçñÞ ïéêïíïìéêÞ êáôÜóôáóç êáé ç
áñéóôïêñáôéêÞ ðñïÝëåõóç êáèéóôïýóå ôçí ùñáéüôáôç
áõôÞ ÷ñéóôéáíéêÞ ïéêïãÝíåéá öùò êáé ðáñçãïñéÜ, êáé
ðáñÜäåéãìá êáé äýíáìç ôüóï ãéá ôçí ôïðéêÞ, üóï êáé
ãéá ôçí ÏéêïõìåíéêÞ êáé ÊáèïëéêÞ Åêêëçóßá. Êáé ôá
ôÝóóåñá áäÝñöéá ôßìçóáí ôçí êëÞóç ôïõò. Åêôüò ôïõ
ÌåãÜëïõ Âáóéëåßïõ, ï äåýôåñïò ãéïò Ýãéíå êáé åßíáé
ãíùóôüò ùò ï Üãéïò Ãñçãüñéïò ï Íýóóçò, ï Ýôåñïò ùò
ï ÐÝôñïò Óåâáóôåßáò êáé ï ôÝôáñôïò ãéïò ùò ï ìïíá÷üò
ÍáõêñÜôéïò.

¹ôáí öõóéêü,ãéá ôïí åðßëåêôï ãéü ìéáò ôüóï
åêëåêôÞò ïéêïãÝíåéáò íá ëÜìâáíå ðëáôåéÜ êáé ðïëýìïñöç
ìüñöùóç. ÌåôÜ ôéò âáóéêÝò ôïõ óðïõäÝò óôçí
ÊáéóÜñåéá, ôáîßäåøå óôçí Êùíóôáíôéíïýðïëç êáé óôçí
Áíôéü÷åéá, üðïõ ìáèÞôåõóå ðáñÜ ôïõò ðüäáò ôïõ
ëáìðñïý ñÞôïñïò ôçò åðï÷Þò, ôïõ åðéöáíïýò Ëéâáíßïõ
êáé óðïýäáóå êëáóéêÝò êáé èåôéêÝò åðéóôÞìåò óôçí
ðåñßöçìç êáé ðÜìöùôç ÁèÞíá Ý÷ïíôáò óõììáèçôÝò ôïõ
ôïí Ãñçãüñéï ôïí Èåïëüãï, ôïí åðéóôÞèéï ößëï ôïõ, üðùò
åðßóçò ôïí ìåôÝðåéôá áõôïêñÜôïñá Éïõëéáíü ôïí
ÐáñáâÜôç. Åîáßñåôïé êáé ðñáãìáôéêÜ åðéìåëåßò öïéôçôÝò
ï Âáóßëåéïò êáé ï Ãñçãüñéïò Üöçóáí åðï÷Þ ãéá ôï õøçëü
Þèïò ôïõò êáé ôéò Üñéóôåò ðáíåðéóôçìéáêÝò åðéäüóåéò
ôïõò. Ôá ãåãïíüôá óôçí æùÞ ôïõ Âáóéëåßïõ áêïëïõèïýí
áóôñáðéáßá ôï Ýíá ôï Üëëï. ÅðéóôñïöÞ óôçí ÊáéóÜñåéá,
âÜðôéóìá óôçí þñéìç çëéêßá ôùí ôñéÜíôá ó÷åäüí åôþí,
÷åéñïôïíßá óå äéÜêïíï êáé ðñåóâýôåñï êáé ôá èáõìáóôÜ
åêðáéäåõôéêÜ ôáîßäéá óôçí Áßãõðôï, Óõñßá, Ðáëáéóôßíç
êáé ôçí Ìåóïðïôáìßá. Áêïëïõèåß ç åðéóôñïöÞ ôïõ óôçí
ÊáéóÜñåéá, ç åãêáôÜóôáóÞ ôïõ ìå ôïí ößëï ôïõ Ãñçãüñéï
ôïí Èåïëüãï óôçí ìïíáóôéêÞ êïéíüôçôá ôïõ Ðüíôïõ êáé
ôåëéêÜ ç ÷åéñïôïíßá ôïõ óå Åðßóêïðï Êáéóáñåßáò óôéò 14
Éïõíßïõ 370.

Ì Ýóá óôá åííÝá ÷ñüíéá ôçò åðéóêïðéêÞò ôïõ
äñáóôçñéüôçôáò êáé ðñïóöïñÜò, ï ÌÝãáò
Âáóßëåéïò åñãÜóèçêå Üïêíá êáé äçìéïõñãéêÜ

óå üëïõò ôïõò ôïìåßò ôçò åêêëçóéáóôéêÞò æùÞò.
Áíôéìåôùðßæåé ôï ðñüâëçìá ôïõ Áíôéï÷åéáíïý ó÷ßóìáôïò,
åðéêïéíùíåß ìå ôïõò åðéóêüðïõò ôçò Äýóåùò êáé ìÜëéóôá
ìå ôïí åðßóêïðï Ñþìçò ÄÜìáóï, åñãÜæåôáé êáé áãùíßæåôáé
åíáíôßïí ôùí áéñÝóåùí êáé êáêïäéäáóêáëéþí ôïõ Áñåßïõ,
ôïõ Åõíïìßïõ êáé ôïõ Áðïëéíáñßïõ, õðïóôçñßæåé êáé
äéáêçñýôôåé ôçí ïñèïäïîüôçôá ôïõ Óõìâüëïõ ôçò Íßêáéáò
(325) êáé ðñïåôïéìÜæåé Ýôóé ôçí óýãêëçóç ôçò Äåýôåñçò
ÏéêïõìåíéêÞò Óõíüäïõ óôçí Êùíóôáíôéíïýðïëç (381).
Éäñýåé ôçí ðåñßöçìç <ÂáóéëåéÜäá> êÝíôñï öéëáíèñùðéêþí
éäñõìÜôùí, ðñùôïöáíïýò ãéá üëåò ôéò åðï÷Ýò, õðïóôç-
ñßæåé êáé åíéó÷ýåé ôçí ìïíá÷éêÞ æùÞ, ôüóï ôçí æùÞ óôá
<áóêçôÞñéá> üóï êáé ôçí æùÞ óôá êïéíüâéá, êáé óõããñÜöåé,
óõããñÜöåé, óõããñÜöåé óõíå÷þò. Áíáäåéêíýåôáé óå Ýíá áðü
ôïõò ðëÝïí ðáñáãùãéêïýò êáé äçìéïõñãéêïýò óõããñáöåßò
ôçò áñ÷áßáò Åêêëçóßáò êáé óå Ýíá áðü ôïõò ìåãáëýôåñïõò
÷ñéóôéáíïýò óõããñáöåßò ôçò ðáãêüóìéáò ÷ñéóôéáíéêÞò
éóôïñßáò.

Ôá ãñáðôÜ ôïõ ðåñéëáìâÜíïõí ôï ðåñßöçìï Ýñãï
ãéá ôïí Ìïíá÷éêü âßï, ôá ëåãüìåíá <ÁóêçôéêÜ> ôïõ, ïé
ðåñßöçìåò ïìéëßåò ôïõ óôçí ÅîáÞìåñïí, óôïõò Øáëìïýò,
óôïí ÇóáÀá, ôï ìïíáäéêü êáé åîáéñåôéêü Ýñãï ôïõ <Ðåñß
Áãßïõ Ðíåýìáôïò>, ïé ÐáéäáãùãéêÝò ôïõ åñãáóßåò, üðùò

ôï ðáãêïóìßïõ öÞìçò Ýñãï ôïõ <Ðñïò ôïõ íÝïõò...>, ç
èáõìÜóéá ïìéëßá ôïõ <Åéò ôï ðñüóå÷å óåáõôþ>.
Áêïëïõèïýí ïé ïìéëßåò ðåñß Âáðôßóìáôïò, ðåñß íçóôåßáò
êáé ðåñß ðëåïíåîßáò. Èá ðñïóèÝóïõìå åäþ êáé ôçí
ËåéôïõñãéêÞ ÁíáöïñÜ ôïõ êáé ôá Ýôåñá ëåéôïõñãéêÜ
ôïõ Ýñãá, áëëÜ êáé ôéò 365 åðéóôïëÝò ôïõ, ïé ïðïßåò
Ý÷ïõí äéáóùèåß êáé áðïôåëïýí öùôåéíü ðáñÜäåéãìá,
ãëáöõñüôçôáò, øõ÷éêÞò åõñùóôßáò, åõãÝíåéáò êáé
áðáñÜìéëëçò Ýíèåñìçò ðßóôçò êáé áãÜðçò óôïí ×ñéóôü
êáé óôïí Üíèñùðï. Êáé üëá áõôÜ, ãßíïíôáé áðü
áóèåíéêü, áäýíáìï êáé ëåðôü óþìá ôïõ ìåãÜëïõ
ÉåñÜñ÷ç. Óõíå÷þò Üññùóôïò êáé óõíå÷þò óôï êñåâÜôé
ôïõ ðüíïõ, êáôüñèùóå üëá áõôÜ ìå ôçí áãßá ôïõ øõ÷Þ,
ôçí áäÜìáóôç èÝëçóç ôïõ, ìå ôçí ïëïêëçñùôéêÞ ôïõ
áöïóßùóç óôï Ýñãï ôçò Åêêëçóßáò.

Ï Üãéïò Éåñþíõìïò ôïí êáôçãüñçóå ãéá
õðåñçöÜíåéá... ÁëëÜ õðåñÞöáíïò äåí Þôáí
ï ÌÝãáò Âáóßëåéïò. ¹ôáí äïóìÝíïò áðü-

ëõôá óôï Ýñãï ôçò óùôçñßáò ôùí áíèñþðùí, ãéá ôçí
ïðïßá ï ×ñéóôüò ðÝèáíå. Ï ¢ãéïò Âáóßëåéïò æïýóå
óõíå÷þò ôçí æùÞ ôçò ÷Üñéôïò, ôïõ öùôéóìïý êáé ôçò
èåßáò ìåôáìïñöþóåùò. Óôçí ðåñßöçìç ïìéëßá ôïõ ãéá
ôçí ìÜñôõñá Éïõëßôá êáé ôçí ïìéëßá ôïõ ðåñß
Åõ÷áñéóôßáò, ï ÌÝãáò Âáóßëåéïò åêöñÜæåé ôçí
åõãíùìïóýíç ôïõ ðñïò ôïí Èåü, ó÷ïëéÜæïíôáò ôï
øáëìéêü, <Ôé áíôáðïäþóù ôù Êõñßù ðåñß ðÜíôùí, ùí
áíôáðÝäùêåí çìßí;> (Øáëì 115, 3) êáé áíáöÝñåé ìå
ðçãáßá åõãíùìïóýíç, <Ãéá ìáò ï Èåüò Þëèå áíÜìåóá
óôïõò áíèñþðïõò, äéÜ ôçí êáôáöèáñåßóá óÜñêá, ï
Ëüãïò åãÝíåôï óÜñêá êáé åóêÞíùóåí áíÜìåóá ìáò. Ìå
ôïõò á÷Üñéóôïõò ï åõåñãÝôçò, ï Þëéïò ôçò äéêáéïóýíçò
áíÜìåóá óå áõôïýò ðïõ æïýóáí óôï óêïôÜäé, ï áðáèÞò
óôïí óôáõñüí, óôïí èÜíáôïí ç æùÞ, óôïí Üäç ôï öþò,
ç áíÜóôáóéò äéÜ ôïõò ðåóüíôáò...>.

ÁõôÞ ôçí Üðåéñç áãÜðç ôïõ Èåïý ðñïò ôïí
Üíèñùðï ðñÝðåé íá ôç ìåôáôñÝðïõìå êé åìåßò óå Ýñãá
áãÜðçò êáé èõóßáò êáé ïëïêëçñùôéêÞò ðñïóöïñÜò
óôïí Üíèñùðï. Ï ößëïò ôïõ, ï Üãéïò Ãñçãüñéïò ï
Èåïëüãïò ôïí ðåñéãñÜöåé åðéãñáììáôéêÜ. «Ï ëüãïò
ôïõ Þôáí âñïíôÞ êáé ï âßïò ôïõ óáí áóôñáðÞ». Ç
Åêêëçóßá ôïí <ìáãáëýíåé> óáí ôïí <ïõñáíïöÜíôïñá
ôïõ ×ñéóôïý> êáé <áóôÝñá öùôåéíüí>. Áò åìðíåüìáóôå,
ðÜíôïôå áðü ôï öùò ôçò êáèáãéáóìÝíçò æùÞò ôïõ
êáé áðü ôçí ïëüèåñìç áãÜðç ôçò ðáììáêÜñéóôçò
øõ÷Þò ôïõ.

ÍÝåò ôïìÝò áíáêïßíùóå ï Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò

ÍÅÁ ÕÏÑÊÇ. � Óå ôñßá âáóéêÜ èÝìáôá
áíáöÝñèçêå ï Óåâ. Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò ÁìåñéêÞò
ê. Óðõñßäùí óå ÓõíÝíôåõîç Ôýðïõ ðïõ
óõãêÜëåóå ôçí ÐáñáóêåõÞ 8 Éáíïõáñßïõ, óôçí
É. Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞ. ÐñïóêáëåóìÝíïé ôïõ Óåâá-
óìéïôÜôïõ ðáñåõñÝèçêáí ï ê. ÉùÜííçò
Êáôóéìáôßäçò, ðñüåäñïò ôïõ Áñ÷éåðéóêïðéêïý
Óõìâïõëßïõ, ï Äñ. Áíôþíéïò ËõìðåñÜêçò,
äéïéêçôÞò ôïõ ÔÜãìáôïò ôùí Áñ÷üíôùí êáé ï
ê. ÉùÜííçò ÌáõñïõäÞò, íïìéêüò óýìâïõëïò ôçò
Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò.

Áýîçóç Åóüäùí
Ï Óåâáóìéüôáôïò, ìå ìåãÜëç éêáíïðïßçóç áíáêïßíùóå ôçí ãéá

ôñßôç óõíå÷Þ ÷ñïíéÜ áýîçóç ôùí åóüäùí õðïóôÞñéîçò ôùí Åèíéêþí
Äéáêïíéþí ôçò Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò ÁìåñéêÞò. ÓõãêåêñéìÝíá ãéá ôï Ýôïò
1998 ôá Ýóïäá ôùí êïéíïôéêþí óõíåéóöïñþí Ýöôáóáí ôï ýøïò
ôùí 8,87 åêáôïììõñßùí äïëáñßùí õðåñâáßíïíôáò ôá Ýóïäá ôïõ
ðñïçãïýìåíïõ ïéêïíïìéêïý Ýôïõò êáôÜ 400 ÷éëéÜäåò ðåñßðïõ
äïëÜñéá.

Ï Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò åõ÷áñßóôçóå éäéáßôåñá ôïí åêôåëåóôéêü
äéåõèõíôÞ ôùí Åèíéêþí Äéáêïíéþí ðáíïó. Áñ÷éìáíäñßôç ÃáâñéÞë
ÊáñáìðÞ êáé ôï ðñïóùðéêü ôïõ ôìÞìáôüò ôïõ, ãéá ôéò áêïýñáóôåò
ðñïóðÜèåéÝò ôïõò.

Çãåóßá ôùí 100
Áêïëïýèùò ï Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò ìå ìåãÜëç ÷áñÜ êáé éêáíïðïßçóç

áíáêïßíùóå ôçí áíáäéïñãÜíùóç ôïõ Ðñïéêïäïôéêïý ðñïãñÜììáôïò
<Çãåóßá ôùí 100> ùò îå÷ùñéóôïý åðéêïõñéêïý ïñãáíéóìïý. Ç
<Çãåóßá ôùí 100> ðïõ éäñýèçêå ôï 1984 îåðÝñáóå ôïí áñ÷éêü ôçò
óôü÷ï ðïõ Þôáí ç ðåñéóõëëïãÞ äÝêá åêáôïììõñßùí (10,000,000)
äïëáñßùí, öôÜíïíôáò óÞìåñá ôá óáñÜíôá ó÷åäüí åêáôïììýñéá
(40,000,000) äïëÜñéá.

Ç ðëÞñçò åðïðôåßá ôïõ ÐñïãñÜììáôïò êáé ç äéïéêçôéêÞ ôïõ
äéá÷åßñéóç ìåôáâéâÜóôçêáí óôï íÝï Äéïéêçôéêü Óõìâïýëéï ôïõ
íåïóýóôáôïõ ïñãáíéóìïý. ¼ðùò åß÷å óõìöùíçèåß íùñßôåñá, ôï
Äéïéêçôéêü Óõìâïýëéï ôïõ ðñïçãïýìåíïõ ïñãáíéóìïý èá åßíáé ôï
ðñþôï Äéïéêçôéêü Óõìâïýëéï ôïõ íÝïõ ïñãáíéóìïý, ôïõëÜ÷éóôï
ìÝ÷ñé ôçí ðñþôç åôÞóéá ãåíéêÞ óõíÝëåõóç ôïõ ðïõ åßíáé
ðñïãñáììáôéóìÝíç ãéá ôïí Áðñßëéï.

<Ôï Ðñïéêïäïôéêü áõôü Ðñüãñáììá, èá ðáñáìåßíåé óôá ßäéá
óôéâáñÜ  ÷Ýñéá ôùí ðñïóþðùí ðïõ ìå ôüóç óïößá êáé áöïóßùóç
ôï äéá÷åéñßóèçêáí ôá ôåëåõôáßá ÷ñüíéá> ôüíéóå ï Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò.
Êáé óõíÝ÷éóå åêöñÜæïíôáò éäéáßôåñåò åõ÷áñéóôßåò óôïí ðñüåäñï
ôïõ ðñïãñÜììáôïò ê. Ãåþñãéï Êüêáëç, ôï Äéïéêçôéêü Óõìâïýëéï
ôçò «Çãåóßáò ôùí 100», ôçí ÅêôåëåóôéêÞ ÅðéôñïðÞ ôçò êáé üëá ôá

óôåëÝ÷ç ôïõ æùôéêïý áõôïý ÐñïãñÜììáôïò ôçò
Åêêëçóßáò ìáò, êÜíïíôáò éäéáßôåñç áíáöïñÜ óôïí ê.
ÅììáíïõÞë Æá÷Üñç ãéá ôéò áêïýñáóôåò ðñïóðÜèåéåò ôïõ.

ºäñõìá ãéá ôçí ×Üëêç
<¹ëèå ç óôéãìÞ íá äñáóôçñéïðïéÞóïõìå üëá ôá ìÝóá

ôá ïðïßá ìáò äéáèÝôåé ç ÌåãÜëç ÁìåñéêáíéêÞ ìáò êïéíùíßá
ãéá íá öÝñïõìå óôï ðñïóêÞíéï ôçí éåñÞ õðüèåóç ôçò
åðáíáëåéôïõñãßáò ôçò ÈåïëïãéêÞò Ó÷ïëÞò ôçò ×Üëêçò...ïé
ðïëéôéêïß êáé êõâåñíçôéêïß çãÝôåò ìáò Ý÷ïõí áíôáðïêñéèåß
èåôéêÜ. ÁëëÜ ìðïñïýí êáé ðñÝðåé íá êÜìïõí ðåñéóóüôåñá>
åßðå ï Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò áíáêïéíþíïíôáò ôçí ðñüèåóÞ ôïõ
íá åðéäéþîåé ôç óýóôáóç åíüò áíåîÜñôçôïõ éäñýìáôïò óôéò
ÇíùìÝíåò Ðïëéôåßåò ãéá ôçí ðñïþèçóç ôçò õðüèåóçò ôçò
åðáíáëåéôïõñãßáò êáé ôçò óõíÝ÷éóçò ôçò áðïóôïëÞò ôçò
Ðáôñéáñ÷éêÞò ÈåïëïãéêÞò Ó÷ïëÞò ôçò ×Üëêçò.

Óêïðüò ôïõ éäñýìáôïò áõôïý èá åßíáé íá óõìâÜëåé
óôçí ãåíéêüôåñç ðñïóðÜèåéá ðïõ áíáëáìâÜíåé ç É.
Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞ ãéá ôçí ðïëéôéêÞ, êïéíùíéêÞ, áêáäçìáúêÞ
êáé Üëëç áöýðíéóç ó÷åôéêÜ ìå ôï æÞôçìá ôçò ×Üëêçò.

Ç ÈåïëïãéêÞ Ó÷ïëÞ ôçò ×Üëêçò ðáñáìÝíåé êëåéóôÞ
åäþ êáé ôñéÜíôá ðåñßðïõ ÷ñüíéá. Óôï äéÜóôçìá áõôü, ï
êüóìïò ãíþñéóå ñéæéêÝò áëëáãÝò óôïí ôñüðï áíôáëëáãÞò
ôùí êÜèå åßäïõò ðëçñïöïñéþí. Ç ×Üëêç åßíáé Ýíáò
ðñáãìáôéêüò èçóáõñüò ãéá ôçí Ïñèïäïîßá, Ýíáò
èçóáõñüò ðïõ ðñÝðåé íá ôåèåß óôç äéÜèåóç üëïõ ôïõ
êüóìïõ. Ïé äõíáôüôçôåò ðñïþèçóçò ôùí äéáèñç-
óêåõôéêþí êáé ïéêïõìåíéêþí æçôçìÜôùí ìÝóù ôïõ
ìïíáäéêïý áõôïý åêðáéäåõôéêïý éäñýìáôïò ôçò ×Üëêçò
ðïõ âñßóêåôáé óôï óôáõñïäñüìé ìåôáîý ÁíáôïëÞò êáé
Äýóçò, åßíáé áðåñéüñéóôåò. Ùóôüóï, áõôü ìðïñåß íá
óõìâåß, ìüíï áí ç ÈåïëïãéêÞ Ó÷ïëÞ ôçò ×Üëêçò, ç ïðïßá
öÝñåé ôï üíïìá ôïõ íçóéïý ðÜíù óôï ïðïßï âñßóêåôáé,
ðÜøåé íá åßíáé áðëþò Ýíá íçóß.
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224 pages OF GREEK MUSIC & VIDEO

TEL: (718) 932-8400
(800) GREEK 22

GREEK VIDEO
RECORDS & TAPES
25-50 31st STREET � ASTORIA
NY 11102 � FAX: (718) 932-4911

When in New York, visit our
Greek Music & Video Super-
store, with over 6000 sq ft of
displays, with every CD, Cas-
sette or video in the market
and the lowest prices.

Included in the catalog:
Ü Teleftees Epitihies - All the latest releases of

major Greek singers.
Ü All time favorites - An expanded, 50 page

section with all the songs we love to listen
Ü Children�s Books, and Videos
Ü Alphabetical listings of all Greek

Music & Video
Ü New Video Releases - Dance Videos
NEW RELEASES - Demotika - Nisiotika - Horeftika
- Kritika - Rebetika - Zeibekika - Hasapika -
Tsiftetelia - Instrumental - Pontiaka - Pedika -
Sholika - Palia tragoudia - Classical music -
Soundtracks - Archaea and Byzantine

ALL OF GREEK MUSIC
& VIDEO IN ONE CATALOG

FREE UPON
REQUEST

1999 GENERAL CATALOG

We supply Greek CD�s, cassettes
and videos in consignment to
Churches for their annual festivals,
at very low, special prices. Plealse
call us for more details.

AT UNBELIEVABLY LOW - LOW
FANTASTIC PRICES

ÊÙÍÓÔÁÍÔÉÍÏÕÐÏËÇ (ÁÐÅ - ôïõ
¢ëêç Êïýñêïõëá). � Áðïñßåò ðñïêá-
ëïýí óôï ÖáíÜñé äçìïóéåýìáôá ôïõ
áèçíáúêïý ôýðïõ ðïõ äÞèåí åêèÝôïõí
åðéèõìßåò ôïõ Ïéêïõìåíéêïý Ðáôñéáñ÷åßïõ
óå èÝìáôá üðùò ôï ãñáöåßï ôïõ Ïéêïõ-
ìåíéêïý Ðáôñéáñ÷åßïõ óôçí ÁèÞíá, ôï
ëåãüìåíï èåìÜôùí «íÝùí ÷ùñþí», êáé ôï
ãñáöåßï ôçò Åêêëçóßáò ôçò ÅëëÜäïò óôéò
ÂñõîÝëëåò.

ÂñáäéíÞ åöçìåñßäá ôùí Áèçíþí
Ýãñáøå ôçí ðåñáóìÝíç ÊõñéáêÞ üôé «ôï
ðñüâëçìá (ãýñù áðü ôï ãñáöåßï ôïõ
Ïéêïõìåíéêïý Ðáôñéáñ÷åßïõ óôçí ÁèÞíá)
äçìéïõñãÞèçêå üôáí ï Ïéêïõìåíéêüò
ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò æÞôçóå ï åêðñüóùðüò ôïõ
óôçí ÁèÞíá íá Ý÷åé åéäéêü âÜñïò ìåãáëý-
ôåñï áðü ôï åéäéêü âÜñïò ôïõ ðñïêáèÞ-
ìåíïõ ôçò Åêêëçóßáò ôçò ÅëëÜäïò».

Ï ÷ïíäñïåéäÞò áõôüò éó÷õñéóìüò-
Ýìåéíå ùóôüóï áó÷ïëßáóôïò áðü ôéò
áñìüäéåò õðçñåóßåò ôçò Åêêëçóßáò ôçò
ÅëëÜäïò.

ÁíÜëïãåò áðïñßåò ðñïêáëïýí êáé ôá üóá
áíáöÝñïíôáé óôï ßäéï äçìïóßåõìá ãéá ôï äÞèåí
«áßôçìá ôïõ Öáíáñßïõ íá ìçí ìðïñåß íá
äéïñßóôåé óôéò Ìçôñïðüëåéò ôùí íÝùí ÷ùñþí
Ìçôñïðïëßôåò ÷ùñßò ôçí äéêÞ ôïõ (ôïõ
Öáíáñßïõ) Ýãêñéóç» Ôï êáèåóôþò ôùí «íÝùí
÷ùñþí», ôùí Ìçôñïðüëåùí äçëáäÞ ôçò
Âïñåßïõ ÅëëÜäïò ðñïâëÝðåôå áðü ôïí
Ðáôñéáñ÷éêü Ôüìï ôïõ 1928, ìå ôïí ïðïßï ïé
åðáñ÷ßåò áõôÝò ôïõ Ïéêïõìåíéêïý Ðáôñé-
áñ÷åßïõ ðáñá÷ùñÞèçêáí óôçí ÁõôïêÝöáëç
Åêêëçóßá ôçò ÅëëÜäïò êáé äéïéêïýíôáé «åðéôñï-
ðéêþò» êáé «Ü÷ñéò êáéñïý».

Êáíåßò óôï ÖáíÜñé äåí Ý÷åé æçôÞóåé
ôçí áëëáãÞ áõôïý ôïõ êáèåóôþôïò.

Êáíåßò äåí Ý÷åé åðßóçò æçôÞóåé íá

îåêéíÞóåé ç åðßóêåøç ôïõ Ïéêïõìåíéêïý
ÐáôñéÜñ÷ç óôçí Åêêëçóßá ôçò ÅëëÜäïò,
áðü ôéò íÝåò ÷þñåò, üðùò Ýãñáøå Üëëç
áèçíáúêÞ åöçìåñßäá.

«ÈÝìá» ãýñù áðü ôéò «íÝåò ÷þñåò»
Ýèåóå ç ßäéá ç Åêêëçóßá ôçò ÅëëÜäïò,
ðéåæüìåíç áðü ôïí ëåãüìåíï «íüìï
Ôñßôóç» ãéá ôçí åêêëçóéáóôéêÞ ðåñéïõóßá.
«¸óôåéëå ôüôå (1987) åðßóçìç áíôéðñï-
óùðåßá, -õðü ôçí ðñïåäñßá ôïõ Ìçôñï-
ðïëßôç Öëùñßíçò ê. Áõãïõóôßíïõ, ãéá íá
óõæçôÞóåé ôçí åðéóôñïöÞ ôùí «íÝùí
÷ùñþí» óôçí Üìåóç äéêáéïäïóßá ôïõ
Ïéêïõìåíéêïý Ðáôñéáñ÷åßïõ. Ç ó÷åôéêÞ
åðéôñïðÞ ðïõ óõãêñïôÞèçêå, êáôÝëçîå
óôï óõìðÝñáóìá üôé êÜôé ôÝôïéï Þôáí
ðñáêôéêÜ áíÝöéêôï êáé åéóçãÞèçêå íá
åãêáôáëåéöèåß ç óêÝøç, áí åß÷å ðïôÝ
äéáôõðùèåß óïâáñÜ êáé äåí áðïôåëïýóå
áðëü åëéãìü ôçò Åêêëçóßáò ôçò ÅëëÜäïò.

ÔÝëïò åßíáé ãíùóôü üôé ôï Ïéêïõìåíéêü
Ðáôñéáñ÷åßï äåí áíôéôßèåôï óôçí åêðñï-
óþðçóç ôçò Åêêëçóßáò ôçò ÅëëÜäïò óôéò
ÂñõîÝëëåò.

Ç Üðïøç ðïõ åß÷å äéáôõðùèåß óôéò
ó÷åôéêÝò óõæçôÞóåéò ðïõ Ýãéíáí ìå
äéÜöïñåò åõêáéñßåò áëëÜ êáé ìå ôçí
åõêáéñßá ôçò åðéóêÝøåùò ôïõ íÝïõ
Áñ÷éåðéóêüðïõ Áèçíþí óôï ÖáíÜñé, Þôáí
üôé ç åêðñïóþðçóç ôçò Åêêëçóßáò ôçò
ÅëëÜäïò Ýðñåðå íá ïñãáíùèåß ìå ôñüðï
ðïõ íá åîáóöáëßóåé ôçí åíüôçôá ôçò
Ïñèïäüîïõ åêðñïóùðÞóåùò óôçí Åõñù-
ðáúêÞ ÅðéôñïðÞ. Ç éäÝá ðïõ ðñüôåéíå ôï
Ïéêïõìåíéêü Ðáôñéáñ÷åßï Þôáí åíéáßá
Ïñèüäïîïò åêðñïóþðçóç óôá ðëáßóéá
ôçò ïðïßáò èá óõíõðÞñ÷áí áõôïôåëþò,
áíôéðñïóùðßåò üëùí ôùí Ðáôñéáñ÷åßùí
êáé ôùí ÁõôïêÝöáëùí Åêêëçóéþí.

Ô ï Ýèéìï ðïõ èÝëåé ôçí Áßèïõóá
ôïõ Èñüíïõ óôï Ïéêïõìåíéêü
Ðáôñéáñ÷åßï óôï ÖáíÜñé íá

ãåìßæåé ìå ôá üìïñöá ðñïóùðÜêéá ôçò
åëëçíéêÞò ïìïãÝíåéáò ôçò Ðüëçò áðïôåëåß
êáé ìßá áéóéüäïîç áðïãñáöÞ ôçò æþóáò
ïñèüäïîçò Ñùìéïóýíçò. ÌåôÜ ôá ×ñéóôïý-

«Åìåßò åäþ óôç ÌçôÝñá Åêêëçóßá ôçò
Êùíóôáíôéíïõðüëåùò, óôç ÌåãÜëç ôïõ
×ñéóôïý Åêêëçóßá, ÐïéìÝíáò ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò
êáé íéÜôá, íÝá ãåíåÜ, óõíáíôþìåèá åí
óþìáôé, ðñüóùðïí ðñïò ðñüóùðïí,
üðùò áõôÞ ôç óôéãìÞ ðïõ åßìáóôå
óõãêåíôñùìÝíïé ãýñù áðü ôçí öÜôíç ôïõ
Èåßïõ ÂñÝöïõò êáé ôï ÐÜó÷á êáé óå Üëëåò
ðåñéðôþóåéò. ÁëëÜ óõíáíôþìåèá óõíå-
÷þò, áäéáëåßðôùò, äéÜ ôçò ðñïóåõ÷Þò.

»ÔïõëÜ÷éóôïí åãþ óáò Ý÷ù ðÜíôïôå
óôç óêÝøç ìïõ êáé óôçí ðñïóåõ÷Þ ìïõ
êáé ðáñáêáëþ ôïí Èåü íá óáò öùôßæåé
åóÜò ôá ìéêñÜ ðáéäéÜ, ôïõò áõñéáíïýò
ìåãÜëïõò Ñùìéïýò ôçò Ðüëçò, ðïõ èá
óõíå÷ßóåôå ôçí éóôïñßá ìáò, óôçí ïðïßá

Õðïâïëéìéáßá Äçìïóéåýìáôá ôïõ Áèçíáúêïý Ôýðïõ

Ôá ðáéäéÜ ôçò Ðüëçò óôïí Ïéêïõìåíéêü ÐáôñéÜñ÷ç

ôïõ ÍéêïëÜïõ Ìáããßíá

ãåííá ïé ìáèçôÝò ôùí äçìïôéêþí ó÷ïëåßùí
Ýñ÷ïíôáé ãéá íá ðïõí ôá ÊÜëáíôá óôïí
ÐáôñéÜñ÷ç ôïõ ÃÝíïõò, íá ôïõ äþóïõí ôï
äþñï ôïõò -ôï öåôéíü åßíáé ôï ÊáñáâÜêé
ìå ôï Óôáõñü êáé ôïí ÄéêÝöáëï óôï
êáôÜñôé- êáé íá ðÜñïõí ôçí åõëïãßá ôïõ,

áëëÜ êáé ôá äþñá ôïõò, áðü ôï ÷Ýñé ôïõ.
Êé áõôü ôï ÷áñìüóõíï ãåãïíüò ôçò
óõíÜíôçóçò-åðéêïéíùíßáò ôçò Åêêëçóßáò
ìå ôïõò íÝïõò âëáóôïýò ôïõ Ðïéìíßïõ
öþôéóå ìå ôçí ïìéëßá ôïõ ï Ïéêïõìåíéêüò
ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò êáé ìåãÜëïò ðíåõìáôéêüò
ðáôÝñáò ôïõò.

Ï ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò åîÝöñáóå ôçí ÷áñÜ
ôïõ óôïõò ìáèçôÝò êáé ôïõò äáóêÜëïõò
ôïõò ãé� áõôÞí ôçí êáèéåñùìÝíç óõíÜ-
íôçóç. Óôç óõíÝ÷åéá ìå ôá æùçñÜ âëÝìáôá
ôùí ðáéäéþí ôçò Ðüëçò óôñáììÝíá åðÜíù
ôïõ, ï ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò Âáñèïëïìáßïò, åßðå, ìå
ôçí ùñáßá ôïõ âáèéÜ öùíÞ ôïõ óôçí åéäéêÞ
ãé� áõôÜ ×ñéóôïõãåííéÜôéêç ãéïñôÞ:

éóôïñßá ìáò ðéóôåýïõ-
ìå». Ãéá íá ôïíßóåé üôé:
«Åìåßò åäþ, Ý÷ïíôåò ìéá
ôüóï ìåãÜëç êáé Ýíäïîç
éóôïñßá êáé ðáñÜäïóç,
óõíåíïïýìåèá ðéï åýêï-
ëá, êáé ìéëþíôáò êáé ìç
ìéëþíôáò. Êáé óéùðþ-
íôáò óõíåíïïýìåèá êáé
óõìöùíïýìå üôé áõôÞí
ôçí ðáñÜäïóç êáé ôçí
éóôïñßá êáëåßóèå íá ôç
óõíå÷ßóåôå åóåßò. Êáé ãéá
íá óõíå÷ßóåôå ôçí ýðáñ-
îÞ ìáò, ôç âéïëïãéêÞ ìáò
åðéâßùóç êáé ôçí ðíåõ-
ìáôéêÞ ìáò êëçñïíïìéÜ

êáé ôïí ìåãÜëï êáé õðÝñï÷ï Åëëçíï-
÷ñéóôéáíéêü ðïëéôéóìü ìáò óå áõôÞ ôçí
Ðüëç, ðñÝðåé íá åßóèå åäþ, íá åßóèå êïíôÜ
ìáò, íá óõíå÷ßóåôå êáé íá ïëïêëçñþóåôå
ôéò ãõìíáóéáêÝò êáé ðáíåðéóôçìéáêÝò
óðïõäÝò óáò åäþ óôïí ôüðï ìáò. Åìåßò
óáò ÷ñåéáæüìåèá, üëïõò ìáæß êáé ôïí
êáèÝíá êáé ôçí êáèåìßá óáò îå÷ùñéóôÜ.
Åßóèå ðïëýôéìïé êáé áíáíôéêáôÜóôáôïé.
Óõíáíôþìåèá, óõíåíïïýìåèá êáé óõì-
öùíïýìå üôé åßìåèá ìéá ïéêïãÝíåéá. Ìå
êïéíÜ ðåðñùìÝíá, ìå êïéíü õøçëü,
ðíåõìáôéêü ðñïïñéóìü óôïí ïðïßïí
óõììåôÝ÷ïõìå êáé ãéá ôïí ïðïßï üëïé
åßìåèá óõíõðåýèõíïé».

ÔÁÑÐÏÍ ÓÐÑÉÍÃÊÓ.- ¼ëïé ïé íéêçôÝò ðïõ áíÝóõñáí ôïí Ôßìéï Óôáõñü óôç ãéïñôÞ ôùí
Èåùöáíåßùí óôï ÔÜñðïí Óðñéíãêò ôá ðñïçãïýìåíá ÷ñüíéá óå áíáìíçóôéêÞ öùôïãñáößá
ìå ôïí Óåâ. Áñ÷éåðßóêïðï ÁìåñéêÞò ê. Óðõñßäùíá, ôï ð. Ôñýöùíá Èåïöéëüðïõëï êáé ôïí
öåôéíü íéêçôÞ ÔæÝéóïí Êüëìðé.     (öùô. Äçì. ÐáíÜãïò)

Ôá ìÝëç ôïõ Ä.Ó. ôçò Ïìïóðïíäßáò Åëëçíéêþí Óùìáôåßùí Ìåßæïíïò ÍÝáò Õüñêçò
åðéóêÝöèçêáí ðñüóöáôá ôïí Áñ÷éåðßóêïðï êáé ôïí åíçìÝñùóáí ãéá ôçí åîÝëéîç ôùí
äñáóôçñéïôÞôùí ôïõò, éäéáßôåñá üóïí áöïñÜ ôç äéïñãÜíùóç ôçò öåôåéíÞò ðáñÝëáóçò.
Éäéáßôåñá åðßóçò óõæçôÞèçêáí èÝìáôá ðïõ áöïñïýí ôçí Ðáéäåßá. (öùô. Ïñè. ÐáñáôçñçôÞò)
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Ô á ÅëëçíéêÜ ÃñÜììáôá öÝôïò èá
åïñôáóèïýí ó� üëá ôá êïéíïôéêÜ
-çìåñÞóéá êáé áðïãåõìáôéíÜ-
ó÷ïëåßá ìå ðïëéôéóôéêÝò êáé

Üëëåò åêäçëþóåéò.
ÅîÜëëïõ ôçí ÐáñáóêåõÞ, 29 Éáíïõá-

ñßïõ èá ôåëåóôåß óôïí Êáèåäñéêü Íáü ôçò
Áãßáò ÔñéÜäáò, óôï Ìáí÷Üôáí Áñ÷éåñá-
ôéêÞ Èåßá Ëåéôïõñãßá, ðñïåîÜñ÷ïíôïò ôïõ
Óåâ. Áñ÷éåðéóêüðïõ ÁìåñéêÞò ê. Óðõñß-
äùíïò, ãéá ôïõò äéåõèõíôÝò, ôïõò äáóêÜ-
ëïõò, ôïõò ìáèçôÝò êáé ãïíåßò ôùí çìåñçóßùí
êïéíïôéêþí ó÷ïëåßùí.

Óôï ôÝëïò ôçò Èåßáò Ëåéôïõñãßáò, ï
Óåâáóìéüôáôïò Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò èá áíáãíùñßóåé êáé
èá åõëïãÞóåé ôïõò ìáèçôÝò, ðïõ ðñþôåõóáí ôïí
ðåñáóìÝíï Éïýíéï óôéò ÅîåôÜóåéò óôç ÍåïåëëçíéêÞ Ãëþóóá
(Greek regents) ôçò Ðïëéôåßáò ôçò ÍÝáò Õüñêçò. Ïé
ðñùôåýóáíôåò ìáèçôÝò èá ëÜâïõí åéäéêü <Ýðáéíï> áðü ôïí

Äéïñèüäïîï óõìðüóéï õðü ôïí ôßôëï
«¢ãéïò ÍåêôÜñéïò: Áãéüôçò êáé áóêçôéêüò
âßïò åí ôç åêêëçóßá Áëåîáíäñåßáò» äéïñãá-
íþíåé ôï Ðáôñéáñ÷åßï Áëåîáíäñåßáò ôï
ìÞíá ÉáíïõÜñéï.

Ôï óõìðüóéï õðü ôçí áéãßäá ôïõ
ÐáôñéÜñ÷ç Áëåîáíäñåßáò ÐÝôñïõ, ðñáã-
ìáôïðïéåßôáé óôï ðëáßóéï ôçò áöéÝñùóçò
ôïõ Ýôïõò 1999 óôïí ¢ãéï ÍåêôÜñéï ôïí
Èáõìáôïõñãü, ï ïðïßïò õðÞñîå ìçôñïðï-
ëßôçò Ðåíôáðüëåùò.

Óýìöùíá ìå ôï ðñüãñáììá ïé åêäç-
ëþóåéò èá áñ÷ßóïõí ìå ðáôñéáñ÷éêÞ èåßá
ëåéôïõñãßá óôïí êáèåäñéêü íáïý Áãßïõ
ÍéêïëÜïõ ÊáÀñïõ êáé èá áêïëïõèÞóåé ç
Ýíáñîç ôùí åñãáóéþí ôïõ óõìðïóßïõ.

O áõóôñéáêüò ôýðïò óõíå÷ßæåé íá
ðñïâÜëëåé ôçí Ýêèåóç ôùí ÷Üñôéíùí
åéêüíùí èñçóêåõôéêïý ðåñéå÷ïìÝíïõ óôï
Ìïõóåßï ÅöçñìïóìÝíçò ÔÝ÷íçò ôçò
ÂéÝííçò, ðïõ äéïñãáíþèçêå ìå ðñùôï-
âïõëßá ôçò åëëçíéêÞò ðñåóâåßáò óôá
ðëáßóéá ôçò áõóôñéáêÞò ðñïåäñßáò óôçí
ÅõñùðáúêÞ ̧ íùóç, ÷áñáêôçñßæïíôÜò ôçí
ùò ðïëéôéóôéêü ãåãïíüò.

Ìå ôßôëï «ÅëëçíéêÝò áãéïãñáößåò
áðü ôç ÂéÝííç», ç åöçìåñßäá «Neue
Kronen Zeitung» áöéåñþíåé åêôåíÝò
äçìïóßåõìá ðïõ áíáöÝñåôáé óôçí éóôïñßá
åêôýðùóÞò ôïõò, ðïõ îåêßíçóå óôç ÂéÝííç
ôïí 18ï áéþíá.

Ç ýðáñîç êáëëéôå÷íþí, ÷áñáêôþí
êáé ôõðïãñÜöùí, ðáñÜëëçëá ìå ôá
äéáôÜãìáôá ðåñß áíåîéèñçóêåßáò êáé
åëåõèåñïôõðßáò ôçò Ìáñßáò Èçñåóßáò êáé
ôïõ äéáäü÷ïõ ôçò ÉùóÞö ÉÉ, Þôáí ç áðáñ÷Þ
åêôýðùóçò ôùí ÷Üñôéíùí åéêüíùí óôç
ÂéÝííç, üðïõ õðÞñ÷áí êáé äýï ìåãÜëåò
êïéíüôçôåò ïñèüäïîùí, óçìåéþíåé ìåôáîý
Üëëùí ç åöçìåñßäá.

Ïé ¸ëëçíåò ôçò ÂéÝííçò Üñ÷éóáí íá
ôõðþíïõí áðü ôï 1701 ÷Üñôéíåò åéêüíåò,
üðùò åêåßíåò ôïõ ãíùóôïý ÷áñÜêôç,
Hristofor Zefar êáé ôïõ ôõðïãñÜöïõ
Thomas Mesmer, ôéò ïðïßåò êáôüðéí
Ýóôåëíáí óôçí, ôüôå, ôïõñêïêñáôïýìåíç
ÅëëÜäá.

Ç ÃéïñôÞ ôùí Åëëçíéêþí ÃñáììÜôùí
Óåâ. Áñ÷éåðßóêïðï ÁìåñéêÞò ê. Óðõñßäùíá.

Ôçí ßäéá ìÝñá ï Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò èá äå÷èåß
ôïõò äáóêÜëïõò êáé äáóêÜëåò, ìå ôçí åõêáéñßá

ôçò ãéïñôÞò ôùí Ôñéþí Éåñáñ÷þí, óôçí Ýäñá
ôçò É. Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò, ãéá íá ôïõò äüóåé ôçí
åõëïãßá ôïõ ãéá ôï ÍÝï ¸ôïò êáé íá êüøåé
ôçí âáóéëüðéôá.

Ôçí ÊõñéáêÞ, 31 Éáíïõáñßïõ èá ðñáã-
ìáôïðïéçèåß åðßóçìï ãåýìá óôï Terrace on
the Park óôï Flushing Meadow Park.

Ôï ãåýìá êáé ï åïñôáóìüò ôùí Ãñáì-
ìÜôùí åßíáé öÝôïò áöéåñùìÝíïò óôçí

ÅëëçíéêÞ Ðáéäåßá. Èá ôéìçèåß ï Äñ. Ôæïí
ÍôÜöé, êáèçãçôÞò ÂõæáíôéíÞò Öéëïëïãßáò êáé

Ëïãïôå÷íßáò ôïõ ÔìÞìáôïò Êëáóéêþí Óðïõäþí óôï
ÐáíåðéóôÞìéï ×Üñâáñíô, ï ïðïßïò èá åßíáé êáé ï êýñéïò

ïìéëçôÞò ôçò åêäÞëùóçò.
Ôá Ýóïäá èá åíéó÷ýóïõí ôï ôáìåßï õðïôñïöéþí ôçò

ÈåïëïãéêÞò Ó÷ïëÞò ôïõ Ôéìßïõ Óôáõñïý.

Äéïñèüäïîï ÓõíÝäñéï
ðñïò ôéìÞ ôïõ Áãßïõ Íåêôáñßïõ

ÅëëçíéêÝò áãéïãñáößåò
óôç ÂéÝííç

Óôç Óôïê÷üëìç Ýöèáóáí ìåôÜ áðü
ôçí ôåôñÜìçíç «Ïäýóóåéá» ôïõò, ïé ôñåéò
¸ëëçíåò èáëáóóïðüñïé Âëáäßìçñïò
Ëåâßäçò, ÁëÝîçò ÍôáñÜò êáé ÈáíÜóçò
Êáìßëï-Íüëëáò ìå ôï öïõóêùôü óêÜöïò
ôïõò.

Ç óïõçäéêÞ ðñùôåýïõóá Þôáí êáé ôï
ôÝëïò ìéáò äéáäñïìÞò ðïõ îåêßíçóå ôïí
Áýãïõóôï áðü ôç Èåóóáëïíßêç ãéá íá
åíþóåé óõìâïëéêÜ ôéò äýï ÐïëéôéóôéêÝò
Ðñùôåýïõóåò ôùí åôþí 1997 êáé 1998.

Ïé ôñåéò èáëáóóïðüñïé Ýöèáóáí óôï
ëéìÜíé ôçò Óôïê÷üëìçò êáé ðáñÜ ôçí
êïýñáóÞ ôïõò, åß÷áí ôï êïõñÜãéï íá
âïõôÞîïõí óôá ðáãùìÝíá íåñÜ ôïõ
ëéìáíéïý ôçò óïõçäéêÞò ðñùôåýïõóáò ãéá
íá ãéïñôÜóïõí ôçí ÜöéîÞ ôïõò.

¼ðùò äÞëùóáí, ôï ôáîßäé áõôü,
åêôüò áðü Ýíá áèëçôéêü ñåêüñ åßíáé êáé
Ýíá ôáîßäé åðéêïéíùíßáò.

Ï ê. Ëåâßäçò åîÝöñáóå ôç ÷áñÜ ôïõ
ãéá ôï ãåãïíüò üôé êáé óôç óïõçäéêÞ
ðñùôåýïõóá ôïõò õðïäÝ÷èçêáí áñêåôïß
¸ëëçíåò, êÜôé ðïõ üðùò åßðå, Þôáí
éäéáßôåñá æåóôü.

Ïé ôñåéò èáëáóóïðüñïé, Âëáäßìçñïò
Ëåâßäçò, ÁëÝîçò ÍôáñÜò êáé ÈáíÜóçò
Êáìßëï-Íüëëáò êáôÜ ôï ìáêñý ôáîßäé ôïõò
ðÝñáóáí áðü äåêáôñåßò ÷þñåò ôçò Åõñù-
ðáúêÞò ¸íùóçò ðïõ âñÝ÷ïíôáé áðü ôç
èÜëáóóá êáé óôáìÜôçóáí óå 60 ëéìÜíéá.

Óýã÷ñïíç Ïäýóóåéá
ìÝ÷ñé ôç Óôïê÷üëìç
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HIS ALL Holiness with Mr. Philipotis and the
completed sculpture.

Sculptor�s work
Sculptor Augustus Philipotis, a mem-

ber of Annunciation Church in Akron, Ohio,
recently presented Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew with a bust of himself that Mr.
Philipotis completed after studying more
than a dozen photos of the Patriarch. The
81-year-old native of Greece was recently
featured in the Akron Beacon Journal as he
was completing his project. Mr. Philipotis
has also accomplished other works, includ-
ing busts of astronauts Judith Resnick and
Christa McAuliffe, who died in the Chal-
lenger disaster in 1986, of Fr. George Bartz,
pastor emeritus of the church, and others.

Educator of year
Panchiaki �Korais� Society recently pre-

sented its �Educator of the Year award to
Athena Tsokou-Kromidas, assistant princi-
pal of the William Spyropoulos Day School
of St. Nicholas Church, Flushing, N.Y., and
principal of the Greek afternoon school for
10 years. Mrs. Kromidas has also served as
a professor at St. Johns University and has
aided the Greek consulate in its education
program.

Two honored
Physicians and scientists gathered at the

5th World Hellenic Biomedical Conference
hosted by the Hellenic Medical Society of
New York on Dec. 4 honored Dr. Gabriel
Panayi and George Lois for their accomplish-
ments. Dr. Panayi is Arthritis Research Cam-
paign Professor of Rheumatology at King�s
College in England. Mr. Lois is CEO and cre-
ative director of Lois/USA Inc., who revolu-
tionized the advertising industry with inno-
vative art direction.

Member honored
Parishioners of Annunciation Church in

Manhattan honored Teresa Polychronis, a
member of the Orthodox Christian Missions
Board, on Dec. 9 on the occasion of her 70th

birthday. Among those attending was Bishop
Dimitrios of Xanthos, former OCMC execu-
tive director and the current Archdiocese
Ecumenical Officer.

New York City Board of Education Dis-
trict Council 37 recently honored Angie
Yanas for her 40 years� service with the city
schools at an Employee Recognition Day
Awards ceremony. Ms. Yanas is a principal
administrative assistant in the Office of Bi-
lingual Programs in Queens, under the su-
pervision of Dr. James Dounis, supervisor
of Bilingual Programs. Over the years, she
has served in a number of positions. Re-
cently, Ms. Yanas also was honored by
Queens Borough President Claire Shulman
for her outstanding service to the commu-
nity.

Recognition Award

oly Trinity Church offers quality
worship, outreach and religious
education programs that benefit

Name:
Holy Trinity
Greek Orthodox Church
Location:
Charleston, S.C.
Size:
About 400 families
Founded: 1911
Diocese: Atlanta
Clergy: Rev. George J. Tsahakis
(Holy Cross �96)
Noteworthy:
First known Greek Orthodox to settle in
Charleston was Maria Turnbull of the ill-
fated New Smyrna colony in Florida.

not only to its own members, but the
community at large.

�My biggest joy is outreach,� stated
Fr. Tsahakis, who regularly ministers to a
number of shut-ins at their homes or at
nursing facilities.

Under the leadership of Fr. Tsahakis,
who has served the parish since August
1996 in his first assignment as pastor of a
community, Holy Trinity Church offers ser-
vices during the week in addition to Sun-
day liturgy, and plenty of youth activities
through its JOY and GOYA chapters.

Each Wednesday evening during the
year, a Lenten meal is served at 5:30 p.m.,
followed by a prayer service. The Goyans
and JOY members meet afterwards to
discuss plans and projects while Fr.
George holds an adult Bible study and
religious education classes.

With strong encouragement from
Bishop Alexios, the priest also undertakes
a campus ministry for Orthodox students
at the area�s several institutions of higher
learning, including the
Medical College of
South Carolina, the
College of Charles-
ton, the Johnson and
Wales Culinary Institute
and the Citadel. �We have
to have an Orthodox pres-
ence on campus,� said Fr.
George, who feels that lack of
such a presence can have a detri-
mental effect on Orthodox Christian
students. �These people can get lost.�

The Ahepans do their part, award-
ing eligible college students with $20,000
in scholarships.

Holy Trinity Church receives hun-
dreds of visitors from around the nation
throughout the year who vacation in
Charleston. A major tourist attraction in
the spring is the annual Spoleto Festival
which draws thousands of visitors from
many parts of the world. The church�s
mixed choir sings at the Festival each year.

With Charleston�s status as the East
Coast�s fourth busiest port, several pa-
rishioners work in the shipping industry.
Greek merchant ships occasionally call
and one elderly parishioner extends the
church�s outreach by bringing Orthodox
crew members to the Liturgy and by help-
ing to make their stay more hospitable.

Women take an active part in out-
reach. Local Philoptochos members help
at the local Ronald McDonald House and,
once a month, a young woman of the
parish who nearly died of an illness min-
isters to hospitalized parishioners who
face death.

Fr. George describes his community
as �rich, fertile and diverse.� Membership

consists of second and third-generation
American-born Greek Orthodox, and a num-
ber of converts. He added that in recent
years new members have moved to Charles-
ton from other parts of the United States,
especially New England. There also are some
Greek immigrants.

Most of the founders of the parish ar-
rived in the late 1800s from various regions
of Greece, especially Asia Minor, Cephalonia
and Chios. They established restaurants and
grocery stores. Many soon became promi-
nent merchants.

Turnbulls and others
But predating their arrival by 100 years

or so, in 1781, with the Revolution-
ary War still raging in the colo-

nies, New Smyrna colony
founder Dr. Andrew
Turnbull and his Greek
wife, Maria Gracia Dura

Bin, moved to Charleston
after their disastrous ven-

ture.
According to a community

history, �Maria�s charismatic pres-
ence was documented in the Charles-

ton newspaper accounts of that time.� Fr.
George remarked that the Turnbulls are not
held in low esteem in the parish as they are
in Florida. �There are different feelings here,�
he said. Dr. Turnbull went on to establish
the Medical Society of South Carolina.

Maria is buried in one of the city�s old-
est cemeteries, historic St. Philip�s church-
yard. The local AHEPA chapter erected a
commemorative marker at her gravesite
several years ago.

It is not known how many Greek Or-
thodox came to Charleston in the interim
period between the Turnbulls� era and the
arrival of larger numbers in the late 19th
century, or whether any witnessed the fir-
ing on Fort Sumter that sparked the Civil
War. But the parish history lists the
Schiadaressi and Xanthopoulos families as
among the first to settle in Charleston in the
19th century.

Itinerant priests from Greece eventu-
ally served the Charleston Greek Orthodox
families on a regular basis.

Formal services

The first formal service was performed
at St. John�s Episcopal Church in 1908. Pre-

viously, lay services and
Sunday school classes
took place in private
residences.

Two Greek societ-
ies existing at the time
undertook the project of
building a Greek Ortho-
dox church in the city.
Property was purchased
near the Episcopal
church in the down-
town area and a small
structure was comple-
ted in March 1911.

From then until
1940, 16 priests served
the parish. The commu-
nity experienced steady
progress and, in 1940,
the cornerstone was laid
for the Hellenic Center
which serves the parish
to this day. It contains an
auditorium, offices and a
2,000-volume library
named for the church�s
longest serving priest, Fr.
Nicholas Trivelas.

After World War II,
the community outgrew
the old basilica-style
church and a new house

Touching the Community through Outreach
P A R I S H  p r o f i l e

of worship, which the parish history says
is the first church built in the United
States in the authentic Byzantine style
modeled after the Church of Hagia
Sophia, was completed in 1951. The ico-
nography was created by the noted Fotis
Kontoglou in Greece.

Holy Trinity parish experienced tre-
mendous physical and spiritual growth
and progress under Fr. Trivelas, who ar-
rived in Charleston in 1948 and retired
in 1993. He was succeeded by Fr.
George Savas. Fr. Trivelas continues to
serve a mission parish in Hilton Head
and visits Holy Trinity once a month,
helping with the Liturgy and other spe-
cial services.

In 1960, a separate wing was built
behind the community center to house
the Sunday school and Greek school.

Today, there are about 115 Sunday
school students and 25 in the Greek
school. Sunday School takes place fol-
lowing the distribution of Holy Commun-
ion for students in grades K-12.

High school-age youth are grouped
into one class that Fr. George himself
teaches. During Liturgy, he gives a youth
sermon in addition to his regular homily.

Greek school consists of elementary
and junior levels. There is no adult class.
However, a parishioner teaches Greek
for adults at the College of Charleston.

Major repairs
In the fall 1989, the church suffered

extensive physical damage from Hurri-
cane Hugo and embarked on a major
repair program lasting several years. Les-
sons learned from that experience
prompted church leaders to establish an
endowment committee to administer a
separate fund for property and physical
plant maintenance.

Over a period of several years, Holy
Trinity parish had acquired 14 small
houses in the neighborhood around the
church which produced considerable
rental income.

In 1998, the community donated the
buildings to the city for use as low-in-
come housing. The houses were re-
moved from their sites and the parish
now has nearly two acres of vacant land
that function as a park, complete with a

HOLY TRINITY GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

CHARLESTON
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BROOKLINE, Mass. � Holy Cross
Greek Orthodox School of Theology has just
completed its 62nd fall semester.

Like other fall semesters in the past, the
1998-99 academic year began with the cel-
ebration of the Feast of the Elevation of the
Holy Cross, the patronal feast of the School,
on September 14. Along with the tradition
bestowal of the Rassoforia (the granting of
the ecclesiastical office of preacher) upon
21 seniors in the School, Archbishop
Spyridon also inaugurated the Very Rev.
Damaskinos V. Ganas as the 16th  president
of the Hellenic College/ Holy Cross.

School Completes a Successful Semester

By James Skedros

Fr. Ganas, a 1971 graduate of Holy
Cross, comes to the School after serving
some 25 years as a clergyman in the
Archdiocesan District of New York. Fr.
Ganas� constant presence on campus (he
currently resides on campus) has brought a
needed sense of stability to the institution.

One of Fr. Ganas� initial decisions was
the appointment of Dr. Aristotle Micho-
poulos as acting dean of Hellenic College
and Dr. James C. Skedros as acting dean of
Holy Cross.

Dr. Michopoulos has been teaching at
Hellenic College for more than 12 years and
currently is director of Greek studies at the
college.

Dr. Skedros, a 1988 graduate of Holy
Cross, comes most recently from the Patri-
arch Athenagoras Orthodox Institute and the
Graduate Theological Union of Berkeley,
Calif. Dr. Skedros also assumed teaching re-
sponsibilities in the area of Church history.

Nearly 30 newcomers
Fall semester witnessed the matricula-

tion of 29 new students in the School of
Theology. Of these students 15 are from the
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America �
12 Masters of Divinity (M. Div.), two Mas-
ters of Theological Studies (M. T. S.), one
Master of Theology (Th. M.)], three from the
Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese of
America (one M. Div., two M. T. S.), one
(M. T. S.) from the Ecumenical Patriarchate,
three from the Orthodox Church of Greece
(one M. Div., two Th. M.), two students from
the Patriarchate of Alexandria (one M. T. S.,
one special student), one (M. Div.) from the
Patriarchate of Georgia, one (M. T. S.) from
the Romanian Orthodox Church, one (M.
T. S.) from the Albanian Orthodox Church,
one (M. Div.) from the Metropolitanate of
Buenos Aires, and one (Th. M.) from the
Metropolitanate of Hong Kong. In addition,
nine new students were accepted into Hel-
lenic College for the Fall Semester.

Student life remained active on the Holy
Hill. Traditional events contributed to the
life of the community: weekly campus din-
ners where non-married students gathered
with married students and their families for
food and fellowship; the student-sponsored
blood drive; the annual Thanksgiving din-
ner; the annual Christmas dinner and party
with a visit from Santa Claus for the chil-
dren of students, facility and staff; the tal-
ent show where students shared their many
God-given talents other than academic.

The annual Missions Week was high-
lighted by a captivating lecture/ presenta-
tion by Fr. Michael Oleksa, dean of St.

Herman�s Orthodox Seminary, Kodiak,
Alaska, on the history of Orthodox missions
to Alaska as a paradigm for the 21st century.

The student government sponsored an
outing to the �Nutcracker� performed by the
Boston Ballet. Finally, the faculty took spe-
cial pride in its resounding defeat of the stu-
dents in an evening of volleyball.

In celebration of its 30th anniversary,
Hellenic College sponsored a three-day con-
ference Hellenic Identity and Culture in
October. The conference, co-sponsored by
the Council of Hellenes Abroad (SAE),
brought academics from throughout the
United States and Greece to Brookline for a
unique exchange of ideas.

New library
Perhaps one of the most visible signs

of progress on campus was the opening of
the Archbishop Iakovos Library and Learn-
ing Center. Located directly across from the
main Administration Building and connected
to the existing structure of the Cotsidas-
Tonas Library, the building with its impres-
sive Byzantine-style dome, is an architec-
tural achievement of utilizing existing space
in the creation of an attractive and functional
building.

The Archbishop Iakovos Library is a
necessary addition to the academic life of
the Institution. It offers adequate space to
hold the growing collection of materials and
provides much needed study space for stu-
dents. The state-of-the-art computer cata-
logue system gives students and faculty ac-
cess to the world-wide web and numerous
research tools. In November, the Library was
visited by Fr. Thomas Hopko, dean of St.
Vladimir�s Seminary along with other mem-
bers of St. Vladimir�s to view first-hand the
new library facilities. St. Vladimir�s is cur-
rently constructing their own library and
learning center.

On the more academic side, Holy Cross
was fortunate to have the presence of sev-
eral new adjunct faculty members. Fr. An-
thony Coniaris shared his expertise of many,
many years of serving as a priest in the Arch-
diocese by team-teaching the course on
preaching with Fr. John Chryssavgis. Fr. Eu-
gene Pentiuc, taught an introductory course
in Biblical Hebrew. Fr. Pentiuc, who recently
earned his Ph.D. at Harvard University and
his Th.D. from the Faculty of Theology of
Bucharest University, will offer an exegesis
course on the Book of Exodus in the spring.

Dr. Elizabeth Theokritoff, who studied
under Bishop Kallistos Ware and has pub-
lished in the area of liturgical theology, taught
a course on worship as theology focusing on
the great feasts of the liturgical year.

Presbytera Eugenia Constantinou, a
graduate of Holy Cross and who recently
received her Th.M. from Harvard Divinity
School, offered two exegesis courses in New
Testament: the Gospel of Matthew and St.
Paul�s Letter to the Romans. Presbytera
Constantinou will teach Introduction to the
New Testament and the Book of Revelation
in the spring.

Overall, the 1998 fall semester proved
to be successful. The School wishes a
healthy and blessed New Year to all those
who throughout the 62 years of its exist-
ence have supported Holy Cross and Hel-
lenic College and have worked to make the
institution what it is today.

� Family background - Parents are
of Greek descent.

� How were you active in your
home parish? I danced in the parish dance
troup, sang in choir and played the organ,
and occasionally directed. I taught Sun-
day School, served in the altar, and as-
sisted the parish priest in outreach to sis-
ter Orthodox communities.

� What are some of your most
memorable moments growing up? My
most memorable moments were of activi-
ties associated with the Church.

� What prompted you to go to the
seminary? I had always felt the Church to
be central to my life. Since I was a little
boy sitting in the pews listening and watch-
ing the Liturgy, I felt a peace in my heart
that felt so warm and comforting, that I
have always associated that love for
Church equal to the dedication I have for
His Church. So, it is natural that I feel that
God is calling me. Another more striking
experience was my battle with cancer. By
being a cancer survivor I have come to
realize the precious moments we are left
with in our short span of life. When I, God
willing, go to heaven and see Christ sit-
ting on His throne, I want to say to Him,
�See, here is what I did with the second
chance at life you gave me.�

� What person influenced you most
to aspire to the priesthood? There were
many who have guided my life to this
point, and it would be hard to distinguish
a certain individual. However, I can cer-
tainly say that my parents have given me
the desire to follow after what is true, and
that wherever the Holy Spirit guides me, I
am comforted with the joy of the love that
they have given to me throughout my years.

� How has attending Holy Cross af-
fected you? Holy Cross has given to me
brand new insights into our Orthodox
Faith. I have taken three semesters of
courses and have learned much of the
Fathers, our Tradition, and our Faith. Ev-
ery day I learn something new. The expe-
riences I share, in and out of class, with
my fellow classmates are treasures I will
always remember.

� What are your favorite courses?
Byzantine Chant. Also, Patrology, Liturgics,

Name: ADAM PETER METROPOULOS

Wife: Elizabeth (Anastasia)

Hometown and Parish: Saginaw, Mich.,
St. Demetrios Church. Since getting mar-
ried eight years ago, my wife and I have
been members of the parish of St. George
in Bangor, Maine.

Age: 36

Graduating Class: 2001

Previous Education: Hellenic College
(1980-81); Saginaw Valley State University
(1981-86), earned BS degree in chemistry
with a minor in mathematics; University
of New Hampshire (1986-90), master�s in
chemistry and education; 1997-present, at-
tending Holy Cross with the hope of ob-
taining a Master of Divinity degree and ful-
filling desire to become a priest.

Previous Work Experience: 1990-1997,
chemistry teacher, track coach, ski coach,
and a math team coach at Stearns High
School, Millinocket, Maine; 1986-1990,
taught freshman chemistry lab at Univer-
sity of New Hampshire; 1982-1986,
worked at Dow Chemical in adhesive
chemistry field.

New Testament Greek, just to name a few.
� What are your campus activities?

I recently taught an undergraduate course
in general chemistry for Hellenic College.

� What are your favorite recre-
ational activities? Playing the piano and
singing.

� What is the toughest part of be-
ing a seminarian? Budgeting your time
wisely between reading/studying and
prayer as well as relaxing activities. Know-
ing that you have just a few short years
to prepare yourself. For me, learning to
have patience that God will work things
through.

� What gifts do you hope to bring
to your service to the Church? My love
for people, and my sincere devotion to
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. I hope
to draw on my past experiences as a busi-
nessman, teacher, musician, and mission-
ary (I served on two mission teams for
the Orthodox Mission Center) to relate
with my parish. I also hope to bring with
me the new experiences I learn here at
Holy Cross. And best, I have a loving
Christian wife, and together we pray that
through the grace of God we present
ourselves as living examples of how
Christ can be important in one�s life.

� What are your major strengths
and weaknesses? For both, I would say
that I am a very sensitive person. It is a
good thing to care and have empathy for
those around you. But it can be a liability
if you alone try to handle it without giv-
ing it to God.

� Who is your favorite saint and
why? How can one choose among the
stars? It is a true blessing to know that
you are constantly being prayed for. And
all the saints pray for all of us here on
Earth. I am fond of St. Panteleimon, be-
cause while I was undergoing my surger-
ies and chemotherapy, I prayed to St.
Panteleimon for his intercessions and
thank the Lord I�m still here.

� What is your most noteworthy
memory as a seminarian? The next
memory! Every day is filled with wonder-
ment. I felt especially blessed to have had
the opportunity to meet Patriarch
Bartholomew when he visited here.

� How can the Church reach out
to the unchurched? The same way Jesus
did. Go out among the people. As is writ-
ten in the Gospel of John, �Sanctify them
by your truth. Your word is truth� (17:17).
We must reach out to all, to continue to
spread the message of hope and love
which is Christ Jesus.

� Suggest one way of keeping
young people in Church? By giving them
ownership in their faith. Have pertinent
activities to which they can relate, bring-
ing them closer to God.

PROFILE:
Seminarian
PROFILE:
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PRISON MINISTRY

Hope Never Fails

As Orthodox Christians, we know many
four-letter words. Love is a beautiful four-
letter word. Life is yet another one. So is
hope.

Hope is wonderful. Everything in life
has meaning when you have hope. Burdens
and temptations that we deal with on an
everyday basis are more bearable when we
have hope.

Even terminal illness does not destroy
our spirit when we have hope. Hope keeps
us alive. It makes us believe in things that
we do not see.

Hope gets us up and out of bed in the
morning no matter where we are.

It brings us to our knees when we pray
for ourselves and for others and helps us to
look beyond the clamoring crowds and the
inhumanity of day-to-day living.

Hope takes on many visible forms. It is
the blade of grass that pushes through the
asphalt of an abandoned street, or the ten-
der seedling that pushes up through the ash
after a forest fire.

Hope is a warm blanket and a cup of
soup from a new friend after your home is
destroyed by fire, water, or wind. It is a visit
from someone who cares very little about
what you did or what disease you con-
tracted. Hope sees the person with the dis-
ease and not simply the fear of contamina-
tion. Hope is a visit or a letter from a friend.

F our-letter words. We all know a
few. Some of us know more than
others. Some of us know more

than we should. Some four-letter words
should never be uttered. Surely, there are
certain four-letter words that should never
be directed at others.

Fr. Emmanuel E. Mantzouris

Pool of Bethesda for 38 years, or spent a
few days sick in bed from the flu.

God instills hope in us and He helps
maintain that hope. Our heart, like a gar-
den, is where God plants His hope, and He
comes to us asking permission to go into
that garden. He doesn�t break down the
fence, but always asks to be let in freely. It
is His will to come in. With hope, we make
it our will to let Him in.

It doesn�t matter if you live on a park
bench or in Park Place, every person needs
hope. If you are in a cell in a prison or in a
cell of a monastery, you need hope. No
matter what side of the razor wire fence you
are on, every person needs hope.

People who have hope are people of
prayer. Prayer and hope feed into one an-
other. Real hope requires prayer to sustain
itself. Hope is a living thing. It needs to be
nourished to live - prayer. And yet, prayer is
also a living thing, not just an inert act. It feeds
off of hope. Through prayer, God instills hope
in us and sustains it for an eternity. Surely all
the trials of this life test our hope.

People who pray, especially when they
don�t want to, have real hope. Hope isn�t
based entirely on feelings. Let�s face it - feel-
ings change!

But real hope never changes. It matures.
It grows roots. It permeates every part of
our life.

Hope changes the way we live, the way
we think. When our mind is filled with hope,
our life is filled with hope.

Hope is fed by applying ourselves to

Reality dictates however that there are
still too many people who have no hope. We
have all seen them. We may have seen them
with a spike in their arm, or a stem in their
mouth. Some of them take refuge in a bottle.
Some of them beg for food and drink. Some
of them are enslaved by their passions. Some
of them are abandoned by relatives because
of their crimes, their illness, their lack of fi-
nances, their lifestyle, their addiction, their
past history. Some of them look back at us in
the mirror of our recollection.

This living hope that we share in Jesus
Christ goes far beyond anything visible. It
lives and grows with every breath. The hope
that we share in conjunction with our Faith
gives us courage to confess our sins, to bear
one another�s burdens, to listen to one an-
other, to comfort one another with a �cleans-
ing word,� to make sacrifices for our own
sins and for the sins of our people, to build
bridges where there used to be walls. It
breeds cleanliness to our souls. It heals us.
It breeds uniformity. It takes us to our knees
in homage to God. It brings us upright as
we are pulled out of the cesspool of the toxic
shame that keeps us hostage to our fears.

Hope has led people from captivity to
the promised land. Hope has caused many
people to stand up to adversity with faith
and accept the martyrdom of painful illness
with unshakable self-determination.

Hope has changed the minds of many
people who were on the brink of self-de-
struction. Hope makes us feel human again.
It doesn�t matter if you�ve been lying by the

works and words of light - the light of Christ.
We feed the hope by reading the Scriptures
and by reading the lives of the saints. We
feed the hope by partaking of the Holy Sac-
raments regularly and by staying away from
negative talk. Speak the truth in love. Pray
for those who persecute you. Practice kind-
ness, especially when you are angry.

We are accountable for the hope that
the Lord has instilled in us. Hope is a de-
posit of grace. Our life, our speech, our ac-
tions, everything that goes in and comes out
of our mouth, reflects our hope.

Hope is a very important four-letter
word. It is one of the few worth mentioning.

As we begin the new year, 1999, we re-
new our hope and fill our heart and mind
with Christ. If hope is our deepest desire, then
we should embrace it, feed it, and cherish it.

In spite of the chill in the air, we are
warmed by the light of Christ. Although the
trees have shed their leaves, we are called
to bear fruit and reflect the eternal Spring ~
the life in Christ, the life of hope.

Remember those in prison this year ~ in
prayer, in visitation, in a kind word of en-
couragement to their family, in a letter to
the imprisoned, in support of those who
have the courage to venture behind the ra-
zor wire and raise up the persons therein
with hope.

Father Emmanuel is the Greek Ortho-
dox Christian Chaplain for the New York
State Department of Correctional Services
in Albany, NY. He can be reached at: e-mail
FREMANTZ@aol.com; regular mail: Fr.
Emmanuel E. Mantzouris, Chaplain, New
York State Orthodox Christian Prison Min-
istry Ministerial and Family Services, 1220
Washington Ave., Albany, NY  12226-1799;
Phone:(518) 457-8106
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NEW YORK - Bishop Timothy, retired
bishop of the Detroit Diocese died Dec. 11,
in an Athens hospital following complica-
tions from asthma.

Funeral services were held Dec. 15 at
Kimisis Tis Theotokou Church in Kaiseriani
(Athens) with burial in Kaiseriani Cemetery.

Bishop Timothy (Negrepontis) was con-
secrated as Bishop of Pamphilos on Jan. 20,
1974, at Holy Cross Chapel, Brookline, Mass.

In 1978 he succeeded Bishop Iakovos at
the Seventh District of Detroit and was en-
throned in 1979. He retired in Greece in 1995.

He was born in Athens, on June 7, 1924,
to Anastasios and Maria Negrepontis of
Constantinople, and baptized Michael.

He completed his primary and second-
ary education in Athens, and was later en-
rolled in the Theological School of the Uni-
versity of Athens.

He served in the Greek army during the
civil war for four years.

On March 7, 1950, Metropolitan
Iakovos of Siatista in Macedonia ordained
Michael to the diaconate and he took his
monastic vows and the name Timothy.

He served as archdeacon of the Arch-
diocese of Siatista until his elevation to pres-
byter on March 10, 1952.

At the invitation of the late Archbishop
Michael, Fr. Timothy arrived in North America
to serve the communities of Panama.

In conjunction with his pastoral duties,
he was instrumental in the construction of
churches and parish facilities, and also con-
ducted missionary work among the Ortho-
dox faithful in Central America.

In 1955, he was transferred to the St.
Nicholas Church in Bethlehem, Pa. That same
year Archbishop Michael elevated him to the
rank of Archimandrite. During his service at
St. Nicholas, Fr. Timothy initiated construc-
tion of a new church and community center.
He taught religion, the Greek language, and
Hellenic studies in the Center.

From 1961 to 1962, he served the par-
ish of Holy Trinity in Middletown, Ohio.
While serving there he pursued studies in
English and psychology at Miami University
in Oxford, Ohio.

From 1962 to 1967, he served Holy
Trinity Church in London, Ontario, where
he was active in ecumenical circles and es-
tablished dialogue with Roman Catholic and
Protestant leaders. He studied history and
English at the University of Huron, in Lon-
don, Ontario.

In MemoriamIn Memoriam

PITTSBURGH � George Thomas, edi-
tor of the Pittsburgh Diocese newspaper
The Illuminator died recently of complica-
tions from cancer. He was 76.

For 28 years, Mr. Thomas served as
director of communications for Allegheny
County, Pa., and taught Sunday School at
St. Nicholas Cathedral 35 years.

A 1951 graduate of Columbia Univer-
sity, he worked briefly at the Pittsburgh
Press before joining a local TV station to
become Pittsburgh�s first television news
editor.

He worked in television until 1968

George Thomas, Illuminator editor

WASHINGTON � Harilaos Papa-
postolou, 66, protopsalti of St. Sophia Ca-
thedral, died Nov. 30 at Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity Hospital in Baltimore.

Mr. Papapostolou was one of this
nation�s most renowned Byzantine musi-
cologists and had served as the Cathedral�s
Protopsalti (�Lead Chanter�) since 1967. He
also served as the director of the Cathedral�s
Mixed Choir and Greek Language School.

Protopsalti Harilaos Papapostolou

Presbytera Lemonia Aghiorgoussis
PITTSBURGH�Presbytera Lemonia

Aghiorgoussis, mother of Metropolitan
Maximos of Pittsburgh and wife of the late
Fr. Evangelos Aghiorgoussis, died Jan. 3.

In addition to Metropolitan Maximos,
she is survived by four other children: John
Aghiorgoussis of Boston, Helen Zaloumes
and Kostas Aghiorgoussis of New York, and
Presbytera Ploumi Iossifidis of Lausanne,
Switzerland; four siblings: Kostas Rythianos

Former Bishop Timothy
of Detroit Dies in Athens

From 1967 to 1969, he helped con-
struct a community center at St. Panteleimon
Church in Athens.

Returning to America, he served brief
pastorates at several parishes and as dean
of Holy Trinity Archdiocesan Cathedral.

In 1969, Fr. Timothy was assigned to
serve at Archdiocesan headquarters as spe-
cial assistant to the Chancellor and as per-

OPTIMAL AUTOMATICS
2717 W. LAWRENCE AVE. � CHICAGO, IL 60625
Tel. (773) 878-9666 � Fax (773) 878-0355

TOLL FREE: 1(888) 878-9611

sonnel director.
He also served at Sts. Anargyroi Church

in Marlboro, Mass., at Holy Ascension Church
in Fairview, N.J., and was spiritual advisor to
the First Archdiocesan District GOYA.

On Dec. 18, 1973, the Holy Synod of
the Ecumenical Patriarchate elevated Fr.
Timothy to the episcopate.

Bishop Timothy was enthroned at the
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Ca-
thedral in Buenos Aires, Argentina, on Feb.
10, 1974.

During his episcopate there, the bishop
was responsible for the Greek Orthodox
communities of Central and South America.

He established several communities,
and many youth and charitable organizations,
helped build churches and community cen-
ters in Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Uruguay, and
Panama, and two senior citizens homes in
Montevideo, Uruguay, and Buenos Aires.

In 1978, the president of Panama con-
ferred upon him the Grand Master of the
Order of Vasco Nunez de Balboa, the
nation�s highest decoration of honor. Also
that year, the president of Argentina pro-
claimed him a special presidential advisor.

On Dec. 5, 1978, Bishop Timothy was
reassigned to the Seventh Archdiocesan
District in Detroit and assumed his respon-
sibilities on  Jan. 20, 1979.

Bishop Timothy was also the recipient
of the Holy Cross Alumni Association Alumni
Citation, the Distinguished Michigan Reli-
gious Leaders Award from the Religious
Heritage of America and the honor of Knight
of the Order of Orthodox Crusaders of the
Holy Sepulcher, and the Order�s Golden
Cross and Star of Bethlehem from the Patri-
arch of Jerusalem for his many and varied
services to the Church and Hellenism.

when he accepted the Allegheny County
post, retiring in 1996.

Mr. Thomas also served as Illumina-
tor editor for many years and taught jour-
nalism for 29 years at Point Park College.

Funeral took place at St. Nicholas Ca-
thedral on Nov. 13 with Metropolitan
Maximos of Pittsburgh officiating.

Survivors include his wife, Donna
Popson Thomas; daughter, Maria Burgwin
of Oakland, Pa.; three sons, Nicholas of
Shaler Township, Stephen of Regent Square,
and George Jr., of Seattle; three brothers,
three sisters and three grandchildren.

of Ft. Pierce, Florida, Kalliope Ganiaris of
Woodbridge, New York, and Vasilia Lam-
brinoudis and Chrysso Ganiaris of Chicos,
Greece; eight grandchildren; and nine great
grandchildren.

Trisagion service was held Jan. 7, and
the funeral service Jan. 8. Remembrances
may be made to St. Elias Retreat Center,
Greek Orthodox Diocese of Pittsburgh, 5201
Ellsworth Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15232.

Born in Agrinion, Greece, to a family boast-
ing of many generations of priests, he received
simultaneous degrees from the University of
Athens in Theology and the Athens Conserva-
tory in Byzantine and Western Music.

Subsequently, he made Byzantine mu-

sic and chanting his life�s work and earned
worldwide recognition in the process.

In October of this year, he was hon-
ored at the White House with the presti-
gious National Heritage Fellowship Award
by the National Endowment for the Arts in
recognition of artists who �embody the spirit
of America�s living cultural heritage.�

In 1990, Mr. Papapostolou composed
the music for the liturgy celebrated by Ecu-
menical Patriarch Dimitrios I during his his-
toric first visit to the United States. He also
frequently presented his works in concerts
at the Smithsonian Institution in Washington.

He and his wife and partner in music,
Rena, also founded a non-profit organiza-
tion, Return to Origins, a cultural and musi-
cal dance program in which all of the area�s
Greek Orthodox community participated.

In addition to his wife, five adult chil-
dren and seven siblings survive Mr.
Papapostolou.

H O LY   S C R I P T U R E   R E A D I N G S

FEBRUARY ..........
1 M ........... 2 Pet. 1:20-2:9; Mk. 13:9-13
2 T .................. Heb. 7:7-17; Lk. 2:22-40
3 W ............ 2 Pet. 3:1-18; Mk. 13:24-31
4 Th ......... 1 Jn. 1:8-2:6; Mk. 13:31-14:2
5 F ................... 1 Jn. 2:7-17; Mk. 14:3-9
6 S ............ 2 Tim. 3:1-9; Lk. 20:45-21-4
7 SUN ...... 1 Cor. 6:12-20; Lk. 15:11-32
8 M ........... 1 Jn. 2:18:3-10; Mk. 11:1-11
9 T ............. 1 Jn. 3:11-20; Mk. 14:10-42
10 W ...... 1 Jn. 3:21-4:6; Mk. 14:43-15:1
11 Th ........ 1 Jn. 4:20-5:21; Mk. 15:1-15
12 F ..2 Jn. 1:1-13; Mk. 15:22-25, 33-41
13 S ..........1 Thes. 4:13-17; Jn. 5:24-30
14 SUN .....1 Cor. 8:8-9:2; Mt. 25:31-46
15 M3 Jn. 1:1-14; Lk. 19:29-40, 22:7-39
16 T ...Jude 1-10; Lk. 22:39-42, 45-23:1

17 W ................Joel 2:12-26; Joel 3:12-21
18 Th ....... Jude 11-25; Lk. 23:2-34, 44-56
19 F ........................ Zech. 8:7-14; 8:19-23
20 S. ... Rom. 14:19-23; 16:25-27; Mt. 6:1-13
21 SUN ..... Rom. 13:11-14:4; Mt. 6:14-21
22 M Isa. 1:1-20; Gen. 1:1-13; Prov. 1:1-20
23 T ...... Isa. 1:19-23; Gen. 1:14-23; Prov.

1:20-33
24 W ...... Isa. 2:3-11; Gen. 1:24-2:3; Prov.

2:1-22
25 Th ...... Isa. 2:11-22; Gen. 2:4-19; Prov.

3:1-18
26 F ....... Isa. 3:1-4; Gen. 2:20-3:20; Prov.

3:19-34
27 S ................. Heb. 1:1-12; Mk. 2:23-3:5
28 SUN Heb. 11:24-26;, 32-12:2; Jn. 1:43-51
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A hierarch of the Ecumenical Throne
and a recent graduate of Holy Cross School
of Theology were elected to key positions
at the World Council of Churches� Eighth
Assembly in Harare, Zimbabwe.

Metropolitan Chrysostomos of the Ecu-
menical Patriarchate�s senior See of Ephesus
is one of seven Church leaders elected to
the WCC� presidium for the next seven
years. He is one of two Orthodox hierarchs
to be elected a president at the WCC�s As-
sembly in December. The other is Patriarch
Ignatius of the Antiochian Orthodox Church.

Despina Prassis of Cranford, N.J., one
of the Ecumenical Patriarchate�s represen-
tatives at the assembly, a 1994 graduate of
Holy Cross and the daughter of Fr. George
Prassas, pastor of Holy Trinity Church in
Binghamton, N.Y.,  was named to the WCC�s
Central Committee.

U.S. Orthodox Participants
Participants in the World Council of

Churches� 50th anniversary Assembly, in-
cluded several U.S. representatives of Or-
thodox communions.

Here are just a few snapshots of their
involvements and observations:

The Very Rev. Leonid Kishkovsky, Ecu-
menical Officer, Orthodox Church in
America, Syosset, N.Y., said in an interview
shortly after the Assembly�s closing worship:

On WCC-Orthodox relations: �There�s
no sense of wrap-up, but there�s a sense of
openness.  I think we ended with a good
spirit.  We don�t have blockages.  I think we
have emerged from worship with common
affirmations of faith in Christ.

�The real issues remain, but I think we
have in place a process to handle them and
to address them and I think that effort will be
genuine. We have stayed together in order
to affirm our commitment to dealing with the
issues. There�s a sense that we are at the point
where we can engage in conversation on
those things that have involved difficulties.�

The Very Rev. Olof H. Scott, Charles-
ton, W.Va., Greek Orthodox Patriarchate of
Antioch and All the East, near the conclusion
of the Assembly said he feels �more positive
than  at the beginning. A lot of us came here
with doubts about the future of the WCC. I
sensed a real commitment to listen to each
other and find the right changes so our dia-
logue can continue and make real progress
toward real church unity. I hope we are clos-
ing out the century on an upbeat.�

Orthodox women describe dialogue
during Assembly, enthusiasm for Ecumeni-
cal Decade: Problems in WCC-Orthodox

Metropolitan Chrysostomos, Other Orthodox Named to Key WCC Posts

Harare Liturgy Marks Church�s Growth
HARARE, Zimbabwe (ENI)�A highly

unusual Orthodox liturgy was held in
Harare�s Greek Orthodox Cathedral of the
Holy Trinity on Sunday, Dec. 6, bringing
together - around the altar - representa-
tives of 13 of the world�s 15 Eastern Or-
thodox Churches.

By Andrei Zolotov

Many Orthodox clergy attended the
eighth assembly of the World Council of
Churches held in Harare last month.

Sunday�s service, intended as a sign
of Orthodox unity and of the Church�s
presence in Africa, was presided by Patri-
arch Petros VII of Alexandria and All Af-
rica and by Archbishop Anastasios of
Tirana and All Albania, who was an Or-
thodox missionary in Kenya before his
enthronement as the head of the Ortho-
dox Church in Albania in 1991.

Though for many centuries the Or-
thodox Church was a cornerstone of life
in Greek colonies in northern and, later,
other parts of Africa, in recent decades the
church has spread its influence far beyond
Africa�s Hellenic communities, mainly by
establishing missions across the continent.
Coptic Churches - which are part of the
Oriental Orthodox church family - have
also extended their work beyond their tra-
ditional bases in Egypt and Ethiopia.

In his address to the international
congregation on Sunday, Patriarch Petros
stressed the importance of Orthodox
unity, adding that Orthodoxy had deep
roots in Africa and was committed to ex-
panding its mission.

Although the Patriarchate of Alexan-
dria is numerically one of the world�s
smaller Orthodox Churches, it is recog-
nized by Orthodox Christians around the
world as the second �in dignity� - after
the See of Constantinople - because it was
established in the first century by the
Apostle Mark.

Taking part in the service were bish-
ops and priests from the Ecumenical Pa-
triarchate of Constantinople and the Pa-
triarchates of Antioch and Jerusalem, as
well clergy from the Russian, Romanian
and Georgian Orthodox churches, the
churches of Greece and Cyprus, from Or-
thodox churches in America and �the Czech
Lands,� and from the Polish Orthodox
Church. Conspicuously absent were rep-
resentatives of the Bulgarian and Serbian
Orthodox churches, which have not sent

delegates to the WCC assembly.
�Today we have the joy of participat-

ing in the glory of Orthodoxy,� said Arch-
bishop Makarios, of Zimbabwe, who
hosted the service. �Orthodoxy today is
spreading radically in the entire African
continent,� he said. �We look forward to
the day when there will be a network of
Orthodox churches around Zimbabwe.�

Though its membership is at present
overwhelmingly made up of ethnic
Greeks, the Zimbabwe diocese is now
completing the translation of its liturgy
into the Shona language - one of Zim-
babwe�s two main indigenous languages
- and is preparing to ordain its first indig-
enous priest. The Patriarchate of Alexan-
dria and All Africa consists of 14 dioceses
and has about 500 priests, most of them
black.

Kenya, where Archbishop Makarios
served before his appointment to Harare,
has the biggest concentration of Eastern
Orthodox Christians, with about 300
churches.

In Zimbabwe, which has today only
three Orthodox congregations and two
priests, missionary work is a key part of
the church�s activities. Zimbabwe�s Greek
community numbers about 2,500, most
of them descended from Greeks who ar-
rived here when the region was still a Brit-
ish colony called Southern Rhodesia.

Many of them came from Cyprus and
the Greek islands at the start of this cen-
tury to work on a major railway construc-
tion project and to set up farms and busi-
nesses. Though some ethnic Greeks have
left since Zimbabwean independence in
1980, many have stayed.

In many other African countries, sig-
nificant numbers of Russians and Roma-
nians, as well as ethnic groups from other
traditionally Orthodox nations, are trying
to form religious communities. An esti-
mated 60,000 ethnic Russians live in
South Africa alone.

By contrast, Bernard Diafouka, an in-
digenous Orthodox priest from Congo
(Brazzaville), said that in his country there
were only a handful of whites among the
4,000 to 5,000 Orthodox Christians.

�We have a young Patriarch who has
started to train many priests,� Diafouka said,
referring to Patriarch Petros. He said he was
convinced that Eastern Christianity had a
bright future in Africa. �We have just been
witnesses to that,� he commented after the
Dec. 6 pan-Orthodox liturgy.

(RNS) One of Russia�s oldest and most
famous churches has been broken into by
thieves, who took icons, crosses and other
religious objects, an Orthodox church
spokesman said on Jan. 4.

The cathedral, the Church of the Inter-
cession on the River Nerl, was built in 1165
and is located outside the city of Vladimir,
about 100 miles east of Moscow.

Abbot Innokenty, the secretary for the
regional diocese of the Russian Orthodox
Church, said the thieves took two icons, gold
and silver chains, small crosses and medal-
lions, the Associated Press reported.

He said church leaders were surprised
the church was robbed because the icons
are not especially valuable but said it was
also vulnerable because it is in the midst of
being restored and there was no money to
pay for a guard.

Famed  Orthodox
Church Is Looted

Russian Orthodox
Leave WCC
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The Russian Orthodox Church has with-
drawn from the World Council of Churches,
the Russian news service Itar-Tass said. The
Holy Synod of  the Russian Orthodox
Church, chaired by Patriarch Alexy the Sec-
ond, confirmed the action Dec. 29.

The Church said it was suspending
participation until problems discussed dur-
ing a conference in Greece last  spring are
resolved. A commission is expected to take
three years  addressing the problems.

Orthodox churches have repeatedly
called for withdrawal from the  World Coun-
cil of Churches because of theological and
moral differences  with Protestants.

The Orthodox churches �are shocked
by the appearance  in Protestant churches
of clergymen belonging to the sexual mi-
norities, as well as of women clergymen,�
Itar-Tass said.

Orthodox churches, which  make up
about 25 percent of the WCC membership,
also have protested their inability to make
an impact on decisions in the world coun-
cil, which sets policy by majority vote.

The Holy Synod of the Russian Ortho-
dox Church announced its decision follow-
ing its last meeting of 1998 which ended on
Tuesday evening.

Archbishop Sergeii of Solnechnogorsk,
head of the Business Management Depart-
ment of the Moscow Patriarchate, said the
suspension would last until a joint commis-
sion between the Russian church and the
Council published its results, which could
be at least three years.

The World Council of Churches is an
ecumenical body of liberal Protestant de-
nominations and the Orthodox Churches,
which has brought the two groups into con-
flict in recent years over the groups increas-
ingly liberal outlook on issues including ho-
mosexuality, abortion, and the ordination of
women.

At the council�s recent world meeting
in Zimbabwe, the group took up the con-
cerns of the Orthodox churches and set up
a commission to study the problems.

At the General Assembly for the World
Council of Churches that was held

at the beginning of December, to cel-
ebrate the institution�s 50th anniversary,
Rev. Hilarion Alfeyev of the Russian Ortho-
dox Church, alerted: �If there aren�t changes,
other Orthodox churches will leave the
World Council of Churches. This is not
blackmail, but a painful reality that we can-
not put up with. We want to continue on,
but we also want a transformation in the
WCC to make it a home for everyone.�

The Russian Orthodox Church, with its
123 dioceses, located principally in territo-
ries of the old Soviet Union, is not the first
Christian confession to abandon the Coun-
cil. The Georgian Orthodox Church has al-
ready taken a similar measure.

Among the 332 Christian churches that
belong to the WCC are the Anglicans, the
Lutherans, the Reformed Churches and the
Orthodox. The Catholic Church, however,
has never been a member.

relations weren�t ignored at a Padare on
�Orthodox Churches in the Ecumenical
Movement.�

In dialogue, �you have to express who
you are,� said Despina Prassis, �That�s been
one of the strengths of the ecumenical
movement - giving all churches the oppor-
tunity to get to know ourselves better and
express who we are.

�Encounters with people (here at the
Assembly) are so encouraging and a sign of
hope for the future of ecumenical dialogue,�
Ms. Prassis said. �We are here because we
want to be here. I am here because I want
to be here.�

She also praised the WCC�s Ecumeni-
cal Decade of the Churches in Solidarity with
Women. �The Decade was really great for
us,� Ms. Prassis said. �The WCC is publish-
ing statements and papers from the
Decade�s two Orthodox women�s consul-
tations (Title: Orthodox Women Speak). If

Protestant churches pick these up, they will
learn so much.�

U.S. delegates elected to new
Central Committee

The 150-member Central Committee
carries responsibility for WCC governance
between Assemblies. Among persons
elected to serve until the WCC�s 9th Assem-
bly, to be held in seven years, are:  Despina
Prassas, Ecumenical Patriarchate of Con-
stantinople, Cranford, N.J.; Anne Glynn-
Mackoul, Greek Orthodox Patriarchate of
Antioch and All the East, Princeton, N.J.; The
Very Rev. Leonid Kishkovsky, Orthodox
Church in America, Syosset, N.Y.; Dr. Rubina
Peroomian, Armenian Apostolic Church-
Catholiocossate of Cilicia, Glendale, Calif.;
Bishop Serapion (Egypt/U.S.A.), Coptic Or-
thodox Church, Los Angeles, Calif.; and Mar
Cyril Ephraim Karim, Syrian Orthodox Pa-
triarchate of Antioch, Mahwah, N.J.
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& AMERICAN MUSIC

of NEW YORK

e-mail: Trojan888@aol.com

C L A S S I F I E D  A D S
LEGAL SERVICES REAL ESTATE/BUS. MUSICIANS

Dr. Kimon A. Legakis
Athens University Law SchoolUMaster of Law, Hervard Law School

Doctor of Law, Greece
UCertificate of International Law, Hague Academy of Int�l Law
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& (011-302) 992-7111

Fax: (011-301)382-0838

With emphasis on: Settlement of Inheritance, Taxes, Disputed
Properties, Civil, International Family and Business Law in Greece

GEORGE KENT�GREEK�AMERICAN�INTERNATIONAL
ORCHESTRA & ENTERTAINMENT

EXPOSÉ REQUESTED! �BOOK EARL�BOOK EARL�BOOK EARL�BOOK EARL�BOOK EARLY FOR 10% REBY FOR 10% REBY FOR 10% REBY FOR 10% REBY FOR 10% REBAAAAATE!�TE!�TE!�TE!�TE!�

CALL KENT 1-914-476-3020
or write: 118 Bolmer Ave., N.Yonkers, NY 10703-1637
Send for stereo cassette albums �Zorba� or �Athena� $11.00 for one, $20 for both to address above.

ONLY TRUST YOUR SOCIAL TO A PROVEN NAME GROUP OF FULL TIME PRO-
FESSIONAL MUSICIANS ENTERTAINERS, AT AFFORDABLE PRICES, WHO�S
ONLY BUSINESS IS MUSIC. PERFORMING AUTHENTIC GREEK MUSIC OF ALL
REGIONS, COLONIES OF GREECE. FEATURING THE �PRIME VOICE OF
GREECE...�  THE CLARINO & BOUZOUKI PLUS VOCALS. BEWARE! OF GREEK
BANDS PROMISING AMERICAN MUSIC, THEN PLAYING TAPES!  ALL OUR
MUSIC IS PERFORMED �LIVE�...OUR AMERICAN SOUNDS PURE AMERICAN,
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INTERNET: http://www.vali.com � Email:Music@vali.com
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Gus Vali
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James D. Prappas*

Attorney and Councelor at Law
3555 Timmons Lane, Suite 1450

Houston, Texas 77027
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Texas Board of Legal Specialization

36 West 44th Street � Suite 1300,
New York, NY 10036

U.S. IMMIGRATION � TAXATION
BUSINESS LAW

INTERNATIONAL TRANSACTIONS
WILLS & ESTATES

Dr. ARES D. AXIOTIS
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW

Tel.: (212) 840-3422 or (203) 255-3312

MEMBER OF N.Y. AND CT BARS

ÄÉÄÁÊÔÙÑ ÐÁÍ/ÌÉÏÕ OXFORD, ENGLAND
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WEDDINGS

Classified Ads
rate is $50.00 per col-
umn inch. This Box is
one column by one
inch and costs $50.
ALL ADS ARE PRE-PAID

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL INVESTMENTS
32 Units $1,350,000 Ft. Lauderdale

CALL YOUR SOUTH FLORIDA CONNECTION
G R E E K  S P O K E N  F L U E N T L Y

THOMAS DELIS Realtor Associate
954/568-0082 days 954/781-0140 evenings

HUBERT & WEST, INC. Realtors
2000 E. Oakland Park Blvd., Suite 203, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33306

RANGAVES PETER
SMALL DANCE BANDS
LARGE ORCHESTRAS

American � Italian � French
Greek � German � Latin

3342 Stony Point Road, Santa Rosa, CA 95407
Call Peter 707-526-1138

Wedding and Christen-
ing items, Favors, Marti-
rika, Vaptistika, Ecclesi-
astical items.
We ship anywhere!
(718) 721-9190(718) 721-9190(718) 721-9190(718) 721-9190(718) 721-9190

KENTRIKON-NOUFARO
23-33 31 St.

Astoria, NY 11105

DISPLAY ADVERTISING
per column inch:............$55.00
quarter pg: ................... $750.00
half page: ................. $1,500.00
full page: .................. $3,000.00

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
single column inch .......$ 50.00
dbl. column inch ..........$100.00

ADVERTISING RATES

MECHANICAL REQUIREMENTS
y �Type page width� is 59 picas
(9.75�), depth is 14 inches
y Display ads: Four columns to
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WOMEN & ORTHODOXY

For centuries women have been
uniquely viewed as a creative source of hu-
man life. Historically, however, they have
been considered not only intellectually in-
ferior to men but also a major source of
temptation and evil. Undeniably, they have
been and still are the unifying element in
the family.

The Plight of Pioneer Greek-
American Women Revisited

by Eleni Daniels

Women are still working towards the well
being of the family, their community and the
world around them. This has not been an easy
road, but a road well traveled by many.

Maternity, the natural biological role of
women, has traditionally been regarded as
their major social role. The resulting stereo-
type that �a woman�s place is in the home�
largely determined the ways in which

lectures.
Due to a widening interest on the sub-

ject, the photo exhibit, �Greek-American Pio-
neer Women in Illinois� will be mounted at
the Assumption Church in Chicago in March.

�There is a tremendous interest about
these women throughout the community at
large. Our most recent photo exhibit was
held in the State of Illinois building and thou-
sands of people had the opportunity to view
the exhibit,� said Mrs. Thomopoulos.

Accompanying the upcoming exhibit,
will be a newly published booklet of the
same name that will provide a more in-depth
history on the lives of these women.

�This is very important because it gives
us information on our history as Greek-
American women and it helps us to better
understand the role of our grandparents and
our role as Greek-American women within
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women expressed themselves.
Nevertheless, when they were allowed

personal and intellectual freedom, women
made significant achievements. During the
Middle Ages nuns played a key role in the
religious life of Europe. Aristocratic women
enjoyed power and prestige. Women rulers
influenced eras: Queen Elizabeth of England
in the 16th century, Catherine the Great of
Russia in the 18th century, and Queen
Victoria of England in the 19th century.

At the turn of the 19th century, the first
wave of Greek migration to America brought
with it many men and women who blazed a
trail for those that followed. This included a
group of pioneer Greek women who mi-
grated to Illinois. They struggled with a for-
eign language and culture in the �xenitia� and
upheld their own language, traditions and
above all their Orthodox faith traditions. They
acculturated to help build the groundwork
for the first Greek communities in this coun-
try. All these women shared the same dreams
and desires as women of today: to build a
better future for themselves and their family.

A small representation of the many
early immigrant women were remembered
and honored for their outstanding accom-
plishments in this country by way of a project
called, �Greek-American Women in Illinois.�

Members of the Greek Women�s Uni-
versity Club (GWUC) of Chicago and a com-
mittee of academics initiated the two-year
project in October 1996.

�The Greek-American experience always
featured the male counterpart. This project
is the first of its kind in the community fea-
turing the Greek-American woman,� said
project co-curator Elaine Thomopoulos, Ph.D.

The project, sponsored by the Illinois
Humanities Council, the National Endow-
ment for the Humanities, the Illinois Gen-
eral Assembly, the Foundation for Hellenic
Studies in Washington, and many Greek-
American organizations, consisted of a photo
exhibit, literary readings, panel discussions,
an oral history program, and a series of 15

our culture and our reli-
gion,� said Barbara Javaras,
president of the GWUC.

Their photo exhibit
features the lives of five
extraordinary women:
Georgia Bitzis Pooley, Pres-
bytera Stella Christoulakis
Petrakis, Venette Tomaras
Askounes-Ashford, Theano
Papazaglou Margaris and
State Senator Adeline J.
Geo-Karis. Following is a
brief description of each
woman:

Georgia Bitzis Pooley
was the first Greek woman
to settle in Chicago. She

emigrated in 1885 from Corfu, Greece.
Pooley was an educated woman who knew
several languages and ministered to the
needs of the Greek immigrants thereby tak-
ing a prominent role in the newly develop-
ing Greek-American community. She
founded the Greco-Slavonic Brotherhood,
whose purpose was the organization of the
first Eastern Orthodox house of worship in
Illinois. She and her husband raised six chil-
dren in this country. Pooley died in 1945 at
the age of 96.

Presbytera Stella Petrakis emigrated
from Crete, Greece in 1916. Initially, she
and her family landed in Carbon County,
Utah, and moved to Chicago in 1923. With
her superior philanthropic and organiza-
tional skills, she founded several organiza-
tions. These included; the St. Helen�s
Philoptochos, Aghia Paraskevi, Koreas
School Mother�s Club, the Young Ladies�
Hellenic Society and the St. Constantine Red
Cross Unit. Best known as the �guiding light�
to those who knew her, she died in 1979 a
day short of her 91st birthday.

Venette Askounes was a distinguished
social worker, teacher and active member
of the Greek communities in Chicago, St.
Louis and Tampa. She immigrated from
Filiatra, Messinia, Greece as a toddler in
1910. She graduated from DePaul Univer-
sity in 1927 and completed post-graduate
work at the University of Chicago. Mrs.
Askounes began her social work at Hull
House in Chicago and touched the lives of
many in her work for the Immigrant�s Pro-
tective League. Known to many as the �Jane
Addams of the Greeks,� Mrs. Askounes died
at the age of 88 in 1994.

Theano Margaris was known as the
�Grand Dame of Greek Letters.� She immi-
grated to this country as a refugee from Tur-
key in 1923. In addition to being a prolific
writer and journalist, she was also an ac-
tress in the Greek theatre. She wrote five

See WOMEN & ORTHODOXY page 24
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LETTERS
from page 8

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
from page 9

into my heart and life. My lifestyle and re-
fusal to accept God back into my life resulted
in me going to prison (Galatians 6:7,8).
Prison has changed my life dramatically.
Before entering prison I had fallen from
God�s grace. This �time�, however, has
given me the opportunity to re-evaluate my
priorities. Most important, I have taken this
opportunity to re-establish a personal rela-
tionship with our God and, of course, re-
establish my foundation with some of the
Orthodox faithful. How did this come about?
I am accomplishing this with the help of
people like Father Lassios, Father Man-
tzouris, and Father Gounaris.

Through Father Lassios� Holy Cross
Prison Ministry Home Study Program I am
relearning the important elements of the
spiritual life in the Orthodox Church. This is
the first of many courses offered to those of
us who are incarcerated. It is my hope that
after the completion of the seven courses
and my release from prison, the Orthodox
faithful will accept me to fully participate in
the lay ministry of the Orthodox Church.

The road in life is not an easy one to
follow (Matthew 7:13, 14). I struggle from
time to time, as we all do. However, I know
the Lord is with me and I can, therefore, do
all things through Christ who strengthens
me (Phillipians 4:13; Psalm 34:15-17).
Sometimes, though, there are situations in
which we need the guidance of out elders.
It is for this reason that those of us incarcer-
ated need people like Father Mantzouris.
With his guidance I can continue to under-
stand the meaning of God�s Word as it re-
lates to real life situations.

Father Mantzouris stated in one of his
articles in the Orthodox Observer:

�Greek Orthodox Christians in prison,

men and women, need the presence of the
Church. Even in prison, Christ reaches out
to them through us. They need visitation,
prayer, correspondence, and �connection�
with the community of the faithful. The pres-
ence of the priest is needed for confession,
guide, and good listener. (I am thankful that
I do have a priest, Father Gounaris, who
comes to visit me). He can celebrate the
Eucharist, anoint with Holy Oil, conduct
catechism, and offer words of consolation
and admonition.�

Most of the visitation, prayer, corre-
spondence, and connection with the Church
is through the priest. Is this right? Should
we leave this responsibility solely on our
priests� shoulders? Some of you might think
that those of us incarcerated are the �least�
in the kingdom because of our crime against
God, society, family, etc. whatever your as-
sessment, though, the words of our Lord
remind me that we are all brethren strug-
gling with sin, endeavoring to go to Heaven
(Ephesians 6: 10-12). Therefore, the need
is there for believers behind bars who need
fellowship and encouragement from believ-
ers of like faith. Let�s all do our part.

Your Greek Orthodox brethren in
prison need your support and words of en-
couragement and guidance. Prison minis-
tries like those of Father Lassios, Father
Mantzouris, and Father Gounaris offer an
invaluable service, but individual priests can
only do so much. The assistance of the en-
tire community of Orthodox faithful is
needed.

One day Jesus Christ will say to you, �I
was in prison and you visited me,� (Mat-
thew 25:36). Or He might say, �You did not
visit me,� (Matthew 25:43). Which state-
ment do you want our Lord to say to you?

Greg J. Levandis
Pendleton, Ind.

gazebo, and can provide space for future
expansion.

Fr. George happily reports that nearly
two-thirds of church revenue comes from the
successful stewardship program. Donations
and gifts account for the rest of its income.

The parish has a Greek festival, but in-
come from the event goes directly into a
restricted fund for future expansion.

There is much emphasis on worship
and religious education, as noted above,
especially since Fr. George, a hospital ad-
ministrator for 15 years before entering the
priesthood, worked in the Department of
Religious Education while attending Holy
Cross School of Theology.

Religious education doesn�t end with
the school year. In the summer, the parish
offers a Family Camp in lieu of vacation Bible
school.

The Family Camp meets in the evenings
and includes children and one or both par-
ents.

Enhancing the church services is a
strong music ministry consisting of three
psaltis and four choirs- the mixed , youth,
women�s and men�s choirs.

The mixed choir sings at the Divine Lit-
urgies and at Great Vespers every Saturday
evening and even at local hospitals, while

PARISH PROFILE
from page 17

According to St. Gregory of Nyssa the
99th psalm �extols God�s glory.� It is a psalm
that �emphasizes worship rather than
knowledge, that is, the poverty of mind in
comparison to the incomprehensibility of
God.� Referring to the use of this psalm in
Judaic temple worship, St. Jerome likewise
suggests that the �footstool of God� refers
to the soul of the believer. �Happy is the
man,� he insists, �in whom Jesus sets His
foot every day.� In other words, apart from
the nations and His chosen people the na-
ture of God�s sovereignty is not to be found
in temples made of stone but rather in the
hearts and souls of the faithful . . . in the
individual. �The man who pursues a trea-
sury of spiritual knowledge,� insists Jerome,
�is the throne of God.� As such, apart from
describing the extent of God�s government
Psalm 99 challenges us to acknowledge the
nature of His sovereignty by adhering to the
patristic admonition to extol His glory with
�holy words and holy works.�

In Old Testament terms, Zion, the
Temple, the city of Jerusalem is the seat of
God�s government. According to Orthodox
theology, however, the city of Jerusalem is
merely a shadow of its heavenly counter-
part. If the Lord is King, if He is sovereign, if
we truly live our lives under His government,
then Christ Jesus must sit upon the Throne
of our hearts and souls. Although, many mis-
understood, we should come to acknowl-
edge the eternal truth that Christ did not
come to destroy and rebuild the temple in
Jerusalem. Rather, He came to rebuild and
redeem the sanctuary of the inner city found
within. The government of God is therefore
best understood on three inter-related lev-
els: to the nations (Cosmos), to His people
(Church) and, finally, to the individual (Chris-
tian).

As we then stand on the street-corner
of the 99th year of the 20th century the ques-
tion that the 99th psalm of David confronts
us with is this: Who governs the kingdom
of our inner temple?

Psalm 99 describes five characteristics
that belong to the nature of God�s govern-
ment. The Lord rules with might, justice, His
word, mercy, and discipline.

Although space does not permit a com-
prehensive examination of each character-
istic of His sovereignty, I would be remiss
not to underscore the emphasis the psalm-

ist places on the study and adherence to
God�s word.

The psalmist asserts that Moses, Aaron
and Samuel �called on the Lord and He an-
swered them.� He insists that God answered
them �from the pillar of a cloud.�

The lesson that the 99th psalm offers
the family of the 99th year of the 20th cen-
tury is indeed clear. Emulate the priestly and
prophet examples of Moses, Aaron and
Samuel.

In other words, it is only through wor-
ship and prayer that mankind can properly
understand (study) God�s Word. St. Gregory
of Nyssa warns that without humble prayer
as its foundational motivation our study of
scripture can become �sheer vanity.� If we
desire to properly understand, honor and
respect His Holy Word we must therefore
remain obedient to the comprehensive rule
of worship that government demands.

Having accepted the extent and the
nature of God�s sovereignty, the 99th Psalm
suggests that praise and worship is the
proper response to His government. We are
instructed three times to �exalt the Lord our
God and worship at His footstool.�

The psalmist insists that the reason for
such a response is the �holiness� of God.
Worship is, in the end, the true purpose of
life. It is based on the extent and nature of
God�s government. It is the acknowledg-
ment of our submission to His will and rule
in our lives.

The intersection of the new millennium
should find Orthodox Christians concerned
with much more than the two �I�s of im-
peachment and Iraq. I can think of no greater
lesson for the family of mankind than to re-
alize that the most important issue in life is
one of lordship. Who is the master of our
lives? Who is Lord and King? Who sits on
the throne of our heart?

Spiritual security belongs to those who
acknowledge God�s sovereignty and wor-
ship at His footstool. While the globe looks
to the midnight taxis of might, politics, eco-
nomics and technology to take it safely into
the 99th year of the 20th century, Ortho-
dox faithful should nonetheless seek to fol-
low the advice of the 99th Psalm, a hymn
that acknowledges the only true Lord and
King . . . the Savior, Jesus Christ!

Rev. Dr. Frank Marangos is Department
of Religious Education director;
frfrank@omaccess.com

the men�s choir sings at weddings and dur-
ing weekday liturgies.

Patterning the choirs� location on the
practice at the seminary, two choir areas are
situated on either side of the solea. On Palm
Sundays, the youth choir stands to the right
while the mixed choir is at the left.

Fr. George lauded the spiritual level of
Holy Trinity community, noting that all 15
parish council members are active in church
activities and that everyone strives to pre-
serve Orthodoxy.

�I feel very fortunate to serve in this
community,� said Fr. George.

� compiled by Jim Golding

books of short stories, two literary studies,
a play, and was a regular columnist for sev-
eral major Greek newspapers. She won the
prestigious Greek State Literary Award for
her short stories about the Greek-American
experience. Mrs. Margaris died in 1991.

State Sen. Adeline Geo-Karis immi-
grated from Tegeas, Greece in 1923 at the
age of four. She has served as choir direc-
tor, Philoptochos president and president of
the Board of Trustees at St. Demetrios in
Waukegan. Committed to public service,
she has served in the Illinois legislature since
1972. She was the second Greek-American
woman in Chicago to become a lawyer and
one of the first female lawyers in the Navy�s
Judge Advocate Corps. At present, she

serves as Assistant Majority Leader in the
State Senate, the first woman to hold this
position.

The Greek Women�s University Club
(GWUC) was founded in February 1931 to
promote education and encourage arts, lit-
erature and sciences in the community.
Throughout the years the GWUC has fos-
tered our Greek heritage and rewarded ex-
cellence. For further information on upcom-
ing events, call (630) 655-2077.

This column highlights women and the
Orthodox faith and how their faith has
changed their lives and those around them.
If you would like to share your story or to
recommend a woman for a future highlight,
please write to: Editor, Orthodox Observer,
8 East 79th St., NYC 10021 or fax to: (212)
774-0239.
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challengeYouth Ministry

Email: youthoffice@goarch.org

The Ten Com mandments �or Ten Suggestions?

M
ost Orthodox Christians know
them, not to mention, most
Americans in general, how-

ever, like everything else in this age of rela-
tivity, they know them only superficially.
One could even say that they are more un-
derstood today as the �ten suggestions�
rather than the Ten Commandments!

To really know the Ten Command-
ments though, is to really be able to know
yourself...your faults, your gifts, your weak-
nesses and your strengths. To really know
the Ten Commandments is to be able to
confess to God the way He truly wants to
hear us confess.

Let us take, for instance the command-
ment �Thou shall not kill.� Certainly most
of us think that we are free and clear on that
one, since hopefully, no one reading this
article is serving time for killing someone,
nor do I believe that many of us engage in
drive-by shootings! Yet this commandment
goes deeper than this, as to murder the spirit
of another is also killing.

To intentionally do anything that may
devastate another into becoming physically,
emotionally or spiritually ill, is breaking the
commandment. This would include mali-
cious gossip, deliberate acts to hurt some-
one, to �fix� someone, or to �show some-
one up,� etc. We often associate these be-
haviors with teen-agers, yet, it is alarming
how many adults allow themselves to get
carried away enough with negative emotions
to engage in these types of things. We only
need to look at how the media hits on those
celebrities who try to live a moral and de-
cent life, yet elevates those who are infa-
mous and immoral.

�Do not covet thy neighbor�s goods� is
another commandment often overlooked
and widely misunderstood. To covet is, in
essence, to be so jealous that you want to
take something that the other person has
for yourself.

This can be a boyfriend or a girlfriend,
(husband or wife), a job, a position or title,
or material goods. Rather than compete in a
healthy manner in order to attain the same
type of things for oneself, the person who
covets might try to manipulate, exclude, un-

dercut, belittle, and
even control the other
person in order to attain
that which the other
person has and which
he or she desires. What
an offense this must be
to our Lord, who has
given each and every-
one of us different gifts
and blessings, to not ac-
knowledge them and be
thankful for them, but
instead to be jealous of
others. What an offense
it must be to God, when
He has given everyone
free will to pursue or
attain what they want,
for another to try to con-
trol that person in order
to hold him down!

It is mind-boggling
to think that great wars
of independence have been fought through-
out the world and throughout history in or-
der to trample upon oppression and yet some
of us think nothing of doing the very same
oppressing and control of their Christian
brothers and sisters.

�Do not bear false witness� doesn�t
simply mean do not lie under the oath if
you are ever called to testify in court. It also
means do not slander, deceive or create false
impressions about another, period!

�Do not worship graven images,� does
not mean that if you are not worshipping
trees or golden pillars you are OK...in fact,
we should heed this commandment in our
hearts and souls, especially today, for money
and success when not put in their perspec-
tive, can also be graven images or idols.

Granted, the pursuit of money and suc-
cess is an intrinsic part of the greatness of
America and a tribute to who we are today,
however, it is the love of these, a love that
takes precedent over our love of God whether
it be a celebrity, sports star, or business per-
son for his or her money and success, and not
for what they are doing with their blessings,
then we have to evaluate ourselves in relation

to this commandment.
With all the

money, for instance,
that a ball player or an
actor makes, how
many are known for
their philanthropy?
How many have pub-
licly said thank you to
God through whom
these blessings were
given in order to in-
spire the love of God
in others? How many
are giving back to the
less fortunate in their
communities, as God
not only wants, but ex-
pects from those
which much less has
been given?

In order to truly
call ourselves Ortho-
dox Christians, we

must ponder upon all these commandments
in all of their meaning, and try to follow
them. Without them, we cannot be in God�s
grace.

The commandments are basic abso-
lutes, they teach us right from wrong, and
that is sorely needed in today�s society. The
world around us is confusing us and our
children. �God fearing people� is now an
outdated and misunderstood adjective for
the moral and decent...the �me� generation
and all its psycho-babble speaks only of self-
ishness, self esteem, and satisfying one�s
own needs with no regard for the other.

Owning up to one�s wrongdoing is al-
most extinct, as every hurt inflicted upon
another can be rationalized away...The
simple yet profoundly Christian, not to men-
tion civil words �I am sorry� or �forgive me,�
almost do not exist any longer. That is why
the Ten Commandments, along with the
teachings of our Lord Jesus Christ and the
holy Church Fathers, are more important
today than ever before.

Aliki Marie Los
Sunday school teacher, Holy Trinity

Church, New Rochelle, N.Y.

The Three Holy Hierarchs are St. Basil
the Great, Archbishop of Caesarea in
Cappadocia, St. Gregory the Theologian,
Bishop of Nazianzus and Archbishop of
Constantinople, and St. John Chrysostom
of Antioch, also Archbishop of Con-
stantinople. Each saint has his own feast day,
St. Basil on January 1, St. Gregory on Janu-
ary 25, and St. John on November 13.

This date originated in this 11th century
because of the controversy that stemmed
from the dispute among some believers as
to which saint was the greatest of the three.

Some embraced Basil as the greatest
for his commitment to purity and to cour-
age; others regarded Gregory for deep
thoughts on theological issues; and many
others considered Chrysostom at the finest
for his outstanding gift of oration and pre-
sentation of the Faith.

But through a vision in a dream of the
local bishop, John of Euchaita, the three
saints appeared to him and declared that
there should not be a dispute to declare their
superiority, since they are one in God and
that none was greater than the others.

Therefore, because of this vision, the
date of January 30 was set aside to celebrate
the feast of these great icons of our Chris-
tian Faith, the Three Holy Hierarchs.

This feast also is the celebration of Or-
thodox and Greek Letters, which is recog-
nized by theological and Greek parochial
schools.

Let us who love their words come to-
gether with hymns,

To honor the three great torch-bearers
of the Triune Godhead,

Basil the Great, Gregory the Theologian
and John Chrysostom.

These men have enlightened the world
with the rays of their divine doctrines.

They are flowing rivers of wisdom,
Who have filled all creation with springs

of heavenly knowledge.
They ceaselessly intercede for us be-

fore the Holy Trinity.
Apolytikion (Dismissal Hymn) of the

Three Holy Hierarchs

Saints and Feasts:
Three Holy Hierarchs

What Do You Think?
C to Rene Russo, star of the

movie RANSOM, who says,
�At a pretty young age, I had a

lot of things: cars and boyfriends and money
and covers of Vogue...and I wasn�t happy.
So then I had to keep looking, and that�s
when I went to church.�  I guess church still
has some redeeming value.

C to IOCC (International Ortho
dox Christian Charities), who
are sponsoring �The Souper

Bowl.� Many Orthodox Churches will spon-
sor this event, where on Sunday, January
31, parishioners are asked to donate $1 and
one canned good to help hungry and hurt-
ing people in their communities.  Many
youth groups (JOY, GOYA & YAL) are already
participating. There is still time to get in-
volved, call IOCC for more info, 1-877-803-
4622, or visit their website (www.iocc.org).

5. How many doors did the ark have?
A. one
B. two
C. four
D. too many to count

6. How many people did Noah take on
the Ark?

A. 2
B. 7
C. 11
D. Bible does not say

7. True or False:
Noah chose ONLY two of each species

of animals with him on the Ark.
8. How old was Noah when the flood came?

A. 35
B. 50
C. 120
D. 600

9. What bird did Noah send out first to
see if there was dry land?

A. a pigeon
B. a raven
C. a chicken
D. a sparrow
E. none of the above

Challenge  Triv ia
Noah and the Ark

1. What was Noah�s profession?
A. carpenter
B. boat builder
C. farmer
D. priest

2. How many years did it take Noah to
build the ark?

A. 1 year
B. 3 years
C. 40 years
D. 120 years

3. Noah had three sons, what were their
names?

A. Ham, Shem, and Japheth
B. Huey, Dewey, and Louie
C. Manny, Moe, and Jack
D. Cain, Abel, and Seth

4. How big was the Ark?
A. 100 cubits high, 50 cubits wide, and

25 cubits long
B. 300 cubits long, 30 cubits high, and

50 cubits wide
C. 500 cubits wide, 250 cubits high, and

100 cubits long
D. As big as the Titanic
(A cubit is about the length of your forearm)

�Liturgical Hymns of Praise�
by Orthodox Youth

Now Available !
See Order Form on page 23

� To subscribe to the Youth Office
Listserver, send an e-mail to:
m a j o r d o m o @ l i s t . g o a r c h . o r g
� In the BODY of the e-mail, type in:
subscribe youth

�By abstaining from evil and by the
practice of good deeds, a person becomes
holy.  It is not as though he were sanctified
by works, for no soul will be justified by
the works of the law, but rather that by
practicing such actions he is brought into
the fellowship with the Holy God.�

St. Symeon the New Theologian

ChallengeChallengeChallengeChallengeChallenge is the youth supplement
to the Orthodox Observer a service of

the Department of Youth & Young
Adult Ministries.

Contributors for this issue
Mary Douvres
Aliki Marie Los

Fr. Anastasios Bourantas

Articles reflect the opinion of the writers.
Write to: Youth & Young Adult Ministries,
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America;
8 East 79th Street,New York, N.Y.  10021

to Us!From the Church Fathers

ANSWERS: 1C, 2D, 3A, 4B, 5B, 6C, 7 False (7 types), 8D, 9B
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Under Fr. Sitaras, St. Basil Academy
is poised to provide new levels of ser-
vice to the Greek Orthodox community.

In addition to making the academy
available for retreats and conferences,
immediate plans include revitalizing the
Camp Good Shepherd program that will

Many activities

GARRISON, N.Y. � St. Basil
Academy�s dynamic new director, Fr.
Constantine Sitaras, brings many new
dreams and ideas to this venerable in-
stitution of the Archdiocese which has
served the Church since its acquisition
in 1944.

�We�ve already done a lot,� he said,
�citing a major grounds-cleaning effort
and the refurbishing and remodeling of
the upper floors of the administration
building that will contain conference
rooms.

The director also hopes to restore
several unused buildings on the 225-
acre grounds, including the old boys�
dorm, originally a stable, that will serve
as an Orthodox retreat center with ac-
commodations for 100.

The gymnasium will also be reha-
bilitated and a weight-lifting room will
be added.

Fr. Sitaras also has ambitious plans
for some of the old houses on the prop-
erty that years ago served as residences

ST. BASIL ACADEMY

The AHEPA school building has
caught the attention of an area public
school district with a space shortage.
Fr. Sitaras is currently holding discus-
sions with district officials who have
expressed interest in leasing the build-
ing.

At the children�s Christmas pag-
eant that took place on Dec. 19, Arch-
bishop Spyridon commenting on Fr.
Sitaras� accomplishments and goals,
remarked to the faithful who filled the
chapel, �there is a difference, a tremen-
dous difference in the progress made
here and it encourages us to support
you even more in the future.� He
added, �We are already seeing the
fruits of your endeavors. You have a
wonderful vision for this institution
and we�ll help you attain this.�

New Plans for the School
Reflecting on the Academy�s

change in mission from an all-day in-
stitution, Fr. Sitaras welcomed the
transition of the children into the lo-
cal public schools. �I think it�s a ter-
rific idea. It�s better to have them
mainstreamed than segregated,� he
said. �I don�t think I�d want to go back
to our own school. I think the public
school system can offer much more
to the kids. It�s very costly to try to
duplicate the services available in the
public schools.�

Fr. Sitaras brings a wealth of expe-
rience to his �new� post. Actually, this
is his second tour as director, having
served in the position in 1980-84. And
from the early 1970s until very recently,
he also was the director of the highly
successful Ionian Village program.for staff members and which currently

are not in use. He hopes to establish a
convent for nuns in one of these struc-
tures. Another home will serve as an as-
sisted living facility for retired celibate
clergy.

To make as much use of the
Academy�s ample land as possible, the
large athletic field on the Academy�s
south campus has been cleaned up and
renovated as is ready to go, the director
said. The children will participate in a
variety of athletic activities when spring
arrives.

While its role as an all-day school
ended in 1996, it continues to function
as a center for nurturing, not only or-
phans, but any child coming from an
environment of hardship and difficulty
and family instability.

St. Basil�s still serves as an after-
school learning center where its 21 chil-
dren who reside there during the aca-
demic year learn the Orthodox faith, the
Greek language and take part in many
cultural and recreational activities.

The 21 children at the academy, 13
boys and eight girls ranging in age from
4 to 17, have successfully adapted to
the public school setting.

The children eat breakfast at the
Academy every morning before leaving
for school and have dinner each night.

After returning to the Academy in
the afternoon, the children continue
their instruction in the faith and Greek
language and participate in recreational
activities and arts and crafts. Sunday,
they worship at the St. Basil Chapel.

On many weekends, the children go
on field trips to museums, parishes and
other points of interest.

A Place of Nurturing

The teen-agers recently attended
a GOYA dance at Holy Cross parish
in New Rochelle, and, in mid-Decem-
ber, all the children traveled to Radio
City Music Hall to see the Christmas
show through the efforts of Board
President Dr. Steve Gounardes who
convinced Chase Manhattan Bank to
sponsor the trip.

Under Its New Director, St. Basil

be offered during the sum-
mer. It is being organized by
the Archdiocese District of
New York youth director.

Another major event will
be the annual spring Scout
Camporee, which draws large
numbers of Scouts from the
Archdiocese District. It has
been scheduled for April 24-25.

Fr. Sitaras expressed
great optimism for the
institution�s future. �There�s
been an outpouring of sup-
port from priests,
Philoptochos chapter presi-
dents, Daughters of Penelope
chapters, doctors and den-
tists. �They have all been call-
ing to offer their support,� he
said. �St. Basil is really taking
care of this place.�

Purchased originally for
use as an orphanage under
the support of the National
Philoptochos, the institution
grew to encompass an Ortho-
dox school for grades K-8
and, during the �50s, �60s and
early �70s, a teachers college.

THE ADMINISTRATION building is undergoing extensive renovations to accommodate
meetings and conferences of various church groups.               (Orthodox Observer photo)

HIS EMINENCE distributes gifts to the children during
their recent Christmas party. (Orthodox Observer photo)

FR. COSTA SITARAS         (D. Panagos photo)

CHILDREN PARTAKE of holiday treats following their pageant.            (D. Panagos photo)
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ST. BASIL ACADEMY

Fr. Recachinas� parish is a prime ex-
ample of a community that provides
strong support for the institution.

Holy Trinity�s Philoptochos Society
recently started a �Sponsor a Child� pro-
gram.

On Oct. 25, the children of St.
Basil�s attended Divine Liturgy at the
church. At a luncheon following the ser-
vice, they were presented with gifts and
the Philoptochos President Kalli Tsitsi-
pas, presented a $3,000 check to Dr.
Gounardes, who accompanied the chil-
dren, as part of its ongoing sponsorship
of a 4-year-old child from Chicago who
had just enrolled at the Academy.

It was the second time in a year that
the parish hosted a visit by the children,
who also had come in September dur-
ing a visit by Archbishop Spyridon.

The church�s Sunday school chil-
dren also are part of a �Pen Pal� pro-
gram with the St. Basil children.

Much like the physical setting of
acres of land and trees that lie dormant
in anticipation of spring only months
away, St. Basil Academy is poised to
blossom into a vibrant landscape of ac-
tivities and Orthodox Christian minis-
try that will provide even greater ben-
efit the faithful of the Archdiocese.

A supportive parish
�They were absolutely wonderful,�

Fr. Sitaras said of the children on the
field trip.

Afterward, the children were
treated to a meal at a diner owned by
Dimitrios and Georgia Kaloidis, who
recently made a substantial contribu-
tion to fund a medical and dental clinic
at the Academy.

The institution is on the verge of
increasing its student population by 25
percent, according to Fr. Sitaras, who
recently held interviews with five ap-
plicants.

Fr. Sitaras dreams of increasing the
number to many times that figure. There
is plenty of space.

�St. Basil�s is available to children in
need of short-term or long-term care if
the parents are ill, or are experiencing a
financial or emotional crisis and their
child cannot be cared for,� said Fr. Sitaras.
�That�s what St. Basil�s is all about,� add-
ing, �we can provide a well-rounded
wholesome Greek Orthodox environ-
ment to meet the needs of the children
to the best of our ability.�

Helping Fr. Sitaras with this for-
midable task is the Academy�s assis-
tant director, Anastasia Magrini, MSW,
who arrived at St. Basil in early 1998
and is readily available to the children
in addition to performing her admin-
istrative duties.

There also are eight full-time staff,
including maintenance workers, dorm
supervisors and secretaries, and a few
part-time personnel that include a
nurse and social worker. Supervision
is on a 24-hour-a-day, seven-days-a-
week basis.

Several representatives of the
above-named organizations attended
the recent Christmas pageant to show
their support. Among them were
Board of Trustees Chairman Dr.
Steven Gounardes, National Philop-
tochos President Eve Condakes, New
Jersey Diocese Philoptochos President
Aspasia Melis, Cornelia Pappas repre-
senting the Daughters of Penelope,
Terry Mitchell of AHEPA, and Fr.
Demetrios Recachinas, an Academy
trustee and pastor of Holy Trinity
Church in Bridgeport, Conn.

Moves Optimistically into the Future

HIS EMINENCE blesses the bountiful table.           (D. Panagos photo)

Festive celebration
(Top) GATHERING FOR a photo in front of
the St. Basil Chapel; (above) CHILDREN
perform their Christmas pageant for
Archbishop Spyridon and many guests;
(right) A CHOIR of angelic voices adds to
the spirit of the occasion

(D. Panagos photos)
(bottom right); AHEPA SCHOOL building,
which served the children as an all-day
school for many years, has drawn the
interest of an area public school district.

(Orthodox Observer photo)
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Annual Tarpon Springs Epiphany Celebration Draws ThousandsAnnual Tarpon Springs Epiphany Celebration Draws Thousands
TARPON SPRINGS, Fla. � For Jason

Kolbe, a 16-year-old high school student,
his retrieval of the cross at the 96th annual
Jan. 6 Epiphany celebration is becoming a
family habit.

Jason out-swam 63 other young divers
to come up with the cross flung by Arch-
bishop Spyridon in the traditional ceremony
attended by more than 20,000 spectators
on a colder-than-normal winter day (tem-
peratures in the low 60s). His older brother,
Anestis, accomplished the feat in 1991.

Soon afterward, Jason�s father, Mitch,
designed the cross diver sculpture on dis-
play at St. Nicholas Cathedral, using his older
son as a model, perhaps as a portent of his
younger son�s accomplishment.

Celebrating Epiphany under More Adverse ConditionsAfter his triumph, Jason received the
blessings of Archbishop Spyridon, then his
fellow divers carried him back to the cathe-
dral on their shoulders.

Earlier in the day, His Eminence offici-
ated at the elaborate Archieratical Divine
Liturgy of the Epiphany Feast Day at the ca-
thedral, assisted by Bishop Alexios, Fr.
Tryphon Theophilopoulos, pastor, and other
area clergy. More than 800 faithful attended.

�Today, we understand why he is called
the Christ, the Anointed,� the Archbishop
said at the service. �He described Jesus�
human body as �the vessel bearing the
power and energy of the Holy Spirit of God
into the world.�

�Through this body we are clothed
again in the righteousness of God,� His Emi-
nence said.

Following the service, the Archbishop led
the procession to Spring Bayou for the bless-
ing of the waters and the cross dive. Outside
the cathedral, Sandy Kiriaki Georgakakis, a
16-year-old junior at Tarpon Springs High

School, released the dove that symbolizes the
Holy Spirit descending upon Christ after his
immersion by John the Baptist

As His Eminence prepared to throw the
cross, the 64 teen-age boys prepared to
spring from the 10 dinghies that formed a
semicircle in the bayou.

After the ceremony, a glendi at a park
overlooking the bayou took place featuring
Greek food, music and dancing throughout
the afternoon.

That evening, the Epiphany Ball was
held at a resort in nearby Palm Harbor.

On Jan. 7, Archbishop Spyridon offici-
ated at an Archieratical Divine Liturgy at St.
John the Baptist Church in Tampa. A lun-
cheon in his honor followed.

LONG ISLAND, N.Y. � The 64 youths at
the Tarpon Springs Epiphany celebration braved
water temperatures in the mid-60s to compete
in the cross dive.

In another part of the nation, divers had to
contend with even colder temperatures, such as
at two Long Island locations on Jan. 10.

At Port Jefferson, on the North Shore, four
members of Assumption Church jumped into
the frigid waters of Long Island Sound as the
Very Rev. Alexander Kile flung the cross into
Mount Sinai Harbor, 100 feet off shore into 45-
degree, 20-foot-deep water.

The eventual successful diver was Chris
Konstantinidis, 34, the last swimmer to enter
the water.

Unlike the Florida celebration that is a kind
of rite of passage for teen-age boys, anyone
daring enough to endure freezing air tempera-
tures may dive.

�For a minute, I thought I was going to
have a heart attack,� Mr. Konstantinidis re-
marked. �But the closer I got to the cross the
warmer I got. It was like destiny, I feel blessed.�

Three other divers who braved the cold
were George Argyris, 28, his brother, Nickolaos,
a 224-pound professional boxer; and 14-year-
old John Kotis, the only teen to participate.

After the ceremony, the congregation of
350 returned to the church for the cutting of
the vasilopita in commemoration of St. Basil.

On Long Island�s South Shore, faithful of
the St. Demetrios Church in Merrick, processed
to a marina in the nearby town of Wantagh for
the water blessing ceremony in windy 30-de-
gree temperatures.

As Fr. Zembillas blessed the water at a boat
slip under a brilliantly clear blue sky, fragments
of ice floated on the frigid bay�s surface.

The priest then flung the wooden white
cross that was tied to a long blue ribbon into
the water. One parishioner, Alex Perros of
Seaford, dived head first to retrieve the cross
and was quickly pulled out by friends who
wrapped him in a beach towel.

Alex received an immediate blessing as a
result of his feat � he survived the numbing
experience in the water.

HOLY SYMBOL - Sandy Georgakakis holds
on to the dove that symbolizes the Holy
Spirit. She released the bird prior to the
water blessing.

TARPON SPRINGS
festivities - (top)
Archbishop Spyridon
performs the tra-
ditional tossing of
the cross into Spring
Bayou. (right) Jason
Kolbe is hoisted on-
to the shoulders of
his fellow divers for
a procession back to
the cathedral. (left)
Hundreds take part
in the procession
from the cathedral
to the bayou.

(D. Panagos photos)

MANHATTAN VERSION - Fr. John Romas, pastor of tiny St. Nicholas Church near the
southern tip of Manhattan bestows blessings on John Tzanos (inset) after his retrieval
of the cross in the frigid waters of New York harbor.       (ETA press photos)

(reprinted with permission © Newsday, Inc. 1999)
ASSUMPTION CHURCH  parishioner Chris Konstantinidis holds up the cross after
retrieving it from Mount Sinai Harbor in Port Jefferson, NY.


