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Will the Greek Language Survive in America?

See GREEK LANGUAGE, page 6

by Eleni Daniels

A blue-ribbon panel charged with as-
sessing the status of Greek language and
cultural education in the Archdiocese of
America recommends sweeping changes in
how to present Hellenic studies in the U.S..

In March 1998, Archbishop Spyridon
formed the Commission on Greek Language
and Culture as a means of raising public
awareness of the importance of Greek lan-
guage and cultural education. His Eminence
named 24 members to the panel with Pro-
fessor John A. Rassias of Dartmouth College
as chairman.

The Commission last month issued its
report �The Future of the Greek Language
and Culture in the US - Survival in the
Diaspora� at a press conference in New
York.

Based on the Commission�s findings,
the report predicts that Greek identity may
be lost in less than a generation unless the
entire Greek-American community awakens
to the dire weaknesses that exist in the
present-day Greek educational system.

The report makes 73 concise recom-
mendations, derived from panel members�
evaluation of information from question-
naires, six public hearings around the coun-
try, and letters and testimonies from par-
ents, administrators and teachers.

An Urgent Call
for Action

See HALO MEETING, page 22

WASHINGTON � Archbishop
Spyridon continued the spirit of unity and
cooperation among Greek American lead-
ers and organizations that began last year
with the founding of �Hellenic American
Leaders and Organizations� (HALO) at its
second annual conference June 2.

Participants included the ambassadors
to the United States from Greece and
Cyprus, Alexandros Philon, and Erato

Archbishop Spyridon Discusses
Vital Issues at HALO Meeting

At the May 27 press conference, Arch-
bishop Spyridon and Dr. Rassias discussed
the importance of their report in detail.

�This marks a landmark achievement
in the life of our Holy Archdiocese,� His
Eminence said. �When I assumed my re-

sponsibilities for the welfare of this Arch-
diocese from the hands of our Holy Mother
Church, I became immediately aware that
the issues of Greek language and culture
were in dire need of immediate attention...It
is not merely a matter of culture but also a
matter of faith that the vitality of the Greek
language be preserved and cultivated.�

He continued, �Our church in America
has arrived at a point in its history where
the knowledge of the Modern Greek lan-
guage among the majority of our flock is at
an all-time low. This does not mean to im-
ply that to appreciate Greek paideia and the
Hellenic ideals, one must speak Greek. �The

very noble purpose.� He was also very sat-
isfied with the reception they received
throughout the country.

�Every where we went there was a
friendly, concerned, determined, commit-
ted assembly,� Dr. Rassias said.

�These recommendations are intended
to initiate the actions that are required to
reverse the downward drift of the study of
Greek language and Hellenic culture in this
country,� he explained.

�All recommendations are urgent. The
time to begin corrective measures cannot

Kozakou-Markoulli; AHEPA Supreme Presi-
dent Lee Rallis, World Council of Hellenes
Abroad (SAE) President Andrew Athens,
Archdiocesan Council President John
Catsimatidis, Philip Christopher of PSEKA;
National Philoptochos Board member Pat
Gogos; Order of St. Andrew National Com-
mander Dr. Anthony Limberakis, Andrew

 �It is not merely a matter
of culture but also a mat-
ter of faith that the vitality
of the Greek language be
preserved and cultivated.�
� Archbishop Spyridon.

primary mission of the Church is to preach
and teach the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
but we are also the inheritors of a great
legacy. And in a country and time when the
appreciation of a culture of diversity, and
ethnic origins are a hallmark of our educa-
tional system - what a shame it would be
for our own community to lose the very
thing that other faiths and ethnic communi-
ties are striving to maintain.�

Professor Rassias acknowledged His
Eminence�s moral support throughout the
project and for his insistence for objectivity.

He assured the Archbishop that the
Committee �undertook and completed their
task with the greatest satisfaction because
they knew that the task before them had a

AT HALO MEETING � (from left) AHEPA President Lee Rallis, SAE regional representative
Chris Tomaras, SAE World President Andrew Athens, His Eminence Archbishop Spyridon
and Archdiocesan Council Vice Chairman John A. Catsimatidis.

(D. Panagos)

O n June 11, our Church cel-
ebrates the feast day of the
Apostle Bartholomew, patron

saint of His All Holiness Ecumenical
Patriarch Bartholomew. In celebration
of his name day, as well as throughout
the year, Greek Orthodox Christians in
America and the staff of the Orthodox
Observer, in spirit and thought, join
the Ecumenical Patriarch in prayer that
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will
grant him good health and long life to
serve in peace and guide the faithful
to salvation, along with our best
wishes, love and respect.

Name Day of
Ecumenical Patriarch

Orthodox Observer
HIS EMINENCE with Commission members, commission chairman Dr. John Rassias and John Catsimatidis and Peter Pappas.
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Archbishop Spyridon has been recog-
nized by Secretary of State Madeline Albright
for his distinguished service to the cause of
religious freedom in helping to create posi-
tive changes in the lives of the people around
the world.

Albright Recognizes
Archbishop�s

Freedom Efforts

The Department of Stewardship Min-
istries extends its deepest appreciation and
thanks to the following parishes which have
been added to the Honor Roll having faith-
fully participated in the Total Commitment
Program of the Holy Archdiocese for 1998.

Very Rev. Father J. Gabriel Karambis
Director of Stewardship Ministries

St. Demetrios Church,
Perth Amboy, N.J.
Holy Trinity Church, Waterbury, Conn.
Ascension Church, Fairview, N.J.
Holy Trinity Church, Norwich, Conn.
Nativity-Assumption Church,
Cohasset, Mass.
St. Nicholas Church, Portsmouth, N.H.
Holy Trinity Cathedral, Charlotte, N.C.
Annunciation Church, Lincoln, Neb.
St. Barbara Church, Sarasota, Fla.
Annunciation Church, Pensacola, Fla.
Annunciation Cathedral, Atlanta, Ga.
St. Demetrios Church, Camarillo, Calif.
St. Demetrios Church, Chicago, Ill.
Dormition of the Virgin Mary Church,
Somerville, Mass.
Sts. Constantine & Helen Church,
Fayetteville, N.C.
Assumption Church, Galveston, Texas
Assumption Church, Hegewisch, Ill.
Sts. Constantine & Helen Church,
Westland, Mich.
Holy Trinity Cathedral, Phoenix, Ariz.

Total Commitment
Honor Roll

ATLANTA � After serving more than two years as the Atlanta
Diocese�s Archiepiscopal Vicar, Bishop Alexios has become its
official head following enthronement ceremonies in May.

More than 1,000 church and lay leaders gathered at Annun-
ciation Cathedral for His Grace�s enthronement by Archbishop

Bishop Alexios Enthroned in Atlanta Diocese

HIS GRACE on the Bishop�s Throne, in Atlanta�s Annunciation Cathedral.

YOUNG FAITHFUL greet Bishop Alexios and Archbishop Spyridon on the grounds of
Annunciation Cathedral as they proceed to the church.

D. Panagos

D. Panagos

The Advisory Committee on Religious
Freedom Abroad Commission on Interna-
tional Religious Freedom has been meeting
for the last two years and concluded their
work on May 17.

Archbishop Spyridon, as an Advisory
Committee Member, made the resources
and opinions of the Archdiocese available
for this momentous work. The most impor-
tant fruits of the Committee came in the form
of new legislation.

This legislation establishes an Office
of Religious Persecution Monitoring to pro-
vide for the imposition of sanction against
countries engaged in a pattern of religious
persecution.

Spyridon and other hierarchs.
The May 22 event began with an

Archieratical Divine Liturgy, followed by a
procession that included His Eminence and
His Grace, Metropolitan Athenagoras of
Panama, Bishops Vikentios of Apameia,
Nicholas of Detroit, George of New Jer-
sey, John of Amorion and Philotheos of
Meloa.

Others included altar boys, chanters,
choir members, priests, Archons, Arch-
diocesan and Diocesan Council members,
Philoptochos and lay leaders, and heads
of various other Atlanta churches and
faiths.

As the procession formed outside the
cathedral, the Rev. Dr. Stanley S. Harakas,
Professor Emeritus of Holy Cross-Hellenic
college, addressed the faithful inside on the
episcopacy and enthronement service his-
tory.

Following the procession and vesting,
Bishop Alexios received his staff from Arch-

bishop Spyridon and celebrated the remainder of the service.
In his homily, the Archbishop praised the bishop, saying, �Al-

ready, beloved brother Alexios, through your ministry of love to
the faithful of the Diocese of Atlanta, you have been an image of
Christ to the Greek Orthodox community of the South. But today,

as you are enthroned the canonical Bishop
of Atlanta, you take your place as the living
icon of Christ in the midst of the Church.

In response, His Grace outlined the
ideas he plans to implement and concerns
that he will address in his ministry.

�All I ask,� he said, ��from each one
of you is to give me; and through me to
your Diocese, and through your Diocese
to Christ our Lord, your time, talent and
treasure - and by treasure, I do not mean
simply your coffers. Simply, this translates
into two words - unconditional love. To-
day, my pledge to each one of you is that
my love for you is unconditional.�

With family members from Patras,
Greece, and Washington looking on,
Bishop Alexios received the acclamation of
AXIOS! at the end of the service.

A luncheon with more than 800 per-
sons attending took place after the services
at the Hyatt Regency.

Bishop Alexios, ordained to the dia-
conate in 1965, and to the priesthood in 1972, was elevated to the episcopacy on April
7, 1987. He was named Archiepiscopal Vicar on Jan. 1, 1997, and elected as Bishop of
Atlanta by the Holy Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarchate on March 13, 1999.
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NEW YORK. � Archbishop Spyridon has
launched a new publishing program under
the direction of Fr. Philemon Sevastiades,
executive director of the Office of Print &
Digital Media.

The first book to be published is a 28-
page, richly illustrated gift book, Meditations
on the Lord�s Prayer.

Meditations explores some of the deep
questions that the Lord�s Prayer raises for
the contemporary Christian in an easy to
understand and accessible manner, and
from an Orthodox perspective. Each pithy,
thought-provoking reflection is accompa-
nied by an exquisite icon, some dating to
the 16th century. These icons further assist
readers in deepening their understanding of
the Lord�s Prayer.

For instance, �Give us this day our daily
bread� is illustrated by the icon depicting
the hospitality of Abraham. The icon recalls
the visitation to Abraham and Sarah by the
Holy Trinity in the form of three angels. They
tell the aged, incredulous couple that they
will have a
child, and add,
�Is anything too
wonderful for
the Lord?�
(Genesis 18:14) The icon
is the work of contempo-
rary iconographer monk
Michael of Mount Athos,
Greece.

Presbytera Elaine Konstantopoulos, a
native of Memphis, Tenn., is the author of
Meditations on the Lord�s Prayer. She re-
ceived a degree in religious studies from the
University of South Florida while raising four
children. She and her husband, Fr. George,
live in Tampa, Fla., where he is pastor of St.
John Church.

Presbytera Elaine has adopted her
husband�s ministry as her own by research-
ing, writing and teaching an adult catechism
class; teaching religion in the parish day
school; and singing and occasionally direct-
ing the church choir.

Meditations on the Lord�s Prayer is
published under the Archdiocesan imprint
of Cappadocia Press. In an age marked by
spiritual hunger, books dealing with spiritu-
ality and personal growth have become the
fastest growing segment of the publishing
market.

The broad spectrum of titles available
reflects the rich variety of traditions that
America has welcomed to her shores,
among them Eastern Orthodox Christianity.

ARCHBISHOP SPYRIDON visits the Archdiocese Olympics taking place at the State
University of New York-Stony Brook on Memorial Day weekend, where he was
greeted by hundreds of participants and even participated in some soccer playing.
(Olympics coverage page 26)

Archdiocese Announces New Publishing Program
Cappadocia Press is devoted to introducing
the rich and complex spiritual truths of
Orthodoxy�s mystical traditions to millions
of Americans, Orthodox and non-Orthodox
alike, who are searching for a deeper un-
derstanding of their place in creation.

Meditations on the Lord�s Prayer is in-
tended to be the first of many books aimed
at cultivating the understanding of Orthodox
Christianity in American culture. The aim of
the Office of Print & Digital Media is to make
the aphorism, �Orthodox Christianity is
America�s best-kept secret� a relic of the past.

By publishing and marketing books on
Orthodoxy to the public at large, the Greek
Orthodox Archdiocese of America contin-
ues to actively proclaim the message of Jesus
Christ�s saving love.

In order to market these books and
other vehicles of Orthodox ministry such as
icons, videos, and compact discs more ef-
fectively, the Office of Print & Digital Media
has created a full color catalog, and is launch-
ing a full service e-commerce site. The cata-

log and e-store will be known as �Spirit
Works Ministries.� The 16-page cata-
log, which includes several Holy Cross

Press titles, mailed to
a selection of Ortho-
dox Observer readers
in early June.

The Office of
Print & Digital Media

anticipates that after the results of this test
mailing are analyzed, the catalog will be fine-
tuned and mailed to the full complement of
Observer subscribers.

For the first time in Archdiocese his-
tory, Orthodox books and videos are being
aggressively marketed to libraries, whole-
salers, bookstore chains such as Barnes &
Noble and Borders, mass market outlets
such as Costco and Target, as well as di-
rectly to consumers.

Consumers will be able to purchase
items directly from SpiritWorks Ministries
by calling toll-free 1-877-774-0217, or by
visiting the website at http://www.spirit
worksministries.com.

The SpiritWorks Ministries website of-
fers an even wider selection of books, vid-
eos and icons than the print catalog due to
space considerations. The website also of-
fers searches by author or title, as well as
secure credit card ordering; in the future,
the Office of Print & Digital Media intends
that the site will offer such features as a per-
sonal notification service, reviews, author
biographies and much more.

D. Panagos

NEW YORK � Holy Trinity Archdiocesan
Cathedral, the seat of the Greek Orthodox
Church in the United States, will launch a
renovation program at its East 74th Street
location at the end of June.

Holy Trinity is the second-oldest Greek
Orthodox church in the United States, and
celebrated its centenary in 1992. The cor-
nerstone of the present building on East 74th
Street was laid on Sept. 14, 1931, and the
church opened on March 4, 1932. The
Church was consecrated on Oct. 22, 1933.

The title of the building was conveyed
to the Archdiocese on Aug. 8, 1961, and
Holy Trinity became the Archdiocesan Ca-
thedral.

The interior of the Byzantine edifice is
decorated with mosaics and icons in the tra-
ditional Orthodox style. Planned improve-
ments include repairing the interior ceiling
and walls, painting the entire church inte-
rior, upgrading the air conditioning and
sound systems, refurbishing the existing
mosaics, chandeliers and church artifacts,

Archdiocesan Cathedral  Announces Renovation Plans
restoring the iconography, and repairing the
art glass windows.

Archbishop Spyridon, who was en-
throned at the Cathedral in 1996, referred to
Holy Trinity�s congregation, and all followers
of the Greek Orthodox faith, as �the rock on
which the church is built, and complimented
the Greek-American community on its com-
mitment to its faith and culture.

�The beauty of the Cathedral, a jewel
of Greek Orthodox style in the United States,
is a symbol of the faith and commitment of
its congregation.�

Repairs to the Cathedral are estimated
at $750,000, a large part of which the Ca-
thedral hopes to raise from donations by the
Greek-American community and its many
friends.

Donations may be made to� The Ca-
thedral of the Holy Trinity Renovation Fund,
319 East 74th St., New York, New York
10021. Questions regarding donations may
be directed to the Cathedral Office at (212)
288-3215.

Philoptochos Gives $32,000 to Aid Hurricane Victims

HIS EMINENCE with David Bassiouni, Ted Boschen (far left), National President Eva
Condakes and Lila Prounis, the National Philoptochos� Non-Governmental Organization
representative to the UN.

Orthodox Observer photo

NEW YORK � Archbishop Spyridon re-
cently presented a $32,000 donation on be-
half of the National Philoptochos to the
United Nations Humanitarian Aid Depart-
ment for its efforts to help victims of last
year�s Hurricane Mitch in the Caribbean and
Central America.

Following a meeting at Archdiocese
headquarters with David Bassiouni and Ted
Boschen, of the UN agency, and National

Philoptochos board members, His Eminence
said that the donation affirms �the role of
the Greek Orthodox Ladies Philoptochos
Society in alleviating the suffering of our fel-
low human beings.�

The Archbishop said that the presenta-
tion was made on behalf of the more than 500
local Philoptochos chapters and that he hoped
it �will serve to generate even more responses
from individuals and organizations.�

NEW YORK � His Eminence Archbishop
Spyridon, Primate of the Greek Orthodox
Church in America, has announced that the
Very Reverend Protopresbyter George
Passias, the Chancellor of the Greek Ortho-
dox Archdiocese of America, has resigned
his position, effective July 1, 1999, in order
to take a sabbatical for the personal needs
of his family. In his letter to the Archbishop,
the Chancellor mentioned that health con-
cerns in his family now require his full at-
tention and that in all fairness to his posi-
tion, another Chancellor should be put in
place. The Archbishop released the follow-
ing statement, expressing his best wishes
for Father Passias and thanking him for his
untiring efforts on behalf of the Archdiocese.

�As a Church, we must always be mind-
ful of the personal and family needs of our
clergy, and as a family in Christ, we must
be supportive of those needs. Father Passias
has served the Archdiocese with honor and
integrity and has brought to the Chancel-

Chancellor of Archdiocese Resigns to Take a Sabbatical
lery of this Archdiocese new standards of
competence, accountability and profession-
alism. His deep love and devotion to the
Church, his commitment to the Ecumenical
Patriarchate and this Holy Archdiocese, are
exemplary. I can only express my deepest
thanks to Father George for his untiring ef-
forts on behalf of the clergy of the Archdio-
cese and his faithful service and loyalty to
my person. We will continue to support Fa-
ther George and his family in this time of
challenge, sustaining their spiritual health as
we pray for physical healing. I am sure that
I speak for all the faithful of the Church when
I wish him and his family well and that we
will hold them very dearly in our prayers.�

The Archbishop has named the Rev.
Protopresbyter Michael Kontogiorgis, the
Assistant Chancellor, as Acting Chancellor
as of July 1, 1999. Father Kontogiorgis has
been Assistant Chancellor since September
of 1998 and was previously the Chancellor
of the Diocese of Pittsburgh.

At Press time...
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His First Official Visit to Athens
and the Church of Greece

REVIEWING THE Presidential Guard - the Evzones with President Kostis Stephanopoulos.

E cumenical Patriarch Bartho
lomew concluded his 15-day
first official visit to the Auto-

cephalous Orthodox Church of Greece on
June 5.

In the past he had visited the monastic
community of Mount Athos and other ar-
eas of Greece including the semi-autono-
mous Church of Crete and the Metropoli-
tan dioceses of the Dodecanese. He has also
visited Thessaloniki and parts of Thrace at
the invitation of local civil authorities.

When the Patriarch arrived in Athens
on May 23, his plane was escorted through
Greek airspace by jet fighters. After land-
ing, Evzones provided an honor guard, while
thousands of faithful waved flags and
cheered.

He was met at Athens Airport by Prime
Minister Costas Simitis, President Costis
Stephanopoulos and Archbishop
Christodoulos. He received full honors ac-

Ecumenical Patriarch Receives Head of State Honors

Ecumenical
Patriarch

BARTHOLOMEW
ADDRESSES
the crowds

from the
Hotel Grand

Bretagne.

Archdeacon tonsured

Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew recently tonsured and elevated Defterevon
Deacon Tarasios to the office of Great Archdeacon at a service in the Cathedral of
St. George. Also attending were U.S. Consul General Carolyn Huggins and Greece�s
Consul General Fotios Xidas. Archdeacon Tarasios is a graduate of Holy Cross School
of Theology and a native of San Antonio, Texas.

N. Manginas

Church�s need for everyone�s prayers.
Blessing the crowds at Syntagma Square, His All Holi-

ness shouted to the vast multitude of faithful, �You opened
your heart to the Mother Church.�

He expressed great joy and how he was deeply moved
by his warm welcome to Greece and praised the Greek
people for their conviction in their evangelical beliefs of
love and brotherhood towards all regardless of beliefs and

nationality. He also talked of
love in Christ and its role in
warming the heart and souls
of people and transforming
fists into open arms.

Afterward, he and the
Archbishop officiated at a
service in the Cathedral a
short distance away.

In his homily, the Patri-
arch emphasized the links
between the Ecumenical Pa-
triarchate and Church of
Greece, calling them �pure,
peaceful and full of love.�

Addressing the Patri-
arch, Archbishop
Christodoulos stressed the
significance of the Phanar,
which he said, �makes every
effort for the unity, stability
and concord of the autono-
mous and autocephalous Or-
thodox Churches.�

During his stay in Ath-
ens, the Patriarch attended
meetings with cabinet mem-
bers, political officials and
U.S. Ambassador Nicholas

Burns. With the ambassador, he raised the issue of Ameri-
can support for the reopening of Halki Theological School.

President Stephanopoulos awarded the Grand Cross
of the Order of the Savior to Patriarch Bartholomew and
the Turkish ambassador in Athens hosted a dinner in his
honor.

He also was honored by Greece�s supreme court and
reminded the nation�s judges that both Socrates and Christ
were unjustly convicted and sentenced to death.

In addition to the capital, his itinerary included the
Metropolitanates of Epiros and Macedonia which are un-
der the spiritual jurisdiction of the Ecumenical Patriarchate.

On several occasions during his visit, Patriarch
Bartholomew emphatically stated that the Patriarchate will
remain �now and forever where divine providence placed
it - in Constantinople, the city of the Ecumenical Synods
and the queen of cities - and there are no thoughts of mov-
ing it.�

The statement was partly intended as a response to
recent suggestions that the patriarchate should move be-
cause of restrictions placed on its activity by the Turkish
government.

Throughout his travels through Greece, Patriarch
Bartholomew was accompanied by His Beatitude Arch-
bishop Christodoulos of Athens and All Greece.

While touring Macedonia, amid the winds of war in
the Balkans, Patriarch Bartholomew did not hesitate to slam
Western media and leaders engaged in a war by �remote
control� for claiming that Orthodoxy was somehow an in-
gredient in Yugoslav President Slobodan Milosevic�s treat-
ment of Kosovo Albanians.

Prior to his departure, the Patriarch also traveled to the
Thessaloniki diocese of Neapolis, which is populated by
Pontian Greek refugees. He urged the faithful to express
their love and support towards all people, regardless of eth-
nic or religious background.

Additional photos of Patriarch Bartholomew�s visit to
Northern Greece will appear in the next issue.

corded to a head of state.
In Athens, he spoke at several venues on the

Patriarchate�s views and positions on many issues, and how
it is witnessing to the faith throughout the world.

Upon his arrival, His All Holiness greeted the faithful
gathered below the balcony of the Hotel Grand Bretagne,
where he conveyed the blessings of the Mother Church
which is �filled with love and forgiveness,� and of the

HIS ALL Holiness greets crowds along the shores
of the Saronic Gulf near Piraeus.

IN A PROCESSION with His Beatitude Archbishop Christodoulos, Athens Mayor
Dimitris Avramopoulos and Deputy Foreign Minister Grigoris Niotis.

N. Manginas photos
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BOOKS (Adult level) Price  Qty. Amount
Modern Greek, Part 1
Workbook for Modern Greek, part 1
Cassete tapes for part 1 (set of 8, in Album)
Modern Greek, Part II
Workbook  for Modern Greek, Part II
Cassette tapes for Part II (set of 6)
Grammar of Modern Greek, with workbook
333 Greek Verbs, fully conjugated, 400 pp.
Learning Greek through Conversation
Cassette tepes for Learning Greek (set of 8)
3400 Greek Words flash cards (spiral bound)
Basic Greek Conversation
Cassette tapes for Basic Greek (set of 6)

                       SUBTOTAL
Postage $4.25 first set, 0.25 each additional book

TOTAL

15.00
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32.00
13.00
5.00

26.00
12.00
18.00
12.00
30.00
12.00
8.00
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We have been teaching Americans Greek since 1957! � visit us at: www.papaloizos.com
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M A R K O S  travel
serviceDAILY DEPARTURES

with

V NON-STOP FLIGHTS ON JUMBO747
V EASY CONNECTIONS from anywhere in the U.S.A.
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289$

Call Markos Travel Now!
NATIONWIDE TOLL FREE

800-243-7728
CONNECTICUT RESIDENTS
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644 SILAS DEAN HWY.
WETHERSFIELD, CT 06109
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*
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One Way áðü

Round trip

OTHER FLIGHTS
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Number of Seats

Owner:
Markos

Hatzikonstantis

...BOOK NOW
AND SAVE!

GLOBAL CRUISES
1-800-882-6202
E-mail:
gcemily@aol.com

Tucked away in a remote corner of Arch-
diocese headquarters lies a vast treasure trove
of information on any significant fact pertain-
ing to the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese.

The Department of Archives stores
thousands of documents and photographs
recording every major activity of the Church
in America and its leaders dating to 1918.

Under the supervision of Fr. Philemon
Sevastiades, executive director of the Office
of Print and Digital Media, the Archives
Department in recent months has gone in-
creasingly high-tech.

Everything in the extensive files is be-
ing put on a data base that will be acces-
sible to anyone via the computer.

This includes proceedings of the Clergy-
Laity Congresses, the Archdiocesan Coun-
cils, the Archons, as well as Orthodox Ob-
server archives, press releases and encycli-
cals, in both English and Greek languages.

Researchers wanting access to this in-
formation may also use a resource room in
the department equipped with computers
and video equipment.

Fr. Sevastiades also has plans to orga-
nize an extensive photographic collection.

Also in progress is the creation of mi-
crofilm on files of deceased clergy and the
researching and writing of articles on the

ARCHIVES DEPARTMENT JUMPS TO
history of specific ministries of the Church.

�The Department of Archives needs to
be a functioning ministry, which it hasn�t
been,� said Fr. Sevastiades. �We are now in
a position to develop a repository of re-
sources which will bear witness to the rich-
ness of our Orthodox faith and the indelible
history of our Holy Archdiocese.�

Plans also call for publishing a monthly
report on the progress of the department,
as well as an informational handout, which
can be distributed to priests and all the Arch-
diocese faithful to keep them abreast of the
progress being made and the resources
available to them.

To ensure the smooth functioning of the
Archives Department, the staff has created
a collection development policy and records
management program.

The collection development policy will
ensure that the department contains accu-
rate representation of all Archdiocesan ac-
tivities and that it contains documentation
of all branches of its ministry, and a survey
of records to determine which ministries are
not well-represented.

The records management program will
determine what material presently in the
Archives is useless and repetitive and tak-
ing up much-needed space.

D uring his recent mission to Yu-
goslavia with the Rev. Jesse
Jackson and other religious

leaders, Bishop Dimitrios of Xanthos, Arch-
diocese ecumenical officer, along with Fr.
Leonid Kishkovsky, ecumenical officer of the
OCA, visited the Belgrade offices of Inter-
national Orthodox Christian Charities.

IOCC�s Belgrade of-
fice has operated since the
organization�s founding
nearly 10 years ago. It cur-
rently employs 19 per-
sons, most of whom are
in the field.

Matthew Parry serves
as director of the Belgrade
office. He is assisted by
Sanja Nikolin, special
projects director, and
Dragan Makojevic, pro-
gram officer.

The office currently
administers projects total-
ing about $13 million.

These include distri-
bution of food, medical
supplies and clothing, lo-
cal self-help groups, home rebuilding and
refugee assimilation and relocation.

Bishop Dimitrios noted that �because
of its good reputation and close coopera-
tion with other international relief agencies,
IOCC has been allowed to remain and con-
tinue its critical work during the ongoing
crisis in the Republic of Yugoslavia.�

He explained that the IOCC staff is deal-

BISHOP DIMITRIOS with Dragan Makojevic and Sanja Nikolin
at the IOCC office in Belgrade.

Ecumenical Officer Visits IOCC-Belgrade

A R C H D I O C E S E   N E W S

ing with �the tremendous stress of the
present situation� as best as they can.

At times, bombs fall as food and sup-
plies are being distributed. The destruction
of bridges and roads has also made contact
with outlying offices difficult.

In Kosovo, IOCC uses Decani Monas-
tery as a distribution center to assist the

conflict�s Serb and Albanian victims.
The Bishop also noted that the Ortho-

dox Church and government of Greece
�have been especially helpful in providing
large convoys of supplies.�

Anyone wanting to donate to those suf-
fering in the conflict may send their contri-
butions to: IOCC, 711 West 40th St., Balti-
more, MD 21211-2109.
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be put off. If we do so, it will lead to very serious
consequences. In framing our recommendations,
we were extremely mindful that the language (of
the report) had to be clear, no jargon, to reach all
parts of our society. We tried to document the seri-
ousness of the issues without being strident. We
tried to be comprehensive and sharply focused in
trying to strike a balance between the ideal and the
practical.�

Overall, Professor Rassias said that the report
�constitutes a coherent program with solutions ad-
dressed to those problems that will be confronted
in the future of Greek studies and also of the sur-
vival in the Diaspora,� and added that �if one school
applies the recommendations � the dream will be-
gin to happen. All will yield positive results in the
long-term.�

The Commission�s report has been published
by the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese and will be dis-
tributed to all the Greek Orthodox communities
throughout the country. It will also be available on
the Internet via the Archdiocese�s web site and a
Greek translation printing will follow.

In the report�s preamble, Commission mem-
bers pose the basic question of how Greek-Ameri-
cans can thrive as Greeks in the Diaspora wherein
it describes the Greek-American community as be-
ing in perpetual transition as Greek is no longer
spoken at home due to second and third-genera-

tion families, and mixed marriages. Their findings
indicate that �most of the students in Greek schools
are proud to be Greek.� Indicating that the schools�
task now becomes how to preserve and enhance
their Hellenic consciousness.

The preamble of the report addresses questions
pertaining to �how Greek-Americans can thrive as
Hellenes in the Diaspora?� and �how parents can
be induced to speak Greek at home when the chil-
dren are tired when they want to watch television
or go out to play instead of studying or hearing

c Because we are proud to be Greek.
c Because I like the history, people, and culture of Greece.
c Because Greek culture is basic to understanding Western civilization.
c Because I want to communicate with relatives and friends when I go to Greece.
c Because learning another language will help me to become a complete person.
c Because knowledge of another language will help me to become a complete person.
c Because knowledge of another language enhances self-esteem.
c Because knowledge of Greek helps one with English, since so many English words

are derived from Greek.
c Because knowledge of a second language generally enhances performance in school

in other subjects and leads to higher scores on the SATs.
c Because the New Testament is written in Greek and I would like my children to be

able to read it in the original language.
c Because I would like to write letters to my friends and relatives.
c Because knowledge of foreign languages helps a person secure a job in today�s

global culture.
c Because learning Greek or any other foreign language enables a person to relate to

the world in more than one way.

THE  REPORT:
9 Chapters
73 Recommendations

The report consists of nine chapters de-
scribed below and the �unambiguous recom-
mendations for implementation.� It calls for
immediate action on the following issues:

1) Morale: Successes and Shortcomings � In
all three groups that the Commission investigated �
teachers, students, and parents (not to mention priests
in some cases) � skeptical attitudes exist that under-
mine the vibrant, joyful instruction of Greek;

2)  Parents: A Crucial Role � A disappointingly
small percentage of Greek-American parents send their
children to Greek school and maintain the Greek
language at home;

3) Organization: Centralization and Coordina-
tion � The schools suffer from lack of coordination
among themselves and with the public school system;

4) Curriculum: Professionalism and Focus �
There is a paucity of articulated
curricula that would enable a better
progression from lower to higher
grades and allow students to sit for
a common examination. There is
also a significant under-utilization of
literature in the curriculum;

5) Educational Materials:
More and Better � Greek schools
need more and better educational
materials; their books and ancillary
materials do not always match what
is available in French, Spanish,
Japanese, etc. Materials that may
have been appropriate in the past
are now outdated. Children�s needs
and circumstances have changed.
Some of the books now employed fail to relate to
American ways and are particularly inappropriate
for students from mixed marriages;

6) Pedagogy: Programs to Excite and
Challenge � Greek parochial schools need to
match the public schools and other parochial
schools in their awareness of diverse and effective
methodologies. Especially needed are strategies to
de-emphasize grammar and to teach Greek as a
foreign language;

7) Teacher Preparation: Renewal and
Revitalization � Teachers need training and retrain-
ing. Speaking Greek as a mother tongue does not
alone qualify one to teach. Teachers from Greece
need to become aware of American ways. All
teachers need to be trained in how to overcome
boredom, how to integrate language with culture,
and how to make full us of technological aids,
among other strategies.

8) Compensation and Benefits: Time for
Serious Reconsideration � If schools are to
maintain quality education, they must pay their
teachers a viable salary along with appropriate
benefits. At present, teachers� salaries are grossly
inadequate. Of those who responded to our
teachers� questionnaire, only 3% indicated satis-
faction with their remuneration while 75% indi-
cated that they were not at all satisfied.

9) Finances: Support and Awards � The
burden of financing should rest primarily on the
individual parish, not on the Archdiocese or the
Greek government. Local fundraising energizes the
individual community  and deepens its commitment
to language study.

9 Chapters
73 Recommendations

The Future of the Greek
from page 1 Greek? How can children overcome their convic-

tion that Greek is useless for them?�
An important question the Commission heard

throughout was whether one�s heritage can be main-
tained if the language is lost. Following is an excerpt
from the report:

�Some people argue that if language is forced
on children, or taught badly (or both), then the
net result is hatred of both the language and the
heritage. It might be better to teach the heritage
(e.g., ancient Greek mythology, Byzantine civili-
zation, modern Greek culture) via English at first,
so that students become interested enough to
want to learn the language. Other people main-
tain that the language must be taught early and in
a sustained manner. The Commission agrees.
However, the Commission also believes that
greater use should be made of English at early
stages to teach the Greek heritage.�

In summary, the Commission believes that
Greek heritage cannot be maintained if its language
is lost. They believe that the Greek language is es-
sential and that it must be taught at an early age.
However, Professor Rassias was quick to point out
that it will take a concerted effort from everyone in
the private, public and business sector, as well as
the media to yield positive results.

�This cannot succeed unless it be clearly un-
derstood that the corrective nature of what we are
trying to accomplish has to be the concern of all of
us. We must all understand that the problems beset
us are generic. They are endemic to all languages
being taught throughout the world.�

Oversight Committee
The next step for Professor Rassias will be to

set up an oversight committee whose task will be to
establish a timetable and deal with the budgetary
issues that will come into effect. �Their task will be
very heavy indeed,� said Rassias.

The Committee believes that a �great amount
of money will be needed� to implement their rec-
ommendations within the Greek communities and
thus emphasize the critical involvement of the na-
tional or local Greek-American community. For ex-
ample, the Committee recommends that Greek-
owned businesses that benefit from Greek custom-
ers should give back to the community in the form
of contributions.

�The entire process was very worthwhile. We
found that the people we met (during the public
hearings) were dedicated and passionate about the
future of Greek education. They looked upon the
Commission as a positive step for change. The real
question that remains is what happens after the re-
port.�

Why Should Children Learn Greek?
This is a list of responses the Commission heard during their open forum hearings from

parents and children when asked the question, �Why should children learn Greek?�

continued on next page
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SURVIVAL IN THE DIASPORA

Language and Culture in the U.S.

Commission member Professor Bien explained that the
recommendations set forth in the report were tangible and
straightforward. However, the difficulty will be when and how
the financial resources will become available to individual
parishes.

�It will take a lot of money but good schools are good
because they are raising money. �Once again this is not a
Greek problem, but rather it is the whole question of ethnicity
in America vs. assimilation. The power of assimilation is huge.
We cannot assume that this will be easy, but we are very
optimistic,� said Professor Bien.

Of the 24-member Commission, members attending the
press conference included: Committee Chairman Professor
John A. Rassias, president of the Rassias Foundation at
Dartmouth College, N.H.; Peter Bien, Professor Emeritus of
English and Comparative Literature, Dartmouth College; James
Alatis, dean emeritus of School of Languages and Linguistics,
Georgetown University, Washington; Effie Papatzikou Cochran,
associate professor in English at John Jay College of Criminal
Justice, New York; Dimitri Gondikas, executive director of
Hellenic Studies, Princeton University, Princeton, N.J.; Vasos
Papagapitos, Vice Pres. of Travel Dynamics, NY; Demosthenes
P. Sofronas, Postmaster, Norwich, Vt.; and Constance
Tagopoulos, professor of Comparative Literature and Modern
Greek, Queens College (CUNY), New York.

Other Commission members are: John Brademas, hon-
orary member and president emeritus at New York Univer-
sity, New York; Michael S. Dukakis, honorary member and
professor of political science, Northeastern University, Bos-
ton; Phyllis Franklin, executive director, Modern Language
Association of America, New York; Ernestine Friedl, profes-
sor emerita of cultural anthropology, Duke University,
Durham, N.C.; Sol Gittleman, professor of German, senior
vice president and provost, Tufts University, Somerville,
Mass.; Mary Ann S. MacLean, member, Illinois State Board
of Education; David Millstone, Teacher, Norwich, CT; Joshn
Oller, professor and head of Communicative Disorders De-
partment, University of Southwestern Louisiana; Nicholas
Patrikalakis, Kawasaki Professor of Engineering, Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, Mass.; Peter Patrikis,
director, The Language Consortium, New Haven, Conn.; Sen.
Paul Sarbanes, honorary member, Washington; Manita
Scoccimara, citizen-at-large and former trustee, American
Farm School (Greece), Greenwich, Conn.; Scott William, hu-
manities distinguished research professor and professsor of
classics, Dartmouth College; Sen. Olympia Snowe, honor-
ary member, Washington; Anthony Stefanis, Atlanta, and Jean
Van Buskirk, director emerita, Sisters Program, Baltimore.

Also attending the press conference were John A.
Catsimatidis, Archdiocesan Council Vice Chairman, and
Executive Committee member Peter Pappas.

The Commision
is convinced that,

unless action
be taken

immediately,
Hellenism�s

survival in the
American

diaspora will
be at risk.

SOME OF THE EDITORIAL COMMENTS... From the Commission Report

Why do we teach?   We teach in order to bring to life, through language, the gifts God
gave us by which to communicate, to share, to help � in sum, to live fully. We teach in
order to activate not only the mind but also the senses and emotions.  Children need to
be taught how to look and really see, how to listen and really hear, how to smell and be
pleased or shocked, how to taste and react, and, most important, how to touch, that
they may be spiritually touched. When all of this is accomplished, language instruc-
tion becomes truly humanistic.

Parental Involvement  � If parents do not value the study of the Greek language or
Hellenic culture, their feelings will be passed along to their children and there will be
little reason for the children to embark on a difficult path. Schools cannot operate
successfully in a vacuum; without parental support, they are guaranteed to fail. The
problems are threefold: how to involve children in Greek education in the first place,
how to teach them effectively once they are there, and how to celebrate their accom-
plishments so that the cycle will continue.

Sharing � Through friendly, healthy sharing, schools will bolster their identity and
create an atmosphere of mutual respect. One way to share is through the spelling bee
at the elementary level; another is through quiz bowls at more advanced levels on
topics such as the Odyssey, the New Testament, mythology, or modern Greek poetry.
Sharing in these extracurricular ways will tighten the bonds among parishes and allow
for greater cooperation in academic matters.

What do we seek in a good teacher?  Tens of thousands of students trained throughout
the world by the Peace Corps, when asked about the qualities that best define a good
teacher, responded: �A good teacher should be competent, skillful, and zealous.� A
teacher who is competent knows the material well; a teacher who is skillful relies on an
effective methodology; a teacher who is zealous shares his or her passion for the sub-
ject and teaches it with God�s inspiration and help - i.e., with enthusiasm.

� excerpt from the Report�s Preamble

The time is ripe for a concerted,

strenuous long-term effort to revitalize

Hellenic culture and language in the

U.S.: to constitute the �Platonic Village�

in which diversity is strength. The

Greek language � the indispensable

manifestation of Hellenic identity � is

rapidly eroding. Unless significant

remedial action be taken immediately,

Hellenism�s survival in the American

Diaspora will be at risk. The

Commission�s most dire prediction,

based on the evidence it has accumu-

lated, is that Greek identity may well

be lost in less than a generation.

A Call
for Immediate

and Decisive Action The Commission recognized the nu-
merous contributions made from admin-
istrators and teachers throughout the
Greek school system in an effort to pre-
serve, teach and promote the Greek lan-
guage and culture, but they also have iden-
tified common, �persistent structural and
systemic problems.� Here is a short list:

¦ Inadequate preparation of teachers
at all levels.

¦ A lack of appropriate, pedagogically
sound teaching materials.

¦ A lack of imaginative curricula that
touch, excite, and motivate students.

¦ A lack of uniform standards and
criteria for evaluation and testing of
language proficiency.

¦ Poor articulation from level to level.

¦ Insufficient administrative and finan-
cial support in many parishes.

¦ Lack of recognition of good teachers.

¦ Grossly inadequate compensation
and fringe benefits for teachers.

¦ Inadequate use of technological
resources � e.g. computers,
audio-visual materials,
and distance learning.

¦ Lack of lending libraries with
relevant books in Greek and
English for all ages.

PROBLEM AREAS

from the previous page
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EDITORIAL

O P I N I O N S

Halting the Cultural Slide
Pastoral Reflections

L E T T E R SL E T T E R S
Catastrophe in the Balkans

Editor,
Mother Goose was replaced by mythol-

ogy in our Greek home and most frighten-
ing was the story of Pandora releasing the
evils of the world. As I read that 9,000 Purple
Hearts have been ordered, I fear a catastro-
phe in the Balkans. Yugoslavia�s 24 cultures
are dramatically impacted as are all Balkan
countries and regions -Albania, Bosnia,
Croatia, Dalmatia, Greece, Montenegro,
Serbia, Slavic Macedonia, and Slovenia.
Marching north in the 13th century, the Ot-
toman Empire decimated all in its path, in-
tertwining histories and cultures in a struggle
for survival.

The Balkans have alternately been part
of the Roman Catholic Austro-Hungarian
monarchy, Islamic Turkish Empire and the
Eastern Orthodox faith. Imagine civilizations
savaged for centuries, never knowing a Re-
naissance, enduring the most prolonged
siege in Europe and borders changed at will.
There are no white hats here, Milosevic is
an evil man, one of many. Their victims are
children, women and elderly -daughters,
mothers and sisters.

House International Committee mem-
ber Congressman Tom Campbell of Califor-
nia questioned Secretary of State Madeline
Albright regarding America�s role. Her re-
sponse regarding funding: �We do not need
the authority of Congress.�

Asked if we are in a state of war, she
directed her personal attorney to answer.
Amazing. Ms. Albright will not answer a

Editor,
I think it is about time some space be

given to let the Christian world know of the
genocide taking place in Kosovo - a situa-
tion that doesn�t seem to concern the Or-
thodox churches. As you well know, there
has never been anything said in the Ortho-
dox Observer about the helpless Kosovars.
This is a challenge to set the record straight.
Didn�t Christ teach brotherly love, love thy
neighbor, etc., and didn�t His teaching en-
compass the whole human race?

Al G. Fontas
Ogden, Utah

More on Serbia-Kosovo

straightforward question without counsel.
We are bombing the Federal Republic of
Yugoslavia, a sovereign stare not hostile to
America, and her attorney responds.

This is not our war. NATO is trying to
bomb a nation into peace, a nation tor-
mented by subjugation, atrocities against
humanity, religious and cultural conflicts and
economic distress.

I wept the day the first bombs were
dropped against soldiers adept at guerrilla
warfare, patriots defending their homes. I
pray we do not unleash yet more evil from
Pandora�s box.

Mary Jane Skopos
Fair Oaks, Calif.

My beloved brother in Christ, Metropolitan Meth-
odios, Esteemed and beloved Priests of the Diocese of
Boston, Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

I would like to begin my remarks today by express-
ing my appreciation to my brother and coworker in Christ,
Metropolitan Methodios of Aneon, for his gracious invi-
tation to me to attend this important Clergy Laity Con-
ference. His warm welcome and fraternal spirit is at the
center of the purpose that we share as Orthodox Chris-

Remarks of His Eminence Archbishop Spyridon at the
Diocese of Boston Clergy Laity Conference, which was

held in Brookline, MA on June 5, 1999

tians: to maintain the unity of the faith in the bond of peace.
I come here today not so much to speak,

but to listen � to listen to your concerns and
discern how we can better meet the challenges
that face our Church, not only in the Diocese of
Boston, but throughout America. Throughout the
spiritual landscape of our country, the fast ap-
proach of the millennium is raising expectations
about the future of faith and religion in the role
of everyday life. Our own Holy Archdiocese is
also experiencing the dynamic of change and re-
evaluation of the meaning of our faith in a vari-
ety of ways. Issues of cultural and religious iden-
tity can become the very stepping stones to a
revitalization of spiritual life, if we are willing to
work together for a common good.

I believe that our Holy Archdiocese is on
the right path, because both clergy and laity are
committed to upholding the life and practice of the Archdiocese as it has developed
over the past 75 years. There is no question here of reinventing ourselves, but there is
a need to rediscover ourselves. We are no longer the church experience of our grand-
parents. The context and the complexion of our communities has changed. But our
faith never changes. The question for us is to strive to see how to best blend our new
experiences with our ancient and treasured values.

When I returned to America, the land of my birth, I came back full of memories of
the Church the way it used to be. It didn�t take long to notice how much things had
changed, and that more change was necessary to adapt to the times. I am deeply
concerned for the need for more priests to serve all the people. We have thirty five
parishes in need of a priest, and thanks to our retired clergy, another seventy at least

have Sunday Services. I am concerned for the
legacy of our Greek Orthodox culture, and that
we pass on to our children and grandchildren the
precious gifts of faith, language and culture we
received from those who came before us. I am
concerned that our youth come to fully appreci-
ate the value and the spirit of our faith, so that
they live as Christians as a result of a conscience
decision to do so, rather than because it is a fam-
ily tradition. I am concerned that we embrace those
who choose to convert to our faith as full mem-
bers of the Church, regardless of their race or eth-
nic background. I am concerned that our Archdi-
ocesan institutions, especially our beloved semi-
nary � so dear to good people of this Diocese,

and St. Basil�s Academy rise to their full potential as powerful national centers of faith.
I am concerned that the Archdiocese provide the optimal performance and account-
ability to the faithful, and that the stewardship of the Church�s resources be fully uti-
lized for the best purposes.

I know that there are some of you here � representing your communities � who
question some of my decisions. There are others who have tried to represent the
Archdiocese in a negative way, often expressing themselves with pain and frustration.
I am hopeful, that together with my Brother Bishops, we can demonstrate another
perspective. While there is always room for differences of interpretation, the unity of
the faith and the Archdiocese must always be preeminent in our hearts and minds.

In a country where we are a minority faith � and a small minority at that � we
cannot afford to allow differences to divide us. Where there are differences, let us
work together to bring about understanding and appreciation for opposing points of
view. Let there be many voices in our Archdiocese, but let our message be one and the
same � the Gospel of love of our Lord Jesus Christ.

There is so much work that needs to be accomplished. For your labor of love thus
far, I would like to personally and publicly thank the priests and the parish council
members who give their best every day to their fellow Christians. I would like to thank
the choir members, the altar boys, the chanters, the ladies of the Philoptochos and all
the unsung heroes of the Parish who offer their time, their talents and their resources
to enhance the life of their communities. And I would like to thank my brother in
Christ, Metropolitan Methodios, for his loving and caring stewardship of the vineyard
we know as the Diocese of Boston. I feel confident that as the months and years go by,
our relationship will be nurtured by our love for God and our commitment to the
Church. In the final analysis, that is the only lasting legacy that really matters.

I thank His Eminence and all of you for this opportunity to address this fine as-
sembly, and I pray that the Holy Spirit will lead all of us to that unity of faith and those
bonds of peace that are His will for the Church.

I come here today
not so much to speak,

but to listen �
to listen to your

concerns and discern
how we can better

meet the challenges
that face our Church...

Let there be
many voices

in our Archdiocese,
but let our message be
one and the same � the
Gospel of love of our

Lord Jesus Christ.

T he Archbishop�s blue ribbon
Commission on Greek Lan
guage and Hellenic Culture,

chaired by the distinguished Professor
John Rassias of Dartmouth College has
issued its findings on the future of Greek
among America�s Greek Orthodox Chris-
tians.

It confirms what many have long sus-
pected. That the Church�s increasingly
American-born population is in danger of
losing its ties to Hellenic culture because
fewer and fewer young people are study-
ing Greek.

The Commission identifies problems
and inadequacies in the current Greek
education system, including proper
teacher preparation, teaching materials,
motivation of students, technological re-
sources and support from parents.

Very few parents send their children
to Greek school and the increasing per-
centage of interfaith marriages also serves
as a disincentive for promoting the lan-
guage.

This percentage will continue to grow
over time and, when you also consider
that Greek immigration is only a trickle of
what it once was.

Eventually, nearly all of the Church�s
membership will be native born and it is
obvious that a new approach is needed if
future generations are to have any ties to
their Hellenic cultural roots.

The report raises the fear that if the
language is lost, then eventually Greek
Orthodoxy and the Church in this coun-
try will become unrecognizable.

All around us, we see some of the
root causes of this problem. How many

native Greek speakers avoid regular
church attendance, except for semi-an-
nual appearances at Christmas and Eas-
ter? This sends a definite message to their
children and to those around them � that
it is not all that important to maintain close
ties to the culture through the church,
which is the only place where they will
receive regular exposure to Greek lan-
guage and culture. Is it any wonder, then,
that their children leave the church and
don�t marry into the faith?

The Commission�s recommenda-
tions call for increased spending by par-
ishes on teaching resources and higher
pay for qualified teachers. For many par-
ishes with �bare-bones� budgets, this is
a very tall order. Perhaps in some cities
having more than one parish and Greek
school, resources and efforts can be
pooled to consolidate their operations.
But to do so requires a major change in
attitude and instilling of a new spirit of
cooperation between fellow Greek Ortho-
dox communities. It�s not impossible.

The report also recommends a new,
some may say radical, approach to intro-
ducing Hellenic culture and Greek to chil-
dren at a younger age, especially those
from families of interfaith marriages �
through the use of English.

This report is being made available
to communities in both English and
Greek. Parish leaders and Greek educa-
tors would do well to sit down together
to discuss its findings, to consider the
future of their programs and the impor-
tance of maintaining their Greek heritage,
and to take the necessary steps to pre-
serve that legacy.

See LETTERS, page 9

Orthodox Christians do not condone
what has been going on in Kosovo, by any
means, especially not the mass killings. but it
doesn�t help the situation to demonize one
group over another. And Serbian Orthodox
leaders have called for Milosevich�s resigna-
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L E T T E R SL E T T E R S  . . . c o n t i n u e d

Editor,
No, it is not too late to do something

about children who kill.
You are right when you say even God�s

patience has it�s limits. Yes, they have taken

On children killing

tion. The really sad thing in this �conflict,� is
that neither side was willing enter lengthy ne-
gotiations to solve the problem peacefully.
Only a half-hearted attempt was made.  It�s
now a moot point, but the public has not re-
ceived the entire story about what has tran-
spired in the region over the years that has
resulted in the present situation and cannot
begin to understand the issue. The term �geno-
cide,� is overused. This situation seemed more
of a �pay-back�  for past cruelties.

The general public, however, never
learned that  after World War II, when the
Serbs found themselves among the victors,
taking into consideration the genocide that
had been inflicted upon them more than
once, it seemed that the situation should
have changed radically; but the regime of
Iosip Broz Tito, a Croat, directed its efforts
in weakening the Serbs and creating an
ephemeral Balkan (Danubian) Confedera-
tion; it allowed the resettlement of hundreds
of thousands of Albanians into Kosovo, who,
as a sign of their �gratitude,� undertook to
squeeze out the Serbs with increased en-
ergy, utilizing the most savage methods: the
murder [of Serbs] in their homes, the poison-
ing of [Serbian] wells, the rape of Serbian
schoolgirls and nuns, and the setting-afire
of [Serbian] houses and churches, etc.

During the period that the Socialist Fed-
eration of the Republic of Yugoslavia existed
and, until recently, the Albanians had much
greater rights than do the Corsicans in
Corsica, or the Serbs in Croatia. They had
their own autonomous region, their own
schools, their own university instruction,
their own newspapers and radio-stations. In
the course of the past few decades, some
250,000 Serbs fled from Kosovo to Serbia.
In 1991, alone, 2,000 Serbian children had
to be evacuated hastily, thus saving them
from being murdered.

Unprovoked attacks against policemen
and soldiers became a common occurrence.
Even many Albanians, undesirous of partici-
pating in anti-Serb activities or simply fear-
ful of being sacked from their jobs and hav-
ing to take their children out of state-run
schools, as the leaders of the separatists
were demanding, fell victim to terrorist acts.
In the late 1980s, some 250,000 Serbs were
�ethnically cleansed� from Kosovo. Rather
than �strain at the gnat� of a regional prob-
lem, and kill many innocent ourselves in the
process, our leaders should have focused
their energies on the pressing moral prob-
lems we face here at home. For example,
how may Serb teens run through their high
schools on shooting sprees, killing their fel-
low students. But, as we said previously, it�s
all a moot point.

� editor

prayer out of the school and out of every
other place that they can possibly do so.
They�d remove it from churches if they
could.

Yet the strange thing about trying to re-
move prayer and anything connected with the
Almighty from public places, is the fact that
anytime there is a disaster, no on thinks twice
about praying and asking for God�s help.

Why is it that He is called upon in time
of troubles, but we can�t give Him thanks
and praise for what He�s done at any other
time. Somewhere in the Bible it say�s �If we
ignore God, God will ignore us.�

We can start today, trying to teach our
children right from wrong, but we have to
start from day one, not when they are half
grown and ready to leave home.

But it will cost and no one wants to pay
the price. The cost will be lost wages and
hand me down furniture and low-cost meals
and very little outside entertainment.

Parents need a central location for the
TV, VCR, computer and telephone. Bed-
rooms should be for sleeping and dressing,
not for entertainment.

And parents need to know everything
their children see and hear. Every member
of the family has to get involved in each other
lives and not just say good morning and go
their separate ways as they do now.
Mother�s have to give up their outside jobs
or Dad has to be there when Mom isn�t.
One parent must be there at all times when
the children are at home.

Children need direction every day, not
just on weekends. They need to read the Bible
together on a regular basis and explain to their
children God�s rules for living. They need to
take their children to church every Sunday
and also attend church themselves. They have
to set the example, not just �do as I say.� It is
amazing how many people fail to realize that
we have an instruction book for living, (the
Bible ) and if we followed it, there would be
no children killing others.

Fran Glaros
Clearwater, Fla.

Editor,
Allow me to comment on your special

informative section in a recent issue of the
Observer, �Issues and Answers,� and con-
gratulate you for a job well done.

The countless humble, dedicated and
most generous flock of our holy Church in
America, the backbone of our holy Church,
pride themselves on the great accomplish-
ments of the holy ministry and are ever ready
to do so.

This was a very informative section on
the affairs of the Church, setting the record
straight on all issues covered, and presented
in a most positive and professional way.

Our faithful stewards will welcome this
format from time to time as a great oppor-
tunity for them to be properly informed and
edified at the same time.

Fr. Demetrios A. Recachinas
Holy Trinity Church

Bridgeport, Conn.

On informative section

from page 1
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Kronos New

220 V. Export Appliances & Shipping

MåôáöïñÝò

áðü ÁìåñéêÞ
óôçí  ÅëëÜäá.
ÏéêïóêåõÝò,
áõôïêßíçôá,
ïéêïäïìéêÜ õëéêÜ,
çëåêôñéêÝò
óõóêåõÝò,
áåñïðïñéêÝò
ìåôáöïñÝò.

Kronos
 International Shippers, Inc.

22 N. Sangamon, Chicago, IL. 60607
Tel. 312-432-0011 / 800-535-9635

Fax. 312-432-0507
E-Mail: kronos@kronosint.com

We carry the complete line of GENERAL
ELECTRIC  export appliances in 220V.
50 Hz.Refrigerators-washers-dryers-
split airconditioners-Ranges-dishwash-
ers etc.Electronics  from : Panasonic,
Sony, Toshiba, Hitachi, Jvc, Sharp.

ÄÙÑÅÁÍ ÁÐÏÓÔÏËÇ ÊÁÔÁËÏÃÏÕ

MåôáöÝñïõìå
ôï ëÜäé óáò

áðü ôï ÷ùñéü
ç ðüëç  óáò

óôçí ÅëëÜäá
óôï óðßôé óáò
óôçí ÁìåñéêÞ

MåôáöïñÝò áðü ÅëëÜäá óôçí
ÁìåñéêÞ. ÐñïóùðéêÜ áíôéêåßìåíá,
áõôïêßíçôá, Ýðéðëá, åìðïñéêÜ öïñôßá.Måãáëýôåñç

Ýêèåóç
çëåêôñéêþí
óõóêåõþí
ìå ñåýìá ÅëëÜ-
äïò. Øõãåßá,
ÐëõíôÞñéá,
óôåãíùôÞñéá,
êïõæßíåò,
ôçëåïñÜóåéò,
âßíôåï,
êëéìáôéóôéêÜ,
ìéêñïóõóêåõÝò
êïõæßíáò.

ÍÅÁ ÕÏÑÊÇ - ÁÈÇÍÁ
ÊÁÔ� ÅÕÈÅÉÁÍ ÐÔÇÓÅÉÓ ×ÙÑÉÓ ÓÔÁÈÌÏ ÌÅ ÊÁÍÏÍÉÊÁ ÄÑÏÌÏËÏÃÉÁ

699$
AÍÏÉÎÇ-ÖÈÉÍÏÐÙÑÏ

1 Áðñéëßïõ-10 Éïõíßïõ
1 Óåðôåìâñßïõ-31 Ïêôùâñßïõ

+Tax 799$
ÊÁËÏÊÁÉÑÉ

+Tax

ÅÉÄÉÊÅÓ ÔÉÌÅÓ ÊÁÉ ÁÐÏ ÁËËÅÓ ÐÏËÅÉÓ � ÐÁÉÄÉÁ 2-11 ÅÔÙÍ ÐËÇÑÙÍÏÕÍ 25% ËÉÃÏÔÅÑÏ

11 Éïõíßïõ-31 Áõãïýóôïõ

$690
$795
$738
$750
$756
$769
$785
$802
$802
$837
$851
$853
$867
$887
$892
$925

Boston
Philadelphia
Baltimore
Washington
Cleveland/Pittsburgh
Atlanta/Detroit
Chicago
Ft. Lauderdale/Miami
Dallas/Houston
Raleigh/Durham/Orlando/Tampa
Charlotte
W. Palm Beach/New Orleans
Denver
Salt Lake City
L.Á./San Francisco/San Diego/Seattle
Phoenix/Portland

ÁÍÏÉÎÇ-ÖÈÉÍÏÐÙÑÏ
Boston
Philadelphia
Pittsburgh
Baltimore/Washington/Detroit
Cleveland
Chicago/Raleigh/Durham
Richmond/Norfolk/ Charlotte
Ft. Lauderdale/Miami/Orlando
Tampa
Houston/Minneapolis/St. Louis
Denver/Oklahoma City
Salt Lake City
W. Palm Beach
L.A./San Francisco/Seattle/San Diego
Phoenix

ÊÁËÏÊÁÉÑÉ
$860
$885
$940
$953
$963
$956
$990
$1,000
$1,010
$1,020
$1,032
$1,042
$1,050
$1,080
$1,120

GARRISON, N.Y. � The Joy/Hope
Group of Holy Trinity Church in Bridgeport,
Conn., a very energetic group of youngsters
involved in many specific activities, recently
visited St. Basil Academy, presenting gifts
prepared by their parents to the children,
along with plenty of snacks.

Fr. Costas Sitaras welcomed the group
from Bridgeport with a cookout and many
games. It was a sentimental day for all the
children sharing their love together. Presi-
dent of the Joy/Hope, Kathy Bakes, pre-
sented Fr. Sitaras a donation of $100 to the
Academy and an additional $100 from the

Bridgeport Joy/Hope Visit Academy
Sunday school.

They have in the past supported mis-
sions to feed the poor, visited nursing homes
and helped children in need.

Their future plans are to continue to visit
St. Basil and to share proceeds from their
bake sale with the children at the Academy.

Under the direction of Fr. Demetrios
Recachinas and Sunday School Director Eva
Vaniotis, the children hold monthly meet-
ings and plan many activities, including
bowling and skating.

But they mainly steer in the direction
of helping charitable organizations.

GARRISON, N.Y. � St. Basil Academy
will hold its 52nd commencement exercises
at 11 a.m., June 19.

Preparations are progressing as the chil-
dren rehearse their musical program that in-
cludes Greek folk songs and American clas-
sics.

Students graduating this year are eighth
grader Emmanuel Papadakis (New York),
nursery school graduate Christina Loukakis
(Chicago), kindergarten students Jacob
Brown (New Jersey) and Kieran Gipson
(New York).

The commencement address will be
given by an Academy alumnus, Philadelphia
attorney Nicole Nye.

The picturesque grounds situated on a

Graduate to Address Graduates
bluff overlooking the Hudson River will be
the setting for the day�s events. Beginning
with the Divine Liturgy, chanted by the chil-
dren, services will include a Holy Water
Blessing Service for the newly built medical
and dental facilities, a gift of Georgia and
Demetrios Kaloides of Brooklyn, N.Y.

A memorial service for all deceased
benefactors of the Academy will also be held,
with Archbishop Spyridon officiating.

�This is a historic day for this worth-
while institution which takes care, nurtures,
educated the children of our Church that
need a Greek Orthodox home,� said Fr.
Constantine Sitaras, executive director.

For more information, call the Academy
(914) 424-3500.

The following article on a proposed
home for retired clergy on the grounds of
St. Basil Academy in Garrison, N.Y., was
submitted by Fr. Constantine Sitaras, execu-
tive director of the Academy.

The Vision
Archbishop Spyridon clearly articulated

the need to fill a void of ministry within the
Archdiocese. The ministry is to those celi-
bate and widowed elderly clergy who
needed a support system, a type of residence
that would be home, a place of dignity, car-
ing, concern, warmth and security. Up until
now, those priests have been left to handle
life on their own. We all know of tragic and
very sad situations among our senior priests.

The Reality
As a first step towards addressing this

very special and focused need, St. Basil
Academy has renovated a residence on the
premises and has dedicated the building as
a home for those clergy in need.

Members of the Board of Trustees Ex-
ecutive Committee met with an expert in
the area of senior care: nursing home and
assisted living community. Peter Gendron
has been guiding us in this mission. As a

Retired Clergy Home Planned
volunteer consultant his expertise has been
invaluable. A former parishioner from the
Church of Our Savior in Rye, N.Y., Dr.
Michael Giatsis has been an invaluable re-
source. As a retired medical director of St.
Teresa�s Residence for the Maryknoll Fa-
thers, he has guided this effort and brought
Peter Gendron to us. Both have been en-
thused and committed to the idea.

In addition, the chapel, enclosed swim-
ming pool (which is presently being reno-
vated), gym, newly created weight lifting
room, and the beautiful setting along the
Hudson River are all available.

The Present
St. Basil Academy will cover the costs

of the physical building and the food. What
is needed is a budget for a full-time admin-
istrator/activities director and a cook/house-
keeper. The projected cost for the adminis-
trator/activities director would be a salary
package of $38,000, the cook/housekeeper
would be a salary package of $27,000.

The St. Basil Academy residence we
now call �The St. John Chrysostom Clergy

See ST. BASIL ACADEMY , page 22

ST. BASIL ACADEMY

Proposed Home for  retired clergy located on the Academy grounds
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PhiloptochosThe Voice of

My Beloved Sisters in Christ!
As I write this greeting, I have in my

mind�s eye so many, many beautiful faces-
the faces of all the friends I made in the
course of my recent travels on behalf of the
Philoptochos.

From coast to coast and from North to
South, I had the chance to meet a great num-
ber of you whom I knew previously only by
name, either from articles about your activi-
ties or from reports of individual chapters.

What a thrill it was finally to meet face-
to-face with so many of you, the wonderful,
dedicated women of Philoptochos!

Truly, this tour was an inspiration to me.
With every stop on my trip and with every MRS. CONDAKES with His Eminence

President�s Message

BRIDGEPORT, Conn. � Nearly 400 Greek Ortho-
dox parishioners from throughout Connecticut packed the
Aegean room at Holy Trinity Church recently to raise
money for children in need, according to Fr. Demetrios
Recachinas.

The sold-out, home-cooked dinner marked the first
time that 14 state chapters of the Ladies Philoptochos
Society worked together locally toward a common goal:
to benefit the youngsters at St. Basil Academy.

The combined chapters raised $15,000 which is ear-
marked for the special needs of the 26 students enrolled
at the Academy.

The dais was graced by the honored presence of Arch-
bishop Spyridon, who spoke of his vision to maintain the
purpose of the Academy, providing shelter and opportu-
nities for spiritual and educational growth for disadvan-
taged children; while at the same time looking for addi-
tional uses for the expansive site, such as a facility to house
retired clergy in need of a place to live. His Eminence was
accompanied by Archimandrite Evangelos Kourounis.

Benefit Chairperson Kalli Tsitsipas, also the Bridge-
port chapter president and a National Board member, said
the Society hopes that the successful fund-raiser will be-
come an annual Connecticut event, with other churches

Connecticut Chapters Raise $15,000 for St. Basil Academy

LOS ANGELES � St. Sophia Cathedral
Philoptochos honored Mary Spiropoulos
Kezios as the 1999 Mother of the Year at
their annual Mother�s Day Luncheon and
Fashion show May 8.

Benefit Co-Chairmen were Dina
Oldknow of Pasadena and Marianna Politis
of Beverly Hills.

The chapter president, Sophia Mastor
of Bel Air, greeted the luncheon guests and
thanked the over 450 guests in attendance.

Proceeds from this event go to both local
and national St. Sophia Philoptochos Chari-
ties, including the �Kids �N Cancer� project.

Fr. Spencer Kezios of St. Nicholas
Church, Northridge, also commented on
Mary�s many good deeds and philanthropic
works. Theresa Patzkis, representing Los
Angeles Mayor Richard Riordan, presented

Mother�s Day Show in L.A.
a Resolution honoring Mrs Kezios as the
�1999 Mother of the Year.�

Mary has been a Philoptochos mem-
ber for over 20 years and has served as
president for two terms, as vice-president
and as advisor. She has participated in the
Philoptochos Friendship and Welfare Com-
mittee helping patients during their stay in
the United States for medical treatment and
assisted in language translation.

Other committee members included
Mary Gallanis, Tina Callas, Virginia Noyes,
Vasso Economides, Mary Lappas, Connie
Cooper, Sia Economides, Susan Patzakis,
Aphie Akopiantz, Bess Pappas, Electra
Koutsoukos, Vivi Demopoulos, Pauline
Evangelatos, Frances Bissias, Rita Steph-
anou, Katrina Beers, Jennie Doumak, Tanya
Grafos and Zoe Pittokopitis.

visit to another chapter and diocese, I felt as though I were meeting old friends again for
the first time. Why do I say that? Because there is an indescribable oneness of heart and
spirit and mind among the women of Philoptochos.

It doesn�t matter where we live or work, it doesn�t matter what our age or back-
ground is. We have in our Sisterhood a beautiful unity in the Holy Spirit that transcends all
human differences.

From East to West, we have the same hopes and dreams for our Church and for our
children. From diocese to diocese, we have the same zeal and enthusiasm for the assistance
of those in need, for the strengthening of the weak, and for the healing of those who are sick.

But I was equally inspired by the sight of all of the marvelous younger women who are
active in Philoptochos throughout our Holy Archdiocese.

Despite the many demands on their schedule, these courageous young women still
set aside time and energy for the work of the Church.

We truly need the participation and leadership of the younger generation of Greek
Orthodox women in order to keep our Philoptochos the vital and vibrant humanitarian
organization that it is.

May God bless them richly for their service of love! My beloved sisters, I share these
thoughts with you so that you too may be inspired by the wonderful work that the Lord is
performing through our Sisterhood.

I wish that each and every one of you could meet one another, could get to know one
another as I have come to know all of you! For then I know, that in love and mutual respect
and in true spiritual unity, we could do even greater works in the future under the spiritual
leadership of His Eminence Archbishop Spyridon, for the glory of our loving God and for the
good of His Church.

Finally, I want to say to all of you whom I visited: Thank you for your wonderful
hospitality, and I look forward to seeing each one of you soon! Your loving sister in Christ,

Evanthea Condakes, National President

hosting a program next year and choosing a beneficiary.
Mrs. Tsitsipas noted that Bridgeport this year became

the first and only Philoptochos chapter nationwide to make
a commitment to sponsor a St. Basil child directly.

Seven thousand dollars was raised at the parish this
year to pay for the tuition of a young girl from Chicago.
Four year old Christina is a frequent guest at Holy Trinity,
and is even enrolled in the Sunday School program there
with her new friends.

Mrs. Tsitisipas� comments were echoed by National
Philoptochos President Eve Condakes who told the gather-
ing of the importance of women working together to do
good for the church and the people it serves.

St. Basil Board President Dr. Steven Gounardes urged
the Connecticut congregations to continue to donate to the
Academy, and also to spend time there, because he says
that�s all it will take to motivate involvement in the life and
the future development of the school.

St. Basil�s executive director, Fr. Constantine Sitaras,
surrounded by several of his young charges, spoke warmly
and enthusiastically of the growing need to support and
visit the Academy�s children, who often come from rup-
tured and distressed homes and of the ambitious plans to
update and use the sprawling site along the Hudson River

for more events, conference, workshops and retreats in
the Orthodox church.

Fr. Sitaras encouraged the audience to make the trip
to the Academy to witness the progress being made and
to spend time with the young residents. He noted that
nearly 1,000 persons have already visited the Academy
since January.

The collective Philoptochos chapters also made gifts
of wrapped personal items for the children�s use, in addi-
tion to other donations from AHEPA, Daughters of
Penelope and personal contributions from the faithful.

The following Connecticut chapters and their presi-
dents participated: Annunciation, Stamford, -Barbara
Pappas ; Archangels, Stamford - Nike Passios; Holy Trin-
ity, Waterbury - Marianne Boutsioulis; St. Barbara, Or-
ange - Helen Wechter; Assumption, Danbury - Betsy
Erm; Holy Trinity, Danielson-Penelope Karambinakis;
St. Sophia, New London - Katheren Nikolaou; St.
Demetrios, Bristol ; St. George, Hartford - Athena
Economou; St. George, New Britain- Lillian Tella; St.
George, Norwalk - Melina Adron; Holy Trinity, Bridge-
port - Kalli Tsitsipas; St. Nicholas, Enfield - Ms. Fraginis;
Holy Trinity, Norwalk - Vi Trantalis; Holy Trinity,
Ansonia.

The Archdiocesan Cathedral Philoptochos Society raised $5,000 for Ronald McDonald
House through its spring Luncheon and Fashion Show in the Cathedral Center on May 1.

Chapter President Helen Daphnides stated that 187 guests attended the event which
was chaired by Mary Christy, Maria Marinakis and Carol Contos.

It was a most successful fund-raiser with the proceeds earmarked for the Children�s
Cancer Fund. According to Mrs. Daphnides, �our very devoted Board also recently approved
the $5,000 donation to the Ronald McDonald House in New York where many children from
Greece stay with their families during their cancer treatment.�

More than 200 friends and members
of Philoptochos turned out for the second-
annual Gala on May 8 of the Atlanta
Diocese�s North Florida Conference area
that raised $9,000 for the Diocese Philo-
ptochos Diakonia.

The ballroom of the Radisson Resort in
St. Augustine, Fla., was elegantly decorated
with fresh flowers and a special bouquet was
presented to Stella Logas from Orlando, by
Bishop Alexios of Atlanta. Mrs. Logas, 95,
was the oldest mother in attendance.

Diocese President and Gala Honorary
Chairman Renee Gahagan said this was the
most successful conference area gala yet.
Co-chairs were Vasso Poulos, president of

Annual N. Florida Gala Grosses $9,000

Cathedral Philoptochos Gives $5,000
to Ronald McDonald House

New Jersey Diocese Philoptochos Board members and chapter presidents recently paid their annual
visit to St. Michael�s Home for the Aged in Yonkers, N.Y., where they presented a $6,000 donation.
(l to r) Maria Varianakis of Paramus, board member Mary Romais, Yiota Petrides of Fairview,
Diocese President Aspasia Melis, St. Michael�s director the Very Rev. Andonios Paropoulos, Diocese
treasurer  Ronnie Kyritsis, Helen Hatzikostas of Trenton, and Helen Souravlas of Perth Amboy.

Kimisis Tis Theotokou Philoptochos and
Mary Spanos who made the event possible.

Representatives of many North Florida
chapters attended the luncheon.

The first �gold sponsor,� Mrs. Fay
Spanos from San Diego, who�s a Florida
native and a long-time friend of the
Philoptochos was also in attendance.

Much appreciated was  the support of
the N. Florida Conference vicar, the Very Rev.
Nicholas T. Graff, who inspired the North
Florida Conference chapters to undertake this
project on an annual basis.

The Philoptochos chapters involved per-
sonally thank Fr. Nicholas and their beloved
Bishop Alexios.

 A Visit to St. Michael�s
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HOLY ANARGYROI-STS COSMAS AND DAMIAN GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

Ministering to the Mayo Clinic
 P A R I S H  p r o f i l e

PEOPLE

Name: Holy Anargyroi-
Sts. Cosmas and Damian
Greek Orthodox Church
Location:
Rochester, Minn.
Founded:
1947
Diocese:
Chicago
Size:
116 families
Clergy:
Fr. Nicholas Kasemeotes
(Holy Cross �81)
Noteworthy: serves thousands of
Orthodox patients at Mayo Clinic

A

Evangeline Gouletas of Chicago, co-
founder and co-chairman of American
Invsco Corp., recently traveled to Athens,
Greece to attend the Euro-American
Women�s Council annual global forum
where she received the Artemis Award. The
forum discussed technology, energy and the
environment int the next millennium.

Nick E. Mpras of Falls Church, Va., re-
ceived the Coast Guard�s Superior Achieve-
ment Award for his management skills, dedi-
cation and leadership. He is the only civilian
in the Coast Guard who manages a nation-
wide operational and regulatory program. Mr.
Mpras, who serves as assistant chanter at St.
Katherine Church, also has received 50 other
awards including the Silver Medal from the
U.S. Secretary of Transportation.

Louis Vlahos of Port Washington, N.Y.,
a member of Archangel Michael Church in
Roslyn, has been named a parnter of the
Uniondale-based law firm of Farrell Fritz. Mr.
Vlahos is a 1987 Harvard Law School gradu-
ate and a 1993 New York University gradu-
ate with a Master of Law in Taxation degree.

Gregory Pappas, son of James and Eliza-
beth Pappas of Floral Park, N.Y., recently
graduated from Chaminade High School in
Mineola ane will attend Siena College in Al-
bany, N.Y., on a scholarship.

Attends conference

Wins award

Named partner

New graduate

Four winners received awards at the
recent Greek Women�s University Club 11th

annual music competition at the Chicago
Cultural Center. Pamela C. Ajango of New
York won the Mary P. Kladis Award, Amneris
Puscasu received the Thalia B. Jameson
Award, and Madelene Potamianos and Dina
Savvidou were presented with the Greek
Women�s University Club Awards.

Axios-Axia Recipients
Hellenic Cultural Association of Salt

Lake City recently honored motivational
speaker and author Georgia Photopulos and
her husband, ABC Sports executive Bud
Photopulos, with its �Axios-Axia Award in
recognition of their service to civic, church
and philanthropic activities.

The couple are co-authors of a best sell-
ing book, �Of Tears & Triumphs,� which
provides a dramatic account of a cancer
patient�s survival against enormous odds
and a poignant love story about a husband,
wife and family.

Georgia Photopulos is a survivor of 19
cancer-related surgeries, 120 radiation treat-
ments, brain surgery and, most recently, heart
by-pass and valve-replacement surgery.

The award was presented at the HCA�s
Founders� Day Banquet in May.

Music Award Winners
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New York, NY 10021

ROCHESTER

n active outreach/hospital min-
istry describes the significant
role that this small community

plays in southeastern Minnesota some
90 miles from Minneapolis-St. Paul.

In much the same spirit as the two
�unmercenary� physician saints for
whom the parish is named, the ethni-
cally diverse community ministers to
between 1,000 and 2,000 Orthodox
patients and outpatients who travel to
the Mayo Clinic every year from
throughout the nation and abroad for
treatment of serious and life-threaten-
ing illnesses.

This has been the case since at
least the 1920s when the first Greeks
settled in Rochester.

The Clinic�s founders, Drs. Charles
and William Mayo, were referred to as
the �American Sts. Cosmas and Da-
mianos� by Sir William Otler, who
headed the Johns Hopkins Medical
School in Baltimore in the 1890s and
who frequently corresponded with the
brothers.

The church is located in downtown
Rochester, a short distance from the
Mayo Clinic complex, which encom-
passes two hospitals and several other
medical facilities.

Fr. Kasemeotes explained that
large numbers of patients visit the
church during the year and parishioners
provide them with many services, in-
cluding taking them on shopping trips
and inviting them to their homes.

He said that the ill health which
these patients endure �is a very sober-
ing aspect of the parish.�

�We see these people, often in dire
straits, and it helps us keep our focus.�

One Rochester native whose father
was among the parish founders,
Presbytera Nikki Stephanopoulos, the
Archdiocese�s news and information
director, echoed Fr. Nick�s assessment
of the relationship between the com-
munity and the clinic.

�The main reason we have a
church there is because of the clinic,�
Presbytera Nikki told the Observer.
�The church was built, in part, through
donations of many of the patients.�

She recalled that her father, An-
drew Chafos (Chafoulias), one of the
first and longest-established Greek
businessmen in the city, also served as
a translator for Greek patients coming
to the clinic.

Presbytera said that �the Greeks
were the only ethnic group in the city
and never experienced prejudice. They
were very well respected.�

The current parish diversity reflects
the fact that many parishioners of various
backgrounds are affiliated with the Clinic
as doctors, residents, medical students
and staff.

Some parishioners work at IBM,
Rochester�s other major employer.

Holy Anargyroi�s membership in-
cludes Orthodox Christians of Russian,
Romanian, Ethiopian, Serbian, Ukrainian,
Eretrian, Lebanese, Jordanian background,
and American-born converts.

However, Greek immigrants were the
original core of the parish, coming mostly
from the Peloponnesus.

They began arriving in the early 1920s
and established restaurants, dry cleaning
and shoe repair shops, hatters and other
businesses. A few of the original immi-
grants� wives remain active in the parish.

By the late 1940s, AHEPA had become
well established throughout the region and
served as the catalyst for the church�s
founding.

In the 1930s and 40s, according to
Presbytera Stephanopoulos, the Greek Or-
thodox families were served by occasional
visiting priests from
Minneapolis and
other cities. Many
local Greeks would
travel there or to
Mason City, Iowa, to
attend church. They
also regularly at-
tended the Episcopal
Church in Rochester.

For the first
seven years of the
church�s existence,
from its founding by
some 20 families to
the completion of its
existing building, services took place in the
AHEPA hall/cafenion.

According to a parish history, the
community�s first priest was Fr. Panayiotis
Pariyonos, a retired clergyman living in the
Bronx, N.Y., who answered an advertisement
in a Greek newspaper in 1949. He resigned
after a year and returned to the Bronx.

His successor, Fr. Panteleimon
Renieris of Chicago, extended his minis-
try to include other Greek families living
in the southern Minnesota towns of
Owatonna, Austin, Faribault, Albert Lea,
and the Wisconsin communities of
LaCrosse and Sparta.

In the early 1950s, young people of
the parish joined with their peers in Min-
neapolis-St. Paul and other cities in the

region to found the GOYA Movement.
Groundbreaking for the church

building, still in use, took place in No-
vember 1953 and Bishop Ezekial of
Chicago laid the cornerstone. It was he
who urged parishioners to name the
parish after the Anargyroi.

The building was completed in
June 1954. Archbishop Michael conse-
crated the church in July 1955.

Over the years numerous im-
provements and additions to the build-
ing have been made as the parish has
grown along with the city. But over-
crowding is an ongoing problem.

The church has a very successful
Sunday school program with 50 stu-
dents enrolled and the parish plans to
build a fellowship hall with more class-
room space for the children.

There is no Greek school, although
Fr. Nick said there have been three or
four attempts to start one.

Holy Anargyroi community also is
looking to purchase two residences
across the street from the church to
establish a �Ronald McDonald�-type of
facility for patients and their families.

Fr. Nick was raised in Milwaukee
and has served the Rochester

community 15 years. He has
guided the parish through a
long period of growth and

also established its presence on
the world wide web. Holy

Anargyroi�s four-page website �
www.rochestermn.com/holyanargyroi
� includes parish background informa-

tion, service times, monthly calen-
dar and e-mail address:

holyanargyroi@prodigy.net. He
even distributes the church bul-
letin on the web.

The church has a highly success-
ful stewardship program, Fr. Nick ex-
plained, with about $60,000 of its
$90,000 budget coming from pledges.
Another income source is the annual
Greek festival.

Among the priest�s more unusual
projects that serves as a kind of out-
reach is collecting baseball cards each
year for children at the Clinic where
he is Orthodox chaplain.

For Fr. Nick, serving the commu-
nity and its �extended family� of thou-
sands of patients who come to Roch-
ester has been highly gratifying. �This
is paradise,� he said. It�s a wonderful
parish.�

� compiled by Jim Golding
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Êáôåðåßãïí
Ìå ôïí ÷áñáêôçñéóìü <Êáôåðåßãïí>

ðáñÝäùóå ôçí ÝêèåóÞ ôçò óôïí Óåâ. Áñ÷éåðß-
óêïðï ÁìåñéêÞò ç ÄéåñåõíçôéêÞ ÅðéôñïðÞ ãéá
ôçí ÅëëçíéêÞ Ãëþóóá êáé Ðïëéôéóìü, ðïõ
óõíÝóôçóå ï ßäéïò ðñéí Ýíá ðåñßðïõ ÷ñüíï.

Ç äéáôÞñçóç ôçò ÅëëçíéêÞò ãëþóóáò, ôçò
åëëçíïñèüäïîçò ìáò ðáñÜäïóçò, ôçò ðïëé-
ôéóôéêÞò ìáò êëçñïíïìéÜò, ôçò ôáõôüôçôÜò ìáò
óáí îå÷ùñéóôÞ êáé éäéáßôåñç ïíôüôçôá óôï
ðïëéôéóìéêü ìùóáúêü ôçò ÁìåñéêÞò, áðïôåëåß
óõ÷íÜ èÝìá Ýíôïíçò áíôáëëáãÞò áðüøåùí,
ðñü÷åéñùí áíáëýóåùí, ðýñéíçò áñèñïãñá-
ößáò, ðïëéôéêþí õðïó÷Ýóåùí êáé óõ÷íÜ
óçìåßï ôñéâÞò ìÝóá óôçí åëëçíïñèüäïîç
ïìïãÝíåéá ôçò ÁìåñéêÞò.

Ùò ôá ôþñá äåí äéáöáßíïíôáí ðïõèåíÜ
Ýíá ïñéóôéêü ðüñéóìá, êáíÝíá äéáöùôéóôéêü
óôïé÷åßï ðïõ í� áðïôåëåß Ýíäåéîç ãéá ôï ìÝëëïí
ôçò óçìåñéíÞò åëëçíïñèüäïîçò � åëëçíï-
áìåñéêáíéêÞò  êïéíùíßáò.

Ôï åñþôçìá äåí åßíáé êáéíïýñéï: Èá
êáôïñèþóïõìå ëïéðüí, íá åðéâéþóïõìå êáé íá
êñáôÞóïõìå ôá èåìåëéáêÜ óôïé÷åßá ðïõ
áðáéôïýíôáé, üðùò ç ÅëëçíéêÞ ãëþóóá; �Þ èá
áëëïôñéùèïýìå óôáäéáêÜ êáé èá ÷Üóïõìå ôçí
ôáõôüôçôÜ ìáò óôçí ðñïóðÜèåéÜ ìáò íá
<óõìðåñéëçöèïýìå> óôç ìåãÜëç áìåñéêáíéêÞ
êïéíùíßá;

Ï Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò áíôéëÞöèçêå áìÝóùò
ìåôÜ ôçí ÜöéîÞ ôïõ óôçí ÁìåñéêÞ ôï ìÝãåèïò
ôïõ ðñïâëÞìáôïò êáé ôïí êáèïñéóôéêü ñüëï
ðïõ ìðïñåß íá ðáßîåé ç óùóôÞ áíôéìåôþðéóÞ
ôïõ. Ôï èÝìá ÷ñåéáæüôáí Üìåóç ðñïóï÷Þ êé
áíôéìåôþðéóç. ¹ôáí ç óôéãìÞ ãéá ôïõò
åéäÞìïíåò. ¸ôóé, óõíÝóôçóå ðÝñõóé Äéåñåõíç-
ôéêÞ ÅðéôñïðÞ õðü ôïí êáèçãçôÞ ôïõ Ðáíåðé-
óôçìßïõ ÍôÜñôìïõè ê. ÉùÜííç ÑáóóéÜ êáé ôçò
áíÝèåóå ôçí óå âÜèïò ìåëÝôç ôùí  óõíèçêþí
êáé ðñïâëçìÜôùí ôïõ êïéíïôéêïý åêðáéäåõ-
ôéêïý óõóôÞìáôïò, ðïõ ëåéôïõñãåß õðü ôçí
áéãßäá ôçò É. Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò óôéò êáôÜ ôüðïõò
êïéíüôçôåò.

Ôï ðñþôï âÞìá Ýãéíå êé ï äñüìïò åßíáé
ìáêñýò. Ç Ýêèåóç-ðüñéóìá ôçò åðéôñïðÞò
ðáñïõóéÜæåé ìÝóá áðü åííÝá êåöÜëáéá ìéá
óåéñÜ ÷ñüíéùí äéáñèñùôéêþí êáé ïñãáíéêþí
ðñïâëçìÜôùí ôïõ êïéíïôéêïý åêðáéäåõôéêïý
óõóôÞìáôïò êáé ðñïôåßíåé 73 óõãêåêñéìÝíåò
ëýóåéò-óõóôÜóåéò åöáñìüóéìåò óå ôïðéêü êáé
ðáíáìåñéêáíéêü åðßðåäï.

Ç ðñþôç áíÜãíùóç ôçò Ýêèåóçò ðñïâëç-
ìáôßæåé. Äåß÷íåé êáèáñÜ ôï äñüìï êáé ôéò
ðñïïðôéêÝò ãéá Ýíá ëáìðñü ìÝëëïí áëëÜ
óõã÷ñüíùò ðñïåéäïðïéåß ÷ùñßò ðåñéóôñïöÝò,
üôé ç åðéôñïðÞ <åßíáé ðåðåéóìÝíç üôé åêôüò êáé
Üí ëçöèïýí Üìåóá ìÝôñá, ç åðéâßùóç ôïõ
Åëëçíéóìïý óôçí áìåñéêáíéêÞ äéáóðïñÜ
êéíäõíåýåé>. ÖôÜíåé äå óôçí ïäõíçñÞ ðñüâëå-
øç üôé <...óýìöùíá ìå ôá óôïé÷åßá ðïõ
óõãêÝíôñùóå ç åðéôñïðÞ, ç åëëçíéêÞ ôáõôü-
ôçôá ìðïñåß íá ÷áèåß ìÝóá óå ìéá ãåíéÜ>.

Åßíáé áêüìá êáéñüò ãéá íá áíáóôñáöåß ç
ðïñåßá ðáñáêìÞò. Ï Óåâ. Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò
ÁìåñéêÞò ê. Óðõñßäùí Ýêáíå ôï ðñþôï âÞìá.
Ôï ðñþôï óçìáíôéêü âÞìá. Êáé ç áñ÷Þ åßíáé ôï
Þìéóõ ôïõ ðáíôüò. Åíáðüêåéôáé óå üëïõò ôþñá
ôï ìÝëëïí. Ï Óåâáóìéüôáôïò êáé ç É. Áñ÷éåðé-
óêïðÞ èá êÜíïõí ôï êáèÞêïí ôïõò. Óýìöùíá
üìùò ðÜíôá ìå ôçí Ýêèåóç ôçò åðéôñïðÞò, äåí
áñêåß áõôü áðü ìüíï ôïõ.  Ïé ôïìÝò ðïõ
ðñïôåßíïíôáé áðáéôïýí ôçí åíåñãïðïßçóç êáé
ôç óõììåôï÷Þ üëùí. Ìáæéêþí öïñÝùí êáé
éäéùôþí. Ïñãáíéóìþí êáé åðé÷åéñÞóåùí.
Åßíáé Ýíá ðáëëáúêü êÜëåóìá ãéá Üìåóç êáé
áðïöáóéóôéêÞ äñÜóç. Êáôåðåéãüíôùò.

ôïõ Óôáýñïõ Ðáðáãåñìáíïý

ÅÐÉÂÉÙÓÇ ÓÔÇ ÄÉÁÓÐÏÑÁ

ÍÅÁ ÕÏÑÊÇ � Óå óõíÝíôåõîç
Ôýðïõ ðïõ ðñáãìáôïðïéÞèçêå
óôéò 27 ÌáÀïõ óôçí Ýäñá ôçò ÉåñÜò
Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò ÁìåñéêÞò ðáñïõ-
óéÜóôçêå ç Ýêèåóç-ðüñéóìá ôçò
Áñ÷éåðéóêïðéêÞò ÄéåñåõíçôéêÞò
ÅðéôñïðÞò ðïõ óõãêñüôçóå ï
Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò ðñßí Ýíá ÷ñüíï.

Ç ¸êèåóç ôçò ÅðéôñïðÞò ìå
ôïí ôßôëï <Ôï ìÝëëïí ôçò ÅëëçíéêÞò
Ãëþóóáò êáé ôïõ Åëëçíéêïý Ðïëé-
ôéóìïý óôéò ÇíùìÝíåò Ðïëéôåßåò �
Åðéâßùóç óôç ÄéáóðïñÜ> ôõðþ-
èçêå óôá ÁããëéêÜ óå ìéêñïý ìåãÝ-
èïõò âéâëßï áðü ôçí ÉåñÜ Áñ÷éåðé-
óêïðÞ êáé óýíôïìá åôïéìÜæåôáé ç
åëëçíéêÞ Ýêäïóç.

Ôçí óõíÝíôåõîç Ôýðïõ ðñïëü-
ãéóå ï Óåâ. Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò (âë.
ðëÞñåò êåßìåíï) èÝôïíôáò ôïí ôüíï
êáé ôéò ðáñáìÝôñïõò ìÝóá óôéò
ïðïßåò äéåîÞ÷èç êáé ðáñïõóéÜ-
æåôáé ç Ýñåõíá, ÷áñáêôçñßæïíôáò

Ôï ìÝëëïí ôçò ÅëëçíéêÞò Ãëþóóáò êáé ôïõ
Åëëçíéêïý Ðïëéôéóìïý óôéò ÇíùìÝíåò Ðïëéôåßåò

Ç ¸êèåóç ôçò Áñ÷éåðéóêïðéêÞò ÄéåñåõíçôéêÞò Åðéôñï-
ðÞò ãéá ôçí ÅëëçíéêÞ ãëþóóá êáé ôïí ðïëéôéóìü äéáôßèåôáé
äùñåÜí áðü ôçí Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞ óå êÜèå åíäéáöåñüìåíï ìå
ôçí êáôáâïëÞ ìüíï ôùí ôá÷õäñïìéêþí åîüäùí áðïóôïëÞò.
Ãéá ðëçñïöïñßåò ïé åíäéáöåñüìåíïé ìðïñïýí íá áðåõèý-
íïíôáé óôï ôçëÝöùíï (877) 774-0215. Ïé åíäéáöåñüìåíïé ðïõ
Ý÷ïõí ðñüóâáóç óôï äéáäýêôéï-Internet ìðïñïýí íá
äéáâÜóïõí ôçí Ýêèåóç óôï www.goarch.org/goa/diaspora. Óå
Üëëåò óåëßäåò ôïõ Ïñèüäïîïõ ÐáñáôçñçôÞ ðáñáèÝôïõìå
ïñéóìÝíá åíäåéêôéêÜ áðïóðÜóìáôá áðü ôçí Ýêèåóç,
õðïó÷üìåíïé üôé óå ðñïóå÷Þ ôåý÷ç èá ôçí äçìïóéåýóïõìå
ôìçìáôéêÜ.

Ï Ïñèüäïîïò ÐáñáôçñçôÞò
Óå ìéá áðü ôéò 73 óõóôÜóåéò ôçò ÅðéôñïðÞò, ðñïôåßíåôáé

ç êáèéÝñùóç óåëßäáò óôïí Ïñèüäïîï ÐáñáôçñçôÞ, áöéåñù-
ìÝíçò óôçí Ðáéäåßá, óôçí ïðïßá èá åìöáíßæïíôáé äåßãìáôá
ôçò åñãáóßáò ôùí ìáèçôþí äéáöüñùí ôÜîåùí êáé ó÷ïëåßùí,
óå ìéÜ ðñïóðÜèåéá êÝíôñéóçò ôïõ åíäéáöÝñïíôïò êáé
åíßó÷õóçò ôïõ çèéêïý ôùí ìáèçôþí. Áðåñßöñáóôá
õéïèåôïýìå ôçí ðñüôáóç êáé æçôïýìå ôçí âïÞèåéá üëùí ãéá
ôçí ðñáãìÜôùóÞ ôçò.

ôï ðüñéóìá ôçò ÅðéôñïðÞò <Ýíá óçìáíôéêü óôáèìü óôç æùÞ
ôçò ÉåñÜò ìáò Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò>. Ï Óåâáóìéüôáôïò åîÞãçóå
ôïõò ëüãïõò ðïõ ç É. Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞ åíäéáöÝñåôáé, êáé ðñÝðåé
íá åíäéáöÝñåôáé ãéá ôçí åðéâßùóç ôçò ÅëëçíéêÞò ãëþóóáò

Ôá ìÝëç ôçò ÅðéôñïðÞò ãéá ôçí ÅëëçíéêÞ Ãëþóóá êáé ðïëéôéóìü, ðïõ ðáñåõñÝèçêáí óôç
óõíÝíôåõîç Ôýðïõ ðåñéóôïé÷ßæïõí ôïí Áñ÷éåðßóêïðï.

öùô. Ï. Ð.

Óôéò 11 Éïõíßïõ åßíáé ç ãéïñôÞ ôïõ Áðïóôüëïõ
Âáñèïëïìáßïõ êáé ãéïñôÜæåé ï ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò ìáò
óôçí Êùíóôáíôéíïýðïëç. Ç ãéïñôÞ áõôÞ ìáò
äßíåé ôçí åõêáéñßá íá ðñïóöÝñïõìå ëßãåò

óêÝøåéò ãýñù áðü ôï óåðôü ðñüóùðï ôïõ
ÐáôñéÜñ÷ïõ ìáò êáé ôï èåóìü ðïõ áíôéðñïóùðåýåé.

Ãéá ìáò ôïõò Ïñèüäïîïõò ÷ñéóôéáíïýò ðñüóùðï êáé
èåóìüò åßíáé áëëçëÝíäåôá. ¼ðïéïò ôá ÷ùñßæåé áõôÜ
âñßóêåôáé Ýîù áðü ôï Þèïò ôçò Ïñèïäïîßáò. Ç
ðñïóùðéêÞ äéÜóôáóç åßíáé åêåßíç ðïõ åíóùìáôþíåé
èåóìïýò êáé áëÞèåéá êáé èÝôåé ôç óöñáãßäá ôçò
ãíçóéüôçôáò. Ç Ïñèïäïîßá åßíáé åðþíõìç, óõãêåêñéìÝíç,
ðñïóùðéêÞ. ÅóôéÜæåôáé êáô� áñ÷Þí óôïí ¸íá áëçèéíü
Èåü, óôçí Ðáíáãßá ÔñéÜäá, óôïí ÈåÜíèñùðï Êýñéü ìáò
ôïí Éçóïý ×ñéóôü, óôçí Êõñßá êáé ÄÝóðïéíá ôçò Åêêëçóßáò,
ôçí Ðáíáãßá Èåïôüêï, óôïõò Áãßïõò Áðïóôüëïõò êáé
óôïõò Áãßïõò üëùí ôùí áéþíùí äçë. óôçí Üíù Éåñïõ-
óáëÞì, ôçí åðïõñÜíéá Éåñáñ÷ßá.

¸÷åé üìùò êáé ãÞéíç ðñïÝêôáóç êáé óõíäÝåôáé ìå ôïõò
áãßïõò ðñïêáèçìÝíïõò ôùí êáôÜ ôüðïõò Ïñèïäüîùí
Åêêëçóéþí, ôçí åðßãåéá åêêëçóéáóôéêÞ Éåñáñ÷ßá êáé ôá
ðïßìíéá ôùí áíèñþðùí ðïõ óõíÜãïíôáé ãýñù áðü

Ç ÃÉÏÑÔÇ ÔÏÕ ÏÉÊÏÕÌÅÍÉÊÏÕ ÌÁÓ ÐÁÔÑÉÁÑ×Ç
ôïõ ð. Ãåùñãßïõ Ä. ÄñÜãá

� óåë. 16

ÊáëçìÝñá  óáò. Káëþò Þñèáôå óôçí Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞ.
Ìå éäéáßôåñç ÷áñÜ  óáò ðáñïõóéÜæù ôá ìÝëç ôçò

ÅðéôñïðÞò ãéÜ ôç ìåëÝôç ôïõ èÝìáôïò ôçò ÅëëçíéêÞò
Ãëþóóáò êáé ôïõ Åëëçíéêïý Ðïëéôéóìïý, êáèþò åðßóçò êáé
ôï ÐüñéóìÜ ôçò ãéá  <Ôï ìÝëëïí ôùí Åëëçíéêþí ÃñáììÜôùí
êáé ôïõ Ðïëéôéóìïý óôéò ÇÐÁ�Ç ÅðéâßùóÞ ôïõò óôç
ÄéáóðïñÜ>. Ôï Ðüñéóìá áõôü áðïôåëåß Ýíá óçìáíôéêü
óôáèìü  óôç æùÞ ôçò ÉåñÜò ìáò Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò.

¸íá áðü ôá ðñþôá èÝìáôá ðïõ ìå áðáó÷üëçóáí
áð� ôç ðñþôç óôéãìÞ ôçò áñ÷éåðéóêïðéêÞò ìïõ äéáêïíßáò,
Þôáí êé  áõôü ôçò åëëçíéêÞò ãëþóóáò êáé ôïõ ðïëéôéóìïý.
ÈÝìá ðïõ ÷ñåéáæüôáí Üìåóç ðñïóï÷Þ êé áíôéìåôþðéóç.

Ï ð. Ãåþñãéïò Öëùñüöóêé, ï äéáðñåðÝóôåñïò ßóùò
ïñèüäïîïò èåïëüãïò ôïõ áéþíá ìáò, åß÷å åðáíåéëçììÝíá
åêöñÜóåé ôç èÝóç, üôé ç ÅëëçíéêÞ ãëþóóá êáé ï Åëëçíéêüò
ðïëéôéóìüò, äåí ìðïñïýí íá äéá÷ùñéóèïýí áðü ôïí
Ïñèüäïîï ×ñéóôéáíéóìü.  Ãåãïíüò åßíáé ðùò ç åîÜëåéøç
ôçò ÅëëçíéêÞò ãëþóóáò óôç ÄõôéêÞ Åõñþðç åß÷å ùò Üìåóï
áðïôÝëåóìá  ôçí åìöÜíéóç óåéñÜò ðáñåîçãÞóåùí êáé

<Ç ÅëëçíéêÞ ãëþóóá äåí åßíáé áðëÜ èÝìá
ðïëéôéóìïý, áëëÜ êáé èÝìá ðßóôçò>

Ç ÅÉÓÁÃÙÃÉÊÇ ÏÌÉËÉÁ ÔÏÕ ÓÅÂ. ÁÑ×ÉÅÐÉÓÊÏÐÏÕ
ÓÔÇ ÓÕÍÅÍÔÅÕÎÇ ÔÕÐÏÕ  ÃÉÁ ÔÇÍ ÅËËÇÍÉÊÇ ÃËÙÓÓÁ
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êáé ôïõ åëëçíéêïý ðïëéôéóìïý åîçãþíôáò ðùò ç äéáôÞñçóç
ôïõò <äåí åßíáé ãéá ìáò áðëþò èÝìá ðïëéôéóìïý, áëëÜ êáé
èÝìá ðßóôçò>. ¢ëëùóôå áõôÞ åßíáé ç ãëþóóá ôïõ Åõáããåëßïõ,
ç ãëþóóá ôùí ðáôåñéêþí êåéìÝíùí êáé óáí áðïôÝëåóìá
åßíáé áíáðüóðáóôç áðü ôçí ïñèüäïîç ðßóôç ìáò.

Ï ðñüåäñïò ôçò ÅðéôñïðÞò êáèçãçôÞò ôïõ Ðáíåðé-
óôçìßïõ ÍôÜñôìïõè ÉùÜííçò ÑáóóéÜò ðáñïõóßáóå ôïí
êïñìü ôùí óõìðåñáóìÜôùí ôçò ÅðéôñïðÞò, ôïíßæïíôáò üôé
ðñÝðåé íá ãßíåé áðü üëïõò êáôáíïçôü üôé ôï èÝìá ôçò
åðéâßùóçò êáé Üíèçóçò ôïõ Åëëçíéóìïý óôç äéáóðïñÜ
áðïôåëåß õðüèåóç üëùí ìáò êáé ìüíï ìå ôç óõìâïëÞ üëùí,
èá ìðïñÝóïõìå íá öÝñïõìå áðïôåëÝóìáôá. Ï êáè. ÑáóóéÜò
ôüíéóå åðßóçò üôé <ïé óõóôÜóåéò êáé ôá ðïñßóìáôá ôçò
ÅðéôñïðÞò Ý÷ïõí ÷áñáêôÞñá åðåßãïíôïò êáé ç óôéãìÞ
åöáñìïãÞò ôïõò äåí ìðïñåß (êáé äåí ðñÝðåé) íá áíáâëçèåß...
åÜí áíáâÜëïõìå ôçí åöáñìïãÞ äéïñèùôéêþí ìÝôñùí,
óõíÝ÷éóå, ïé óõíÝðåéåò èá åßíáé óïâáñÝò êáé áðñüâëåðôåò>.



ÏÑÈÏÄÏÎÏÓ ÐÁÑÁÔÇÑÇÔÇÓÓÅËÉÄÁ  14 ÉÏÕÍÉÏÓ 1999

õëïãßá áðü ôïí ÐáíÜãáèï
Èåü, áëëÜ êáé ìåãÜëç åõèýíç
ìðñïóôÜ Ôïõ>, ÷áñáêôÞñéóå

ðëåõñü ôïõ.
<Ôï ãåãïíüò üôé åäþ âñßóêïíôáé óÞìåñá

Üíèñùðïé ðïõ ðñïÝñ÷ïíôáé áðü ôéò
ôÝóóåñéò ãùíéÝò ôçò ÷þñáò, áðü äéÜöïñåò
Ðïëéôåßåò, ôï ãåãïíüò áõôü êáôáäåéêíýåé ôç
ìåãÜëç áãÜðç, ôçí åêôßìçóç, ôï óåâáóìü
ðïõ Ý÷åé ï êüóìïò ìáò ãéá ôï íÝï Åðßóêïðï
ÁôëÜíôáò êáé ôï óåâáóìü êáé ôçí áãÜðç
áõôÞ ðïõ ÷ñåéÜæåôáé ãéá íá öÝñåé óå ðÝñáò
ôçí áðïóôïëÞ, ôçí ïðïßá ôïõ áíáèÝôåé ç
Åêêëçóßá óÞìåñá>, åðéóÞìáíå ï
Óåâáóìéüôáôïò êáé óõíÝ÷éóå:

<Êáé ç áðïóôïëÞ áõôÞ åßíáé ìßá. Åßíáé
íá êáôáóôÞóïõìå ôçí Åêêëçóßá ìáò ðéï
äõíáìéêÞ, ðéï æùíôáíÞ, ãéá íá ìðïñÝ-
óïõìå íá öÝñïõìå ôï ìÞíõìá ôçò Ïñèï-
äïîßáò óå üëïõò, óôïõò ãåßôïíÝò ìáò,
óôïõò óõíáäÝëöïõò ìáò óôéò äïõëåéÝò ìáò,
áëëÜ êáé óôçí åõñýôåñç êïéíùíßá óôçí
ïðïßá æïýìå>.

Ï Èåïö. Åðßóêïðïò ÁôëÜíôáò ÁëÝ-
îéïò (Ðáíáãéùôüðïõëïò) ãåííÞèçêå óôéò
25 Äåêåìâñßïõ 1943, óôçí ÐÜôñá ðñùôü-
ôïêïò ãéïò åðôáìåëïýò ïéêïãÝíåéáò.

ÅêÜñç ìïíá÷üò ôï 1963 óôçí ÌïíÞ
Âáôïðåäßïõ êáé áðïöïßôçóå áðü ôçí
éóôïñéêÞ ÁèùíéÜäá ÅêêëçóéáóôéêÞ Ó÷ïëÞ
ôïí åðüìåíï ÷ñüíï. Ôï 1965 ÷åéñïôïíÞ-
èçêå äéÜêïíïò êáé õðçñÝôçóå ùò áñ÷éäéÜ-
êïíïò óôçí ÉåñÜ Ìçôñüðïëç Ðáôñþí. Ôï
1972 ÷åéñïôïíÞèçêå éåñåýò êáé äéïñßóôçêå
ÅöçìÝñéïò ôïõ Éåñïý Íáïý ôçò Áãßáò
Óïößáò óôçí ÐÜôñá.

Áðïöïßôçóå áðü ôçí ÈåïëïãéêÞ
Ó÷ïëÞ ôïõ Ðáíåðéóôçìßïõ ôùí Áèçíþí êáé
êáôüðéí åéóÞ÷èç óôçí ÈåïëïãéêÞ Ó÷ïëÞ
ôïõ Ðáíåðéóôçìßïõ ôçò Âïóôþíçò (Boston
University), áð� üðïõ êáé Ýëáâå ôï
äéäáêôïñéêü ôïõ äßðëùìá ôï 1977. ÊáôÜ
ôçí äéÜñêåéá ôùí óðïõäþí ôïõ óôçí
Âïóôþíç õðçñÝôçóå ùò ÅöçìÝñéïò óôçí
êïéíüôçôá ôçò Êïßìçóçò Èåïôüêïõ óôï
Burlington, Vermont. ÌåôÜ áðü óýíôïìç
åðÜíïäü ôïõ óôçí ÅëëÜäá äéïñßóôçêå
éåñáôéêþò ðñïúóôÜìåíïò ôçò êïéíüôçôáò
Áãßùí Êùíóôáíôßíïõ êáé ÅëÝíçò óôï
Ìðñïýêëéí êáé ôï 1979 ìåôáôÝèçêå óôçí
ÅëëçíéêÞ Êïéíüôçôá óôçí Áóôüñéá ôçò
ÍÝáò Õüñêçò.

ÅîåëÝãç ÔéôïõëÜñéïò Åðßóêïðïò
ÔñùÜäïò ôï 1987 êáé äéïñßóôçêå ×ïñïåðß-
óêïðïò ôçò ÅëëçíéêÞò Êïéíüôçôáò ôçò
Áóôüñéáò.

Áðü 1çò Éáíïõáñßïõ 1997 äéïñßóôçêå
Áñ÷éåðéóêïðéêüò Åðßôñïðïò ôçò ÉåñÜò
ÅðéóêïðÞò ÁôëÜíôáò áðü ôïí Óåâ.
Áñ÷éåðßóêïðï ÁìåñéêÞò ê. Óðõñßäùíá.

ÔÝëïò,  ç Áãßá êáé ÉåñÜ Óýíïäïò ôïõ
Ïéêïõìåíéêïý Ðáôñéáñ÷åßïõ ôïí åîÝëåîå
ðáìøçöåß Åðßóêïðï ÁôëÜíôáò óôéò 13
Ìáñôßïõ 1999.

Åíèñïíßóôçêå ï Èåïö. Åðßóêïðïò ÁôëÜíôáò ê. ÁëÝîéïò

ãáèïò Èåüò äéÜ ðñåóâåéþí üëùí ôùí
Áãßùí êáé ìå ôç âïÞèåéá ôùí êëçñéêþí êáé
ôùí ëáúêþí áõôÞò ôçò Åðáñ÷ßáò íá ìå
âïçèÞóïõí íá õðçñåôÞóù êáé ôï Èåü êáé
ôïí óõíÜíèñùðï>.

>Ãéá ìÝíá åßíáé ìéá îå÷ùñéóôÞ ìÝñá, ç
óçìåñéíÞ, ãéá ôçí ÅðéóêïðÞ ìáò åßíáé ìéá
åõëïãçìÝíç ìÝñá... ÓÞìåñá, Óåâáóìéü-
ôáôå, ÷áßñåôáé êáé áãÜëëåôáé ç øõ÷Þ ìïõ
êáé ç êáñäéÜ ìïõ, ãéáôß ðëçñþíåôáé Ýíáò
åõóåâÞò ðüèïò áõôÞò ôçò ÅðéóêïðÞò, ôùí
ìåëþí áõôÞò ôçò ÅðéóêïðÞò, íá äïõí ôïí
Åðßóêïðü ôïõò íá åíèñïíßæåôáé êáé íá
áíáëáìâÜíåé ôçí åõèýíç ôçò äéáðïß-
ìáíóçò áõôïý  ôïõ ðïéìíßïõ, áõôÞò ôçò

ðåñéï÷Þò ôçò ÉåñÜò Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò Áìå-
ñéêÞò, ôçò ïðïßáò ðñïÀóôáóèå. Êáé ôïýôï
óÞìåñá ðñáãìáôþíåôáé. Êáé ãéá ôï ëüãï
áõôü, ï ëáüò, ôï ðëÞñùìá ôçò Åêêëçóßáò,
÷áßñåôáé>, õðïãñÜììéóå ï Åðßóêïðïò
ÁëÝîéïò.

Åíþ áðåõèõíüìåíïò óôï åêêëç-
óßáóìá, ôïõò ðéóôïýò ôçò ÅðéóêïðÞò
ÁôëÜíôáò êáé éäéáßôåñá óôçí íÝá ãåíéÜ
åßðå: <ÓÞìåñá âñßóêïìáé êáé åãþ ìáæß óáò.
Êáé âñßóêïìáé åäþ ãéá íá æçôÞóù ôçí
áãÜðç óáò, ôçí ðñïóåõ÷Þ óáò, íá æçôÞóù
ôç óõíåñãáóßá óáò ãéá ôï ìÝëëïí ôçò
ÅðéóêïðÞò ìáò, ãéá ôç æùÞ ôçò ÅðéóêïðÞò
ìáò, ãéá áõôÜ ôá ðáéäéÜ ìáò ðïõ ôüóï
üìïñöá êáé ãïíáôéóôÜ âñßóêïíôáé ìðñï-
óôÜ ìïõ êáé ìðñïóôÜ óáò. Óáí íá æçôïýí
ôçí áãÜðç ìáò, êáé åìåßò ïöåßëïõìå íá
ôïõò ôç äþóïõìå, íá ôïõò ôç äþóïõìå
áðëü÷åñá, íá ôïõò ôç äþóïõìå ìÝóá áðü
ôçí êáñäéÜ ìáò, ìå ÷Üäé êáé ü÷é ìå
ðñïóôáãÞ, ãéáôß ôçí áîßæïõíå, ãéáôß åßíáé
óÜñêá áðü ôç óÜñêá ìáò êáé åßíáé ôï
ìÝëëïí ôçò õðÜñîåþò ìáò, ôçò ýðáñîçò
ìáò óáí Åêêëçóßá, ôçò ýðáñîÞò ìáò óáí
ðñïóþðùí>.

ÌÝñá îå÷ùñéóôÞ, óðïõäáßá êáé
ìïíáäéêÞ ãéá ôçí ÅðéóêïðÞ ôçò ÁôëÜíôáò,
÷áñáêôÞñéóå ôçí çìÝñá ôçò åíèñüíéóçò
ôïõ Áëåîßïõ, ï Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò Óðõñßäùí,
êáé êÜëåóå ôïõò ðéóôïýò íá ðåñéóôïé-
÷ßóïõí ôï íÝï ôïõò Åðßóêïðï êáé íá ôïõ
óõìðáñáóôáèïýí óôï äýóêïëï ðïéìá-
íôïñéêü ôïõ Ýñãï, äéáâåâáéþíïíôÜò ôïõò
üôé ç ÉåñÜ Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞ èá âñßóêåôáé óôï

<Å
ôá íÝá êáèÞêïíôá ðïõ ôïõ áíÝèåóå ç
Åêêëçóßá ï íÝïò Åðßóêïðïò ÁëÝîéïò ï Á´,
ëßãï ìåôÜ ôçí åíèñüíéóÞ ôïõ óôéò 22 ÌáÀïõ
1999, ðïõ Ýãéíå ìÝóá óå ðáíçãõñéêÞ
áôìüóöáéñá óôïí Êáèåäñéêü Íáü ôïõ
Åõáããåëéóìïý ôçò Èåïôüêïõ óôçí ÁôëÜ-
íôá, áðü ôïí Óåâ. Áñ÷éåðßóêïðï ÁìåñéêÞò
ê. Óðõñßäùíá.

ôçò ÑåâÝêêáò Ðáðáäïðïýëïõ

<Ç ÷áñÜ ìáò åßíáé ðñÜãìáôé ðåðëç-
ñùìÝíç, äéüôé Ýôóé ðëçñïýôáé êáé ç
ôåëåõôáßá åðéóêïðéêÞ Ýäñá, ç ïðïßá åß÷å
ìåßíåé êåíÞ åðß óåéñÜ åôþí. Ç ÉåñÜ ìáò
Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞ ôñÝöåé ìåãÜëåò åëðßäåò êáé
Ý÷åé ðëÞñç åìðéóôïóýíç óôï ðñüóùðï
ôïõ íÝïõ Åðéóêüðïõ ÁôëÜíôáò, ï ïðïßïò
åßíáé äüêéìïò êáé ðåðåéñáìÝíïò ÉåñÜñ÷çò
êáé ïðùóäÞðïôå, ìå áõôÝò ôéò ðñïûðï-
èÝóåéò, èá åðéôåëÝóåé Ýñãï áîéüëïãï êáé
èåÜñåóôï óôç íÝá áõôÞ èÝóç, ôçí ïðïßá
áíáëáìâÜíåé>, ôüíéóå ìåôÜ ôçí ôåëåôÞ
åíèñüíéóçò ï Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò.

Áðü íùñßò ðëÞèïò ðéóôþí åß÷å
êáôáêëýóåé ôïí Éåñü Íáü ôïõ Åõáããåëé-
óìïý, õðïäå÷üìåíïé ôïí ðñïêáèÞìåíï ôçò
Åëëçíïñèüäïîçò Åêêëçóßáò ôçò ÁìåñéêÞò,
åíþ éäéáßôåñá óõãêéíçôéêÞ Þôáí ç ðáñïõ-
óßá ôùí ðáéäéþí.

Óôï ëüãï ôïõ êáôÜ ôçí ôåëåôÞ ôçò
åíèñüíéóçò ï Èåïö. Åðßóêïðïò ÁëÝîéïò
åõ÷áñßóôçóå áðü ôá âÜèç ôçò êáñäéÜò
ôïõ ôïí Óåâáóìéüôáôï ãéá ôçí ðáñïõóßá
ôïõ óôçí ÁôëÜíôá êáé ãéá ôçí åìðéóôï-
óýíç ìå ôçí ïðïßá ôïí ðåñéâÜëëåé.
ÅîÝöñáóå äå ôçí åõ÷Þ üðùò <ï ðáíÜ-

ÐåñéôñéãõñéóìÝíïé áðü ðáéäéÜ êÜèå çëéêßáò, ï Óåâ. Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò ê. Óðõñßäùí êáé ï
Èåïö. Åðßóêïðïò ÁôëÜíôáò ê. ÁëÝîéïòðñïóÝñ÷ïíôáé óôï íáü ãéá ôçí åíèñüíéóç.

Äçì. ÐáíÜãïò

Çìåñßäá ôïõ HALO óôçí ÏõÜóéíãêôïí

Ãéá äåýôåñç óõíå÷Þ ÷ñïíéÜ äéïñãáíþ-
èçêå ìå åðéôõ÷ßá óôçí ÏõÜóéãêôïí ç
çìåñßäá ôçò êßíçóçò <Åëëçíïáìåñéêáíïß
ÇãÝôåò êáé Ïñãáíþóåéò> ðïõ äçìéïõñ-
ãÞèçêå ìå ðñùôïâïõëßá ôïõ Óåâ. Áñ÷éå-
ðéóêüðïõ ÁìåñéêÞò ê. Óðõñßäùíá ðñéí Ýíá
÷ñüíï. Ç äçìéïõñãßá ôçò êßíçóçò áõôÞò
êáé ç äéïñãÜíùóç ôçò çìåñßäáò, Ý÷ïõí óáí
óêïðü ôï óõíôïíéóìü ôùí åíåñãåéþí
ðñïóþðùí, ïìÜäùí êáé ïñãáíþóåùí ðïõ
åíäéáöÝñïíôáé êáé áó÷ïëïýíôáé åíåñãÜ ìå
èÝìáôá ðïõ áöïñïýí êáé åðçñåÜæïõí
ôüóï ôçí Åëëçíïñèüäïîç êïéíüôçôá óôéò
Ç.Ð.Á, üóï êáé ôïí áðáíôá÷ïý Åëëçíéóìü.

Ç ðñïóðÜèåéá áõôÞ ôçò É. Áñ÷éåðé-
óêïðÞò áðïâëÝðåé íá åíþóåé üëïõò ôïõò
ïñãáíéóìïýò, åíþóåéò êáé åêðñïóþðïõò
ïìïãåíåéáêþí ïñãáíþóåùí óå ìßá ïíôü-
ôçôá ðïõ íá åêöñÜæåôáé äõíáìéêÜ êáé ìå
ìéá öùíÞ ãéá ôá èÝìáôá ðïõ ìáò áöïñïýí.
Ç Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞ åßíáé ï éóôüò ðïõ óõíäÝåé
üëåò ôéò ïñãáíþóåéò ðïõ ãéá ÷ñüíéá

åñãÜæïíôáé ãéá ôï êáëü ôçò ÏìïãÝíåéáò.
<Óôï ñüëï ìïõ åíôÜóóåôáé ç ðáñï÷Þ

ðíåõìáôéêÞò êáé çèéêÞò êáèïäÞãçóçò, êÜôé
áðáñáßôçôï, áí èÝëïõìå íá åðéôý÷ïõìå
ôçí åíüôçôá þóôå íá êáñðïöïñÞóïõí ïé
åíÝñãåéÝò ìáò>, äÞëùóå ï Óåâáóìéüôáôïò
áðáíôþíôáò óå åñþôçóç ó÷åôéêÜ ìå ôçí
éäéáßôåñç ðñïóùðéêÞ ìÝñéìíá ðïõ äåß÷íåé
ãéá ôï èÝìá.

Óêïðüò ôçò öåôéíÞò çìåñßäáò Þôáí íá
äïèåß ìéá íÝá äéÜóôáóç óôç óõììåôï÷Þ ôçò
ÅëëçíïáìåñéêáíéêÞò êïéíüôçôáò óôá ðïëé-
ôéêÜ äñþìåíá ôçò ÁìåñéêÞò ðïõ ìáò
áöïñïýí. Ìåôáîý ôùí èåìÜôùí ðïõ
óõæçôÞèçêáí Þôáí: Ç áóöÜëåéá ôïõ
Ïéêïõìåíéêïý Ðáôñéáñ÷åßïõ êáé ï óõíôï-
íéóìüò ôùí ðñïóðáèåéþí ãéá ôçí åðá-
íáëåéôïõñãßá ôçò ÈåïëïãéêÞò Ó÷ïëÞò ôçò
×Üëêçò, ï óõíôïíéóìüò ôùí åíåñãåéþí ãéá
ôçí åðéêñÜôçóç ôçò åéñÞíçò êáé ôçò
äéêáéïóýíçò óôçí Êýðñï êáé ç êñßóç óôï
ÊïóóõöïðÝäéï.
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ÅÉÄÉÊÅÓ ÐÑÏÓÖÏÑÅÓ
ÔÇÓ ÏËÕÌÐÉÁÊÇÓ

Ç  Ä É Ê Ç  Ó Á Ó  Á Å Ñ Ï Ð Ï Ñ É Ê Ç  Å Ô Á É Ñ Å É Á

 ÅËËÁÄÁ            êáé ÊÕÐÑÏ

Áðïôáèåßôå ôþñá óôïí ôáîéäéùôéêü óáò ðñÜêôïñá
Þ óôçí ÏëõìðéáêÞ Áåñïðïñßá. . .êáé êåñäßóôå!

Ìåô�åðéóôñïöÞò
+TAX

 $878
ÐáñáìïíÞ Ýùò 4 ìÞíåò

Ìåô�åðéóôñïöÞò
+TAX

 $978
ÐáñáìïíÞ Ýùò 4 ìÞíåò

ÁðëÞ äéáäñïìÞ

+TAX

 $529
ÃÉÁ ÔÁÎÉÄÉ

ÁÐËÇÓ ÄÉÁÄÑÏÌÇÓ
ÔÇËÅÖÙÍÅÉÓÔÅ ÓÔÏÍ

ÔÁÎÉÄÉÙÔÉÊÏ ÓÁÓ
ÐÑÁÊÔÏÑÁ

Áõôü ôï êáëïêáßñé ãéÜ

Åêðôþóåéò ãéá ðáéäéÜ êÜôù ôùí 12 åôþí � ÌéêñÞ åðéâÜñõíóç ãéá åðéóôñïöÝò áðü
15 Áõãïýóôïõ Ýùò 15 Óåðôåìâñßïõ �  Éó÷ýïõí ðåñéïñéóìïß / ÈÝóåéò ðåñéïñéóìÝíåò

Áðü Âïóôþíç, ÍÝá Õüñêç ãéá ÁèÞíá Þ Èåóóáëïíßêç êáé Êýðñï

ÅéäéêÝò ôéìÝò áðü 71 ðüëåéò ôçò ÁìåñéêÞò
ÅéäéêÝò ôéìÝò ãéá ôï åóùôåñéêü äßêôõï ôçò ÅëëÜäïò

É óôïñéêÞò óçìáóßáò êáé éäéáßôåñá
åðéôõ÷çìÝíç áðÝâåé ç åéñçíéêÞ
åðßóêåøç ôïõ Ïéêïõìåíéêïý Ðá-

ôñéÜñ÷ç Âáñèïëïìáßïõ ðïõ ðñáãìá-
ôïðïßçóå óôçí Åêêëçóßá ôçò ÅëëÜäïò áðü
20 ÌáÀïõ Ýùò 5 Éïõíßïõ.

ÍÅÁ ÕÏÑÊÇ .� O Óåâ. Áñ÷éåðß-
óêïðïò ÁìåñéêÞò ê. Óðõñßäùí áíáêïß-
íùóå ôçí ðáñáßôçóç ôïõ Ãåíéêïý Áñ-
÷éåñáôéêïý Åðéôñüðïõ (ÐñùôïóõãêÝëïõ)
ôçò É. Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò ÁìåñéêÞò, Ðñùôï-
ðñåóâýôåñïõ Ãåùñãßïõ ÐáóóéÜ, ï
ïðïßïò èá áðï÷ùñÞóåé áðü ôá êáèÞ-
êïíôÜ ôïõ ôçí 1ç Éïõëßïõ 1999 ìå óêïðü
íá áöéåñþóåé ðåñéóóüôåñï ÷ñüíï óôçí
ïéêïãÝíåéÜ ôïõ.

Ìå åðéóôïëÞ ôïõ ðñïò ôïí Áñ÷éåðß-
óêïðï ï Ðñùôïóýãêåëïò ãíùóôïðïßçóå
ðùò óïâáñÜ ðñïâëÞìáôá õãåßáò ìÝóá
óôçí ïéêïãÝíåéÜ ôïõ áðáéôïýí üëç ôïõ
ôçí ðñïóï÷Þ êáé ðùò èá Þôáí óêüðéìï
óôçí ôüóï íåõñáëãéêÞ èÝóç ôïõ Ðñùôï-
óõãêÝëïõ íá ôïðïèåôçèåß êëçñéêüò ðïõ
ìðïñåß íá äéáèÝôåé ðåñéóóüôåñï ÷ñüíï.

Ï Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò, ìå áöïñìÞ ôçí
áëëáãÞ áõôÞ, åîÝöñáóå óôïí Ðñùôï-
ðñåóâýôåñï ÐáóóéÜ ôéò èåñìüôåñåò
åõ÷áñéóôßåò ôçò É. Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò ãéá ôçí
áíåêôßìçôç ðñïóöïñÜ ôïõ êáôÜ ôá
ôåëåõôáßá äýï ÷ñüíéá. ÁíáöÝñèçêå
åðßóçò óôïí ñüëï ôçò Åêêëçóßáò ðïõ
ðñÝðåé ðÜíôïôå íá óõìðáñáóôÝêåôáé
óôïõò êëçñéêïýò ôçò, äåß÷íïíôáò ðëÞñç
êáôáíüçóç ãéá ôéò ðñïóùðéêÝò êáé
ïéêïãåíåéáêÝò ôïõò áíÜãêåò.

Ó÷åôéêÜ ìå ôï Ýñãï ôïõ áðï÷ù-

ÐÁÑÁÉÔÇÓÇ ÔÏÕ ÃÅÍÉÊÏÕ ÁÑ×ÉÅÑÁÔÉÊÏÕ ÅÐÉÔÑÏÐÏÕ
ÔÇÓ É. ÁÑ×ÉÅÐÉÓÊÏÐÇÓ ÁÌÅÑÉÊÇÓ

ñïýíôïò ÐñùôïðñåóâõôÝñïõ ï Áñ÷éåðß-
óêïðïò Ýêáìå áíáöïñÜ óôïí ôñüðï, ìå
ôïí ïðïßï õðçñÝôçóå ôçí É. Áñ÷éåðé-
óêïðÞ. <Ìå õøçëü áßóèçìá åõèýíçò êáé
ìå áêåñáéüôçôá êáôüñèùóå íá ðñïó-
äþóåé óôçí Ðñùôïóõãêåëßá ôçò É.
Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò ìéá íÝá äéÜóôáóç óõíåñ-
ãáóßáò, õðåõèõíüôçôáò êáé åðáããåë-
ìáôéóìïý. Ç ðñïóöïñÜ ôïõ óôçí É.
Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞ êáé êáô� åðÝêôáóç óôï
Ïéêïõìåíéêü Ðáôñéáñ÷åßï õðÞñîå õðï-
äåéãìáôéêÞ. Äåí ìðïñþ ðáñÜ íá åê-
öñÜóù ôéò ðçãáßåò åõ÷áñéóôßåò ìïõ óôïí
Ðñùôïðñåóâýôåñï Ãåþñãéï ãéá ôçí
áãÜðç êáé ôçí ðëÞñç áöïóßùóÞ ôïõ
óôçí Åêêëçóßá. Ç ÉåñÜ Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞ èá
óõíå÷ßóåé íá óôçñßæåé ðíåõìáôéêÜ ôïí ð.
Ãåþñãéï êáé ôçí ïéêïãÝíåéÜ ôïõ óå áõôÝò
ôéò äýóêïëåò óôéãìÝò>.

Ï Óåâ. Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò áíáêïßíùóå
üôé ï Ðñùôïðñåóâýôåñïò Ìé÷áÞë
Êïíôïãéþñãçò, âïçèüò óôçí Ðñùôï-
óõãêåëßá èá áíáëÜâåé, áðü 1ç Éïõëßïõ
êáèÞêïíôá áíáðëçñùôÞ Ðñùôïóõã-
êÝëïõ. Ï Ðñùôïðñåóâýôåñïò Êïíôï-
ãéþñãçò äéåôÝëåóå âïçèüò óôçí Ðñùôï-
óõãêåëßá áðü ôïí ÓåðôÝìâñéï ôïõ 1998,
åíþ ðñùôýôåñá åß÷å õðçñåôÞóåé êáé ùò
Áñ÷éåñáôéêüò Åðßôñïðïò óôçí ÅðéóêïðÞ
Ðßôóìðïõñãê.

ÉóôïñéêÞò óçìáóßáò ç åðßóêåøç ôïõ Ïéêïõìåíéêïý ÐáôñéÜñ÷ç óôçí ÅëëÜäá

<Åßíáé âáèýôáôç ç óõãêßíçóßò ìáò áðü ôçí èåñìÞí
õðïäï÷Þí êáé áðü ôïí ðáëìüí ôùí êáñäéþí óáò, ôïí
ïðïßïí áéóèáíüìåèá íá áíôç÷åß åéò ôçí éäéêÞí ìáò
êáñäßáí. Áéóèáíüìåèá ôçí ìåãÜëçí ÷áñÜí ôçò
êáñäéáêÞò êïéíùíßáò, ôçò áìïéâáßáò áãÜðçò, ôéìÞò
êáé óåâáóìïý. Åßíáé ç ðéï ìåãÜëç ÷áñÜ.

>Óõã÷áßñïìåí ôïí ìéêñüí åéò áñéèìïýò, áëëÜ
ìåãÜëïí åéò áéóèÞìáôá Åëëçíéêüí ëáüí. Óáò óõã÷áß-
ñïìåí, ôÝêíá åí Êõñßù áãáðçôÜ êáé ðåñéðüèçôá, äéÜ
ôçí óôáèåñÜí ðñïóÞëùóßí óáò åéò ôáò åõáããåëéêÜò
áñ÷Üò ôçò áãÜðçò êáé ôçò áäåëöïóýíçò ðñïò üëïõò,
áíåîáñôÞôùò ðßóôåùò êáé åèíéêüôçôïò, äéüôé ç óôÜóéò
óáò áõôÞ åßíáé ç ìüíç ç ïðïßá äéêáéþíåé ôçí áíèñþ-
ðéíçí éäéüôçôá.

>Ç áãÜðç ìáëáêþíåé ôáò óêëçñÜò êáñäßáò,
óõíáäåëöþíåé ôïõò å÷-
èñïýò, âñßóêåé äéåîüäïõò
åéò ôá áäéÝîïäá, öùôßæåé
ôá óêüôç ôùí êáñäéþí,
äßäåé áîßáí åéò ôçí æùÞí,
åðéôõã÷Üíåé ôá áêáôüñ-
èùôá. Åêåß üðïõ ç éó÷ýò
áðïôõã÷Üíåé íá åðéâÜëåé
ôï èÝëçìÜ ôçò êáé ðñï-
êáëåß ôï óößãîéìï ôùí
÷åßñùí åéò ãñüíèïõò, ç

áãÜðç èåñìáßíåé ôçí áôìüóöáéñáí
êáé ìåôáâÜëëåé ôïõò óöéãìÝíïõò
ãñüíèïõò åéò áíïéêôÜò áãêÜëáò.

>Ç ÌÞôçñ Åêêëçóßá áãÜëëåôáé
êáé ÷áßñåé Ý÷ïõóá ôïéáýôá ôÝêíá êáé
áéóèÜíåôáé, åí ôù ðíåýìáôé ôçò
êáèïëéêüôçôïò, ôá ôÝêíá üëùí ôùí
êáôÜ ôüðïõò ÁãéùôÜôùí Ïñèï-
äüîùí Åêêëçóéþí ùò éäéêÜ ôçò ôÝêíá.

>ÁõôÞò ôçò Ìçôñüò óáò Åêêëç-
óßáò, ôçò Êùíóôáíôéíïõðüëåùò, ôïí
èåñìüí áóðáóìüí êáé ôçí åõ÷Þí
öÝñïìåí ðñïò üëïõò áíåîáéñÝôùò
ôïõò ¸ëëçíáò, áðü ôïõ ðñþôïõ
ðïëßôïõ ôçò ×þñáò ìÝ÷ñé ôïõ ôåëåõ-
ôáßïõ ðáéäéïý.

ÉäéáéôÝñùò áóðáæüìåèá åí âá-
èýôáôç áäåëöéêÞ áãÜðç êáé ôéìÞ ôïí
ðïéìåíÜñ÷çí óáò êáé çìÝôåñïí
ðïëõößëçôïí êáé ðåñéóðïýäáóôïí
áäåëöüí êáé óõëëåéôïõñãüí Ìáêá-
ñéþôáôïí Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïí Áèçíþí
êáé ðÜóçò ÅëëÜäïò ê. ×ñéóôüäïõëïí
êáé ôçí ðåñß áõôüí óåâáóìßáí Éåñ-
áñ÷ßáí.

êáé ôïõò ìáêñÜí, üôé ôï Ïéêïõìåíéêü Ðáôñéáñ÷åßï
ðáñáìÝíåé åðß ôùí åðÜëîåùí, ðñïóðáèåß ìå üëåò ôéò
äõíÜìåéò ôïõ íá êçñýôôåé ôçí Ïñèüäïîç ÷ñéóôéáíéêÞ
ìáñôõñßá, êáé íá õðïäõêíýåé äéÝîïäá óôá óýã÷ñïíá
áäéÝîïäá ôïõ óçìåñéíïý áíèñþðïõ.

ÊáôÜ ôçí ÜöéîÞ ôïõ óôçí ÁèÞíá ï ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò
Âáñèïëïìáßïò ÷áéñÝôçóå ôïí åëëçíéêü ëáü áðü ôïí
åîþóôç ôïõ îåíïäï÷åßïõ <ÌåãÜëç Âñåôáííßá>, ëÝãïíôáò
ìåôáîý Üëëùí:

>Ç åõ÷Þ ôçò Ìçôñüò Åêêëçóßáò åßíáé åõ÷Þ
åõðñüóäåêôïò åéò ôïí Èåüí, äéüôé ðñïÝñ÷åôáé áðü
êáñäéÜ üíôùò ìçôñéêÞ, ðïõ îå÷åéëßæåé áðü áãÜðçí
êáé óõã÷ùñçôéêüôçôá. Åßíáé åõ÷Þ ìçôÝñáò ðïõ
÷ñåéÜæåôáé ôçí áãÜðçí êáé ôçí ðñïóåõ÷Þí üëùí óáò.
Áíïßîáôå, ëïéðüí, äéÜðëáôá ôáò êáñäßáò óáò ðñïò
ôçí ÌçôÝñá óáò Åêêëçóßáí êáé óôçñßîáôÝ ôçí, äéÜ íá
óõíå÷ßóåé ôçí ìáñôõñßá êáé ôçí áðïóôïëÞí ôçò -
áðïóôïëÞí ÷ñÞóéìïí åéò üëïõò.

> Êáé äå÷èÞôå ùò áíôßäùñïí ôçí åõëïãßáí ôçò ôïõ
Èåïý Óïößáò êáé ôçò ôïõ Èåïý ÅéñÞíçò, ìáæß ìå ôçí
äéÜðõñïí ðáôñéêÞí êáé Ðáôñéáñ÷éêÞí åõëïãßáí ìáò.

> Ï ×ñéóôüò åí ôù ìÝóù çìþí! Ç ÷Üñéò êáé ç
áãÜðç Áõôïý ìåôÜ ðÜíôùí. ÁìÞí>.

ôïõ Íéêüëáïõ Ìáããßíá

Åêêëçóßá êáé Ðïëéôåßá, êëÞñïò êáé ëáüò
åðåöýëáîáí óôïí ÐáôñéÜñ÷ç Âáñèïëïìáßï
èåñìüôáôç êáé åíèïõóéþäç õðïäï÷Þ.

ÐïëëÝò êáé ðïéêßëåò åêäçëþóåéò óåâá-
óìïý êáé ôéìÞò ðñïò ôïí ÐñïêáèÞìåíï ôçò
Ïñèïäüîïõ Åêêëçóßáò êáé êáô� åðÝêôáóç
ðñïò ôïí Ïéêïõìåíéêü Èñüíï, Ýëáâáí ÷þñá
êáôÜ ôçí ðáñáìïíÞ ôïõ óôçí ÁèÞíá êáé
óôéò Ìçôñïðüëåéò ôçò Çðåßñïõ êáé ôçò
Ìáêåäïíßáò ðïõ áðïôåëïýí ôìÞìá ôçò
ðíåõìáôéêÞò äéêáéïäïóßáò ôïõ Ïéêïõ-
ìåíéêïý Ðáôñéáñ÷åßïõ.

Ï Ïéêïõìåíéêüò ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò Âáñèï-
ëïìáßïò åß÷å ôçí åõêáéñßá íá äéáäçëþóåé,
ðñïò êÜèå êáôåýèõíóç, ðñïò ôïõò åããýò Ï Ïéêïõìåíéêüò ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò ê. Âáñèïëïìáßïò åõëïãåß ôï ëáü ôçò ÅëëÜäáò. Íéê. Ìáããßíáò

Ï Ðáíáãéþôáôïò Ïéêïõìåíéêüò ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò Âáñèïëïìáßïò
êáé ï Ìáêáñéüôáôïò Áñ÷/ðïò Áèçíþí ê. ×ñéóôüäïõëïò.
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TOP PROPERTIES is a private con-
cern and Mr. George S. Pipinos, its owner,
has earned, over the years, a reputation
for integrity and excellence in the world
of Real Estate in the Dodecanese.

At Top Properties we try hard to at-
tract important and selective investors:
high caliber businessmen/women and dis-
cerning professional people, both Greek
and foreign, who wish to acquire substan-
tial and valuable property on Rhodes.

We offer our expertise and advice pri-
vately, discreetly and in strict confidence.

We keep a comprehensive list of real
estate of the highest specification:

Ïäüò ÊÝííåíôõ 38,  ÑÏÄÏÓ 85100 � 38 Kennedy St., RHODES GR85100 GREECE
TEL.: (0241) 23895 � FAX: (0241) 20883

TOP PROPERTIES
GEORGIOS S. PIPINOS � ÃÅÙÑÃÉÏÓ Ó. ÐÉÐÉÍÏÓ

REAL ESTATE AGENT � MEMBER OF F.I.A.B.C.I.

Ç �TOP PROPERTIES� åßíáé áôïìéêÞ åðé÷åßñçóç êáé áíÞêåé åî ïëïêëÞñïõ óôïí ê.
Ãåþñãéï Ó. Ðéðßíï, ðïõ áðü ôï 1971 áó÷ïëåßôáé áðïêëåéóôéêÜ êáé ìüíï ìå åðåíäýóåéò êáé
REAL ESTATE, óôï íçóß ôçò Ñüäïõ, êáèþò êáé óôçí åõñýôåñç ðåñéï÷Þ ôçò ÄùäåêáíÞóïõ.

ÁÐÅÕÈÕÍÏÌÁÓÔÅ: Óôïõò óïâáñïýò, áðáéôçôéêïýò êáé åðéëåêôéêïýò åðåíäõôÝò-
åðé÷åéñçìáôßåò- åëåýèåñïõò åðáããåëìáôßåò, ̧ ëëçíåò êáé îÝíïõò, õøçëïý åéóïäçìáôéêïý åðéðÝäïõ,
ðïõ åíäéáöÝñïíôáé íá êÜíïõí ìéá óïâáñÞ åðÝíäõóç ðñïâïëÞò óôï íçóß ôçò Ñüäïõ.

ÐÑÏÓÖÅÑÏÕÌÅ:  Á) Õðçñåóßåò êáé ðëçñïöïñßåò ðïõ ãßíïíôáé óå ðñïóùðéêü åðßðåäï
ìå å÷åìýèåéá, äéáêñéôéêüôçôá êáé óïâáñüôçôá.

Â) ÌåãÜëç ãêÜìá õøçëÞò ðïéüôçôáò áêéíÞôùí, üðùò: 1) Îåíïäï÷åßá Á� êáé Â� êáôçãïñßáò
ôùí 600-500-350-300 êëéíþí 2) ÊåíôñéêÜ áóôéêÜ áêßíçôá êáôÜëëçëá ãéá ÔñÜðåæåò -
êáôáóôÞìáôá-ãñáöåßá 3) ÐáñáëéáêÝò åêôÜóåéò, êáôÜëëçëåò ãéá ôïõñéóôéêÝò åðåíäýóåéò ôùí
150.000-100.000-70.000-50.000-36.000 ô.ì. êáé 4) Äéáìåñßóìáôá êáé ìåæïíÝôåò ðñïâïëÞò.

ÓÔÏ×ÏÓ ÌÁÓ ÅÉÍÁÉ: Íá ðñïóöÝñïõìå óôï áãïñáóôéêü ìáò êïéíü  õøçëÞò ðïéüôçôáò
áêßíçôá êáé åõêáéñßåò óôï íçóß ôçò Ñüäïõ. Ç åéêïóéðåíôáåôÞò êáé ðëÝïí ðåßñá ìáò óôïí ôïìÝá
áõôü áðïôåëåß åããýçóç.

a. A´ and B´ class hotels (600, 500, 350, 300 beds capacity).
b. Centrally situated office buildings and other business premises.
c. Seaside land, ideal for development (hotels, holiday resorts, etc.), of 150.000,

100.000, 70.000, 50.000, 36.000 sq.m.
d. Luxury apartments, maisonettes, detached, semi-detached and terraced houses.
Our aim is to give our clients the opportunity to acquire value for money, first class

real estate on Rhodes. Our 25-year-old experience in Real Estate is our warranty.
Our motto is: Invest in Rhodes. Invest in property. It stands the test of time.

TOP PROPERTIES and George S. Pipinos � Because we know better!
Ä Ä Ä

Ì å áõôÞ ôç èåüóäïôç êáé
åðéãñáììáôéêÞ Ýêöñáóç, ïé
ÐáôÝñåò ôçò Â´ Ïéêïõìå-

íéêÞò Óõíüäïõ äéáêÞñõîáí óå üëç ôçí
ïéêïõìÝíç ôçí ðßóôç ôçò áãßáò êáé
ïéêïõìåíéêÞò Åêêëçóßáò, óôï ôñßôï ðñü-
óùðï ôçò Áãßáò ÔñéÜäïò. Êáé Þôáí ç
äéáêÞñõîç áõôÞ ôçò Åêêëçóßáò ìéá èñéáì-
âåõôéêÞ åðéâåâáßùóç, üôé ôï ÐáíÜãéï
Ðíåýìá, ôï ôñßôï ðñüóùðï ôçò Áãßáò
ÔñéÜäïò ðñÝðåé íá óõìðñïóêõíåßôáé êáé
íá óõíäïîÜæåôáé ìáæß ìå ôïí ÐáôÝñá êáé
ôïí Õéü... Ç ëéôÜ åêöñáóìÝíç áõôÞ áëÞèåéá

ÐáôÝñá ìáò, ôï íá ãßíïõìå ìÝôï÷ïé ôçò
÷Üñéôïò ôïõ ×ñéóôïý, íá áðïâïýìå ôÝêíá
öùôüò, íá ìåôÝ÷ïõìå ôçò áéùíßïõ äüîáò
êáé ãåíéêÜ íá áðïëáìâÜíïõìå ôï óýíïëï
ôùí åõëïãéþí óôçí ðáñïýóá æùÞ áëëÜ
êáé óôçí ìÝëëïõóá. (Êåö. 15ï). Ìå âáèåéÜ
ãíþóç ôçò ÐáëáéÜò êáé ôçò ÊáéíÞò
ÄéáèÞêçò, áëëÜ êáé ôçò ãñáðôÞò êáé
Üãñáöçò ÐáñÜäïóçò ôùí ÐáôÝñùí ôçò
Åêêëçóßáò, ï ÌÝãáò Âáóßëåéïò áðïäåéêíýåé
ôçí èåüôçôá, ôçí áãéüôçôá êáé ôï ïìüôéìï
ôïõ Áãßïõ Ðíåýìáôïò ìåôÜ ôïõ Ðáôñüò
êáé ôïõ Õéïý.

Ðáñïéìéþäçò åßíáé êáé ç áöïóßùóç êáé
ï óåâáóìüò êáé ç áãÜðç ôïõ áãßïõ
Ãñçãïñßïõ ôïõ Èåïëüãïõ ÐáôñéÜñ÷ç
Êùíóôáíôéíïõðüëåùò êáé ðñïÝäñïõ ôçò Â´
ÏéêïõìåíéêÞò Óõíüäïõ, ï ïðïßïò äÝ÷èçêå
êáé äßäáîå ôï ïìïïýóéï êáé ôçí ðëÞñç
èåüôçôá ôïõ Áãßïõ Ðíåýìáôïò. (Ëüãïò 31,
Migne ô.35, 849). ÁëëÜ êáé ï Üëëïò
äéáðñåðÞò Êáððáäüêçò Èåïëüãïò ï Üãéïò
Ãñçãüñéïò ï Íýóóçò óå ðïëëÜ óõããñÜì-
ìáôÜ ôïõ êáé êõñßùò óôï Ýñãï ôïõ <ÊáôÜ
ôùí Ìáêåäïíéáíþí ôùí ÐíåõìáôïìÜ÷ùí>
õðïóôçñßæåé, üôé ôï Üãéï Ðíåýìá åßíáé
ðëÞñçò Èåüò êáé ÷ñçóéìïðïéåß ôçí èåïëï-
ãéêÞ Ýêöñáóç <áðáñÜëëáêôïò> ãéá íá
ôïíßóåé ôçí ôáõôüôçôá ôùí åíåñãåéþí ôùí
Ôñéþí ðñïóþðùí ôçò Áãßáò ÔñéÜäïò êáé
ôï <áðáñÜëëáêôï>, ôï ïìïïýóéï áõôþí.

Ï ÌÝãáò Öþôéïò, ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò
Êùíóôáíôéíïõðüëåùò êáôÜ
ôïí 9ï áéþíá, óôï óýããñáììÜ

ôïõ ìå ôïí ôßôëï <Ëüãïò ðåñß ôçò ôïõ Áãßïõ
Ðíåýìáôïò Ìõóôáãùãßáò>, õðåñáìýíåôáé
ôçò Ïñèïäüîïõ äéäáóêáëßáò üôé ôï Üãéï
Ðíåýìá åêðïñåýåôáé ìüíï åê ôïõ Ðáôñüò.
Åêôüò üìùò áðü ôéò äïãìáôéêÝò èÝóåéò ãéá
ôçí öýóç ôïõ Áãßïõ Ðíåýìáôïò, ïé
ÐáôÝñåò ôçò Åêêëçóßáò ôïíßæïõí éäéáßôåñá
ôçí áíÜãêç ôçò ðáñïõóßáò ôïõ Áãßïõ
Ðíåýìáôïò óôéò êáñäéÝò ôùí áíèñþðùí
þóôå íá êáôáóôåß ï ðéóôüò ìÝôï÷ïò ôùí
äùñåþí ôïõ Áãßïõ Ðíåýìáôïò. Ïé áóêç-
ôéêïß ÐáôÝñåò êáé üëïé ïé Üãéïé êáé
ìÜñôõñåò ôçò Åêêëçóßáò Þôáí Ýíèåá
äï÷åßá ôïõ Áãßïõ Ðíåýìáôïò, êáé ôá
÷áñßóìáôá ôçò ðáñïõóßáò Ôïõ ëåýêáíáí,
öþôéæáí êáé èåïðïéïýóáí ôçí üëç ôïõò
ýðáñîç. Ç æùÞ êáé ôï öùò, ç ðñÜîç, ç
åìðåéñßá êáé ç ðáñïõóßá ôïõ Áãßïõ
Ðíåýìáôïò ìåôáâÜëëåé êáé ìåôáìïñöþíåé
êáôÜ ìõóôçñéþäç ôñüðï ôïí Üíèñùðï êáé
ôïí êáèéóôÜ, üíôùò ÷ñéóôïöüñï êáé
ðíåõìáôïöüñï.

Ç Åêêëçóßá ìáò èÝóðéóå ôçí ÄåõôÝñá
ìåôÜ ôçí ÐåíôçêïóôÞ íá áöéåñþíåôáé
óôçí ôéìÞ, ôçí ðñïóêýíçóç êáé ôçí
äïîïëïãßá ôïõ ôñßôïõ ðñïóþðïõ ôçò
Áãßáò ÔñéÜäïò, äçëáäÞ ôïõ Áãßïõ Ðíåý-
ìáôïò. Êáé ãé� áõôü ï ÓõíáîáñéóôÞò ìáò
õðåíèõìßæåé, üôé ãéïñôÜæïõìå ôçí ÄåõôÝñá
ôçò ÐåíôçêïóôÞò <...á[õôü ôü ðáíÜãéïí,
êáß æùïðïéüí, êáß ðáíôïäýíáìïí Ðíå`õ-
ìá, ôüí }åíá ô `çò ÔñéÜäïò Èåüí, ôï
]ïìüôéìïí, ôü ]ïìïïýóéïí, êáß ]ïìüäïîïí ồ~ù
Ðáôñß êáß ô~`ù Õ]é`~ù>.

<Êáé åéò ôï Ðíåýìá ôï Üãéïí,
ôï êýñéïí, ôï æùïðïéüí...>

áðïôåëåß Ýêôïôå ôï Óýìâïëï ôçò Ïñèü-
äïîçò Ðßóôçò, ãíùóôü ùò ôï Óýìâïëï
Íéêáßáò-Êùíóôáíôéíïõðüëåùò, ðïõ
áðáããÝëëåôáé óÞìåñá óôéò ëåéôïõñãéêÝò
óõíÜîåéò ìáò.

Ôï üôé ôï Óýìâïëï ôçò Ðßóôçò åßíáé
êáèáñÜ Ýñãï ôçò Â´ ÏéêïõìåíéêÞò Óõíüäïõ
åðéâåâáéþíåé êáé ï ìáêáñéóôüò êáèçãçôÞò
Âáóßëåéïò Óôåöáíßäçò óôçí êëáóéêÞ ðëÝïí
<ÅêêëçóéáóôéêÞ Éóôïñßá> ôïõ. (ó. 202-203).

Ç Â´ ÏéêïõìåíéêÞ Óýíïäïò óõãêëÞ-
èçêå áðü ôïí áõôïêñÜôïñá Èåïäüóéï ôïí
ÌåãÜëï, óôç Êùíóôáíôéíïýðïëç. Ðáñü-
íôåò óôçí Óýíïäï Þôáí ï ßäéïò ï áõôïêñÜ-
ôïñáò êáé 150 åðßóêïðïé, ðñïåñ÷üìåíïé
áðü ôï Áíáôïëéêü êñÜôïò ôçò á÷áíïýò
ÑùìáúêÞò Áõôïêñáôïñßáò. Ç ÔÝôáñôç
ÏéêïõìåíéêÞ Óýíïäïò ôçò ×áëêçäüíïò
(451) áíáãíþñéóå ôçí Óýíïäï ôçò Êùí-
óôáíôéíïõðüëåùò ôùí 150 ÐáôÝñùí ùò
ÏéêïõìåíéêÞ êáé ôï Óýìâïëï ôçò ùò
Ïéêïõìåíéêü Óýìâïëï ôçò ÏéêïõìåíéêÞò
Åêêëçóßáò.

Ð ßóù áðü ôéò áðëÝò ãñáììÝò
ôïõ Óõìâüëïõ âñßóêïíôáé
áãþíåò óöïäñïß êáé Ýíôïíåò

óõæçôÞóåéò êáé óõããñÜììáôá êáé äéáîé-
öéóìïß, ïé ïðïßïé åß÷áí äéáéñÝóåé ôïí êëÞñï
êáé ôïí ëáü ôçò Åêêëçóßáò. Ìåôáîý ôùí
áéñåôéêþí óõãêáôáëÝãïíôáé Áñåéáíïß, ïé
ïðïßïé üðùò äéáêÞñõôôáí üôé ï Õéüò ôïõ
Èåïý åßíáé êôßóìá, Ýôóé êáé ôï ¢ãéï Ðíåýìá
Ýëåãáí, åßíáé áðëïýóôáôá êôßóìá. ÅðéðëÝïí,
ï Ìáêåäüíéïò, åðßóêïðïò Êùíóôáíôéíïõ-
ðüëåùò (360) äßäáóêå ðåñßðïõ ôçí ßäéá
áßñåóç. ¸ôóé ïé êáôáðïëåìïýíôåò ôçí
èåüôçôá ôïõ Áãßïõ Ðíåýìáôïò ïíïìÜóôçêáí
Ìáêåäïíéáíïß êáé ÐíåõìáôïìÜ÷ïé. Ïé Üãéïé
ÐáôÝñåò áíôéëáìâÜíïíôáí ðëÞñùò üôé ï
õðïâéâáóìüò ôïõ Áãßïõ Ðíåýìáôïò óå
êôßóìá Þ Ýóôù êáé óå áðëÜ éóüôéìï ôùí
áããåëéêþí äõíÜìåùí, Þôáí ìéá êáô� åõèåßáí
åðßèåóç åíáíôßïí ôçò Áãßáò ÔñéÜäïò. Ï
ÌÝãáò ÁèáíÜóéïò óôéò ðåñßöçìåò ðÝíôå
åðéóôïëÝò ôïõ ðñïò ôïí Åðßóêïðï ÈìïõÝùò
Óåñáðßùíá, ãñÜöåé üôé <ïé áíôéêåßìåíïé>
äçëáäÞ ïé áñíïýìåíïé ôï Ðíåýìá ôï ¢ãéï,
áñíïýíôáé êáé ôïí Õéü êáé áñíïýìåíïé ôïí
Õéü áñíïýíôáé êáé ôïí Èåü ÐáôÝñá. (Migne
ô.26, 533Á). Ãé� áõôü åðéìÝíåé ï Üãéïò
ÁèáíÜóéïò ëÝãïíôáò üôé ï Õéüò õðÜñ÷åé óôïí
ÐáôÝñá êáé ï ÐáôÞñ óôïí Õéü êáé ôï Ðíåýìá
ôï ¢ãéï óôïí Õéü êáé ï Õéüò óôï ¢ãéï Ðíåýìá.
(Migne ô.26, 580).

Ï ÌÝãáò Âáóßëåéïò óôï åîáßñåôï
âéâëßï ôïõ ãéá ôï ¢ãéï Ðíåýìá áðïóáöÞ-
íéóå êáé åðåîÞãçóå ôçí äéäáóêáëßá ôçò
Åêêëçóßáò ãýñù áðü ôï ôñßôï ðñüóùðï
ôçò Áãßáò ÔñéÜäïò, äéáêçñýóóïíôáò üôé ôï
¢ãéï Ðíåýìá åßíáé êáè� üëá á÷þñéóôï áðü
ôïí ÐáôÝñá êáé ôïí Õéü, üôé êáôÜ ôçí
äçìéïõñãßá, ï ÐáôÞñ åßíáé ç áñ÷éêÞ áéôßá
ôùí äçìéïõñãçìÜôùí, ï Õéüò ç äçìéïõñãéêÞ
áéôßá êáé ôï ¢ãéï Ðíåýìá ôåëåéïðïéåß ôá
ðÜíôá. (Êåö. 17ï). Ï ¢ãéïò Âáóßëåéïò,
ôïíßæåé üôé ìÝóù ôïõ Áãßïõ Ðíåýìáôïò
åðéôõã÷Üíåôáé ç áðïêáôÜóôáóÞ ìáò óôïí
ÐáñÜäåéóï, ç Üíïäüò ìáò óôçí Âáóéëåßá
ôùí ïõñáíþí, ç åðáíÜêôçóç ôçò õéïèå-
óßáò, ôï èÜññïò íá ïíïìÜæïõìå ôïí Èåü

ôïõ êáè. Ãåùñãßïõ ÌðåìðÞ

12345678901234567890123
12345678901234567890123
12345678901234567890123
12345678901234567890123
12345678901234567890123
12345678901234567890123
12345678901234567890123
12345678901234567890123
12345678901234567890123
12345678901234567890123
12345678901234567890123
12345678901234567890123
12345678901234567890123
12345678901234567890123
12345678901234567890123
12345678901234567890123
12345678901234567890123

ÃÉÁ ÄÉÁÖÇÌÉÓÅÉÓ ÓÔÏÍ

ÏÑÈÏÄÏÎÏ ÐÁÑÁÔÇÑÇÔÇ

Ï ê. Ãåþñãéïò Ó. ÌðåìðÞò åßíáé
êáèçãçôÞò Ðáôñïëïãßáò,óôçí ÈåïëïãéêÞ
Ó÷ïëÞ ôïõ Ôéìßïõ Óôáõñïý, ôçò É. Áñ÷éåðé-
óêïðÞò ÁìåñéêÞò.

ôçëÝöùíï
(212) 570-3555

Þ öÜî
(212) 774-0239

áõôüí. Ó� áõôÞ ôçí åðßãåéá éåñáñ÷ßá ðñþôïò ìåôáîý ôùí êáôÜ ôüðïõò ðñïêáèçìÝíùí
Éåñáñ÷þí åßíáé ï Ïéêïõìåíéêüò ìáò ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò, ï ðñïêáèÞìåíïò ôçò áíÜ ôçí ïéêïõìÝíç
Ïñèïäïîßáò. Ôé óçìáßíåé áõôü;

Ï Ïéêïõìåíéêüò ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò ìáò ê.ê. Âáñèïëïìáßïò, ùò ðñïêáèÞìåíïò ôçò
Ðñùôüèñïíçò ÌåãÜëçò ôïõ ×ñéóôïý Åêêëçóßáò, ôïõ Ïéêïõìåíéêïý Ðáôñéáñ÷åßïõ, óôçí
ïðïßáí áíÞêåé êáé ç Åêêëçóßá ìáò óôçí ÁìåñéêÞ, Ý÷åé êÜðïéá ðñïôåñáéüôçôá ç ìÜëëïí
õðåõèõíüôçôá ìåôáîý ôùí áðáíôá÷ïý ôçò ãçò Ïñèïäüîùí Åêêëçóéþí. Ï ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò
äåí åßíáé ðÜðáò, äéüôé åßíáé ðñþôïò ìåôáîý ßóùí, áëëÜ ç ðñïôåñáéüôçôÜ ôïõ (ôï
ðñùôåßï ôïõ) äåí åßíáé áðëÜ ïíïìáóôéêÞ Þ ôéìçôéêÞ. Åßíáé áíáðüóðáóôá óõíäåäåìÝíç
ìå êáèÞêïíôá êáé åõèýíåò (äéêáéþìáôá) ðïõ èÝóðéóáí ïé ÏéêïõìåíéêÝò Óýíïäïé êáé ç
ÉåñÜ ÐáñÜäïóç ôçò Ïñèïäïîßáò. Ãéá ìáò ôïõò Ïñèïäüîïõò ï Ïéêïõìåíéêüò ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò
áíôéðñïóùðåýåé ôïí èåóìü ôçò ïñèÞò ôÜîçò, ôçò ïñèïðñáîßáò ðïõ åßíáé ç âÜóç ôçò
Ïñèïäïîßáò. Áõôüò Ý÷åé åðùìéóèåß ôçí åõèýíç íá ëáìâÜíåé ðñùôïâïõëßåò êáé íá
óõíôïíßæåé ôïõò Ïñèïäüîïõò óå äéïñèüäïîá êáé äéá÷ñéóôéáíéêÜ æçôÞìáôá. Áõôüò
óõãêáëåß ôéò ðáíïñèüäïîåò óõíåëåýóåéò êáé óõíüäïõò. Áõôüò ðáñÝ÷åé, óå óõíåííüçóç
ìå ôéò Üëëåò áõôïêÝöáëåò Åêêëçóßåò áõôïíïìßá, áõôïêåöáëßá, ðáôñéáñ÷éêÞ öÞìç êáé
êáèåóôþò. Áõôüò ìå Üëëá ëüãéá áíáäåéêíýåé, óôçí êïéíùíßá ôïõ ìå ôïõò Üëëïõò
áãéùôÜôïõò èñüíïõò ôçò åðßãåéáò åêêëçóéáóôéêÞò éåñáñ÷ßáò, ôçí åíüôçôá, ôçí
óöñéãçëüôçôá, ôïí ðëïýôï ôçò ïñèüäïîïõ óõíïäéêÞò êáèïëéêüôçôáò êáé
ïéêïõìåíéêüôçôáò, ôçí <óïìðïñíßãéáò>, üðùò ëÝíå ïé áäåëöïß ìáò ïé Ñþóïé.

Ï Ïéêïõìåíéêüò ìáò ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò ê.ê. Âáñèïëïìáßïò Ý÷åé Þäç áðïäåé÷èåß, ìÝóá
óôï äéÜóôçìá ôùí åííÝá åôþí ôçò äéáêïíßáò ôïõ ùò Ýíáò êáôáîéùìÝíïò ÐñïêáèÞìåíïò
ôçò Ïñèïäïîßáò, ï ïðïßïò, ùò Üãñõðíïò öñïõñüò, ìåñéìíÜ ìå óïößá, äéêáéïêñéóßá êáé
áðáñá÷Üñáêôç áöïóßùóç óôçí êáíïíéêÞ ÉåñÜ ÐáñÜäïóç ôçò Åêêëçóßáò ãéá ôçí
áíôéìåôþðéóç ôùí ðÜóçò öýóåùò óýã÷ñïíùí åíäïñèïäüîùí êáé åíäïåêêëçóéáóôéêþí
ðñïâëçìÜôùí. ÐñïéêéóìÝíïò ìå ðÜìðïëëá ÷áñßóìáôá, ðïëëÜ áðü ôá ïðïßá áðÝêôçóå
êáôÜ ôçí ìáêñÜí ôïõ äéáêïíßá óå üëá ôá åêêëçóéáóôéêÜ åðßðåäá, êáé ìå ìéÜ áôóáëÝíéá
êáëÞ èÝëçóç óôçñßæåé ìå ÷Üñç êáé áëÞèåéá ôïõò äïêéìáæüìåíïõò, ôïõò êëõäùíéæüìåíïõò
êáé åìðåñßóôáôïõò, óõìâïõëåýåé êáé ðñïôñÝðåé ôçí áðïöõãÞ äéåíÝîåùí, ðïõ ïäçãïýí
óå ñßîåéò êáé äéáéñÝóåéò, êáé ãåíéêÜ ðñïâÜëëåé ôçí åéñÞíç, ôçí ïìüíïéá ôçí áëÞèåéá ðïõ
ðñïÜãïõí ôï öéëÜíèñùðï êáé óùôÞñéï Ýñãï ôïõ Èåïý ìåôáîý ôùí áíèñþðùí. ÓùóôÜ
ôï åßðå êÜðïéïò ößëïò ðñüóöáôá, <Ï ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò ìáò, ï ê. ê. Âáñèïëïìáßïò åßíáé
öýëáî ìå ãíþóç êáé åðßãíùóç>.

Ç ãéïñôÞ ôïõ ÐáíáãéïôÜôïõ áõèÝíôïõ êáé Äåóðüôïõ ìáò, ôïõ Ïéêïõìåíéêïý ìáò
ÐáôñéÜñ÷ïõ ê.ê. Âáñèïëïìáßïõ åßíáé ãéïñôÞ óýìðáóçò ôçò Ïñèïäïîßáò, åßíáé ãéïñôÞ
üëùí ôùí Ïñèïäüîùí. <Êýñéå, öýëáôå áõôüí åßò ÐïëëÜ ¸ôç>.

ÓÕÍÈÇÌÁ ÌÁÓ ÅÉÍÁÉ:
Åðåíäýóôå óôç ÑÏÄÏ ÔÙÑÁ, óå áêßíçôá

ðïõ ÁÍÔÅ×ÏÕÍ ÓÔÏ ×ÑÏÍÏ

Ãåþñãéïò Ó. Ðéðßíïò
ÌÅÓÉÔÇÓ ÁÓÔÉÊÙÍ ÓÕÌÂÁÓÅÙÍ

Ãéáôß åìåßò ãíùñßæïõìå êáëýôåñá!

Ç ÃÉÏÑÔÇ ÔÏÕ ÏÉÊÏÕÌÅÍÉÊÏÕ ÌÁÓ ÐÁÔÑÉÁÑ×Ç
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Ôï óçìåñéíü óýóôçìá äéäáóêáëßáò ôçò ãëþóóáò óôá Åëëçíïñèüäïîá êïéíïôéêÜ
ó÷ïëåßá, áí êáé óðïñáäéêÜ ðåôõ÷çìÝíï, ðÜó÷åé áðü åðßìïíá ðñïâëÞìáôá. Ç Ýêèåóç
ôçò ÅðéôñïðÞò êáôáôÜóóåé ôá ðñïâëÞìáôá áõôÜ óå åííÝá êáôçãïñßåò:

1. Çèéêü. Óôéò ôñåéò êáôçãïñßåò ðïõ åîÝôáóå ç ÅðéôñïðÞ � åêðáéäåõôéêïýò, ìáèçôÝò êáé
ãïíåßò (êáèþò êáé éåñåßò, óå ïñéóìÝíåò ðåñéðôþóåéò) �  äéáðßóôùóå ìéÜ ïëéãüðéóôç
óõìðåñéöïñÜ ðïõ õðïíïìåýåé ôç æùíôáíÞ êáé åõ÷Üñéóôç äéäáóêáëßá ôùí åëëçíéêþí.
2. Ãïíåßò. ̧ íá áðïãïçôåõôéêÜ ìéêñü ðïóïóôü ôùí Åëëçíïáìåñéêáíþí ãïíÝùí  óôÝëíïõí
ôá ðáéäéÜ ôïõò óå åëëçíéêü ó÷ïëåßï êáé ïìéëïýí ôçí åëëçíéêÞ ãëþóóá óôï óðßôé ôïõò.

3. ÏñãÜíùóç. Ôá ó÷ïëåßá õðïöÝñïõí áðü Ýëëåéøç óõíôïíéóìïý, áö�åíüò ìåôáîý ôïõò
êáé áö�åôÝñïõ ìå ôï óýóôçìá ôùí äçìüóéùí ó÷ïëåßùí.

4. Ðñüãñáììá äéäáóêáëßáò. Ðáñáôçñåßôáé áíåðÜñêåéá îåêÜèáñùí ðñïãñáììÜôùí
äéäáóêáëßáò ðïõ èá êáèéóôïýóáí äõíáôÞ ôçí êáëýôåñç ìåôÜâáóç áðü ôÜîç óå ôÜîç

êáé èá ðáñåß÷áí ôç äõíáôüôçôá óôïõò ìáèçôÝò íá õðïâëçèïýí óå êïéíÝò åîåôÜóåéò.
Ðáñáôçñåßôáé, åðßóçò, óçìáíôéêÞ Ýëëåéøç äéäáóêáëßáò ôçò ëïãïôå÷íßáò ùò ìÝñïò
ôùí äéäáêôéêþí ðñïãñáììÜôùí.
5. Åêðáéäåõôéêü õëéêü. Ôá åëëçíéêÜ ó÷ïëåßá ÷ñåéÜæïíôáé ðåñéóóüôåñá êáé êáëýôåñá
åêðáéäåõôéêÜ êáé åðïðôéêÜ ìÝóá. Ôá âéâëßá êáé ôï âïçèçôéêü õëéêü ðïõ äéáèÝôïõí
äåí åßíáé ðÜíôá áíôßóôïé÷á áõôþí ðïõ ÷ñçóéìïðïéïýíôáé óôá ãáëëéêÜ, óôá éóðáíéêÜ,
óôá éáðùíéêÜ êëð. Õëéêü ðïõ ìðïñåß íá Þôáí êáôÜëëçëï óôï ðáñåëèüí åßíáé óÞìåñá
îåðåñáóìÝíï. Ïé áíÜãêåò ôùí ðáéäéþí êáé ïé óõíèÞêåò Ý÷ïõí áëëÜîåé. ÏñéóìÝíá
áðü ôá âéâëßá ðïõ ÷ñçóéìïðïéïýíôáé óÞìåñá äåí áíôáðïêñßíïíôáé óôéò áìåñéêáíéêÝò
óõíÞèåéåò êáé åßíáé äå éäéáßôåñá áêáôÜëëçëá ãéá ìáèçôÝò ðïõ ðñïÝñ÷ïíôáé áðü ìåéêôïýò
ãÜìïõò.

6. ÐáéäáãùãéêÞ. Ôá åëëçíéêÜ êïéíïôéêÜ ó÷ïëåßá ðñÝðåé íá ãßíïõí åöÜìéëëá ôùí
äçìüóéùí ó÷ïëåßùí êáé Üëëùí êïéíïôéêþí ó÷ïëåßùí óå üôé áöïñÜ ôç åíçìåñüôçôÜ ôïõò
ãéá ôéò ðïéêßëåò êáé áðïôåëåóìáôéêÝò ðáéäáãùãéêÝò ìåèüäïõò. Åéäéêüôåñá, ÷ñåéÜæåôáé
áíÜðôõîç ôñüðùí ðïõ íá ìåôáôáôïðßæïõí ôçí Ýìöáóç áðü ôç äéäáóêáëßá ôçò
ãñáììáôéêÞò óôç äéäáóêáëßá ôùí åëëçíéêþí ùò îÝíçò ãëþóóáò.
7. Ðñïåôïéìáóßá ôùí åêðáéäåõôéêþí. Ïé åêðáéäåõôéêïß ÷ñåéÜæïíôáé åêðáßäåõóç êáé
ìåôåêðáßäåõóç. Ôï ãåãïíüò üôé êÜðïéïò ìéëÜ ôá åëëçíéêÜ ùò ìçôñéêÞ ãëþóóá äåí óçìáßíåé
üôé Ý÷åé ôá ðñïóüíôá ãéá íá ôçí äéäÜóêåé. Ïé åêðáéäåõôéêïß áðü ôçí ÅëëÜäá ðñÝðåé íá
åßíáé åíÞìåñïé ãéá ôéò áìåñéêáíéêÝò óõíÞèåéåò. ¼ëïé ïé åêðáéäåõôéêïß ðñÝðåé íá
åêðáéäåõôïýí óôïõò ôñüðïõò êáôáðïëÝìçóçò ôçò áíßáò, óôïí óõíäõáóìü ôçò ãëþóóáò
êáé ôïõ ðïëéôéóìïý êáé óôçí ðëÞñç áîéïðïßçóç ôùí ôå÷íïëïãéêþí âïçèçìÜôùí.
8. ÁìïéâÞ. Áí ôá ó÷ïëåßá èÝëïõí íá ðñïóöÝñïõí ðáéäåßá ðïéüôçôáò, ðñÝðåé íá
êáôáâÜëëïõí óôïõò åêðáéäåõôéêïýò ôïõò ìéóèü ðïõ èá åðéôñÝðåé ôçí åðéâßùóÞ ôïõò
êáé èá óõíïäåýåôáé áðü ôá êáôÜëëçëá åðéäüìáôá. Ðñïò ôï ðáñüí, ïé ìéóèïß ôùí
åêðáéäåõôéêþí åßíáé åîáéñåôéêÜ áíåðáñêåßò. Áðü ôïõò åêðáéäåõôéêïýò ðïõ
áðÜíôçóáí óôï åñùôçìáôïëüãéï, ìüíï 3% äÞëùóå éêáíïðïéçìÝíï ìå ôçí áìïéâÞ
ôïõ, åíþ 75% äÞëùóå üôé äåí åßíáé êáèüëïõ éêáíïðïéçìÝíï.

9. ×ñçìáôïäüôçóç. Ôï âÜñïò ôçò ÷ñçìáôïäüôçóçò åíáðüêåéôáé êõñßùò óå êÜèå
êïéíüôçôá êáé ü÷é óôçí Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞ Þ óôçí ÅëëçíéêÞ ÊõâÝñíçóç. Ç åîåýñåóç

ïéêïíïìéêþí ðüñùí óå ôïðéêü åðßðåäï åíåñãïðïéåß ôçí êÜèå êïéíüôçôá êáé óáí
áðïôÝëåóìá âáèáßíåé ôçí ðñïóÞëùóÞ ôçò óôç ìåëÝôç ôçò ãëþóóáò.

ôçò ÅðéôñïðÞò ãéá ôçí

ÅëëçíéêÞ ãëþóóá

Ç ÅÊÈÅÓÇ

9 êåöÜëáéá
73 ðñïôÜóåéò

ãéá ôçí äéÜóùóç ôçò ÅëëçíéêÞò ãëþóóáò óôçí ÁìåñéêÞ

9 êåöÜëáéá
73 ðñïôÜóåéò

Ôá âáóéêÜ åñùôÞìáôá åßíáé ðþò ìðïñïýí íá åõçìåñïýí ïé Åëëç-
íïáìåñéêáíïß ùò ¸ëëçíåò óôç äéáóðïñÜ êáé êáôÜ ðüóï ç ÅëëçíéêÞ

êëçñïíïìéÜ ìðïñåß íá äéáôçñçèåß áí ÷áèåß ç ãëþóóá ôçò.
Ç ÅðéôñïðÞ ðéóôåýåé üôé ôï ôåëåõôáßï äåí åßíáé äõíáôü.

Ç ÅëëçíéêÞ ãëþóóá åßíáé áðáñáßôçôç êáé ðñÝðåé íá äéäÜóêåôáé áðü
íùñßò êáé åíôáôéêÜ.

Ùóôüóï, ôá ÁããëéêÜ èá ìðïñïýóáí íá ÷ñçóéìïðïéçèïýí áðïôåëåóìáôéêÜ
óôá ðñþôá óôÜäéá ãéá ôç äéäáóêáëßá ôçò åëëçíéêÞò êëçñïíïìéÜò óôïõò

íåáñüôåñïõò ìáèçôÝò êáé ãéá íá åìðïôéóôïýí ïé ìáèçôÝò ìå ôçí åðéèõìßá
ôçò åêìÜèçóçò ôçò åëëçíéêÞò ãëþóóáò.

ôåëéêþò ôç äéÜóðáóç êáé ÷ùñéóìü ìåôáîý ôùí Åêêëç-
óéþí, ÁíáôïëéêÞò êáé ÄõôéêÞò.

Ç áîßá ôçò ðéóôÞò óõíå÷ßóåùò ôçò ãëþóóáò ôçò
ÊáéíÞò ÄéáèÞêçò, üðùò Üëëùóôå êáé åêåßíçò ôùí
ÅâäïìÞêïíôá ôçò ÐáëáéÜò ÄéáèÞêçò, êáèþò êáé ôçò
ãëþóóáò ôùí ìåãÜëùí ÐáôÝñùí ôçò Åêêëçóßáò, äåí
ìðïñåß íá õðïôéìçèåß.

<Ç Ïñèüäïîç ÁíáôïëéêÞ Åêêëçóßá  �êáôÜ ôïí ð.
Öëùñüöóêé� ìéëÜ åäþ êáé áéþíåò ôï ßäéï áñ÷áßï
ãëùóóéêü éäßùìá ôùí ÐáôÝñùí, ôï ïðïßï ì� áãÜðç
äéáöýëáîå óáí ðñáãìáôéêÞ ôçò ìçôñéêÞ ãëþóóá...  ºóùò
(Ýôóé) åßíáé  êáëýôåñá åöïäéáóìÝíç áðü êÜèå Üëëïí ðïõ
èá ìÜèáéíå áðëþò ìßá îÝíç ãëþóóá ðñïêåéìÝíïõ íá
åñìçíåýóåé áñ÷áßá êåßìåíá, Ý÷ïíôáò áíÜ ÷åßñáò êÜðïéï
áîéüðéóôï ëåîéêü>.

ÅðïìÝíùò, ç áíÜãêç äéáôÞñçóçò êáé êáëëéÝñãåéáò
ôçò æùíôÜíéáò ôçò åëëçíéêÞò ãëþóóáò äåí åßíáé ãéá ìáò
áðëþò èÝìá ðïëéôéóìïý, áëëÜ êáé èÝìá ðßóôçò.

Ç Åêêëçóßá ìáò óôçí ÁìåñéêÞ Ýöôáóå ó� Ýíá óçìåßï
ôçò éóôïñßáò ôçò ðïõ ç åîïéêåßùóç ôùí ìåëþí ôïõ
ðïéìíßïõ ôçò ìå ôç íÝá åëëçíéêÞ ãëþóóá  âñßóêåôáé óôï
ðéï ÷áìçëü ôçò åðßðåäï. ËïãéêÜ áõôü äåí ìðïñåß íá
áðïäïèåß óôçí ðïéìáíôéêÞ áðüöáóç ðïõ ëÞöèçêå åäþ
êáé ôñéÜíôá ÷ñüíéá ãéá ôç ÷ñÞóç ôçò áããëéêÞò ãëþóóáò
óôéò áêïëïõèßåò ôçò Åêêëçóßáò, äéüôé, üðùò åßíáé ãíùóôü,
ç ãëþóóá ôçò Èåßáò Ëåéôïõñãßáò êáé ôùí ëïéðþí éåñþí
áêïëïõèéþí äåí åßíáé ç êáèïìéëïõìÝíç åëëçíéêÞ.
Áíôßèåôá, èá ìðïñïýóå êáíåßò íá éó÷õñéóèåß, üôé ç ÷ñÞóç
ôçò áããëéêÞò óôéò éåñÝò áêïëïõèßåò � êáé ç óõíáêüëïõèç
äõíáôüôçôá ðëÞñïõò óõììåôï÷Þò ôùí ðñïóÞëõôùí óôç
Ëåéôïõñãßá � óõíÝâáëå óôçí áýîçóç ôçò ãíþóçò ôçò íÝáò
åëëçíéêÞò  ìåôáîý ôùí ðñïóçëýôùí åêåßíùí ðïõ
åðÝëåîáí íá åîïéêåéùèïýí ìå ôçí åëëçíéêÞ, ùò ìÝñïò ôïõ
åìðëïõôéóìïý ôçò üëçò åêêëçóéáóôéêÞò ôïõò åìðåéñßáò.

Ùóôüóï, ãåãïíüò ðáñáìÝíåé, üôé óôï ÷þñï ôçò É.
Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò ìáò ç åîïéêåßùóç ìå ôçí åëëçíéêÞ ãëþóóá
Ý÷åé åîáóèåíÞóåé êáé åðïìÝíùò ìáæß ìå áõôÞí, Ý÷åé
ìåéùèåß êáé  ç ãíþóç êáé ç åêôßìçóç ãéá ôïí åëëçíéêü
ðïëéôéóìü ãåíéêÜ. Áõôü äåí óçìáßíåé, üôé ãéá íá åêôéìÞóåé
êáíåßò ðñåðüíôùò  ôçí åëëçíéêÞ ðáéäåßá êáé ôá åëëçíéêÜ
éäåþäç ðñÝðåé íá ìéëÜ áðáñáßôçôá êáé Ýîï÷á åëëçíéêÜ.
ÊÜôé ôÝôïéï äåí éó÷ýåé âÝâáéá êáé áõôü áðïäåéêíýåôáé,
óôçí åõñýôåñç êïéíùíßá ìáò áðü ôï öéëåëëçíéêü ðíåýìá
ðïõ õðÜñ÷åé ãåíéêÜ óôçí ÁìåñéêÞ. Óçìáßíåé, üìùò, üôé
óôçí åëëçíïáìåñéêáíéêÞ ìáò êïéíüôçôá ôçò ÁìåñéêÞò,
óôçí ïðïßá áöÞíïõìå ôçí åëëçíéêÞ ãëþóóá íá åêëåßøåé
óéãÜ�óéãÜ, åßíáé áíáðüöåõêôï íá áôïíÞóåé êáé ç
åêôßìçóç ãéá ôïí åëëçíéêü ðïëéôéóìü.

Óçìáßíåé Üñáãå áõôü, üôé ðñùôáñ÷éêüò óêïðüò ôçò
Åêêëçóßáò ìáò åäþ óôçí ÁìåñéêÞ  åßíáé ç äéÜäïóç ôçò
åëëçíéêÞò ãëþóóáò êáé ôïõ åëëçíéêïý ðïëéôéóìïý;  Óå
êáìßá ðåñßðôùóç.  ÁðïóôïëÞ ôçò Åêêëçóßáò ìáò  åßíáé íá
êçñýôôåé êáé íá äéäÜóêåé ôï ÅõáããÝëéï ôïõ ×ñéóôïý.
Ùóôüóï, åßìáóôå ôáõôü÷ñïíá êëçñïíüìïé åíüò ôåñÜóôéïõ
ðïëéôéóôéêïý èçóáõñïý. ÅðïìÝíùò, åðåéäÞ æïýìå ó�
åðï÷Þ êáé óå ÷þñá, üðïõ ç åêôßìçóç ôçò ðïëéôéóìéêÞò
ðïéêéëßáò êáé ôùí åèíéêþí êáôáâïëþí áðïôåëïýí
éäéáßôåñï ÷áñáêôçñéóôéêü ôùí åêðáéäåõôéêþí
óõóôçìÜôùí, èá Þôáí êñßìá êáé åíôñïðÞ  ãéá ôç äéêÞ ìáò
åëëçíïáìåñéêáíéêÞ êïéíüôçôá íá áðïëÝóåé áõôü áêñéâþò
ðïõ ïé Üëëåò èñçóêåõôéêÝò êáé åèíéêÝò êïéíüôçôåò
áãùíßæïíôáé íá äéáôçñÞóïõí.

Ãéá üëïõò ôïõò ðáñáðÜíù ëüãïõò, áëëÜ êáé ãéá
Üëëïõò � ðïõ ðåñéëáìâÜíïõí ôéò áîéüëïãåò êáé åðáéíåôÝò
ðñïóðÜèåéåò ðïõ êáôáâÜëëïíôáé êáèçìåñéíÜ óôï ÷þñï
ôçò É. ìáò Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò áðü Üíôñåò êáé ãõíáßêåò ðïõ
åñãÜæïíôáé óêëçñÜ ãéá íá äéáôçñÞóïõí ôá ðáéäéÜ ìáò
óôçí ÁìåñéêÞ ôçí æùíôÜíéá ôçò åëëçíéêÞò ãëþóóáò êáé
ôïõ åëëçíéêïý ðïëéôéóìïý ãåíéêÜ � åß÷á ðñéí Ýíá ÷ñüíï
ðáñáêáëÝóåé ôïí êáèçãçôÞ Ôæïí ÑáóóéÜ, êáèçãçôÞ  ôïõ
Ðáíåðéóôçìßïõ ôïõ ÍôÜñôìïõè, íá áíáëÜâåé ôçí
ðñïåäñßá ìéáò åéäéêÞò åðéôñïðÞò ðïõ ìåëÝôçóå óöáéñéêÜ
ôçí üëç êáôÜóôáóç ðïõ åðéêñáôåß óÞìåñá óôá ó÷ïëéêÜ
ìáò éäñýìáôá êáé äéáôýðùóå óõãêåêñéìÝíïõò ôñüðïõò
ãéá ôçí ðåñáéôÝñù ðïñåßá ôçò åëëçíéêÞò ðáéäåßáò óôçí
ÁìåñéêÞ.

Ìå ìåãÜëç ÷áñÜ êáëùóïñßæù óÞìåñá óôçí É.
Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞ ìáò ôïí êáèçãçôÞ ÑáóóéÜ êáé ôá ìÝëç ôçò
åðéôñïðÞò. Èá ðáñïõóéÜóïõí êáôÜ ôç óõíÝíôåõîç áõôÞ
ôá ðïñßóìáôá ôïõ Ýñãïõ ðïõ ìå ðïëý êüðï êáé ìåãÜëç
áãÜðç êáé åðß Ýíá ïëüêëçñï ÷ñüíï åðéôÝëåóáí ãéá ôï
êáëü ôçò Åêêëçóßáò ìáò êáé ôï êáëü ôùí ðáéäéþí ìáò.

� óåë. 13

Ç ÅÉÓÁÃÙÃÉÊÇ ÏÌÉËÉÁ
ÔÏÕ ÓÅÂ. ÁÑ×ÉÅÐÉÓÊÏÐÏÕ ÁÌÅÑÉÊÇÓ
ê. ÓÐÕÑÉÄÙÍÁ
ÓÔÇ ÓÕÍÅÍÔÅÕÎÇ ÔÕÐÏÕ
ÃÉÁ ÔÇÍ ÅËËÇÍÉÊÇ ÃËÙÓÓÁ
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Institute Appoints
New Professor

PITTSBURGH � THEOS - Center for
Early Learning recently opened the Three
Hierarchs Eastern Orthodox School, a Pre-
school program for children ages 3-5, at
Holy Cross Church in Mount Lebanon.

THEOS opened its doors after diligent
planning and coordination by the school�s
director, Christal Chaney, Ph.D., who
worked with volunteers and clergy to cre-
ate this unique school. THEOS offers stu-
dents and families a unique program which
integrates a quality Preschool program with
spirituality of the Orthodox faith.

The program emphasizes Orthodox
teachings and beliefs. The children meet
three mornings a week for a glorifying pro-
gram of education, guidance and spiritual
enrichment. The children also enjoy regular
visits to the classroom by Fr. John, and par-
ticipate in weekday services in the church
whenever possible.

THEOS has been blessed with start-up
donations, which allowed the director to
purchase quality educational materials and
furniture, much of which was custom or-
dered and made for use in the unique, in-
spiring classroom.

In addition to presenting a high-quality
Preschool program, the teachers develop
projects and use materials which empha-
size Orthodox themes and beliefs.

Anyone wanting more information
about the program offered at THEOS -Cen-
ter for Early Learning can contact Christal
Chaney, Ph.D. at (412) 851-7279.

Pre-school Opens
at Pittsburgh-
Area Church

BROOKLYN, N.Y. -- Two Scouting vol-
unteers have been elected to receive the
1999 Silver Beaver Award from the Boy
Scouts of America.

Deacon John Paizis and Gus Christakos
will be conferred with this award at a Na-
tional Court of Honor, Thursday, June 17 in
Brooklyn.

Deacon Paizis currently serves as Na-
tional Chairman of the Eastern Orthodox
Committee on Scouting (EOCS). He also
chaired the committee that created a Na-
tional Religious Award, the St. George
Medal, for younger Cub Scouts and Girl
Scouts of the Orthodox Christian faith.

The deacon was the also the primary
author of the St. George Religious pamphlet.

This award is recognized by the national
organizations of both the Boy Scouts of
America and the Girl Scouts/USA.

Mr. Christakos currently serves as
Cubmaster to Scout Pack 531, chartered at
Three Hierarchs Church in Brooklyn. He also
co-chaired a great campaign supporting our
veterans, �Eyes and Ears for Veterans,� a
council-wide program in conjunction with
the Brooklyn VA Hospital.

Along with the Cub Scout program, Mr.
Christakos has actively served his local par-
ish in many capacities, including GOYA
youth programs.

Information on the Silver Beaver Rec-
ognition Dinner is available through the
Greater New York Boy Scouts of America,
Michael Mahon, (212)-242-1100 ext. 234.

Two Brooklyn
Orthodox Scouters
Earn Top Award

GOYA BAKERS � (l to r) Matthew Tiller, Jimmy Panels, Nick Christo, , Jeannie Panels, Lara
Romanowski, Anastasia Gotsis, Areti Georgakapoulos, Paraskevi Fekos, Philipa
Georgakapoulos.

CLEARWATER, Fla. � Holy Trinity
Church and about 100 members of the
area�s two AHEPA chapters, Nos. 356 and
520, celebrated AHEPA day on May 2 with
an artoclasia. Fr. James Rousakis also read

Fla. Chapters Celebrate AHEPA Day
the encyclical message of Archbishop
Spyridon.

Chapter Presidents Gus Pantelides and
John Lelekis each received a loaf of the
artoclasia bread.

SYRACUSE, N.Y. � Goyans of St. Sophia
Church won the $1,000 runner-up prize in
the Betty Crocker 50th Anniversary of Cake
Mix Bake Sales Competition.

To win, the youth group had to sub-
mit four bake sale recipes, one of which
required the use of Betty Crocker�s
SuperMoist Devil�s Food cake mix made

Goyans of Syracuse Have Recipe for Success
with Hershey�s Dutch Cocoa, and a sec-
ond made with another Betty Crocker des-
sert mix.

Bake sales took place between Sept.
15, 1998, and mid-February. Judging was
based on appearance of recipes, original-
ity of recipes, table presentation and origi-
nality and viability of tips.

The Patriarch Athenagoras Orthodox In-
stitute (PAOI), an affiliate of the Graduate
Theological Union (GTU) and the Univer-
sity of California, Berkeley has named John
E. Klentos, Jr. as the new Alexander G.
Spanos assistant professor of Eastern Or-
thodox Studies

The original holder of the Alexander G.
Spanos Professorship was the late Rev. Dr.
Leonidas Contos, the Institute�s first director.

Dr. John Klentos, a Hellenic College-Holy
Cross School alumnus, graduated in 1996 with
a Ph.D. in Theology from the University of
Notre Dame, specializing in the history of Byz-
antine liturgy and liturgical theology.

Most recently, he served as admissions
director and adjunct professor at HC/HC.

Dr. Klentos comes to the Institute with
a substantial background in academic re-
search, writing, and teaching.

As a doctoral candidate, he spent a year
at the Pontificum Institutum Orentale in
Rome, to engage in research in the history
of Byzantine liturgical theology under the di-
rection of the internationally noted liturgi-
cal scholar, Robert F. Taft, SJ.

His publications include articles on his-
torical, liturgical, and homiletical subjects.

His teaching experience includes
courses on Orthodox homiletics, liturgics,
history, and spirituality at the University of
Notre Dame, the College of St. Benedict (St.
Joseph, MN), and Holy Cross.

The Patriarch Athenagoras Orthodox
Institute is an independent Orthodox center
with the mission �to educate, communicate,
promote and sustain the traditions, values,
teachings and cultures of Orthodox Christian-
ity.� Located next to the University of Cali-
fornia, Berkeley, the Institute offers courses
and programs on a wide range of subjects.

BOSTON � Archbishop Spyridon
and Metropolitan Methodios called on
the faithful attending the recent annual
Diocese Clergy-Laity Conference to
work together in a spirit of love and
unity and focus their efforts on help-
ing the Church to move forward. Both
delivered major addresses to the gath-
ering (see pages 8 and 21).

Several Archdiocese department
heads presented reports at the June 5-
6 meetings that were well received.
These included Fr. Philemon
Sevastiades, executive director of the
Office of Print and Digital Media;
Internet Director Theo Nikolakis; Fi-
nance Director George Chelpon; and
the Very Rev. Damaskinos Ganas,
president of Hellenic College/Holy
Cross School of Theology.

After a luncheon following the
morning session. Archbishop Spyridon
candidly and unhesitatingly answered
many questions in an open discussion
on numerous questions concerning
Church issues.

At one point, someone brought a

Boston Diocese Holds Clergy-Laity Conference

communities in New England.
However, as the maker of motion him-

self said, it was not designed as a negative
vote, nor designed to undermine the posi-
tion of the Archbishop or the unity of the
Archdiocese.

As Archbishop Spyridon has remarked
on numerous occasions, our Church, even
though it is hierarchical, is not monolithic,
there is room in the Church for disagree-
ment and difference of opinion.

At conclusion Archbishop Spyridon of-
fered the following remarks:

�My Friends,

You have spoken today with great
emotion and have expressed yourselves
to your satisfaction. Whether we agree
or disagree, I want to assure you that
your voices are heard. But I want you
also to know that together with my
brother bishops, with the good priests
and with your help, I believe that we will
move forward together, beyond any pain
of the moment. I leave you today with
my love � not a superficial love � but a
love that is willing to bear up even the
strongest emotions. God bless all of you
and your families.�

D. Panagos

motion to floor asking that a private re-
port by the Metropolitans to the Ecumeni-
cal Patriarch be adopted as a resolution
for next year�s Clergy-Laity Congress.

The motion apparently was influ-
enced by a number of those who came to
observe (More than 150 observers at-
tended the conference.) The six month old
report had been privately leaked to the
public.

After much debate, the resolution
passed by 58 to 51 vote.

The vote apparently was an expres-
sion of frustration of some members of

His Eminence Archbishop Spyridon and Metropolitan Methodios of Aneon at the Boston
Diocese Clergy-Laity Conference.
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COME HOME THIS SUMMER
Greece Anticipates Your Arrival More Than Ever Before!

Call and Book Now... We will get you there for less than ever before!

� NON-STOP FLIGHTS VIA WORLD AIRWAYS NEW GENERATION AIRCRAFTS -MD - II

� CHILDREN�S DISCOUNTS-INFANTS TRAVEL FREE

� ADD $60 FOR RETURN FROM ATH BET 8/15 -9/15

� ASSISTANCE BY FRIENDLY PROFESSIONALS IN NEW YORK & ATHENS

SPECIAL

AIR FARES

ALL SUMMER LONG

ONE WAY: $269 - $429

599
Duration up to 2 weeks Duration up to 2 months

$ $

Airport and Port taxes are additional. The hotels used in the above package are A´ class and Deluxe.
HOMERIC TOURS offers over 40 tour packages to choose from.

55 East 59th Street (17th floor) � New York, New York 10022
Tel: (212)753-1100 � E-mail: HOMERIC@aol.com

NATIONWIDE TOLL FREE: 1-800-223-5570

Invaluable emotions, priceless moments and unique beauty await you.

This summer visit your homeland, your town, your village
or your island.  Bring your friends with you and show the world
that Greece is indeed a welcoming Paradise.

SUPER SPECIAL VACATION PACKAGES
Package Includes:

• Air fare from New York
• 1 Night in Athens
   & 6 Nights in Mykonos
• Round trip transportation to Mykonos
• Breakfast daily
• All transfers.

11 Days-9 Nights
Selected Dates

9 Days-7 Nights
Selected Dates

999$ Package Includes:
• Air fare from New York
• 2 Nights in Athens & 3 Nights in Mykonos
• 4 Day Greek Islands cruise visiting

Mykonos, Santorini, Rhodes, Patmos
• Breakfast daily. 3 meals daily during the cruise
• All transfers.

1399$

NEW YORK-ATHENS ROUND TRIP

699
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ÓÅ ÏËÇ ÔÇÍ ÁÌÅÑÉÊÇ: ANTENNA Satellite Radio � ÐÝìðôç 5-6ì.ì.
FLORIDA: GREEK VOICE, WXYB-1520 AM êáé WPSO-1500 AM � ÓÜââáôï 6-7ì.ì., ÊõñéáêÞ 9-10ð.ì.

CHICAGO: Hellenic Communications- WHCI-FM 107.5 � ÓÜââáôï 1-2ì.ì.
INTERNET: http://www.goarch.org/webcasts/hellenic.html � ÊáèçìåñéíÜ 10ð.ì.-10ì.ì.

HELLENIC CULTURAL CENTER
27-09 Crescent Street, Astoria, NY 11102
Tel: (718) 626-5111-Fax: (718) 626-1398

Ç ÖùíÞ ôçò ÅëëçíéêÞò Ïñèüäïîçò Åêêëçóßáò
<Ôçí äéáêïíßáí óïõ ðëçñïöüñçóïí>

Åâäïìáäéáßï ñáäéïöùíéêü ðñüãñáììá ôçò

ÅËËÇÍÉÊÇÓ ÏÑÈÏÄÏÎÇÓ ÁÑ×ÉÅÐÉÓÊÏÐÇÓ ÁÌÅÑÉÊÇÓ
Äéåýèõíóç-Ðáñïõóßáóç:

Èåïö. Åðßóêïðïò Áðáìåßáò ê. ÂéêÝíôéïò

KKKKKontos Fontos Fontos Fontos Fontos Foodsoodsoodsoodsoods  famous for its POCKETPOCKETPOCKETPOCKETPOCKET-LESS-LESS-LESS-LESS-LESS     PITPITPITPITPITAAAAA,
is proud to present its original products once again.

BOX 628, PATERSON, NJ 07544
 � Fax: (973) 278-7943

KONTOS FOODS, INC � EVRIPIDES KONTOS, President

F i l l o
K a t a i f i

Delicious, traditional products made

offered to Communities, Or-
ganizations, Church festi-
vals and all other functions.

SPECIAL DISCOUNTS

Courteous Service � WE SHIP EVERYWHERE in the US & CANADA

S p a n a k o p i t a
T y r o p i t a

with the highest quality ingredients

    (973) 278-2800

READ AND SPEAK LANGUAGE LESSONS ON CDROM
GREEK LANGUAGE LESSONS IN ONE CDROM

by George Balanis PhD, MBA
and Toula Balanis AA � AnoTek, Inc.

WRITE TO: AnoTek/G. Balanis 2349 Hill Street, Santa Monica, CA 90405
Tel: (310)450-5027   �  Fax: (310)450-0867  � Email: georgeb@anotek.com

Also avai lable in books i l lustrated with ful l  color pictures.

VISIT: http://www.anotek.com Þëéïò         öüñåìá
 sun dress

If you want to learn Greek quickly and easily, our CDROM courses are for you.
Our Read and Speak Greek CDROM will teach you the Greek language taught in Greek schools today.  This
course covers 6 years of school and teaches Reading, Vocabulary, Pronunciation and Phonetics, Grammar
and Sentence Generation. You will learn the Structure of the Greek language and how it differs from the struc-
ture of English. The new software version (Ver. 2.0) improves the previous version and adds female voice,
more grammar and more dialogs.

� Read and Speak Greek CDROM Ver. 2.0 (6-year course Greek font included) $75.00

A GREATA GREATA GREATA GREATA GREAT

ANYTIMEANYTIMEANYTIMEANYTIMEANYTIME
GIFTGIFTGIFTGIFTGIFT

Üëïãï             ðüëç
horse    city

Our Read and Speak English  CDROM teaches English to Greek speaking people. The course teaches Pro-
nunciation, Vocabulary, Reading and the Basics of Grammar equivalent to about two years of school. All instruc-
tions are in Greek.

 We accept VISA, M/C, AMEX, DISCOVER, CHECKS & MONEY ORDER q Check Box for free catalog

� Read and Speak French CDROM-Step 1 (2-year course - Fonts included) $75.00

Card #______________________________________________  Exp. Date: _______/ _____
Product: ________________________________________ X ____ Total $:_______________
Name: ______________________________________________  Phone: _______________
Address:___________________________________________________________________
City __________________________________________ State________ Zip ______________
Your E-mail: ________________________________________________________________

ORDER FORM:   (Please put street and number.  We ship UPS)

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

�A long time ago in a galaxy far, far
away . . .�  George�s Lucas� new film is
appropriately titled. The American Heritage
Dictionary defines the word menace as �a
threat . . . a  troublesome or annoying per-
son . . . a coming harm.

by Rev. Dr. Frank Marangos

See STAR WARS , page 22

Star Wars -The Phantom Menace
A Catechism for the New Age

The word phantom is defined as �some-
thing apparently seen, heard or sensed but
having no physical reality.� In the final analy-
sis a phantom may be defined as �an image
that appears only in the mind.�

Although I am an afficionado of the sci-
ence fiction genre, I am nonetheless, con-
cerned with the ever-increasing attention
given to the New Age and Jungian �theolo-
gies� of such films. While many pundits are
busy debating this film�s intrinsic theatrical
value, others are comparing it to its prede-
cessors of 22 years (Star Wars trilogy).

In any event, the box office statistics
are staggering. There is even a special web-
site dedicated to following the film�s earn-
ings. However, when compared to history�s
number one grossing box office smash, �Ti-
tanic� ($600 million), the Phantom Menace
has a long way to go.

When one takes a closer look, Lucas�s
newest movie earned over two times as
much ($65 million) as Titanic ($28 million)
on their respective opening weekends!

What makes the Phantom Menace so
appealing to so many movie-goers? What is
it about this film that would make thousands
of fans wait in ticket lines, sleep in tents and
weather climatic obstacles for over a week
to assure being one of the first to see it?

When I asked these questions to a num-
ber of individuals who had seen the movie,
each, unexpectedly, gave me the same answer.

In short, they went to the theater in
search of an answer to the same perplexing
question: �How did a boy named Anakin
Skywalker become the evil villain Darth
Vader (death father)?�

I strongly believe that this is the under-
lying force (excuse the pun) that is drawing
so many individuals to wait in lines across
the nation to see what many have labeled
as history�s first prequel. The underlying, yet
profitable driving force behind the film�s
appeal is this: �What is the origin of evil?�

The query would not be so ironic if it
were not asked by a society that has cel-
ebrated its rejection of absolutes!

The appeal of the Star Wars saga lies in
much more than the mythic and nostalgic
tale that chronicles the battle between man
and machine or how a boy becomes a man.

It is, rather, about the question of what
transforms the innocence of youth into a
force of darkness. This is not a new myth as
many have suggested, but an age-old ques-
tion that is discussed in what I would argue
is God�s prequel . . . the Holy Scripture!

According to the film, young Anakin
succumbs to the dark side of the Force be-
cause his heart is full of fear. �Your fear,�
explains Yoda, the Jedi master, �is what will
ultimately kill you.� He urges Skywalker to
ignore fear and not to think of it. Anakin is
exhorted to protect his thoughts because
�reality is what you perceive it to be!�

In the final analysis, the Phantom Men-
ace does not tell us how Anakin becomes
Vader. It teases the primarily young viewers,
however, with a dangerous message: Reality
is the creation of the subjective mind. Truth
is whatever you think it to be!

In an interview with George Lucas,
Newsweek magazine published the author/
director�s answer to a few important ques-
tions. When asked if he believed in God,

Lucas said the following. �I think there is a
God. No question. What that God is or what
we know about that God, I am not sure.�
While attempting to down-play his film�s
theology, Lucas� answer betrayed the truth
that his is an allegiance to a New Age model
of spirituality where, at best, all religions are
rolled up into one.

As such, the dogmatic foundation of the
Phantom Menace is this: there is no Truth .
. . only phantom truths whose menace can
be abated by shaking their divergent belief
systems through the sifter of pluralism!

There is a story that I believe best char-
acterizes the theological appeal of such films
as the Phantom Menace.

A story is told about a father who had a
magic ring. Since he had three sons and did
not want to choose one to whom he would
bequeath the magic ring the father commis-
sioned a jeweler to make two identical rings.
Upon the father�s death, each son was given
a ring.

As such, each son argued that he was
the possessor of the true magic signet. In
time, however, the three wanted to discover
the truth, whereupon they went to visit a
wise sage.

�Let each brother think that he is the
possessor of the ring,� exhorted the sage,
�and let each treat the other with kindness!�

The distorted message of the aforemen-
tioned story has weaved its way into our
popular culture. The moral of the story is
blunt. While the author believes that there is
one real magic ring, he also believes that no
one can ever know if he or she possesses it!

Truth is relegated to the sphere of feel-
ings and absolutes to pluralistic platitudes
wherein even the Gospel is reduced to the
humanistic invitation for everyone to �just get
along with one another!� By syncraticly unit-
ing all religious theologies and thereby re-con-
structing them into one, secularism has be-
gotten the dogmatic solution for evil found in
films and books like the Phantom Menace.

In short, the elitist catechism of the
Gospel of Lucas exhorts that evil can only
be defeated by saber wielding knights who
have learned how to subjectively harness
the underlying power of the universe by
masters who resemble gurus of eastern pan-
theistic religions.

The recent school-yard gun massacres
and bombings are proof of what happens
when absolutes are diluted and spirituality
is distorted in just such a fashion. Do not be
deceived. The  real phantom menace is not
�out there� . . . �in a galaxy far, far away� . .
. but in the constructs of a post-modern so-
ciety that has turned its light saber of
deconstructionism against Truth itself.

Yes, there is a battle going on. A struggle
between truth and falsehood, holiness and
sin. But this battle is not going on �far, far
away� nor is it the product of legend or myth.

It is the Story of mankind�s war with
evil and its ultimate separation from God. It
IS a battle between the realities of Light and
darkness, Good and evil, God and Satan and
not between subjective Eastern mysticism
implied by �the FORCE.�

It is a battle that is waged with the Cross
and not with light sabers, with humility and
holiness and not with droids and supernatu-
ral powers of levitation.

The Good News is that this battle has
been waged and won by Jesus Christ and
not by a Hollywood guru masquerading in
computer-generated virgin-birth robes.

An ancient proverb says: �When smash-
ing idols, save the pedestals, they�ll be used
again.� The Book of Ecclesiastes says, �There
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Ionian Village

Name ______________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________

City, State, Zip ______________________________________________

Phone ______________________________________________________
Mail this form to: Ionian Village, 8-10 East 79th Street, New York, NY 10021.
Or contact us at: Phone (212) 570-3534, E-mail ionianvillage@goarch.org
Ionian Village is a program of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America

Ionian Village

Friendships and Memories that last a lifetime!
At Ionian Village this year!

Please check the program you are interested in:
____ Summer Travel Camp, Ages 12-15 � June 28 - July 17
____ Byzantine Venture, Ages 16-18  � July 25 - August 12
____ Byzantine Venture, Optional Trip to Constantinople � Departs July 20
____ Spiritual Odyssey, Young Adults 19 and older � July 11-26

Celebrating 30 Years

529

$279-329
OCT-DEC

T he theme for our Conference is
�Stand fast in one Spirit with one
Mind striving side by side for the

faith of the Gospel.� (Phil. 1:27). I chose this
theme because it is imperative that clergy
and laity throughout the Archdiocese �strive
side by side� as our Church enters the third
millennium. It is imperative that �in one
spirit, and with one mind� we effectively plan
for the future of our Archdiocese, our Dio-
cese, our institutions and our parishes. I
share with you my concern that we have
allowed ourselves to get sidetracked. We
have �lost the forest for the trees.� We cer-
tainly have not been investing enough of our
time in considering �the weightier matters
of the law.� I believe our future will depend
on our willingness and ability to address the
ever changing pastoral reality in our com-
munities. It will especially depend on
whether we accept the challenge to under-
take an effective missionary outreach in this
country. This can only be accomplished if
we are united in purpose, if we �strive side
by side�, as St. Paul says.

In the past, many of you have heard me
describing our Church in America as a Triune
reality. Just as we believe in one God in three
persons � Father, Son and Holy Spirit, in
the same manner we must also understand
our Church in America through the Trinitarian
image � Archdiocese, Diocese and Parish.
Just as we cannot conceive of God the Son
or Holy Spirit in any way separated from God
the Father (even though they have their own
hypostasies), in the same manner, our indi-
vidual parishes can never think of themselves
as separate from their Diocese or Archdio-
cese, even though they have their own par-
ticularity. Father, Son and Holy Spirit are one.
Archdiocese, Diocese and Parishes are one.
The Diocese cannot function independently
from the Archdiocese, nor the local parish
from the Diocese. At the same time, the Arch-
diocese would not exist without its parishes
and Dioceses.

The unity of our Archdiocese, its ad-
ministrative structure and how it is governed
has been an ongoing subject of interest. For
years now, there has been extensive discus-
sion, both within the Eparchial Synod and
among clergy and laity throughout America
concerning the efficacy of the present Char-
ter and Uniform Parish Regulations. The
belief that these texts need to be revised so
that they reflect our theology and tradition
is universal. I am happy to inform you that a
special committee will begin this study and
propose appropriate revisions. I prayerfully
hope that the new charter which will be sub-
mitted to the Ecumenical Patriarchate for fi-
nal ratification, will respect and reflect the
centuries old Orthodox ecclesiastical and ad-
ministrative order. Once and for all, the
uncanonical articles and concepts in the
present charter must be deleted.

I look for the new charter to provide
for a united Archdiocese with strong national
programs, presided by the Archbishop as
President of the Holy Synod and Exarch of
the Ecumenical Patriarchate. I also believe
that the Holy Synod must be a collegial, func-
tioning body. The Metropolitans must be co-
responsible for every aspect of the adminis-
tration of the Archdiocese. The role of the
Archdiocesan Council must be better clari-
fied. Presently it is defined as a consultative
body, yet it exercises legislative authority
between the biennial clergy-laity congresses.
The roles and responsibilities of the Dioc-
esan Assemblies and Diocesan Councils
must also be detailed. I believe that we can
learn much from the system currently in use
in the Archdiocese of Crete which has a func-
tioning synod of Metropolitan Bishops,

chaired by an Archbishop elected by the
Ecumenical Patriarchate. I believe our Arch-
diocese has matured and is ready to adopt
such a system.

It is the unity of the Church, the Body
of Christ that must be paramount in our
minds.

We have spent far too much time in
controversy and confrontation, ignoring the
admonition St. Paul addressed to the
Corinthians. Listen carefully:

�I appeal to you brethren by the name
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree
and that there be no dissension among you,
but that you be united in the same mind
and judgement.� (1 Cor. 1-11)

L isten again to St. Paul: �Each of
you says, �I belong to Paul� or �I
belong to Apollos,� or �I belong

to Cephas�, or �I belong to Christ.� Is Christ
divided? Was Paul crucified for you?� (1 Cor.
1, 12-14). In my 25 years of service to this
Church, I have not seen such dissension,
such enmity, such suspicion, such distrust.
And it has to stop.

It is regrettable that some laymen, in-
fluenced by the politics of their corporate
board rooms, have brought to the Church a
secular, unecclesial mindset, foreign to the
genuine Orthodox spirit which must imbue
the administration of the life of our Church.
Power plays in the board rooms of America
have no place in the Archdiocese of America.
�Might does not make right� in the Church.
The Church is not a business. Its bottom
line does not appear on a financial statement.
The Church is the Body of Christ. The
Church�s bottom line (its calling) is to save
lives. A Church leader must not be looked
upon as the CEO of a business corporation,
but the EPISCOPOS � the overseer of the
life of the Church.The Episkopos or Archi-
episkopos is the father and shepherd of the
flock. He hears the voices and concerns of
the clergy and laity who comprise the Body
of Christ. His decisions reflect the conscious-
ness of the Church. They are faithful to Holy
Tradition and responsive to the spiritual
welfare of the flock entrusted to his

What do we do as individuals if we
don�t agree with decisions taken on the par-
ish or Diocesan level? Do we withhold our
financial support? Do we join an existing
para-ecclesial group or establish one of our
own? This new phenomenon for our Church
in America is potentially catastrophic. People
shouldn�t resort to such groups to have their
voices heard. We must solve our problems
within the Church.

What role do Bishops, Priests and lay-
men play in the life of the Church? Will we
ever understand what St. Paul taught to the
Corinthians, �There are varieties of service,
but the same Lord....to each is given the
manifestation of the Spirit for the common
good. Are all apostles? Are all prophets, are
all teachers?� Everyone should contribute
the particular talents he has received from
God for the good of the Church. Everyone
has a role to play in the life of the Church,
but not the same role. Not everyone can be
the Archbishop or the Metropolitan.

The point is that we must examine our-
selves and refocus on the future. We need to
go forward as a united Church to face the
challenges and opportunities available to
Orthodoxy in America at the beginning of the
third millennium. We need to channel our
efforts, our resources and talents to the fu-
ture development of our Church. The con-
troversies, the bickering, the enmity and dis-
trust, most importantly the apathy, must stop.
�A house divided against itself cannot stand.�
We must go forward united in purpose.

Following is a condensation of the Keynote Address of Metropolitan Meth-
odios to the Clergy-Laity Conference of the Diocese of Boston, Saturday, June 5,
1999. The full text of Metropolitan Methodios� address can be read on the internet
at http://boston.goarch.org/speeches/clergylaity.html

�United in the Same Mind and Judgement�



ORTHODOX OBSERVER JUNE  1999PAGE 22

is nothing new under the sun.�
For all it�s hype, for the new advances

in computer animation, for the multiplicity
of special effects, the religious ideas touted
in Star Wars and it�s newest edition the
Phantom Menace are not new.

They are as old as religious thought it-
self. The god which George Lucas worships
and is evidently expounded in his films might
be compared to the unknown god that was
glorified in the Athenian pantheon. It is the
god about which St. Paul evangelized on the
steps of the Areopagus (Acts 17:22).

Like Athens, our contemporary society
is littered with scads of gods from which
one may freely choose. The only difference
is that the ancient altar has been replaced
with the cinematic screen.

This is not spirituality for a new age. It�s
an old and tired way of thinking rearing it�s
ugly and pathetic head again. The pedestals
that once displayed the idols of the ancient
world today display the phantom menace.

The next generation will fashion a new
likeness to take it�s place.

Our God is the God of Truth! This is the
catechism that we must proclaim to our youth
. . . a generation seeking answers to impor-
tant life questions . . . a generation with a
genuine thirst for knowledge of the divine.

�This is eternal life, that they may know
You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ
whom You have sent� (John 17:3). He is not
the unknown god of George Lucas or the
reletivized force of our pop culture.

The God of Orthodox Christianity knows
and is known by His followers (John 17).

There is an inner need to know . . . to
know the One who can help us escape evil . .
. avoid turning our lives towards the dark side.

This is what is missing in the Phantom
Menace, the Truth about our Lord and Sav-
ior Jesus Christ! Perhaps this is why so many
leave the theaters across the nation, the
secular sanctuaries of the new Age cat-
echism, with a �let-down� feeling. They
came seeking answers to life�s important
questions. What they found instead was
merely a menacing phantom!

Fr. Marangos is director of the Arch-
diocese Department of Religious Education

Home� is ready for occupancy. It can easily
house three priests (a fourth could be added
with the double occupancy of one of the
larger bedrooms). Because this is a private,
Church-operated residence having five or
less non-related adults, we can operate im-
mediately.

The Future
The intent is to be able to keep and take

care of these priests from the moment they
arrive. What does this mean? We know
about the aging process. Indeed, each of us
lives it on a daily basis. We understand fu-
ture health concerns. As a result, the long-
range plan is to have an assisted-living resi-
dence and nursing facility in close proxim-
ity to the �Chrysostom Home.�

There us an existing large stone structure

that will be renovated and expanded as a Re-
treat House (The St. Gregory Retreat House).

Of the 100 double-occupancy rooms
being planned, 20 will be equipped with
handicap accessibility, call buttons, wider
doors, etc. as needed for nursing care.

As a priest ages and becomes in need
of more services, we will be equipped, pre-
pared and ready. This facility will have a
commercial kitchen, dining hall and all
amenities as appropriate. The campus pres-
ently has a dental clinic/medical office near-
ing completion. This facility will be available
to our retirees.

Conclusion
The dream becomes a reality when one

sees the entire picture. Much thought has been
put into this and there is much confidence in
knowing that this is the right thing to do and
that it is the will of God for His servants.

ST. BASIL ACADEMY
from page 10

Manatos of Manatos & Manatos Inc., Den-
nis Mehiel; Panicos Papanicolaou of the
Cyprus Federation of America; John Sitilides
of the Western Policy Center; Chris
Tomaras, SAE-North and South America
Region; and Savas Tsivicos, AHIPAC.

His Eminence organized and hosted the
day-long meeting to bring together Greek
and Cypriot American community leaders
in a cooperative and collegial setting.

In his address to the gathering, the Arch-
bishop discussed the ongoing division of
Cyprus, the crisis in Serbia and the Balkans,
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew�s visit to
Greece and relations between the Church in
America and Greece, the future of Greek lan-
guage education in the United States, con-
tinuing improvements in relations between
the Greek and Jewish communities, and the
Archdiocese�s increasingly active role in
Washington and at the United Nations.

On Serbia and the Balkans, Archbishop
Spyridon told the gathering, �As leaders and
organizations representing the interests of
the Greek Orthodox community, we need
to assess the damage that has been done to
our causes and find ways to counteract it.
We need to get our message out more sub-
stantively to the broader American culture.
We need to challenge the stereotypes be-
ing fostered in the mass media about Balkan
and Eastern European Christians and set the
record straight.�

On relations with Greece following his
recent visit, the Archbishop said, �I am happy
to report that the Greek Orthodox Church
in America is highly valued and esteemed
in Greece. There was great openness ex-
pressed for building bridges of communi-
cation and cooperation.�

He also told the participants that the

STAR WARS
from page 20

HALO MEETING
from page 1 objective sought through the conference �is

not a single voice on any given issue, but a
chorus of our many voices into one harmo-
nious message. The variety and the multi-
plicity of our efforts can only be ultimately
successful if we stand together in solidarity
of purpose.�

Other speakers included the ambassa-
dors, Mr. Athens, Mr. Rallis, Dr. Limberakis
and Theodore Spyropoulos of the Hellenic
American National Council.

Participants also discussed specific con-
cerns and ideas relating to the Greek Ameri-
can community.

The conference centered on three ma-
jor themes: the essential unity of vision for
the advancement of Hellenic causes in the
American cultural context enjoyed by the
diverse groups and organizations that make
up the Greek community in America; in-
creasing communication through a monthly
written briefing to major Greek American
organizations highlighting details that relate
to their social, political and religious inter-
ests as Greek Americans; and, lastly, that
HALO will coordinate an effort to link local
parishes directly to their elected officials on
a national level. HALO will facilitate bring-
ing elected officials into their constituent
Greek American communities for direct,
personal encounters.

Archbishop Spyridon expressed his en-
thusiasm for the three main points that rep-
resented the general consensus of HALO�s
meeting.

�This second meeting�has been most
productive for the common concerns that
we all share,� His Eminence said. �We have
affirmed our unity and solidarity as a com-
munity. We have explored new ways and
means of sharing information and perspec-
tives on the issues that matter most to us.

And we have decided as a body to further
establish our bonds through a reasonable
and inclusive structure.�

In his closing remaks, His Eminence
said that �As Archbishop of America, it is
my sincere desire to see all the members of
our community work in unison. Affirming

the diversity of voices in our community,
we seek to blend these voices into a mes-
sage of unity and solidarity for the causes of
Orthodox Christianity, the good estate of our
Ecumenical Patriarchate, the integrity of
Greece and Cyprus, and the pursuit of peace,
justice, security, and reconciliation.�
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R ETIRED CLERGY

Name: _________________________________________________
Address:________________________________________________
City, State, Zip:___________________________________________
Phone:_________________________________________________

IONIAN VILLAGE � 8 East 79th Street, New York, NY 10021
or call us at: (212) 570-3534 � Email: ionianvillage@goarch.org

Please send me information on Spiritual Odyssey:

Travel to Greece
and Constantinople with the
Spiritual Odyssey program
of Ionian Village !
July 11 - 26, 1999

� Spiritual Odyssey is a summer travel program for young adults ages 19 and
older. You will experience the faith, culture and heritage of Greece, while
making friendships and memories that will last a lifetime.

� The highlight of the trip is an audience with His All Holiness Ecumenical
Patriarch Bartholomew in Constantinople and a tour of the Patriarchate and
the Byzantine monuments of the city.

YOUNG ADULTS

VISIT OUR WEBSITE: www.ionianvillage.org

�Anything is better than nothing!�
A young reporter interviewed an eld-

erly man on his 99th birthday. As he was
about to leave, he said, �I hope to see you
again, sir, on your 100th birthday.�

by Fr Nicholas L. Vieron

It�s Never Too Late or Too Early To Exercise

The old gentleman replied, �I can�t see
any reason why you shouldn�t, young  man.
You  look healthy  enough to me.�

There is only one thing better than start-
ing to exercise when you are a senior, and
that is to begin when you are young!  We
assume  all young people exercise. Many
do not.  Young priests,  who think because
of  their heavy  work load or family duties
don�t have enough time to exercise, are
doing themselves  and  their  loved
ones a disservice.

However, let�s get back to
our age group. After all, this
is a column about the �Re-
tired Clergy!�

It�s  never too late to get
started on a fitness program.
Doctors and fitness experts
say getting active can help a
person become more limber, it
can sometimes help decrease joint
pain, it helps with balance and can help
slow the onset of osteoporosis.

You�ll feel better, and exercise can help
you remain independent longer. It might also
help you reach 100 so you can invite that
young  reporter  back!

An older person doesn�t have to be-
come an athlete to benefit themselves.

Dr. Gregory Gerber, medical director
of rehabilitation services for a Health Part-
ners, says, �A relatively small amount of re-
sistance (training) can help with posture and
the ability to walk short distances. Exercise
does not have to be painful.�

The following comments are para-
phrased (plagiarized, really!) from a article I
read some time ago.

It spoke about an elderly lady  who was
90 years old when she began taking a yoga
class once a week. She has been doing that
for six years. At night, she adapts some of
the movements while lying in bed.

�I�ve always been sedentary,� said  the
90 year old  who spends every Wednesday
shopping on her own and getting her hair
done. �Yoga is gentle, and even though I
wasn�t athletic, just the motion of it has kept
me supple.�

Exercise is important even if you�re

physically challenged - if you�re in a wheel-
chair, have arthritis, have suffered a stroke,
have osteoporosis.

We hear a lot of people say,  �I�m 93. I
deserve to just sit in my apartment and do
nothing,� But on the other hand, they worry
about falls. They don�t see that they have a
responsibility for keeping themselves in shape.

We older folks sometimes have a fear
of starting a workout program. Sometimes
we�re intimidated by going into a  exercise
club; we see all those slim bodies �flying�
around. We�re embarrassed  to place our
bodies next to theirs.

We don�t have to. We are certainly not
competing with them. First, let�s just enjoy
the �view� of the beautiful people, then, let�s

also enjoy the fellowship. Young people
are, for the most part,  polite and

gracious to older people, willing
to help. �A person shouldn�t
be afraid of a little exercise,�
says the same 90-year-old
lady. �Anything is better than
nothing!�

Some of the best exer-
cises for older adults include

walking, swimming, low-im-
pact aerobics, weight lifting,

aqua aerobics.
Tips for getting started

If you want to get started on a fitness
routine but don�t know where to begin, here
are a few suggestions:

� They all say that before starting any kind
of fitness program, you should check with your
physician. I say begin walking slowly now!
Then, if you want to get into some serious
exercise, check with your doctor.

� No matter what exercise you pick, start
slowly and progress gradually. It�s better to
start under your ability than to overdo it.

� It�s important to find an activity you
enjoy.

� If you plan to walk, start with a 10-
minute warm up that includes either slow
walking or stretching. Start with a small dis-
tance and try to work up to walking for about
20 minutes. Cool down until your heart rate
comes down to normal level.

� Check with the city recreation pro-
gram where you live. Most of them offer
classes geared toward older folks - a favor-
ite is aqua-aerobics.

Write to Fr Nicholas L. Vieron, RCA
Epistle editor Pastor Emeritus of The Annun-
ciation Church 573 N. Highland - Memphis,
TN 38122 -  (901) 323-9530 E-mail address:
nlvieron@ixlmemphis.com Trinity

Children & Family services
1-800-543-7730

www.trinitycfs.org
H O L Y   S C R I P T U R E   R E A D I N G S
JULY .......................................................

1  Th .......... 1 Cor. 3:18-23; Mt. 13:36-43
2  F ................ 1 Cor. 4:5-8; Mt. 13:44-54
3  S ................... Rom. 9:1-5; Mt. 9:18-26
4  SUN .............. Rom. 12:6-14; Mt. 9:1-8
5  M .......... 1 Cor. 5:9-6:11; Mt. 13:54-58
6  T ........... 1 Cor. 6:20-7:12; Mt. 14:1-13
7  W ...... 1 Cor. 7:12-24; Mt. 14:35-15:11
8  Th .......... 1 Cor. 7:24-35; Mt. 15:12-21
9  F ........... 1 Cor. 7:35-8:7; Mt. 15:19-31
10  S .......... Rom. 12:1-3; Mt. 10:37-11:1
11  SUN .......... Rom. 15:1-7; Mt. 9:27-35
12  M ............. 1 Cor. 9:13-18; Mt. 16:1-6
13  T ............ 1 Cor. 10:5-12; Mt. 16:6-12
14  W ....... 1 Cor. 10:12-22; Mt. 16:20-24
15  Th ... 1 Cor. 10:28-11:7; Mt. 16:24-28
16  F .......... 1 Cor. 11:8-22; Mt. 17:10-18

17  S ........... Rom. 13:1-10; Mt. 12:30-37
18  SUN ..........  Rom 6:18-23; Mt. 8:5-13
19  M .... Rom. 2:4, 5, 15-21; Mt. 12:9-13
20  T Rom. 14:9-18; Mt. 12:14-16, 22-30
21  W .......... Rom. 15:7-16; Mt. 12:38-45
22  Th .... Rom. 15:17-29; Mt. 12:46-13:3
23  F ............... Rom. 16:1-16; Mt. 13:4-9
24  S ............... Rom. 8:14-21; Mt. 9;9-13
25  SUN ........ Cor. 1:10-18; Mt. 14:14-22
26  M ...... 1 Cor. 11:31-12:6; Mt. 18:1-11
27  T ....... 1 Cor. 12:12-26; Mt. 18:18-22;

19:1, 2, 13-15
28  W ........ 1 Cor. 13:4-14:5; Mt. 20:1-16
29  Th ....... 1 Cor. 14:6-19; Mt. 20: 17-28
30  F Cor. 14:26-40; Mt. 21:12-14; 17-20
31 ................. Rom. 14:6-9; Mt. 15:32-39

DO YOU LIKE THE ORTHODOX OBSERVER?
HAVE YOU SOMETHING TO SUGGEST?
SEND US A FEW LINES...!         Fax:(212) 774-0239

e-mail : observer@goarch.org

       8 East 79th Street

New York, NY 10021
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C L A S S I F I E D  A D S
LEGAL SERVICES REAL ESTATE/BUS. MUSICIANS

GEORGE KENT�GREEK�AMERICAN�INTERNATIONAL
ORCHESTRA & ENTERTAINMENT

EXPOSÉ REQUESTED! �BOOK EARL�BOOK EARL�BOOK EARL�BOOK EARL�BOOK EARLY FOR 10% REBY FOR 10% REBY FOR 10% REBY FOR 10% REBY FOR 10% REBAAAAATE!�TE!�TE!�TE!�TE!�

CALL KENT 1-914-476-3020
or write: 118 Bolmer Ave., N.Yonkers, NY 10703-1637
Send for stereo cassette albums �Zorba� or �Athena� $11.00 for one, $20 for both to address above.

ONLY TRUST YOUR SOCIAL TO A PROVEN NAME GROUP OF FULL TIME PRO-
FESSIONAL MUSICIANS ENTERTAINERS, AT AFFORDABLE PRICES, WHO�S
ONLY BUSINESS IS MUSIC. PERFORMING AUTHENTIC GREEK MUSIC OF ALL
REGIONS, COLONIES OF GREECE. FEATURING THE �PRIME VOICE OF
GREECE...�  THE CLARINO & BOUZOUKI PLUS VOCALS. BEWARE! OF GREEK
BANDS PROMISING AMERICAN MUSIC, THEN PLAYING TAPES!  ALL OUR
MUSIC IS PERFORMED �LIVE�...OUR AMERICAN SOUNDS PURE AMERICAN,
WITH NO ACCENT!

RANGAVES PETER
SMALL DANCE BANDS
LARGE ORCHESTRAS

American � Italian � French
Greek � German � Latin

3342 Stony Point Road, Santa Rosa, CA 95407
Call Peter 707-526-1138

Dr. Kimon A. Legakis
Athens University Law SchoolUMaster of Law, Hervard Law School

Doctor of Law, Greece
UCertificate of International Law, Hague Academy of Int�l Law

Le g a l  C o n s u l t a n t

O F F I C E S

209 Garth Road

Scarsdale, N.Y. 10583

   & (914) 725-4717(914) 725-4717(914) 725-4717(914) 725-4717(914) 725-4717
Fax: (914) 725-4936

14 Nikitaras Street
Athens 106 78, Greece

& (011-301) 383-3340
& (011-302) 992-7111

Fax: (011-301)382-0838

With emphasis on: Settlement of Inheritance, Taxes, Disputed
Properties, Civil, International Family and Business Law in Greece

FOR 30 YEARS THE
ULTIMATE IN GREEK
& AMERICAN MUSIC

of NEW YORK

e-mail: Trojan888@aol.com

VACATIONS-TRAVEL

PROF. SERVICES

Leading CharLeading CharLeading CharLeading CharLeading Charterterterterter
and Tand Tand Tand Tand Tour Operour Operour Operour Operour Operaaaaatortortortortor

NOBODY CAN BEAT OUR PRICES
MAIN OFFICE: 55E. 59th Street, New York, NY 10022
Tel.: (212) 753-1100 Toll Free: (800) 223-5570

D I M I T R I O S  P A N A G O S
PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO

Web page:http://www.dimitrios.com

Å WEDDINGS Å BAPTISMS Å PORTRAITS Å NEWS Å PASSPORTS

111 Broadway (Rt. 107), Hicksville, N.Y. 11801

(516) 931-2333

36 West 44th Street � Suite 1300,
New York, NY 10036

U.S. IMMIGRATION � TAXATION
BUSINESS LAW

INTERNATIONAL TRANSACTIONS
WILLS & ESTATES

Dr. ARES D. AXIOTIS
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW

Tel.: (212) 840-3422 or (203) 255-3312

MEMBER OF N.Y. AND CT BARS

ÄÉÄÁÊÔÙÑ ÐÁÍ/ÌÉÏÕ OXFORD, ENGLAND
Ô. ËÅÊÔÙÑ ÍÏÌÏËÏÃÉÁÓ ÐÁÍ/ÌÉÏÕ CAMBRIDGE, ENGLAND

INTERNET: http://www.vali.com � Email:Music@vali.com

Featuring

Gus Vali

Tel.:201.768.9100

ÅËËÇÍÉÊÏ ÔÕÐÏÃÑÁÖÅÉÏ

40-12 Ditmars Blvd., Astoria, NY 11105
Tel.: (718) 545-2323
Fax: (718) 545-2366

ÕÐÅÕÈÕÍÏÔÇÔÁ

& ÓÙÓÔÅÓ ÔÉÌÅÓ

Ëåõêþìáôá ãéá
óõëëüãïõò êáé

êïéíüôçôåò

LETTERHEADS   ¦ LOGOS   ¦ ENVELOPES   ¦ BUSINESS CARDS
JOURNALS   ¦ MAGAZINES    ¦ BOOKS     ¦ BOOKLETS   ¦ WEDDING
INVITATIONS    ¦ SIGNS    ¦ BANNERS    ¦ COMPUTER GRAPHICS
¦ PAPER SIGNS    ¦ COLOR BROCHURES    ¦ MENUS       ¦ ADS

CAPE SOUNION AREA
Rare large hilltop parcel, 11 plus
stremata, overlooking sea and
valley. Thirty minutes from Ath-
ens airport, in area of year round
and vacation villas. Sale price
$375,000 (US) or best reason-
able offer. Serious inquiries only!
Call:(207) 282-1197

MISCELLANEOUS

WEDDINGS

STEFANA
Artistically designed and

handmade utilizing:
porcelain, leather, pearl

beads, crystal-like
flowers and silk flowers

Custom framing available

HandcrHandcrHandcrHandcrHandcraftedaftedaftedaftedafted
HeirHeirHeirHeirHeirloomsloomsloomsloomslooms

TTTTTel.& fel.& fel.& fel.& fel.& fax (781) 862-8435ax (781) 862-8435ax (781) 862-8435ax (781) 862-8435ax (781) 862-8435
Free catalog available

We Ship Anywhere

Tarpon Springs
Clearwater-Florida

Wedding and Christen-
ing items, Favors, Marti-
rika, Vaptistika, Ecclesi-
astical items.
We ship anywhere!
(718) 721-9190(718) 721-9190(718) 721-9190(718) 721-9190(718) 721-9190

KENTRIKON-NOUFARO
23-33 31 St.

Astoria, NY 11105

www.omogenia.com/kentriko-noufaro

If you are moving, please attach
your old label here ò

A N D
Ask your parish to forward your name and new

address to the Observer in order for you to continue
receiving the newspaper

I F
you move but your new home is located in the district
of the same parish, then list your new address below:

Mail this coupon to the �Orthodox Observer�
8 East 79th Street, New York, NY 10021

NAME___________________________________________
ADDRESS______________________________________
CITY___________________STATE ________ZIP_______

VERY IMPORTANT

THE OMEGA PROJECT
TAMPA FLORIDA

AMERICAS FINEST GREEK/AMERICAN BAND!
CONVENTIONS, DANCES, FESTIVALS & WEDDINGS

Call: (813) 949-3409 E-mail: omegaproject@juno.com

MOVING? NOT RECEIVING?

Vacation With Us This Summer!

AT OLOLOLOLOLYMPIA HOYMPIA HOYMPIA HOYMPIA HOYMPIA HOTELTELTELTELTEL
The only Greek hotel in the Catskill Mtns!
Fun for the whole family. Live Greek entertainment

every weekend. Greek Orthodox Church of the
Assumption only 1 mile away. Greek food festival
Fourth of July Weekend! Only 2 hrs. from NYC.

Call Despina for Details & Brochure 518-734-9510

NAPLES FLORIDA

Peter Vratsolis
Marco Beach Realty
(800) 237-8817

Grecian Gardens Rest.
FOR SALE

13yrs. in same location

(954) 568-0082 days
(954) 781-0140 evening

American Southern
Properties Inc. Realtors

Your SouthernFlorida
Real Estate Connection

Greek Spoken Fluently

THOMAS DELIS Realtor Associate

Ðùëåßôáé Ïéêïäïìéêü
Óõãêñüôçìá - ÄéáìåñéóìÜôùí
êáé Åðáããåëìáôéêþí ×þñùí
520m2 Ãéá ðëçñïöïñßåò ôçë.
ôïí ê. ÅõóôñÜôéï Ëïõêüðïõëï
(01) 4285151, (094) 650404

ÓÁÍÔÏÑÉÍÇ-ÖÇÑÁ

CALL NOW TO RESERVE ADVERTISING SPACE

Tel: (212) 570-3555 � Fax: (212)774-0239

DEMO TAPE
AVAILABLE

ATLANTIS MUSIC
NEW YORK�S FINEST ALL STAR BAND

FOR AN ELEGANT AND SUCCESSFUL EVENT

CALL TOLL FREE:
1-800-549-2134

IMMEDIATE RESULTS
IS WHAT YOU GET BY ADVERTISING IN THE

ORTHODOX OBSERVER

Tel: (212) 570-3555 � Fax: (212) 774-0239

The �Orthodox Observer� reaches more than 138,000 homes
and Greek-American communities in every corner of the
United States of America. Advertising in the �Orthodox Ob-
server� is the best way to reach this focused audience.

FOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALE

Lovely 2 bedroom, modern furnished apt. Sea front, Italian bath, kitchen, 3
balconies overlooking sea, 2nd flr, elevator, 3 story complex, gated covered
carport, 80sq. m. 2 hrs north of Athens, by Kammena Vourla. Call until
July 21 at (973) 398-1273 US, after July 22 at  (011) 30-235-3284 Greece.

AGIOS KONSTANTINOS-LOKRIDOS
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challengeYouth Ministry

Email: youthoffice@goarch.org

Hatred SAINTS AND FEASTS
St. Kalliope - June 8th

by Spiro Bobotas

W hat is it that makes the heart
 drown in anger and despair?
 What separates a person from

their relationship with other people but more
importantly with their relationship with God?

Many times we hear the word HATE, or
witness acts of hatred in our everyday bom-
bardment by the media which directly affects
our actions and feelings towards others.

Every history book and civilization
speaks of hatred, and in the evening news
we are constantly reminded of the hate
which exists in our everyday lives. Webster
defines hatred as �a strong aversion or de-
testation coupled with ill will,�. Regardless
of its formal definition, hatred itself is far
from the message that we receive in Holy
Scripture and in Christ�s commandment to
love our neighbors.

We find our true humanity in our rela-
tionship with God. The fact that we are cre-
ated in the image and likeness of God,
(meaning that we were created with the
potential to reach our destiny, being with
God) ideally has us mirror the relationship
that God has with us, and not to follow a
relationship with Satan.

Satan�s main purpose is to separate us
from God. We need to be aware as the Rev.
Father Stanley Harakas writes in Living the
Faith:The Praxis of Eastern Orthodox Ethics
that �sin and hatred are of the same nature,
for they distort our inner being and call upon
inner dispositions which �murder� the hu-
man qualities within us.�

Many times we are placed in a position
that tears at our minds and hearts and that
goes against our most basic thought of de-
cency or self-image. We are hurt by an act
or series of acts, which makes us feel be-
trayed, vulnerable, but most of all angered.

In turn, these feelings may continue to
decay our inner selves; turning one away from
good and towards evil. This constant decay
may turn into malevolence crossing from a
negative attitude to the desire to harm or de-
stroy.  Fr. Harakas states that this malevolence

does not only restrict itself to humans but to
ideas, faiths, races, society and politics.

If these feelings are not put in check,
they may turn from feelings to obsessions.
We need only to look back in history to see
what effect this has had in Nazi Germany,
the Middle East and in America�s South  in
the 1960�s.

How can we safeguard ourselves from
allowing hate to enter into the depths of our
humanity? How can we keep from turning cold
and vengeful, allowing for the hate crimes that
we so often read about? What can we do when
we find ourselves full of hate?

St. Maximos the Confessor stated, �But
I say to you, said the Lord, love your en-
emies; do good to them that hate you; pray
for them that abuse you. (Matthew 5:44)
Why did He command this? That He might
grant you the greatest of all possessions,
perfect charity - which cannot be had ex-
cept by the man who loves all men equally
in imitation of God who loves all men equally
and wills them to be saved and to come to
the knowledge of truth.�

In short, we need to be able to find a
way to exchange hatred for love. This seems
like a very difficult if not a confusing request.
How do we return good for evil?

A beginning would be to relate our en-
emy not only to ourselves but also to God
and to His love. If we take a step to pray for
our enemy, resisting any temptation to get
revenge, we may be on the proper road.

In Luke 6:35 we read, �But love your
enemies, and do good, and lend expecting
nothing in return; and your reward will be
great, and you will be the sons of the Most
High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and
the selfish.� It is not enough, to not hate
your enemy, but one needs to care for their
welfare and well being as well. This selfless
kind of love imitates the love of Christ.

Hatred removes us from our true Chris-
tian ability to be with God. Forgiveness plays
a major role in avoiding this sin. It is only
through forgiving our enemies that we can
be forgiven ourselves. If we can truly for-
give and forget, we are on a road to true
Christian living.

Kalliope lived in
the third century dur-
ing the reign of Em-
peror Decius, an ex-
tremely cruel and vi-
cious persecutor of
Christians. Kalliope
was a beautiful
twenty-one year old
woman who had
many men proposing
marriage to her. One
man, a pagan, decided
to blackmail her into
marriage. He threat-
ened to tell the local
authorities that she
was a Christian if she
were to reject him,
which would result in
her death. Kalliope
gave him her answer:

ChallengeChallengeChallengeChallengeChallenge is the youth supplement to the
Orthodox Observer a service of

the Department of Youth & Young Adult
Ministries.
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Natalie Kulukundis
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8 East 79th Street,New York, N.Y.  10021

FROM THE CHURCH FATHERS TO US
�A great influence is exercised on the

child by frequently taking him to Church, by
having him kiss the holy Cross, the Gospel,
the icons, and by covering him with the veils.

Likewise, at home frequently placing him
under the icons, frequently signing him with
the sign of the Cross, sprinkling him with holy
water, the burning of incense, making the sign
of the Cross over his cradle, his food, and
everything connected with him, the blessing

 The Apostles

Andrew � Bartholomew � James � James � John � Judas � Mathew �
Peter � Philip � Simon� Thaddeus � Thomas

Submitted by the Diocese of Denver

What Do You Think About...?
D to 17-year-old teen pop sensa-

tion Britney Spears for selling
her body through her music, and

wearing provocative clothing and promot-
ing child pornography in the April issue of
Rolling Stone magazine. She should no
longer be considered a role model for young
girls like she once was.

C to the new boy band N-Sync
for being great role models for
teens, by being positive, clean

cut, and keeping their morals, values and
religious beliefs as they grow in popularity.

Upcoming YAL Events

Challenging Word Search

of a priest, the bringing into the house of icons
from Church, the services of intercession  -
and in general everything from the Church,
in a wondrous way warms and nourishes the
life of grace in the child and is always the
most safe and impenetrable protection
against the attacks of the invisible dark pow-
ers who everywhere are ready to penetrate
into the developing soul so as to infect it by
their activity.� - St. Theophan the Recluse

Pan Orthodox Youth
Workers Confrence

Moral & Ethical Issues Confronting
Orthodox Youth

November 19-21, 1999
Sponsored by: Greek Orthodox Archdiocese
of America Antiochian Orthodox Christian
Archdiocese Orthodox Church in America
Antiochian Village Heritage & Learning Cen-
ter, Ligonier, Pa. For further information
contact:212-570-3560 or e-mail
youthoffice@goarch.org

SPECIAL EVENTS

Spiritual Odyssey
Travel to Greece with other Young Adults
ages 19 and older July 11 - 26, 1999 De-
tails: (212) 570-3534

The Fast of the Holy Apostles be-
gins on the Monday after All Saints�
Sunday (the Sunday following Pente-
cost) and lasts until June 29, the Feast
of the Apostles Peter and Paul.

The Fast of
the Holy Apostles

She would never marry a man like him who
opposed the Christian virtues.

This pagan man had her arrested. He
spread nasty rumors about her in town and
made up false accusations against her, such
as treason against the state and mockery of
the pagan faith. He even paid people to falsely
testify against her. In court, he came forward

and offered to drop the
charges if she would
marry him, but Kalliope
immediately refused to
give in to him or to the
court. She proudly
declared that she was
a Christian, and that the
entire trial was a joke.
The judge sentenced
her to torture and ex-
ecution.

In the public
square, soldiers bru-
tally whipped and
beat Kalliope. They in-
tentionally scarred her
beautiful face with
branding irons, and
then poured salt over
the wounds. She was
repeatedly asked if

she would deny her faith, and each time she
summoned what physical strength she had
left to answer an emphatic �No!� Kalliope,
the fearless young woman who had the per-
sonal courage to face the temptations of evil
and overcome them victoriously by speak-
ing and acting straight from her heart, found
her reward in Heaven on June 8th.
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More than 1,000 JOY kids
and Goyans from 21 parishes
in the Archdiocese District en-
tered the 21st annual Archdio-
cese Olympics held Memorial
Day weekend at the State Uni-
versity of New York at Stony
Brook on Long Island.

Goyans competed in 21 cat-
egories. JOY kids took part in
nine categories.

A total of 1,031 children, a
little more than last year�s num-
ber, came together in a spirit of
fellowship under sunny skies
and warm temperatures.

His Eminence Archbishop
Spyridon attended and partici-
pated in many activities
awarded medals and greeted
children and adults.

GOLD MEDAL WINNERS IN ALL GOYA EVENTS
BOARD GAMES

Backgammon - Kostas Iliopoulos, St. Demetrios-Astoria
Checkers - Dino Rentoulis, Prophet Elias-Yonkers
Chess - Mihalis Zannettis, St. Demetrios-Astoria

FIELD EVENTS
High Jump � Jr. Boys - Bobby Gamelas, Assumption-Port Jefferson;
Sr. Boys - Louie Dimitrakakis, Holy Trinity-Hicksville; Jr. Girls - Toni
Kokolakis, Assumption-Port Jefferson;  Sr. Girls - Maria Drakos, St.
Demetrios-Merrick
Long Jump � Jr. Boys - Nick Godosis, Holy Trinity-Hicksville; Sr. Boys
- Louie Dimitrakakis, Holy Trinity-Hicksville; Jr. Girls - Katerina
Phillipou, Archangel Michael-Roslyn; Sr. Girls - Angela Martino, Arch-
angel Michael-Roslyn
Shot Put � Jr. Boys - Bobby Gamelas, Assumption-Port Jefferson; Sr.
Boys - Louie Dimitrakakis, Holy Trinity-Hicksville; Jr. Girls - Vivi
Sourgoutsis, St. Demetrios-Merrick;  Sr. Girls - Diana Pagonis, St.
Demetrios-Jamaica
Softball Throw � Jr. Girls - Kallie Koroneos, Holy Trinity-Hicksville;
Sr. Girls - Chloe Kontogiannis, Resurrection-Glen Cove
Tennis � Girls - Jaime Christoforou, St. Paraskevi-Greenlawn; Boys -
Philip Buluaitan, Archangel Michael-Roslyn

SWIMMING EVENTS
100 meter � Jr. Girls - Anastasia Bitis, St. Demetrios-Astoria; Sr. Girls
- Denise Thomas, Holy Trinity-Staten Island; Jr. Boys - Mike Moshos,
St. Paul-Hempstead; Sr. Boys - Socrates Papazoglou, St. Paraskevi-
Greenlawn
50 meter � Junior Girls - Anastasia Bitis, St. Demetrios-Astoria; Sr.
Girls - Denise Thomas Holy Trinity-Staten Island; Jr. Boys - Mike
Moshos, St. Paul-Hempstead; Sr. Boys - Socrates Papazoglou, St.
Paraskevi-Greenlawn
Team Relays � Jr. Girls - St. Paraskevi-Greenlawn; Sr. Girls - St. Johns-
Blue Point; Jr. Boys - St. Johns-Blue Point; Sr. Boys - St. Paul Hempstead
Team Soccer � Girls - Holy Trinity-Staten Island; Boys - St. Demetrios-
Astoria
Co-ed Team Softball � St. Paul Hempstead
Team Volleyball � Boys - St. John�s-Blue Point; Girls- St. John�s Point

TRACK EVENTS
440 � Jr. Girls - Kallie Koroneos, Holy Trinity-Hicksville; Sr. Girls -
Georgeta Teodorescu, St. Demetrios-Jamaica; Jr. Boys - James Jimas,
St. Paraskevi-Greenlawn; Sr. Boys - Constantine Possas, St. Paul-
Hempstead
880 � Jr. Girls - Georgia Giannopoulos, St. Paul-Hempstead; Sr. Girls
- Georgeta Teodorescu, St. Demetrios-Jamaica; Jr. Boys - James Jimas,
St. Paraskevi-Greenlawn; Sr. Boys - Constantine Possas, St. Paul-
Hempstead
1 Mile � Jr. Girls - Lambrini Mavromatis, Zoodohos Peghe-Bronx; Sr.
Girls - Andrea Orfanos, Zoodohos Peghe-Bronx; Jr. Boys - Andre
Tsavaris, St. Paraskevi-Greenlawn; Sr. Boys - Sava Savvides, Resur-
rection-Glen Cove

Archdiocese 21st Olympics Marks Another Successful Year

220 Yd Dash � Jr. Girls - Katerina Philippou,  Archangel Michael-
Roslyn; Sr. Girls - Angela Martino, Archangel Michael-Roslyn; Jr. Boys
- Angelo Giannakas, St. John�s-Blue Point; Sr. Boys - Chris Karanicolas,
St. John�s-Blue Point
50 Yd Dash � Jr. Girls - Toni Kokolakis, Assumption-Pt. Jefferson; Sr.
Girls - Sophia Traitses, Sts. Constantine & Helen, West Nyack; Jr.
Boys - Angelo Giannakas, St. John�s-Blue Point; Sr. Boys - Louie
Dimitrakakis, Holy Trinity-Hicksville
5K Run � Jr. Girls - Marietta Bennett,  Sts. Constantine & Helen, West
Nyack; Sr. Girls - Lynda Day, St. Demetrios-Astoria; Jr. Boys - Bobby
Karounos, St. Paul-Hempstead; Sr. Boys -  Tom Bouklis, Zoodohos
Peghe-Bronx
Team Relays � Jr. Girls - Assumption-Port Jefferson; Sr. Girls - Arch-
angel Michael-Roslyn; Jr. Boys - St. Paul-Hempstead; Sr. Boys - St.
John�s-Blue Point

GOLD MEDAL WINNERS IN THE JOY EVENTS ARE AS FOLLOWS:
BOARD GAMES

Backgammon � Alexis Tsibros, Holy Trinity - Staten Island
Checkers � Krissy Anderson, St. Paul�s - Hempstead
Chess � Stephan Ramerini, St. Paraskevi - Greenlawn

FIELD EVENTS
Softball Throw � Girls (ages 7-8) - Alexandra Foukalas, Archangel
Michael-Roslyn; (9-10) Andrea Leontiou, Holy Trinity-New Rochelle;
(11-12) Stephanie Pamboukis, St. Paul�s-Hempstead; Boys (ages 7-
8) - Christopher Carlucci, St. Paraskevi-Greenlawn; (9-10) John Livanos,
Holy Trinity-New Rochelle; (11-12) Nick Trikounakis, Prophet Elias-
Yonkers
Standing Broad Jump � Girls (ages 7-8) - Joanna Constantinou, St.
Paul�s-Hempstead; (9-10) Maria Loizos, St. Paul�s-Hempstead; (11-
12) Christina Constantinou, St. Paul�s-Hempstead; Boys (ages 7-8)
Phil Artemou, Holy Trinity-Hicksville; (9-10) Socrates Gramenos, Holy
Trinity-Staten Island; (11-12) Elias Thanopoulos, St. Paul�s-Hempstead
Individual Basketball � Girls (ages 7-8) - Georgia Vasilakos, St. John�s-
Blue Point; (9/10) Calliope Iakovou, Archangel Michael-Roslyn; (11/12)
Chryssa Golding, St. Demetrios-Merrick; Boys (ages 7-8) Dean Katsionis,
St. Nicholas-Babylon; (9/10) Billy Kefalos, Holy Trinity-Hicksville; (11-
12) Nicholas Kolosikas, Metamorphosis-Corona Soccer
Boys (ages 7-9) - Metamorphosis-Corona; (10-12) St. Demetrios-
Astoria; Girls (ages 7-9) St. Paul�s Hempstead; (10-12) St. Paul�s
Hempstead

TRACK
50 Yd Dash � Girls (ages 7-8) Katie Bakas, Church of Our Savior-Rye;
(9-10) Nicole Kouskalis, St. Nicholas-Babylon; (11-12) Nicole Metakis,
Resurrection-Glen Cove; Boys (ages 7-8) - Andrew Artemou, Holy
Trinity-Hicksville; (9-10) -George Despotopoulos, Metamorphosis-
Corona; (11-12) Nicholas Trikounakis, Prophet Elias-Yonkers
Team Relays � Girls (ages 7-8) - St. Paraskevi-Greenlawn; (11/12) St.
Paul�s Hempstead; Boys (ages 7-8) St. Demetrios-Astoria; (age groups
9-10 and 11-12) Metamorphosis-Corona.

GOLD MEDAL WINNERS

DASHING DOWN the track in the Boys 7-8-year-old division, it�s a �dead heat.�

INTENSE CONCENTRATION highlighted the
board game events for the more cerebral
Olympians, which included chess, checkers
and backgammon.

STEPHANIE PAMBOUKIS of St. Paul-
Hempstead displays her winning form in
the JOY girls softball throw event. She won
the gold medal with a toss of 116 feet.

A MEMBER of the Holy Cross-St. Nicholas-
Staten Island girls soccer team chases the
ball out of bounds in a tough game against
the St. John-Blue Point girls.

HOLY CROSS-Whitestone vs. Resurrection
Church-Glen Cove was one of several
exciting GOYA co-ed softball games going
on at the Olympics. The eventual first place
winner was St. Paul�s-Hempstead.

(left)
ST. �D� vs. ST. �D� -
Boys from St.
Demetrios churches
in Jamaica and
Merrick battle at
the net. Merrick,
last year�s gold
medal winner,
advanced to the
finals and won the
silver medal.

ARCHBISHOP SPYRIDON bestowed medals on Nicole
Kouskalis of St. Nicholas-Babylon, Christina LaRusso of
Archangel Michael-Roslyn Heights, and Eva
Constantinou, Holy Trinity-Hicksville, the top finishers
in the 50-yard dash 9-10 year-old-girls division.

HIS EMINENCE plays an informal soccer game at the Olympics
D.Panagos

Orthodox Observer photos
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This summer

tell your kids

to go and take a hike...

This summer

tell your kids

to go and take a hike...

and swim,

and meet new friends,

and learn about their faith,

and have a great time

and swim,

and meet new friends,

and learn about their faith,

and have a great time

at Camp Good

        Shepherd

ST. BASIL ACADEMY

at Camp Good

        Shepherd

ST. BASIL ACADEMY

Ages: 8-16 � July 25-August 1 � $245 per camper

Mail this form to: Archdiocesan Youth Office, 8 East 79th Street, New York, NY 10021.
Or contact:  George Hazlaris (212) 774-0296 or Fr. Costas Sitaras (914) 424-3500
If you would like to be a counselor please contact George Hazlaris (212) 774-0296

Camp Good Shepherd is a
Summer Youth Program of
the Archdiocesan District
Youth Off ice.  Camp Good
Shepherd offers the young
people  of  our d iocese a
great opportunity to meet
new friends, share fun times
and grow in their Orthodox
faith while enjoying all the
beauty and warmth of sce-
nic St. Basil Academy on the
banks of the Hudson River.

eventsPEOPLE&

FR. VILLIS, flanked by Frs. Nicholas Triantafilou and
Ambrosios Zografos, listens to Archbishop Spyridon�s
exhortation.

Orthodox Observer

Archbishop Spyridon raps on the front door of Panaghia Church in Island Park, N.Y., at
consecration ceremonies on June 4. His Eminence was assisted by Fr. Nicholas Retselas
and several other clergy. Hundreds of parishioners and faithful from neighboring
communities attended. The new church building was recently completed and is adjacent
to the former church.

RYE, N.Y. � Archdeacon Elias Villis
was ordained to the priesthood by
Archbishop Spyridon at the Church of
Our Savior on Pentecost Sunday with
hundreds of parishioners, family mem-
bers and well-wishers in attendance.

Fr. Elias will start his ministry at
the Rye Church on July 1, as its pastor.

He served as Archdeacon of the
Archbishop the past two years.

Fr. Elias was born in Chicago and
raised in Justice, Ill. He is a graduate of
Hellenic College and Holy Cross School
of Theology, where he was involved in
the prison ministry and campus minis-
try programs and served as director of
the Boston Diocese Camp.

Prior to his appointment as the
Archbishop�s deacon, Fr. Elias served
as Boston Diocese youth director.

Among those taking part in the or-
dination and Divine Liturgy were sev-
eral clergy, including Metropolitan Silas
of Saranta Ecclesion, Bishop Vikentios
of Apameia, Archdiocese Chancellor Fr.
George Passias, Fr. Nicholas Trian-

Archdeacon Villis Ordained to Priesthood on Pentecost

WITH FAMILY members (from left) sister, Dina; father, George; Presbytera Melanie
and daughter, Anastacia Rose; mother Anastacia; and in-laws, Presbytera Diane
and Fr. Nick Triantafilou.

D. Panagos

tafilou, Fr. Mark Arey, Fr. Gabriel Karambis, Fr. Evangelos
Kourounis, Fr. Philemon Sevastiades, Fr. Constantine Sitaras,
St. Basil Academy executive director and outgoing pastor of

gratitude to Archbishop Spyridon for the opportunity to serve
him, and to other clergy who inspired him to enter the priest-
hood, including his father-in-law, Fr. Nicholas Triantafilou,
and to his presbytera, Melanie, for her support and for en-
during her �alone time,� while he traveled extensively with
His Eminence.

A reception followed in the parish hall. During one
poignant moment, Fr. Theodore Baglaneas, the former pas-
tor who served Church of Our Savior more than 20 years
and had retired after suffering a stroke,  greeted Fr. Elias
from his wheelchair.

Church of Our Savior; Fr. Ambrosios Zografos of Korea, Fr.
John Heropoulos, Fr. Alexander Leondis and others.

During his ordination speech, Fr. Elias expressed his

Leadership 100

D. Panagos

Church consecration

HIS EMINENCE with George Kokalis and Metropolitan Anthony at their meeting to certify
that this year�s Leadership 100 grants meet criteria for the National Ministies priorities.
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VISIT www.spiritworksministries.com
for other items related to our Orthodox faith,  or call for a free catalog

THE FUTURE OF THE

GREEK LANGUAGE AND CULTURE

IN THE UNITED STATES

SURVIVAL IN THE DIASPORA

A REPORT FROM THE ARCHBISHOP�S COMMISSION
ON GREEK LANGUAGE AND HELLENIC CULTURE

For a FREE COPY of this report
Call toll-free (877) 774-0215

This report can also be read at www. goarch.org/goa/diaspora


