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NEW YORK - Archbishop Spyri-
don attended a special meeting Feb.
26 with UN Secretary General Kofi
Annan relating to the Kosovo issue
on behalf of the Appeal of Con-
science Foundation.

His Eminence Confers with UN Secretary on Kosovo

L ast month�s Sunday of Orthodoxy ban-
quet of the Order of St. Andrew the
Apostle provided the forum for Hellenic

culture to reach out to that of the Jewish.
In what can be described as one of the

most significant events in Archons� history,
the Order presented its Patriarch Athena-
goras Humanitarian Award to Nobel Peace
Prize Laureate Elie Wiesel, a survivor of the
Nazi death camp at Auschwitz during World
War II who went on to become, in the words
of the Archons� National Commander Dr.
Anthony J. Limberakis, �the world�s fore-
most spokesman for human rights today.�

Professor Wiesel, a faculty member of
the Boston University Department of Reli-
gion and Department of Philosophy, has
been a visiting scholar at Yale, a Distin-
guished Professor of Judaic Studies at City
University of New York, the author of more
than 40 books and the recipient of numer-
ous other honors, including the Congres-
sional Gold Medal and the rank of Grand
Officer of the French Legion of Honor.

In his address, Professor Wiesel
touched on the similarities between Hellenic
and Jewish cultures and expressed the de-
sire that both groups develop more contacts.

He reminisced that, as a young boy in
his native Romania, he was frightened of
priests because of distrust and prejudice in
history between Christians and Jews, but
that events in his life had broadened his
perspective. �We should not be afraid of the
stranger,� Wiesel said, warning of the dan-
gers of anti-Semitism and xenophobia. �We
are indeed all children of Abraham.�

Professor Wiesel observed that upon
his invitation by the Archons to receive the
award, he realized that �I�ve never done
anything for you ... I didn�t know much
about you� and that, despite receiving faxes
from some who urged him not to attend, he
felt the need to return the respect that had

Archbishop Presents Archons Award to Elie Wiesel

been shown to him by the Archons.
�There was no way for me not to be

with you tonight,� he declared. �The world
is changing and the forces of destruction are
very powerful. We must oppose them to-
gether.�

He continued, �What threatens the next
millennium is hatred,� which he called �a
contagious poisoning.�

In relating his experience at Auschwitz,
Professor Wiesel said that, for him, the real
test of survival came after the war when he,
and 400 other children with him in the camp
had nowhere to go.

He said that, given their circumstances,

NEW YORK � Archdiocesan Council
members learned of progress in several ar-
eas of the Archdiocese at their spring meet-
ing Feb. 26.

Proceedings began with an address
from Archbishop Spyridon in which he urged
unity in the face of persecution and
politicization of the church by certain groups
and individuals (complete text, pages 8-9).

�It seems that even though we live in
the most free and open and wealthy society
on the face of the earth � without any fear
whatsoever of persecution or reprisal � we
are facing the prospect of persecution from
within, from our own brothers and sisters
in Christ,� the Archbishop said. �Can it be
that the success of our communities from
coast to coast , the success of the good,
decent, hardworking Greek Orthodox
people of America is to be sacrificed on the
altar of human ego and ambition.�

He also praised the accomplishments
and success of the National Ministries of the
Archdiocese over the past two years and
urged the council to �find the courage and
resolve to conduct our ministries in this great
Archdiocese with the honesty and love that
will turn the hearts of our brothers and sis-
ters back to the communion of His love and
mercy.�

In their two-day sessions, Council
members heard reports from Bishop George
of Komanon on the new Public Affairs and
Legislative Unit, George Chelpon on fi-
nances, Fr. Mark Arey on Communications,
Fr. Philemon Sevastiades on Print and Digi-
tal Media, Fr. Frank Marangos on Religious
Education, Fr. Charles J. Joanides on Inter-
Faith Marriage, John Mavroudis on legal
matters, Fr. Damaskinos V. Ganas on Hel-
lenic College/Holy Cross, and Fr.
Constantine Sitaras

In his report, Bishop George said the
duties of his new position include handling
relations with the U.S. government, repre-
senting the Archdiocese on all national and
international matters that touch upon the
Church�s life and ministry, providing a voice
for the Archdiocese when it comes to perti-
nent public policy issues, advancing the
church�s mission by influencing policy de-
cisions on issues that include human rights,
religious freedom, the Ecumenical Patriarch-
ate, Cyprus, Middle East Peace, Balkan situ-
ation and social issues such as abortion,
euthanasia and capital punishment.

The bishop also spoke of plans for
meetings between high government officials
and the Archbishop and efforts to strengthen
relationships with other Orthodox jurisdic-
tions with regarding common causes.

In his Financial report, acting Director
George Chelpon said he was �very please
that targets set for total commitment last
year have been met.�

He noted that targets for major gifts and

See KOSOVO page 2 See ARCH. COUNCIL page 2

Archdiocesan Council
Holds Spring Meeting

�We should have turned into nihilists, he-
donists or egotists, but not one single crimi-
nal case� resulted from among their group.

Archbishop Spyridon afterward com-
mented in his reflections on Wiesel�s expe-
riences from the holocaust that he �brought
forth from the fires of hell a vision of hu-
manity.� (see full text on p. 6)

Prior to Wiesel�s introduction, the au-
dience was shown a video produced by the
Archdiocese Office of Television Ministry on
highlights of Wiesel�s life.

The Archons banquet at the New York

ARCHBISHOP SPYRIDON presents the Athenagoras Award to Professor Wiesel as Archons
National Commander Dr. Anthony Limberakis looks on.

D. Panagos

HIS EMINENCE with UN Secretary General Kofi Annan and
Rabbi Schneier.

D. Panagos

Kosovo: Conference on Peace and
Tolerance, scheduled for this month
in Vienna.

The conference, sponsored by
the Appeal of Conscience Founda-
tion with the cooperation of the Aus-
trian government, is designed to
bring together members of all the
faith communities represented in the
Kosovo regional conflict.

The meeting with Secretary
Annan was part of preparations for
this conference.

Commenting on the meeting,
Archbishop Spyridon said, �I am
deeply committed to the cause of
peace and justice in the nations and
territories of the former Yugoslavia.
As Orthodox Christians, we have a
duty to lend every effort and energy
we can, both in prayer and positive

 �I am deeply committed to the
cause of peace and justice in the

nations and territories of the
former Yugoslavia.�

His Eminence, along with Ap-
peal of Conscience Foundation Presi-
dent Rabbi Arthur Schneier, Arch-
bishop Barsamian of the Armenian
Church, and a representative from
the Muslim community, attended a
private meeting with Secretary
Annan to discuss the upcoming in-
ternational conference titled,

See ARCHONS AWARD, page 2

PLEASE WATCH FOR A SPECIAL EDITION OF THE ORTHODOX OBSERVER
containing detailed reports on the internal operations and finances of the Archdiocese.
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Inside

unrestricted contributions exceeded fourfold
what had been budgeted and a result of two
major gifts - the Conclin Estate and Gylfolyle
property in Detroit.

Other highlights include a commitment
for 1999 of a $1.3 to $1.4 million dollars for
unrestricted gifts from another estate.

Mr. Chelpon also reported that the op-
erations budget was approximately $1 mil-
lion over but that more than $500,000 in
benefits of health insurance, unemployment
disability etc. is to be reallocated and allo-
cated to the budgeted departments and that
�the largest contributing factor of being over
is legal fees;� approximately $780,000 in
1998 with a budget of $25,000.

�Active litigation are mostly covered by
insurance and we hopefully will not have
the same activities with legal fees in 1999,�
Mr. Chelpon said.

He added that �the financial restraints
are the most stringent that they have ever
been in the history of this institution.�

Archdiocesan Council Holds Spring Meeting
Fr. Arey reported on the addition of an

office of Correspondence to his department.
He noted that the Archdiocese receives an
average of 15,000 pieces of mail in a three-
month period and prepares about 2,500 re-
sponses.

He also introduced the new Greek
press officer, Athena Krikelli, who will be
responsible for dealing with Greek news
media in this country and in Greece. He
noted there is �a tremendous interest in
Greece in the affairs of the Greek Orthodox
Church in America.�

Fr. Sevastiades discussed the activities
of the new Department of Print and Digital
Media, including the establishment of four
press divisions to publish various books and
other works.

These include Holy Cross Orthodox
Press, the pre-eminent scholarly press of the
Church; Cappadocia Press, which will pro-
duce works for commercial book stores;
Theologia Press, that will handle Orthodox
works in translation; and Spirit Works Press,
that will publish works of interest to Ortho-
dox Christians that are not necessarily writ-
ten by Orthodox authors.

Fr. Sevastiades also noted that the
Internet Ministries website has grown to
18,000 pages and the department is in the
process of streamlining the site.

Mr. Mavroudis reported that he has
spent 1,500 hours over the past 18 months
in legal work for the Archdiocese and that
currently there are 17 different active cases
under way.

Fr. Marangos discussed the Religious
Education Department�s five-year strategic
plan and the educational initiatives that are
being pursued

�We have many financial, legal and ad-
ministrative  concerns  can side track us -
but the bottom line our responsibility as
Greek Orthodox Christians is to have a re-
lationship with Jesus Christ and share with
others,� Fr. Marangos said.

He said the Religious Education Depart-
ment encourages parishes to equip the faith-
ful with a solid foundation in the Church�s
liturgical life, holy tradition - including scrip-
ture - writings of the Ecumenical Council and
the Canons, the Patristic witness, its theo-
logical heritage and theology.

Fr. Marangos reported on several work-
shops he has conducted around the coun-
try as well as  leadership training and meet-
ings with parish councils, Archons, Leader-
ship 100 and Philoptochos presidents.

He also noted the success of the reli-
gious education web site.

Fr. Joanides discussed the ongoing re-
search he has been doing on inter-faith mar-
riages. Fr. Ganas and Fr. Sitaras reported on
the progress at their respective institutions.

actions, to a unified, interfaith effort toward
ending the violence in Kosovo. We must
support our Orthodox brothers and sisters
in that long-suffering region in every way
we can, and we must encourage them to-
ward finding a peaceful coexistence with
their neighbors. Our experience in the di-
verse cultural context of the United States
can be a helpful guide to others learning how
to live in multicultural contexts.�

Archbishop Michael, primate of the
Greek Orthodox Church of Austria, an
Eparchy of the Ecumenical Patriarchate like
the Holy Archdiocese of America, will rep-
resent Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew at
the conference.

Archbishop Spyridon is an Appeal of
Conscience Foundation trustee and has been
invited by Rabbi Schneier to attend the
Vienna conference in that capacity.

Hilton featured several prominent guests
who offered greetings, including U.S. Sen.
Charles E. Schumer of New York, Congress-
man Ben Gilman of New York, New Jersey
Gov. Christine Todd Whitman, Consul Gen-
eral of Greece Haralambos Manessis,
Cyprus Ambassador to the U.N. Sotirios
Zackheos and New York City Public Advo-
cate Mark Green.

Also speaking was author Yolanda
Avram Willis, a Greek Jew, who recounted
her experiences during World War II when
several Greek Orthodox families in Athens

Fr. Philemon SEVASTIADES discusses the plans for the newly created Department of
Print and Digital Media, which he heads.

D. Panagos

from page 1

PHILOPTOCHOS NATIONAL President Eva Condakes concludes her address at the
organization�s national board meeting.

and Crete hid her family and herself from
the Nazis. She praised the efforts of Arch-
bishop Damaskinos of Greece, the bishops
of Zakynthos and Corinth, and others in
Volos and Athens who risked their own lives
to protect the Jews.

The program included the introduction
of the new Archon candidates who were to
be invested on the Sunday of Orthodoxy at
Holy Trinity Cathedral (story on page 3).
(Note: Professor Wiesel�s acceptance speech will
be published in the next regular edition of the
Observer) KOSOVO

from page 1

Archons Athenagoras Award to Elie Wiesel
from page 1

ARCHBISHOP SPYRIDON with Elie Wiesel just before the Archons Banquet.

D. Panagos

D. Panagos
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The Holy Eparchial Synod of the Holy
Archdiocese of America held its regularly
scheduled meeting today, February 25,
1999, under the presidency of His Eminence
Archbishop Spyridon.

In accordance with the agenda, the Holy
Eparchial Synod was concerned with, among
other things, the following: the preparation of
the ballots for the three candidates to be
elected for each vacant Diocesan See (New
Jersey, Atlanta and Detroit), an examination
of the issues submitted by the Metropolitans
at the last meeting of the Holy Eparchial Synod,
an examination of issues of a canonical char-
acter, a study of the issue of the stewardship
of the communities, and an examination of
the relationship of the Hierarchy and the Press.

Three candidates were prepared for
each Diocesan See, which will be submit-
ted as soon as possible to the Ecumenical
Patriarchate for further action.

There was a confirmation of the signifi-
cant progress made in the examination of
the issues submitted by the Metropolitans.
Specifically, the Holy Eparchial Synod ex-

Communiqué of the Holy Eparchial Synod NEW YORK � Thirty-four new Archons
were invested at the Order of St. Andrew
the Apostles� annual Sunday of Orthodoxy
weekend event, Feb. 27-28.

Several represented the Carpatho-Rus-
sian Orthodox Diocese, which is under the
jurisdiction of the Greek Orthodox Archdio-
cese.

New Archons are as follows: John
Bartholomew, Lincolnwood, Ill.; Carl
Cantonis, Fullerton, Calif.; Gus Cherevas,
Flushing, N.Y.; George Danis, Redding, Mass.

Harry Demas, Naples, Fla.; David M.
Dutko, Binghamton, N.Y.; Eustace Frederick,
Bluefield, W.Va.; Gary Grysiak, Monroeville,
Pa.; Stephen E. Hall, Upper Marlboro, Mass.

John Charles Hrapchak, Columbia,
Md.; Stratos Inglesis, Potomac, Md.; Stamati
Karlopoulos, Annandale, N.J.; Michael
Kunart, Johnson City, N.Y.; John Malatras,
Charlotte, N.C.

Louis Mihalko III, Johnstown, Pa.;

34 Join Order of St. Andrew the Apostle

Daniel John Mucisko, Piscataway, N.J.;
Athanasios Noulas, Brooklyn, N.Y.; Judge
Nicholas Papadakos, Pittsburgh; William
Jesse Oldham, Windber, Pa.; Foti Pa-
pamichael, Little Neck, N.Y.

Lee Rallis, Denver; Pericles Rizopoulos,
Bronx, N.Y.; Nicholas J. Shevchenko, Perth
Amboy, N.J.; George Andrew Smisko, Perth
Amboy, N.J.; Michael Andrew Smisko,
Edison, N.J.

Raymond Eugene Speicher, Warren,
Ohio; George Tenet, Washington; Dr. Wil-
liam Tenet, Manhasset, N.Y.; George Tita,
Koppel, Pa; Andreas Tzakis, Lincolnwood,
Ill.; Peter Venetis, New York.

Dimitri Ververelli, Blue Bell, Pa.; Nicho-
las Vourlas, Norfolk, Va.; and Peter G. Lagen,
Chicago.

After their investiture at Holy Trinity
Archdiocesan Cathedral on Sunday, the new
members joined many of their senior Ar-
chons in the Procession of Icons service.

Y oung adult volunteers from New
York, New Jersey, Connecticut
and sometimes Pennsylvania

travel to the campus of St. Basil Academy
monthly to be with the students in a varia-
tion of a traditional Big Brother/Big Sister
mentoring program.

YOUNG ADULTS from the New York Metropolitan Area spend
a recent Saturday with children of St. Basil.

Another Way to Help St. Basil Academy

by Clio Alexiades

Volunteers commit to these regular vis-
its to help build a reliable relationship with
these kids.

Volunteers are responsible for organiz-
ing the day�s activities and for sponsoring
any related costs. In the past, monthly events
have also been supported by the New York
and New Jersey YAL chapters, and the Ca-
thedral Fellowship.

Past activities have included ice skat-
ing, obstacle course races, soccer clinics,
basketball games, craft projects, cooking/
baking and tulip bulb planting.

Many people already help St. Basil Acad-
emy with their generous financial contribu-
tions. Volunteering there, however, gives one
an opportunity to be a steward in a different
way, by sharing your Orthodox Christian love
and traditions with the children.

The next visit is scheduled for March
20. Contact Clio Alexiades at (212) 769-1089
or clio@yahoo.com if you are interested in
becoming part of this monthly Diakonia pro-
gram. An orientation session is required for
all new volunteers.

St. Basil Academy is a national not-for-
profit philanthropic center of the Greek Or-
thodox Archdiocese which provides love,
shelter, food, education, protection and a

�home away from home�
to children from broken
homes, children of chroni-
cally ill or destitute par-
ents or children who are
orphans. The Academy�s
mission is to facilitate
shelter, protection, love
and education in youth so
they grow up to be
healthy, wholesome, well-
rounded Orthodox Chris-
tians, as well as produc-
tive members of society
with vision and hope. St.
Basil Academy is located
about 50 miles north of
New York City in Garri-
son, N.Y., on a bluff over-
looking the Hudson River
and West Point Academy.
The property was ac-
quired by the Philop-
tochos Society in 1944
and currently encom-
passes 200 wooded acres
and 29 buildings.

This special place
was named after St. Basil,
considered one of the
greatest philanthropists of
the Church. The Philop-
tochos Society provides a

Orthodox Observer

NEW YORK � Archbishop
Spyridon welcomed U.S. Rep. Donald
Payne, (D-NJ), a member of the House
International Relations Committee to
the Archdiocese, on March 5.

Congressman Payne and His Emi-
nence discussed several issues of mu-
tual concern, including the reopening
of the Theological School of Halki, the
return of the Elgin Marbles to Greece,
and the ongoing Cyprus issue. Further,
they discussed other international is-
sues including Kosovo and the general
crisis in the Balkans.

Congressman Payne said, �I intend
to bring to the Congress my concerns
regarding the issues of the Elgin
(Parthenon) Marbles, Halki, and
Cyprus.  It is necessary also that pres-
sures be exerted on Turkey and Great
Britain, as well as the friends of Greece
and Cyprus. �

The Archbishop later remarked
that �Congressman Payne has been a
friend to the Greek Orthodox commu-
nity for many years. His continuing in-
terest in the particular affairs of human
and religious rights that affect Greek
Orthodox People around the world
should be encouraging to us all. I look
forward to an ongoing working relation-
ship with him in the future.�

Congressman Payne
Visits Archdiocese

substantial amount of the annual budget,
along with allocations from the Archdiocese
and donations from many Orthodox Chris-
tian stewards and organizations.

Fr. Costas Sitaras is the newly-ap-

pointed director and Anastasia Magrini,
MSW, ACSW, is the assistant director.

For more information about the Acad-
emy, or to arrange a visit, please call the
Academy directly at (914) 424-3500.

NEW ARCHONS of the Order of St. Andrew the Apostle.
D. Panagos

pressed its satisfaction with the cessation
of certain legal actions and the disposition
of Leadership 100.

Concerning the issue of the steward-
ship offerings of the communities, there was
a recommendation for the relevant oversight
of the Metropolitans.

Insofar as the relations of the Hierar-
chy and the Press are concerned, it was de-
cided to renew the position that was ex-
pressed in a special (joint) encyclical in the
past, that  the Hierarchy does not identify
with any lay or �para-ecclesiastical� organi-
zation and, consequently, does not approve
their utilization by any such organization.

The meeting began and ended with
prayer. Before the commencement of their
synodical work, a Trisagion was chanted for
the repose of the recently deceased former
Bishop of Detroit, Timothy, who had been
a member of the Holy Eparchial Synod.

DISTINGUISHED GUESTS and members of the Dais prior to the start of the banquet.
D. Panagos
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Editor�s note: �Meet the Staff� is a
new regular feature of the Observer high-
lighting members of the Archdiocese staff
whose behind-the-scenes efforts make
for a better Archdiocese.

Meet
the

Staff

KATIE CARLAFTES

P A P A L O I Z O S  P U B L I C A T I O N S

We accept VISA, MASTERCARD, PERSONAL CHECKS & MONEY ORDERS.
Card # ___________________________________________ Exp. date:___/ ____
SEND TO: (Street number, please. We ship UPS)      Check here for free catalogue   ¾
Name:______________________________________Phone:_________________
Address: __________________________________________________________
City:___________________________State:_____________Zip:_______________
WRITE TO: PAPALOIZOS PUBLICATIONS    Tel:(301) 593-0652
11720 Auth Lane, Silver Spring, MD.20902 Fax: (301) 681-3390
Also available Textbooks for Elementary School, grades 1-7, and auxiliary books.

BOOKS (Adult level) Price  Qty. Amount
Modern Greek, Part 1
Workbook for Modern Greek, part 1
Cassete tapes for part 1 (set of 8, in Album)
Modern Greek, Part II
Workbook  for Modern Greek, Part II
Cassette tapes for Part II (set of 6)
Grammar of Modern Greek, with workbook
333 Greek Verbs, fully conjugated, 400 pp.
Learning Greek through Conversation
Cassette tepes for Learning Greek (set of 8)
3400 Greek Words flash cards (spiral bound)
Basic Greek Conversation
Cassette tapes for Basic Greek (set of 6)

                       SUBTOTAL
Postage $4.25 first set, 0.25 each additional book

TOTAL

15.00
5.00

32.00
13.00
5.00

26.00
12.00
18.00
12.00
30.00
12.00
8.00

24.00

We have been teaching Americans Greek since 1957! � visit us at: www.papaloizos.com

L e a r n  G r e e k  T h e  E a s y  W a y

Position: Executive secretary for
Department of Registry and secretary
of the New Jersey Diocese office.

Duties: processing official docu-
ments for Archdiocese District and New
Jersey Diocese, including wedding li-
censes and certificates, birth and death
certificates, chrismation certificates;
maintain all such records on file; assist
with ecclesiastical divorces

Years at Archdiocese: 25
What do you like best about your

job? �The people. Everyday is a new
learning experience.�

How does the individual Church
member benefit from your work?

We provide correct information and
forms on request and help calm people�s
anxieties in ecclesiastical divorce
procedings.

What are your concerns: Seeing
that my kids get settled, and for peace
in the world.

Age: 64
Family: three  sons, ranging in age

from 36 to 41.
Residence: Douglaston, Queens,

N.Y.
Education: Greek American Institute

in the Bronx, and local high school.
Hobbies: poetry writing.
Other interests: Theater, the arts,

�and I love to read.�

a r c h D I O C E S E  N E W S

During Great and Holy Lent, the Greek
Orthodox Archdiocese of America will be
facilitating live broadcasts of the Divine Ser-
vices of Lent from the Church of the Holy
Cross in Belmont, California.

Live broadcasts are available from both
the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America
web site at: http://www.goarch.org/live.html
or from the Church of the Holy Cross web
site at: http://www.goholycross.org

The live Internet broadcasts of Lenten
liturgical services are an attempt to minister
to those who, for good reason, are unable
to attend Church services.

The live Internet broadcasts of these
Divine Services are being made possible by
the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of Ame-
rica�s Department of Internet Ministries in
conjunction with Holy Cross Greek Ortho-
dox Church in Belmont, CA.

Below is a complete schedule of live
Lenten services that will be broadcast via
the Internet. Please note that all times are
listed in eastern standard time.

MARCH
Friday 19: Pre-Sanctified Liturgy 12 PM/
Salutations to the Virgin Mary 10PM
Saturday 20: Great Vespers 8:30PM
Sunday 21: Morning Matins 12 PM / Di-
vine Liturgy 1PM

Live Broadcast Schedule Of Lenten Services
http://www.goarch.org/live.html

H O L Y   S C R I P T U R E   R E A D I N G S
APRIL .................

1 Th ... Is. 65:8-16; Gen. 43:26-31, 45:1-
16; Prov. 21:23-22:4

2  F ........ Is. 65:8-16; Gen. 46:1-7; Prov.
23:15-24:5

3  S ....... Heb. 12:28-13:8; John 11:1-45
4  SUN ............ Phil. 4:4-9; John 12:1-8;

(evening) Mt. 21:18-43
5  MEx. 1:1-20, Job 1:1-12; Mt. 24:3-35;

(evening) Matt. 22:15-23, 39
6  T .Ex. 2:5-10, Job 1:13-22; Mt. 24:36-

26:2; (evening) John 12:17-50
7  W ..Ex. 2:11-22, Job 2:1-10; Mt. 26:6-

16; (evening) Luke 22:1-39
8  Th .. 1 Cor. 11:23-32; Mt. 26:1-20, Jn.

13:3-17; Mt. 6:21-39; Lk. 22:43-45; Mt.
26:40-27:2

9  F ..... 1 Cor. 1:18-2:2; Mt. 27:1-38, Lk.
23:39-43, Mt. 27:39-54, Jn. 19:31-37;
Mt. 27:55-61; (eve) Ezek. 37:1-14, 1

Cor. 5:6-8; Gal. 3:13-14; Mt. 27:62-66

10  S .............. Rom. 6:3-11; Mt. 28:1-20
11  SUN ........... Acts 1:1-8; John 1:1-17
12  M ....... 1:12-17, 21-26; John 1:18-28
13  T ............ Acts 2:14-21; Lk. 24:12-35
14  W ............. Acts 2:22-36; Jn. 1:35-51
15  Th .............. Acts 2:38-43; Jn. 3:1-15
16  FPhil. 2:5-11; Lk. 10:38-42, 11:27-28
17  S .............. Acts 3:11-16; Jn. 3:22-33
18  SUN ...... Acts 5:12-20; Jn. 20:19-31
19  M ............... Acts 3:19-26; Jn. 2:1-11
20 .................... Acts 4:1-10; Jn. 3:16-21
21  W ............. Acts 4:13-22; Jn. 5:17-24
22  Th ............ Acts 4:23-31; Jn. 5:24-30
23  F ............... Acts 5:1-11; Jn. 5:30-6:2
24  S .............. Acts 5:21-33; Jn. 6:14-27
25  SUN ...... Acts 6:1-7; Mk. 15:43-16:8
26  M .............. Acts 6:8-7:5; Jn. 4:46-54
27  T ................ Acts 8:5-17; Jn. 6:27-33
28  W ............. Acts 8:18-25; Jn. 6:35-39
29  Th ............ Acts 8:26-39; Jn. 6:40-44
30  F ........... Acts 8:40-9:19; Jn. 6:48-54

Monday 22: Great Compline 10PM
Thursday 25: The Annunciation, Morning
Matins 12 PM / Divine Liturgy 1PM
Friday 26: Pre-Sanctified Liturgy 12 PM-
Akathist Hymns 10PM
Saturday 27: Great Vespers 8:30PM
Sunday 28: Morning Matins 12 PM / Di-
vine Liturgy 1PM
Monday 29: Great Compline 10PM
Wednesday 31: Pre-Sanctified Liturgy 10PM
APRIL
Saturday 3: Saturday of Lazarus, Matins 8AM
/ Divine Liturgy 12 PM / Great Vespers
8:30PM
Sunday 4: Morning Matins 12 PM / Divine
Liturgy 1PM / Service of the Bridegroom
10PM
Monday 5: Service of the Bridegroom 10PM
Tuesday 6: Service of the Bridegroom 10PM
Wednesday 7: Liturgy of the Pre-Sanctified
Gifts 10AM / Sacrament of Holy Unction
6PM / Sacrament of Holy Unction 10PM
Thursday 8: Liturgy of St. Basil 12 PM / Ser-
vice of the Holy Passion 10PM
Friday 9: Vigil of the Royal Hours 8:30AM /
Vespers � Decent from the Cross 3PM /
Service of the Lamentations 10PM
Saturday 10: Divine Liturgy NOON
Sunday: EASTER SUNDAY / Resurrection
Matins 2AM / Divine Liturgy 3AM / Agape
Service 2PM

Goyans visit
Several Baltimore-area Goyans under the direction of Fr. Constantine Moralis of
Annunciation Cathedral visited Archdiocese headquarters in New York on March 4 and
had an audience with Archbishop Spyridon.

D. Panagos

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Please send me ______ copies of �Popular Greek Recipes� at $10.95 plus $1.75
postage and handling for each copy. (Total $12.70 each)
Enclosed you will find $ ________ for this order
Name ________________________________________________________
Address_______________________________________________________
City__________________________ State _________ Zip Code __________

GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH OF THE HOLY TRINITY PHILOPTOCHOS SOCIETY

�

Cook sliced onions and seasoning in olive oil until soft.
Add water and bring to a boil. Drain beans, add to onions, and
cook over low heat for 15 minutes. Add artichokes and lemon
juice, and cook 5 minutes longer to blend flavors.

An Attractive Collection of Recipes
ARTICHOKES AND FAVA BEANS

(Aginares me Koukia)

4 tablespoons olive oil
1/2 cup sliced onions
Chopped dill & parsley
1 teaspoon salt, Pepper

1/2 cup water
1 can large lima beans
1 can cooked artichokes
Juice of 1 lemon

30 Race Street, Charleston, South Carolina 29403
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READ AND SPEAK LANGUAGE LESSONS ON CDROM
GREEK LANGUAGE LESSONS IN ONE CDROM

by George Balanis PhD, MBA
and Toula Balanis AA � AnoTek, Inc.

WRITE TO: AnoTek/G. Balanis 2349 Hill Street, Santa Monica, CA 90405
Tel: (310)450-5027   �  Fax: (310)450-0867  � Email: georgeb@anotek.com

Also avai lable in books i l lustrated with ful l  color pictures.

VISIT: http://www.anotek.com Þëéïò         öüñåìá
 sun dress

If you want to learn Greek quickly and easily, our CDROM courses are for you.
Our Read and Speak Greek CDROM will teach you the Greek language taught in Greek schools today.  This
course covers 6 years of school and teaches Reading, Vocabulary, Pronunciation and Phonetics, Grammar
and Sentence Generation. You will learn the Structure of the Greek language and how it differs from the struc-
ture of English. The new software version (Ver. 2.0) improves the previous version and adds female voice,
more grammar and more dialogs.

� Read and Speak Greek CDROM Ver. 2.0 (6-year course Greek font included) $75.00

A GREATA GREATA GREATA GREATA GREAT

ANYTIMEANYTIMEANYTIMEANYTIMEANYTIME
GIFTGIFTGIFTGIFTGIFT

Üëïãï             ðüëç
horse    city

Our Read and Speak English  CDROM teaches English to Greek speaking people. The course teaches Pro-
nunciation, Vocabulary, Reading and the Basics of Grammar equivalent to about two years of school. All instruc-
tions are in Greek.

 We accept VISA, M/C, AMEX, DISCOVER, CHECKS & MONEY ORDER q Check Box for free catalog

� Read and Speak English CDROM-Step 1 (2-year course Greek font included) $50.00

Card #______________________________________________  Exp. Date: _______/ _____
Product: ________________________________________ X ____ Total $:_______________
Name: ______________________________________________  Phone: _______________
Address:___________________________________________________________________
City __________________________________________ State________ Zip ______________
Your E-mail: ________________________________________________________________

ORDER FORM:   (Please put street and number.  We ship UPS)

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Religious Education Climate Survey

Second of three parts

Preschool: 181 parishes 3,195 students
Kindergarten: 160 parishes 2,187 students
First Grade: 179 parishes 2,003 students
Second Grade: 155 parishes 2,364 students
Third Grade: 160 parishes 1,897 students
Fourth Grade: 158 parishes 1,848 students
Fifth Grade: 158 parishes 1,630 students
Sixth Grade: 154 parishes 1,533 students
Seventh Grade: 138 parishes 1,276 students
Eighth Grade: 130 parishes 1,160 students
Ninth Grade: 114 parishes    947 students
Tenth Grade: 98 parishes    720 students
Eleventh Grade: 82 parishes    663 students
Twelfth Grade: 78 parishes    521 students
Total Number of Students...................21,944 students

TABLE 7: Number of Students by Grade LevelData concerning Sunday
School enrollment is perhaps one
of the most important portions of
the RECS, as it creates a bench-
mark for future Archdiocesan as-
sessments.  Table 7 reports the
current number of students by
grade level.

One can quickly see from a
careful review of Table 7 that as
grade levels increase, student en-
rollment unfortunately decreases.
The following is a detailed break-
down of each grade level: Of the
233 parishes that responded to the
survey:

� 181 acknowledge that they
conduct preschool classes. Total children per class ranges from one 36. Sixty-

seven percent of the parishes have fewer
than 10 students per class. Eight percent
have more than 20.

� 114 offer ninth grade. Total number
of ninth grade students is 947. The mean
average class is nine. The number of chil-
dren per class ranges from one 36. Seventy-
one percent of the parishes have fewer than
10 students per class.  Seven percent have
more than (20.

� 98 have 10th grade classes. Total num-
ber of students is 720. The mean average
class is eight. The number of children per
class ranges from one 24. Seventy-one per-
cent of the parishes have fewer than 10 stu-
dents per class. Six percent have more than
20.

� 82 conduct 11th grade classes. Total
number of students is 663. The mean aver-
age class is eight. The number of children
per class ranges from one 34. Seventy-two
percent of the parishes have fewer than 10
students per class. Six percent have more
than 20 students in class.

� 78 parishes  hold 12th grade classes.
Total number of students is 521. The mean
average of a class is seven. The number of
children per class ranges from one 33. Sev-
enty-nine percent of parishes have fewer
than 10 students per class. Eight percent
have more than 20 students. The data shows
that many of our churches do not have
enough children to offer individual grades.
As a result, they combine two grades. Table
8 reports the number of students in these
combined classes.

number of preschool children is 3,195. The
mean average of a preschool class is 16. The
number of children ranges from one 99 per
parish. Forty-five percent of the parishes
have fewer than 10 children in class. Thirty
percent have more than 20 students in class.

� 160 acknowledge that they conduct
Kindergarten classes. The total number of
Kindergarten students is 2,187. The mean
average for a kindergarten class is 12. The
number of children ranges from one 43 per
parish. Forty-eight percent of the parishes
have fewer than 10 children in class. Twenty
percent have more than 20 in class.

� 179 acknowledge that they conduct
first grade classes. Total number of first
grade students is 2,003. The mean average
of a first grade class is 11.The number of
children ranges from one to 50 per parish.
Fifty-six percent of parishes have fewer than
10 children in class. Nineteen percent of par-
ishes have more than 20 students in class.

� 155 report that they hold second
grade classes. Total number of second grade
students is 2,364. The mean average of a
second grade class is 13. The number of
children ranges from one to 54 per parish.
Fifty-two percent of parishes have fewer than
10 students per class. Nineteen percent of
parishes have more than 20 in class.

� 160 conduct third grade classes. To-
tal number of third grade students is 1,897.
The mean average third grade class is 11.
The number of children ranges from one 51
per parish. Fifty-five percent of parishes have
fewer than 10 students per class.  Sixteen
percent have more than 20 students.

� 158 offer fourth grade classes. Total
number of fourth grade students is 1,848.
Mean average of a fourth grade class is 11.
The number of children ranges from one 51.
Fifty-five percent of parishes have fewer than
10 students per class. Fifteen percent have
more than 20 students.

� 158 conduct fifth grade classes. To-
tal number of fifth grade students is 1,630.
The mean average of a fifth grade class is
10. The number of children ranges from one
(1) to 50. Sixty-three percent of parishes
have fewer than 10 students per class.
Twelve percent of the parishes have more
than 20 students.

� 154 offer sixth grade classes. Total
number of sixth grade students is 1,533. The
mean average sixth grade class is 10. The
number of children ranges from one to 40.
Sixty-three percent of the parishes have
fewer than 10 students per class. Twelve per-
cent have more than 20.

� 138 hold seventh grade classes. To-
tal number of seventh grade students is
1,276. The mean average of a class is nine.
The number of children ranges from one to
40. Sixty-five percent of parishes have fewer
than 10 students per class.  Nine percent
have more than 20.

� 130 conduct eighth grade classes. The
total number of 1,160. Mean average of an
eighth grade class is nine. The number of

Pre - K   9 93
Grades 1-2 15 208
Grades 2-3   6 52
Grades 3-4 14 201
Grades 5-6 15 179
Grades 7-8 16 182
Grades 9-12 39 803

TABLE 8: Students in Combined Classes
Number

of Students
Grade
Level

Number
of Parishes

There are more than 58 parishes with
small Sunday School enrollment who com-
bine the grades. Combinations ranges from
three to six  grades in one class. There are
3,078 students involved in grade combina-
tions in the parishes reporting.

Table 9 reports the breakdown of
catechetical instructors and aides.  It is sig-
nificant that women comprise more than two-
thirds (2/3) of all instructors and aides.

Female Instructors: 2,219 65%
Female Aides: 544 16%
Male Instructors: 494 14%
Male Aides: 161   5%
Total 3,418 100%

TABLE 9: Number of Parish Catechetical
Instructors and Aides

ÍÅÁ ÕÏÑÊÇ - ÁÈÇÍÁ
ÊÁÔ� ÅÕÈÅÉÁÍ ÐÔÇÓÅÉÓ ×ÙÑÉÓ ÓÔÁÈÌÏ ÌÅ ÊÁÍÏÍÉÊÁ ÄÑÏÌÏËÏÃÉÁ

699$
AÍÏÉÎÇ-ÖÈÉÍÏÐÙÑÏ

1 Áðñéëßïõ-10 Éïõíßïõ
1 Óåðôåìâñßïõ-31 Ïêôùâñßïõ

+Tax 799$
ÊÁËÏÊÁÉÑÉ

+Tax

ÅÉÄÉÊÅÓ ÔÉÌÅÓ ÊÁÉ ÁÐÏ ÁËËÅÓ ÐÏËÅÉÓ � ÐÁÉÄÉÁ 2-11 ÅÔÙÍ ÐËÇÑÙÍÏÕÍ 25% ËÉÃÏÔÅÑÏ

11 Éïõíßïõ-31 Áõãïýóôïõ

$690
$795
$738
$750
$756
$769
$785
$802
$802
$837
$851
$853
$867
$887
$892
$925

Boston
Philadelphia
Baltimore
Washington
Cleveland/Pittsburgh
Atlanta/Detroit
Chicago
Ft. Lauderdale/Miami
Dallas/Houston
Raleigh/Durham/Orlando/Tampa
Charlotte
W. Palm Beach/New Orleans
Denver
Salt Lake City
L.Á./San Francisco/San Diego/Seattle
Phoenix/Portland

ÁÍÏÉÎÇ-ÖÈÉÍÏÐÙÑÏ
Boston
Philadelphia
Pittsburgh
Baltimore/Washington/Detroit
Cleveland
Chicago/Raleigh/Durham
Richmond/Norfolk/ Charlotte
Ft. Lauderdale/Miami/Orlando
Tampa
Houston/Minneapolis/St. Louis
Denver/Oklahoma City
Salt Lake City
W. Palm Beach
L.A./San Francisco/Seattle/San Diego
Phoenix

ÊÁËÏÊÁÉÑÉ
$860
$885
$940
$953
$963
$956
$990
$1,000
$1,010
$1,020
$1,032
$1,042
$1,050
$1,080
$1,120
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Great Lent and Holy Week 1999
LITURGICAL BOOKS
St. Basil Liturgy
Holy Cross Faculty
Bilingual Pew Edition. Soft cover. ... $
5.00

The Lenten Liturgies
L. Contos and S. Kezios
Includes St. Basil�s and Presanctified
Liturgies. Bilingual.
Hard Cover ............................. $24.00
Soft Cover ............................... $17.00

Presanctified Liturgy
Fr. E. Constantinides
Bilingual. Soft cover. ............... $12.00

Lenten Triodon
K. Ware
Hard cover .............................. $25.95

Akathist Hymn
Fr. G. Papadeas
Soft cover ........................................ $5.00
Fr. N. Vaporis
Soft Cover ....................................... $6.00

Great Compline
Fr. E. Constantinides
Paper ....................................... $ 7.00

Great Lent
Apostolike Diakonia
Hard cover. Greek text. ........... $28.00

The Holy and Great Week
Apostolike Diakonia
Hard cover. Greek text. ........... $28.00

Great Week and Pascha in
the Greek Orthodox Church
Alkiviadis Calivas
A study of the liturgical celebration of the
Passion and Resurrection of Christ. .. $12.00

Orthodox Lent: Holy Week and Easter
Hugh Wybrew
An introduction to the richness of
Orthodox liturgical prayer. ............... $12.95

The Lenten Covenant
Leonidas Contos
Outstanding commentary on the Triodon.
covering not only the Epistles and Gospels,
but the hymnology of our Church. ... $17.00

The Sayings of the Desert Fathers
Benedicta Ward
The alphabetical collection of texts from the
ascetic tradition of the Chruch. ........ $12.95

COOKBOOKS
A Lenten Cookbook
St. Nectarios Press ...................... $9.00

The Festive Fast
Marigoula Kokkinou and
Georgia Kofinas
Recipes for lenten meals. .......... $20.00

The Lenten Kitchen
Barbara Benjamin and
Alexandria D. Vali
A collection of nearly 100
meatless reciples. ....................... $6.95

From a Traditional Greek Kitchen:
Vegetarian Cuisine
Aphrodite Polemis ...................... $9.95

The Complete Vegetarian Pasta Cook-
book
Over 150 recipes. ..................... $17.98

BYZANTINE MUSIC
The Orthros Service of Holy Pascha
EIKONA
Sung in English.
Cassette .................................... $11.00
CD ............................................ $16.00
The Akathist Hymn
Pavlos Fortoma and Choir
Cassette .................................... $10.00
The Akathist Hymn
Simon Karas and Choir
Cassette .................................... $10.00
Hymns of the Epitaphios and Easter
Simon Karas and Choir.
Cassette .................................... $12.00
Hymns of the Triodion
Photios Ketsetzis and Choir
Cassette .................................... $12.00
Hymns of the Triodion and Great
Lent
Cassette .................................... $12.00
Hymns of Great Lent
Cassette .................................... $12.00
Hymns of Holy Week
Cassette .................................... $12.00
Orthros of Pascha
Cassette .................................... $12.00
Liturgy of the Resurrection
Cassette .................................... $12.00
Anthology of Hymns from Holy Week
CD ............................................ $20.00

On the Soul and Resurrection
St. Gregory of Nyssa
Deals with the issues of the nature of the
soul and resurrection of the body. .. $ 8.95

HOLY WEEK
SERVICE BOOKS

Holy Week and Easter
L. Contos and S. Kezios
Altar edition. Hard cover ....... $50.00
Pew edition. Soft cover ......... $20.00

Holy Week
G. Papadeas
Soft cover ............................. $20.00

HOLY CROSS BOOKSTORE
TOLL-FREE 800-245-0599                     ï     FAX 617-850-1430                     ï                     E-mail HCBKS@omaccess.com

50 GODDARD AVENUE, BROOKLINE, MA 02445

GREETING CARDS
The Resurrection (1)
Pack of 10 cards with
envelopes
$12.95

The Resurrection (2)
Pack of 10 cards with

envelopes
$12.95

LENTEN READING

Beloved Friends
and Brothers and Sisters,

H
ow fortunate indeed we are as
the Psalmist says, how blessed,
to have before us tonight, such
a man as Elie Wiesel. Honored

are we, who have but this material token
of esteem to give a man who has given us
so much. Prof. Wiesel has accomplished
something very few people can ever hope
to achieve � he has brought back from the
fires of hell, a vision for humanity. He has
faced the darkest demons of night, and
shined the light of truth and hope upon a
ravaged planet, upon a suffering people.
Who are these suffering people? They are
us. They are the victims and victimizers.
They are the wretched human souls con-
sumed by evil and hatred. They are the in-
nocent living icons of God who perish in
the flames of depravity and destruction.
How extraordinary is the man who can
cause us to look into the darkest night and
find the light of truth, of goodness, of love.

 �Blessed is the man who walks not in
the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in
the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of
scoffers.� Elie Wiesel is truly blessed, for
he has survived the bitterest darkness and
become himself a light, a beacon by which
we can find our way back to the true hap-
piness of life, the �delight in the law of the
Lord.� He has reminded us what the law of
the Lord means, having faced the most law-
less chaos and human destruction. And we
can see, I can see, that upon the mystery
of relationship between God and man,
upon the mystery of God�s law, upon God�s
plan, �he meditates day and night.�

We who call ourselves children of
Abraham as well, children by adoption

REMARKS OF HIS EMINENCE ARCHBISHOP SPYRIDON
at the Archon Banquet in Honor of Professor Elie Wiesel
through one whom we call savior, must ac-
knowledge the mother of our tradition. We
are both of Athens and Jerusalem, and we
must bear the burden of our own failures
in the history of our culture, for we, too,
are a portion of the culture that failed the
true test of faith. So many who might have
spoken the words of their own redemption,
so many who might have spoken up to
defend the faith that they had up until that
moment claimed, those who said nothing
as their neighbors were taken away re-
mained silent. And their silence reminds
us today that silence is a rending of the fab-
ric of the veil of our human temple, a time
when we failed most of all, neither our-
selves, nor our cultures, nor our tradition,
nor our faith, but most of all, we failed our
Lord. In the aftermath of failure, in the gap-
ing hole of horror and failure that rent the
century from which we now depart, stands
a man such as Elie Wiesel. �He is like a
tree planted by streams of water, that yields
its fruit in its season, and its leaf does not
wither.�

I am proud that I have been given this
opportunity, not merely to meet Prof.
Wiesel, but to hear his voice next to me,
reminding me and all of us, that there is
honor in love only when there is respect
for one another. Out of the darkness he
has lived, he has brought us a way to find
the true richness of heart. �In all that he
does, he prospers,� and so he causes us to
prosper.

�The wicked are not so, but are like

chaff which the wind drives away. There-
fore the wicked will not stand in the judg-
ment, nor sinners in the congregation of
the righteous; For the Lord knows the way
of the righteous.� Professor Wiesel has
given us the wind, the breath of the mean-
ing of life to drive away the evil that per-
sists in our society today. His constant vigi-
lance in speaking out on behalf of the op-
pressed, the weak and the persecuted,
gives all of us the courage and moral direc-
tion to find within ourselves the Truth that
resides in the heart of our faith. Whether
Jew or Christian, Prof. Wiesel does not
chastise the faith, but advocates for the
quality of our commitment to follow our
beliefs. The truth that resides in our hearts,
in our faith, is the Lord�s presence in our
mind and our hearts, and our presence of
mind to act in righteousness from our heart
and with our heart.

There are those who did obey the
higher call of the Lord, those good people
who helped save our friend, my friend
Yolanda Avram Willis, the Metropolitan of
Zakynthos, Chrysostomos, and the Arch-
bishop of Athens, Damaskinos to name a
few notable examples.

Prof. Wiesel emboldens us to seek jus-
tice for all who suffer at the hands of evil.
He does not claim to know every evil, ev-
ery need for justice, but asks us to discern
for ourselves the way to truth on behalf of
good, on behalf of mercy, on behalf of jus-
tice. He calls us not to turn our faces away
from the difficult vision of evil. He calls us

to avoid the opposite of love that is indif-
ference.

�But the way of the wicked will per-
ish.� The wicked will perish when we have
defeated the darkness that resides in all
who would ignore the Lord�s call to jus-
tice, the Lord�s call to truth, the Lord�s call
to embrace all human beings as being cre-
ated in the image and likeness of God. As
Orthodox Christians, we understand
personhood as being based upon the im-
age of God placed within each human be-
ing. And all of us, bearing the image of God
are given the Spirit, and where the Spirit
is, there is freedom. Our freedom is to
choose between good and evil, between
conforming our will to the will of the Lord,
or acting as individuals outside of the or-
der of the author of all life, the sustainer of
existence itself.

Elie Wiesel is a guide, a conscience, a
�daskalos;� he is a rabbi. From him we have
learned of a terrible evil, and we come to
know it through him, that we might also
learn from him of the redemption there is
in the simple act of respect. In the whisper
of a little girl comforting her brother in the
shadow of death, in the wave of a daughter�s
goodbye to her father, Prof. Wiesel has al-
lowed us to glimpse a glimmer of life, of
hope, of honor for the noble dead destroyed
so ignobly. He has allowed us to feel, though
never to understand, the promise of our own
redemption through the blood of those
martyrs upon whom God Himself has surely
visited the crown of victory over evil in His
Kingdom. Blessed indeed, is the man who
delights in the law of the Lord, and blessed
is this man, for helping us to find the Lord
again after the most terrible of nights.
Blessed is Prof. Elie Wiesel.



MARCH 1999 PAGE 7ORTHODOX OBSERVER

Ionian Village

Name ______________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________

City, State, Zip ______________________________________________

Phone ______________________________________________________
Mail this form to: Ionian Village, 8-10 East 79th Street, New York, NY 10021.
Or contact us at: Phone (212) 570-3534, E-mail ionianvillage@goarch.org
Ionian Village is a program of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America

Ionian Village

Friendships and Memories that last a lifetime!
At Ionian Village this year!

Please check the program you are interested in:
____ Summer Travel Camp, Ages 12-15 � June 28 - July 17
____ Byzantine Venture, Ages 16-18  � July 25 - August 12
____ Byzantine Venture, Optional Trip to Constantinople � Departs July 20
____ Spiritual Odyssey, Young Adults 19 and older � July 11-26

Celebrating 30 Years

RETIRED CLERGY

Although, as clergymen, the welfare of
God�s people and the spiritual world is our
main concern, we must, as good stewards of
what we have been blessed with, be also
concerned about the estate for which we are
responsible.

This is not written by an attorney, there-
fore, if  this subject interests you, please con-
sult a lawyer whom you know and trust!

What is proper estate planning?
Proper estate planning allows you to plan

for yourself and your loved ones without giv-
ing up control of your affairs. It should allow
you to plan for the possibility of your own
disability. It should give what you own to
whom you want to receive it, the way you
want them to receive it, and when you want
them to receive it. Your estate plan should
save every tax dollar, professional fee, and
court cost that are legally possible to save.

Most of us are familiar with conven-
tional age-old planning tools. But there are
disadvantages to some of them. Let�s take a
look at one of the traditional forms of estate
planning:

The pitfalls of a will
A will guarantees probate - which gen-

erates executor and attorney fees and causes
much time delay before your loved ones can
receive their inheritance. Wills are public.
Wills can be challenged.

A Loving Trust estate plan is a revocable
living trust-centered estate plan that contains
your special instructions for your own care
and that of your loved ones. These instruc-
tions are what distinguishes Loving Trust
estate planning from traditional wills and
bare-bones living trusts.

It contains other documents which as-

Proper Estate Planning
sure your planning needs are totally met.
Trust planning is thorough, easy to create,
change, and control.

A Loving Trust provides instructions for
your care and that of your loved ones in the
event of your disability. Avoids probate and
its associated legal costs.

It keeps your affairs private and confiden-
tial, allows you to leave instructions for the
care of your loved ones, creates protective
trusts for your young children, disadvantaged
children and grandchildren, controls all your
property including pensions and life insurance.
Is affective if you move to another state.

Creating a loving trust  plan is easy with
the help of your attorney and advisors, you
can quickly and comfortably establish a Lov-
ing Trust estate plan for yourself and your
loved ones. Your Loving Trust plan can be
changed or canceled at any time.

As maker, trustee, and primary benefi-
ciary, you control every aspect of how your
property will be used.

You also appoint the trustees, naming
as many or as few trustees as you like, with
specifications of who takes care of what. Of
course, a Loving Trust estate plan truly
comes to life by adding your loving concern
and the caring efforts of your attorney and
other professional advisors.

A word of caution
Proper estate planning revolves  around

your relationship with a qualified estate at-
torney. Choose one who is qualified to do
estate planning in your state.

Write to RCA Epistle editor Fr Nicholas
L. Vieron, Pastor Emeritus of Annunciation
Church, 573 N. Highland - Memphis, TN
38122 or leave a message at (901) 323-9530
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EDITORIAL

O P I N I O N S

L E T T E R SL E T T E R S

A Struggle That Leads to Victory

A s we enter the second half of
Great Lent, it is fitting to reflect
on our spiritual efforts as we

prepare for the great celebration of Pascha.
Our Orthodox faith, more than any

other, has joy as its message, spirit, pulse
and aim.

This period of fasting is a reminder of
the meaning and purpose of fasting itself,
which is to heighten our sensibilities that
often fall into a state of apathy where they
are desensitized by weakness and despair.
To be more conscious of our sins and our
unworthiness is a necessary prerequisite
to contrition and repentance which leads
to the Kingdom of God.

The Church teaches us that every hu-
man being is a composite of body and soul
and calls upon the whole being to partake
in the fast and the feast. One way the body
shares in this process is through fasting,
through a physical change involving what
we eat and how we feed our senses.

But, our faith is not comprised of regu-
lations and commandments meant to in-
still dejection and anxiety in the hearts and
souls of humanity. Instead, it teaches us
that the Lord wants us to be joyful, even
when seized or overcome with remorse,
sorrow, penitence or shame. We are re-
minded that �there is joy before the angels
of God over one sinner who repents.�

By telling us that when we fast, we
must not look dismal, Christ makes it clear
that his followers must beam with purity

and not be downcast in sullenness. Fast-
ing and other exercises we undertake dur-
ing Lent must be done, therefore, cheer-
fully.

And we can undertake these spiritual
struggles with joy and confidence because
we are assured of Christ�s support and of
victory. Nevertheless, these struggles are
difficult because they presuppose total
commitment, determination, a change in
one�s personal habits and overcoming our
shortcomings.

If evils such as envy, malice, avarice,
impure thoughts, murder, adultery, forni-
cation, theft, false witness, and slander
have become second nature for us, have
enslaved us, then we must struggle to
break these chains of passion and redis-
cover within ourselves the image and like-
ness of God.

That is what Great Lent calls us to do
so that we might experience Orthodoxy
not only as a system of dogmatic teach-
ings, but also as a spiritual and moral
power capable of monitoring our thoughts
and deeds in our everyday life.

We are called upon to restore the icon
of God within us by re-evaluating our
lifestyle and reaffirming our faith in the
God of Grace and Truth.

Let us all, therefore, begin the ardu-
ous, yet joyful ascent toward the feast of
feasts, the resurrection of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ, by engaging in the
struggle which can lead only to victory.

Editor,
Why do people want you to know when

they are fasting to receive Holy Commun-
ion? I never understood this.

In fact, when I fast I really hate to go
visit with anyone and say I can�t eat what
you are serving because I�m fasting. It�s like
saying, �see what a good person I am?�

We are supposed to be humble when
we fast and yet it seems that a lot of times,
as soon as a person finishes taking commun-
ion, he leaves the church to go eat, since he

Editor,
I read only a couple paragraphs of an

article on the front page of a publication I
just received in the mail and at this moment
my stomach feels kind of queasy and I feel
so much frustration and helplessness.

I am not rich and powerful like most of
the people involved with GOAL and it has
been my experience that no one really lis-
tens to anyone who isn�t.

I always thought that because this was
America, that the voices of the little guys,
like you and me would also be heard.

Sometimes I wonder.
I am not going to quit believing that,

but sometimes I feel so defeated.
The article I read was titled �Patriarch

Betrays U.S. Church.� All of the other ar-
ticles are of the same nature, and just like
the first issue of this �rag mag,� every ar-
ticle says the same thing, and uses an icon
of Jesus Christ our Savior on the front page.

I am going to tell you that I interpret all
of this as propaganda. Facts, slanted to ben-
efit a political motive. I have no doubt that
this is political. Written by people who are
so courageous that if they were to go to war,
I imagine that they might strap a small child
across their breast. This is my interpreta-
tion, and I speak for no one other than my-
self. If you hear my anger then you are hear-
ing exactly right.

To think that our Patriarch would �be-
tray� the Church in America or the Ortho-
dox Church anywhere is ridiculous.  And if
someone tries to convince you of this, Don�t
let other people think for you.

I would rather my church be led and
governed by a chain with links that reach all
the way back to the roots of our Orthodox
Church than by people who try to manipu-
late facts. By whose perception was this a

In support of the Church

�betrayal?�
Has anyone ever thought about just

what would happen to our Patriarchate if
we abandoned it? Does anyone realize that
Our Patriarch and the clergy who protect
our roots are met with utter contempt by
the Turks?

Does anyone realize that it is not un-
usual for our Patriarch Bartholomew, Father
Tarasios, and the other clergy to be met in
public by people who might show their con-
tempt for our faith by urinating in their
paths?

Has anyone thought about what would
happen to our history if we abandoned the
Patriarchate? Has anyone ever thought about
what it may feel like to be a young priest
and wonder if you will be met with a bomb
in your quarters? I ask these questions, and
shudder.

Our Patriarch does not live like a king.
He lives like a saint. I give him my support
and my loyalty and I will abide by any deci-
sion he makes. Because I, am an Orthodox
Christian, and he is the head of my church,
the First Among Equals.

I pray for endurance and for all of us
here, and hope we all use our God-given
free will to think past what others tell us is
happening. We must seek answers on our
own. Don�t be distracted by sensationalism.
It is meant to distract and confuse.

Ms. Stacy Bisbikos
Corpus Christi, Texas

About fasting

hasn�t� eaten for over 12 hours.
However, it seems to me that he should

humble himself and return to his seat and
be prayerful and return to his seat and be
prayerful until the service is over.

It would give his communion more
meaning, instead of just concentrating on
filling his empty stomach.

After searching for awhile, I came
across this Bible verse that explain fully about
how we should act when we take  Holy
Communion.

It shouldn�t be just another day, but
after we take communion we should try to
do for others and try to be an example of
what God teaches in His Holy Word.

In Isaiah 58:3, he says �Why have we
fasted and you have not seen it? We have
humbled ourselves and you have not no-

ticed. ...Yet on the day of your fasting, you
do as you please and exploit all your  work-
ers. You can not fast as you do today and
expect your voice to be heard on high?
Should a man humble himself for only a day,
is this what you call a fast, a day acceptable
to the Lord? This kind of fasting I have cho-
sen, to loose the chains of injustice, to set
the oppressed free and break every yoke.

�Share your food with the hungry, pro-
vide the poor with shelter. When you see a
man  naked, clothe him and not to turn away
for your own kin. He says �then your light
will break forth like the dawn and your heal-
ing will  quickly appear. Then you will call
and the Lord will answer, you will cry to help
and He will answer.�

Frances Glaros
Clearwater, Fla.

Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral
New York, New York - February 26, 1999

My beloved brothers in the Lord, Metro-
politans and Bishops

Members of the Executive Committee,
Beloved Sisters of the Philoptochos

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

I greet each and every one of you with
a single word of hope and encouragement
as we commence our deliberations. It is the
salutation of the Archangel Gabriel to the
Ever-Virgin Mary that we shall hear this
evening in the Salutations. It is the comfort
that our Risen Lord granted the Myrrh-bear-
ing Women on the morning of Holy Pascha,
that lies beyond the expanse of the Holy Fast.
Chaire! Rejoice! He Who is within us, is
greater than he who is in the world!

I convey this joy to you because our
Church, our beloved Greek Orthodox Arch-
diocese, is facing challenges that can only be
overcome if we stand united in faith, in fel-
lowship, and in purpose. Much has been said,
much has been written, much has been cir-
culated to our faithful, which has attempted
to change the ecclesial process of Church
affairs and administration into a political pro-
cess that is foreign to the essential nature of
the Church. Why has this happened?

Why have the politics of personal power
and privilege sought to dominate the dia-
logue of love and goodness that should rule
in the Church of Christ? Why have the ac-
complishments of the Archdiocese over the
past two years: the success of the National
Stewardship Program, the Internet Ministry,
the Interfaith Marriage Ministry, Religious
Education, the new Print and Digital Media
Office and their publications including a new
Book, �The Lord�s Prayer,� the Translations
project, the establishment of Leadership 100
as a separate corporation just to name a few
why have these been overshadowed by the
politics of division?

And, most painful of all, why have
voices arisen within our community that
seek to drive a wedge of division between
our faithful and our beloved Mother Church?

It seems that even though we live in the
most free and open and wealthy society on
the face of the earth without any fear what-
soever of persecution or reprisal we are fac-
ing the prospect of persecution from within,
from our own brothers and sisters in Christ.
Can it be that the success of our communi-
ties from coast to coast, the success of the
good, decent, hardworking Greek Orthodox
People of America is to be sacrificed on the
altar of human ego and ambition?

I say to you today without equivoca-
tion, without reservation  that it shall never
be so! The love of Christ will not allow it!
The grace of the Holy Spirit will not allow it!
The mercy of God will not allow it. The in-
tercessions of the Ever-Virgin Mary will not

Address of Archbishop Spyridon to
Archdiocesan Council and Philoptochos Joint Session

allow it! And therefore, we can not allow it!
Where there is hatred, we must bring

love! Where there is pain, we must bring
healing! Where there is division, we must
bring unity! Where there is misunderstand-
ing, we must bring enlightenment! Where
there is falsehood, we must bring truth!
Where there is darkness, we must bring light!
Where there is suffering, we must bring joy!

Our message must be: �Rejoice! Christ
is risen from the dead! By death He has
trampled down death! And to those in the
tombs He has bestowed eternal, abundant
and everlasting life!�

This can be our only response to the
naysayers, the faultfinders, the critics and
the detractors. We must embrace those who
refuse our arms. We must speak truth and
love to those who would turn a deaf ear.
We must silence the innuendoes and accu-
sations by demonstrating our forgiveness of
those who would condemn us, and by giv-
ing the faithful of our Church the plain and
simple truth.

For this, my friends, is the way of Christ.
This is the way of the Church. This is the
way of truth. If we do not resist the tempta-
tions to use the faculties of our very souls
as the instruments of the appetite for domi-
nation, then the powers of our souls will be
put in the service of the baser passions, in
order to lie, trick, misrepresent, steal, hide
and deceive. Our life as a Church, as a com-
munity, as family, will be reduced to noth-
ing but politics.

All of you here today, the clergy and lay
leaders of our national Church, all of you have
a responsibility to engage the true and living
Christian response to this politicization of our
Church. If not you , who? If not now, when?

The Holy Spirit compels us to answer
with the love of Christ all those who would
reduce the Church to a political party. The
Holy Spirit commands us to maintain the
unity of the faith in the bond of peace, even
when we are threatened, cajoled and be-
rated, as we labor to do so.

My friends, we live in an age when re-
spect, obedience, humility and long-suffer-
ing are at best ignored and at worst maligned
by the contemporary culture. We live in an
age when the normal process of the Church
is challenged at every turn, simply for the sake
of personal privilege and gain! And we seem
to be living in an age where the reality of the
Bride of Christ is being turned up side down
in the interests of a false image of the Church.

Who could have imagined the day when
even one of our faithful would revile the
Sacred Center of our faith, the Ecumenical
Patriarchate of Constantinople, the root and
foundation of our Archdiocese? How could
the 2,000 year history of our Church be
tossed aside so easily in the name of some
unfounded idea of assimilation? Is this what

See opposite page
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Ionian Village

55 East 59th Street (17th floor) � New York, New York 10022

Tel: (212)753-1100 � E-mail: HOMERIC@aol.com

For reservations and information contact:
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$
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Buy your tickets from us in the month of March
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To

See ARCHBISHOP�S ADDRESS page 26

it means to be an American? I think not.
Yes, we are Americans, and this means

that we have the constitutional right to prac-
tice our faith as our conscience dictates.
How then has it become interpreted by
some that we have some so-called �right�
to change that very faith, whose free exer-
cise is guaranteed by our American democ-
racy? Shall we forsake the inheritance of our
immigrant parents and grandparents who
toiled for the building up of this Holy Arch-
diocese? Does our freedom give us the li-
cense to undo their labors, much less the
labors of the Holy Spirit who inspires us to
be faithful to the Great Church of Christ and
to be faithful to the fullness of our Holy Or-
thodox Tradition?

This inversion of logic and common
sense is nearly beyond belief. And more than
that, it is leading our faithful parishioners
away from the purpose and meaning of what
being a Greek Orthodox Christian is.

Allow me to raise with you the issue of
the stewardship offerings to our Church. All
of you know that the National Ministries of
our Archdiocese, which include our beloved
Hellenic College and Holy Cross, are nour-
ished by the support of the local parishes
throughout the country. Now we hear a few
voices calling for communities to withhold
the offerings of the people of God, as if any
parish council or parish assembly had the
right to do so. Is the Church of Christ a club?
Is the local parish some sort of franchise that
may be subjected to the whim of a few mis-
guided individuals, or the Body of Christ?
Are our parishioners owners or stewards?
Do we believe that the gold sanctifies the
temple or the temple sanctifies the gold?

Indeed, our faithful need a forum to
express themselves, but at what price? We
must not allow the tremendous strides that
the Greek Orthodox people of America have
made in stewardship to be sacrificed for
political machinations.

This Archdiocesan Council hierarchy,
clergy and laity together must speak loudly
and clearly that such a misuse of the gifts of
our faithful to Almighty God not be subjected
to such political manipulation. This is not
an issue of freedom of expression. This is
an issue of right and wrong, and it is wrong
to preach or teach that stewardship offer-
ings are anything less than the very prop-
erty of God Himself. Let us help our broth-
ers and sisters find another way to express
their frustration and anxiety. Let us bring
peace to those who have been disturbed by
the false reports and innuendoes that so
freely abound in the press. And let us an-
swer categorically and definitively the unre-
strained critics of this Holy Archdiocese with
the facts  the plain, simple, unadulterated
truth. The truth will speak for itself. And in a
spirit of reconciliation and Christian love, let
us reach out to those who would use stew-
ardship as a wedge of division, to bring them
back to the spirit of the Church and the com-
munion of love.

My friends, if we allow the secular spirit
of politics to become the means for accom-
plishing the mission of the Church, we will
fail. Let me repeat myself, we will fail. And
failure is unacceptable because our God is
a God Who is victorious, even over death.

Therefore, as a Church and as this Holy

Archdiocese, how are we to proceed? How
are we to re-infuse the dialogue of our com-
munity with the spirit of Christ? How are we
to answer those who challenge, criticize, and
seek to impede our leadership, without losing
them from our fellowship and family in Christ?

First and foremost, we must meet ev-
ery challenge with the love and forbearance
of Christ. If this seems weak to you, then
remember that in His weakness there is
strength. For I know with certainty that the
harsh and even disrespectful cloud that is
darkening our Church is merely a misdi-
rected expression of pain. I too have experi-
enced the consequences of this pain. And I
know that only God�s healing love can as-
suage this pain.

We must continue to reach out with love
to those who would condemn us as un-lov-
ing reach out with forgiveness to those who
accuse us as unforgiving reach out with mercy
to those who would portray us as vengeful.
For example, all of you know that the Execu-
tive Committee asked for the dismissal of the
lawsuit against GOAL for the sake of peace
in the Church. Ultimately, the Archdiocese
was not afforded the full protection it re-
quested from the courts. And now you see
the result. The Ecumenical Patriarch is reviled
and demeaned in a most uncharitable way.
Where are the voices of protest? Is there no
love for our Mother Church?

And even more, the Archdiocese itself
is sued. Former employees and former
members of this Council make false accu-
sations of financial impropriety, making sure
to send along the accusations to the news-
papers. Who benefits from such actions?
And who will minister to the souls of our
children who are hurt and scandalized by
the endless stream of negativity?

We hear cries to rally brother against
brother, priest against priest, bishop against
bishop. Are there no voices for decency, for
righteousness, for spiritual dignity, for truth?

I ask all of you hear today to think long
and hard over your commitment to this
Council, to this Archdiocese, to our Holy
Ecumenical Patriarchate. What sort of voice
will you raise? We can afford neither more
voices of rage nor a silence of complicity
that ignores reality.

Our family, our Archdiocese, our
Church the Holy Bride of Christ � is in dan-
ger of being pushed into a direction which
goes against everything our Holy Orthodox
Christian Faith stands for. Perhaps we have
been too complacent for too long. Perhaps
we thought our material comfort and wealth
was security enough. Perhaps we thought
the approbation of our society was the only
affirmation that the Church ever needed.

We are a Church with a 2,000-year his-
tory and spiritual continuity that is linked to
our Lord Jesus Christ through the First-Called
Apostle Andrew. Our spiritual mother, the
Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople,
is the source and fountainhead of our spiri-
tual, ecclesiastical, and moral life. The 75-
year history of this Archdiocese and the 150-
year history of the Greek Orthodox pres-
ence in the United States is part of that great
chain of Church Fathers, Patriarchs, Martyrs,
Saints and righteous men and women. To
ignore that history is to be ignorant of the
spiritual wealth of our faith and our tradi-

ARCHBISHOP�S ADDRESS
continued from opposite page

PILGRIMAGE TO ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE
CONSTANTINOPLE-JERUSALEM, MOUNT SINAI-JERUSALEM AND GREECE
The Sisterhood �Panagia H Paraklises,� under the spiritual leadership of Fr. George, pas-
tor of St. Markella Church at Wantagh is organizing a 12-day pilgrimage to the Holy Land.

For information call:
Pat at (516) 377-9527 day/evenings or Angeliki at (516) 799-2399 evenings

St. Markella Greek Orthodox Church 1960 Johnes Ave. North, Wantagh, NY 11793

Start Date: Tuesday, August 17, 1999, via Olympic Airways leaving from JFK Airport, NY
End Date: Sunday, August 29, 1999 at Athens, Greece

Pilgrims have the option to remain in Greece for a period of 60 days.
Reservations are now being accepted on a first-come, first-serve basis.
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�For the message of the cross is fool-
ishness to those who are perishing, but to
us who are being saved it is the power of
God� (I Cor. 1:18).

The Mystery of the Cross

by Fr. Dumitru Macaila

See MYSTERY page 12

The Cross is the very epitome of the
Person and Life of our Lord Jesus Christ. Two
bars placed in cruciform bring together the
essential meaning of Christian faith: Christ,
His Church and the salvation of humankind
in their dramatic history are comprehen-
sively summarized in the shape of the Cross.

Fr. John of Kronstadt, one of the mod-
ern Orthodox saints, accurately grasps the
meaning of the Cross.

He says: �Let us en-
ter into the meaning of
the mystery of the
Cross... The human race
would have been given
over to eternal death, to
eternal torments, accord-
ing to the unchanging,
most strict justice of God,
if the Son of God had not
become, out of His limit-
less goodness, a volun-
tary Intermediary and
Redeemer of mankind,
which was... defiled and
corrupted by sin.

�For, by the decep-
tion of the serpent, the
murderer of men, it was
cast down into a fright-
ful abyss of lawlessness
and perdition... However, so that men might
be capable of this reconciliation and redemp-
tion from above, it was necessary for the
Son of God to descend into the world, to
take upon Himself a human soul and body,
and become the God-Man, in order that in
His own Person... He might fulfill all the righ-
teousness of God which had been brazenly
violated by all manner of human
unrighteousness; in order that He might ful-
fill the whole law of God... and teach man-
kind righteousness with repentance... and
show forth the fruits of repentance. This He
fulfilled, not being guilty of a single sin, and
was the only perfect man, in hypostatical
unity with the Divinity.�

Fully God, fully man
From the seven words of Christ on the

Cross, we clearly understand that, He Who
is on the Cross is the Messiah, the One Who
came to accomplish the prophesies. We
understand also that He Who is on the Cross
is God. On Holy Friday our Church sings:
�Today is hung on the tree He Who hung
the earth upon the waters.�

At the same time, we understand that
He Who is on the Cross is fully Man. The
Son of God, true God of true God, has freely
abased Himself because of His love for us
and has annihilated Himself so as to share
our human condition to the end.

He has undergone insults, spiting,
mockery, the whole gamut of the sufferings
of the Cross. He was willing to accept death,
the One Who alone is without sin and death-
less, and to experience on the Cross the full-
ness of human hopelessness. Thus it was
the full Person of Christ, God made Man
and proclaimed Messiah, Who was nailed
on the Cross.

Just before His death, at the pinnacle
of His earthly mission, Christ prays to His
Father quoting the first verse of Psalm 22:
�My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken
Me?� He has truly experienced abandon-
ment by God. At this dramatic point His
kenosis has been carried to the most ex-
treme point.

We may ask: How could the only Son
of God feel abandoned by His Father? Can
God abandon God? Does God abandon

Himself? The answer is that this is the un-
fathomable mystery of our salvation. If
Christ would have been only a man, His
death on the Cross would have brought us
only the death of another prophet who died
in the service of humanity.

But Christ said: �Believe Me that I am
in the Father and the Father in Me� (John
14:11). Having come from �the bosom of
the Father� (John 1:18), His mission was to
bring God to man. Had He not died and
risen, His message would have been a lie.
That is why the Apostle Paul says, �If Christ
is not risen, your faith is futile; you are still
in your sins!� (I Cor. 15:17).

He descended into the abode of the
dead to allow God to
enter every place where
there is human suffer-
ing, even into the abyss
of death, accompanying
those who suffered to
the depths of their suf-
fering and raising them
to eternal life with Him.

The Son of God
dies as Man so that the
Son of Man may rise up
again as God. The Son
of God had to experi-
ence the anguish of
God�s absence brought
about by humankind�s
sins assumed by Christ,
so that all human be-
ings who die might re-
cover the presence of
God. This is the mys-

tery of salvation!
St. Paul says: �For it pleased the Father

that in Him (Christ)... and by Him to recon-
cile all things to Himself,... having made
peace through the blood of His Cross� (Col.
1:20). Being God in all fullness, Christ, in
His human nature, resurrected and as-
cended, thus being not only the Creator but
the created Head of all creation, �bringing
creation as a sacrament into a living union
with God.�

Path to the Cross
The Orthodox path of the Christian is

the path of the Cross and of struggle. Long
before His crucifixion, Christ said: �If any-
one desires to come after Me, let him deny
himself, and take up his cross, and follow
Me� (Mat. 16:24). Christ�s path is the one
of patience, of the bearing of sorrows, of
enduring persecutions for Christ�s sake, of
going through dangers brought about by the
enemies of Christ, of despising the ephem-
eral goods of this world for the name of
Christ, of self-denial.

St. Paul put it beautifully: �I have been
crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who
live, but Christ lives in me� (Gal. 2:20). He
did not crucify his human nature, he did cru-
cify his flesh, i.e., the corruption into which
our humanity has fallen.

The same kind of crucifixion must be
willingly and freely accepted His death. Ev-
ery Christian who no longer lived under the
dominion of sinful passions and desires does
really live a crucified life in Christ.

But the Cross is also the power of the
Church, since after the death of Christ on
the Cross there followed the Resurrection,
as the �crowning� of the crucifixion, by
which the world has been conquered. Last
but not least, the Cross is the banner of the
Church, the visible sign of the Church, of
everyone who truly believes in Christ.

Sadly enough, not everyone who be-
longs to Christianity at large has such a genu-
inely biblical theology of the Cross.

Certain large Christian groups deny the
Cross as a visible banner, for instance, con-
sidering that it has remained what it was,
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¦ schedules meet needs of working people
¦ 1 year supervised field ministry

St. Vladimir�s Orthodox
Theological Seminary

DOCTOR OF MINISTRY PROGRAM
575 Scarsdale Road, Crestwood, NY 10707-1699

Tel.: (914) 961-8313

FURTHER INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED BY CONTACTING:

YES, I am interested in the Doctor of Ministry Program, please send more information

Name_____________________________________________________________

Address___________________________________________________________

City_____________________________State____________Zip_______________

Telephone (home)___________________ (office)______________________________

¦ open to students of all faiths
¦ classes meet one day a week
¦ participants come from upstate NY, NJ, CT
    MA, PA, DE, MD, and Washington DC area
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PhiloptochosThe Voice of

DES PLAINES, Ill. � St. John the Baptist
Church Philoptochos recently presented a
$3,350 contribution to the Greek American
Nursing Home Committee for a 204-bed
facility planned in nearby Wheeling, Ill.

The gift was part of the chapter�s
$10,000 pledge for the nursing home which
will begin construction by early summer.

Chapter President Nikki Melachrinakis
made the presentation to Dr. Theodosis E.
Kioutas, nursing home committee chairman,
following a liturgy in January.

Parish Council Outreach Committee
member John Gatsis also presented a con-
tribution check, for $700.

JOLIET, Ill. � Three Hierarchs Ladies
Philoptochos of All Saints Church recently
held a fund-raiser to benefit the Cleo
Marcopulos Fund.

Cleo Marcopulos was a victim of a tragic
fire in 1996.A special fund was then estab-
lished to assist Ms. Marcopulos and is ad-
ministered by the Chicago Diocese Philan-
thropy Fund.

In 1996, Ms. Marcopulos, a woman in
her 30�s, opened the  door to her apartment
and was severely burned by the fierce back-
lash of a fire silently raging within. She was
in a coma for several months before begin-
ning a struggle to regain her speech and the
extensive surgery and therapy she required
Among those attending the fund-raiser, were
Ms. Marcopulos, her family and friends
along with 350 Philoptochos members and
guests for an evening that included dinner,
a silent auction and music.

Fund-Raiser Held
for Fire Victim

SAN FRANCISCO � Diocese and local
Philoptochos members initiated a new event
called �Taste of the Town� in late January to
honor Metropolitan Anthony for his name day.

Valerie Roumeliotes was chairman of the
unique fund-raiser that featured foods and
wines donated by San Francisco Bay Area fine
restaurants, vineyards and breweries.

Proceeds were earmarked for St. Nicho-
las Ranch and Retreat Center monastery li-
brary near the Sierra Nevada Mountains, in
Dunlap, Calif.

San Francisco Diocese Philoptochos,

Event Honors Metropolitan
Anthony on Saint�s Feast Day

NATIONAL PRESIDENT Eve Condakes and husband, Leo, with Metropolitan Anthony at
reception

led by President and honorary co-chairman
Loula C. Anaston, held the event. Host par-
ish was Annunciation Cathedral in San Fran-
cisco. Chapter president is Anna Mountana.

Master of ceremonies was Lewis
Gundunas and a variety of musical enter-
tainment highlighted the program.

Guests included National Philoptochos
President Eve Condakes, Past National Presi-
dents Dina Skouras Oldknow and Dionisia
Ferraro.

Fr. Stephen Kyriakou was spiritual ad-
visor.

Illinois Chapter
Supports Nursing
Home Project

LOS ANGELES � St. Sophia
Cathedral�s recent 43rd Debutante Ball
generated more than $50,000 for the
United Nations Children�s Emergency
Fund, the Children�s Cardiac Program, St.
Basil�s Academy, the Philoptochos HIV/
AIDS Fund, the Kids �N Cancer project and
other philanthropic causes.

One of the largest Philoptochos chap-
ters in the United States, the Cathedral
Philoptochos, whose president is Mrs. An-
thony Mastor, celebrated its 80th anniver-
sary on Jan. 30, at their annual charity ball.

Twelve Southern California debutantes
were introduced to more than 500 guests
by celebrity emcee Louis Mandylor, who
plays Detective Malone in the action com-
edy Martial Law.

After the debutantes danced a graceful
Greek dance, their proud fathers waltzed
with their debs, who wore white ballgowns,
and carried nosegay bouquets of roses.

Special guests Eve Condakes, National
Philoptochos president, and her husband,
Leo, flew in from Massachusetts for the
black-tie gala.

Mrs. John T. Pappas served as Ball Com-
mittee chairman.

Other Presentation Committee partici-
pants included: Anthony A. Mastor, Mrs.
William H. Oldknow II,  Mrs. Paul Michael
Peratis, Mrs. Bill A. Papalexis and Mrs. Gust
P. Paul, Anastasia Chames, Mrs. Anthony
Lappas, Mrs. Thomas Grafos, and Mrs. Zoe
Pittokopitis, Mrs. Brent Noyes, Mrs. Andrea
Gallanis, Mrs. Steven J. Callas,  Mrs. Lee
Akopiantz, Mrs. Elias Koutsoukos, Mrs.
George Vournas, Mrs. Collin E. Cooper, Mrs.
Nicholas P. Bissias and Mrs. Vasilios L.
Lambros, Mrs. Andrea Evangelatos, Mrs.
Stephen E. Stephanou, Mrs. Gregory Beers,
Mrs. John Politis, Mrs. Alexander J. Doumak,
Ms. Cynthia Daly and Ms. Valerie Pappas.

L.A. Cathedral Philoptochos Mark 80th Year with Successful Event

PHILADELPHIA � The Philoptochos
Society�s commitment to Deborah Heart
and Lung Center is one of the most impor-
tant and vital philanthropic works of the
organization�s many philanthropies.

St. George Cathedral Philoptochos in
Philadelphia, under its president, Presbytera
A. Katerlis, continues its 40-year support of
the specialty hospital, and recently gave
another $2,000 to assist Deborah�s mission
of providing care to those in need, regard-
less of their ability to pay.

Spero Margiotes, president and CEO of
Deborah, acknowledging the donation,
stated that Deborah �is able to continue its
lifesaving mission because of philanthropic
gifts such as these.�

The 161-bed hospital specializes in the
diagnosis and treatment of heart, lung and
vascular diseases in adults and congenital
and acquired heart defects in children, in-
cluding newborns.

Deborah remains active in Greek com-
munities, providing critical care to many
Greek children in need through its Children
of the World Program.

The program each year brings as many
as 100 underprivileged children from across
the country and abroad for open heart sur-
gery.

It also co-sponsors the Greek Health-
care Education Program by bringing groups
of health care professionals from Greece on
three-month rotations to study American
medical techniques, thereby helping to im-
prove health practices in Greece.

Philly Supports
Deborah Program

HAVING A BALL � (from left) St. Sophia Philoptochos President Sophie Mastor, Ball Chairman
Bess Pappas, emcee Louis Mandylor; National President Eve Condakes, Cathedral Dean
the Very Rev. John Bakas, and Past National President and ball advisor Dina Oldknow.
(BELOW) The lovely debutantes pose for a photo.

All Philoptochos chapters have
been alerted to the urgent need for
bone marrow donors for Mrs. Geor-
gia Fotopoulos DaGasta of New York,
a wife and the mother of two young
children, who is struggling for her life
against the deadly disease, leukemia,
failing as her condition worsens.

All Philoptochos chapters are
strongly encouraged to organize bone
marrow donor drives after a Sunday
Divine Liturgy. Please hold this donor
drive as soon as is possible. You also
will help to expand the pool from
which others may be helped.

In a bone marrow drive, a tech-
nician takes a small blood sample for
testing. If a preliminary match is
made, a second sample is taken for
further testing. If this leads to a good
match, the donor provides either bone
marrow itself through a brief proce-
dure which is not dangerous, or sim-
ply donates blood from which a stem
cell transplant can take place.

Donors may choose to remain
anonymous if they wish. Let us all
come together to help a child of God
who is suffering.

An Urgent
Call for Blood
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an instrument of reproach. St. Paul warned
against such as offense of the Cross: �For
the message of the cross is foolishness to
those who are perishing, but to those who
are saved it is the power of God� (I Cor.
1:18). St. John Chrysostom explains this
verse by emphasizing that �it is a mark of
them that perish not to recognize the things
which lead to salvation.� They are unable to
understand that the reproach on the Cross
led to the glory of the Resurrection, and the
Cross became the implement of salvation
and the very path of glory. Moreover, in ac-
cordance with the unanimous understand-
ing of the Holy Fathers, there will be a mag-
nificent manifestation of the Cross in the sky
at the Second Coming of Christ.

A mid-lent reminder
We celebrate the Veneration of the Holy

Cross on the third Sunday of Great Lent. It
is a time of fasting and deep repentance.

MYSTERY
from page 10 On this Sunday, the Cross will stand in the

middle of the church not only to remind us
that we have been redeemed through
Christ�s crucifixion which points to the Res-
urrection, but also to be venerated as that
reality by which we have to live to be saved.

On the Cross, Christ asked forgiveness
from His Father for all humankind who
through their sins have made His death nec-
essary, including us. And since the Son on
the Cross begs His Father to forgive even
His crucifiers, when we repent we must
never despair because of the multitude of
our sins.

In Oliver Clement�s words, �When you
fall and cry out in full confidence, you will
not fall into an abyss but into the hands of
Him Who has opened His arms for all time
upon the Cross.� Come, fall into the hands
of Christ during this Great and Holy Lent!

Kali Sarakosti!
Fr. Macaila is assistant pastor at

Annunciation Church, Lancaster, Pa.

Editor�s note: The following is the com-
plete text of a letter to the editor of New
York Magazine written by Archdiocese Com-
munications Director Fr. Mark Arey in re-
sponse to an article on the Church in the
March 8 issue written by Christopher
Bonanos which contained numerous inac-
curacies.

Letters to the Editor
NEW YORK MAGAZINE
444 Madison Avenue
New York, New York  10022-6999

To the Editors:
As the Director of Communications for

the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of
America, I was glad to have the opportunity
to spend a considerable amount of time
speaking with your reporters as they pre-
pared the story, �Crisis In The Cathedral�
(March 8, 1999).  I was however, disap-
pointed not only by the tone of the article,
but by the factual errors in the piece.

May I please address the major factual
errors, and you are welcome to check them
out at your convenience. I realize that it is
unrealistic that your magazine would print
this letter in full, and I would respectfully
request that if you are unable to do so, that
you print it not at all. However, I would like
you to know that this entire text will be
printed in the official newspaper of the Arch-
diocese, The Orthodox Observer, inasmuch
as your article � inaccuracies, fallacies and
all � has been reproduced on at least one
Internet site other that your own. The faith-
ful of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of
America deserve to hear not just the other
side of the story, but the facts that you failed
or omitted to mention in your own.

1) In referring to Father Stepha-
nopoulos� assignment changes, the article
wrote: �He�d be kept on at the cathedral,
according to the letter he had been handed,
but largely as an aide to the new priest,
Gabriel Karambis.�  In fact, Father Karambis
has been the Archiepiscopal Vicar at the
Cathedral since January 1998, as was told
to your reporter, hardly �new.� In addition,
Father Stephanopoulos is not an aide to the
Vicar, but continues to serve the Cathedral
in his priestly capacity as Dean, with his title,
his salary, and his pastoral responsibilities
intact, hardly a �demotion.�

2) In referring the ministry of His Emi-
nence Archbishop Spyridon here in the
United States, your reporter wrote that the
Archbishop ��has made a series of unpopu-
lar theological rulings and even less popular
personnel changes.� The statement is offered
as fact without any reference to what rulings
or which personnel. While there have been
personnel changes (somewhat natural after
a 37-year prior administration), the assertion
of �unpopular theological rulings� defies com-
mon sense. The last theological rulings of our
Church were made at the Ecumenical Coun-
cil of the Orthodox Christian Church in 787
A.D., sufficient time for everyone to know
what they are. The remark is at best unin-
formed and at worst irresponsible.

3) Your report that the Archbishop, in
his response to his critics, �� has simply re-
moved anyone who openly challenges him.�
This statement is beyond belief. Your article
fails to cite even one example of such an
action. While granting that conflict drives the
story, one would hope that New York Maga-
zine would have at least confirmed the as-
sertion of Metropolitan Maximos, the pre-
siding bishop of Pittsburgh. While the re-
marks of the Metropolitan might indeed
make good grist for the news mill, printing
them, without any response from the Arch-
diocese, gives the mistaken impression that
New York Magazine might for the mere en-
tertainment value of it � have an interest in
sullying the personal reputation of the Arch-
bishop of America, which would be a most
egregious insult to the Greek Orthodox
Church of America.

A Response to New York Magazine
4) Insofar as there have been �angry

press releases,� please clarify who has is-
sued them. Are you referring to the press
releases of the Archdiocese?

5) Your analysis that: �In 1970, the Rus-
sian Orthodox Church in the United States
broke off from its mother ship, and it has
been suggested that the American Greek
church could do the same,� is a complete
misrepresentation of reality. In 1970, the
Patriarchate of Moscow granted to one of
the Russian Churches (the �OCA�) in the
United States autocephalous status, a sta-
tus that canonically can only be granted by
the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constan-
tinople. This status has not been recognized
by the worldwide Orthodox Christian Com-
munity. If it were so recognized, then all
Orthodox Christians in the United States
would fall under the jurisdiction of the OCA.
There are already many parallel ethnic-based
jurisdictions in the United States. Therefore,
to state that someone could suggest that
there should be parallel autocephalous ju-
risdictions demonstrates an ignorance of the
form and structure of Christianity�s most
ancient tradition.

6) By what poll numbers does your re-
porter determine that �It�s not surprising that
the American church would want indepen-
dence; the American hierarchy is far more
democratic than its counterparts?� This
statement is completely unsubstantiated and
is thrown off the cuff in order to do . . . what?
Apart from the sensationalizing tendency of
the reporter which may be apropos to New
York Magazine, it certainly does not reflect
the inherent respect for the Church shared
by the vast majority of the faithful. Leaving
aside the oxymoron posed by the juxtaposi-
tion of �hierarchy� and �democratic,� it is
not demonstrated how the American citi-
zenship of the Bishops of the Greek Ortho-
dox Archdiocese of America makes them any
less hierarchical or any more democratic
than any other Hierarch in the Orthodox
world. The Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of
America has always given a larger role to
the laity of the Church than other Orthodox
jurisdictions around the world, but this does
not make it any less hierarchical � just as
active lay participation does not make the
Church a democracy. In fact, given the rep-
resentational nature of various National,
Diocesan, and Parish boards, one should
rather use the term oligarchic, for the vast
majority of the laity of our Church experi-
ence the Church as a worshipping commu-
nity, rather than as an administrative entity,
for that is the true nature of the Church.

7) Although not of Greek descent my-
self, please allow me to register a very seri-
ous protest over the reporter�s remarks,
�Greece is also a relatively poor country and
a traditionally corrupt one.�  While your re-
porter may measure the wealth of a man or
a nation by the size of the checkbook, I
would ask that you consider that Greece, as
the Mother of Western Civilization, is indeed
a land replete with the treasure of the ages.
As for your offhand remark that the Greek
Nation is �traditionally corrupt,� I believe
that your publication owes an apology to
the Government of Greece and the Greek-
American community at large. This is an
egregious and injurious insult that smacks
of ethno-racism.

8) As for the Archbishop�s feelings
about the �so-called  Protestantization of the
American church, meaning its tendency to
let congregants run their churches,� I be-
lieve the fair thing to do would have been to
allow the Archbishop�s numerous remarks
of record on the acculturation of the Greek
Orthodox Church in America to have spo-
ken for themselves. Your reporter�s ascrip-
tion of �meaning� to the Archbishop�s opin-
ions, along with his casual attitude toward
institutions and persons that Greek Ortho-
dox Christians deem sacred, should explain

to the editors of New York Magazine why
your reporter was denied an interview with
the Archbishop.  More on that later.

9) As for your reporter�s assessment of
the �prospect of a stringently Orthodox
church,� your article has made two grave
errors.  You report that the use of English in
the Divine Services �would be squelched.�
In fact, the Archbishop himself has affirmed
repeatedly (once in an interview on National
Public Radio with Ray Suarez on Talk of the
Nation) that English is more than welcome
in the liturgical life of our communities,
hence his first-ever initiative in the history
of the Archdiocese to create a standardized
English translation of the Divine Liturgy for
all the parishes. Archbishop Spyridon has
enthusiastically continued the policy of his
predecessor, the retired Archbishop Iakovos,
that encourages such decisions to be made
at the local level, with pastoral consider-
ations for the needs of the individual com-
munity, a far cry from �squelching� anything.
The second error is even more hurtful. To
say, as your wording clearly implies, that
Archbishop Spyridon requires �non-Ortho-
dox spouses to convert,� is to speak a lie,
and a bold one at that. In fact, he has estab-
lished the first ever �Interfaith Marriage Min-
istry� staffed by a full time priest with a doc-
torate in Marriage and Family Therapy.
Please refer to this passage from his En-
thronement Address, which has been the
vision statement of his Interfaith Marriage
Ministry effort:

�Brothers and Sisters in Christ, the key
to building such a Church is inclusion. Rome
became great by opening up its citizenship
to all people. Christianity became predomi-
nant by welcoming all people into the Faith.
The United States became the strongest
nation in the world by opening its doors to
all people�raising a huge Statue of Liberty
in the middle of its greatest harbor, to let
newcomers know that they were welcome.
Each of these communities shared the be-
lief that, by admitting new members, it
would gain far more than it lost. Each of
these communities was right.

�The Greek Orthodox Church is no ex-
ception. I read in a newspaper not too long
ago that the greatest problem we face to-
day is that the majority of our people in
America marry persons not of the Ortho-
dox Faith. I was shocked, not that they are a
majority, but that anyone would regard this
solely as a problem.

�It is not so much a problem as it is a
promise of things that can be. It is an op-
portunity. Let us take advantage of it, for a
church that is open to all people is a church
that grows. Isn�t this what happened when
the Apostle Paul, the patron saint of the

Archdiocese, took the message of Christ to
the Gentiles, the Greeks, and the Romans
of the Eastern Mediterranean, despite the
disapproval of some of his fellow disciples?�

New York Magazine has printed a lie
and you are obligated by principles of jour-
nalistic fairness to print the truth. Anything
less would demonstrate that New York
Magazine is unwilling to act responsibly. And
please correct your factual error that states
�about 90 percent of Greek-Americans
marry outside the faith.�  Marrying outside
the faith implies that they do not marry in a
Church rite of matrimony. Although in some
Dioceses up to 90 percent of our faithful
marry Christians from other faith commu-
nities, they do in fact marry with the sacred
rites of the Greek Orthodox Church. And
very often, the non-Orthodox Christian
spouses become Orthodox themselves,
something your article failed to mention.
Please be aware that these very points were
made in one of the numerous interviews I
gave your journalists during their prepara-
tion of the article. How they could get these
basic facts wrong and go to press strains
credulity itself.

10) As far as the quotation ascribed to
me on separatism, I utterly reject the inter-
pretation given my remarks. If you cannot
restrain your reporters from reading the
minds of their interviewees, please allow the
full context of the remarks to be printed,
rather than a skewed interpretation. Taking
people our of their own context in order to
fabricate a context of your own is neither
worthy of the journalistic endeavor nor is it
entertaining. My remarks were made in the
context of sharing with your reporters the
diversity that exists within our own com-
munity. Your interpretation smacks of the
exact opposite.

11) As for the assertion that Archbishop
Spyridon �has chosen celibate priests over
married ones for almost all his administra-
tive appointments,� a simple fact check
would have revealed the opposite. Of the
fifteen administrative posts at the Archdio-
cese and ancillary institutions headed by
clergy (there are many other positions filled
by lay people), nine, including the Chancel-
lor of the Archdiocese  the highest ranking
priest in the country, are held by married
clergy and six are held by celibate clergy (two
are bishops), hardly �all his administrative
appointments.� In addition, all three Dea-
cons serving at the Archdiocese, including
the Archdeacon, are married men. Where
did your reporter get his information?  Cer-
tainly not from the public records of the
Archdiocese.

12) In addition, far from �requiring
priests to wear the traditional long beards

See RESPONSE page 19
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Ðñïò ôïõò åõëáâÝóôá-
ôïõò Éåñáôéêþò ÐñïúóôáìÝ-
íïõò, ôá åíôéìüôáôá ÊïéíïôéêÜ
Óõìâïýëéá, ôá ÇìåñÞóéá êáé
ÁðïãåõìáôéíÜ Ó÷ïëåßá, ôéò
Öéëüðôù÷åò Áäåëöüôçôåò,
ôéò Ïìïóðïíäßåò Åëëçíéêþí
Óùìáôåßùí êáé ïëüêëçñç ôçí
Åëëçíïñèüäïîç ÏìïãÝíåéá
ôùí ÇíùìÝíùí Ðïëéôåéþí.

Ðñïóöéëåßò Ïìïãåíåßò,

Ì å ìåãÜëç ðáôñéêÞ
÷áñÜ óáò áíáããÝë-

ëù êáé ðÜëé åöÝôïò ôçí
åôÞóéá åïñôáóôéêÞ ðáñÝëáóç
ôçò 25çò Ìáñôßïõ. Ìå ôçí
åîáßóéá êáé ëáìðñÞ áõôÞ
åïñôÞ Ý÷ïõìå ôç ìïíáäéêÞ
åõêáéñßá, ùò ìÝëç ìéáò åíé-

ÅÃÊÕÊËÉÏÓ ÔÏÕ ÓÅÂ. ÁÑ×ÉÅÐÉÓÊÏÐÏÕ ÁÌÅÑÉÊÇÓ ê. ÓÐÕÑÉÄÙÍÁ ÃÉÁ ÔÇÍ 25ç ÌÁÑÔÉÏÕ

áßáò Åëëçíïñèüäïîçò êïéíüôçôáò ôçò ÁìåñéêÞò, íá åêöñÜóïõìå
ï Ýíáò óôïí Üëëï, áëëÜ óõã÷ñüíùò êáé óôïõò ðñïóöéëåßò
Áìåñéêáíïýò óõìðáôñéþôåò ìáò, ôçí ïìïñöéÜ êáé ôçí áñåôÞ
ôçò êïéíÞò ïñèüäïîçò êáé åëëçíïáìåñéêáíéêÞò ìáò ôáõôüôçôáò.

Ã éá üóïõò åßíáé ìÝôï÷ïé ôçò Åëëçíïñèüäïîçò ðßóôçò êáé
êëçñïíïìéÜò, ç 25ç Ìáñôßïõ åßíáé çìÝñá ðíåõìáôéêÞò

áíáãÝííçóçò. Äéüôé ìå ôçí åïñôÞ ôïõ Åõáããåëéóìïý åîáßñïõìå
ðáíçãõñéêÜ ôï ÷áñïðïéü ìÞíõìá ôïõ Áñ÷áããÝëïõ ÃáâñéÞë ðñïò
ôçí õðåñáãßá Èåïôüêï ãéá ôçí áíáãÝííçóç ôïõ áíèñþðéíïõ
ãÝíïõò åê ìÝñïõò ôïõ Áãßïõ Ðíåýìáôïò. Ìå ôïí óõíáêüëïõèï
åïñôáóìü ôçò çìÝñáò ôçò ÅëëçíéêÞò Áíåîáñôçóßáò ôéìïýìå ôçí
åèíéêÞ ðáëéããåíåóßá ôïõ Åëëçíéêïý ëáïý.

Ùò ëáüò, ãáëïõ÷çèÞêáìå áðü äýï óïöÝò êáé êáëÝò
ÌçôÝñåò, ÷Üñç óôéò ïðïßåò åêðëçñþèçêáí óôç æùÞ

ìáò ïé èåßåò ÃñáöÝò: <ç äÝ åëåçìïóýíç áõôÞò áíÝóôçóåí ôÜ

ôÝêíá áõôÞò êáß åðëïý-
ôçóáí> (Ðáñ. 31, 28). Ìå ôç
÷Üñç ôçò ÌçôÝñáò ôïõ Èåïý
êáé ìå ôçí ðëïýóéá êëçñï-
íïìéÜ êáé ôï Þèïò ôçò áãáðç-
ìÝíçò ìáò ÅëëÜäáò, ï åëëç-
íïáìåñéêáíéêüò ëáüò ðñáã-
ìáôéêÜ áíõøþèçêå êáé åì-
ðëïõôßóèçêå óå âáèìü áíÝë-
ðéóôï.

×ñÝïò ìáò ëïéðüí, ùò
ìÝëç ìéáò ïéêïãÝ-

íåéáò åí ×ñéóôþ êáé ùò ðéóôÜ
ôÝêíá ôçò ÅëëÜäáò, íá åãåñ-
èïýìå îáíÜ, íá óõóðåéñù-
èïýìå êáé íá âáäßóïõìå óå
ðïñåßá ðñïò ôéìÞ ôçò ìåãÜ-
ëçò åïñôÞò ôïõ Åõáããåëéóìïý
êáé ôçò Åðåôåßïõ ôçò Åëëç-

íéêÞò Áíåîáñôçóßáò. Ïé åïñôáóôéêÝò åêäçëþóåéò ãéá ôçí 25ç
Ìáñôßïõ, ìáò äßíåé ôçí åõêáéñßá íá åêäçëþóïõìå ãéá ìéÜ áêüìç
öïñÜ ôçí õðåñçöÜíåéÜ ìáò, ôçí áöïóßùóÞ ìáò, ôçí ðéóôüôçôÜ
ìáò, ôçí åõãíùìïóýíç ìáò êáé ôçí áãÜðç ìáò óôç ÌçôÝñá ôïõ
Èåïý ãéá üëá üóá, ìå ôéò ìåóéôåßåò ôçò, ðáñÝ÷åé óôçí Åêêëçóßá
êáé óôçí ðáôñßäá ìáò. Ùò Ýíáò ëáüò Üãéïò, áò óôáèïýìå êáé
ðÜëé üëïé ï Ýíáò ðëÜé óôïí Üëëï êáé áò ãéïñôÜóïõìå ìå
õðåñçöÜíåéá ôç äéðëÞ åïñôÞ ôçò 25çò Ìáñôßïõ.

Ìå åïñôáóôéêÝò êáé ðáôñéêÝò åí Êõñßù åõ÷Ýò,
Ï ÁÑ×ÉÅÐÉÓÊÏÐÏÓ

Ï Ðáëáéþí Ðáôñþí Ãåñìáíüò åõëïãåß ôá ðáëéêÜñéá óôçí Áãßá Ëáýñá

Ì å áíõðïìïíçóßá áíáìÝíåé ç
åëëçíïáìåñéêáíéêÞ êïéíüôç-
ôá ôçí çìÝñá ôçò 25çò Ìáñ-
ôßïõ êáé ôéò ãéïñôáóôéêÝò åê-

äçëþóåéò ðïõ ïñãáíþíïíôáé êáé ðñïåôïé-
ìÜæïíôáé áðü ôéò êïéíüôçôåò, ôïõò
óõëëüãïõò êáé ôéò ïìïóðïíäßåò ìáò ó� üëç
ôçí ÁìåñéêÞ.

Ôé êÜíåé ôï ìéêñü ìáèçôÞ ôïõ Äçìï-
ôéêïý ó÷ïëåßïõ íá êõìáôßæåé ñõèìéêÜ ìéá
åëëçíéêÞ óçìáßá Þ íá áãùíéÜ ãéá ôçí
áðáããåëßá ôïõ ðïéÞìáôïò ôïõ óôç
ó÷ïëéêÞ ãéïñôÞ; Áðñïóäéüñéóôá êé áíÜ-
êáôá åßíáé ôá óõíáéóèÞìáôá ðïõ íéþèïõí
ôá ðáéäéÜ, äåí êáôáëáâáßíïõíå êáëÜ-êáëÜ
áõôÜ ôá ëüãéá ôá ìåãÜëá êáé ôá ìåãáëß-
óôéêá. Êé üìùò ôï âëÝðåéò óôá ìÜôéá ôïõò
êáé óôï ÷áìüãåëü ôïõò. Ôï ìÞíõìá ðåñíÜ.
Áðü ÷ñïíéÜ óå ÷ñïíéÜ. Áðü ãåíéÜ óå ãåíéÜ.

ÊÜèå ó÷ïëåéü, êÜèå êïéíüôçôá, êÜèå
óùìáôåßï Þ óýëëïãïò, áêüìá êáé óôçí ðéü
áðüìáêñç ãùíéÜ ôçò ÁìåñéêÞò èá ãéïñôÜ-
óåé ìå ôï äéêü ôïõ ôñüðï ôç ìåãÜëç ìÝñá
ôçò äéðëÞò ãéïñôÞò ôïõ Åõáããåëéóìïý ôçò
Èåïôüêïõ êáé ôïõ îåóçêùìïý ôïõ ÃÝíïõò.
Áðü ôçí ðéü áðëÞ áðáããåëßá ðïéçìÜôùí
ìÝ÷ñé ôçí ðéü ðïëõðëçèÞ ðáñÝëáóç ôï
ìÞíõìá ôçò áöïóßùóçò óôéò åëëçíï-
÷ñéóôéáíéêÝò ìáò ðáñáäüóåéò èá ðåñÜóåé
óå ìéá áêüìç ãåíéÜ íåáñþí âëáóôáñéþí
ôçò ÏìïãÝíåéÜò ìáò. Áõôü åßíáé Üëëùóôå
ðïõ ìÝíåé. Åëðßäá ãéá ôï áýñéï êáé ãéá ôéò
ðáñåëÜóåéò ðïõ èá �ñèïýí.

Óôá ðëáßóéá áõôÜ, ï Óåâ. Áñ÷éåðß-
óêïðïò ÁìåñéêÞò ê. Óðõñßäùí ìå åãêýêëéï
ôïõ ðïõ ðáñáèÝôïõìå ó� áõôü ôï öýëëï,
êáëåß üëïõò ôïõò ðéóôïýò íá óõììåôÜ-
ó÷ïõí åíåñãÜ êáé íá åíéó÷ýóïõí ìå êÜèå
ôñüðï ôéò ãéïñôáóôéêÝò åêäçëþóåéò êáé
ðáñåëÜóåéò.

Óôç ìçôñïðïëéôéêÞ ðåñéï÷Þ ôçò ÍÝáò
Õüñêçò, ç ÅèíéêÞ ìáò ðáñÝëáóç óôç 5ç
Ëåùöüñï áðïôåëåß áðïêïñýöùìá ôùí
åêäçëþóåùí ìå ôç óõììåôï÷Þ äåêÜäùí
÷éëéÜäùí ïìïãåíþí, ó÷ïëåßùí, êïéíïôÞ-
ôùí, åèíéêïôïðéêþí ïñãáíþóåùí êáé
ïìïóðïíäéþí. Ç ðáñÝëáóç èá ðñáãìáôï-
ðïéçèåß öÝôïò ôçí ÊõñéáêÞ 28 Ìáñôßïõ
êáé üðùò êÜèå ÷ñüíï ïñãáíþíåôáé
ðõñåôùäþò áðü ôçí Ïìïóðïíäßá Åëëç-
íéêþí Óùìáôåßùí Ìåßæïíïò ÍÝáò Õüñêçò.

Ôçí ßäéá ÊõñéáêÞ ç Ïìïóðïíäßá
Åëëçíéêþí Óùìáôåßùí ÍÝáò Áããëßáò
äéïñãáíþíåé ôç ìåãÜëç ôçò ðáñÝëáóç óôç
Âïóôþíç. Åî Üëëïõ ðáñåëÜóåéò äéïñãáíþ-
íïõí êáé ïé ôïðéêÝò ïìïóðïíäßåò óôçí
ÖéëáäÝëöåéá (28 Ìáñôßïõ) êáé óôï ÔÜñ-
ðïí Óðñßíãêò ôçò Öëüñéäá (ÊõñéáêÞ 21
Ìáñôßïõ).

Óôïí ¢ãéï Öñáãêßóêï ôçò Êáëéöüñíéá
ç ðáñÝëáóç, ðïõ ïñãáíþíåôáé áðü ôá
ÅíùìÝíá ÅëëçíïáìåñéêáíéêÜ Óùìáôåßá
ôçò Âüñåéáò Êáëéöüñíéáò, ðñáãìáôï-
ðïéåßôáé öÝôïò ôçí ÊõñéáêÞ 21 Ìáñôßïõ.
Èá áêïëïõèÞóåé ìåãÜëç ðïëéôéóôéêÞ
åêäÞëùóç óôï èÝáôñï Herbst, áöéåñùìÝíç

H ÏìïãÝíåéá
ãéïñôÜæåé ôçí
25ç Ìáñôßïõ

� óåë. 16

Ç <ÊõñéáêÞ ôçò Ïñèïäïîßáò>, ðïõ
ãéïñôÜóáìå óôéò 28 Öåâñïõáñßïõ áðïôÝ-
ëåóå ôï áðïêïñýöùìá ôùí åêäçëþóåùí
êáé äéåñãáóéþí ðïõ Üñ÷éóáí ìå ôçí
ôáêôéêÞ ÅáñéíÞ Óõíåäñßá ôçò ÉåñÜò
Åðáñ÷éáêÞò Óõíüäïõ.

Ç Óýíïäïò
Ç ÉåñÜ Óýíïäïò õðü ôçí ðñïåäñßá

ôïõ Óåâ. Áñ÷éåðéóêüðïõ ÁìåñéêÞò ê.
Óðõñßäùíá êáôÜñôéóå ôá ôñéðñüóùðá
ãéá ôéò ÷çñåýïõóåò åðéóêïðÝò ÍÝáò
ÉåñóÝçò, ÁôëÜíôáò êáé Íôéôñüéô. Áó÷ïëÞ-
èçêå åðßóçò ìå èÝìáôá Êáíïíéêïý ÷áñá-

Óçìåßï áíáöïñÜò ç <ÊõñéáêÞ ôçò Ïñèïäïîßáò>
ÔÏ ÁÈÇÍÁÃÏÑÅÉÏ

Âñáâåßï óôïí Íïìðåëßóôá
êáèçãçôÞ Elie Wiesel

ôåñìáôéóìü åê ìÝñïõò ôçò Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò
äéêáóôéêÞò áãùãÞò êáé ôçí äéåõèÝôçóç ôïõ
èÝìáôïò ôïõ ôáìåßïõ ôçò <Çãåóßáò ôùí
100> ìå ôçí áíáãíþñéóç ôïõ ùò îå÷ùñé-
óôïý ìç êåñäïóêïðéêïý ïñãáíéóìïý.

Óõíåäñßáóå
êáé ôï Áñ÷éåðéóêïðéêü Óõìâïýëéï

Óå èåñìü êáé åéëéêñéíÝò êëßìá ïëïêëç-
ñþèçêáí ôï ÓÜââáôï 27 Öåâñïõáñßïõ ïé
åñãáóßåò ôïõ Áñ÷éåðéóêïðéêïý Óõìâïõ-
ëßïõ, ðïõ óõíåäñßáóå óôïõò ÷þñïõò ôïõ
Êáèåäñéêïý Éåñïý Íáïý ôçò Áãßáò ÔñéÜäïò
óôç ÍÝá Õüñêç.

<¸÷ïõìå äþóåé ôçí õðüó÷åóç êáé
Ý÷ïõìå ôÜîåé ôïõò åáõôïýò ìáò óôçí
õðçñåóßá ôçò Åêêëçóßáò êáé ôçò Áñ÷éåðé-
óêïðÞò> ôüíéóå ï Óåâ. Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò
ÁìåñéêÞò ê. Óðõñßäùí óôçí ïìéëßá ôïõ
ðñïò ôá ìÝëç ôïõ Áñ÷éåðéóêïðéêïý
Óõìâïõëßïõ êáé ôçò ÅèíéêÞò Öéëïðôþ÷ïõ
Áäåëöüôçôáò. Ôüíéóå áêüìç ôçí áíÜãêç
óõóðåßñùóçò ôùí ðéóôþí þóôå íá
áíôéóôáèïýìå áðïôåëåóìáôéêÜ óôéò
ðéÝóåéò êáé äéþîåéò ðïõ õðïâÜëåôáé
óÞìåñá ç Åêêëçóßá óôçí ÁìåñéêÞ åê ôùí

ôïõ Óôáýñïõ Ðáðáãåñìáíïý

êôÞñá ðïõ åß÷áí õðïâëçèåß óôçí ðñïç-
ãïýìåíç óõíåäñßáóç, ôçí ìåëÝôç ôïõ æçôÞ-
ìáôïò ôçò Ëïãßáò ôùí êïéíïôÞôùí êáé ôçí
åîÝôáóç ôçò ó÷Ýóçò ôçò Éåñáñ÷ßáò ìå ôïí
Ôýðï. Åð� áõôïý, áðïöáóßóôçêå íá
áíáíåùèåß ç èÝóç ðïõ äéáôõðþèçêå óôï
ðáñåëèüí, üôé äçëáäÞ ç Éåñáñ÷ßá äåí
ôáõôßæåôáé ìå ïðïéáäÞðïôå ïñãÜíùóç
ëáúêþí Þ Üëëç ðáñáåêêëçóéáóôéêÞ ïñãÜ-
íùóç êáé åðïìÝíùò äåí åðéêñïôåß ôçí
÷ñÞóç ôïõ ïíüìáôïò ôçò áðü ïðïéá-
äÞðïôå ôÝôïéá ïñãÜíùóç. Ç Óýíïäïò
åîÝöñáóå ôçí éêáíïðïßçóÞ ôçò ãéá ôïí � óåë. 14

Ìå ÂõæáíôéíÞ ìåãáëïðñÝðåéá ôåëÝóôçêå ç Èåßá Ëåéôïõñãßá óôïí Êáèåäñéêü
Áñ÷éåðéóêïðéêü Íáü ôçò Áãßáò ÔñéÜäïò, ôçí ÊõñéáêÞ ôçò Ïñèïäïîßáò.
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ôïõ êáè. Ãåùñãßïõ ÌðåìðÞ

Ï ê. Ãåþñãéïò Ó. ÌðåìðÞò åßíáé êáèçãçôÞò
Ðáôñïëïãßáò,óôçí ÈåïëïãéêÞ Ó÷ïëÞ ôïõ Ôéìßïõ Óôáõñïý,
ôçò É. Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò ÁìåñéêÞò.

Ï ÁÃÉÏÓ ÊÏÓÌÁÓ Ï ÁÉÔÙËÏÓ
êáé ç ÅëëçíéêÞ Ðáëëéãåíåóßá ôïõ 1821

Ê áèþò åôïéìáæüìáóôå íá ãéïñôÜóïõìå óå ëßãåò
ìÝñåò ôçí éåñÞ åðÝôåéï ôçò ÅëëçíéêÞò
ÅðáíÜóôáóçò ôïõ 1821, ç óêÝøç êáé ç êáñäéÜ

ìáò óôñÝöåôáé ðñïò ôéò ìåãÜëåò êáé ïëïöþôåéíåò åêåßíåò
ìïñöÝò, ðïõ ìå èõóßåò êáé ìü÷èïõò ðñïåôïßìáóáí ôçí
áðßóôåõôç, ôçí õðåñÜíèñùðç Ðáëéããåíåóßá ôïõ
Åëëçíéêïý ÃÝíïõò, óôéò áñ÷Ýò ôïõ 19ïõ áéþíá. ×ùñßò
áìöéâïëßá ôï Åëëçíéêü ÃÝíïò êáôÜ ôï äéÜóôçìá ôçò
ðéêñÞò äïõëåßáò ôùí ôåóóÜñùí êáé ðëÝïí áéþíùí,
ðáñïõóßáóå Ýîï÷åò êáé êáôÜëáìðñåò ìïñöÝò ïé ïðïßåò
áãùíßóèçêáí ôïí áãþíá ôïí êáëü ãéá ôçí óùôÞñéá
áðåëåõèÝñùóç ôïõ ÃÝíïõò. ÌÝóá óôçí çñùéêÞ ÷ïñåßá
ôùí áãßùí Ðáôñéáñ÷þí, Áñ÷éåñÝùí, éåñÝùí, äéáêüíùí,
ìïíá÷þí êáé ëáúêþí, ßóôáôáé ç áãßá ìïñöÞ ôïõ
áîéïèáýìáóôïõ ìïíá÷ïý êáé äéäáóêÜëïõ ôïõ ÃÝíïõò ôïõ
ÊïóìÜ ôïõ Áéôùëïý.

Ï Üãéïò ÊïóìÜò ï Áéôùëüò ãåííÞèçêå êáôÜ ðÜóá
ðéèáíüôçôá óôï ÷ùñéü ÌÝãá ÄÝíäñï ôï 1714,
üðùò ìáò ðëçñïöïñåß ï ðñþôïò âéïãñÜöïò

êáé óõíáîáñéóôÞò ôïõ ï Üãéïò Íéêüäçìïò ï Áãéïñåßôçò.
Ôéò ðñþôåò âáóéêÝò óðïõäÝò ôïõ ôéò Ýëáâå áðü ôá
ôïðéêÜ ó÷ïëåßá ôçò åðï÷Þò ôïõ êáé ìÜëéóôá áðü ôï
ðåñßöçìï ó÷ïëåßï ôçò Áãßáò ÐáñáóêåõÞò, üðïõ
óðïýäáóå ìå ôïí åðßóçò ðåñßöçìï áäåëöü ôïõ
×ñýóáíèï, êÜôù áðü åðéöáíåßò äéäáóêÜëïõò, üðùò ôïí
Ãüñäéï êáé ÈåïöÜíç. Êáôüðéí ìåôÝâç óôï ¢ãéï ¼ñïò.
Ï ßäéïò ï Üãéïò ÊïóìÜò óôçí ðñþôç Äéäá÷Þ ãñÜöåé, üôé
Ýìåéíå äÝêá êáé åðôÜ Ýôç óôï ¢ãéï ¼ñïò êáé <Ýêëáéå äéÜ
ôåò áìáñôßåò ôïõ>. Åêåß óðïýäáóå óôçí ðáóßãíùóôç
ÁèùíéÜäá Ó÷ïëÞ êáé ìáèÞôåõóå êïíôÜ óå ìåãÜëïõò
äáóêÜëïõò üðùò ï Ðáíáãéþôçò ÐáëáìÜò, ï Íéêüëáïò
Ôæáñôæïýëéïò êáé ï äéÜóçìïò óïöüò ôçò åðï÷Þò, ï
ÅõãÝíéïò Âïýëãáñçò. ÄéäÜ÷èçêå Öéëïóïößá, ËïãéêÞ,
ÅëëçíéêÜ, ÅâñáúêÜ, ÃáëëéêÜ êáé áóöáëþò ôçí Èåïëïãßá.
(ÉùÜííïõ Ìåíïýíïõ, ÊïóìÜ ôïõ Áéôùëïý Äéäá÷Ýò êáé
Âéïãñáößá, Åêä. ÔÞíïò, 1979, ó. 20, 17, 148).

Ïé óïöïß áõôïß Üíäñåò åíåöýóçóáí óôç íåáñÞ áãíÞ
øõ÷Þ ôïõ ÊïóìÜ, ôçí áãÜðç ðñïò ôçí åëåõèåñßá êáé
ôïí åéóÞãáãáí óôá ìåãÜëá ìõóôéêÜ êáé ôçí áãùíéþäç
ðñïóìïíÞ ôçò ÁíáóôÜóçò ôïõ ÃÝíïõò. ÁëëÜ ï ÊïóìÜò
åìíÝïíôáí áðü ôçí öëüãá ôïõ Åõáããåëßïõ êáé ôïõ
åõáããåëéêïý êçñýãìáôïò. ¹ôáí Ýôïéìïò íá áñ÷ßóåé ôéò
áðïóôïëéêÝò ðåñéïäåßåò ôïõ ãéá ôçí ðíåõìáôéêÞ
áðåëåõèÝñùóç êáé ôçí åðéóôñïöÞ óôéò Åëëçíïñèüäïîåò
ñßæåò ìéáò ãíÞóéáò ÷ñéóôéáíéêÞò æùÞò. Ãé� áõôü, óôçí
ðñþôç Äéäá÷ç ôïõ ôïíßæåé ôá åîÞò: <...Åßìáé ëïéðüí êáé
åãþ, áäåëöïß ìïõ, Üíèñùðïò áìáñôùëüò ÷åéñüôåñïò
áðü üëïí ôïí êüóìïí. Åßìáé üìùò äïýëïò ôïõ Êõñßïõ
ìïõ Éçóïý ×ñéóôïý, ôïõ ÅóôáõñùìÝíïõ êáé Èåïý. ¼÷é
ðùò åßìáé åãþ Üîéïò íá åßìáé äïýëïò ôïõ ×ñéóôïý, áëëÜ
ï ×ñéóôüò ìïõ ìå êáôáäÝ÷åôáé äéÜ ôçí åõóðëá÷íßá ôïõ>,
êáé óõìðëçñþíåé <ÄéáâÜæïíôáò ôï Üãéïí êáé éåñüí
ÅõáããÝëéïí çýñçêá ìÝóá ðïëëÜ êáé äéÜöïñá íïÞìáôá,
ôá ïðïßá åßíáé üëá ìáñãáñéôÜñéá, äéáìÜíôéá, èçóáõñüò,
ðëïýôïò, ÷áñÜ, åõöñïóýíç, æùÞ áéþíéïò. ÓéìÜ åéò ôá
Üëëá, çýñçêá êáé ôïýôïí ôïí ëüãïí üðïõ ëÝãåé ï ×ñéóôüò
ìáò ðùò äåí ðñÝðåé êáíÝíáò ÷ñéóôéáíüò, Üíäñáò Þ
ãõíáßêá, íá öñïíôßæåé ãéá ôïõ ëüãïõ ôïõ ìüíïí ðùò èá
óùèåß, áëëÜ íá öñïíôßæåé êáé äéÜ ôïõò áäåëöïýò ôïõ.
Êáé üðïéïò öñïíôßæåé ìüíïí äéÜ ôïõ ëüãïõ ôïõ êáé äåí
öñïíôßæåé êáé äéÜ ôïõ áäåëöïýò ôïõ åêåßíïò èá
êïëáóèåß...> (Ìåíïýíïõ, ó. 116-118).

Å í ðÜóé ðåñéðôþóåé, ï Üãéïò ÊïóìÜò ìåôÜ ôéò
óðïõäÝò ôïõ óôçí ÁèùíéÜäá ìüíáóå óôçí
ãíùóôÞ ÌïíÞ ÖéëïèÝïõ, üðïõ åêÜñç ìïíá÷üò

êáé ÷åéñïôïíÞèçêå <éåñïìüíá÷ïò>. ¹ôáí óôçí þñéìç
çëéêßá ôùí 46 åôþí. Ðñéí áñ÷ßóåé ôçí éåñáðïóôïëéêÞ ôïõ
êëßóç èåþñçóå ïñèü íá ëÜâåé ôçí óåðôÞ Üäåéá êáé åõëïãßá
ôïõ ÐáôñéÜñ÷ïõ ôïõ ÃÝíïõò ôïõ Óåñáöåßì Â´. ÌåôÝâç
ëïéðüí óôçí Êùíóôáíôéíïýðïëç êáé ìå ôçí åõëïãßá ôïõ
Ïéêïõìåíéêïý ÐáôñéÜñ÷ç Üñ÷éóå íá êçñýôôåé óôá <÷ùñéÜ>
ôçò Êùíóôáíôéíïýðïëçò êáé ôçò ÈñÜêçò. Ôï 1761 ôïí
âñßóêïõìå, ðÜëé, óôçí Êùíóôáíôéíïýðïëç ãéá íá ëÜâåé
ôçí åõëïãßá ôïõ íÝïõ ÐáôñéÜñ÷ç ÓáìïõÞë êáé ôï 1774
ãéá íá ëÜâåé ôçí åõëïãßá ôïõ ÐáôñéÜñ÷ç Óùöñïíßïõ Â´.

Ôá ðÜíôá Ýðñáôôå ï Üãéïò ÊïóìÜò ìÝóá óôá éåñÜ
ðëáßóéá ôçò ÉåñÞò ÐáñÜäïóçò êáé ôçò ÅêêëçóéáóôéêÞò
ôÜîåùò. ¸ôóé ìå ôçí åõëïãßá êáé ôçí åíèÜññõíóç ôçò
Ìçôñüò Åêêëçóßáò ï íÝïò Áðüóôïëïò Üñ÷éóå ôéò
ðåñßöçìåò ðåñéïäåßåò ôïõ óôá íçóéÜ êáé óôçí ÊåíôñéêÞ
êáé Âüñåéá ÅëëÜäá. Ïé âéïãñÜöïé êáé åñåõíçôÝò ìéëïýí
ãéá ôÝóóåñéò ìáêñÝò ðåñéüäïõò. ¼ðùò, áêñéâþò ï
Áðüóôïëïò Ðáýëïò.

Ç áðïôåëåóìáôéêüôçôá ôùí ðåñéïäåéþí ôïõ áãßïõ
ÊïóìÜ öÜíçêå áìÝóùò. ×éëéÜäåò áðëïß Üíèñùðïé, áëëÜ
êáé ðïëëïß êëçñéêïß, üðùò ï öùôéóìÝíïò åðßóêïðïò
Äåëâßíïõ Éùáííßêéïò äÝ÷èçêáí ôï óùôÞñéï ìÞíõìá ôïõ
Åõáããåëßïõ áðü ôï öùôéóìÝíï óôüìá ôïõ óåìíïý êáé
ôáðåéíïý ìïíá÷ïý. Åêéíåßôï óáöÝóôáôá ìÝóá óôá
áðáñÜãñáðôá ðáñáäïóéáêÜ üñéá ôçò Åëëçíïñèüäïîçò
èåïëïãßáò êáé æùÞò. ËÝåé ëïéðüí óôçí ðñþôç ôïõ äéäá÷Þ,
< ÁöÞíùìåí ëïéðüí, áäåëöïß ìïõ, ôáò öëõáñßåò ôùí
áóåâþí, ôùí áéñåôéêþí, ôùí áèÝùí êáé ëÝãïìåí ìüíïí
üóá ôï Ðíåýìá ôï Üãéïí åöþôéóå ôïõò áãßïõò
ÐñïöÞôáò, ôïõò áãßïõò Áðïóôüëïõò, ôïõò áãßïõò
ÐáôÝñåò ôçò Åêêëçóßáò ìáò êáé ìáò Ýãñáøáí>
(Ìåíïýíïõ, ó. 119).

Â åâáßùò óôá êçñýãìáôÜ ôïõ ï Üãéïò ÊïóìÜò ï
Áéôùëüò Þôáí üíôùò ðñïóåêôéêüò, þóôå íá ìç
èßîåé ôéò öéëýðïðôåò ÔïõñêéêÝò áñ÷Ýò. ÌåôÜ

ôçí åðáíÜóôáóç ôïõ Ñþóïõ Ïñëþö (ôá ëåãüìåíá
ÏñëùöéêÜ êáôÜ ôï 1770), ôçí ïðïßá ðëÞñùóå óêëçñÜ
ï Åëëçíéêüò ëáüò, ï Üãéïò ÊïóìÜò äåí åðéèõìåß íá
êáôçãïñçèåß ùò åðßóçìïò õðïóôçñéêôÞò ôçò ÅëëçíéêÞò
ÅèíéêÞò åîÝãåñóçò. Ï óêïðüò ôïõ Þôáí ç ðñïåôïéìáóßá
ôïõ ÃÝíïõò ãéá ôï <ðïèïýìåíï>, üðùò êñõðôïãñáöéêÜ
Ýëåãå, ãéá ôçí ìåãÜëç çìÝñá ôçò Ðáëéããåíåóßáò. Êáé åäþ
Ýãêåéôáé ç áíåêôßìçôç ðñïóöïñÜ ôïõ áãßïõ ÊïóìÜ.
ÂñÞêå ìéá ÅëëÜäá ó÷åäüí êáôåóôñáììÝíç ðíåõìáôéêÜ.
¼ëïé ó÷åäüí ïé éóôïñéêïß, ïé ïðïßïé áó÷ïëïýíôáé ìå ôçí
ðåñßïäï áõôÞ ìéëïýí ãéá ôçí âáñâáñüôçôá ôùí çèþí,
ôçí áìÜèåéá êáé ôçí öôþ÷åéá ðïõ åðéêñáôïýóå óôéò
ðüëåéò êáé ôá ÷ùñéÜ. Ç Ýëëåéøç ó÷ïëåßùí, ç áðïõóßá
êáôÜëëçëá ìïñöùìÝíïõ êëÞñïõ êáé êõñßùò ç öïâåñÞ
ìÜóôéãá ôçò áëëáîïðéóôßáò êáé ôïõ åîéóëáìéóìïý, Þôáí
ôá èëéâåñÜ ÷áñáêôçñéóôéêÜ ôçò åðï÷Þò. Ç ðáñïõóßá
êáé ôï åëðéäïöüñï êÞñõãìá ôïõ áãßïõ ÊïóìÜ ôïõ
Áéôùëïý áíÝôñåøáí ôï ÷åéìáññþäåò ñåýìá ðñïò ôçí
åèíéêÞ êáé èñçóêåõôéêÞ êáôáóôñïöÞ. Ãé� áõôü äéåêÞ-
ñõóóå óõíå÷þò, <Êáëýôåñá íá Ý÷åéò åéò ôçí ÷þñáí óïõ
ó÷ïëåßïí åëëçíéêüí ðáñÜ íá Ý÷åéò âñýóåò êáé ðïôáìïýò,
äéüôé ç âñýóç ðïôßæåé ôï óþìá, ôï äå ó÷ïëåßï ðïôßæåé
ôçí øõ÷Þí, ôï ó÷ïëåßïí áíïßãåé ôåò åêêëçóßåò, ôï ó÷ïëåßï
áíïßãåé ôá ìïíáóôÞñéá>.

Å ðéìÝíåé ï Üãéïò ÊïóìÜò óôçí åêìÜèçóç ôùí
Åëëçíéêþí ãñáììÜôùí. <Íá óðïõäÜæåôå êáé
åóåßò, áäåëöïß ìïõ, íá ìáíèÜíåôå ãñÜììáôá

üóïí çìðïñåßôå êáé, áí äåí åìÜèáôå ïé ðáôÝñåò, íá
óðïõäÜóåôå ôá ðáéäéÜ óáò íá ìáíèÜíïõí ôá ÅëëçíéêÜ,
äéáôß êáé ç Åêêëçóßá ìáò åßíáé åéò ôçí åëëçíéêÞí êáé áí
äåí óðïõäÜæåéò ôá åëëçíéêÜ, áäåëöÝ ìïõ, äåí çìðïñåßò
íá êáôáëÜâåéò åêåßíá üðïõ ïìïëïãÜ ç Åêêëçóßá ìáò.
Êáëýôåñá áäåëöÝ ìïõ, íá Ý÷åéò ó÷ïëåßïí åëëçíéêüí,
ðáñÜ íá Ý÷åéò âñýóåò êáé ðïôÜìéá...> (Ìåíïýíïõ, ó.
209-210).

Âåâáßùò ôï ìÞíõìá ôïõ äåí Ýãéíå äåêôü áðü üëïõò.
Ïé åðéèÝóåéò ôïõ åíÜíôéá ôçò áäéêßáò, ôçò åêìåôÜë-
ëåõóçò êáé ôïõ ðñïêëçôéêïý ðëïõôéóìïý äçìéïýñãçóáí
å÷èñïýò, ïé ïðïßïé æÞôçóáí ôçí åîüíôùóÞ ôïõ.
ÐñïäïìÝíïò óôïí Êïýñô ÐáóÜ ôïõ Âåñáôßïõ, óõíåëÞ-
öèç êáé áðáã÷ïíßóôçêå êïíôÜ óôï ÷ùñéü Êáëéêüíôáóé.
¹ôáí ÓÜââáôï, 24 Áõãïýóôïõ 1779. Ôï ¢ãéï óêÞíùìá
ôïõ âñÝèçêå, áðü åõóåâÞ éåñÝá êáé åôÜöç ìå ó÷åôéêÝò
ôéìÝò. Ôï éåñü ëåßøáíü ôïõ âñßóêåôáé êáé óÞìåñá óôïí
éåñü íáü ôïõ áãßïõ ÊïóìÜ óôï Êáëéêüíôáóé.

Á ðü ôïí åðßóçìï ÓõíáîáñéóôÞ ôïõ 1819
ãßíåôáé ãíùóôü, üôé ï ÊïóìÜò ôéìÜôáé ùò
Üãéïò. Ôï 1961, åðß Ðáôñéáñ÷åßáò ôïõ

áåéìíÞóôïõ ÐáôñéÜñ÷ç Áèçíáãüñá ç ìíÞìç ôïõ ôéìÜôáé
åðßóçìá óôçí ÅëëçíéêÞ Ïñèüäïîç Åêêëçóßá. Ï Üãéïò
ÊïóìÜò ï Áéôùëüò ïíïìÜóôçêå Éåñáðüóôïëïò, ÐñïöÞ-
ôçò ôïõ ÃÝíïõò, Áðüóôïëïò ôùí öôù÷þí. Êáé äéêáßùò.
Äéüôé áöýðíéóå ôïí Åëëçíéêü Ïñèüäïîï ëáü áðü ôçí
íÜñêç êáé ôçí áìÜèåéá ôçò óêëáâéÜò êáé ôïõ Ýäùóå üëá
ôá ðíåõìáôéêÜ åöüäéá, þóôå ôï <ðïèïýìåíï> êáôÜ ôçí
äéêÞ ôïõ åîáéñåôéêÞ Ýêöñáóç, äçëáäÞ ç Ðáëéããåíåóßá
ôïõ ÃÝíïõò íá ãßíåé ðñáãìáôéêüôçôá.

¸ôóé êáèþò ðáíçãõñßæïõìå ôçí 25ç Ìáñôßïõ áò
åêöñÜóïõìå ôçí åõãíùìïóýíç ìáò óôïí ÐáíÜãáèï Èåü
äéüôé ìáò ÷Üñéóå, óôçí ÅëëçíéêÞ Ïñèüäïîç Åêêëçóßá,
ôïí Üãéï ÊïóìÜ ôïí Áéôùëü, ôïí ðñüäñïìï ôçò ÅëëçíéêÞò
Ðáëéããåíåóßáò ôïõ 1821.

Ýóù êáé ðïõ êéíïýíôáé áðü ôçí áêáôÜðáõóôç êáé
åãùêåíôñéêÞ äßøá ïñéóìÝíùí.

ÊáôÜ ôçí äéÜñêåéá ôùí äéÞìåñùí óõíåäñéÜóåùí
ðáñïõóéÜóôçêáí åíçìåñùôéêÝò áíáöïñÝò ðñïüäïõ áð�
üëá ôá ôìÞìáôá ôçò É. Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò. Åî� Üëëïõ ôï
Áñ÷éåðéóêïðéêü Óõìâïýëéï åíÝêñéíå øÞöéóìá ðïõ Ý÷åé
ùò åîÞò:

<Ìå âÜóç ôçí ðñïôñïðÞ ôçò ÉåñÜò ìáò Åðáñ÷éáêÞò
Óõíüäïõ ôï Áñ÷éåðéóêïðéêü Óõìâïýëéï êáëåß üëïõò ôïõò
ðéóôïýò íá åíóôåñíéóôïýí ôï ðíåýìá ôçò Áãßáò êáé
ÌåãÜëçò ÔåóóáñáêïóôÞò, ðïõ åßíáé ðíåýìá ìåôáíïßáò,
óõãíþìçò, áñìïíéêþí ó÷Ýóåùí êáé áãÜðçò.

>ÅìðíåõóìÝíïé áð� áõôÞ ôçí äéÜèåóç, áíôéôáó-
óüìáóôå óå êÜèå ðíåýìá Üñíçóçò, âëáðôéêÞò êáé
øõ÷ïöèüñïõ êñéôéêÞò êáé äéáéñÝóåùò êáé êáëïýìå üëïõò
íá ðñïóðáèÞóïõí íá äéáôçñÞóïõí ôçí åéñÞíç ðïõ ôïõò
óõíäÝåé ìåôáîý ôïõò, êáé ôçí åíüôçôá ðïõ äßíåé ôï ðíåýìá
ôïõ Èåïý. (<...áíå÷üìåíïé áëëÞëùí åí áãÜðç, óðïõäÜ-
æïíôåò ôçñåßí ôçí åíüôçôá ôïõ Ðíåýìáôïò åí ôù óõíäÝ-
óìù ôçò åéñÞíçò>, Åöåóßïõò 4:3).

>ÐñïóâëÝðïõìå óå ìéá íÝá áñ÷Þ óôç æùÞ ôçò
Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò ìáò üðïõ ç åéñÞíç, ç áãÜðç êáé ç åíüôçôá
ôïõ ×ñéóôïý èá åðéêñáôïýí, êáé üðïõ ï êáèÝíáò áðü
ìáò, êëçñéêïß êáé ëáúêïß, èá ìðïñïýí íá óõíå÷ßóïõí íá
ðñïóöÝñïõí ôéò õðçñåóßåò ôùí óôçí Åêêëçóßá êáé ôçí
ðßóôç ìáò, õðü ôçí êáèïäÞãçóç ôçò Éåñáñ÷ßáò ìáò êáé
ôïõ Áñ÷çãÝôç ìáò åóôáõñùìÝíïõ êáé áíáóôçìÝíïõ
Êõñßïõ çìþí Éçóïý ×ñéóôïý>.

Ç Öéëüðôù÷ïò
ÐáñÜëëçëá ìå ôï Áñ÷éåðéóêïðéêü Óõìâïýëéï

óõíåäñßáóå êáé ç ÃåíéêÞ ÓõíÝëåõóç ôçò ÅèíéêÞò
Öéëïðôþ÷ïõ Áäåëöüôçôáò õðü ôçí ðñïåäñåßá ôçò ê.
Åýáò ÊïíôÜêç. Åêôüò áðü ôç óõæÞôçóç ãéá ôá ôñÝ÷ïíôá
èÝìáôá êáé ôéò áíÜ ôçí åðéêñÜôåéá äéáêïíßåò ôçò
Öéëïðôþ÷ïõ, ç ÃåíéêÞ ÓõíÝëåõóç åîÝäùóå ôçí áêüëïõèç
áíáêïßíùóç:

<Ìå áãÜðç êáé óåâáóìü êáé ìå êýñéï ìÝëçìá ôçí
äéáôÞñçóç ôçò åíüôçôáò ôçò Åêêëçóßáò, æçôïýìå áðü ôïõò
Ìçôñïðïëßôåò ôçò ÉåñÜò Åðáñ÷éáêÞò Óõíüäïõ, íá
áðïêñïýïõí êÜèå öïñÜ, ôçí ÷ñÞóç áðü ôñßôïõò ôùí ëåãï-
ìÝíùí ôïõò, ãéá áëëïôñßïõò óêïðïýò éäéáßôåñá ôçò
áðüññçôçò Ýêèåóçò ôïõò ðñïò ôï Ïéêïõìåíéêü Ðáôñéáñ÷åßï.

Ðáñáêáëïýìå üðùò êáôçãïñçìáôéêÜ äçëþóïõí
ãñáðôþò üôé ïõäÝðïôå õðÝãñáøáí äÞëùóç äõóìåíÞ ãéá
ôï Ïéêïõìåíéêü Ðáôñéáñ÷åßï, ôïí Óåâ. Áñ÷éåðßóêïðï
ÁìåñéêÞò Þ åíåèÜññõíáí óõæçôÞóåéò ãýñù áðü ôçí
Áõôïêåöáëßá ôçò É. Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò ÁìåñéêÞò. ¸ôóé üëïé
ìáò âåâáéþíïõìå ôïí ëüãï ôïõ Ïéêïõìåíéêïý ìáò
ÐáôñéÜñ÷ç ê.ê. Âáñèïëïìáßïõ ôïõ Á´ üôé <Ç ðßóôç ìáò
åßíáé ç áãÜðç, ôï ìÞíõìá ìáò åßíáé äõíáôü êáé ç áëÞèåéá
ìáò åßíáé ïéêïõìåíéêÞ>.

Áèçíáãüñåéï Âñáâåßï
Óôïí Íïìðåëßóôá ÅéñÞíçò, êáèçãçôÞ Elie Wiesel

áðïíåìÞèçêå öÝôïò ôï Áèçíáãüñåéï Âñáâåßï ôïõ
ÔÜãìáôïò ôùí Áñ÷üíôùí ôïõ Áãßïõ ÁíäñÝá êáôÜ ôç
äéÜñêåéá ôçò åðßóçìçò åôÞóéáò äåîßùóçò ôùí Áñ÷üíôùí.

Ï Elie Wiesel åßíáé ãíùóôüò óå ðáãêüóìéï åðßðåäï
ùò áãùíéóôÞò ôùí áíèñùðßíùí äéêáéùìÜôùí. ÅðÝæçóå
ôïõ Åâñáúêïý Ïëïêáõôþìáôïò êáé ôïõ íáæéóôéêïý
óôñáôüðåäïõ óõãêåíôñþóåùò óôï ¢ïõóâéôò, êáôÜ ôïí
Â´ Ðáãêüóìéï Ðüëåìï êáé óôá ÷ñüíéá ðïõ áêïëïýèçóáí
áãùíßóôçêå ãéá ôçí áíáãíþñéóç ôïõ ïëïêáõôþìáôïò êáé
ôçí êáôáäßêç ôçò èçñéùäßáò ôùí Íáæß. ÓÞìåñá åßíáé
ôáêôéêüò êáèçãçôÞò ôïõ Ðáíåðéóôçìßïõ ôçò Âïóôþíçò,
äßíïíôáò äéáëÝîåéò óå üëá ôá ìåãÜëá ðáíåðéóôÞìéá ôùí
ÇÐÁ. ̧ ÷åé óõããñÜøåé ðÜíù áðü 40 âéâëßá êé Ý÷åé ôéìçèåß
åêôüò ôïõ Íüìðåë ÅéñÞíçò, ìå ðïëëÜ âñáâåßá ìåôáîý

� óåë. 16

� óåë. 13

ÊõñéáêÞ ôçò Ïñèïäïîßáò

Ï Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò ìå ôïí êáèçãçôÞ Elie Wiesel êáé ôïí Äñ.
Áíôþíéï ËõìðåñÜêç, äéïéêçôÞ ôïõ ÔÜãìáôïò ôùí Áñ÷üíôùí.

Äçì. ÐáíÜãïò
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INTERNET: http://www.goarch.org/webcasts/hellenic.html � ÊáèçìåñéíÜ 10ð.ì.-10ì.ì.

HELLENIC CULTURAL CENTER
27-09 Crescent Street, Astoria, NY 11102
Tel: (718) 626-5111-Fax: (718) 626-1398

Ç ÖùíÞ ôçò ÅëëçíéêÞò Ïñèüäïîçò Åêêëçóßáò
<Ôçí äéáêïíßáí óïõ ðëçñïöüñçóïí>

Åâäïìáäéáßï ñáäéïöùíéêü ðñüãñáììá ôçò

ÅËËÇÍÉÊÇÓ ÏÑÈÏÄÏÎÇÓ ÁÑ×ÉÅÐÉÓÊÏÐÇÓ ÁÌÅÑÉÊÇÓ
Äéåýèõíóç-Ðáñïõóßáóç:

Èåïö. Åðßóêïðïò Áðáìåßáò ê. ÂéêÝíôéïò

ÓÕÍÔÏÍÉÓÔÅÉÔÅ ÌÁÆÉ ÌÁÓ

BEST GREEK MUSIC FOR SPRING

TEL: (718) 932-8400
(800) GREEK 22

GREEK VIDEO
RECORDS & TAPES
25-50 31st STREET � ASTORIA
NY 11102 � FAX: (718) 932-4911

When in New York, visit our
Greek Music & Video Super-
store, with over 6000 sq ft of
displays, with every CD, Cas-
sette or video in the market
and the lowest prices.

Included in the catalog:
Ü NEW RELEASES- All the new releases that came

for Christmas and January 99
Ü Teleftees Epitihies - All the latest releases
Ü Videos  for the whole family
Ü SALE ON CD�s - Over one hundred CD�s

as low as $4.98
Ü SALE ON CASSETTES - Over one hundred CS�s

as low as $2.98
NEW RELEASES - Demotika - Nisiotika - Horeftika
- Kritika - Rebetika - Zeibekika - Hasapika -
Tsiftetelia - Instrumental - Pontiaka - Pedika -
Sholika - Palia tragoudia - Classical music -
Soundtracks - Archaea and Byzantine

ALL OF GREEK MUSIC
& VIDEO IN ONE CATALOG

FREE UPON
REQUEST

1999 FEBRUARY CATALOG

We supply Greek CD�s, cassettes
and videos in consignment to
Churches for their annual festivals,
at very low, special prices. Plealse
call us for more details.

AT UNBELIEVABLY LOW - LOW
FANTASTIC PRICES

× ñÞóéìåò êáé åðïéêïäïìçôéêÝò
óõæçôÞóåéò åß÷áí ïé
åêðñüóùðïé ôùí Ïñèüäï-
îùí Åêêëçóéþí êáôÜ ôç äéÜñ-

êåéá ôçò óõíÜíôçóçò ôïõò óôç Ãåíåýç, ç
ïðïßá Ýãéíå óôá ðëáßóéá ôçò Äéïñèïäüîïõ
ÐñïðáñáóêåõáóôéêÞò ÅðéôñïðÞò, ãéá ôç
óýãêëéóç ôçò Áãßáò êáé ÌåãÜëçò Óõíüäïõ
ôçò Ïñèïäüîïõ Åêêëçóßáò.

Äéïñèüäïîç ÓõíÜíôçóç óôç Ãåíåýç

ôïõ Íéêüëáïõ Ìáããßíá

ñýîåùò áõôïý êáé â) ôï Áõôüíïìïí êáé ï
ôñüðïò áíáêçñýîåùò áõôïý. ã) ôá
Äßðôõ÷á.  Íá óçìåéùèåß üôé ïé öÜêåëïé êáé
ôï ó÷åôéêü ðëïýóéï õëéêü ãéá ôç ìåëÝôç
ôùí èåìÜôùí ðñïåôïéìÜóèçêáí êáé
äüèçêáí åãêáßñùò áðü ôïí Ìçôñïðïëßôç
Åëâåôßáò Äáìáóêçíü, ÃñáììáôÝá åðß ôçò
ÐñïðáñáóêåõÞò ôçò Áãßáò êáé ÌåãÜëçò
Óõíüäïõ.

Ïé åêðñüóùðïé ôùí Ïñèïäüîùí
Åêêëçóéþí êáôÜ ôéò óõæçôÞóåéò ðïõ åß÷áí
ï êáèÝíáò îå÷ùñéóôÜ ìå ôïí Ðñüåäñï ôçò
Äéïñèïäüîïõ ÐñïðáñáóêåõáóôéêÞò Åðé-
ôñïðÞò, ÃÝñïíôá Ìçôñïðïëßôç ÅöÝóïõ
×ñõóüóôïìï, êáèþò êáé üëïé ìáæß, åîÝ-
öñáóáí ôçí êïéíÞ ôïõò åðéèõìßá êáé
âïýëçóç ãéá ôçí åíüôçôá ôçò Ïñèïäïîßáò,
ïýôùò þóôå íá ïëïêëçñùèåß ôï Ýñãï ôçò
ÐñïðáñáóêåõáóôéêÞò ÅðéôñïðÞò, ìå
óêïðü ôç óýãêëéóç ôçò Áãßáò êáé ÌåãÜëçò
Óõíüäïõ ôçò Ïñèïäïîßáò.

Ï Ìçôñïðïëßôçò ÃÝñùí ÅöÝóïõ ×ñõ-
óüóôïìïò, ìå ôçí ãíþóç êáé åìðåéñßá, ôçí
ïðïßá Ý÷åé áðü ôéò Ðáíïñèüäïîåò Äéá-
óêÝøåéò, êáôüñèùóå íá áíôéìåôùðßóåé ôéò
äõóêïëßåò ðïõ ðñïÝêõøáí êáôÜ ôéò óõæç-
ôÞóåéò áõôÝò, ãéá ôçí åîåýñåóç èåôéêþí
ëýóåùí óôá õðü óõæÞôçóç èÝìáôá.

ÊáèïñéóôéêÞò óçìáóßáò õðÞñîå ç
ôçëåöùíéêÞ åðéêïéíùíßá ìåôáîý Ïéêïõ-
ìåíéêïý ÐáôñéÜñ÷ïõ Âáñèïëïìáßïõ êáé
ÐáôñéÜñ÷ïõ Ìüó÷á Áëåîßïõ, ç ïðïßá
óõíÝâáëå óôçí Üñóç äõóêïëéþí ðïõ
ðñïÝêõøáí êáé óôçí èåôéêÞ êáôÜëçîç êáé
Ýêâáóç ôçò Äéïñèïäüîïõ Ðñïðáñá-
óêåõáóôéêÞò ÅðéôñïðÞò.

Ôï Ïéêïõìåíéêü Ðáôñéáñ÷åßï óôç
óõíÜíôçóç áõôÞ åêðñïóþðçóáí óõìðå-
ñéëáìâáíïìÝíïõ ôïõ ÐñïÝäñïõ Ìçôñï-
ðïëßôç ÃÝñïíôá ÅöÝóïõ, êáé ïé Ìçôñï-
ðïëßôåò Çëéïõðüëåùò ÁèáíÜóéïò êáé
Öéëáäåëöåßáò Ìåëßôùí.

Ç óõíÜíôçóç ðñáãìáôïðïéÞèçêå óôï
Ïñèüäïîï ÊÝíôñï ôïõ Ïéêïõìåíéêïý
Ðáôñéáñ÷åßïõ óôï Óáìðåæý ôçò Ãåíåýçò
óôçí Åëâåôßá.

Óôéò óõæçôÞóåéò ðïõ åß÷áí ïé åêðñü-
óùðïé ôùí Åêêëçóéþí ìå ôïí Ðñüåäñï ôçò
ÐñïðáñáóêåõáóôéêÞò ÅðéôñïðÞò Ìçôñï-
ðïëßôç ÃÝñïíôá ÅöÝóïõ ×ñõóüóôïìï,
áó÷ïëÞèçêáí ìå ôá åðüìåíá âÞìáôá ôçò
êïéíÞò ðïñåßáò ðñïò ôçí Áãßá êáé ÌåãÜëç
Óýíïäï ôçò Ïñèïäïîßáò êáé ôéò ðñï-
ïðôéêÝò ãéá ôçí ôá÷ýôåñç åðåîåñãáóßá
ôùí ðñïôÜóåùí ôïõò ãéá ôá èÝìáôá ôçò
çìåñçóßáò äéáôÜîåùò.

Ï ðåñéïñéóìÝíïò ÷ñüíïò óå óõíäõá-
óìü ìå ôçí ìÞ êáôÜëëçëç ðñïåôïéìáóßá
ðïëëþí åêðñïóþðùí, áöïý åëÜìâáíáí
ìÝñïò ãéá ðñþôç öïñÜ óôçí Ðñïðáñá-
óêåõáóôéêÞ ÅðéôñïðÞ, ç åìöÜíéóç äéáöü-
ñùí äéáäéêáóôéêþí èåìÜôùí, êáèþò êáé
ôï äéìåñÝò èÝìá ôçò Ïñèïäüîïõ Åêêëçóßáò
ôçò Åóèïíßáò, ðïõ Ý÷åé ó÷Ýóç ìå ôï
Ïéêïõìåíéêü Ðáôñéáñ÷åßï êáé ôï Ðáôñé-
áñ÷åßï Ìüó÷áò, Þôáí ïé áöïñìÝò íá
áðïöáóéóèåß ïìüöùíá üðùò ôá èÝìáôá
ôçò çìåñçóßáò äéáôÜîåùò óõæçôçèïýí óå
åõèåôüôåñï ÷ñüíï.

Ôá èÝìáôá ôçò Çìåñçóßáò äéáôÜîåùò
ðïõ èá óõæçôçèïýí ãéá ôçí áíáæÞôçóç
ôçò åíéáßáò èÝóåùò ôçò Ïñèïäïîßáò åßíáé:
á) ôï ÁõôïêÝöáëïí êáé ï ôñüðïò áíáêç-

Áðü ôç äéïñèüäïîç óõíÜíôçóç óôç Ãåíåýç (äåîéÜ) ï Ìçôñïðïëßôçò ÃÝñùí ÅöÝóïõ
×ñõóüóôïìïò êáé äßðëá ôïõ ï Ìçôñïðïëßôçò Åëâåôßáò Äáìáóêçíüò. Íéê. Ìáããßíáò

OLYMPIC AIRWAYS
C/R
 NEGATIVE
STRIP-IN
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ÄÙÑÅÁÍ ØÇÖÉÁÊÏ ÄÏÑÕÖÏÑÉÊÏ ÓÕÓÔÇÌÁ ÊÁÔÏÐÉÍ REBATE
¼ôáí äéáëÝîåôå ôï ðáêÝôï One-Rate plan ãéá Ýíá ÷ñüíï.
Ôï ðáêÝôï áõôü óõìðåñéëáìâÜíåé ôï ðñüãñáììá ôïõ Antenna
Satellite, ôï ðáêÝôï ðñïãñáììáôéóìïý America�s Top 100 CD
êáé 1 ðáêÝôï premium movie ôçò åðéëïãÞò óáò.

1-800-898-2681

ÐÁÊÅÔÏ DISH NETWORK ONE-RATE PLAN*

ÓõìðåñéëáìâÜíåé
1 ðáêÝôï

premium movie
ôçò åðéëïãÞò óáò

ÁÐÏËÁÕÓÔÅ ÔÏ
ÊÁÈÇÌÅÑÉÍÏ ÐÑÏÃÑÁÌÌÁ

ÔÏÕ ANTENNA SATELITE
MONO ME $14.99

ÔÏÍ ÌÇÍÁ
*ÓõìðåñéëáìâÜíåé ôï ðñüãñáììá ôïõ
Antenna Satellite, ôï ðáêÝôï
ðñïãñáììáôéóìïý America�s Top 100 CD
êáé 1 ðáêÝôï premium movie ôçò åðéëïãÞò óáò.

ÓõìðåñéëáìâÜíåé ÄÙÑÅÁÍ äåýôåñç äïñõöïñéêÞ
êåñáßá ãéá üóïõò èÝëïõí íá ðáñáêïëïõèïýí
ôï Åëëçíéêü ðñùôÜèëçìá Ðïäïóöáßñïõ Á´
ÅèíéêÞò Êáôçãïñßáò

ÅðáããåëìáôéêÞ
ÅãêáôÜóôáóç Ìüíï $99

More Channels...
More Choices.SM

www.antena.gr
www.kbs-tv.com

ÔÇËÅÖÙÍÇÓÔÅ ÓÇÌÅÑÁ

ôùí ïðïßùí êáé ôï ×ñõóü ÌåôÜëëéï ôçò
áìåñéêáíéêÞò Ãåñïõóßáò.

Ìéëþíôáò óôïõò 700 êáé ðëÝïí
ðáñåõñéóêüìåíïõò óôï äåßðíï ôùí Áñ÷ü-
íôùí, ï Elie Wiesel åßðå ÷áñáêôçñéóôéêÜ:
<Ý÷ù êÜíåé ðñïóðÜèåéåò íá öÝñù êïíôÜ
ôçí ÅâñáúêÞ Êïéíüôçôá ìå ôïõò Êáèï-
ëéêïýò, Ëïõèçñáíïýò êáé Üëëåò èñçóêåõ-
ôéêÝò Êïéíüôçôåò. Óõíåéäçôïðïßçóá üìùò
ðùò ðïôÝ äåí Ýêáíá ôßðïôá ãéá íá �ñèïýí
êïíôÜ ç ÅëëçíéêÞ êáé ç ÅâñáúêÞ Êïéíüôçôá
ôùí ÇÐÁ>.

Êé áñãüôåñá êëåßíïíôáò ôçí ïìéëßá
ôïõ êáôÝëçîå: <Èá Þèåëá íá ðÜù ðßóù
óôéò ðçãÝò êáé íá áíôáëëÜîïõìå ãíþóåéò.
Íá ìåëåôÞóù ôçí Ëåéôïõñãßá óáò. ÁðëÜ
íá öÝñïõìå ôéò ãíþóåéò ìáò óå Ýíá
êáôáíïçôü óçìåßï, þóôå íá ðñïóåã-
ãßóïõìå êáëýôåñá ï Ýíáò ôïí Üëëï. Äåí
èá ðñÝðåé íá öïâüìáóôå áõôïýò ðïõ
äéáöÝñïõí áðü åìÜò. Èá ðñÝðåé íá ôïõò
õéïèåôÞóïõìå, íá ôïõò âëÝðïõìå ùò

óõììÜ÷ïõò ãéá íá ïñáìáôéóôïýìå ìáæß ôçí
åðüìåíç ìÝñá>.

O Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò ÁìåñéêÞò ê. Óðõñß-
äùí ðáñïõóéÜæïíôáò ôï âñáâåßï óôïí
ôéìþìåíï ìåôáîý Üëëùí åßðå:

<Ùò ×ñéóôéáíïß Ïñèüäïîïé áíôéëáì-
âáíüìáóôå ôçí ìïíáäéêüôçôá ôùí áôüìùí
ðëáóìÝíç êáô� åéêüíá ôïõ Èåïý. ̧ ÷ïíôáò
ôçí åéêüíá ôïõ Èåïý Ý÷ïõìå êáé ôï
ðíåýìá, êáé üðïõ õðÜñ÷åé ôï ðíåýìá
õðÜñ÷åé êáé åëåõèåñßá>.

Óôçí ôåëåôÞ ðáñåõñÝèçêå êáé ç
åëëçíïåâñáúêÞò êáôáãùãÞò óõããñáöÝáò
Yolanda Avram Willis ç ïðïßá áíáöÝñèçêå
óôéò óõãêéíçôéêÝò óôéãìÝò ðïý Ýæçóå ôá
äýóêïëá åêåßíá ÷ñüíéá óôçí ÅëëÜäá êáé
ôçí âïÞèåéá ðïõ ðñïóÝöåñáí ïé ¸ëëçíåò
óôïõò êáôáäéùêüìåíïõò óõìðáôñéþôåò
êáé óõíáíèñþðïõò ôïõò:

<Ïé Üíèñùðïé ðïõ âïÞèçóáí ôçí
ïéêïãÝíåéÜ ìïõ íá åðéâéþóåé, äåí Þôáí
ïýôå Èåïëüãïé ïýôå Öéëüóïöïé. Äåí
áíÞêáí óå êÜðïéá ïñãÜíùóç, äåí ðëçñþ-

èçêáí, ìáò Ýêñõâáí áðëïß ¸ëëçíåò
ôåëåßùò Üãíùóôïé óå åìÜò, ïé ïðïßïé
äéáêéíäýíåõóáí êáé ôçí æùÞ ôùí ðáéäéþí
ôïõò ãéá íá ìáò óþóïõí. Ïé áðüãïíïß ìáò
èá ðñÝðåé áêüìá íá ãíùñßæïõí ðùò êáé
ïé Åëëçíïñèüäïîïé Éåñåßò êáôÜ ôçí äéÜñêåéá
ôïõ Ïëïêáõôþìáôïò öþôéóáí ôçí åâ-
ñáúêÞ êáñäéÜ ìïõ êáé Ýäùóáí íüçìá óôç
æùÞ ìïõ>.

Ôç âñáäéÜ ôßìçóáí ìå ôç ðáñïõóßá
ôïõò ïé ðñüîåíïé ôçò ÅëëÜäïò êáé ôçò
Êýðñïõ óôç ÍÝá Õüñêç, ï ðñÝóâçò ôçò
Êýðñïõ óôïí ÏÇÅ ê. ÓùôÞñçò Æáê÷áßïò,
ï ãåñïõóéáóôÞò áðü ôçí ÍÝá Õüñêç Ìáúêë
Óïýìåñ, ï öéëÝëëçíáò âïõëåõôÞò ê. Ìðåí
Ãêßëìáí, ç êõâåñíÞôçò ôçò ðïëéôåßáò ôçò
ÍÝáò ÉåñóÝçò ê. Êñßóôé Ãïõúôìáí êáé
ðïëõÜñéèìïé Üëëïé ðáñÜãïíôåò ôïõ
ðïëéôéêïý, èñçóêåõôéêïý, áêáäçìáúêïý
êáé åðé÷åéñçìáôéêïý êüóìïõ.

Ï ¢íôé ÌáíÜôïò, Üñ÷ïíôáò ôïõ
ÔÜãìáôïò ôïõ Áãßïõ ÁíäñÝá, ðïõ Þôáí êáé
ï ðáñïõóéáóôÞò ôçò âñáäéÜò, áíáêïßíùóå

ôá ïíüìáôá êáé êáëùóüñéóå ôïõò íÝïõò
Üñ÷ïíôåò ôçò êëÜóåùò 1999.

ÊõñéáêÞ ôçò Ïñèïäïîßáò
Ìå ëáìðñüôçôá êáé ÂõæáíôéíÞ ìåãá-

ëïðñÝðåéá ãéïñôÜóôçêå ç ÊõñéáêÞ ôçò
Ïñèïäïîßáò óôïí Êáèåäñéêü Áñ÷éåðé-
óêïðéêü Íáü ôçò Áãßáò ÔñéÜäáò óôçí ÍÝá
Õüñêç.

Ï Óåâ. Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò ÁìåñéêÞò ê.
Óðõñßäùí ðñïåîÞñ÷å Áñ÷éåñáôéêÞò Èåßáò
Ëåéôïõñãßáò ìå ôç óõììåôï÷Þ Éåñáñ÷þí
ôçò É. Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò, Éåñáñ÷þí Üëëùí
ïñèüäïîùí äéêáéïäïóéþí, ðëÞèïò êëÞñïõ
êáé ëáïý.

Ðñïò ôï ôÝëïò ôçò Èåßáò Ëåéôïõñãßáò
ï Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò ÷åéñïèÝôçóå ôïõò íÝïõò
Üñ÷ïíôåò ôïõ ÔÜãìáôïò ôïõ Áãßïõ ÁíäñÝá
ôïõ Ïéêïõìåíéêïý Ðáôñéáñ÷åßïõ, ôïõò
ðñïóÝöåñå ôï Óôáõñü ôïõ ÔÜãìáôïò êáé
áêïëïýèçóå ç ðåñéöïñÜ ôùí éåñþí
åéêüíùí áðü ôïí êëÞñï, ôïõò ðáëáéïýò
êáé ôïõò íÝïõò Üñ÷ïíôåò.

Ï Óåâáóìéüôáôïò áðåõèõíüìåíïò
ðñïò ôï åêêëçóßáóìá áëëÜ êáé ðñïò ôï
ðëÞñùìá ôçò ÉåñÜò Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò, áöïý
ç Èåßá Ëåéôïõñãßá ìåôáäüèçêå ó� üëç ôçí
ÁìåñéêÞ ìÝóù ôïõ äïñõöïñéêïý êáíáëéïý
ÁÍÔÅÍÍÁ, ìéëþíôáò ãéá ôçí êáèïñéóôéêÞ
óçìáóßá ôçò çìÝñáò óôç æùÞ, óôçí
éóôïñßá êáé óôï ìÝëëïí ôçò Åêêëçóßáò ìáò
ôüíéóå:

<Ìå ôïí óåâáóìü ìáò ðñïò ôéò ¢ãéåò
Åéêüíåò ôéìïýìå ôïõò åíÜñåôïõò ìÜñôõñåò
ôïõ ×ñéóôïý êáé ïìïëïãçôÝò ÉåñÜñ÷åò êáé
ÁóêçôÝò, üëïé ôïõò ¢ãéïé ôïõ Èåïý.

Ìå ôá ëüãéá ôïõò, ìå ôç æùÞ êáé ôï
èÜíáôü ôïõò, áêôéíïâïëïýí ôï Áëçèéíü Öùò,
áíáðíÝïõí ôï ðíåýìá ôïõ Ðáñáäåßóïõ,
äéáêçñýóóïõí ôçí ÁëçèéíÞ Ðßóôç, ðùò �Ï
Èåüò Ýãéíå Üíèñùðïò, ãéá íá ìðïñÝóïõí êáé
ïé Üíèñùðïé íá ãßíïõí èåïß.�

ÁõôÞ åßíáé ç ðßóôç ôùí Áðïóôüëùí,
ôùí ÐáôÝñùí, êáé ôçò Ïñèïäïîßáò. ÁõôÞ
åßíáé ç ðßóôç ðïõ óôçñßæåé ôçí áíèñù-
ðüôçôá.

ÁõôÞ ôçí ðßóôç ôùí ðáôÝñùí ìáò
êáëïýìáóôå íá ôçí ìåôáäþóïõìå óôï
åõñýôåñï áìåñéêáíéêü ðåñéâÜëëïí ìÝóá
óôï ïðïßï æïýìå êáé êéíïýìáóôå. Ãé� áõôü
ðñÝðåé íá áíïßîïõìå ôéò êáñäéÝò ìáò êáé
ôéò áãêáëéÝò ìáò êáèþò êáé ôéò ðüñôåò ôùí
Íáþí ìáò ãéá íá äå÷èïýìå ôá åêáôïì-
ìýñéá ôùí óõíáíèñþðùí ìáò ðïõ äéøÜíå
ãéá ìéá ãíÞóéá êáé áõèåíôéêÞ ðßóôç>.

óôç ìåãÜëç äéðëÞ ãéïñôÞ. Êýñéïò ïìéëçôÞò
èá åßíáé ï ïìïãåíÞò ðïëéôåéáêüò ôáìßáò
ôçò Êáëéöüñíéá Ößë Áããåëßäçò.

Óôï Êëßâåëáíô ôïõ Ï÷Üúï äéïñãáíþ-
íåôáé ðáñÝëáóç áðü ôïõò ôïðéêïýò
öïñåßò ôï ÓÜââáôï 20 Ìáñôßïõ êáé óôï
Ðßôóìðïõñãê ôï âñÜäõ ôçò 25çò Ìáñôßïõ
èá ðñáãìáôïðïéçèåß ìïõóéêÞ óõíáõëßá,
ôá Ýóïäá ôçò ïðïßáò èá äéáôåèïýí ãéá ôçí
åíßó÷õóç ôçò ðñïóðÜèåéáò áíáäÜóùóçò
ðåñéï÷þí ôçò ÅëëÜäáò.

Óôï ÓéêÜãï åðßóçò ïñãáíþíåôáé óåéñÜ
ãéïñôáóôéêþí åêäçëþóåùí ãéá ôçí ãéïñôÞ
ôïõ Åõáããåëéóìïý ôçò Èåïôüêïõ êáé ôçò
ÅèíéêÞò Ðáëéããåíåóßáò. Ãéá ðñþôç öïñÜ
öÝôïò ç ðáñÝëáóç èá ãßíåé ôçí ÊõñéáêÞ
28 Ìáñôßïõ óôçí åëëçíéêÞ ãåéôïíéÜ ôçò
ïäïý ×þëóôåíô êáé ü÷é ôïí ÌÜúï ðïõ
ãéíüôáí  åäþ êáé ôñéÜíôá ðåñßðïõ ÷ñüíéá.
Ç áëëáãÞ ôïðïèåóßáò êáé ÷ñüíïõ ôÝëåóçò
ôçò ðáñÝëáóçò áðïôåëåß ðñùôïâïõëßá
ôçò ÅðéôñïðÞò ÅëëçíéêÞò ÊëçñïíïìéÜò �99
ðïõ åîåëÝãç öÝôïò ãéá ðñþôç öïñÜ êáé
Ý÷åé áíáëÜâåé ôç äéïñãÜíùóç ôùí åêäç-
ëþóåùí.  Ó.Ð.

25ç Ìáñôßïõ
� óåë. 13

Ôï Áèçíáãüñåéï Âñáâåßï óôïí Íïìðåëßóôá êáèçãçôÞ Elie Wiesel
� óåë. 14
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HOLY CROSS GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

Spiritual Matters Get Strong Emphasis Near the Poconos

Name:
Holy Cross
Greek Orthodox Church
Location:
Stroudsburg, Pa.
Diocese:
Pittsburgh
Founded:
1980
Size:
About 80 families
Priest:
Fr. Theodore Petrides (Holy Cross �90)
Noteworthy:
community has rich spiritual life

H oly Cross Church got its start as
the result of a fierce snow storm.
According to a parish history,

several Greek Orthodox families from
Stroudsburg, a town of about 6,000 on
the eastern fringe of Pennsylvania near
the Pocono Mountains, attended Great
Vespers for the Feast of the Annuncia-
tion on March 24, 1979, in Easton, Pa.,
some 35 miles to the south, when a se-
vere snow storm hit.

Attempting to return home, they
could not proceed through the driven
snow and bitter winds and became
stranded.

The travelers took this as a sign from
God that they needed to form their own
parish in Stroudsburg.

Community members soon con-
tacted Bishop Maximos of Pittsburgh
and collected more than 40 signatures
supporting their commitment to form a
parish.

Building purchased
The first parish council was estab-

lished and funds were collected and
used to buy property. Construction costs
were prohibitive, though. Instead, the
parish acquired a small building used by
the First Pentacostal Church for $30,000.
Holy Cross Church then became incor-
porated and the humble structure was
transformed into a Greek Orthodox
church.

But it would be more than two years
before the first permanent priest, Fr.
Antonios Damianakis, was assigned in
April 1983. He was to remain for six
months.

In its first 15 years, the parish went
through seven pastors until the arrival in
June 1996 of Fr. Petrides, a native of Phila-
delphia. He had been serving as an as-
sistant priest at a larger parish in Chicago.

Most parishioners immigrated to
this rural area of Pennsylvania along In-
terstate 80 from various parts of Greece,
including Athens and Thessaloniki, with
a few from Cyprus.

A large proportion of parish mem-
bers, 17, are restaurateurs, and several
others are in the construction business,

a fact that greatly benefited Fr. Petrides and
his family, Presbytera Kristen and five chil-
dren (with a sixth on the way).

During his first year in the community,
the priest rented a home. He had wanted to
establish a permanent residence, but was
unable to buy a house.

So the contractors and others working
in the building trades combined their tal-
ents to build the priest and his family a new
home at cost, for which he was able to ob-
tain a loan.

Several parishioners, including an elec-
trician, two plumbers and a mason, worked
at cost to construct the home.

Over the years, the parishioners also
improved the church with the addition of a
chapel, a priest�s study, and other projects.

Several ministries
While parish numbers are small, the

ministries are many.
The church school has 20 active chil-

dren and meets on Saturday morn-
ings, rather than on Sunday.

There is a Greek school
with 25 students and its
success has been due, in
large part, to the efforts of
a retired Greek air force
colonel, Dimitri Rahoutis.
He arrived in America
three years ago to be with
his sister who owns a local restaurant, ac-
cording to Fr. Petrides.

�He offered to help me on Sunday be-
fore going to the restaurant and to help with
the Greek school. Within weeks he was
made principal of the Greek school,� said
the priest.

The retired colonel also helps the priest
to write sermons in Greek for each Sunday
Liturgy and major feasts.

Active ministries for the young also in-
clude JOY, HOPE, GOYA and YAL.

Fr. Petrides sensed a hunger for the
Faith among the faithful when he arrived
and he responded by placing greater em-
phasis on the liturgical life of the church.
Some kind of service takes place nearly ev-

ery day of the year.
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, the

priest holds orthros and vespers services
and, if there is a feast day for a major saint,
Divine Liturgy as well.

Every Saturday, he holds a Great Ves-
pers service, followed by a paraklesis.

He continues on Sunday with the
Orthros and Divine Liturgy.

�This is why I came to a small parish,�
said Fr. Petrides. �A priest is a liturgist and
is constantly offering prayers to God on be-
half of the people.�

He also has a home visitation program
in which he visits all families throughout the
year, bringing them information packets on
living as Orthodox Christians in the home.

The priest holds adult religious educa-
tion classes on alternate Mondays, an
inquirer�s class called �Truth Seekers,� in
which he discusses doctrinal, social and
moral issues, and a daytime religious edu-
cation class at 1 p.m., on alternating

Wednesdays for the eld-
erly and those who don�t

work at day jobs.
Every other Tues-

day is Bible study night.
Parishioners of
Stroudsburg�s Holy
Trinity OCA parish also

participate and there is a
Synaxis fellowship between

the two communities on a regular basis.
During Lent there a lecture series on

Thursdays.
Fr. Petrides also offers a unique 15-

minute period Sunday mornings between
Orthros and Liturgy, called �Rising to Christ,�
in which he focuses on understanding Or-
thodox worship.

Helping monastery
One special �outreach program� of the

community involves giving support in vari-
ous ways to Holy Protection Monastery, lo-
cated near Weatherly, Pa., about 40 miles
west of Stroudsburg.

Parishioners with carpentry skills have
offered their services for various projects,

and women from the parish go to the
monastery on certain feast days to cook
food that is offered for sale to visitors.
Many parishioners also help the monas-
tery through their ongoing support and
regular visits.

But the greatest effect of this pro-
gram has been on the parishioners in-
volved, according to the priest. �Our
people have grown (spiritually) a great
deal as the monastery has grown,� he
said. The monastery began with two
nuns and now has 14.

Fr. Petrides also is active with the
Lehigh Valley Clergy Brotherhood, which
includes several Orthodox churches in
eastern Pennsylvania.

He reflected that the emphasis on
services and religious education has
brought his parishioners �closer to prac-
ticing the faith,� noting that an increasing
number have started going to confession
and attendance at pre-sanctified liturgies
has exceeded 40, including as many as
15 children.

Parishioners financial support of
Holy Cross parish has improved in re-
cent years, which Fr. Petrides credits to
the adoption of the stewardship program.

�It has worked phenomenally well
for us,� he said.

Under the previous dues system,
the average member gave $178. Now
that figure is around $400.

Two festivals
However, the parish�s main source

of income consists of two festivals. The
first festival takes place on Memorial Day
weekend and the second is held Colum-
bus Day weekend.

�That�s how most Stroudsburg
people knew us until about two years
ago,� Fr. Petrides said. �Then people
started to recognize Holy Cross for other
things are well.�

Among these, the Epiphany proces-
sion through the small town that con-
cludes with a water-blessing ceremony
at McMichael�s Creek, a local stream that
empties into the Delaware River a few
miles distant. Press and TV coverage
�evoked a great response from the com-
munity,� he said.

�It�s because of little things like this
that people are starting to think about
Orthodoxy in a different way.�

The parish also displays its Greek
heritage through two dance groups that
perform at the festivals and, occasion-
ally, at area local events and locations,
including the local high school.

Fr. Petrides expressed great satisfac-
tion with his ministry in this rural setting
with a small, but enthusiastic flock. �The
parish has gone out of its way to em-
brace myself and my family,� he said.
�I�d rather stay in a small community
where I can be a real shepherd to the
people and be with my family.�

And he added, �The Poconos are
gorgeous.�

�compiled by Jim Golding

STROUDSBURG

FOR BROCHURE & PRICES: 1-800-952 8467 OR FAX TO 1-860-423 1330
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One element of
Holy Cross-Hellenic
College that serves as
a kind of �interface�
between the Orthodox
faithful in the Archdio-
cese communities and
Orthodox scholars and
theologians is the book
store.

In existence since
the early days of the
theological school,
over the past few years
substantial changes
have been made in the
store�s physical loca- TINA KALLAS stands ready to assist book store patrons.

Book Store Offers Vital Link to Orthodox Faith
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By Jim Golding
BROOKLINE, Mass.

tion and in the quality and quantity of books
available.

The result has been an increase in rev-
enue that has helped support the overall
school budget.

According to the director for the past five
years, John Metakis, a former operations di-
rector at the school, major renovations un-
dertaken in 1997 were financed through prof-
its from book sales which, in turn, has en-
abled the store to greatly expand its offerings
of books and other religious merchandise.

Located in the basement of the school
administration building, the book store car-
ries nearly 3,000 titles and includes one of
the most extensive Orthodox theology sec-
tions of any school of theology. Faculty
members from other Orthodox schools are
among the store�s frequent patrons.

The shelves are organized according to
categories that encompass the broad spec-
trum of writings on Orthodoxy, from the
ancient Fathers to modern thought. Included
are sections on Hellenic culture, Greek stud-
ies, Greek cookbooks and many Christian
books for children.

Some 50 percent of the titles are by
publishers other than Holy Cross Press,
which focuses primarily on writings by fac-
ulty members and other Orthodox writers.

Along with books, the store carries an
extensive collection of icons, religious items
such as prayer ropes and censers, souvenirs
such as Hellenic College T-shirts and mugs,
stationary, sundries and other knickknacks.

Mr. Metakis estimates that nearly 60
percent of the store�s $600,000 annual sales
is generated through telephone orders from

individuals and parishes around the United
States. Another 10 percent comes from the
Internet.

In all, the book store receives about 35
inquiries a day from outside sources - phone,
fax, e-mail and regular mail.

Holy Cross Book Store was among the
first Archdiocese organizations to have a pres-
ence on the World Wide Web, doing so about
four years ago, according to Mr. Metakis. E-
mail address is hcbks@omaccess.com.

The director has also computerized the
store�s business operations resulting in more
efficient billing methods.

The staff is small - three full-time em-
ployees and two part-time students who
stock the shelves -  the facility provides a
convenient employment opportunity for stu-
dents and student wives.

Assisting Mr. Metakis is seminarian
Deacon Jeffrey Waynick.

The current salesperson, Tina Kallas, is
the wife of a seminarian. Usually wearing a
telephone headset to handle the many calls
to the store in the course of a day, she cheer-
fully greets and assists patrons who come
to shop or browse, including many from off
campus.

Holy Cross Book Store operates year-
around, Monday through Friday, 9-5, except
for lunch hour, 12-1 p.m.. It is normally
closed weekends, except for certain special
events such as graduation day which falls
on a Saturday.

The store has a toll-free number, (800)
245-0599. The main number is (617) 850-
1230. Orders are also accepted by fax, (617)
850-1430.

Name: REV. DEACON THEODORE TOPPSES

Wife: Diakonisa Victoria Patellis Toppses

Hometown & Parish: East Greenbush,
N.Y.; St. Sophia Greek Orthodox Church,
Albany, N.Y.

Age: 30

Graduating Class: Holy Cross 1999

Previous Education
B.S. marketing/management, Siena

College, Loudonville, N.Y., A.A. in business
administration, Hudson Valley Commu-
nity College, Troy, N.Y.

Previous Work Experience
Management training position at Em-

pire Blue Cross/Blue Shield, Albany; Di-
rector of Marketing at RIFS Inc., Albany.

� Family background?
I am the younger of two sons. My fa-

ther is first generation Greek from Asia Mi-
nor/Chios and my mother immigrated
from the island of Chios in the early
1960�s. I have been married for two years
to my wife, Vicki, a 1996 graduate of Holy
Cross with an M.T.S.

� How were you involved in your
home parish?

I have been in the altar since the age
of six. I have assisted my parish priest in
many ways including religious instruction
of the Acolytes, various youth work and
assistance in the altar.

� What are some of your most
memorable moments growing up?

One of the most memorable mo-
ments of my childhood was staying with
my grandparents during Holy Week and
getting a real sense of prayer and peace
from their prayerful lifestyle. Fishing with
my father, brother and mother in a small
wooden boat my father built made some
amazing memories.

� What prompted you to go to the
seminary?

I honestly feel God prompted me to
go. When I was young, the idea came
across my heart many times, when I was
older I had the experience and the matu-
rity to be able to respond to God�s calling.
God has always made His presence known
in my life; I am grateful for this gift. I truly
believe God can guide all of us and we
can know His presence as sure as we live
and breathe. God is not far off, but right
with us, here and now and thanks to the
teachings of the Orthodox Church from
the saints and Fathers such as St. Symeon
the New Theologian we all can strive to
actually experience God.

� What person influenced you the
most to aspire to the priesthood?

My grandfather Theodoros influenced
me most by his outstanding example of
being a Christian. Still at age 87, he prays
about four to five hours a day, chants, and
through his devotion has had many mi-
raculous visions and occurrences. He was
the one who led me into the altar when I
was 6 years old. He has a peace in his
heart that only God can provide.

� How has attending Holy Cross af-
fected you?

I have grown in many ways and have
an incredible love of our Orthodox faith
and the Fathers of our Church. I have dis-
covered the power and incredible depth
of our Tradition.

� What are your favorite courses?
Patrology, Church History, Tele-

turgics, and electives such as Eschatology

and Patristic Interpretation of the Old Tes-
tament.

� What are your campus activities?
I am deeply involved in the liturgical

and prayer life of our school, and enjoy
spending many hours with all my friends
and playing with the children of the com-
munity, especially my godson, Johnny.

� What is your favorite recreation?
I enjoy going fishing at Jamaica Pond

with my koumbaro, going on long walks
with my spiritual father has been ex-
tremely rewarding and most of all taking
day trips with my wonderful wife.

� What is the toughest part of be-
ing a seminarian?

Staying free from involvement in the
politics of the church and focusing on
learning to be a good, loving, and obedi-
ent priest.

� What gifts do you hope to bring
to your service to the Church?

I have no gifts of my own; I only have
the gifts that Christ has given me to give
for Him. I pray I will shrink away and let
Christ shine His light through me.

� What are your major strengths
and weaknesses?

I believe my major strengths to be my
conviction for the Orthodox Faith, my love
for people, and my need to make a differ-
ence. My weaknesses are much too many
to possibly list here.

� Who is your favorite saint? Why?
St. Symeon the New Theologian. He

struggled in his life to find God.  God re-
vealed Himself through his amazing ex-
periences. He then wrote at great lengths
on how we too can truly experience God.
The Orthodox faith is like a meadow of
beautiful flowers. If we don�t explore it,
we will never enjoy its sweet scent and
amazing beauty.

� What is your most vivid memory
as a seminarian?

Getting married to my beautiful wife,
Victoria, in the chapel on campus and be-
ing ordained by Archbishop Spyridon in
the very same chapel with the entire
school in attendance.

� How can the Church best reach
the unchurched?

I feel the church can reach the un-
churched by concentrating on awakening
a true spiritual life among those who are
currently attending church. A true spirit
of genuine holiness will attract the un-
churched more effectively than any pos-
sible outreach.

� How do you view the increasing
us of computers in the church?

I believe that we need to use com-
puters, and they are a valuable and pow-
erful tool. They will help us to educate and
communicate. We must however never
forget that personal contact is our most
effective tool.

PROFILE:
Seminarian
PROFILE:

Orthodox Observer

BOOK STORE stocks thousands of books and other merchandise.
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and tall black hats one sees in Greece,� the
Archbishop embraces the diverse personal
styles of the clergy nationwide, a policy that
was not so open in the past. Whether a priest
chooses to wear a beard or not, or whether
he chooses to trim his beard (as most
bearded clergy do) is a personal choice re-
spected fully by the Archbishop. In point of
fact, two of the clergy serving at the Arch-
diocese headquarters in New York do not
have beards.  As for the �tall black hat,� the
kalimafki has been traditional headgear of
Orthodox priests for centuries. And yes, it
was imposed on Greek Orthodox priests
under the 400-year Ottoman domination of
Asia Minor, Greece and all the Balkans. In-
terestingly, this headgear was adopted by
the Slavic Churches as well; perhaps as a
sign of their solidarity with their oppressed
Orthodox brethren. Today, in a society that
has known very little of religious persecu-
tion, it can serve as a proud reminder of the
heroism and bravery of the Greek People,
who kept their faith intact for over 400 years,
and whose descendants brought that faith
to a new world. As for those who would
describe it as Turkish, one can only regret
the ignorance of their own history and the
shame they show for their noble heritage.

13) As for your assertion of the
Archbishop�s �hard line on theological is-
sues� and your attempt to substantiate this
merely by stating that �only celibate priests
may hold higher offices,� you have once
again misstated the facts.  Archbishop
Spyridon, like every other Bishop, Priest, and
theologian in the Orthodox world subscribes
to the 1,400 year tradition of a celibate epis-
copacy. This is hardly a �hard line,� but
rather the center line of Orthodox Faith and
Practice, something that your reporter ap-
parently omitted to investigate.

14) As for your description of Christ-
mas Eve at the Cathedral, your reporter was
either not there or had no idea what he was
looking at. The Bishop�s throne was never
moved, nor could it be, since it is perma-
nently installed. When an Orthodox Bishop
celebrates the Divine Liturgy and is the only
Hierarch celebrating, he presides over the
beginning of the Service from the throne that
is off to the side. When he celebrates with
other bishops (as was the case on Christ-
mas Eve at the Cathedral), he begins the
service seated with the other Hierarchs in
the middle of the Church, facing the Holy
Altar. This is a sign of the collegiality of the
episcopacy. And for the record, every Or-
thodox priest in the world celebrates the
Divine Liturgy facing the Holy Altar. Please
do not superimpose the legitimate practice
of the modern-day Roman Catholic and Epis-
copalian Churches (both Churches turned
their altars around in the late 1960�s) over
the Orthodox Church in order to make an
illegitimate point about some invented con-
troversy. It betrays both an ignorance of your
subject and is unworthy of fair journalism.

15) Again, contrary to the specific in-
formation I gave to your reporters, you write
that Archbishop Spyridon �� removed the
bishops from the executive committee of the
archdiocesan council, the church�s main lay-
and-clergy governing body � and one
whose remaining executives are named
solely by Spyridon.�  As I informed your re-
porter, the bishops were members of the
Executive Committee by virtue of their Syn-
odical status only during the first two years
of Archbishop Spyridon�s reign. This was
part of an expanded and inclusive Executive
Committee and Archdiocesan Council,
which included many more women and
converts than had been appointed or elected
to Council in the past. At his first Clergy-
Laity Congress, the Archbishop promised to
reconstitute the Council and Executive Com-

mittee in strict accordance with the By-Laws
of the Archdiocese, and he did just that. The
Bishops were never de jure members of the
Executive Committee, although they were
and continue to be members of the Coun-
cil. As I told your reporter, the four officers
of the Executive Committee are elected by
the Council, and the Archbishop appoints
five members of the Council to fill the at-
large positions on the Executive Commit-
tee, which is the corporate board of the Arch-
diocese. This was explained in great detail
to your reporter. How this could have been
reported otherwise is an explanation New
York Magazine owes the Greek Orthodox
People of America.

16)  As for the issue of the administra-
tive changes at the Seminary, your scenario
is not only incorrect, but perpetuates a lie
that has been peddled by some people for
nearly two years. The reassignment of clergy
staff at the Seminary had nothing to do with
any �sexual harassment� that may or may
not have occurred at the Seminary. Rather
than go into this homophobic propaganda,
I would refer your readers to the Report to
His Eminence Archbishop Spyridon and the
Board of Trustees of Hellenic College, Inc.
prepared by the Legal Committee of the
Archdiocesan Council, available from the
Archdiocese for the asking.

17)  Finally I can return to point 8 in
this unfortunately long list, why your re-
porter was turned down for an interview
with Archbishop. And no, it is not true, as
he asserts, that Archbishop Spyridon �has
turned down nearly all interview requests
outside the Greek press.�  This appears to
be a convenient excuse for why the reporter
was denied the interview. Although he did
request an interview, when it became clear
that the tone of the article could be inter-
preted as demeaning not only to the person
of the Archbishop, but to the Church itself,
I deemed the interview inappropriate. While
New York Magazine has the right to print
the stories that they choose, the Church also
has the right to protect the dignity of its own
institution. Your story has confirmed, as least
for this reader, that your magazine�s inter-
est is not in �both sides of the story,� but in
a story that sensationalizes the facts and
scandalizes the sensibilities of the wider faith
community. Had you been interested in the
truth, you might have done a more respon-
sible story investigating the deeper and
broader cultural issues affecting the Greek
Orthodox Community in the United States.
You might have looked into issues of ho-
mogeneity and heterogeneity, assimilation
and acculturation, social, educational, po-
litical and economic evolution. You might
have approached the story not from abstract
concepts, but from the real life experience
of Greek Orthodox men, women and fami-
lies. You might have looked at the Church
with at least a semblance of respect, recog-
nizing that behind dissident voices are com-
plex phenomena, not always apparent at first
glance. But then there might not have been
the entertainment value your cavalier style
of reporting attempts to create. For the
record, I did not provide your reporter with
an interview with the Archbishop of America
because I suspected that your story would
not merit his candor. Regrettably, I feel vin-
dicated in my decision.

In conclusion, I can only hope that in
the future, New York Magazine will dem-
onstrate an informed discretion in dealing
with faith communities, and provide your
journalistic endeavors with more of the pro-
fessionalism and sophistication that your
cosmopolitan title suggests.

Sincerely,

Presbyter Mark Arey
Director of Communications

A Response to New York Magazine
from page 12

Kronos New

220 V. Export Appliances & Shipping

MåôáöïñÝò

áðü ÁìåñéêÞ
óôçí  ÅëëÜäá.
ÏéêïóêåõÝò,
áõôïêßíçôá,
ïéêïäïìéêÜ õëéêÜ,
çëåêôñéêÝò
óõóêåõÝò,
áåñïðïñéêÝò
ìåôáöïñÝò.

Kronos
 International Shippers, Inc.

22 N. Sangamon, Chicago, IL. 60607
Tel. 312-432-0011 / 800-535-9635

Fax. 312-432-0507
E-Mail: kronos@kronosint.com

We carry the complete line of GENERAL
ELECTRIC  export appliances in 220V.
50 Hz.Refrigerators-washers-dryers-
split airconditioners-Ranges-dishwash-
ers etc.Electronics  from : Panasonic,
Sony, Toshiba, Hitachi, Jvc, Sharp.

ÄÙÑÅÁÍ ÁÐÏÓÔÏËÇ ÊÁÔÁËÏÃÏÕ

MåôáöÝñïõìå
ôï ëÜäé óáò

áðü ôï ÷ùñéü
ç ðüëç  óáò

óôçí ÅëëÜäá
óôï óðßôé óáò
óôçí ÁìåñéêÞ

MåôáöïñÝò áðü ÅëëÜäá óôçí
ÁìåñéêÞ. ÐñïóùðéêÜ áíôéêåßìåíá,
áõôïêßíçôá, Ýðéðëá, åìðïñéêÜ öïñôßá.Måãáëýôåñç

Ýêèåóç
çëåêôñéêþí
óõóêåõþí
ìå ñåýìá ÅëëÜ-
äïò. Øõãåßá,
ÐëõíôÞñéá,
óôåãíùôÞñéá,
êïõæßíåò,
ôçëåïñÜóåéò,
âßíôåï,
êëéìáôéóôéêÜ,
ìéêñïóõóêåõÝò
êïõæßíáò.
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WE ACCEPT VISA/MASTERCARD/AMEX
SEE US ON THE INTERNET

24�

optional$30.00
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BALTIMORE (IOCC) � Following what
has been described as the worst harvest in
Russia in half a century, International Or-
thodox Christian Charities (IOCC) recently
launched a food aid program to begin this
spring in Moscow and eight other regions
in Central Russia. The 12-month program
will provide essential aid to an estimated
250,000 needy people.

Vulnerable individuals identified during
an assessment by an IOCC team that visited
Russia last November will be the recipients
of 21,000 tons of food. Children in orphan-
ages, homes for the aged, hospitals, and chari-
table soup kitchens will benefit from such
basic food supplies as flour, beans, rice, dry
milk, and vegetable oil. Elderly and pension-
ers, large families, and the disabled will also
be assisted. The IOCC distribution is part of
a massive food aid package by the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture (USDA).

The calamitous harvest has impacted
Russians at a time when the torpid Russian
economy diminishes the purchasing power
of the ruble. For elderly on state pensions
and government employees, the winter has
been particularly difficult. In many instances,
salaries and pensions have not been paid
for months. The IOCC assessment found
that many orphanages and other social and
medical institutions have less than 5 rubles
(around 30 cents) to spend on food per per-
son per day-barely enough to buy bread at
current prices.

The Chairman of the Standing Confer-
ence of Canonical Orthodox Bishops in the
Americas (SCOBA), Archbishop Spyridon of
the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of
America, welcomed the new Russia program
of IOCC, noting that �IOCC�s record of re-
sponsible work in Russia and other parts of
the world has justly earned the notice and
confidence of the U.S. Government.� He
emphasized that, �All Orthodox Christians
in America can be proud of this vital philan-
thropic ministry.�

Responding to news of the IOCC pro-
gram, Metropolitan Theodosius of the Or-
thodox Church in America said that �in fre-
quent contacts and conversations with Pa-
triarch Alexy of Moscow I have been moved
by his intense awareness of the desperate
need for food assistance among the vulner-

IOCC Delivering Relief to Suffering Russians

WELCOME
TO OUR

WORLD WIDE WEB HOME PAGE

Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese of America:

http://www.goarch.org
Orthodox Observer:

http://www.goarch. org/goa/observer

able in Russia, especially the elderly pen-
sioners and children in orphanages.

�The IOCC program,� he added, �will
help the Church to help those in need.�

Throughout Russia, IOCC has estab-
lished a wide network of partners, includ-
ing the Russian government and the Rus-
sian Orthodox Church Department on
Church Charity and Social Services. In addi-
tion to the provision of aid, IOCC has fo-
cused on providing the informational tools
with which people are able to solve their
own problems with pride and dignity.

Over 100 nascent Russian non-govern-
mental organizations have been assisted by
IOCC.

�The Church of Russia, through its net-
work of dioceses and parishes, is close to
the social needs and to the suffering among
Russia�s vulnerable people,� recalled Met-
ropolitan Philip of the Antiochian Orthodox
Christian Archdiocese of North America.
�The U.S. government is to be commended
for its selection of IOCC, an organization
capable of working with the Church, to as-
sist in implementing the current USDA pro-
gram for food aid in Russia.�

Metropolitan Philip visited the Russian
Orthodox Church in September 1997.

�This program demonstrates IOCC�s
ongoing commitment to accompanying the
vulnerable during this turbulent and very
trying transition to democracy and a free
market,� commented IOCC�s Board Chair-
man Charles Ajalat. He also emphasized the
unique role the organization will have in
implementing the program in cooperation
with the Russian needy and the Russian
Orthodox Church.

IOCC, founded in 1992 by SCOBA, is
the humanitarian aid organization of Ortho-
dox Christians.

Tax-deductible contributions in support
of IOCC�s humanitarian efforts may be sent
to: IOCC, P.O. Box 630225, Baltimore, MD
21263-0225, or by making an online contri-
bution via our secure server at
www.iocc.org.

For more information, contact: Interna-
tional Orthodox Christian Charities, 711 W.
40th Street, Suite 306, Baltimore, MD
21211-2109, Tel: (410) 243 9820, Fax: (410)
243 9824.

TIRANA, Albania � Orthodox youth
and university students of Tirana have been
responding to Christ�s call to care for those
in need for the past three years in a variety
of ways. As a part of their Christian respon-
sibility, every Sunday they visit Tirana�s
School for the Blind, as well as occasionally
visit the local old age home, orphanage, and
various hospitals.

This year, an average of 20 students,
divided into two groups, spend an hour and
a half each week with the 40 resident blind
children who range in age from 6-15. This
year, they received permission from the di-
rector of the school to take the children on
excursions around the city. A new part of
these excursions, which began at the begin-
ning of the new year, includes attendance

Albanian Orthodox Youth Help the Needy
at the Sunday Divine Liturgy in the Cathe-
dral of the Annunciation. The children look
forward to receiving the Archbishop�s bless-
ing, and being warmly welcomed by the
faithful of Tirana. Special funds have allowed
the students to furnish the School for the
Blind with special equipment, including ra-
dios, cassette players, and educational toys.

Another occasional outreach of the stu-
dents is visiting the old age home, orphan-
age, and local hospitals of Tirana. Here, they
take treats, as well as reading material. Af-
ter any visit, each student is committed to
praying for any and all patients they encoun-
ter every week.

A new project of the youth in the begin-
ning of February was raising awareness for
the need of blood donation in Tirana. A rep-
resentative of the Tirana Blood Bank spoke
to more than 60 university students, as well
as the 55 seminarians at the Resurrection of
Christ Theological Academy, explaining the
desperate situation of the blood bank.

In 1990, more than 13,000 people do-
nated blood. In 1997, only 1,500 gave blood,
even though during this same time period
the population of Tirana has exploded from
350,000 to 700,000 inhabitants. A positive
result of this project was that 55 students
donated blood.



ORTHODOX OBSERVER MARCH 1999PAGE 22

C L A S S I F I E D  A D S
LEGAL SERVICES REAL ESTATE/BUS. MUSICIANS

GEORGE KENT�GREEK�AMERICAN�INTERNATIONAL
ORCHESTRA & ENTERTAINMENT

EXPOSÉ REQUESTED! �BOOK EARL�BOOK EARL�BOOK EARL�BOOK EARL�BOOK EARLY FOR 10% REBY FOR 10% REBY FOR 10% REBY FOR 10% REBY FOR 10% REBAAAAATE!�TE!�TE!�TE!�TE!�

CALL KENT 1-914-476-3020
or write: 118 Bolmer Ave., N.Yonkers, NY 10703-1637
Send for stereo cassette albums �Zorba� or �Athena� $11.00 for one, $20 for both to address above.

ONLY TRUST YOUR SOCIAL TO A PROVEN NAME GROUP OF FULL TIME PRO-
FESSIONAL MUSICIANS ENTERTAINERS, AT AFFORDABLE PRICES, WHO�S
ONLY BUSINESS IS MUSIC. PERFORMING AUTHENTIC GREEK MUSIC OF ALL
REGIONS, COLONIES OF GREECE. FEATURING THE �PRIME VOICE OF
GREECE...�  THE CLARINO & BOUZOUKI PLUS VOCALS. BEWARE! OF GREEK
BANDS PROMISING AMERICAN MUSIC, THEN PLAYING TAPES!  ALL OUR
MUSIC IS PERFORMED �LIVE�...OUR AMERICAN SOUNDS PURE AMERICAN,
WITH NO ACCENT!

RANGAVES PETER
SMALL DANCE BANDS
LARGE ORCHESTRAS

American � Italian � French
Greek � German � Latin

3342 Stony Point Road, Santa Rosa, CA 95407
Call Peter 707-526-1138

Dr. Kimon A. Legakis
Athens University Law SchoolUMaster of Law, Hervard Law School

Doctor of Law, Greece
UCertificate of International Law, Hague Academy of Int�l Law

Le g a l  C o n s u l t a n t

O F F I C E S

209 Garth Road

Scarsdale, N.Y. 10583

   & (914) 725-4717(914) 725-4717(914) 725-4717(914) 725-4717(914) 725-4717
Fax: (914) 725-4936

14 Nikitaras Street
Athens 106 78, Greece

& (011-301) 383-3340
& (011-302) 992-7111

Fax: (011-301)382-0838

With emphasis on: Settlement of Inheritance, Taxes, Disputed
Properties, Civil, International Family and Business Law in Greece

FOR 30 YEARS THE
ULTIMATE IN GREEK
& AMERICAN MUSIC

of NEW YORK

e-mail: Trojan888@aol.com

KOSTAS TASLISKOSTAS TASLISKOSTAS TASLISKOSTAS TASLISKOSTAS TASLIS
& His Orchestra& His Orchestra& His Orchestra& His Orchestra& His Orchestra

Greek and American Music
Klarino - Bouzoukee etc.

Featuring Katerina - Vocalist

PMT TO: Omikron Record Co.  P.O.Box 913
47 Bacon Str., Winchester, MA 01890

___ #CDs @15.00  ___ #CASSETTES @ $10.00
TOTAL DUE: $ _____ (  )Check  ( ) M.O.

ORDERORDERORDERORDERORDER
OUR NEWESTOUR NEWESTOUR NEWESTOUR NEWESTOUR NEWEST

RELEASERELEASERELEASERELEASERELEASE

Call Kostas
(781)729-2643

Add
$3.00 ea.

s & h

SE THEMAMESE THEMAMESE THEMAMESE THEMAMESE THEMAME
& GREEK MAKARENA& GREEK MAKARENA& GREEK MAKARENA& GREEK MAKARENA& GREEK MAKARENA

TEL: 1-800-421-0639 or 713/626-0808
FAX: 713/626-3019

E-mail: jamesdprappas@csi.com

U.S IMMIGRATION
VISAS AND CITIZENSHIP

James D. Prappas*

Attorney and Councelor at Law
3555 Timmons Lane, Suite 1450

Houston, Texas 77027

*Board certified Immigration and Nationality Law
Texas Board of Legal Specialization

WEDDINGS

STEFANA
Artistically designed and

handmade utilizing:
porcelain, leather, pearl

beads, crystal-like
flowers and silk flowers

Custom framing available

HandcrHandcrHandcrHandcrHandcraftedaftedaftedaftedafted
HeirHeirHeirHeirHeirloomsloomsloomsloomslooms

TTTTTel.& fel.& fel.& fel.& fel.& fax (781) 862-8435ax (781) 862-8435ax (781) 862-8435ax (781) 862-8435ax (781) 862-8435
Free catalog available

We Ship Anywhere

INTERNET: http://www.vali.com � Email:Music@vali.com

Featuring

Gus Vali

Tel.:201.768.9100

Wedding and Christen-
ing items, Favors, Marti-
rika, Vaptistika, Ecclesi-
astical items.
We ship anywhere!
(718) 721-9190(718) 721-9190(718) 721-9190(718) 721-9190(718) 721-9190

KENTRIKON-NOUFARO
23-33 31 St.

Astoria, NY 11105

www.omogenia.com/kentriko-noufaro

36 West 44th Street � Suite 1300,
New York, NY 10036

U.S. IMMIGRATION � TAXATION
BUSINESS LAW

INTERNATIONAL TRANSACTIONS
WILLS & ESTATES

Dr. ARES D. AXIOTIS
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW

Tel.: (212) 840-3422 or (203) 255-3312

MEMBER OF N.Y. AND CT BARS

ÄÉÄÁÊÔÙÑ ÐÁÍ/ÌÉÏÕ OXFORD, ENGLAND
Ô. ËÅÊÔÙÑ ÍÏÌÏËÏÃÉÁÓ ÐÁÍ/ÌÉÏÕ CAMBRIDGE, ENGLAND

24 Vergoti Ave, Argostoli 28100 Kefalonia, Greece
e-mail: nelihioni@compulink.gr
http://kefalonia.compulink.gr

NELLIE CONSTANDAKI-HIONI & ASSOC.
An established law firm in Greece with Partners in

London, Paris and Los Angeles

PRACTICING LAW
Law of Contract � Civil law (family law�inheritance law)

Banking, Foreign Investments, Loan Processing etc. in E.U. countries
Real estate transactions � Tittle searches

The ability to identify bargains in the propertymarket for our clients.
Phone 011-30-671-25430 � Fax 011-30-671-41268

LEGAL SERVICES IN GREECE

888-638-7471
BEST PRICES!

Air � Cruises � Tours
Round The World Travel Agency, Inc.
Baltimore, MD RTW@NeTrip.com www.NeTrip.com

Serving the Greek
Community 27 years

Tarpon Springs
Clearwater-Florida

www.realtorsbest.com/athanasiadis

EMPLOYMENT

MISCELLANEOUS

Classified Ads
rate is $50.00 per col-
umn inch. This Box is
one column by one
inch and costs $50.
ALL ADS ARE PRE-PAID

DISPLAY ADVERTISING
per column inch:............$55.00
quarter pg: ................... $750.00
half page: ................. $1,500.00
full page: .................. $3,000.00

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
single column inch .......$ 50.00
dbl. column inch ..........$100.00

ADVERTISING RATES

MECHANICAL REQUIREMENTS
y �Type page width� is 59 picas
(9.75�), depth is 14 inches
y Display ads: Four columns to

a page. Single column width is
14 picas (2.25�). For each ad-
ditional column add 15 picas
(2.5�). y Classified ads: Six col-
umns to a page. Single column
width is 9 picas (1.5�), double
column width is 9 picas (1.5�),
double column width is 19 picas
(3.25�) y Camera ready ads
preferred. DEADLINES: ® Reser-
vations: 25 days before publi-
cation. PAYMENT TERMS:®All ads
are payable in advance, unless
contract agreement is in effect
and account current.

FOR SALE
Andros Island

Greece Properties
Serious Inquiries Only
K. Gasparis Dermanis

(757) 851-9209

f

FOR LEASE
In New England Town

PPPPPopular hotel copular hotel copular hotel copular hotel copular hotel chain is leasing out rhain is leasing out rhain is leasing out rhain is leasing out rhain is leasing out restaurestaurestaurestaurestaurantantantantant
and function rand function rand function rand function rand function roomsoomsoomsoomsooms.....

FFFFFor moror moror moror moror more infe infe infe infe informaormaormaormaormation call: (603) 647-7484tion call: (603) 647-7484tion call: (603) 647-7484tion call: (603) 647-7484tion call: (603) 647-7484

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Preschool
Tarpon Springs, Florida is looking to fill the
position of Director. Enrollment, 40 students
ages 3 to 5 years. Bachelor�s Degree in Edu-
cation, administrative, organizational, and
business skills. Please send resume to:
P.O. Box 1672 Tarpon Springs, FL 34688
Phone: (727) 937-7122

PRESCHOOL DIRECTPRESCHOOL DIRECTPRESCHOOL DIRECTPRESCHOOL DIRECTPRESCHOOL DIRECTOROROROROR

ALTERNATIVE TREATMENTS
� Breast & Skin Cancers
� Arthritis
� Warts, Corns, Calluses

� High Blood Pressure
� Joint & Lower back Pain
� Sinus & Allergies

For more information call : (718) 884-6353
� Nasal & Breathing difficulties

VACATIONS-TRAVEL

D I M I T R I O S  P A N A G O S
PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO

Web page:http://www.panagos.com

Å WEDDINGS Å BAPTISMS Å PORTRAITS Å NEWS Å PASSPORTS

111 Broadway (Rt. 107), Hicksville, N.Y. 11801

(516) 931-2333

PROF. SERVICES

Join the �Ageless� Revolution
A medically proven age reversal nutrient promotes natural release of
growth hormone from your own pituitary gland. This has many health
benefits that include: fat and weight loss, decreased skin wrinkling,
improved exercise endurance, enhanced mental ability, and more! For
personal use and/or great home-based business.
Toll Free Info: (877) 310-9536  � www.anti-agingnutrients.com
Dr. Mark F. Guilfoyle - American Academy of Anti-Aging Medicine High I.Q. societ-
ies (MENSA, INTERTEL)  Dr. Toula Milos Guilfoyle-Board certified family practice

ÅËËÇÍÉÊÏ ÔÕÐÏÃÑÁÖÅÉÏ

40-12 Ditmars Blvd., Astoria, NY 11105
Tel.: (718) 545-2323
Fax: (718) 545-2366 ÕÐÅÕÈÕÍÏÔÇÔÁ & ÓÙÓÔÅÓ ÔÉÌÅÓ

Ëåõêþìáôá ãéá
óõëëüãïõò êáé

êïéíüôçôåò

LETTERHEADS � LOGOS � ENVELOPES � BUSINESS CARDS � JOURNALS � MAGA-
ZINES � BOOKS � BOOKLETS � WEDDING INVITATIONS � SIGNS � BANNERS � COM-
PUTER � GRAPHICS � PAPER SIGNS � COLOR BROCHURES � MENUS � ADS

A N D Ask your parish to forward your name and new
address to the Observer in order for you to continue

receiving the newspaper
I F  you move but your new home is located in the

district of the same parish, then list your new address
below:

If you are moving, please attach your old label to
this coupon and mail  to the �Orthodox Observer�

8 East 79th Street, New York, NY 10021

NAME___________________________________________

ADDRESS______________________________________

CITY___________________STATE ________ZIP_______

MOVING ?
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SAINTS AND FEASTS
St. Mary of Egypt

challengeYouth Ministry

Email: youthoffice@goarch.org

Challenging Word Puzzle on Lent

Sunday, February 28
Sunday of Orthodoxy

Following the death of her husband, the
iconoclast (breaking or destroying icons)
Emperor Theophilos, the faithful Empress
Theodora, who had secretly kept icons for
many years, convened a General Synod in
843 A.D. The Synod formally reinstated the
veneration of icons in Orthodox worship af-
ter 150 years of iconoclasm. This Sunday cel-
ebrates our Church�s triumph and victory
over the heresy and the restoration of icons.

Sunday, March 7
St. Gregory Palamas

Commemoration of the great 14th cen-
tury theologian who centered his teaching
on man�s magnificent deification and wor-
ship in Christ.

Sunday, March 14
Veneration of the Holy Cross

Having reached the mid-point of Great
Lent, and approaching the glorious resur-
rection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,
we are enlivened by the appearance of the
cross on this day. We are offered assurance
and encouragement in our time of fasting.

Sunday, March 21
St. John Climacus

Commemoration of one of the
Church�s great ascetics who wrote in his
�Ladder of Divine Ascent� about the vari-
ous stages of the spiritual life.

Sunday, March 28
St. Mary of Egypt

Celebration of the 6th century saint who
repented a life of sin by living as an ascetic
in the desert. St. Mary is a phenomenal ex-
ample for us of a strong faith and a repen-
tant heart.

Sundays of Holy
and Great Lent

It�s Your Choice

St. Mary of Egypt lived in the sixth cen-
tury. As a beautiful young maiden, she lived
a life as a prostitute in the city of Alexandria,
constantly seducing men and falling prey to
the passions of her heart. She one day joined
a boat of pilgrims traveling to Jerusalem for
the Feast Day of the Exaltation of the Holy
Cross where she continued her life of de-
filement.

As St. Mary followed the crowd into the
Church of the Holy Sepulchre to venerate
the Precious Cross, she found herself pow-
erless to enter, stopped by some unseen
force. Seeing an icon of the Holy Virgin,
Mother of Christ outside the church, her
heart was filled with shame as she realized
that her unclean, sinful life had barred her
from entrance into the church.

Confessing her sin and impurity to the
Virgin, St. Mary promised to renounce the
world and live a chaste life if the Virgin Mary
would let her go inside and venerate the
Precious Cross. Granting her the favor, St.
Mary entered the church without hindrance
and venerated the cross.

When she went back outside to the icon
of the Holy Mother to thank her she heard a
voice saying �If you cross the Jordan  you
will find true peace.� Crossing the Jordan
into the desert and wilderness she lived a
life as an ascetic. Putting her faith and trust
in God she survived in the desert for more
than forty years wandering estranged from

any contact with people.
After many years of wandering she one

day came across a monk, Zosimas, who
happened to be traveling through the desert.
St. Mary confessed to Father Zosimas the
story of her sinful life. Before leaving she
requested that Father Zosimas bring to her
Holy Communion. He agreed and they met
on the banks of the Jordan River the follow-
ing year on Holy Thursday. She received the
Eucharist after all those years of wandering
through the desert.

Another year passed and Father Zo-
simas went to the desert again in search of
St. Mary. He came to the spot where they
first met and found her dead body lying on
the desert sand. Next to her body was in-
scribed a message in the sand stating that
St. Mary gave up her spirit on the first of
April, Holy Friday after having partaken of
the Divine Mysteries.

An abrupt event at the church in Jerusa-
lem made St. Mary of Egypt aware of her
sinfulness and in a fervent act of penance,
she vowed to atone for her sins and seek
the way of Christ.

As a result St. Mary has become known
as the Penitent saint, one who is synony-
mous with the sacrament of Penance. Her
example of strong faith and repentance is
celebrated during the time of the Great Fast
as the church honors her on the fifth Sun-
day of Lent.

On Control of the Stomach, (Part 2 of 3)
The Church Fathers found that the eat-

ing of greens or pulse did not agree with
everyone, and that not everyone could live
on dry bread. One man, they said, could
eat two pounds of dry bread and still be
hungry, while another might eat a pound,
or only six ounces, and be satisfied.

As the Church Fathers have handed
down a single basic rule of self-control: �do
not be deceived by the filling of the belly�
(Proverbs 24:15), or be led astray by the
pleasure of the palate...Bodily illness is not
an obstacle to purity of heart, provided we
give the body what its illness requires, not
what gratifies our desire for pleasure.

Food is to be taken in so far as it sup-
ports our life, but not to the extent of en-
slaving us to the impulses of desire. To eat
moderately and reasonably is to keep in
health, not to deprive it of holiness.

According to research on the develop-
ment of children�s brains, the ideal oppor-
tunity for learning lasts from birth to about
10 years of age.

Children�s brains gobble up glucose at
twice the adult rate from the age of 4 to
puberty. Young brains are permitted to pro-
cess new and complex information. Com-
plex subjects such as geometry, foreign lan-
guages, and theology shouldn�t wait until

Fill in the blanks below with the words given
3 letters: oil-sin 4 ltrs: icon-fast-fish 5 ltrs:
cross-bible 6 ltrs: Pascha-prayer-repent 7
ltrs:abstain-forgive-passion-prepare-reflect-
theosis 8 ltrs: Akathist-compline-services-
triodion 9 ltrs: Eucharist-scripture 10 ltrs:

Youth Worker Tips: Use Your Brain!

Upcoming YAL Events
17th Annual Greek Archdiocesan Young
Adult Conference: July 1-5, 1999 Five Star
Arizona Biltmore resort and Spa, Phoenix,
Ariz. Details: Website: www.goaldsf.org or
for a registration packet, send your name and
address to:Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Ca-
thedral Attn: 1999 YAL Conference 1973 East
Maryland Avenue Phoenix, AZ 85016
Diocese of Boston Lenten Retreat: Satur-
day, March 27 - St. Demetrios Church,
Weston, Mass. �Peter: The Great Young
Adult� Guest speaker: Fr. Frank Marangos
Details: (603) 742-7667 or (781) 237-5561
or e-mail Maria.Grammas@fmr.com
Archdiocesan District YAL Conference:
April 23-25 - New York, N.Y. Details: (212)
774-0296 or e-mail HAZ@goarch.org

by Vassi Makris

A s we come to the feast of the
Annunciation, when the Archan-
gel Gabriel announces to the

Virgin Mary that she will conceive a child,
we look to the Gospel of Luke. In the pas-
sage he tells Mary that God has found favor
in her and that she will �conceive in (her)
womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call
his name Jesus.� Upon hearing this, she is
puzzled and questions its possibilities.  She
later chooses to accept God�s will and the
impossible.

What little we know of Panaghia is that
at a young age she was dedicated to the
Temple and was raised with love for God
and prayer. After the encounter with the
angel, she later goes to visit her relative Eliza-
beth who is also expecting a child. We hear
how the baby in Elizabeth�s womb leaps for
joy when it hears Panaghia�s voice.

The baby is St. John the Baptist. He was
five months old. Well, she was five months
pregnant. It all depends on how you look at it.
Through the eyes of our Orthodox Faith, chil-
dren are alive the second they are conceived.

Each child is a new person, a new cre-
ation upon conception, with freedoms and
potential for holiness. We are only conceived
once and then we live for a while on earth
until we move along and live forever in either
heaven or hell.(Reincarnation is not an option)
This is our reality as Orthodox Christians.

Often in the great debate of abortion
rights we hear the words, �It�s a woman�s
body and therefore, she has the right to
choose to do with it as she wishes.� And
this is true. We all have the freedom to make
choices. Sometimes we make good choices.
Sometimes we make bad choices. But we
have the freedom to make choices.

The Panaghia chose to accept God�s will
and have a baby. St. John the Baptist chose
to live in the desert to understand God�s
will. He later chose to follow God�s will and
preach about repentance, which later leads
to his beheading.

Eleven of the Apostles chose to follow
Christ. One Apostle chose to deny Christ
for 30 pieces of silver. Your parish priest
chose to follow God�s call for him to serve.
And you. You have choices.

In the argument for abortion, those who
are pro-choice are right when they say a
woman has choices too. When a woman
chooses to have sex, it is her choice.  A good
choice, if she is married. A bad choice if she
is not.

Our freedom to make choices doesn�t
come from the law, or cosmic reasoning.  It
comes from God. God gives us the freedom
to choose because it is through our choices
that we express our love for Him.

The more we desire to love God, the more
we will desire to live within God�s will. Funny
thing though. Sometimes we aren�t willing to
love God unless we are sure He will love us
first. What we don�t realize is that God loves
us and there is nothing we could have ever
done or ever do to deserve it.

When it comes to life, the choice is not
ours to make but a choice God makes.  He
alone is the Life Creator. As we believe in
our Creed, He is the �Maker of heaven and
earth, and every thing visible and invisible.�
There is no one born without God willing it.
Loving God and desiring to live in His will
or not in His will are the only real choices
we have.

puberty to be introduced.
Therefore, don�t wait for children to

become teen-agers or young adults. Involve
them in worship services from their earliest
years. Teach them Orthodox theology by
involving them in active projects utilizing
music and physical activity. People can con-
tinue to learn their whole lives, but when it
comes to learning the Orthodox faith, child-
hood is the golden opportunity.

almsgiving-confession-meditation-procession-
sacraments 11 ltrs: Mary of Egypt 14 ltrs:John
of Climacus 15 ltrs: Saturday of Souls 16 ltrs:
Gregory of Palamas-Liturgy of St. Basil 17 ltrs:
Sunday of Orthodoxy 20 ltrs: Ladder of Divine
Ascent-Pre-Sanctified Liturgy

to Us!From the Church Fathers
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Restoration of Icons Gets a Strong Impetus

We refer to the workshop for the con-
servation of icons and relics, created with
the blessing of Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew and directed by the Athonite
Fr Pavlos Politis.

The churches and monasteries in
Istanbul preserve a multitude of icons and
sacred objects still used in worship, despite
their repeated deterioration and destruction
caused by time and humans.

For many years these sacred items were
never adequately preserved or restored be-
cause restoration methods had not yet
reached their current state of development.

In the past, whenever the human hand
tried to intervene without real knowledge,
the consequences were disastrous. For this
reason, the Church was reluctant to under-
take such a task.

In 1994, however, a great opportunity
emerged with the renovation of the Patriar-
chal Church of St. George at the Phanar.

Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew and
the Patriarchate�s Holy Synod sought and
found a way to restore the icons, the
iconostasis and other sacred objects. The
result was the creation of a conservation
workshop on the premises of the Patriarch-
ate next to the Patriarchal Library.

Today, many Orthodox churches in the
world having historic buildings, sacred icons
and other liturgical objects, create full-
fledged workshops to conserve these trea-
sures.

This is because such sacred objects are
still used in worship and there is need for
special care that only trained technicians can
provide. More so, since these technicians
do not deal with ordinary secular objects.

The creation of the Phanar workshop
has set the foundation for a �school� of con-
servation led by one person with exceptional
zeal and enthusiasm, Fr. Pavlos.

Taking part in restoration
During the facility�s operation, many

young people with keen interest in and a
particular attraction for icon conservation
became apprentices to Fr. Pavlos and col-
laborated in the discovery and rehabilitation
of items in bad condition.

Hence, all conservators contribute day
and night with their personal dedication to
the real �restoration� of the miraculous
works of our liturgic arts, which previous
generations offered to the life of our Church.

The work of conservation started from
zero and is multi-faceted. Presently three
women specialists, Dimitra Skapoula, Peghe
Vlachou of Athens and Panayiota Balafa of
Thessaloniki, do extensive and  intricate res-
toration work.

In July 1997, the Holy Synod of the

tion workshop at the Patriarchate began
operating, with continuous alternating vis-
its of the conservator-monk�s team.

Furthermore, a new project was
launched for a workshop at Holy Trinity
Monastery on Halki to restore the
monastery�s chapel.

From time to time, the conservators�
teams are joined by graduates from the
schools of Florence and Avignon, with
whom Fr. Pavlos keeps educational contact.

To date, more than 60 conservators
from Greece and other European countries
have collaborated with the workshop under
Fr. Pavlos and his team.

It is a true worksite that operates si-
lently within the Patriarchate, and at basic
workshops on Halki and Holy Fountain
Balikli Monastery.

Conservation works have been carried
out periodically on icons and in the churches
of St. Paraskevi at Pikridi (Haskoy), St.
Demetrios of Xirokrini (Kurucesme), St.
Paneleimon, Kuzguncuk, etc.

On this miraculous work which is un-
der way, the conservator-monk notes:
�Icons come down from walls of offices and
rooms and are �restored,� radiating divine
grace and blessing. The saints are �renewed�
and they �renew.��

Supported by donations
All this work has been generously do-

nated to the Patriarchate. Financial support

e c u m e n i c a l  p a t r i a r c h a t e

T
he restoration of the
icons that we cel-
ebrated on the Sunday
of Orthodoxy reminds
us of the �restoration�
of icons taking place

within the holy center of Ortho-
doxy at the Phanar, in the Ecu-
menical Patriarchate.

Ecumenical Patriarchate assigned Fr. Pavlos
the task of conserving the icon of �Panayia
Pausolypi� (Mary Cease-Sorrow) at Holy
Trinity Monastery on Halki.

At the same time, the Holy Synod pro-
posed to Fr. Pavlos that he study the issue
of restoring the ecclesiastic relics of
Constantinople.

Concerning the new task, Father Pavlos
said, �To begin with, there is an immediate
need for salvaging operations. That is, the
works whose condition is particularly seri-
ous and whose deterioration is in process.
For these works it is necessary to under-
take steps to restore them to a state of equi-
librium. Such intervention requires especially
gentle handling and great experience for the

implementation of the right measures.�

A �patient�s file�
Parallel to the salvaging operations, Fr.

Pavlos stresses that equally urgent is �cata-
loguing and creating �conservation sheets�
for every work, something like a �patient�s
file� in hospitals.

Only in this way can needs and priori-
ties in a collection of works be determined,
so we can calculate the amount of work and
set up a program.

Of course, such a task presupposes a
complete workshop with a photographer,
art historian, conservator-evaluator and an
assistant.�

Within a year and a half, the conserva-

for the project was undertaken by Fr. Pavlos,
assisted by a wide circle of pious, anony-
mous and eponymous donors.

The way is long and difficult. The needs
of the icons and relics in general are im-
mense and the shortfalls are many.

However, the young people�s courage
gives many hopes to all of us. And Patriarch
Bartholomew�s blessings support and in-
spire Fr. Pavlos and his team.

A new institution, the �adoption� of rel-
ics, was established by the conservator-
monk. Through this institution, anyone in-
terested may undertake the conservation of
any vestige, thus contributing to its salvation.

Closing the presentation of the signifi-
cant and comprehensive task undertaken by
this workshop, a few words concerning its
director, Fr. Pavlos, are in order.

After studying theology at the Univer-
sity of Thessaloniki, the Athonite monk con-
tinued his career in France, where he com-
pleted studies at the University of Avignon�s
state school of conservation.

He then put his training into practice in
Thessaloniki and throughout Northern
Greece until receiving an invitation to join
the Holy Community at Mount Athos, where
he has served for more than six years. He
now focuses his activities as abbot of St.
Andreas� skete.

FATHER PAVLOS shows the work of the restoration on a 16th century
icon to Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew in the studio at the Phanar.

PANAYIOTA BALAFA works on a 15th century icon of the Theotokos.

DIMITRA SKAPOULA, another restoration expert at work in the studio.

Story and photos
by Nicholas Manginas

Fr. Pavlos at work.
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CLIFTON, N.J. � On Sunday, Feb. 7,
the community of St. George Church paid
special tribute to eight couples who cel-
ebrated wedding anniversaries of 50 years
or greater. The couples have been married
a combined total of 415 years.

The following couples were honored:
Mr. and Mrs. George Blanos (52 years),
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Kartanos (50 years),
Mr. and Mrs. Christos Latsounas (52

Eight couples of Clifton parish married five decades or longer with Fr. Orfanakos.

Celebrating 415 Years of Wedded Bliss
years), Mr. and Mrs. Costas Nicolaou (58
years), Mr. and Mrs. Roy Parks (51 years),
Mr. and Mrs. Christos Papapetrou (51
years), Mr. and Mrs. Gus Routsis (51 years)
and Mr. and Mrs. Theodore Routsis (50
years).

The Rev. John Orfanakos presented
each couple with an icon depicting the
Wedding at Cana along with a letter of con-
gratulations from Archbishop Spyridon.

OAKLAND, Calif.
� Ascension Cathedral
will bestow its Lifetime
Service Award to three
parishioners for their
contribution to the choir
and Greek school.

George Calimeris,
presently in his 55th
year of service, began in
1944 as cantor and
Greek school teacher
for young people and
adults. He continues
teaching in the Pied-
mont Adult School and
remains the cantor.

Anna Marakas
Counlis began playing

AWARD RECIPIENTS George Calimeris, Anna Counlis and Dr.
Demetrios Protopsaltis.

Parish Bestows Lifetime Service Awards

the organ at a young age and has also com-
pleted over 50 years of service as church
organist. She has worked with numerous
priests, choir directors, and served the San
Francisco Diocese Western Choir Federa-
tion as organist and accompanist in major
celebrations, in addition to being a wife,
mother and research biologist.

Demetrios Protopsaltis, Ph.D., has dis-
tinguished himself as an educator and re-

vitalized the Greek school program at As-
cension in 1972, building it up to six grades,
plus a pre-school class. During his 27-year
tenure as principal and teacher, he in-
structed hundreds of students in modern
Greek.

About half the proceeds from the event
will be placed in the Sen. Nicholas C. Petris
Greek Language and Cultural Endowment
Fund at the cathedral.

SANTA FE � More than 120 young
adults and priests, gathered here Feb. 4-7
for the 10th annual Diocese of Denver Snow
Conference.

PARTICIPANTS IN the Denver Diocese Snow Conference

by Father Mark A. Leondis

Snow Conference Draws 120

The young adults gathered after their
arrival with Metropolitan Isaiah, Presiding
Hierarch of the Denver Diocese, and later
attended an informal dinner buffet, followed
by a Small Compline service.

On Friday, Feb. 5, the young adults
spent the day skiing, snow-mobiling and
touring Santa Fe. In the evening, the inspir-
ing keynote address was given by the Very
Rev. Archimandrite Makarios Mannos on the
theme �Attaining Holiness.�

The next morning, they participated in
morning prayers and workshops, �Coming
into the Light� and �Are we in the light?�

Afterward, the young adults returned
to the slopes for a half day of skiing.

Saturday evening, they attended Great
Vespers and a panel discussion with Metro-
politan Isaiah, Fr. Mannos, the Very Rev.
Archimandrite Athanasios Emmert, and
Michael Photopoulos who represented the
Archdiocese.

Tom Haros, a young adult from As-
sumption Cathedral in Denver, served as
moderator.

Following the panel discussion, partici-
pants attended the Small Compline service
with the Preparation to receive Holy Com-
munion service, and then took part in the
Sacrament of Confession.

Sunday morning, the young adults at-
tended Hierarchical Divine Liturgy with
Metropolitan Isaiah presiding at Prophet
Elias Church in Santa Fe. Following the Lit-
urgy, the parish hosted a light brunch.

The weekend marked the 10th consecu-
tive year that young adults from throughout
the country participated in the Diocese Snow
Conference.

ARCHBISHOP�S ADDRESS
 from page 9
tion. To embrace that history is to fulfill the
purpose of what it means to be a Greek
Orthodox Christian.

There are voices among us who would
have us dispense with our history, cast aside
our Holy Tradition, sanctified by the blood
of the Martyrs. I can only imagine that they
truly do not know what they are saying or
doing. We must forgive them their ignorance
and minister to them in love and understand-
ing, just as Christ forgave his crucifiers from
His Holy and Precious Cross.

My brothers and sister, let us not judge
by worldly standards. The Great Church of
Christ may not be powerful, or rich, or large.
She is in fact a flesh and blood martyr, a liv-
ing testimony to the faithfulness of Christ.
From the Mother Church we derive all of our
ecclesial being, and we shall always look to
the Mother Church  � to the Throne of St.
John Chrysostom � and the sacred person
of His All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew for the loving and wise guid-
ance that shall lead us to harbor of salvation.

We need to be more concerned about
our children, their faith and understanding
of Orthodoxy, their spiritual needs, their
spiritual lives, than to be concerned about
the future shape of administrative structures
in America. Autocephaly, as it is bandied
about today, is portrayed only in terms of
power, but this rush for power will never
fulfill the spiritual mission with which we
have been entrusted. Let us be sober and
mature in the practice of our faith, and rec-
ognize that the totality of the Church is
greater than the sum of its individual mem-
bers. And in all humility and honesty, let us
labor for the fruit that endures in the lives of
our Archdiocese, our Dioceses, our parishes
and our families.

As your Archbishop, as your spiritual
father, I say to you that what we really need
is to lay aside the earthly cares of power
and privilege and take up the Cross of Christ!
We need to speak the truth in love, and we
need to speak out in faithfulness to the tra-
dition of our Church.

As long as we allow the dialogue to be
governed by indiscriminate criticism pep-

pered with innuendo, then we can expect
no change in the quality of that dialogue.
You, the clergy and lay members of the
Council, have the responsibility to speak up
for the truth, and to never forget that ours is
a Church of love.

The issue before us is neither governance,
nor crisis, nor administration, nor autocephaly,
nor autonomy, nor any such thing. The issue
is ministry! The ministry of Christ! The minis-
try of the Church! And how is that ministry to
be accomplished when we spend our days
and nights if we are not united in love and in
purpose? What do we intend to bequeath to
the our children? Museums to our own van-
ity? Or vibrant robust communities filled with
the knowledge and love of God? The time for
this cycle of accusations to end has come.
Once and for all!

I too know what it is to be accused. I have
often been accused of doing many things I
have not done, and of being someone that I
am not. And as I have thought over these ac-
cusations, my comfort has always been that
God, above all else, knows my heart. Truly,
my friends, He knows all our hearts, all our
intentions, all the motivations we hide from
those around us. But we cannot hide from
God. And He will judge us according to the
actions that we have performed, the ministry
that we have accomplished.

So let us set out together in the days of
this Council and work the works of God.
Let us seek out and discuss what ministries
we may not even yet know, that can serve
the people of God. And let us respond hon-
estly and lovingly to those within our own
community who find it so easy to speak
harshly of us. The truth cannot be hidden.
Even when It was buried in the bowels of
the earth, after three days It arose in glory
and power. I pray that during these holy days
of Great Lent, when we prepare our souls
and bodies to receive the light of Truth at
Holy Pascha, we shall all find the courage
and the resolve to conduct our ministries in
this great Archdiocese with the honesty and
love that will turn the hearts of our brothers
and sisters back to the communion of His
love and mercy.

Brothers and Sisters in Christ: Rejoice!
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ONTARIO, Calif. � More than 1,200
dancers took part in the 23rd annual San
Francisco Diocese Folk Dance Festival at the
Ontario Airport Marriott, Feb. 11-14.

by Rose Kamages Hunter

San Francisco Diocese Holds Annual Folk Dance Festival

This year, 80 dance groups took part in
four divisions: senior and junior - 42 groups;
primary and intermediate - 28 groups; non-
competitive - 8 groups, and exhibition - 1
group.

Dancers ranged in age from 4 to 46.
About 2,000 persons attended the

awards banquet that followed on Feb. 14.
Peter E. Preovolos, FDF board chair-

man, announced a new program introduced
this year - the FDF Hall of Fame.

The program recognizes the work of
countless hundreds of individuals who have
contributed time, creativity or experience to
the spiritual and cultural education of the
children and young adults of the Greek Or-
thodox Church.

�During the past 23 years, the board
has witnessed the development of youth and
young adults along with the tremendous
growth of the program,� commented Dr.
Alexander Sparkuhl, Hall of Fame program
chairman. �As a result, the board feels the
time has come to honor the efforts of the
clergy and lay persons who have made the
FDF Ministry what it is today.�

The board has established seven cat-
egories in which individuals who represent
the best that the organization has to offer,
may be nominated: parent, priest, director,
manager, judge, youth advisor, and dancer.

Charlie Kyriacou, FDF operations of-
ficer, added, �Candidates for the Hall of
Fame will be elected from the entire Dio-
cese. Each parish is requested to select in-
dividuals who deserve special recognition
for their work on behalf of the FDF from the
designated categories.�

The first inductees into the Hall of Fame
included members of the St. Spyridon jun-
ior parish council in San Diego that was in-
strumental in the structuring the Folk Dance
Festival in its first years and were original
signatories to the first official-by-laws.

Following are the 1999 Folk Dance Fes-
tival award winners: 1999 Managing
Director�s Plaque:  Nick Preovolos

FDF Trustees Awards: Division I: Hel-
lenic Dance Academy Of Canberra, Australia
Division III: Vorio Sellas and Astorio Tou Vora,
Holy Transfiguration, Anchorage, Alaska.

Humanitarian award: Anna Efstathiou,
Ascension Cathedral, Oakland Cynthia
Anderson Scholarship: Jenny Spiropoulos,
Assumption, Long Beach Christos Papa-
dimitrakis Scholarship: George Mitsopoulos,
Annunciation, Modesto. Fr. A. Homer
Demopulos Scholarship: Nick Carkonen,
Seattle

Directors� Awards:
Division I:  Nick Varvitsiotis Memorial

Award: Irene Simvoulakis, Annunciation,
Modesto, Division II: Kim Efstathiou Me-
morial Award: Bessie and Larry Halfhill, St.
John the Baptist, Anaheim

Choir Awards:  First Place: Levendya,
Seattle, Second Place: Orpheus Dancers,
Northridge, Third Place: (Tie) Aggeliki
Horeftes, Tacoma; Kamari, St. George, Fresno.

Choral Awards: Division I: Amalia, An-
nunciation, Oakland, Division II: Aegeans, St.
John the Baptist, Anaheim

Music Awards: Division I: None, Divi-
sion II: Aegeans, St. John the Baptist, Anaheim,
Costume Awards: Primary: Perifania, Annun-
ciation, Modesto, Advanced Primary: Asteria
Tou Vora, Holy Transfiguration, Anchorage,
Junior: Pyrofani: St. Katherine, Redondo
Beach, Advanced Junior: Astrapi, Holy Cross,
Belmont, Intermediate: Thessaloniki, St.
Nicholas, San Jose, Advanced Intermediate:
Keravnos Dancers, St. Sophia Cathedral, Los
Angeles, Senior: Akroyali, St. Katherine,
Redondo Beach, Advanced Senior: Olympi-
ans, Assumption, Long Beach

Founders Awards: Primary: Kefi, St.
George, Fresno, Advanced Primary: Dia-
mandia, Annunciation, Modesto, Junior:
Aggeliki Horeftes, St. Nicholas, Tacoma, Ad-
vanced Junior: Astrapi, Holy Cross, Belmont,
Intermediate: Kamari, St. George, Fresno,
Advanced Intermediate: Megas Alexandros, St.
John the Baptist, Las Vegas, Senior: Levendia,
St. John the Baptist, Anaheim, Advanced Se-
nior: Dionysos, Ascension Cathedral, Oakland
Ontario FDF � 1999 Award Recipients

Sweepstakes Awards: Division I: Olym-
pian Dancers, Assumption, Long Beach; Di-
vision II: Minoan Dancers II, Nativity of
Christ, Ignacio

Competition Awards: (first place win-
ners) Primary: Veryina, St. George, Downey;
Advanced Primary: Megas Alexandros, St.
Nicholas, San Jose; Junior: Santorini Dancers,
St. Nicholas, San Jose; Advanced Junior: Zoi,
Ascension Cathedral, Oakland; Intermediate:
Akrites, Seattle; Adv. Intermediate: Armonia,
Sts Constantine and Helen, Cardiff; Senior:
Elliniki Paradosis, Ascension Cathedral, Oak-
land; Advanced Senior: Stavraeti, Holy Trin-
ity, San Francisco

Festival Award Winners

The following were inducted in a spe-
cial ceremony: Metropolitan Anthony, the
Revs. James Adams, Anthony Moschonas,
and Theodore Phillips; Advisor Peter E.
Preovolos; Judges Ellie and Don Hiatt,
dancer Elaine Pepares; parent Anna Kou-
skoutis; and founders Connie Angeles Tho-
mas, Stephanie Angeles Navrides, George
Demos, Athena Dineris Losasso, Chris
Kotitsa, Marilyn Kromides Yeatts, Aris
Phillips, Madelyn Rigopoulos, George
Scarvelis, Presbytera Jeanne Scarvelis
Constantinou, and Christine Trompas.

�This year�s choral competition has
been expanded,� reported Bill Bobolis.
Groups participating in the dance competi-
tion had the option of performing a brief
choral set immediately following their semi-
final round of competition.

In addition to their church�s hymn, each
team also sang elective selections from a
list provided to all directors.

If a team included a song during their
dance competition performance, they may
repeat that song and the songs may be done
in either Greek or English. This year repre-
sents the introductory year for the expanded
choral competition and will not affect the
dance teams scores.

The choral groups were judged and
were eligible for separate choral awards
based on selections performed either
acappella or with an accompanist.

For FDF 2000, however, the choral
competition will become part of the overall
score for the competition.

Anna Efstathiou was the 1999 Humani-
tarian Award recipient. Past include Metro-
politan Anthony, Don and Ellie Hiatt, Arch-
bishop Iakovos, William Korinthias, Litsa
Preovolos, Sydney McIntyre, John Haretakis,
Andreas Kyprianides, Angelo Tsakopoulos,
George Kokalis, Dena Stamos, Christine
Peratis, Nicholas Petris, Panos and Bertha
Angels and Helen Lambros.

The 1999 FDF judges were Vilma

Matchette and Barbara Avila (costume
judges), with Dena Stamos as costume
judge-in-training; and dance judges Renee
Cleary, Anne Gani Sirota, Nikos Savvidis,
Dimitrios Tzotzis, Mary Coros, Joseph
Kaloyanides Graziosi, George Nichols and
Mary Vouras.

The festival included a first-time appear-
ance by dancers from the Hellenic Dance
Academy of Canberra, Australia, a repeat
visit from Kyklos of Edmonton, Alberta,
Canada, and the Traditional Music Group
of Aradippou ,Cyprus

One of the most recognized perform-
ers in Orthodox circles today, Andrew An-
thony sang at opening ceremonies and again
at cultural night activities.

Mr. Anthony is known for his contem-
porary songwriting, recording, performing
and work with Orthodox youth and also
serves as Boston Diocese music minister.

Plans are already under way for FDF 2000,
scheduled for Feb. 10-13 in San Jose, Calif.

Metropolitan Anthony honors participants from Cyprus.

A GROUP of young dancers, the Minoans III, of Nativity of Christ Church compete in
division 2 of the dance festival.

1,200
dancers

23rd
Annual
Dance
Festival

80 dance
groups

ÄÄÄ

ÄÄÄ
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Archdiocese Extends Appreciation to Total Commitment Parishes

The Department of Stewardship Ministries extends our
deepest appreciation and thanks to all the parishes who faith-
fully participated in the �Total Commitment Program� of the
Holy Archdiocese.

The National Ministries are Orthodoxy�s witness to the
world, and all parishes who contribute their love offerings
each month are an important part of that  witnessing.

Below is a listing of those churches which have met their
stewardship obligations for 1998.  We pray that 1999 will
continue to be a year of commitment and inspiration for all
of our Orthodox faithful.

Very Rev. Father J. Gabriel Karambis
Director of  Stewardship Ministries

Archdiocesan District: Holy Trinity- Ansonia, CT � Holy Trinity Church- Bridgeport,
CT � Assumption Church- Danbury, CT � St. George Church- Norwalk, CT � St. Barbara
Church- Orange, CT � Archangels Church- Stamford, CT � St. George Cathedral- Hartford,
CT � St. Demetrios Church- Bristol, CT � Saint Basil the Great- New Haven, CT � St.
George Church- New Britain, CT � SS. Constantine & Helen- Washington, DC � Kimisis
Tis Theotokou- Southhampton, NY � Archangel Michael- Roslyn Heights, NY �
Annunciation Church- New York City, NY � Holy Trinity Cathedral- New York, NY � SS.
Anargyroi Church- New York City, NY � St. Barbara Church- New York City, NY � St.
Elefterios- New York City, NY � St. George- New York City, NY � St. Gerasimos Church-
New York City, NY � St. John The Baptist- New York City, NY � St. Demetrios Cathedral-
Astoria, NY � St. Nicholas Church- New
York City, NY � St. Nicholas Church- West
Babylon, NY � St. John Church- Blue Point,
NY � Zoodohos Peghe Church- Bronx, NY
� Kimisis Tis Theotokou- Brooklyn, NY �
St. Nicholas Church- Flushing, NY � St.
Demetrios Church- Merrick, NY � St. Pa-
raskevi Church- Greenlawn, NY � St. Paul
Cathedral- Hempstead, NY � St. Deme-
trios Church- Jamaica, NY � Assumption
Church- Port Jefferson, NY � Church Of
Our Saviour- Rye, NY � Holy Trinity St.
Nicholas- Staten Island, NY � Prophet Elias
Church- Yonkers, NY � SS. Constantine
& Helen- Jackson Heights, NY � Saint
Sophia Church- Albany, NY � St. Nicholas
Church- Newburgh, NY � Kimisis Tis
Theotokou- Poughkeepsie, NY � SS.
Constantine & Helen- West Nyack, NY �
St. George Church- Schenectady, NY � St.
Basil Church- Troy, NY � Church of the
Assumption- Windham, NY � Trans-
figuration Of Christ- Mattiuck, NY � Holy
Trinity Church- Hicksville, NY � Church
of the Resurrection- Glen Cove, NY � Kimisis Tis Theotokos- Island Park, NY � Holy
Cross- Middletown, NY
Diocese of New Jersey: Holy Trinity Church- Wilmington, DE � SS. Peter and Paul-
Frederick, MD � St. George Church- Ocean City, MD � St. Theodore Church- Lanham,
MD � SS. Constantine & Helen- Annapolis, MD � Annunciation Cathedral- Baltimore,
MD � St. Nicholas Church- Baltimore, MD � St. Demetrios Church- Baltimore, MD �
St. George Church- Bethesda, MD � St. Anthony Church- Vineland, NJ � St. George
Church- Asbury Park, NJ � St. Nicholas Church- Atlantic City, NJ � St. Andrew Church-
Randolph, NJ � Evangelismos Church- Jersey City, NJ � St. Demetrios Church- Union,
NJ � St. Nicholas Church- Newark, NJ � St. George Church- Clifton, NJ � St. George
Church- Piscataway, NJ � St. John The Theologian- Tenafly, NJ � St. George Church-
Trenton, NJ � Holy Trinity Church- Westfield, NJ � St. Demetrios Church- North
Wildwood, NJ � St. Nicholas Church- Wyckoff, NJ � St. Barbara Church- Toms River,
NJ � Holy Trinity Church-Egg Harbor, NJ � St. Fanourios Church- Elizabeth, NJ �
Kimisis Tis Theotokou- Holmdel, NJ � St. Thomas- Cherry Hill, NJ �Evangelismos
Church- Philadelphia, PA � St. Sophia, SS. Faith, Hope, and Agape- Jeffersonville, PA �
St. Luke Church-Broomall, PA � St. George Church- Media, PA � Annunciation Church-
Elkins Park, PA � St. George Cathedral- Philadelphia, PA � St. Demetrios Church-
Upper Darby, PA � The Nativity of the Theotokos- Fredericksburg, VA � St. Nicholas
Church- Virginia Beach, VA � Transfiguration Church- Charlottesville, VA � St. Peter
Church- Danville, VA � St. Katherine Church-Falls Church, VA � St. Elpis Church-
Hopewell, VA � St. George Church-Lynchburg, VA � SS. Constantine & Helen- Newport
News, VA � Annunciation Cathedral-Norfolk, VA � SS. Constantine & Helen- Richmond,
VA � Holy Trinity Church-Roanoke, VA � Dormition of the Virgin Mary Church-
Winchester, VA
Diocese of Chicago: St. John The Baptist- Cedar Rapids, IA � St. George Church- Des
Moines, IA � St. Elias The Prophet- Dubuque, IA � Transfiguration Of Our Lord Church-
Mason City, IA � Holy Trinity Church- Sioux City, IA � St. Demetrios Church- Waterloo,
IA � Assumption Church- Chicago, IL � St. Andrew Church- Chicago, IL � St. Basil
Church-Chicago, IL � SS. Constantine & Helen- Palos Hills, IL � St. George Church-
Chicago, IL � St. Spyridon Church- Palos Heights, IL � Holy Taxiarchai- St. Haralambos
Church- Niles, IL � St. Athanasios Church- Aurora, IL � Three Hierarchs Church-
Champaign, IL � St. Demetrios Church- Elmhurst, IL � St. John The Baptist- Des Plaines,
IL � SS. Constantine & Helen- Swansea, IL � St. George Church- Dekalb, IL � All Saints
Church- Joliet, IL � Annunciation Church- Kankakee, IL � St. Nicholas Church- Oak
Lawn, IL � All Saints Church- Peoria, IL � SS. Constantine & Helen- Rockford, IL � St.
Anthony Church- Springfield, IL � Holy Cross Church- Justice, IL � St. Demetrios Church-
Waukegan, IL � Holy Apostles Church- Westchester, IL � St. Nectarios Church- Palatine,
IL � Saint Sophia Church- Elgin, IL � Annunciation Cathedral- Chicago, IL � St. George
Church- Schererville, IN � SS. Constantine & Helen- Merrillville, IN � St. Demetrios
Church- Hammond, IN � St. Andrew Church- South Bend, IN � St. Iakovos Church-
Valparaiso, IN � The Twelve Holy Apostles Church- Duluth, MN � St. Mary�s Church-
Minneapolis, MN � Holy Anargyroi- SS. Cosmas & Damianos Church- Rochester, MN �
St. George Church- St. Paul, MN � Assumption Church- Town & Country, MO � St.
Nicholas Church- St. Louis, MO � St. Nicholas Church- Appleton, WI � Holy Trinity
Church- Fond Du Lac, WI � Assumption Church- Madison, WI � Annunciation Church-
Milwaukee, WI � SS. Constantine and Helen Church- Wauwatosa, WI � Kimisis Tis
Theotokou- Racine, WI � St. Spyridon Church- Sheboygan, WI
Diocese of Boston: St. Nicholas Church- Enfield, CT � St. Athanasius- Arlington, MA
� St. John The Baptist- Boston, MA � Holy Trinity Church- Fitchburg, MA � St. George
Church- Centerville/Hyan, MA � Assumption Church- Ipswich, MA � SS. Constantine
& Helen- Andover, MA � Transfiguration of Our Saviour Church- Lowell, MA � St.
George Church- Lynn, MA � SS. Anargyroi Church- Malboro, MA � Annunciation
Church- Newburyport, MA � St. George Church- Pittsfield, MA � St. George Cathedral-
Springfield, MA � Annunciation Church- Woburn, MA � St. Luke Church- East
Longmeadow, MA � St. Gregory the Theologian Church- Mansfield, MA � St. Demetrios
Church- Biddeford, ME � Holy Trinity Church- Lewiston, ME � Holy Trintiy Church-
Concord, NH � Annunciation Church- Dover, NH � St. George Church- Keene, NH �

Taxiarchai Church- Laconia, NH � St. Nicholas Church- Manchester, NH � Assumption
Church- Somersworth, NH � Assumption Church- Pawtucket, RI
Diocese of San Francisco: Holy Transfiguration Church- Anchorage, AK � Assumption
Church- Scottsdale, AZ � St. Haralambos Church- Peoria, AZ � St. John the Baptist-
Anaheim, CA � Holy Cross Church- Belmont, CA � St. Demetrios Church- Concord,
CA � Saint Sophia Cathedral- Los Angeles, CA � Annunciation Church- Modesto, CA
� St. Nicholas Church- Northridge, CA � St. Katherine Church- Redondo Beach, CA �
St. John The Baptist- Salinas, CA � St. Barbara Church- Santa Barbara, CA � Prophet
Elias Church- San Bernardino, CA � St. Spyridon Church- San Diego, CA � Annunciation
Cathedral- San Francisco, CA � Holy Trinity- San Francisco, CA � St. Nicholas Church-

San Jose, CA � St. Basil Church- Stockton,
CA � SS. Constantine & Helen- Vallejo,
CA � Nativity of Christ Church- Ignacio,
CA � St. Paul Church- Irvine, CA � St.
Constantine & Helen- Cardiff-By-The-Sea,
CA � St. George Church- Downey, CA �
St. George Church- Palm Desert, CA �
St. Katherine Church- Elk Grove, CA � St.
Gregory of Nyssa Church- El Cajon, CA �
SS. Constantine & Helen- Honolulu, HI �
Holy Trinity Church- Portland, OR � St.
George Church- Eugene, OR � Saint
Sophia Church- Bellingham, WA �
Assumption Church- Seattle, WA  � St.
Demetrios Church- Seattle, WA � Holy
Trinity Church- Spokane, WA
Diocese of Atlanta: Holy Cross/SS.
Constantine & Helen- Huntsville, AL �
Annunciation Church- Mobile, AL �
Annunciation Church- Montgomery, AL �
St. Demetrios Church- Daytona Beach, FL
� St. John the Divine- Jacksonville, FL �
Saint Sophia Cathedral- Miami, FL � St.
Stefanos Church- St. Petersburg, FL �

Holy Mother of God- Tallahasse, FL � St. John The Baptist- Tampa, FL � St. Nicholas
Cathedral- Tarpon Springs, FL � St. Catherine Church- West Palm, FL � SS. Markella
& Demetrios- Ft. Walton Beach, FL � St. John The Theologian- Panama City, FL � St.
George Church- Hollywood, FL � St. Elizabeth Church- Gainesville, FL � St. Andrew
Church- Miami, FL � Annunciation Church- Ft. Myers, FL � St. George Church- New
Port Richey, FL � Holy Trinity Chapel- St. Augustine, FL � St. Sophia Church- Winter
Haven, FL � Holy Trinity Church- Port Charlotte, FL � Holy Trinity Church- Augusta,
GA � Holy Cross- Macon, GA � Holy Transfiguration Church- Marietta, GA � SS.
Constantine & Helen- Monroe, LA � Holy Trinity Chapel- Biloxi, MS � Holy Trinity
Church- Asheville, NC � Dormition of the Theotokos Church- Greensboro, NC � St.
George Church- High Point, NC � Holy Trinity Church- Raleigh, NC � Annunciation
Church- Winston-Salem, NC � Holy Trinity Church- Columbia, SC � Transfiguration
Church-Florence, SC � St. George Church- Greenville, SC � St. John The Baptist-
Myrtle Beach, SC � St. George Church- Knoxville, TN
Diocese of Pittsburgh: Annunciation Church- Akron, OH � St. Demetrios Church-
Rocky River, OH � St. Demetrios Church- Warren, OH � Kimisis Tis Theotokou-
Aliquippa, PA � Holy Trinity Church- Ambridge, PA � St. Nicholas Church- Bethlehem,
PA � All Saints Church- Canonsburg, PA � Presentation of Christ Church- East
Pittsburgh, PA � St. Mary�s Church- Johnstown, PA � Holy Trinity Cathedral- Camp
Hill, PA � Annunciation Church- Lancaster, PA � Annunciation Church- McKeesport/
Whit, PA � St. Spyridon Church- Monessen, PA � Dormition of the Theotokos-
Oakmont, PA � Holy Trinity Church- Pittsburgh, PA � SS. Constantine & Helen-
Reading, PA � St. Matthew Church- Reading, PA � Annunciation Church- Scranton,
PA � Holy Cross Church- Stroudsburg, PA � St. John Church- Charleston, WV � St.
Spyridon Church- Clarksburg, WV � St. George Church- Huntington, WV � Assumption
Church- Morgantown, WV � St. John The Divine- Wheeling, WV �
Diocese of Detroit: Annunciation Church- Little Rock, AR � Holy Trinity Church-
Indianapolis, IN � Panagia Pantovasilissa- Lexington, KY � Assumption Church-
Louisville, KY � St. Nicholas Church- Ann Arbor, MI � Annunciation and Agia
Paraskevi Church- Benton, MI � St. George Church- Bloomfield Hills, MI �
Annunciation Cathedral- Detroit, MI � Assumption Church- St. Clair Shores, MI �
St. Nicholas Church- Troy, MI � Holy Cross Church- Farmington Hills, MI �
Assumption Church- Flint, MI � Holy Trinity Church- Grand Rapids, MI �
Annunciation Church- Kalamazoo, MI � Holy Trinity Church- Lansing, MI � St. George
Church- Southgate, MI � Annunciation Church- Muskegon, MI � St. Demetrios
Church- Saginaw, MI � St. George Church- Sault St. Marie, MI � Nativity Of The
Virgin Mary Church- Plymouth, MI � St. John Church- Sterling Heights, MI � Greek
Orthodox Church- Rochester, NY � Annunciation Church- Buffalo, NY � St. Vasilios
Church- Watertown, NY � St. Nicholas Church- Jamestown, NY � Saint Sophia
Church- Syracuse, NY � St. Athanasios Church- Elmira, NY � Annunciation Church-
Vestal, NY � St. Catherine Church- Ithaca, NY � Holy Trinity- St. Nicholas Church-
Cincinnati, OH � Annunciation Church- Dayton, OH � SS. Constantine & Helen-
Middletown, OH � Holy Trinity Cathedral- Toledo, OH � Annunciation Church-
Chattanooga, TN � Holy Trinity Church- Nashville, TN
Diocese of Denver: Assumption Cathedral- Denver, CO � St. Nicholas Church- Grand
Junction, CO � St. John The Baptist- Pueblo, CO � SS. Peter & Paul Church- Boulder,
CO � Saint Catherine Church- Greenwood, CO � St. John The Baptist- Craig, CO �
SS. Constantine & Helen- Boise, ID � Assumption Church- Pocatello, ID � St. George
Church- Shreveport, LA � SS. Constantine & Helen- Great Falls, MT � Annunciation
Church- Missoula, MT � Assumption- Bayard, NE � St. John The Baptist- Omaha, NE
� Holy Trinity- Tulsa, OK � St. John The Prodromos- Amarillo, TX � St. Nicholas
Church- Corpus Christi, TX � Holy Trinity- Dallas, TX � St. Demetrios Church- Fort
Worth, TX � Annunciation Cathedral- Houston, TX � St. George Church- Port Arthur,
TX � Assumption Church- San Angelo, TX � Saint Sophia Church- San Antonio, TX �
St. Nicholas Church- Waco, TX � St. Andrew Church- Lubbock, TX � St. John The
Baptist- Euless, TX � St. Nicholas Church- El Paso, TX � Transfiguration Church- Austin,
TX � St. John The Theologian- Webster, TX � Transfiguration Church- Ogden, UT �
Assumption Church- Price, UT � SS. Constantine & Helen- Cheyenne, WY


