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Christos Anesti !

See CLERGY-LAITY on page 5

Plans for the forthcoming 34th Clergy
Laity Congress set for July 4-9 in Orlando,
Fla.,  are �progressing wonderfully,� accord-
ing to the Very Rev. Gabriel Karambis, the
congress coordinator.

Some 3,000 delegates, observers and
guests from the 450 parishes of the Arch-
diocese are expected to attend.

Clergy-Laity Congress
Includes Strong Emphasis
on Religious Education

By Jim Golding

Following the general theme of �One
Faith, One Family, One Future: Together to
the New Millennium,� considerable atten-
tion will be given to religious education in
the form of 15 workshops spread over a
three-day period.

�The religious education program for
the congress was developed at the request
of Archbishop Spyridon to provide partici-
pants the opportunity to understand the
theological, ecclesiastical and societal com-
ponents of numerous issues facing the
Greek Orthodox Church in America,� said
Fr. Frank Marangos, director of the Arch-
diocese Department of Religious Education.

Strong emphasis will be placed on reli-
gious education at this congress.

�All too often,� continued Fr. Frank,
�discussions concerning societal issues ne-
glect to examine the theological and eccle-
siastical components of the problem. As
such, our solutions are frequently based on
administrative initiatives and defined by
humanistic ideals.�

Fr. Marangos went on to explain that this
will take the form of 15 workshops on three
�strategic, catechetical portfolios� correspond-
ing to the congress theme: Faith - liturgical;
Family - ecclesiological; and Future - praxis.

These workshops will address the fol-
lowing topics: The spirituality of the
Pentecostarion, Understanding the Sacra-
ment of Marriage, Liturgical participation and
its implications for faith development, Re-
newing the local parish, The marriage life
cycle, Orthodox spirituality, An examination
of Orthodox ecclesiology, The eternal mes-
sage of Orthodoxy, The future role of Or-

This issue contains the 1996 Consoli-
dated Statement of Financial Position for the
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America.
This report is shared at the Biennial Clergy
Laity Congresses.  However, His Eminence
Archbishop Spyridon felt that it was impor-
tant to print this statement in the Orthodox
Observer, the largest Orthodox English Lan-
guage publication in the world.

This report presents the financial position
of the Archdiocese  for the year ended 1996.
Effective January 1, 1996, the Archdiocese and
certain consolidated entities adopted the State-
ment of Financial Accounting Standards
(�SFAS�) No. 124, �Accounting for Certain In-
vestments Held by Not-for-Profit Organiza-
tions.�    This is the first  report as such.  The
1997 financial report has not been completed
as of this printing, however, it too will be avail-
able through  this newspaper.
(Report located on pages  11-12 & 17-18 )

1996 Consolidated
Financial Statement

Constantine Karaman-
lis, Greece�s pre-eminent
political leader of the post-
World War II era, who is
credited with restoring de-
mocracy in 1974 after the
fall of the military junta,
died April 23 at age 91 of
natural causes.

Karamanlis served as
the country�s prime minis-
ter twice � from October

Metropolitan Christodoulos of Dimi-
triados was elected as the new Archbishop
of Athens and All Greece on April 28 by the
Church�s Holy Synod. He succeeds Arch-
bishop Seraphim who died April 10.

The new Archbishop was elected after
three rounds of voting over a period of seven
hours at the Cathedral of Athens, winning by
a huge margin of 49 votes to 20 for runner-
up Metropolitan Ieronymos of Thebes. There
were 10 candidates going into the first round.

Synod of Greece
Elects Christodoulos

Greece�s Education and Religion Min-
ister, Gerasimos Arsenis, attended the pro-
ceedings.

Upon receiving news of the election
results, Archbishop Spyridon issued the fol-
lowing statement:

�On behalf of all Greek Orthodox Chris-
tians of the Archdiocese of America, I ex-
press my joy and thanksgiving to God for
the election of the new Archbishop of Ath-
ens and All Greece. I know Metropolitan
Christodoulos to be a dynamic, devout and
inspired religious leader who will serve the
faithful of our beloved Greece with dignity
and honor. I look forward to a close per-
sonal relationship with the new Archbishop,
and assure him of the prayers and heartfelt

See CHRISTODOULOS on page 2

Constantine Karamanlis Dies

1955 to November 1963, and again from
July 1974 to May 1980. He also served
two terms as president of Greece.

He was born in the vil-
lage of Proti in the prefecture
of Serres in northern Greece
on Feb. 23, 1907, the son of
a school teacher and tobacco
farmer. He studied law and
worked as a lawyer in Serres,
then entered politics in 1935
when he was elected  to Par-
liament. He was re-elected in
1936.

Karamanlis withdrew
from politics during the dictatorship of
Metaxas and the subsequent German oc-

See KARAMANLIS on page 3

Metropolitan Paisios Enthroned
The process set in motion April 7 with

a patriarchal and synodical letter accepting
the former church of St. Irene
Chrysovalantou as a monastery under the
Ecumenical Patriarchate and healing a de-
cades-long rift between two bodies of Greek
Orthodox Christians came to fruition on May
3 with the enthronement of Metropolitan
Paisios Loulourgas as its first abbot.

By Jim Golding

Hundreds of faithful, both former Old
and New Calendar Greek Orthodox filled
the small nave of the church and hundreds
more overflowed onto 23rd Avenue in Astoria
in front of the church late in the afternoon
to witness this historic moment of Ortho-
doxy in America.

About 50 clergymen lined both sides
of the street as a brass band played several
Greek marches and the Star Spangled Ban-
ner prior to the official procession into the
church by Archbishop Spyridon. Greek and
American flags and pennants flew over the
church and were strung on utility poles as
the festiveness of the setting inspired the
jubilant crowd.

Upon his arrival at 5:30 p.m., Arch-

bishop Spyridon led the procession into the
church, which included Bishop Vikentios
Malamatenios who, along with Paisios, was
accepted and re-ordained by the Patriarch-
ate, and elected Bishop of Apamia; the Most
Rev. Metropolitan Joseph, head of the Bul-
garian Eastern Orthodox Church, Metropoli-
tan Silas of Sarantaeklesion (formerly Bishop
of New Jersey), the Very Rev. George
Passias, chancellor, and other Orthodox rep-
resentatives.

As the choir sang �Christos Anesti,�
they entered the church to sounds of ap-
plause by the congregation, which reached
a crescendo with loud cheers and screams
of �Axios!� as Archbishop Spyridon walked
down the center aisle.

TV crews and print media reporters
from both Greek and American news orga-
nizations crowded onto part of the small
solea in front of the icon of St. Irene
Chrysovalantou as His Eminence took his
place on the Bishop�s throne.

A Vespers service followed, presided
over by Archbishop Spyridon of American
and Exarch of the Ecumenical Patriarch, as-
sisted by the Very Rev. Evangelos Kourounis,
the New Jersey Diocese chancellor, and
other clergy.

At its conclusion, Metropolitan Paisios
was escorted into the church for the en-
thronement ceremony conducted by Arch-
bishop Spyridon. Metropolitan Vikentios
read a lengthy statement in Greek and, when
he mentioned His Eminence�s name, the
congregation again broke into sustained exu-
berant applause and shouted �Axios!�

Paisios kneeled in front of the Arch-
bishop who presided over the ceremony for
the new abbot and bestowed the vestments
symbolizing the authority of the bishop �
the epitrahelion and omophorion. His Emi-
nence personally escorted Paisios to the
throne and presented him with the bishop�s
staff to shepherd his flock.

Both hierarchs then addressed the con-
gregation in Greek. Other speakers included

See ENTHRONED on page 2

METROPOLITAN PAISIOS reads enthronement speech at his May 3 installation as abbot
of St. Irene Chrysovalantou Monastery in Astoria.   (GANP- M.Toliou photo)
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ST. AUGUSTINE, Fla. � The odyssean
journey across the Atlantic Ocean came to
an end on June 26, 1768, when Scottish Dr.
Andrew Turnbull�s eight ships, carrying 400
Greeks, 900 Minorcans and a few dozen
Corsicans and Italians, landed in St. Augus-
tine for food supplies and other provisions
for the ill-fated New Smyrna Colony in
Florida.

This 230th anniversary of this historic
landing is to be commemorated on June 27-
28 at the St. Photios Greek Orthodox Na-
tional Shrine, located on America�s oldest
street, 41 Saint George St. in our nation�s
oldest city.

The St. Photios National Shrine (origi-
nally the Avero House built in 1749) was
purchased by the Greek Orthodox Archdio-
cese of America in 1966. Upon being fully
restored, the Shrine was dedicated Feb. 27,
1982.

The Greeks were from Smyrna (Asia
Minor), Mani (Peloponessos), the islands of
Santorini and Crete.

Since Greece was under Ottoman oc-
cupation, the Ottomans did not allow a
Greek Orthodox priest to accompany them.
The British allowed a Roman Catholic priest,
Fr. Pedro Camps, from the Mediterranean
island of Minorca to accompany the
Minorcans.

Dr. Patricia Griffin of the St. Augustine
Historical Society notes in her article �A Jour-
ney to Minorca� that Fr. Camps �only kept
baptismal records in New Smyrna and St.
Augustine.� A copy of this baptismal regis-
ter in Spanish, dating back to Aug. 25, 1768,
was presented to Bishop John of Amorion
of the St. Photios National Shrine by Bishop
John Snyder of the Catholic Diocese of St.
Augustine in March 1994.

With the demise of the New Smyrna
Colony in the fall of 1777, the remaining
300 Minorcans and 95 Greeks received their
freedom from the British authorities and
walked back to St. Augustine. The British
governor, Patrick Tonyn, gave the surviving
colonists the Avero House at 41 St. George
Street for fellowship and worship.

Upon the arrival of Fr. Camps, he began
conducting divine services at the Avero
House in Latin and preaching in Spanish.
Since the Greeks understood neither, they
would gather at the Avero House at different
times to conduct Greek Orthodox prayer ser-
vices without benefit of clergy. Thus, the St.
Photios National Shrine is the oldest existing

Greek Landing Day Anniversary Observance Planned
edifice where Orthodox Christians gathered
for prayer in the New World.

The Greek Landing Day anniversary will
begin Saturday, June 27, with the official
opening ceremony at noon in the Shrine�s
Constantine Sisters Courtyard. A memorial
service will be conducted by Bishop John of
Amorion, Shrine president, and the Very Rev.
Dimitrios Couchell, Shrine executive direc-
tor. Mayor Len Weeks of St. Augustine will
offer greetings and read a proclamation.

Following the service, various Greek
folk dance groups in authentic costumes will
perform. Greek food and pastries will be
available at the Shrine Courtyard on Satur-
day, 11a.m. to 4 p.m. and on Sunday, June
28, 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. The folk dancers will
also be featured on  Sunday afternoon. Mrs.
Olga Skordinski, president of St. Barbara�s
Philoptochos Society of Daytona�s St.
Demetrios Church serves as Greek food and
pastries chairwoman and James Stremanos,
Shrine church supplies manager, is Greek
Landing Day Festival coordinator.

A Vespers service commemorating this
celebration will be held at the St. Photios
Shrine Chapel on Saturday, June 27th at 5
p.m. and an Archieratical Liturgy will take
place Sunday, 10:30 a.m., celebrated by
Bishop John of Amorion and the Very Rev.
Dimitrios Couchell.

wishes of the Holy Eparchial Synod, the de-
vout clergy and the faithful of the Greek
Orthodox Archdiocese of America. AXIOS!�

His Eminence also sent the newly
elected Archbishop a telegram expressing
joy and congratulations on his election.

Archbishop Christodoulos, age 59, the
youngest man ever elected to head the
Church of Greece,  had served as Metro-
politan of Dimitriados since 1974. The ju-
risdiction includes the cities of Volos and
Almyros in the prefecture of Magnesia.

Born Christodoulos Paraskevaidis in
1939 in the northeastern city of Xanthi, he
is considered one of the Church�s most edu-
cated hierarchs. Studying at the University
of Athens, Christodoulos earned a Ph.D. in
theology and a law degree. He also is fluent
in five languages - English, French, Italian,
German and Russian.

He was ordained a deacon in 1964 and
a priest one year later. His first assignment
was as pastor of Dormition of the Virgin
Church in the Phaleron section of Athens.
From there, Christodoulos was selected as
chief secretary of the Holy Synod, where he
served for seven years. His election to the
rank of metropolitan came in 1974, at the
minimum required age of 35.

In recent years, he also served as a lec-
turer in canon law at Thessaloniki�s Aristotle
University.

As Metropolitan, he was recognized for
his work with young people and his outreach
to the scientific world, workers, families and
the poor. He adopted and implemented a
wide-ranging program to combat unemploy-
ment, drug abuse and the spread of AIDS.
He also was responsible for opening the
Church�s radio and television station and has
often appeared on television to discuss
ecclesiastical matters.

The newly elected Archbishop Christo-
doulos said the Ecumenical Patriarchate will
be the first visit he will make to another
Orthodox Church. His enthronment will
take place on Saturday, May 9.

Upon learning of Christodoulos� election,
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew sent a con-
gratulatory telegram stating: �The Mother
Church and I personally congratulate Your
Beatitude on Your worthy election as head of
the friendly sister Holy Church of Greece.�

After his election, Christodoulos
thanked the assembled clerics, the 76 Met-
ropolitans of the Holy Synod, for entrusting
the church �to those that are younger,� and
promised to bring about �modernization,
renewal and meritocracy.� He continued, �I
want to assure you that we will make the
necessary openings to our people.�

�compiled by Jim Golding

Synod Elects Christodoulos

Metropolitan Ioakeim of Chalcedon recently traveled to New York to attend the funeral
of Alexander Papamarkou, a benefactor and Archon of the Ecumenical Patriarchate,
who died suddenly of a heart attack on April 23. He also took time to visit the Stavropegiac
Monastery of St. Irene Chrysovalantou in Astoria, where he met with Metropolitan Paisios
and Bishop Vikentios.           (D. Panagos photo)

New archdeacon
Archbishop Spyridon recently elevated his deacon, Elias Villis, to Archdeacon rank in a
ceremony at St. Paul�s Cathedral in Hempstead, N.Y. Holding the service book is the Very
Rev. George Passias, Archdiocese chancellor.            (D. Panagos photo)

State Assemblyman Dennis Butler, who read
a citation from the New York State Legisla-
ture, and the European Affairs director of
Gov. Pataki�s office who read a message
from the governor.

Following the enthronement, a recep-
tion took place at a hotel near LaGuardia
Airport. In impromptu comments to the sev-
eral hundred at the gathering, Archbishop
Spyridon observed that �today we won as a
Church and as Christians.�  He also noted
that St. Irene Chrysovalantou will present a
witness of monasticism to an Orthodox
community searching for spirituality.

He concluded, �We only progress with
love and unity and community.�

Paisios� brother, James Loulourgas, told
the audience about his brother�s inclination
toward the priesthood beginning at age three
and his exceptional spirituality as he was
growing up.

Paisios Enthroned
from page 1
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DETROIT � Archbishop Spyridon
made his first extended pastoral visit to the
Diocese on April 3-6. Accompanied by seven
Archdiocesan staff clergy, there was an op-
portunity for the Archbishop and the clergy
to individually celebrate the Akathist Hymn,
Friday, April 4 and the  Divine Liturgy, Sun-
day, April 5, at several churches in the
Greater Detroit area.

Archbishop Spyridon celebrated the
Akathist Hymn on Friday evening at the An-
nunciation Cathedral in Detroit, assisted by
the Rev. Athanas G. George; on Saturday
morning, April 4th, he celebrated the Divine
Liturgy and ordained Deacon Stavros Ballas
to the Priesthood at St. George Church,
Southgate, Mich., assisted by the Rev.
Philemon N. Karamanos; and on Sunday
morning, His Eminence celebrated the
Archieratical Liturgy at the Assumption
Church, St. Clair Shores, assisted by the Rev.
Demetrios S. Kavadas and the Rev. Constan-
tine E. Makrinos, and  officially opened the
Clergy-Laity and Philoptochos Conference of
the Diocese of Detroit.

At a luncheon following the ordination
of Father Ballas, who has been assigned to
St. George Church as assistant priest, the
parish presented to His Eminence Archbishop
Spyridon a check for $50,000 for the Holy
Cross Theological Scholarship Fund for the
Priesthood.

That afternoon, His Eminence traveled
to Ann Arbor, and met with the Rev. John
H. Paul and members of the parish at St.
Nicholas Church,  and then participated in
a Diocesan Lenten GOYAL Retreat on the
campus of the University of Michigan.  His
Eminence offered a spiritual message on
almsgiving and fasting, followed by  a lively

Archbishop Makes Detroit Diocese Pastoral Visit

and informative two hour dialogue with the
young adults which concluded with a dona-
tion from the group for the  Holy Cross
Scholarship Fund. Later that evening, His
Eminence addressed the opening session of
the Diocese Philoptochos Conference at the
Assumption Church in St. Clair Shores.

Sunday evening, His Eminence offered
the keynote address at the official opening
of the Clergy-Laity Conference which was
followed by  presentations by the Archdio-
cese staff, including the Very Rev. George
Passias, chancellor; the Rev. Marc Arey, di-
rector of Communications; the  V. Rev. J.
Gabriel Karambis, director of Stewardship;
the Rev. Anastasios Bourantas, director of
Youth Ministries; the Rev. Dr. Frank

Marangos, director of Religious Education;
George Chelpon, Finance and Theo
Nicolakis, director of the Internet Ministries.

The Rev. Dr. Charles Joanides remained
to conduct the first of a series of national
diocesan inter-faith focus groups and work-
shops. Also accompanying the Archbishop
were the Very Rev. John Heropoulos, Di-
rector of the Office of the Archbishop and
Deacon Elias Villis.

The conference, attended by some 200
delegates, concluded  with elections of del-
egates for the Diocesan and Archdiocesan
Councils.

Monday morning, His Eminence met and
dialogued with the diocese priests before re-
turning to the Archdiocese in New York.

Public Schedule
of Archbishop Spyridon

May 3 � Installation of His Excel-
lency Metropolitan Paisios of Tyana as
Abbot of the Monastery of St. Irene
Chrysovalantou, Astoria, N.Y.

May 6 � Testimonial  Banquet hon-
oring Metropolitan Nicholas of Amissos
on the 15th anniversary of his episcopacy
and recent elevation to Metropolitan
rank; American Carpatho-Russian Ortho-
dox Greek Catholic Diocese in the USA,
Johnstown, Pa.

May 8 � Archdiocese - Delegation
of Greek government  officials and mem-
bers of Parliament.

May 9 � South Jersey Chapters of
New Jersey Diocese Philoptochos Ben-
efit for St.Basil Academy, Edison, N.J.

Church nameday
Archbishop Spyridon officiates at the Artoklasia blessing during Vespers for the Feast
Day of St. George at St. George Church in Manhattan on April 22.       (D. Panagos photo)

cupation. He was again elected to Parliament
in 1946 and also served in several ministe-
rial posts, including the ministries of  Trans-
port, Social Welfare, Labor, National De-
fense and Public Works.

King Paul appointed Karamanlis as
prime minister in 1955 and served until the
defeat of his party in 1963 by the Center
Union party of George Papandreou. He went
to Paris where he lived as a private citizen
for 11 years.

Returning in 1974 after the collapse of
the dictatorship, Karamanlis instituted many
reforms, legalized the Greek communist
party, restored citizenship to thousands of
political refugees and initiated a rapproche-
ment with most of the Balkan states. He vis-
ited all the countries of the Eastern bloc, in-
cluding the former Soviet Union, and made
similar openings to China and the Arab
world.

Karamanlis� most significant achieve-
ment is considered the accession of Greece
in the European Economic Community in
May 1979, and the country�s re-accession
into NATO in October 1980. He retired from
public life in 1995.

Upon his passing, Archbishop Spyridon
issued the following statement:

�An inspired leader and influential
statesman in the political life of Greece,
Constantinos Karamanlis put his own stamp
on major developments in Greece for de-
cades.  The Greek American community in
the United States mourns his passing and
recognizes the extent of his personal influ-
ence and contributions to a whole series of
developments that reshaped and consoli-
dated the democratic principles and the in-
ternational status of the country. His com-
mitment to Hellenic issues and his political
testament will endure in the consciousness
and ever-expanding heritage of Hellenism.�

In a message to the Greek state, Ecu-
menical Patriarch Bartholomew described
Karamanlis as �a great politician whose
many years of work had been of multiple
benefit to Greece.�

Other messages of condolence came
from leaders throughout the world.

Karamanlis Dies
from page 1

Correction
A listing on page 28 of the

Observer�s April 5 issue, where the
Archdiocese extended its appreciation
to churches that met their 1997 Total
Commitment obligations, should have
read Sts. Constantine and Helen
Church, Middletown, Ohio, not New
York. We regret the error.

With YAL - Detroit Diocese Young Adult League members with Archbishop Spyridon during
His Eminence�s recent visit.            (D. Panagos photo)

Start each day of the Congress at 6:30 a.m. with a Power Walk at your
own pace around the scenic Marriott Resort. Power Walks will begin with
a short devotional and are designed for fun, fitness and serenity of mind!

Complimentary shirts will be provided with advance registrations!
DAILY THEMES

Monday- �Pace Yourself with the Word of God�
Father Alexander Veronis

Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church-Lancaster, Pennsylvania
Tuesday- �Know that the Lord walks with you�

Father Dean Gigicos
Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church-Orlando, Florida

Wednesday- �Walk with the Armor of God�
Father Paul Costopoulos

Holy Trinity-Holy Cross Greek Orthodox Church-Birmingham, Alabama
Thursday- �Walk in the Footsteps of the Lord�

Father Stratton Dorozenski
Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church-Dayton, Ohio

Power Walk Registration - By June 1st! - No Fee for Power Walks

Kindly respond to: Clergy-Laity Power Walks
Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church of Greater Orlando
1217 Trinity Woods Lane-Maitland, Florida 32751-3159

Phone: (407) 331-4687 Fax: (407) 331-4898
E-mail: holytrinity@orlandogoc.org

Name _____________________________________ Tee-Shirt size_____

Address____________________________________________________

City_____________________________ State _________ Zip__________

Parish__________________Mon _____Tue_____Wed_____Thu_______

Phone ________________________E-mail ________________________

#

RISE AND SHINE...

34th Clergy-Laity Congress
Power Walks
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In the United States, the month of May
has been designated �Older Americans
Month� and it is  a �celebration of age.�  The
overall theme of this period this year is �shar-
ing hearts - caring communities� and how
appropriate it is that this month also marks
the 40th Anniversary of St. Michael�s Home.
Truly, it is at this Archdiocesan institution
that elderly Greek Orthodox are deeply
touched by the �sharing hearts� of so many
caring individuals and for 40 years this facil-
ity has been the recipient of the love and
concern of the �caring communities� of our
Archdiocese.

40 Years of Quality Care for the Elderly

By Very Rev. Andonios Paropoulos

It was May 25, 1958, when the late
Archbishop Michael opened the doors of this
only Archdiocesan institution serving the
needs of the elderly.  The facility was known
then as the �Spiti Tou Protoporou� - �Home
of the Pioneer� (the name of the Home was
changed in 1966 to honor its founder, Arch-
bishop Michael) since the first residents
were the pioneers of the Greek American
community in the United States,  those in-
dividuals responsible for establishing many
of the parishes and institutions of our Holy
Archdiocese.

St. Michael�s was the idea of Arch-
bishop Michael who saw the need for such
a facility to care for the first  wave of Greek
immigrants who had reached the �golden
years� of their lives.  His Eminence was as-

sisted in this endeavor by the Clergy
Syndesmos of the New York Metropolitan
area and a Certificate of Incorporation was
issued on January 25, 1957.  During the
same year, the first Board of Trustees was
formed, comprised of: Rev. John Poulos,
Rev. Demetrios Frangos, George Diamond,
Cleon Cosmetto, Rev. Christos
Papachristou, Rev. Philip Gialopsos, Rev.

George Papadeas, Rev. Neophytos Spyros,
Nicholas Stevason, Thomas Bartzos, Rev.
Demetrios Stephanopoulos, Theodore
Tsolainos, Costas Goulandris, Louis Dukas,
Katherine Poulos, Demi Vagelos, Penny
Chrisomales, Sophie Megdanes, Calliope
Sapounakis and Rev. James Aloupis.

On July 17, 1957, the trustees, at a cost
of $125,000, purchased a former B�nai Brith
nursing home and during the next 10
months the building was renovated to ac-
commodate the first Greek Orthodox resi-
dents.   This monumental undertaking was
wholeheartedly supported by the area
clergy,  parishes, Philoptochos chapters,
GOYA and societies but also by individual
members of the community and the Home
was blessed with its first Great Benefactors,
John Athanasiou, Barbara Cosmeto and
Efthalia Nicolaou, who made sizable gifts to
help underwrite the costs of opening the first
Greek Orthodox institution in the Americas
serving the needs of the elderly.

With the appropriate solemnity and
celebration the Home embarked upon its
sacred mission and the first applicants in-
cluded: Mary Saytanides (age 85), Vasilios
Katsigiannis (age 88), Peter Loutas (age 74),
Konstantinos Sakellarides (age 81), Nicho-
las Vassos (age 75), K. Kritas,  Victoria Bailos
(age 76),  Peter Cikourias (age 67), Sergios
Theodorou (age 71), George Naoume (age
81), George Rantou and Anagnosti Alexiades
(age 74).

From that time until now, St. Michael�s
has been a haven and home away from
home for countless men and women.

By the start of the �90�s, the building
was showing the wear and tear of so many
years of service.  Serious consideration was
given to moving the Home to another site
but it was decided to remain at its locale
because of its  proximity to the metropoli-
tan area and because of the ability to secure
Greek-speaking staff which was a priority
since most of the residents speak only
Greek. Therefore, it was decided to reno-
vate and expand the existing facility, a project
which was completed at a cost of over $4
million and which has transformed the build-
ing into a very pleasant and comfortable
environment.

Nestled in a quiet neighborhood 15
minutes from the heart of New York City,
the Home is truly one of the hidden trea-
sures of our Archdiocese.  At the present
time, there are 45 residents, 8 men and 37
women, ranging in age from 75 to 103 years
old (their average age is 88).While most are
from the metropolitan area (New York, New
Jersey and Connecticut), a growing number
of residents are from other areas of the
United States and recently individuals have
been admitted from Colorado, North Caro-
lina, Florida and Pennsylvania.

Within the confines of the Home, these
individuals enjoy the care and comfort they
so deserve in a Greek Orthodox environ-
ment.  The present facility encompasses:
private and semi-private bedrooms for up
to 55 residents; a magnificent chapel which
comfortably seats 60 people; a beautiful din-
ing hall with french doors leading onto a
veranda; a spacious recreation room; an airy
TV room; a modern medical facility; a fully
equipped beauty salon and other accommo-
dations needed for the quality care of the
elderly.

St. Michael�s is a New York State De-
partment of Social Services certified residen-
tial adult care facility and provides the eld-
erly with services above and beyond those
mandated by the State.

The Home is visited weekly by a geri-
atric specialist, an internist and a podiatrist;
and, a psychiatrist, an audiologist and op-
tometrist visit on a regular basis. A certified
nutritionist monthly reviews the diet of the
residents and arrangements have been made
with the appropriate providers to be able to
do blood tests, x-rays, EKG�s and other tests
within the facility. In addition, the Home
provides the elderly with services such as
housekeeping, laundry, meals and a well
balanced recreation program so that their
stay at the Home is enjoyable and  carefree.
Truly it is a unique facility!

For most of its history, the Home has
been self-sufficient, not receiving subsidies
from any outside agencies. To meet its ex-
penses, St. Michael�s has two sources of
income, the monthly boarding fees which
the residents are able to submit and the
donations we receive from parishes, the
Philoptochos, societies, estates and the
many individual friends of the Home.

In 1997, the annual operating budget
of St. Michael�s was approximately
$800,000. Of this amount, close to
$500,000 came from boarding fees while
over $300,000 was provided through the
generosity of  the greater Greek-American
community.  Without this magnanimous
support, the quality of life for the residents
would be greatly diminished.

Constantly looking to enhance its pro-
grams and always striving to meet the needs
of the Greek Orthodox faithful, the Home is
presently pursuing the possibility of expand-
ing the level of care it provides the elderly.
Its current certification from the State as an
�adult home� means that the Home cannot
accept or keep individuals who need chronic
nursing care and in 1997, 10 residents had
to be transferred to nursing homes. For this
reason,  St. Michael�s is seeking to either
expand the facility into a nursing home or
attain certification as an �assisted living fa-
cility� which would mean that the Home
could offer a higher level of care.

Without a doubt, St. Michael�s provides
an environment not found anywhere else.
This institution enables the elderly to live
out their golden years with dignity and self-
esteem. Always treated with love and re-
spect, they can maintain a degree of inde-
pendence in a safe surrounding where they
are provided with the assistance they may
need at this point in their lives. This is the
unique environment which St. Michael�s has
provided for almost four decades and with
the assistance of all Greek Orthodox com-
municants, the Home will celebrate many
more milestones in its history...a history of
offering quality care to the elderly which is
the fastest growing segment of the Ameri-
can population.

On the occasion of this auspicious cel-
ebration, please consider helping St.
Michael�s observe its 40th anniversary by
making a contribution to the Home at 3
Lehman Terrace, Yonkers, N.Y. 10705.

For more information about this
Archdiocesan institution or to obtain an ap-
plication for admission, please call the Home
at (914) 476-3374.

55 East 59th Street (17th floor) � New York, New York 10022

Tel: (212)753-1100 � E-mail: HOMERIC@aol.com

For reservations and information contact:

NATIONWIDE TOLL FREE: 1-800-223-5570

1 9 9 8  S U M M E R  S P E C I A L S

The Most Popular Air-Only Program To Athens from Homeric Tours Via American International Airways
INCREDIBLE SUMMER AIRFARES
QUALITY SERVICE � BOEING 747 � NON-STOP FLIGHTS � BEST PRICES

CALL NOW � LIMITED SPACE

*599 applies to returns from Athens on June 12 & 28 and
departures from New York on September 5 & 12 returnig by Sept.30,1998.

Add an additional $50 for returns between August 15 to September 15.

ONE WAY SPECIALS: $299 TO $419. CHILD�S FARE: $299-$369

BUSINESS CLASS UPGRADES: ONE-WAY: $125 ROUNDTRIP: $250

$

599
Child�s Fare: $549

$ *

649
Child�s Fare: $599

Up to 1 Month Stay

699
Child�s Fare: $599

More than 1 Month Stay

$
Selected Dates

ESCORTED BY Fr. Paropoulos, Archbishop Spyridon greets residents at St. Michael�s Home
for the Aged.          (D. Panagos photos)

40 Years of Quality Care for the Elderly

MAY 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 30, 31
JUN 01, 02, 03, 04, 05, 06, 07, 08, 09, 10,

11, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 27, 28
JUL 02, 04, 09, 10, 13, 18, 26, 30
AUG 01, 03, 07, 08, 15, 22, 27
SEP 05, 12

JUN 12, 21, 28
JUL 05, 11, 19, 27, 31
AUG 02, 08, 09, 13, 16, 21, 23, 26, 28
SEP 01, 06, 08, 09, 10, 11, 13, 14, 15,

16,17, 18, 21, 23, 24, 25, 28
OCT 01, 02, 05

Departure dates earlier than June 03, 1998 and return dates after September 13, 1998 and select depar-
tures between June 01-19 will be operated by other carriers.
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The Ladies Philoptochos Society plans
a highly productive four-day conclave that
runs concurrent to the Clergy-Laity Congress
of the Archdiocese.

According to information from Helen
Lavorata, director of the philanthropic
organization�s national office, a number of
workshops and presentations are planned
to address many contemporary issues of the
Church.

National Philoptochos Plans
34th Biennial Convention

By Jim Golding

Among these is a workshop on domes-
tic violence and includes teaching women and
clergy in the parishes how to deal with it.

Other workshops will focus on inter-
church marriages, child abuse prevention,
and AIDS.

The more than 500 delegates expected
to attend will also hear presentations on
various philanthropic activities supported by
Philoptochos, including the Hellenic Heart
Program, St. Basil Academy by the Very Rev.
Sylvester Berberis and the missions program
by the Very Rev. Dimitrios Couchell.

Also scheduled to speak are Metropoli-
tan Isaiah of the Denver Diocese, and a num-
ber of seminarians.

Ms. Lavorata also told the Observer that
the National Philoptochos will honor Arch-
bishop Spyridon and National President
Mimi Skandalakis for her four years of ser-
vice to the organization.

Plans also call for production of a video
to be shown at the convention that presents
the work of Philoptochos in a contempo-
rary setting, including its volunteer efforts
at soup kitchens and other activities.

The schedule will include a presenta-

tion on volunteerism by representatives of
the American Red Cross, and free bone mar-
row testing will be available for all delegates.

Many Philoptochos members at the na-
tional level and the Diocese of Atlanta are
involved in organizing the 34th  Philop-
tochos Biennial Convention, including the
following:

General Chairman Mimi Skandalakis;
Convention Chairman V. Pat Sourlis; Host
Committee Chairman Renee Gahagan and
Joyce Yarbrough; Advisors Maria Logus,
Froso Beys and Lily Katos; Legal Advisor
Yorka Linakis; Parliamentarian Carrie Mae
Blount; secretaries Elaine Kevgas, Esther
Mitchell and Martha Stefanidakis; Resolu-
tions, Mary Spirou and Dorothea Pro-
dromidis; Credentials, Helen Peterson,
Helen Malachias, Georgia Vlitas and Felicia
Papuchis; Legislation, Maria Logus and Mary
Spirou; Protocol, Kay Papageorge and Helen
Kocolatos Demos;

Treasurer�s Forum, Aphrodite Skeadas;
Public Relations, Presbytera Nikki
Stephanopoulos and Froso Beys; Conven-
tion Liaison, Helen Lavorata; Registration,
Myra Lyras and Nellie Logothetides; Con-
vention Manual, Elaine Kevgas and Esther
Mitchell; Album, Pauline Callas O�Neal and
Georgia Vlitas; Philoptochos in the 3rd Mil-
lennium, Pat Gogos, Chrysoula Tomaras,
Tula Gallanes, Stella Kaloyiannis, Pauline
Kotsilimbas; and Martha Stefanidakis.

Diocese exhibits: Atlanta, Renee
Gahagan; Boston, Bessie Papigiotis; Chi-
cago, Susan Regos; Denver, Billie Zumo;
Detroit, Despina Nicholas; Metropolitan,
Efthalia Katos; New Jersey, Aspasia Melis;
Pittsburgh, Georgia Antinopoulos; and San
Francisco, Loula Anaston.

thodox religious education, The inter-church
marriage challenge, The growth of monasti-
cism, Youth ministry, Environmentalism,
Church and society and Emerging technol-
ogy and the Church.

Several clergy and theologians will
speak at these workshops. Those who have
confirmed their participation, thus far, in-
clude Frs. Marangos, John Chryssavgis, of
Holy Cross School of Theology; George
Economou, of Assumption Church,
Pawtucket, R.I.; Nick Krommydas, of the
Boston Diocese; and Charles Joanides, of
the Interfaith Marriage program of the Arch-
diocese; and Mr. Theo Nikolakis of the Arch-
diocese Department of Internet Ministries.

In addition, time will be scheduled for
delegates to attend teaching seminars to
learn about programs and procedures for
stewardship, parish finances, legal matters
and other issues.

Spirituality will permeate every aspect
of the Congress beginning with the early
morning risers who will have the opportu-
nity to participate in daily power walks, each
with a theme, and which will be led by a
Greek Orthodox priest.

Monday�s walk will have the theme
�Pace yourself with the Word of God,� led
by Fr. Alexander Veronis of Lancaster, Pa.

Tuesday, Fr. Dean Gigicos of the host
Holy Trinity Church in Orlando will lead
walkers under the theme �Know that the
Lord walks with you.�

Wednesday, the theme will be �Walk

with the Armor of God,� led by Fr. Paul
Costopoulos of Birmingham, Ala., and
Thursday�s theme will be �Walk in the Foot-
steps of the Lord,� with Fr. Stratton
Dorozenski of Dayton, Ohio.

A youth rally will take place on Wednes-
day, July 8, that will include a doxology and
time with Archbishop Spyridon. The rally will
continue with a day trip to Sea World.

Other special events at the Congress
include a Fourth of July Doxology followed
by a reception, the Archieratical Divine Lit-
urgy on July 5, the opening Philoptochos
breakfast on July 6, and a grand banquet on
Thursday evening, July 9.

A commemorative album is being pro-
duced by the Archdiocese Office of Publi-
cations under the Rev. Philemon Sevasti-
ades, in cooperation with MILITOS Publica-
tions. The book will commemorate the 75
years of the Archdiocese.

The Clergy-Laity Album will have a lim-
ited run of 2,000 copies and will include
sponsors� names under the following cat-
egories and rates: Platinum Page Grand
Benefactors, $7,500 or more; Gold Page
Benefactors, $5,000; Silver Page Patron,
$2,500; Donor, $1,000; Supporter, $500;
Contributor, $250; and Friend, $100. Those
interested may contact Fr. Sevastiades at
(212) 774-0207.

According to Congress organizers,
there is still space available for exhibitors,
which are limited to vendors and church
ministries. For more information, contact Fr.
Karambis at the Archdiocese Office of Stew-
ardship Ministries, (212) 570-3537.

Clergy-Laity Congress 1998 in Orlando
Emphasis on Religious Education
from page 1

Annual YAL Conference Set for Orlando July 2-5

By Jim Golding

Some 1,500 young adults are expected
at the 16th annual Young Adult League Con-
ference at the Marriott World Resort in Or-
lando, July 2-5.

Highlights will include church services,
spiritual workshops, a forum with Arch-
bishop Spyridon and plenty of fellowship
activities.

A leadership training workshop, panel
discussions, late night �chats� and a �grand
gala� also will be held.

Workshops will reflect the theme: One
Faith, One Family and One Future Together.

Among the topics to be addressed will
be Tradition, monasticism, building a rela-
tionship with one�s spiritual father, marriage,
abortion, entertainment, the role of the
Internet in a Christian�s life, and others.

A run/walk will take place Saturday, July
4, to raise money for Hellenic College/Holy
Cross School of Theology. A minimum $20
donation is requested.

According to General Chairman George
Gigicos, preparations for the conference �are
coming right along. Everything is wonderful
and we�re looking forward to seeing every-
one in July.�

He added that one of the highlights will
be an �Everglades Esplanade� - a party in
the �swamp,� a room in the hotel trans-
formed into an Everglades motif complete
with �huts, creatures and crawlies.�

Conference registration before May 15
is $185 single, $350 per married couple;
before June 14, the cost is $215 single/$410
married couple; walk-in registration at the
conference is $265 single/$510 married
couple. There is no pre-registration after June
14.  Reservations can be made by calling 1
(800) 621-0638. Mention �Greek Orthodox

Archdiocese� when calling. Attendees must
be age 18 or older and a picture ID is man-
datory at registration.

Checks should be made payable and
mailed to: 16th Annual Archdiocesan Greek
Orthodox YAL Conference, Holy Trinity Greek
Orthodox Church of Greater Orlando, 1217
Trinity Woods Lane, Maitland, FL 32751-3159.

For more information, call: (407) 331-
4687, or e-mail: holytrinity@orlandogoc.org

Delta Air Lines will serve as the official
airline for the YAL Conference. For flight in-
formation or reservations, call: 1 (800) 241-
6760, 7:30 a.m.-11 p.m. Eastern Time.

CLERGY  UPDATE
Ordinations

Diaconate:
� Paul Keriotis, March 25, Annun-

ciation Church, New York, by Archbishop
Spyridon.

� John Katsoulis, April 12, St. Paul
Church, Hempstead, N.Y., by Arch-
bishop Spyridon.

Priesthood:
Dn. Stavros Ballas, April 4, St.

George Church, Southgate, Mich., by
Archbishop Spyridon.

Assignment

Rev. Presbyter Stavros Ballas, assis-
tant priest at St. George Church,
Southgate, Mich., April 1.

Please check which program you are interested in:
         Summer Travel Camp, Ages 12 to 15 � June 30-July 18
         Byzantine Venture, Ages 16 to 18 � July 26-August 13
�   (*) Optional Byzantine Venture Pilgrimage to the Patriarchate July 21-26
         Spiritual Odyssey, Young Adults, Ages 19 and above � July 12-27

Name: _________________________________________________
Address:________________________________________________
City, State, Zip:___________________________________________
Phone:_________________________________________________

For more information on Ionian Village send this form to:
IONIAN VILLAGE � 8 East 79th Street, New York, NY 10021

or call us at: (212) 570-3534

IONIAN VILLAGEIONIAN VILLAGE

F r i e n d s h i p s  a n d  M e m o r i e s  t h a t  l a s t  a  l i f e t i m e

New For 1998: Spiritual Odyssey and Byzantine Venture Pilgrimage to
the Patriarchate and Constantinople. The highlight of the Pilgrimage will be
an audience with His All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew.
* Note: The pilgrimage is optional for Byzantine Venture participants. Space
is limited, so register early!

Correction: Information was incorrect
in a report published in the April 20
issue, on the ordination to the Deaco-
nate of Paul Keriotis from Warren, OH
by His Eminence Archbishop Spyri-
don. The ordination took place in New
York, on March 25.
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READ AND SPEAK GREEK

 We accept VISA, MASTERCARD, AMERICAN EXPRESS, DISCOVER, CHECKS & MONEY ORDERS
Card # ____________________________ Expiration Date: _____/______
SEND TO: (Please put street and number.  We ship UPS)   q  Check Box free catalog
Name: ________________________________  Phone: _______________
Address:_____________________________________________________
City ___________________________ State________ Zip ______________
Your E-mail: ___________________________

GREEK LANGUAGE LESSONS IN ONE CDROM

by George Balanis PhD, MBA
and Toula Balanis AA � AnoTek, Inc.

WRITE TO: AnoTek  Tel: (310)450-5027   �  Fax: (310)450-0867
2349 Hill Street, Santa Monica, CA 90405 � Email: georgeb@anotek.com
Also avai lable in books i l lustrated with ful l  color pictures.

Details on Internet: http://www.anotek.com Þëéïò             öüñåìáÜëïãï                ðüëç

If you want to learn Greek quick and easy, our CDROM course is for you.  You will learn the Greek language
taught in Greek schools today.  Our course covers 6 years of school and teaches Reading, Vocabulary, Pro-
nunciation and Phonics, Grammar and Sentence Generation. You will learn the Structure of the Greek lan-
guage and how does it differ from English. Our new software version (Ver. 2.0) improves the previous version
and adds female voice, more grammar and more dialogs.  A new lower price makes it even more affordable.

� Read and Speak Greek CDROM Ver. 2.0 (Greek font included) $75.00

Beginner � Intermediate � Advanced

BALTIMORE, Maryland � The Board
of Directors of International Orthodox Chris-
tian Charities (IOCC) recently appointed
Constantine (Dean) Triantafilou as Executive
Director and Chief Executive Officer.

Mr. Triantafilou has worked with IOCC
since April 1993 when he first served as the
Assistant Country Representative in the
former Yugoslavia. He later was named
Country Representative overseeing pro-
grams worth more than $12 million, while
also serving as the regional coordinator for
IOCC�s programs in the Balkans.

Triantafilou will assume the new post
after serving as IOCC�s Interim Executive
Director since November 1997. Prior to
being named Interim Executive Director,
Triantafilou served as the Director of Pro-
grams.

Charles R. Ajalat, chairman of the board
of directors, stated that �his faithful com-
mitment to IOCC�s mission and experience
in shaping that vision will be valuable in our
efforts to continue to respond to those in
need throughout the world.�

Prior to joining IOCC, he worked on
welfare and development projects in Kenya

and Tanzania with the Archbishop of
Kenya and Irinoupolis.

IOCC Appoints
Triantafilou as CEO

(RNS) Jaroslav Pelikan, the world-re-
nowned Lutheran scholar whose career has
spanned more than 50 years, has converted
to Orthodox Christianity at age 74.

A spokesman for St. Vladimir�s Ortho-
dox Theological Seminary in Crestwood,
N.Y., told RNS that Pelikan �was received
into the Orthodox Church� at the seminary�s
chapel on March 25.

Pelikan, however, is keeping his deci-
sion low-profile and refused to be inter-
viewed on the subject.

Pelikan was ordained a minister by the
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod after
graduating from Concordia Seminary in
1946. He left that denomination in 1976,
when the church, badly wracked over doc-
trinal issues, especially the nature of Scrip-
ture, was taken over by theological conser-
vatives.

He later joined the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America (ELCA), but had shed his
ministerial duties. An ELCA official said
Pelikan attended Bethesda Lutheran Church
in New Haven, Conn., an ELCA congrega-
tion, until early this year.

Pelikan, who has authored more than
30 books on religion and culture in West-
ern civilization, is Sterling professor emeri-
tus of history at Yale University, where he
has taught since 1962. He is best known for
his magesterial �The Christian Tradition: A
History of the Development of Doctrine,�
as well as a book on Mary, �Mary Through
the Centuries,� and �Jesus Through the Cen-
turies.� He was an editor of the 22-volume
edition of the works of Martin Luther pub-
lished between 1955 and 1971.

In 1983, he was honored with the
Jefferson Award, the highest honor the U.S.
government gives to a scholar in the hu-
manities.

Pelikan, noted
Lutheran scholar,
converts to Orthodoxy

TIRANA.� Archbishop Anastasios of
Albania, together with 100 priests and dea-
cons, gathered recently for a national clergy
meeting at the Resurrection of Christ Theo-
logical Academy located at the Monastery
of St. Vlash, Durres. Due to instability in the
country, this was the first meeting in more
than two years for clergy from all four dio-
ceses around Albania to come together in a
pastoral setting with the Archbishop. The
gathering included 92 clergymen from the
new generation of priests and deacons who
have been ordained over the past six years,
together with several older priests ordained
before the Church closed in 1967, as well
as other missionary priests.

It was also the first time for many of
the clergy to see firsthand the new complex
of the St. Vlash Monastery and the Resur-
rection of Christ Theological Academy. Most
of the recently ordained clergy studied at
the seminary when it was still located in an
old, dilapidated workers camp on the beach
of Durres from 1992-1996.

When the Church reopened in 1991,
only 22 clergy had survived the communist
era, of which only five are still alive.

The Theological Academy is only one of
the hundreds of new buildings the Church
has erected over the past six years. Seventy
new churches have been built, 63 recon-
structed, and 100 repaired during these years.

The Archbishop mentioned other areas
of progress - in social and health outreach,
in the establishment of groups among the
children, youth, women and intellectuals in
most cities, and in educational and cateche-
tical ministry among all the various groups.

National Clergy Meeting
of the Church of Albania

CHICAGO.� The Rev. H. George
Anderson, presiding bishop of the Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), ac-
companied by a delegation of ELCA synod
bishops, officials and staff, visited the Ecu-
menical Patriarchate before continuing with
visits to Rome, London and Geneva.

�It was very heartening to recognize
how God�s power is at work in all these
churches, each of them doing their own
particular tasks in the immense mission that
God has before the whole world,� said the
presiding bishop. �I hope that we, as
Lutherans in this country, will keep them in
our prayers � the Orthodox Church, the
Roman Catholic Church and the Anglican
Church around the world.�

His All Holiness Patriarch Bartholomew
I addressed the group and recalled his visit
to the United States last year in celebration
of the 75th anniversary of the Greek Ortho-
dox Archdiocese of America.

�It was quite interesting and a little sur-
prising to discover that the Patriarch of
Constantinople � this ancient traditional
church � was excited about ecology,� said
Anderson. �He has sponsored several con-
ferences on environmental problems and is
planning to lead another conference next
year on a trip down the Danube� to see first-
hand how this river that once inspired
waltzes has become �the chief polluter of
the Black Sea.�

The delegation met with staff of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate�s Synodical Com-
mission on Inter-Christian Affairs. Metropoli-
tan Chrysostomos of Myra, announced sev-
eral plans to celebrate �The Millennium of
2000, with Christ and in Christ.� He said a
pan-Orthodox celebration will be held in
Bethlehem on Orthodox Christmas, Jan. 6,
2000; a conference on �The Creation of the
World, the Creation of Humanity: The Chal-
lenges and Problems of 2000 Years� will be
held Aug. 28-Sept. 2, 2000, in Istanbul;
Istanbul will also be the site of a special cel-
ebration of St. Andrew�s Day on November
30, 2000; and a �jubilee day� celebration
on Aug. 6, 2000, Transfiguration Day in the
Orthodox tradition, with participation by the
Roman Catholic Church.

Lutheran Leaders
visit Ecumenical
Patriarchate ISTANBUL.� Millions of Orthodox

Christians across the world roasted lamb,
dyed eggs, and prayed for an end to hard-
ship during this year�s Orthodox Easter cel-
ebrations.

Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew in
his Easter celebration address led the Agapi
(Love) service on Easter Sunday, during
which the Gospel according to John was read
in 12 languages, while the Greek Orthodox
communities celebrated Easter in 10
churches at the banks of the Bosporus.

Ambassadors and consuls from Chris-
tian nations, representatives of other Chris-
tian denominations, Greek dignitaries and
leaders of the local society attended the res-
urrection service midnight Saturday and
Sunday�s Agapi service at the Patriarchate.

In his message, His All Holiness stressed
the need for global joy, and said that the res-
urrection of the Lord, the paramount festiv-
ity of the Orthodox Church, is the revelation
and triumph of the love of God.

�Many are those who are not partici-
pating in this �global happiness�, and they
are not those who are not summoned, be-
cause all are summoned, but those who have
not learned to love. Love creates everything
and ultimately judges all. The resurrection
of the Lord, wherever it is celebrated, makes
hearts joyful, dismisses fears, puts an end
to lamentation and brings happiness,� the
Ecumenical Patriarch said.

�God rewards with love and punishes
with love. Love in principle creates every-
thing. And love ultimately judges all. The
resurrection of the Lord is the revelation and
the triumph of the love of God,� His All
Holiness added.

In Greece, hundreds of thousands of
people flocked to the countryside to roast
skewered lambs over open fires. Greeks
began the day by breaking traditional Easter
eggs dyed red, symbolizing the blood of
Christ. But celebrations were marred by
more than a dozen deaths in road traffic
accidents.

In Nicosia, Cyprus, thousands of Greek
Cypriots prayed for the end of the Turkish
occupation of the northern third of the island.

�On the day of Christ�s resurrection,
we pray for the resurrection of Cyprus and
the ending of our Calvary, the 24-year-long
Turkish occupation of part our country,�

300 million Orthodox Christians
worldwide mark Easter

Archbishop Chrysostomos, head of the
Cyprus Orthodox Church, said in a nation-
ally televised message.

At the end of the midnight service in
Nicosia, hundreds of people holding candles
marched to the U.N. checkpoint on the bor-
der between the Greek and Turkish sectors.
They joined a nightlong vigil by relatives of
1,609 Greek Cypriots missing since the 1974
invasion. Prayers were offered in hopes
loved ones would be found.

In Moscow, children braved a cold rain
to attend a festival outside the rebuilt Ca-
thedral of Christ the Savior. Costumed fig-
ures danced on stage while children raced
with brightly colored eggs balanced on
spoons.

In Romania, thousands of churchgoers,
clasping flickering candles, spilled into
streets across the country from churches
overflowing with worshipers at midnight
services.

�I wanted to be closer to God,� said a
woman, attending church in the central Ro-
manian city of Sibiu. �I wanted to take
strength from the church to help my not very
easy life.�

Since 1989, when communism was
toppled, there has been a resurgence in reli-
gion in Romania. About 90 percent of Roma-
nians formally adhere to the Orthodox Church.

But in Jerusalem, for the second year
in a row, Armenian and Syrian Orthodox
Christians came to blows inside one of the
world�s most famous churches �the
Church of the Holy Sepulchre. At least one
person was sent to hospital with a knife
wound, while others were carried out of the
church, their faces covered in blood, after
violent confrontations.

NEWFAX#: (212) 774-0239
ORTHODOX OBSERVER
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TOUR INCLUDES:
� Round trip non stop service New York City to Istanbul

� Five nights at the deluxe Conrad Hotel or Intercontinental Hotel
including service fees and taxes

� Private visits and tours in deluxe air-conditioned motor coaches with English speaking guides
and entrance fees. Visits will include Baloukli Monastery and the Sacred Spring of Zoodochos
Peghe, the Baloukli Home of the Aged, the Island of Halki and the Patriarchal School of
Theology, Agia Sophia, the Basilica Cistern, the Hippodrome, the Blue Mosque
and Topkapi Palace.

� Attending Ecclesiastical New Year Indiction Service
at the Ecumenical Patriarchate with Hierarchs from around the world

� Attending Sunday Divine Liturgy with His All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew
and His Eminence Archbishop Spyridon

� Meals included are six breakfasts, six lunches, five dinners, one snack (aircraft and land)

� Enjoy a private dinner with His All Holiness
hosted by Archbishop Spyridon and the Archons

� Assistance at the airport in Istanbul upon arrival and departure

� All transfers in deluxe air-conditioned motor coach
and in/out porterage for one piece of luggage

ARCHONS OF THE ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE
Order of St. Andrew the Apostle
ARCHBISHOP SPYRIDON

TO LEAD ARCHON PILGRIMAGE
TO THE ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE

AUGUST 27th  to SEPTEMBER 2nd

NYC � CONSTANTINOPLE � NYC
7 DAYS / 5 NIGHTS

$1995 Per Person, Double Occupancy

OPTIONAL SIDE TRIP TO GREECE ALSO AVAILABLE

ALL GREEK ORTHODOX
FAITHFUL ARE INVITED TO JOIN

Archbishop Spyridon will lead this exciting Archon pilgrimage to Constantinople
to demonstrate our love, devotion and fidelity to the Ecumenical Patriarchate. We will
participate in the Ecclesiastical New Year Indiction Service along with Hierarchs from
all over the world. Enjoy the Byzantine splendor of the world renown Agia Sophia,
visit the Patriarchal School of Theology at Halki and other unforgettable sites.

For more information and reservations,
call CLOUD TOURS at (800) 223-7880

or (212) 753-6104 or fax at (212) 980-6941.

SPACE IS LIMITED, SO MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS!

ã
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NAME: GEORGE NIKAS

HOMETOWN & PARISH: St. Nicholas Greek
Orthodox Church, Atlantic City, N.J.

AGE: 28

GRADUATING CLASS: 1999

PREVIOUS EDUCATION:
University of Maryland, Hellenic College
(1996 graduate)

FAMILY BACKGROUND:
Parents from Athens, Greece

HOME PARISH INVOLVEMENT:
Served by chanting, as an acolyte, GOYA,
and worked at festivals.

� What prompted you go to the semi-
nary?

As I had a strong desire and �calling�
to study theology in anticipation of enter-
ing the Holy Priesthood, I  felt that I needed
to attend a solid theological institution. I
felt that my educational as well as forma-
tive needs would be best served at Holy
Cross.
� Who was the most influential person
in your decision to aspire to the priest-
hood?

Without doubt, my father, the Rev.
Prokopios Nikas, had the greatest influence
and impact on my decision to aspire to the
Holy Priesthood. Over the years, he has
been an excellent example to me of what
a priest is and does, 24 hours a day. In
him, I have seen the potential that a priest
has to touch someone�s life in a positive
manner and help lead a soul a little closer
to salvation.
� How has attending HC affected you?

There is no question in my mind that
the years spent at Holy Cross  are among
the best years of my life. I have made friend-
ships that will last me a lifetime, delved into
the theology of our Orthodox faith with the
confidence  to teach others, and cultivated
a pastoral ethos that is so necessary in min-
istering to our people today.
� What are your favorite courses?

I particularly enjoyed liturgics and dog-
matics, as well as Byzantine music. From
the electives, I enjoyed the creative free-
dom in my Greek-taught patrology
courses. I am looking forward to taking
teleturgics next year, one of the more prac-
tically oriented courses for the priesthood.
� In what activities are you involved on
campus?

I have been involved in the student
government association all of my years
here, serving as a class representative as
well as student representative to the fac-
ulty. I have been a teaching assistant for
the Greek Language Department, and
worked in the Office of Student Life.
� What is the toughest part of being a
seminarian?

Juggling my time between chapel,
study, classes and social and personal time.
I find it challenging to do everything to its
fullest and not neglect other things.
� What gifts do you hope to bring to your
service in the Church?

I would like to offer myself  to the
church for her divine mission to the fullest
extent possible. I hope to bring a compas-
sionate heart, a pastoral ethos and a good
sense of humor. I bring with me the zeal
to preach the Good News and the desire
to attract more of our young people to the
Church.

� What are your major strengths and
weaknesses?

I like to think that I have a strong pas-
toral ethos and willingness to get along
with everyone. I hope to use my sense of
humor and outgoing personality to make
people, of all ages, feel comfortable and
welcomed by the church. I would like to
improve my time management.
� Who is your favorite saint?

My patron saint, St. George, holds a
special place in my heart for obvious rea-
sons. I do, however, also hold a particular
affection for St. Nektarios of Aegina. I have
been impressed by his humility and perse-
verance in the face of false persecution,
even from his peers. He is a beacon light of
what the priesthood should be and can be.
� What is your most vivid memory as a
seminarian?

This is a very difficult question to an-
swer, as every day at Holy Cross can be
memorable. I would have to say that one
of the most memorable events for me per-
sonally was the Forgiveness Vespers my
first year at the seminary. I distinctly re-
member being overcome with emotions
of joy and sadness, along with plenty of
tears.
� How can the Church reach out to the
unchurched?

The Orthodox Church must continu-
ously extend the olive branch of peace to
all those who have wavered  from her and
put out a welcome mat to those who
would join her. The priest must spearhead
this reaching out by visiting those Ortho-
dox faithful that have stopped attending
Church for various reasons. A personal
contact and appeal is vital to regain, if nec-
essary , the trust of these people. Other
church organizations, such as the
Philoptochos, should then follow up on
the priest�s initial action by inviting these
people to become active in their  group,
and thus in the Church at large.
� Suggest one way of  keeping young
people in the Church?

The Church must first support
strongly and enthusiastically the various
programs and groups of the younger  faith-
ful. These future leaders of our Church
should not be ignored by the priest or par-
ish council and seen as being insignificant
to the Church�s functioning. If language is
an issue, then it is the duty of the Church
to minister to this segment of the flock in
a language which is not only understood,
but also sensitive to their peculiar needs.
� How do you view the use of comput-
ers in the Church?

Computers are a necessity in today�s
society. They are particularly an asset in
the daily functions of the Church, enhanc-
ing bulletin production and communica-
tions. Every priest should be computer lit-
erate as computers are also excellent re-
sources for theological and patristic study.

H C / H C  R E P O R T

There is nothing unusual about a man
with a name like Geoffrey O�Riada serving
as a priest in Belfast.

But this particular clergyman will cause
raised eyebrows next year when he returns
to the land of his ancestors to start a mis-
sion. For Geoffrey O�Riada is a very unusual
name for an Eastern Orthodox shepherd and
Belfast is an unusual place to gather an East-
ern Orthodox flock.

Holy Cross Seminarian of Irish Background
on Mission to Uncover Past

By Terry Mattingly

O�Riada is convinced his mission
makes perfect sense when viewed through
the lens of Celtic history. He also believes
today�s revival of interest in Celtic spiritual-
ity is a sign that many are searching for an-
cient roots and rites.

�The Celts had their own unique and
beautiful approach to the Christian faith and
were part of the one, undivided Church be-
fore the split between Rome and the East,�
he said. �Now, a growing number of people
like me believe it�s time for Orthodoxy to
return to the West, including to lands such
as Ireland where it once thrived and pro-
duced generations of saints.�

O�Riada�s �Celtic Orthodox Christian-
ity home page� on the World Wide Web
features an icon of a bishop wearing green
vestments and gold Celtic crosses, along
with a famous prayer linked to St. Padraig,
or Patrick. �May Christ be in the mouth of
everyone who thinks of thee, Christ in the
mouth of those who speak to thee, Christ
in every eye that seeks thee, Christ in every
ear that hears thy words, O blessed Padraig,
our father.�

The goal of O�Riada�s research is to
cover the history of Christianity in the Brit-
ish Isles� from the viewpoint of Eastern
Orthodoxy� through the crushing of the
Celtic Church in the Norman Conquests of
the 11th  and 12th centuries. The site includes
pages of essays, biographies of saints,
prayers and a timeline of the bloody and
convoluted history of Christianity among the
Irish, Scottish, Welsh and English peoples.
This timeline is 18 pages long and doesn�t
even address the rise of Protestantism.

When he reaches Belfast, O�Riada will
be starting from scratch. There is one East-
ern Orthodox parish in all of Ireland and
that�s a Greek parish, with a multi-ethnic
congregation, in Dublin. A recent survey
found 80 self-identified Orthodox Christians

in Northern Ireland. There is, however, a
Greek restaurant in Belfast that sells icons.

O�Riada himself is a Canadian of Irish
and English descent.

His father�s side of the family emigrated
from County Mayo in Ireland during the
potato famine of 1845. He currently is a
deacon and finishing his studies at Holy
Cross Orthodox Seminary in Brookline,
Mass.

�Our approach in this mission will not
be to poach sheep from other flocks,� he
said. �We intend simply to live and worship
as Orthodox Christians, manifesting a spiri-
tual and liturgical life that is organically con-
nected to the early church and to the life
that of the early Irish saints. ... Our desire is
to invite western Christians�Protestants
and Roman Catholics � to discover their
roots. ...We want to become a beacon, a
light on a hill.�

Millions of Roman Catholics are, of
course, convinced they already have solid
roots into the Irish soil and most Protestants
will simply see the Orthodox as another
brand of Catholicism. Meanwhile, a surge
of Western converts, especially in the United
States, is raising questions for Orthodox
leaders.

It will be impossible to take academic
lessons learned from archeology and manu-
scripts and turn them, overnight, into a liv-
ing faith practiced by people in a modern
land, said O�Riada. The mission will be able
to use many ancient Celtic prayers, honor
Celtic saints and to embrace a legacy of
Celtic art. There are ancient hymns and
chants that can be blended with English-lan-
guage versions of Orthodox rites.

�We are talking about trying to recover
a tradition that was handed down from gen-
eration to generation. That will take time,�
he said. �But we can begin. We need to be-
gin. The explosion in interest in Celtic Chris-
tianity reflects a profound dissatisfaction
with the rationalistic and juridical forms of
Christianity which have dominated the West.
There is a deep thirst today for ancient, au-
thentic faith.�

Terry Mattingly (www.tmatt.net)
teaches at Milligan College in Tennessee.
He writes this weekly column for the Scripps
Howard News Service. His article was pro-
vided to the Orthodox Observer by Harry
Moskos, editor of the Knoxville Sentinel.

BROOKLINE, Mass. � The Three Hier-
archs Competition, an institution at Holy
Cross School of Theology for a number of
years, is designed to promote study of the
Church Fathers particularly in the Greek tra-
dition. Prizes are offered for original research
papers on an aspect of patristic studies. This
year, through the gracious decision of the
President, His Eminence Metropolitan Isaiah,
the prizes were increased both in number
and amount: First Prize was awarded $1,000,
second prize received $500, and an honor-
able mention was also recognized.

First-prize winners of the Three Hier-
archs Competition present their papers to

Competition Winners Announced
the Holy Cross community at the Great Ves-
pers on January 29th, celebrating the Three
Hierarchs. Essays in the past have included
original translations as well as research.

Winners this year were: Paul Schroeder,
First Prize for the essay, �The Mystery of
Love: Paradigms of Marital Authority and
Submission in the Writing of St. John
Chrysostom,� Dr. Brian Sietsema, Second
Prize for �On the Name of the Father: A
Comparison of Neo-Arian and Cappadocian
Metalinguistics,� and Fr. Stefanos Alexo-
poulos, Honorable Mention for �Aspects of
the Eucharistic Theology of St. Symeon,
Archbishop of Thessalonike.�

BROOKLINE, Mass. � This year�s St.
John Chrysostom Lecture Series at Holy Cross
School of Theology was presented by Pro-
fessor Andrew Louth, a renowned patristics
scholar currently teaching at the University
of Durham, UK, on March 22 and 24.

He was previously Professor of Cultural
History at Goldsmith�s College, the Univer-

British Scholar Gives 1998 Chrysostom Lectures
sity of London; and Fellow of Worcester
College, University of Oxford, where he was
university lecturer in theology.

Professor Louth has written many sig-
nificant books including �The Origins of the
Christian Mystical Tradition� (Oxford, 1991),
�Discerning the Mystery� (Oxford, 1983), and

See LECTURES on page 27

PROFILE:PROFILE:
Seminarian
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COLTON, Calif. � Fr. Tom P. Avramis,
chief executive officer of Guadalupe Homes,
recently announced that the social service
organization has been selected by the state
of Colorado as a finalist to build a $52-mil-
lion, 500-bed academic model juvenile fa-
cility in Arapahoe County. If selected,
Guadalupe Homes will design, build, and
operate one of the largest state-of-the-art
facilities of its kind in the United States.

Fr. Tom earned his Master of Divinity
degree in 1981 from Holy Cross School of
Theology and was ordained to the priest-
hood.

He has served several churches through
out California and Arizona, where he always
focused on developing stronger youth pro-
grams and participation. Through his dedi-
cation and unique ability to implement new
and creative programs, he has successfully
increased youth group membership and pro-
vided kids with environments that offer rec-
reational activities and educational centers.

In 1995 he was elected chief executive
officer, taking the helm from founder Fr.
Leon Pachis. Guadalupe Homes is the larg-
est non-profit group of residential treatment
facilities and shelters for neglected children
in California.

It provides an all-inclusive foster family
service as well as adoptions, specialized
schools and innovative educational and
therapy problems. Through years of hard
work and perseverance, Guadalupe�s found-
ing members of dedicated Orthodox clergy
and laity helped to establish the foundation
to open 25 facilities in California and Texas.
Guadalupe�s dedication to giving today�s
neglected children a chance at a better to-
morrow has helped over 32,000 children.

Through the efforts of Fr. Tom, his dedi-
cated staff and the support of the Greek
Orthodox faithful, Guadalupe Homes is
among the recognized leaders in residential
treatment facilities and shelters for taking
care of neglected children in California and
now throughout the United States.

Guadalupe Homes May
Expand into Colorado

Sponsoring luncheon
Members of the New Jersey Diocese Philoptochos are shown with Diocese Chancellor V.
Rev. Evangelos Kourounis and St. Basil Academy Director V. Rev. Sylvester Berberis at a
recent meeting to discuss the benefit luncheon for St. Basil�s on May 9. Archbishop
Spyridon is honorary chairman. The event will take place at the Pines Manor in Edison,
N.J., beginning at 11 a.m.

STAMFORD, Conn. � St. Basil�s College
will host an international scholarly sympo-
sium June 17-20 devoted to English transla-
tions of Byzantine liturgical texts.

Among the participants will by Bishop
Timothy Ware of the Greek Orthodox Arch-
diocese of Great Britain, Fr. John Chryssavgis
of Holy Cross School of Theology, Dr. Paul
Meyendorff of St. Vladimir�s Orthodox Theo-
logical Seminary and others.

For more information, contact the sym-
posium convenor, Rev. Peter Galadza,
Sheptytsky Institute of Eastern Orthodox
Studies, St. Paul University, Ottawa, Canada;
tel. (613) 23601393, ext. 2648; fax (613)
782-3026.

St. Basil�s College is located at 195
Glenbrook Rd., Stamford.

Symposium on Translations
Planned for June

The Chicago Tribune, in its March 24
suburban issue reported on one the basic
concepts of modern progressive educational
theory, �Teaching the Whole Child,� some-
thing Plato Academy has been practicing for
the last 10 years or so.

Teaching the �Whole
Child� at Plato Academy

By Catherine A. Antonopoulos

Thanks to one of our gifted parents,
Mrs. Marian Koritsaris, professor of Early
Childhood at Triton College, a past Plato
Academy School Board chair, and currently
school board co-chair, and an Assumption
Church parish council member, and our
dedicated, well-educated teachers, Plato
Academy has been offering a highly progres-
sive, well-integrated curriculum for a long
time.

Practices such as �multi-age group-
ings,� and cooperative learning, etc. have
always dominated the classroom scene at
Plato. Yet, it is still �to kryfo sholio,� �the
secret school,� to use a phrase form our glo-
rious Hellenic history, since there have never
been any funds available for professionally
advertising our educational experience.

Thanks to our dedicated parents the
word is getting out, but a lot of damage has
been and still is done by those parents who
have refused to try to understand what pro-
gressive education is all about.

By using their own traditional ideas and
methods of teaching still talk negatively
about our school. What is our alternative?
Ignore them and go ahead A great future
and a great challenge are before us! As Albert
Einstein said: �In the middle of difficulty lies
opportunity.� This is what all of us must re-
member and focus upon.

Finally, we should also mention that a
group of early educators in Chicago were
acquainted with the teaching practices at
Plato Academy at a recent seminar presented
by Mrs. Koritsaris and our pre-Kindergarten
teacher Ms. Debby Moss at Alexian Broth-
ers Medical Center in Elk Grove Village.
Based on the written responses of the par-
ticipants, the two presenters were received
with enthusiasm and with wonder that ap-
propriate educational practices actually �is
practiced� in a school setting. Many of these
teachers have requested a visit to our school
to see firsthand how to implement appro-
priate practice in their own classroom. Of
particular interest was the multi-age group-
ing concept, as well as the progressive ap-
proach to curriculum.

Catherine A. Antonopoulos is principal
of Plato Academy

MATTITUCK, N.Y. � St. Markella
Philoptochos members recently honored
three parishioners at a luncheon at Trans-
figuration Church for their contributions to
the community.

Those honored were Stelios Nanos,
Catherine T. Siolas and Theodoros
Bourazanis. Mr. Nanos has served as sex-
ton for five years, Mrs. Siolas has contrib-
uted her many talents as a writer, photogra-
pher and as liaison with public officials for
25 years, assisted by her husband, John, and
Mr. Bourazanis has served as church pho-
tographer.

The Philoptochos chapter is under the
leadership of Andrea Gourlides, wife of par-
ish President Pete Gourlides.

Philoptochos Chapter
Honors Three

NEW YORK - Several National
Philoptochos Board members attended the
recent 50th anniversary celebration of
UNICEF, which featured first lady Hillary
Clinton and Hugh Downs of ABC-TV�s 20/
20 program, who received the UNICEF Dis-
tinguished Service Award.

According to information from Sophia
Altin, the Archdiocese Philoptochos UNICEF
liaison, the Ladies Philoptochos was recog-
nized  for its role in three forums - the gala
program, UNICEF�s Business Council for
child survival members at the diplomat level,

NATIONAL PHILOPTOCHOS board members and others attending the UNICEF luncheon.

and recognition in �Thursday�s Child� maga-
zine and in the U.S. Committee for UNICEF�s
annual report.

Board members in attendance included
Efthalia Katos, Helen Kocolatos Demos,
Maria Logus, Argeria Logus, Pauline O�Neal,
Sophia Altin, Marie Tzargounis, Antonia
Kourepinos, Lila Prounis and Aphrodite
Skeadas. Also attending were Professor An-
thony Cominos, president of the UNICEF
Committee of Greece, and Mrs. Cominos,
and John Tsacrios Jr., UNICEF regional ex-
ecutive director.

National Philoptochos Honors UNICEF

NEW YORK � WLIW21 invites the
Greek American community to share their
memories of growing up Greek in America,
in the form of home movies, photos and
stories as WLIW21 New York begins pro-
duction of the public television station�s lat-
est program to celebrate the diversity of
heritage and ethnic character in America.

The program will be a nostalgic jour-
ney back in time, a televised �family album�
that celebrates the history and traditions of
the Greek Americans and their impact on
the American landscape. The show�s pro-
ducer is George Veras, whose previous cred-
its include Yianni Tribute and Nana
Mouskouri: Concert for Peace (co-producer
with WLIW21).

Weddings, baptisms, festivals, holiday
celebrations and Greek Americans in the
workplace are some of the images needed
for the special. Greek American viewers can

1234567890123456789012
1234567890123456789012
1234567890123456789012
1234567890123456789012
1234567890123456789012
1234567890123456789012
1234567890123456789012
1234567890123456789012
1234567890123456789012
1234567890123456789012
1234567890123456789012
1234567890123456789012
1234567890123456789012
1234567890123456789012
1234567890123456789012
1234567890123456789012
1234567890123456789012

FOR ADVERTISING IN THE

ORTHODOX OBSERVER
Please  Call

(212) 570-3555
or Fax

(212) 774-0239

PBS to Air Program on Greek Americans
take an active role in the making of
WLIW21�s tribute to their culture by con-
tacting the producers� Greek Americans
�hotline� at (914) 421-1280 if they have
home movies, photos, or stories of Greek
American family life from the turn of the
century to the present. Stories or articles on
the accomplishments of Greek Americans
can be faxed to (914) 421-1284. Materials
will be returned by September 1998 in their
original condition. The hour-long documen-
tary will premiere this winter on WLIW21,
the fourth most-watched public television
station in the United States.

WLIW21�s tribute to Greek Americans
follows the station�s popular and critically
acclaimed tributes to Jewish (A Laugh, a Tear,
a Mitzvah), Irish (May the Road Rise to Meet
You), Italian (The Italian Americans) and
Polish (The Polish Americans) culture, seen
nationally on PBS.
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GUEST EDITORIAL

L E T T E R SL E T T E R S
O P I N I O N S

Editor,
Regarding the assertion in a recent let-

ter that someone not of Greek descent can-
not become Greek Orthodox, that is abso-
lutely wrong. My wife of 51 years is of Scot-
tish, Irish, French, English, Norwegian and
German descent. Born in America, she is a
devout Greek Orthodox. As a matter of fact,
she played a key role in helping start the
Greek Orthodox Church in Hawaii when I
was assigned to the U.S. Air Force headquar-
ters at Hickam Air Force Base in Honolulu
from 1961 to 1964.

During my military career, one of our
nephews, who is a graduate of the semi-
nary and a Greek Orthodox priest, spent two
years in Kenya converting African natives to
the Greek Orthodox faith.

James L. Christopulos
Charlottesville, Va.

Language commission

Editor,
I am encouraged by your article of April

5, (�Archbishop�s Commission on Greek
Language and Culture�). As a second gen-
eration daughter, I had one year of Greek
school and my mother did not speak Greek
to me. As a result, I understand little of the
liturgy aside from reading along, and am
poorly equipped to instruct my three sons.

My concern for the commission is that
they are limiting their inquiry to metropoli-
tan areas. I suspect that, like many Greek
Orthodox across America, I am isolated from
a community such as those found on the
East Coast or in Los Angeles. I am in a rural
area north of Sacramento and fairly isolated.
I would encourage the commission to seek
solutions to meet the needs outside of con-
centrated Greek communities that are able
to support parochial and high schools.

So far, I have been unable to locate a
comprehensive computer program in Greek
so that we may learn together. I would en-
courage the Commission to develop a Greek
Language program that will be Windows and
Mac compatible. Video components of this
type of program that enable children to hear
conversational Greek would be an asset.

Development of video tapes that help
children hear conversational Greek would
greatly enable those of us who are not native
speakers to teach our children. Perhaps a
printed Greek-English text would enable par-
ents like myself to accurately teach our chil-
dren when they �and I� don�t understand
part of the dialogue.

Finally, in a time when many of us have
attempted or are home schooling our chil-
dren, development of a quality program may
be highly marketable outside of the Greek
Orthodox Community.

Margaret Mueller
Lincoln, Calif.

One form of the cross

Editor,
Glory be to Jesus Christ!
The cross was an extremely cruel, grue-

some, dreaded, inhumane, torturous and
ugly form of execution, utilized thousands
of times by the Romans.

With the death and Resurrection of
Jesus, the much dreaded symbol took on a
different meaning for Christians, as a revered
and sacred symbol. Speaking in figures of
millions, the overwhelming majority of Or-
thodox Christians revere a form and varia-
tion of the cross that includes: a horizontal
title bar, a horizontal bar for the arms, and a
slanted foot support which represented the
pain felt by Our Lord, as it was twisted in
agony. Unfortunately, this form has been
misidentified as a nationalist symbol and
categorized incorrectly as the Slavic or Rus-
sian Cross.

This form of the cross is much older
than the conversion of Rus from Byzantium
over a thousand years ago. It can be found:
in the ancient cave rock churches of
Cappadocia (now Turkey), in the iconogra-
phy of Greek chapel in the Church of the
Holy Sepulcher in Jerusalem, in ancient Per-
sia (which was outside of the Roman Em-
pire), along with iconography in Egypt and
Ethiopia, it was also seen behind the coffin
of King Paul of Greece, in a large picture in
�LIFE� magazine, when he passed away in
March 1964. It was also seen in a
Cappadocia fresco that appeared in the De-
cember 1983 edition of the �National Geo-
graphic� magazine. The feature story was
the �Byzantine Empire.� Not only can it be
found in the iconography of Mt. Sinai, but
also atop the new desert monastery in Flo-

rence, Ariz., which was founded through the
efforts of Father Ephraim of Mount Athos
and recently visited by His All Holiness, Pa-
triarch Bartholomew.

Frank S. Porembka, Jr.
Ligonier, Pa.

A beautiful story

Editor,
Re: �Relating to the Faith� by Fr. Passias

and St. Mary of Egypt (April 5 issue).
What a beautiful story and one I had

never read before. Tears came to my eyes
when I read how she died peacefully on the
sand. And yet, she was three days�  journey
from where she was the day before she died,
after she received Holy Communion. It just
goes to show that �God works in mysteri-
ous ways, His wonders to perform.�

As Father stated, how quickly we con-
demn. I believe it was the February issue of
the Observer where �the destruction of the
tongue� was discussed. If people could just
stop and think before they open their
mouths, what a lot of pain and heartache
could be spared. God will ultimately be their
judge, and they don�t need us to condemn
their actions before they are judged by God.
The old saying holds true, �judge not, that
you be not judged.�

Fran Glaros
Clearwater, Fla.

Not a requirement

In the midst of this festive time
of the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus
Christ, a new resurrection has
dawned for all Christians who follow
the Julian calendar in America. In-
deed, we who are known as �Old
Calendarists� were redeemed by the
sacrificial love and benefaction of the
great bearer of the cross of Ortho-
doxy, the crucified head of the Uni-
versal Church, our Ecumenical Patri-
archate.

For years, we who follow the
Julian church calendar have thought-
lessly and carelessly joined hands
with those who afflicted the Phanar,
from where more than anything else
radiates Orthodoxy and Orthopraxia.
Bias and aphorisms, like dark clouds,
prevented us from distinguishing the
tender maternal glory and selfless
sacrifice of the honorable center of
World Orthodoxy.

It was not until the ascent to the
throne of our local church in America
of an able and masterful leader, His
Eminence Archbishop Spyridon, that
the clouds of prejudice were dis-
persed. Together with the Arch-
bishop, under skies now devoid of
any mistrust and bias, we were able
to detect our need for the exemplary
love of the Mother Church within the
shrinking bosom of our own declin-
ing Old -Calendarist movement.

Inspired by the love and open-
ness of Archbishop Spyridon, we fi-
nally came to realize that the only
saving grace to our quest for a solu-
tion to our concerns was to move
quickly towards the most venerable
center of Orthodoxy, the Ecumeni-
cal Patriarchate. This change of heart
was made possible also due to the
wisdom and enlightenment of Ecu-
menical Patriarch Bartholomew,
whose vision and dynamism has
brought the Patriarchate from obscu-
rity into the world community and
has given it a voice and an identity.
We had admired him for his open-
ness, his intelligence, and his many
inspiring messages of truth in his ser-
mons and speeches. Inspired by both
of them, we began our journey with
a sole interest: the salvation of our
souls and our restoration to the holy
place and space of the Universal
Church.

Having set our hopes high for
our canonical restoration, we met
with the distinguished, experienced,
and knowledgeable Hierarchs of the
Canonical Committee of the Holy
Synod of the Throne. Our contact and
movement among them can only be
described as living in the �courts of
the Lord�. We can personally attest,
now that we have seen it and felt it,
that the Ecumenical Patriarchate is
truly the �courts of the Lord� where
all is healed and becomes complete.
It is the place where truth is pure. It
is the place where we, too, have re-
ceived our therapeutic treatment for
our complete restoration to good
spiritual health with much care and,
above all, without pressure or ex-
cesses, without ego or animosity,

without circumvention of the Holy
Canons or violation of the rules and
practices of the Church.

It was at the Ecumenical Patri-
archate that the bell tolled the sweet-
est sound of our own resurrection, to-
gether with the glorious Resurrection
of the Founder of the Church. It was
there, at the crucified Phanar, that the
Church celebrated another victory: a
victory against the ailing fanaticism
that fights shadows and imagines trai-
tors and treason.

History was made at the Phanar
this year. A preamble of the coming
Resurrection of the Lord was written
there, so as to serve as a filter to ev-
ery fraction of impious zealots who
willingly scorn the �pillar and foun-
dation� of the Church - the Ecumeni-
cal Throne - and who from now on
would attempt to fight the truth of the
faith.

The Resurrection of our Lord is
the greatest of the miracles. No less
of a miracle is the resurrection of a
fraction of Orthodox Christians who
had cut themselves from the tree of
life, the Mother Great Church of
Christ. Truly, our formal canonical res-
toration to the body of the Mother
Church was a miracle! A miracle that
serves as a great light for return to the
�living spring� to all those who pas-
sionately and in an unhealthy man-
ner walk the rough path of denial of
the life giving salvation. It is the
miracle that has become a contem-
porary vociferous reality which
supercedes all noise; a thunderous
voice that finds resonance to the
blessed motherland, Greece, wherein
the delusion of Old Calendar fanati-
cism has its roots and nest. It is our
fervent prayer that this miracle, as did
that of Ezekiel (37, 1-10), will shed
its light upon the �graveyard� of the
Old Calendarist movement so that the
light of the glorious Phanar may shine
there, too, as it did here in America.

As for us, the daily living of this
miracle means obedience and disci-
pline to the orders of the Great Church
of Christ. It means absolute respect
to the God-guarded Primate of the
Ecumenical Orthodoxy, His All Holi-
ness, Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew, and cooperation with
the Primate of the Church in America,
His Eminence Archbishop Spyridon,
who, like a gigantic spotlight, illumi-
nated our way so that unobstructively,
with ease and with dignity, we walk
the road of return to the warm em-
brace of the Mother Church.

Now, we nourish ourselves with
the �logical unadulterated milk� of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate, in contrast to
our former spiritual and ecclesiastic
emptiness and disability. May the
prayers of all living Orthodox Chris-
tians follow us now that we, as �nov-
ices�, begin to live and move in the
experience of this lifelong miracle of
our restoration and resurrection.

The above Guest Editorial was writ-
ten by His Excellency Metropolitan
Paisios of Tyana

When Vision Becomes Reality

Editor,
I would like to comment on the way

the CBS Evening News chose to highlight
the deterioration of St. Basil�s Cathedral in
Moscow as its mention of Easter Orthodox
Easter. While it was both tragic and beauti-
ful to see the Cathedral and its iconography
therein, viewers unaware of Orthodoxy may
have perceived our faith as a bright and
beautiful moment in history, whose flame
has flickered.

There are 300 million Eastern Ortho-
dox Christians worldwide, currently claim-
ing the largest number of Christian converts
in the United States. This faith dates back to
the time of Pentecost and is of the Apostolic
tradition. Its 2,000 year history has survived
religious persecution and intolerance, as
evidenced by the condition of St. Basil�s
Cathedral in Moscow.

The heart of Eastern Orthodox Chris-
tianity holds the Light of Christ, Whose flame
is eternal. This is the Light we celebrate dur-
ing Easter, and this is the Light reflected in
the iconography of our Church. Focusing on
the physical disrepair of St. Basil�s Cathe-
dral clearly �missed the mark� of the spiri-
tual reality she represents.

Jackie Morfesis
Pennsauken, N.J.

Why show deterioration?



MAY 5,  1998 PAGE 11ORTHODOX OBSERVER

Consolidated Financial Statements

Consolidated Financial Statements and Supplemental Material
Year Ended December 31, 1996

Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America and Consolidated Entities
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To His Eminence Archbishop Spyridon and
Members of the Archdiocesan Council of the
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America
and Consolidated Entities
New York, New York

We have audited the accompanying consolidated statement of financial position of the
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America and consolidated entities (the �Archdiocese�) as
of December 31, 1996, and the related consolidated statements of activities and cash flows
for the year then ended. These financial statements are the responsibility of the Archdiocese�s
management. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statements
based on our audit. We did not audit the financial statements of Hellenic College, Inc. and
St. Michael�s Home for the Aged, affiliates of the Archdiocese, which statements reflect
total assets of $22,345,770 as of December 31, 1996 and total revenues of $5,593,829 for
the year then ended. Those statements were audited by other auditors whose report has
been furnished to us, and our opinion, insofar as it relates to the amounts included for
Hellenic College, Inc. and St. Michael�s Home for the Aged, is based solely on the report
of the other auditors.
We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards. Those
standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about
whether the consolidated financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit
includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in
the consolidated financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting prin-
ciples used and significant estimates made by the Archdiocese�s management, as well as
evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. We believe that our audit provides
a reasonable basis for our opinion.
In our opinion, based on our audit and the reports of other auditors, the consolidated finan-
cial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the financial posi-
tion of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America and consolidated entities as of De-
cember 31, 1996, and changes in their net assets and their cash flows for the year then
ended, in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles.
As discussed in Note 3 to the consolidated financial statements, the Archdiocese adopted
Statement of Financial Accounting Standards No. 124, �Accounting for Certain Invest-
ments Held by Not-for-Profit Organizations� in the year ended December 31, 1996.

Certified Public Accountants
New York, New York
October 15, 1997

ConsolidaConsolidaConsolidaConsolidaConsolidated Stated Stated Stated Stated Statement oftement oftement oftement oftement of  F F F F Financial Pinancial Pinancial Pinancial Pinancial Positionositionositionositionosition
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Notes to ConsolidaNotes to ConsolidaNotes to ConsolidaNotes to ConsolidaNotes to Consolidated Fted Fted Fted Fted Financial Stainancial Stainancial Stainancial Stainancial Statementstementstementstementstements
1. Principles of Consolidation
The accompanying consolidated financial statements include The Greek Orthodox Archdio-
cese of America, The Greek Orthodox Ladies Philoptochos Society, Inc., The Greek Ortho-
dox Archdiocesan Cathedral of the Holy Trinity, The Cathedral School, The Academy of
Saint Basil, Hellenic College, Inc. and St. Michael�s Home for the Aged, Inc.
The accompanying consolidated financial statements are presented in accordance with AICPA�s
Statement of Position 94-3 (�SOP 94-3�), �Reporting of Related Entities by Not-for-Profit
Organizations�. According to SOP 94-3, all not-for-profit organizations with a controlling
financial interest in another not-for-profit organization through direct or indirect ownership
of majority voting interest should be presented on a consolidated basis.
All material inter-company transactions have been eliminated in consolidation.
Hellenic College, Inc. and The Cathedral School are educational institutions and their ac-
counting cycles correspond with the end of the school year (June 30, 1996 and August 31,
1996, respectively); therefore, it is not practicable to report on the same period as The Greek
Orthodox Archdiocese of America. No material events occurred between the fiscal year-end
of the above entities and December 31, 1996.

2.Organizations
(a)The Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America (the �Archdiocese�) is the administrative
body of the Greek Orthodox Church in the Americas. The Archdiocese has designated nine
diocese in the United States and maintains an office in each diocese. The accompanying
consolidated financial statements include the administrative activities of the Archdiocese
headquarters in New York and include the activities of affiliated diocese, agencies, institu-
tions and organizations connected with the Archdiocese, along with certain activities of the
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parishes. The Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America - The Archbishop Iakovos Leader-
ship 100 Endowment Fund (�Leadership 100�) was established in October 1984 as an en-
dowment fund of the Archdiocese. Leadership 100 was established with the approval of the
Archdiocesan Council to raise and receive funds to secure the future of the Archdiocese. The
Archdiocesan Council has designated that the principal of the fund remain permanently in-
violate and income from the investments only be used for the programs under the national
ministries.
(b)Greek Orthodox Ladies Philoptochos Society, Inc. (the �Society�) is a not-for-profit orga-
nization incorporated under the laws of the State of New York on March 16, 1944. It is the
official philanthropic organization of the Archdiocese.
(c)The Greek Orthodox Archdiocesan Cathedral of the Holy Trinity (the �Cathedral�) was
chartered in 1892 and is the longest continually-operating Greek Orthodox Church in North
and South America. It was designated the Archdiocesan Cathedral of the Archdiocese in
1962.
The Cathedral provides regular divine worship, counseling, Christian education, human ser-
vices and cultural programs in New York City.
(d)The Cathedral School (the �School�), founded in 1949, is a private school in New York
City sponsored and governed by the Cathedral. The School provides a Christian education
program for children aged pre-school through grade eight.
(e)The Academy of Saint Basil (�St. Basil�) was established in 1944, under the direction of
the Archdiocese and the Society. St. Basil was originally established as an orphanage and has
since evolved into a residential, educational and child care center for youngsters. St. Basil�s
focus is on the academic, physical, spiritual, emotional and social development of the chil-
dren. The operations and programs of St. Basil are supported by grants from the Archdiocese,
the Society, general donations, legacies and bequests.
(f)Hellenic College, Inc. (the �College�) is an independent coeducational institution of higher
learning affiliated with the Archdiocese. The College consists of an undergraduate liberal arts
college and a graduate school of theology. The graduate school of theology�s mission is to
educate and prepare candidates to become priests for the Archdiocese. The College is located
on a 52-acre campus in Brookline, Massachusetts. A significant portion of the College�s sup-
port comes from the Archdiocese. The remainder of the College�s support comes from tu-
ition, fees and related educational services, contributions and investment income.
(g)St. Michael�s Home for the Aged, Inc. (�St. Michael�s�) provides long-term residential
care for senior citizens of Greek Orthodox origin. Revenues are generated primarily from
contributions and social security income contributed by the residents of St. Michael�s.

3.Summary of Significant Accounting Policies
(a)Basis of Presentation  The consolidated financial statements of the Archdiocese and con-
solidated entities have been prepared on the accrual basis.

(b)Financial Statement Presentation
The classification of an organization�s net assets and its support, revenue and expenses is
based on the existence or absence of donor-imposed restrictions. It requires that the amounts
for each of three classes of net assets, permanently restricted, temporarily restricted, and
unrestricted, be displayed in a statement of financial position and that the amounts of change
in each of those classes of net assets be displayed in a statement of activities.
Income from investment gains and losses, including unrealized gains and losses, dividends,
interest and other investments should be reported as increases (or decreases) in unrestricted
net assets unless the use of the income received is limited by donor-imposed restrictions.
These classes are defined as follows:
Permanently Restricted - Net assets resulting from contributions and other inflows of assets
whose use by the Archdiocese and consolidated entities is limited by donor-imposed stipula-
tions that neither expire by passage of time nor can be fulfilled or otherwise removed by
actions of the Archdiocese and consolidated entities.

�

Temporarily Restricted - Net assets resulting from contributions and other inflows of assets
whose use by the Archdiocese and consolidated entities is limited by donor-imposed stipula-
tions that either expire by passage of time or can be fulfilled and removed by actions of the
Archdiocese and consolidated entities pursuant to those stipulations. When such stipulations
end or are fulfilled, such temporarily restricted net assets are reclassified to unrestricted net
assets and reported in the consolidated statement of activities.
Unrestricted - The part of net assets that is neither permanently nor temporarily restricted by
donor-imposed stipulations.
(c)Cash and Cash Equivalents
The Archdiocese and consolidated entities consider all money market accounts and all highly
liquid debt instruments purchased with a maturity of three months or less to be cash equiva-
lents.
(d)Investments
Effective January 1, 1996, the Archdiocese and certain consolidated entities adopted State-
ment of Financial Accounting Standards (�SFAS�) No. 124, �Accounting for Certain Invest-
ments Held by Not-for-Profit Organizations�. Under SFAS No. 124, investments in equity
securities with readily determinable fair values and all investments in debt securities are
valued at their fair values in the consolidated statement of financial position. Unrealized
gains and losses are included in the change in net assets. As permitted by SFAS No. 124, the
Archdiocese and certain consolidated entities have applied the provisions of this new state-
ment by reflecting the cumulative effect of the change in accounting principle of $6,781,762
in the statement of activities. The adjustment represents unrealized gains and losses on in-
vestments that had not previously been recognized in the consolidated financial statements.
(e)Contributions Receivable
In accordance with SFAS No. 116, contributions and promises to give are recorded as rev-
enue when pledges are made and are classified as permanently restricted support.
(f)Property, Buildings and Equipment
Property, buildings and equipment are recorded at cost or, if donated at fair market value, at
date of gifts. Depreciation is provided on a straight-line basis over the useful lives of the
respective assets, ranging from 5 to 50 years. Works of art are not depreciable.
(g)Income Taxes
The Archdiocese is exempt from Federal and state income taxes under Section 501(c)(3) of
the Internal Revenue Code. The consolidated entities are all exempt by virtue of the exemp-
tion granted to the Archdiocese and all related churches and institutions. Therefore, no provi-
sion for income taxes has been made in the accompanying consolidated financial statements.
In addition, none of the organizations being consolidated have been determined to be �pri-
vate foundations� within the meaning of Section 509(a) of the Internal Revenue Code and
there was no unrelated business income generated in 1996.
(h)Pension Costs
The Archdiocese has a contributory defined benefit pension plan which covers substantially
all its employees. It also covers the bishops and parish priests of the Archdiocese. Retirement
benefits are based on years of service and the employee�s compensation during those years of
service. Certain plan assets are held by Aetna Capital Management, Inc., Morgan Stanley &
Company, Inc. and Chase Bank and are invested in money-market interest accounts. Funding
is determined through actuarial computations as provided by an independent actuary.
(i)Use of Estimates
The consolidated financial statements of the Archdiocese prepared in accordance with gener-
ally accepted accounting principles requires the use of estimates and assumptions that affect
the reported amounts of assets and liabilities at the date of the consolidated financial state-
ments and the reported amounts of revenue and expenses during the reporting period prima-
rily in the areas of contributions receivable and accrued pension costs. Actual results could
differ from those estimates.

4. Investments
The cost and respective market values of investments owned at December 31, 1996 are as
follows:

The fair market value of the investments detailed above is determined by reference to market
quotations at December 31, 1996 except that the fair market value of the interest in the lim-
ited partnership is determined by Professional Money Managers at December 31, 1996, which
management believes approximates its fair market value. The investments are managed by
professional investment advisors and managers.

5. Contributions Receivable
Unconditional promises to give that are expected to be collected within one year are recorded
at their net realizable value. Unconditional promises to give that are expected to be collected
in future years are recorded at the present value of estimated future cash flows. The discounts
on those amounts are computed using a risk-free interest rate applicable to the year in which
the promise is received. Amortization of the discount is included in contribution revenue.
Conditional promises to give are not included as support until such time as the conditions are
substantially met.

Included in contributions receivable are the following unconditional promises to give:

Debt securities            $ 26,951,338 $26,939,497
Equity securities               23,383,326 14,042,610
Mutual funds                 1,923,158 1,728,926
Limited partnership interest                 3,227,259 2,000,000
Other                 1,888,024 1,888,024

          $  57,373,105 $46,599,057

Market Cost

Unconditional promises to give $11,592,780
Less:

Reserve for undocumented pledges 1,848,016
Unamortized discount 3,003,376
Net unconditional promises to give $6,741,388

Amounts due in:
One to five years $6,904,626
More than five years 4,688,154
Total $11,592,780
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Ï ìÝ÷ñé ðñüôéíïò Ìçôñïðïëßôçò
ÄçìçôñéÜäïò ×ñéóôüäïõëïò, 59 åôþí
åêëÝ÷èçêå áðü ôçí éåñáñ÷ßá ôçò Åêêëçóßáò
ôçò ÅëëÜäïò íÝïò Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò Áèçíþí
êáé ðÜóçò ÅëëÜäïò. ¼ôáí ç ôñßôç øçöï-
öïñßá áíÝäåéîå ôï íÝï Áñ÷éåðßóêïðï
Üíáøáí ôá öþôá êáé Þ÷çóáí ïé êáìðÜíåò
ôçò Ìçôñüðïëçò Áèçíþí.

Óôï åóùôåñéêü ôïõ íáïý ðñáãìáôï-
ðïéÞèçêáí ïé ôåëåôÝò ôïõ ìéêñïý êáé ôïõ
ìåãÜëïõ ìçíýìáôïò, äçëáäÞ ç áíáêïß-
íùóç ôïõ áðïôåëÝóìáôïò, åê ìÝñïõò ôïõ
ôïðïôçñçôÞ, Ìçôñïðïëßôç Ìåóóçíßáò,
×ñõóüóôïìïõ. Ï íÝïò Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò
åéóÞëèå óôçí áßèïõóá ôïõ Áñ÷éåðéóêï-
ðéêïý Èñüíïõ êáé óôç óõíÝ÷åéá äÝ÷ôçêå
ôá óõã÷áñçôÞñéá êáé ôïõò áóðáóìïýò
êëÞñïõ êáé ëáïý. Ôïí íÝï Áñ÷éåðßóêïðï
õðïäÝ÷ôçêå ï ðñùôïóýãêåëïò ôçò Áñ÷é-
åðéóêïðÞò Ìåëßôùí.

Ç åíèñüíéóç ôïõ íÝïõ Áñ÷éåðéóêüðïõ
åðñüêåéôï íá ãßíåé óôéò 10 ÌáÀïõ, ìåôÜ ôçí
õðïãñáöÞ ôïõ ó÷åôéêïý ðñïåäñéêïý
äéáôÜãìáôïò.

ÁìÝóùò ìåôÜ ôçí åêëïãÞ ôïõ áðü
ÄçìçôñéÜäïò êáé Áëìõñïý ×ñéóôüäïõëïõ
ùò íÝïõ Áñ÷éåðéóêüðïõ Áèçíþí êáé
ÐÜóçò ÅëëÜäïò, ï Óåâ. Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò
ÁìåñéêÞò ê. Óðõñßäùí ðñïÝâç óôçí
áêüëïõèç äÞëùóç:

«Åê ìÝñïõò üëùí ôùí Åëëçíïñèï-
äüîùí ×ñéóôéáíþí ôçò Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò ôçò
ÁìåñéêÞò, åêöñÜæù ôçí ÷áñÜ êáé ôéò ðñïò
Êýñéïí åõ÷áñéóôßåò ãéá ôçí åêëïãÞ ùò íÝïõ
Áñ÷éåðéóêüðïõ Áèçíþí êáé ÐÜóçò ÅëëÜ-
äïò, ôïõ áðü ÄçìçôñéÜäïò êáé Áëìõñïý
×ñéóôüäïõëïõ.

»Ãíùñßæù ôïí Ìçôñïðïëßôç ×ñéóôü-
äïõëï ùò Ýíá äõíáìéêü ðéóôü êáé åìðíåõ-
óìÝíï èñçóêåõôéêü çãÝôç, ï ïðïßïò èá
õðçñåôÞóåé ôïõò ðéóôïýò óôçí áãáðç-
ìÝíç ìáò ÅëëÜäá ìå ôéìÞ êáé áîéïðñÝðåéá.

»ÐñïóâëÝðù óå ìéá óôåíÞ ðñïóù-
ðéêÞ ó÷Ýóç ìå ôïí íÝï Áñ÷éåðßóêïðï êáé
åðéèõìþ íá ôïí äéáâåâáéþóù üôé ïé
ðñïóåõ÷Ýò êáé ïé åãêÜñäéåò èåñìÝò åõ÷Ýò
ôçò ÉåñÜò Åðáñ÷éáêÞò Óõíüäïõ, ôïõ
ÊëÞñïõ êáé ôùí ðéóôþí ôçò ÅëëçíéêÞò
Ïñèüäïîçò Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò ÁìåñéêÞò, ôïí
óõíïäåýïõí. ÁÎÉÏÓ!»

Áíáöåñüìåíïò óôéò ó÷Ýóåéò ìå ôï
Ïéêïõìåíéêü Ðáôñéáñ÷åßï ôüíéóå üôé åßíáé
ãéá ìáò ç ìçôÝñá åêêëçóßá, åßíáé Ýíáò
èåóìüò éåñüò êáé óåâÜóìéïò, ðñïò ôïí
ïðïßï ðÜíôïôå ðñïóâëÝðïõìå ìå áõôÜ ôá
áéóèÞìáôá, ôçò èõãáôñüò Åêêëçóßáò ðñïò
ôçí ìçôÝñá ÅëëÜäá. Áðü ôï Üëëï ìÝñïò
âëÝðïõìå üôé ôï ÖáíÜñé, ðåñíÜåé äýóêï-
ëåò þñåò. Åßíáé ïé åëåýèåñïé ðïëéïñêçìÝíïé
ôçò Êùíóôáíôéíïõðüëåùò, ïé ïðïßïé
óôçñßæïíôáé êáé áõôïß óôçí ÅëëÜäá, óôçí
ðáôñßäá.

O íÝïò Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò åîÝöñáóå ôçí
ðåðïßèçóç üôé åðß ôùí çìåñþí ôïõ èá
áðïêáôáóôáèåß ç ïìáëüôçôá óôéò ó÷Ýóåéò
ìå ôï Ïéêïõìåíéêü Ðáôñéáñ÷åßï. ¼ðùò
áíÝöåñå åß÷å Þäç ôçëåöùíéêÞ åðéêïéíùíßá
ìå ôïí Ïéêïõìåíéêü ÐáôñéÜñ÷ç êáé ôïí
äéáâåâáßùóå, ãéá ôéò ðñïèÝóåéò ôïõ.

O íÝïò Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò Áèçíþí êáé
ÐÜóçò ÅëëÜäïò, èá åðéóêåöèåß ôï óõíôï-

Ï áðü ÄçìçôñéÜäïò
×ñéóôüäïõëïò
íÝïò Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò
Áèçíþí êáé ðÜóçò ÅëëÜäïò

Åöõãå ï Êùí.
ÊáñáìáíëÞò

� óåë. 16

ÁÈÇÍÁ.� ÂáèéÜ óõãêßíçóç, ðñïêÜ-
ëåóå óôïí åëëçíéóìü êáé üëï ôïí êüóìï ï
èÜíáôïò ôïõ ôÝùò ÐñïÝäñïõ ôçò Äçìï-
êñáôßáò Êùíóôáíôßíïõ ÊáñáìáíëÞ, ðïõ
ìå ôçí 60÷ñïíç ðáñïõóßá ôïõ óôá
ðïëéôéêÜ ðñÜãìáôá, óöñÜãéóå ôç óýã-
÷ñïíç éóôïñßá ôçò ÷þñáò. Ï Ê. Êáñáìáí-
ëÞò ðÝèáíå óôéò 1:40 ôá îçìåñþìáôá ôçò
ÐÝìðôçò, 23 Áðñéëßïõ, óôï íïóïêïìåßï
�Õãåßá� üðïõ íïóçëåõüôáí åðß äÝêá
çìÝñåò. Ï èÜíáôüò ôïõ åðÞëèå áðü
áíáêïðÞ ôçò êáñäéÜò ôïõ. Áðïôåßíïíôáò
ýóôáôï öüñï ôéìÞò, ç åëëçíéêÞ êõâÝñíçóç
êÞñõîå ôñéÞìåñï åèíéêü ðÝíèïò.

Ç íåêñþóéìç áêïëïõèßá åøÜëç óôï
íáü ôçò Áãßáò ÖùôåéíÞò, óôç ÖéëïèÝç êáé
ôçò åîïäßïõ ôåëåôÞò ÷ïñïóôÜôçóå ï
Ìçôñïðïëßôçò Óåññþí ê. ÌÜîéìïò. ÅôÜöç
óôïí ðåñßâïëï ôïõ Éäñýìáôïò �Ê.Êáñá-
ìáíëÞò�, óå óôåíü ïéêïãåíåéáêü êýêëï,
óýìöùíá ìå ôçí åðéèõìßá ôïõ. Áêüìç,
áßôçìá ôïõ Êùíóôáíôßíïõ ÊáñáìáíëÞ �
ðïõ éêáíïðïéÞèçêå êáôÜ ãñÜììá áðü ôá
ïéêåßá ôïõ ðñüóùðá� Þôáí íá ìçí
åêöùíçèïýí åðéêÞäåéïé êáé íá ìçí áðïäï-
èïýí éäéáßôåñåò ôéìÝò.

Ï Óåâ. Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò ÁìåñéêÞò ê.
Óðõñßäùí, ìüëéò ðëçñïöïñÞèçêå ôïí
èÜíáôï ôïõ ðáëáßìá÷ïõ Åëëçíá ðïëéôé-
êïý, ðñïÝâç óôçí áêüëïõèç äÞëùóç:

«ÅìðíåõóìÝíïò çãÝôçò êáé ðáëáß-
ìá÷ïò áãùíéóôÞò óôçí ðïëéôéêÞ êïíßóôñá
ôçò ãåíÝôåéñáò, ï Êùíóôáíôßíïò Êáñá-
ìáíëÞò óçìÜäåøå ôéò åîåëßîåéò óôçí
ÅëëÜäá åðß óåéñÜ äåêáåôéþí. Ç ÏìïãÝíåéá
èñçíåß ôïí èÜíáôü ôïõ êáé ïëüèåñìá
áíáãíùñßæåé ôï åýñïò ôçò ðñïóùðé-
êüôçôÜò ôïõ êáé ôç óõìâïëÞ ôïõ óå óåéñÜ
ïëüêëçñç åîåëßîåùí ðïõ áíáìüñöùóáí
êáé åíßó÷õóáí ôïõò äçìïêñáôéêïýò èåó-
ìïýò êáé ôçí äéåèíÞ õðüóôáóç ôçò ÷þñáò.
Ç åèíéêÞ ôïõ ðñïóöïñÜ êáé ç ðïëéôéêÞ ôïõ
ðáñáêáôáèÞêç ðñÝðåé íá áðïôåëÝóïõí
ãíþìïíá óõíåßäçóçò êáé åõèýíçò êáé
äéá÷ñïíéêÞ êëçñïíïìéÜ ãéá ôïí áðáíôá÷ïý
Åëëçíéóìü».

¸íáò áðü ôïõò ìåãáëýôåñïõò ðïëéôé-
êïýò çãÝôåò ôçò ÅëëÜäáò, óçìÜäåøå ìå ôçí
ðáñïõóßá ôïõ ôïí 20ï áéþíá. Äýï öïñÝò
Ðñüåäñïò ôçò Äçìïêñáôßáò, ðÝíôå öïñÝò
ðñùèõðïõñãüò, äÝêá öïñÝò õðïõñãüò êáé
äþäåêá öïñÝò âïõëåõôÞò. Ìßá ðïëõó÷éäÞò
ðñïóùðéêüôçôá ðïõ óçìáôïäüôçóå ôï
ëåãüìåíï óõíôçñçôéêü ÷þñï. ¹ôáí ï
Üíèñùðïò ðïõ êáèéÝñùóå ôï ðñþôï
Óýíôáãìá ôçò ÷þñáò ìåôÜ ôçí ðôþóç ôçò
äéêôáôïñßáò êáé ïäÞãçóå ôçí ÅëëÜäá óôïõò
êüëðïõò ôçò ÅõñùðáúêÞò ¸íùóçò.

Ï Êùíóôáíôßíïò ÊáñáìáíëÞò Þôáí ìéá
áðü ôéò êïñõöáßåò ðïëéôéêÝò ðñïóù-
ðéêüôçôåò ôçò ÅëëÜäáò, ìåôÜ ôïí Â  ́Ðáãêü-
óìéï Ðüëåìï. Ðñùèõðïõñãüò áðü ôïí
Ïêôþâñéï ôïõ 1955 Ýùò ôïí ÍïÝìâñéï ôïõ
1963 êáé áðü ôïí Éïýëéï ôïõ 1974 Ýùò ôïí
ÌÜéï ôïõ 1980. ÄéåôÝëåóå äõï öïñÝò
ðñüåäñïò ôçò ÅëëçíéêÞò Äçìïêñáôßáò. Ôçí
ðñþôç öïñÜ áðü ôïí ÌÜéï ôïõ 1980 Ýùò
ôïí ÌÜéï ôïõ 1985, ïðüôå êáé ôïí äéáäÝ÷èçêå
ï ×ñÞóôïò ÓáñôæåôÜêçò êáé ôçí äåýôåñç áðü
ôïí ÌÜéï ôïõ 1990 Ýùò ôïí ÌÜéï ôïõ 1995.

ÃåííÞèçêå óôï ÷ùñéü Ðñþôç ôïõ
íïìïý Óåññþí óôéò 23 Öåâñïõáñßïõ 1907.
Áñ÷éêÜ Ýãéíå äéêçãüñïò êáé Üóêçóå ôï
åðÜããåëìÜ ôïõ óôéò ÓÝññåò. ÅéóÞëèå óôçí
ðïëéôéêÞ ôï 1935, ïðüôå êáé åîåëÝãç
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ÍÅÁ ÕÏÑÊÇ�ÈÝôïíôáò ôÝñìá óå ìéá
ìáêñï÷ñüíéá äéÜóðáóç ôçò Åëëçíïñ-
èüäïîçò Êïéíüôçôáò óôéò ÇíùìÝíåò
Ðïëéôåßåò, ç ÌïíÞ ôçò Ïóßáò ÅéñÞíçò
×ñõóïâáëÜíôïõ óôçí Áóôüñéá ôçò ÍÝáò
Õüñêçò�üðùò ãñÜøáìå êáé óôï ðñï-
çãïýìåíï ôåý÷ïò�áíáãíùñßóôçêå áðü
ôçí ÉåñÜ Óýíïäï ôïõ Ïéêïõìåíéêïý
Ðáôñéáñ÷åßïõ ùò ÓôáõñïðçãéáêÞ êáé ïé
äýï ÉåñÜñ÷åò ôçò åðáíÞëèáí óôïõò
êüëðïõò ôçò ÌçôÝñáò Åêêëçóßáò, äçìé-
ïõñãþíôáò ðñïçãïýìåíï ðñïò ìßìçóç êáé
ãéá Üëëïõò.

Óå ìéá êáôáíõêôéêÞ êáé óõãêéíçôéêÞ
áôìüóöáéñá ôçí ÊõñéáêÞ, 3 ÌáÀïõ 1998,
óôçí åêêëçóßá ôçò Ïóßáò ÅéñÞíçò ×ñõóï-
âáëÜíôïõ Ýãéíå êáé ç åíèñüíéóç ôïõ
ÇãïõìÝíïõ ôçò ÌïíÞò, ÐáíéåñïôÜôïõ
Ìçôñïðïëßôç ÔõÜíùí ê. Ðáúóßïõ ìå
áíáðëçñùôÞ ôïõ ôïí ÈåïöéëÝóôáôï
Åðßóêïðï ê. ÂéêÝíôéï.

Óôçí ôåëåôÞ åíèñüíéóçò ôïõ Çãïõ-
ìÝíïõ ê. Ðáúóßïõ, ðñïÝóôç ï Óåâ. Áñ÷éåðß-

Óôçí åíèñüíéóç ôïõ Ðáíéåñ. Ìçôñïðïëßôç ÔõÜíùí ê. Ðáúóßïõ ùò Çãïýìåíï ôçò
Ðáôñéáñ÷éêÞò êáé ÓôáõñïðçãéáêÞò ÌïíÞò ôçò Ïóßáò ÅéñÞíçò ×ñõóïâáëÜíôïõ, ðñïÝóôç
ï Óåâ. Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò ÁìåñéêÞò ê. Óðõñßäùí (åðÜíù), ôïí ïðïßï êáôÜ ôçí ÜöéîÞ ôïõ
õðïäÝ÷èçêå ìå åíèïõóéáóìü êáé åðåõöçìßåò ìåãÜëïò áñéèìüò ðéóôþí (êÜôù).

óêïðïò ÁìåñéêÞò ê. Óðõñßäùí, êáé ìåôÜ
ôçí ôåëåôÞ áêïëïýèçóå äåîßùóç óôçí
ïðïßá ðáñåõñÝèçóáí åêáôïíôÜäåò Üôï-
ìá. ÁíÜìåóÜ ôïõò, ï Óåâáóìéüôáôïò
Ìçôñïðïëßôçò ÓáñÜíôá Åêêëçóéþí ê.
Óßëáò, ï Ìçôñïðïëßôçò ôçò ÂïõëãáñéêÞò
Ïñèüäïîçò Åêêëçóßáò ê. ÉùóÞö êáé
äéáêåêñéìÝíåò ðñïóùðéêüôçôåò.

Óôçí ðñïóöþíçóÞ ôïõ, ï Áñ÷éåðß-
óêïðïò Óðõñßäùí áíáöÝñèçêå óôçí
áðüöáóç ôïõ Ïéêïõìåíéêïý Ðáôñéáñ-
÷åßïõ íá äå÷èåß óôïõò êüëðïõò ôïõ ôïõò
Ðáëáéïçìåñïëïãßôåò, ç ïðïßá ðñïîÝíçóå
óôïí ßäéï ÷áñÜ êáé óõãêßíçóç.

«Åêðëçñïýíôåò ôçí óåðôÞí ôáýôçí
åíôïëÞí ôçò Ìçôñüò Åêêëçóßáò, åßðå,
öõóéêüí ôõã÷Üíåé üðùò äïêéìÜæùìåí
÷áñÜí ìåãÜëçí êáé óõãêßíçóéí üíôùò
áðåñßãñáðôïí. Ôïýôï äå êáèüôé ç óçìå-
ñéíÞ ðáíçãõñéêÞ åêäÞëùóéò áðïôåëåß ôçí
åõôõ÷Þ êáé åõëïãçìÝíçí êáôáêëåßäá
óåéñÜò üëçò óðïõäáßùí ãåãïíüôùí, åö ïßò
ðÜóá ÷ñéóôéáíéêÞ øõ÷Þ äýíáôáé ìüíïí ßíá
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Ï ê. Ãåþñãéïò Ó. ÌðåìðÞò åßíáé êáèçãçôÞò
Ðáôñïëïãßáò,óôçí ÈåïëïãéêÞ Ó÷ïëÞ ôïõ Ôéìßïõ
Óôáõñïý, ôçò É. Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò ÁìåñéêÞò.

Ç  ÐÁÍÅÍÄÏÎÏÓ ÁÍÁËÇØÇ ÔÏÕ ÊÕÑÉÏÕ

ôïõ êáè. Ãåùñãßïõ ÌðåìðÞ

Ì å áõôÜ ôá áðëÜ áëëÜ óõãêëïíéóôéêÜ
ëüãéá ï éåñüò õìíùäüò ôçò Åêêëçóßáò
õðåéóÝñ÷åôáé, áìÝóùò, åéò ôï íüçìá êáé

ôçí éóôïñéêÞ áîéïëüãçóç ôçò éåñÜò êáé ðáíåíäüîïõ
ÁíáëÞøåùò ôïõ Êõñßïõ.

ÐñÜãìáôé, ï Êýñéïò áíåëÞöèç óôïõò ïõñáíïýò
óáñÜíôá çìÝñåò ìåôÜ ôçí ëáìðñïöüñï ÁíÜóôáóç
Ôïõ, ãéá íá óôåßëåé, ðëïýóéï áõôü ôïýôï ôï ÐáíÜãéï
Ðíåýìá, ôï Ôñßôï Ðñüóùðï ôçò Áãßáò ÔñéÜäïò.

«Ï Êýñéïò áíåëÞöèç åéò ïõñáíïýò, ßíá ðÝìøç ôïí ÐáñÜêëçôïí ôù êüóìù...»

«¢ñáôå Ðýëáò» öùíÜæåé íéêçöüñá, ï éåñüò
ðïéçôÞò, áíïßîáôå, äçëáäÞ ôéò èýñåò êáé ÷åéñï-
êñïôÞóáôå üëá ôá Ýèíç, äéüôé ï ×ñéóôüò áíÞëèå óôïõò
ïõñáíïýò, óôá ïõñÜíéá äþìáôá, áðü ôá ïðïßá
êáôÞëèå óôïí êüóìï ãéá ôç óùôçñßá ôïõ áíèñþðéíïõ
ãÝíïõò. Êáé ìáò ðñïåéäïðïéåß, ôáõôü÷ñïíá, üôé ìå
ôçí ßäéá äüîá êáé ìå ßäéá ðÜìöùôç íåöÝëç ôçò
èåüôçôáò èá Ýëèåé êáôÜ ôç ÄåõôÝñá Ðáñïõóßá Ôïõ,
ãéá íá êñßíåé æþíôáò êáé íåêñïýò. Ãé�áõôü ï éåñüò
óõããñáöÝò ìáò ðëçñïöïñåß, üôé êáé ïé Üããåëïé êáé
ôá ×åñïõâåßì åîåðëÜãçóáí ìå ôçí Üíïäï ôïõ Êõñßïõ,
ðïõ åðáíÞñ÷åôï ðëÝïí åéò ôçí äåîéÜ ôïõ Èñüíïõ
ôïõ Èåïý ÐáôÝñá.

¸ôóé, «ï âáóéëåýò ôçò äüîáò» èá êáôáðÝìøåé
ôï ¢ãéï Ðíåýìá, ðïõ ðñïÝñ÷åôáé áðü ôïí ÐáôÝñá,
ãéá íá åãêáèéäñýóåé ôçí ÐáíÜ÷ñáíôç êáé ÐáíÜãéá
Åêêëçóßá Ôïõ.

Í á, ëïéðüí, ðþò ðåñéãñÜöåé ï óõããñáöÝáò
ôïõ Ðåíôçêïóôáñßïõ (ôïõ âéâëßïõ, äçëáäÞ
ðïõ ðåñéÝ÷åé ôéò Áêïëïõèßåò áðü ôï ÐÜó÷á

Ýùò ÐåíôçêïóôÞ) ôá ãåãïíüôá ôçò ÁíÜëçøçò ôïõ
×ñéóôïý:

«ÁíåëÞöèçêåò ìÝóá óôç äüîá Óïõ åéò ôï üñïò
ôùí Åëáéþí ×ñéóôÝ êáé ÈåÝ ìáò. Êáé áíåëÞöèçò
åíþðéïí ôùí ìáèçôþí êáé åêÜèçóåò åê äåîéþí ôïõ
ÐáôÝñá Óïõ, ï Ïðïßïò ìå ôçí Èåüôçôá ãåìßæåé üëïí
ôïí êüóìïí. Êáé ôÝëïò Ýóôåéëåò óôïõò ìáèçôÜò Óïõ
ôï Ðíåýìá ôï ¢ãéïí ðïõ öùôßæåé, óôçñßæåé êáé áãéÜæåé
ôáò øõ÷Üò ìáò».

Ï Üãéïò Ãñçãüñéïò ï Íýóóçò, óôç óýíôïìç ïìéëßá
ôïõ ðïõ åîåöþíçóå êáôÜ ôçí åïñôÞ ôçò ÁíÜëçøçò
ëÝãåé îåêÜèáñá, üôé ï ×ñéóôüò ùò Âáóéëåýò ôçò äüîçò
Þëèå óôïí êüóìïí áõôü ãéá ôçí óùôçñßá ìáò êáé
åðáíÞëèå óôïõò ïõñáíïýò ðïõ åßíáé ç áéþíéá
êáôïéêßá ôïõ. Ãé� áõôü, ç ÁíÜëçøç ôïõ Êõñßïõ Ý÷åé

êáé ìéá Üëëç äéÜóôáóç, ôçí åó÷áôïëïãéêÞ. Ôï
êÜèéóìá, äçëáäÞ ï åéäéêüò ýìíïò ôçò Áêïëïõèßáò ôçò
ÁíÜëçøçò, ìáò ëÝãåé üôé ï Êýñéïò áíáìÝíåé ôï ôÝëïò
ôïõ êüóìïõ, ãéá íá êñßíåé ôïí êüóìï, óáí ðñáã-
ìáôéêüò «Äéêáéïêñßôçò» ðïõ åßíáé.

Óôçí ðñïêåéìÝíç ðåñßðôùóç, ï ðåñßöçìïò
Ñþóïò Èåïëüãïò ÊáèçãçôÞò Ðáýëïò Åõäïêßìïö
ãñÜöåé ôá åîÞò: «Ç ÁíÜëçøç ðñïûðïèÝôåé ôçí
Ðáñïõóßá. Ï ×ñéóôüò åßíáé ï ßäéïò, áëëÜ ÷ùñßò ôç
êÝíùóç. Åßíáé ç áóôñáðïâüëá öáíÝñùóç ìÝóá óôç
äüîá ôïõ, ïëïöÜíåñç ãéá üëïõò. Êáíåßò ðéá äåí èá
ìðïñåß íá ìçí ôïí ãíùñßæåé. Ç ÝëåõóÞ ôïõ öÝñåé Þäç
ôçí Üìåóç êñßóç ó� üëïõò åêåßíïõò ðïõ áìöéâÜëëïõí,
ç èÝá ôïõ üìùò ðñïûðïèÝôåé ôçí áëëáãÞ ôçò
öýóåùò ôïõ áíèñþðïõ. . .» (Ç Ïñèïäïîßá, ó.443).

Á ëëÜ ðÝñá áðü ôçí åó÷áôïëïãéêÞ Üðïøç.
Ãé� áõôü êáé ï Üãéïò ÅðéöÜíéïò (4ïò
áéþíáò), óôçí ôÝôáñôç ïìéëßá ôïõ ãñÜöåé,

üôé äéÜ ôçò ÁíÜëçøçò ôïõ Êõñßïõ Ýóâçóå óáí êáðíüò
ç áìáñôßá êáé ðñïóèÝôåé ôï ÐåíôçêïóôÜñéï:

«Ï ×ñéóôüò åóÞêùóå ìáæß Ôïõ ôçí äéÜ ôçò
áìáñôßáò íåêñùèåßóáí öýóéí ìáò êáé ôçí Ýöåñå
ìðñïóôÜ óôïí Èåüí ÐáôÝñá. Áêüìç äå, üôáí
êáôÞëèå ï Êýñéïò åéò ôçí ãçí êáôÞñãçóå ôïí ÓáôáíÜ
êáé üôáí áíÞëèå óôïõò ïõñáíïýò áíýøùóå ìáæß Ôïõ
ôïí Üíèñùðï». Êáé óå ìéá åðéãñáììáôéêÞ ðåñßëçøç
ï éåñüò óõããñáöÝáò áíáêåöáëáéþíåé üëç ôç
óùôçñéïëïãéêÞ ìáñôõñßá ôçò ÁíÜëçøçò:

«ÅãåííÞèçò ùò åóý Þèåëåò. Åöáíåñþèçêåò óôïí
êüóìïí üðùò åóý åðÝëåîåò. ̧ ðáèåò êáôÜ ôçí óÜñêá,
óõ ðïõ åßóáé ï Èåüò ìáò. ÁëëÜ áíÝóôçò åê íåêñþí,
êáôáðáôÞóáò ôïí èÜíáôïí. ÁíåëÞöèçò åí äüîç, åóý
ðïõ ðëçñïßò ôá ðÜíôá. Êáé áðÝóôåéëåò óå ìáò ôï
¢ãéïí Ðíåýìá, ïýôùò þóôå íá áíõìíïýìå êáé
äïîÜæùìå ôçí èåüôçôá óïõ.»

ÁëëÜ êáé óå êÜèå Èåßá Ëåéôïõñãßá áíáöåñü-
ìáóôå óôçí ÁíÜëçøç ôïõ Êõñßïõ êáé êÜèå Åõ÷áñé-
óôçñéáêÞ óýíáîç, ìáò õðåíèõìßæåé ôïí ÁíáëçöèÝíôá
×ñéóôü. Êáé Ôïí ðáñáêáëïýìå íá ìç ìáò îå÷Üóåé, íá
ìç ìáò áöÞóåé ïñöáíïýò, áëëÜ íá ìç öÝñåé,
áäéÜêïðá êáé áóôáìÜôçôá ôçí åéñÞíç Ôïõ êáé ôçí
Öéëáíèñùðßá Ôïõ.

M Ýóá óôçí ÁíáóôÜóéìç áõôÞ ðåñßïäï, ìå ôéò
áðáñÜìéëëåò éäéáéôåñüôçôÝò ôçò, Þñèå êáé ç
ðñïóùðéêÞ áíÜóôáóç êáé çìþí, ôùí
«ðáëáéïçìåñïëïãéôþí» ôçò ÁìåñéêÞò, åîáãï-

ñáóìÝíïé áðü ôçí áãáðçôéêÞ èõóßá êáé ðñïóöïñÜ ôïõ
ìåãÜëïõ óôáõñïöüñïõ êáé óôáõñùìÝíïõ ôçò Ïñèï-
äïîßáò, ôïõ Ïéêïõìåíéêïý ìáò Ðáôñéáñ÷åßïõ.

Áóõëëüãéóôá êáé ìåéò, ðïõ áêïýìå óô� üíïìá
ðáëáéïçìåñïëïãßôåò, ãéá ÷ñüíéá óôáèÞêáìå óõíåñãïß ôùí
ðïëëþí êáé ðïéêéëþíõìùí óôáõñùôþí ôïõ áêôéíï-
âïëïýíôïò Ïñèïäïîßá êáß Ïñèïðñáîßá Öáíáñßïõ. Ç
ðñïêáôÜëçøç êáé ôá åðéôçäåõìÝíá óõíèÞìáôá, äåí
Üöçíáí, óáí Üëëá ìåëáíÜ íåöþìáôá, íá áíáãíùñßóïõìå
ôçí áãáðçôéêÞ êáß ìçôñéêÞ äüîá êáß èõóßá ôïõ Óåðôïý
ÊÝíôñïõ ôçò Ïñèïäïîßáò.

Âáñèïëïìáßï, ìå ôçí Ýìðíåõóç êáé äõíáìéêüôçôá ôïõ
ïðïßïõ Ý÷åé óÞìåñá êáé ðñüóùðï êáé öùíÞ ôï, ìÝ÷ñé
ðñüôéíïò èáðôüìåíï, Ïéêïõìåíéêü ìáò Ðáôñéáñ÷åßï.

Ìå ðåñéóóÞ åëðßäá ãéá ôç óùóôÞ êáé êáíïíéêÞ
áðïêáôÜóôáóÞ ìáò, æÞóáìå ôéò ðñïëáâïýóåò çìÝñåò
«óôáò áõëÜò ôïõ Êõñßïõ» áíÜìåóá óå áãßïõò êáé
äéáêåêñéìÝíïõò Áñ÷éåñåßò, ðïý äéáêñßíïíôáé ãéá ãíþóç
êáé ðåßñá, óõíåßäçóç êáé åõèýíç. Íáé, «óôáò áõëÜò ôïõ
Êõñßïõ» óôü Ïéêïõìåíéêü ìáò Ðáôñéáñ÷åßï, åêåß ðïõ
èåñáðåýïíôáé êáé ðëçñïýíôáé ôá «åëëåßðïíôá». Åêåß ðïõ
éêáíïðïéåßôáé êáé ðõñãþíåôáé ç áëÞèåéá ôçò Ïñèïäïîßáò.
Åêåß ðÞñáìå ôç èåñáðåõôéêÞ ìáò áãùãÞ, ãéá ôçí ðëÞñç
êáé õãéÞ áðïêáôÜóôáóÞ ìáò, ÷ùñßò ðáñáâéÜóåéò êáé
õðåñâÜóåéò, ÷ùñßò åãùéóìïýò êáé ðÜèïò, ÷ùñßò
êáôáóôñáôÞãçóç ôùí êáíüíùí êáé ðáñáâßáóç ôùí
åóêáììÝíùí. Åêåß ÷ôýðçóå üóï ðéï ãëõêüç÷á ç êáìðÜíá
ôçò áíÜóôáóÞò ìáò, ðïõ �ñèå áíôÜìá ìå ôçí ðåñßëáìðñç
áíÜóôáóç ôïõ ÄïìÞôïñïò ôçò Åêêëçóßáò. Åêåß, óôï
óôáõñùìÝíï ÖáíÜñé, áêôéíïâüëçóå óáí áíáóôÜóéìï
âåããáëéêü, Üëëç ìéá íßêç ôçò Åêêëçóßáò åíÜíôéá óôïí
áññùóôçìÝíï ðáëáéïçìåñïëïãßôéêï öáíáôéóìü, ðïõ
óêéáìá÷åß âëÝðïíôáò êáé óõëëáìâÜíïíôáò öáíôáóôéêïýò
ðñïäüôåò êáß õðïôéèÝìåíåò ðñïäïóßåò. Åêåß, óôï
ÈåÜíáöôï ÖáíÜñé, óáí ðñïïßìéï ôçò ãéïñôáæüìåíçò
ÁíÜóôáóçò ôïõ Êõñßïõ, ãñÜöôçêå Ýíá Ýðïò, ðïõ èá
ôñáíôÜæåé óõèÝìåëá óôï åîÞò, êÜèå ìá÷üìåíç ôçí áëÞèåéá
ôçò ðßóôåùò ðáñÜôáîç áóåâþí «æçëùôþí», ðïõ
èåëçìÝíá ðåñéöñïíïýí ôïí «óôýëï êáé ôï åäñáßùìá» ôçò
Åêêëçóßáò, ôïí Ïéêïõìåíéêü Èñüíï.

Èáýìá, èáõìÜôùí ç ÁíÜóôáóç ôïõ Êõñßïõ!  ¼÷é
ëéãüôåñï èáýìá êáé ç áíÜóôáóç ìéáò ìåñßäáò Ïñèïäüîùí,
áðïêïììÝíùí áð� ôï äÝíôñï ôçò æùÞò, ôç ÌçôÝñá
ÌåãÜëç ôïõ ×ñéóôïý Åêêëçóßá.

Íáé, èáýìá ç áðïêáôÜóôáóÞ ìáò, íüìéìá êáé
êáíïíéêÜ, óôï üëï Óþìá ôçò Ìçôñüò Åêêëçóßáò!

Êáé ôï èáýìá áõôü óçìáôïäïôåß åðéóôñïöÞ «åðß ôáò
ðçãÜò», üëùí åêåßíùí, ðïõ ðáèéáóìÝíá êáé áññùóôç-
ìÝíá äéáâáßíïõí ôïí êáêïôñÜ÷áëï äñüìï ôçò Üñíçóçò
ãéÜ æùÞ êáé óùôçñßá. Ôï èáýìá áõôü ðïõ æïýìå ôïýôåò
ôéò ìÝñåò, ðïõ Üëëïôå ìïéÜæåé ìå åíýðíéï êáé Üëëïôå ìå
ìéÜ áðüìáêñç ðñáãìáôéêüôçôá, åßíáé ç ÷åéñïðéáóôÞ
óýã÷ñïíç âïþóá ðñáãìáôéêüôçôá, ðïõ, õðåñöáëáã-
ãßæïíôáò êÜèå Üëëç êñáõãáëÝá öùíÞ, äïíåß ôïõò áéèÝñåò,
ãéÜ íá �âñåé áðÞ÷çóç åêåß ìáêñéÜ óôá âëïãçìÝíá ÷þìáôá
ôçò áãéïôüêïõ Ðáôñßäáò, üðïõ åäñÜæåé ç ðëÜíç ôïõ
öáíáôéóìÝíïõ ðáëáéïçìåñïëïãéôéóìïý, ãéÜ í� áíáóôÞóåé,
óáí Üëëïò ÉåæåêéÞë (37, 1-10) ôï ÃÏ×éêü íåêñïôáöåßï êáé
íá ëÜìøåé, üðùò åäþ, êé åêåß ô� á÷ôéíïâüëï áíáóôÜóéìï
öùò ôïõ Ýíäïîïõ Öáíáñßïõ.

Êáé ôþñá, êáèçìåñéíü ãéá ìáò âßùìá ôïõ èáýìáôïò
áõôïý, óçìáßíåé �ïðùóäÞðïôå� õðáêïÞ êáé ðåéèáñ÷ßá
óôá êåëåýóìáôá ôçò Ìçôñüò ÌåãÜëçò ôïõ ×ñéóôïý
Åêêëçóßáò, áðüëõôï óåâáóìü óôïí Èåïöñïýñçôï êáé
öñõêôùñïýíôá ðñïêáèÞìåíï ôçò ÏéêïõìåíéêÞò Ïñèïäï-
îßáò ôïí Ðáíáãéüôáôï Ïéêïõìåíéêü ìáò ÐáôñéÜñ÷ç ê.
Âáñèïëïìáßï, êáé áãáóôÞ óõíåñãáóßá ìå ôïí ðáíÜîéï
ÇãÝôç ôçò Åêêëçóßáò ôçò ÁìåñéêÞò ê. Óðõñßäùíá, ðïõ
óáí ãéãáíôéáßïò ðñïâïëÝáò öþôéóå ôïí äñüìï ìáò, ãéá
íá ðïñåõèïýìå áðñüóêïðôá, åõ÷åñÝóôáôá êáß åõðñü-
óùðá óôçí èåñìïõñãÞ áãêÜëç ôçò Ìçôñüò Åêêëçóßáò
êáé íá ôñåöüìáóôå ôïõ ëïéðïý áðü ôï «ëïãéêüí Üäïëïí
ãÜëá» Ôçò, óå áíôéðåñéóðáóìü ôçò ðñüôåñçò ðíåõìá-
ôéêÞò êáß ÅêêëçóéáóôéêÞò ìáò êá÷åîßáò êáé áíáðçñßáò.

Ç åõ÷Þ, ëïéðüí, üëùí ôùí æùíôáíþí Ïñèïäüîùí
áò Ý÷åé óáí áíôéêåßìåíü ôçò ôçí éóüâéá âßùóç ôïõ
èáýìáôïò áõôïý áðü ìáò ôá «íåüöõôá» ôçò Åêêëçóßáò.

âïõëåõôÞò ôïõ Ëáúêïý Êüììáôïò óôéò ÓÝññåò. Åðáíåê-
ëÝ÷èçêå âïõëåõôÞò ôï 1936. Óôç äéÜñêåéá ôçò äéêôáôïñßáò
ôïõ ÌåôáîÜ êáé ôçò Êáôï÷Þò åß÷å áðïóõñèåß áðü ôçí
ðïëéôéêÞ. ÌåôÜ ôçí áðåëåõèÝñùóç åéóÞëèå åê íÝïõ óôïí
óôßâï ôçò ðïëéôéêÞò. Óôéò åêëïãÝò ôïõ 1946 êáé ôïõ 1950
Ýãéíå âïõëåõôÞò Óåññþí ìå ôï Ëáúêü Êüììá. ¼ôáí
äçìéïýñãçóå ï ÐáðÜãïò ôïí �Åëëçíéêü Óõíáãåñìü�
áðï÷þñçóå áðü ôïõò Ëáúêïýò êáé ðñïó÷þñçóå óôïí
�Åëëçíéêü Óõíáãåñìü� ìå ôç óçìáßá ôïõ ïðïßïõ åîåëÝãç
âïõëåõôÞò Óåññþí ôï 1951 êáé 1952.

Óôï äéÜóôçìá 1946-1952 ÷ñçìÜôéóå ðïëëÝò öïñÝò
õðïõñãüò. Ãéá ðñþôç öïñÜ åß÷å ïñêéóôåß õðïõñãüò
Åñãáóßáò óôçí êõâÝñíçóç Ê. ÔóáëäÜñç óôéò 24 Íïåìâñßïõ
1946 ìÝ÷ñé ôá ôÝëç Öåâñïõáñßïõ 1947. Ôï 1948 Ýãéíå
õðïõñãüò Ìåôáöïñþí óôçí êõâÝñíçóç ÈåìéóôïêëÞ
Óïöïýëç êáé óôç óõíÝ÷åéá õðïõñãüò ÊïéíùíéêÞò Ðñïíïßáò
ìÝ÷ñé ôïí ÉáíïõÜñéï ôïõ 1950. Óôï äéÜóôçìá Éáíïõáñßïõ-
Íïåìâñßïõ 1950 êñÜôçóå ôï õðïõñãåßï ÅèíéêÞò Áìýíçò
óôçí êõâÝñíçóç ôïõ ÓïöïêëÞ ÂåíéæÝëïõ. Óôçí êõâÝñíçóç
ÁëÝîáíäñïõ ÐáðÜãïõ Þôáí õðïõñãüò äçìïóßùí Ýñãùí.

Ôï 1955 ÷ñßóôçêå áðü ôïí ôüôå âáóéëÝá Ðáýëï
ðñùèõðïõñãüò óå áíôéêáôÜóôáóç ôïõ åôïéìïèÜíáôïõ
ÐáðÜãïõ. ÌÝóá óå ôÝóóåñéò ìÞíåò ßäñõóå ôçí <ÅèíéêÞ
ÑéæïóðáóôéêÞ ¸íùóç>, óôçí ïðïßá ðñïó÷þñçóáí 190
âïõëåõôÝò. Ùò áñ÷çãüò ôçò ÅÑÅ êÝñäéóå ôñåéò öïñÝò ôéò
åêëïãÝò ôï 1956, ôï 1958, ôï 1961 êáé ðáñÝìåéíå
ðñùèõðïõñãüò ìÝ÷ñé ôïí ÍïÝìâñéï ôïõ 1963. Óôéò åêëïãÝò
ôçò 3çò Íïåìâñßïõ 1963 ç ÅÑÅ ìåôÜ êáé ôéò åíáíôßïí ôçò
êáôáããåëßåò ãéá ôçí õðüèåóç äïëïöïíßáò ôïõ âïõëåõôÞ ôçò
ÁñéóôåñÜò Ãñçãüñç ËáìðñÜêç, çôôÞèçêå áðü ôçí <¸íùóç
ÊÝíôñïõ> ôïõ Ãåùñãßïõ ÐáðáíäñÝïõ. Ôüôå ï ÊáñáìáíëÞò
ðáñáéôÞèçêå áðü ôçí çãåóßá ôçò ÅÑÅ êáé Ýöõãå óôï Ðáñßóé,
üðïõ éäéþôåõóå ìÝ÷ñé ôç Ìåôáðïëßôåõóç.

Ãýñéóå óôçí ÅëëÜäá ôïí Éïýëéï ôïõ 1974 ìåôÜ ôçí
êáôÜññåõóç ôçò äéêôáôïñßáò êáé ó÷çìÜôéóå ùò ðñùèõ-
ðïõñãüò ôçí êõâÝñíçóç ÅèíéêÞò Åíüôçôáò. Óôéò åêëïãÝò
ôïõ Íïåìâñßïõ ôïõ 1974 ôï êüììá ôïõ, ç ÍÝá Äçìïêñá-
ôßá, áíáäåß÷èçêå ðñþôï êüììá ìå 54% êáé óôéò åðüìåíåò
ôïõ 1978 ìå 41%. Áðü ôá ðñþôá âÞìáôá ôïõ ÊáñáìáíëÞ
ìåôÜ ôç Ìåôáðïëßôåõóç Þôáí ç íïìéìïðïßçóç ôïõ ÊÊÅ
êáé ç áðüäïóç ôçò åëëçíéêÞò éèáãÝíåéáò óå ÷éëéÜäåò
ðïëéôéêïýò ðñüóöõãåò ðïõ åðÝóôñåøáí óôçí ðáôñßäá
êáé ç ðñïóÝããéóç ìå ôá ðåñéóóüôåñá âáëêáíéêÜ êñÜôç.
Óôï äéÜóôçìá 1975-1978 ï ÊáñáìáíëÞò åðéóêÝöèçêå
ðñïóùðéêÜ üëá ôá êñÜôç ôïõ ôüôå áíáôïëéêïý
óõíáóðéóìïý, åíþ ôï 1979 åðéóêÝöèçêå ôïí Ïêôþâñéï
ôç ÓïâéåôéêÞ ̧ íùóç êáé ôïí ÍïÝìâñéï ôçí Êßíá. Ðáñüìïéá
áíïßãìáôá Ýêáíå êáé ðñïò ôïí áñáâéêü êüóìï.

¼ìùò ôá óçìáíôéêüôåñá åðéôåýãìáôá ôùí êõâåñíÞ-
óåùí ÊáñáìáíëÞ Þôáí ç åßóïäïò ôçò ÅëëÜäáò óôçí
ÅõñùðáúêÞ ÏéêïíïìéêÞ Êïéíüôçôá ðïõ åðéôåý÷èç ôïí
ÌÜéï ôïõ 1979 êáé ç åðáíÝíôáîç óôï ÍÁÔÏ ðïõ
ïëïêëçñþèçêå ôïí Ïêôþâñéï ôïõ 1980.

Ôïõ Ðáíéåñüôáôïõ
Ìçôñïðïëßôç ÔõÜíùí ê. Ðáúóßïõ

Ïôáí ðõñãþíåôáé ç áëÞèåéá ôçò Ïñèïäïîßáò

Ï ïýñéïò üìùò Üíåìïò, ðïõ Ýðíåõóå óôçí ìåãÜëç
áõôÞ ÷þñá êáé ôçí ôïðéêÞ ìáò Åêêëçóßá, ìå ôçí áíÜññçóç
óôïí Áñ÷éåðéóêïðéêü èñüíï ôïõ êáôÜ ðÜíôá Üîéïõ
ïéáêïóôñüöïõ êáß çãåôéêïý áíäñüò, ôïõ Óåâ. ê.
Óðõñßäùíïò, áðåìÜêñõíå ôá íÝöç ôùí ðñïêáôáëÞøåùí
êáé êÜôù áðü ôïí êáèÜñéï ïõñáíü ôïõ óôï÷áóìïý,
äéáâëÝøáìå ôç óôÝñçóç ôçò æåßäùñçò áãÜðçò ôçò
Ìçôñüò ÌåãÜëçò ôïõ ×ñéóôïý Åêêëçóßáò, óôïõò
ìáñáìÝíïõò êüëðïõò ôïõ öèßíïíôïò ðáëáéïçìå-
ñïëïãéôéóìïý.

Óôïí ðïëëáðëü ðñïâëçìáôéóìü ìáò, ç ìïíáäéêÞ êáé
óùôÞñéá ëýóç, Þôáí íá óðåýóïõìå ðëçóßóôéá ïé
«áóùôåýóáíôåò» ðáëáéïçìåñïëïãßôåò ôçò ÁìåñéêÞò, ìå
ãíþìïíá ôç óùôçñßá ôçò øõ÷Þò êáé ôçí áðïêáôÜóôáóÞ
ìáò óôïí ðáíÜãéï ÷þñï ôçò Åêêëçóßáò, ðñïò ôï
ÐÜíóåðôï ÊÝíôñï ôçò Ïñèïäïîßáò, ðïõ êëåÀæåôáé áðü
ôïí óïöüôáôï êáé öùôéóìÝíï ÐáôñéÜñ÷ç ìáò ê. Åöõãå ï Êùí. ÊáñáìáíëÞò
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ÍÅÁ ÕÏÑÊÇ - ÁÈÇÍÁ
ÊÁÔ� ÅÕÈÅÉÁÍ ÐÔÇÓÅÉÓ ×ÙÑÉÓ ÓÔÁÈÌÏ ÌÅ ÊÁÍÏÍÉÊÁ ÄÑÏÌÏËÏÃÉÁ ÅÈÍÉÊÏÕ ÌÅÔÁÖÏÑÅÁ

ÃÉÁ ÁÍÁ×ÙÑÇÓÅÉÓ  ÁÐÏ 1ç ÁÐÑ. - 15 ÉÏÕÍÉÏÕ êáé 16 ÓÅÐÔ. - 31 ÏÊÔÙÂÑÉÏÕ 1998
ÐÁÉÄÉÁ 2-11 ÅÔÙÍ ÐËÇÑÙÍÏÕÍ 25% ËÉÃÏÔÅÑÏ

399$
ÁÐËÇÓ ÄÉÁÄÑÏÌÇÓ

ÁÐÏ +Tax 762$
ÌÅÔ� ÅÐÉÓÔÑÏÖÇÓ

ÁÐÏ +Tax

ÅÉÄÉÊÅÓ ÔÉÌÅÓ ÊÁÉ ÁÐÏ ÁËËÅÓ ÐÏËÅÉÓ

$762 BOSTON, PHILADELPHIA
$794 WASHINGTON, BALTIMORE
$830 CLEVELAND, DETROIT
$839 FT. LAUDERDALE, MIAMI
$857 CHARLOTTEE, RALEIGH DURHAM
$864 DALLAS, HOUSTON
$880 TAMPA, ORLANDO, W. PALM BEACH, MINNEAPOLIS
$931  LOS ANGELES, SEATTLE, SAN FRANCISCO
$944 SALT LAKE CITY

áããÝëçôáé êáé çóõ÷Üôáé åí Êõñßù».
O Óåâáóìéüôáôïò ÷áñáêôÞñéóå ôçí

ðñï÷èåóéíÞ ìÝñá ùò íßêç ôçò áãÜðçò
êáôÜ ôçò ìéóáëëïäïîßáò êáé ôçò åíüôçôáò,
êáôÜ ôçò äéáéñÝóåùò êáé ôïõ êáôá-
óôñåðôéêïý äé÷áóìïý.

«Ðáíçãõñßæïìåí óÞìåñïí, åßðå, ôçí
íßêçí ôçò áãÜðçò êáôÜ ôçò ìéóáëëïäïîßáò
êáé ôïõ öèüíïõ, ôçí íßêçí ôçò åíüôçôïò
êáôÜ ôçò äéáéñÝóåùò êáé ôïõ êáôá-
óôñåðôéêïý äé÷áóìïý, ôçí èñéáìâåõôéêÞí
íßêçí ôçò åêêëçóéáóôéêÞò êïéíùíßáò êáôÜ
ôïõ áíôé÷ñéóôéáíéêïý ó÷ßóìáôïò. ¼íôùò
Þñèç, Þñèç ïëïôåëþò, åí Ýôé ó÷ßóìá.
ÌÜëéóôá Þñîáôï ôïýôï ðáñáìåñéæüìåíïí
êáé åîáëåéöüìåíïí äéá ÷ñéóôéáíïðñåðþí,
èáññáëÝùí êáé áîéåðáßíùí ðñùôï-
âïõëéþí êáé åíåñãåéþí ôùí åðß êåöáëÞò
ôçò åíôáýèá åäñåïýóçò ðáëáéïçìå-
ñïëïãéôéêÞò ìåñßäïò ÐáíéåñùôÜôïõ Ìç-
ôñïðïëßôïõ ÔõÜíùí ê. Ðáúóßïõ êáé
ÈåïöéëåóôÜôïõ Åðéóêüðïõ Áðáìåßáò ê.
Âéêåíôßïõ.

Ôá ñÞìáôá ôïõ Êõñßïõ ùò éåñÜ êáé
áêïëïõèçôÝá èåùñïýíôåò ïýôïé êáé
åìðñÜêôùò ôáýôá åí ôç êáè� çìÝñáí æùÞ
åöáñìüæïíôåò, åêéíÞèçóáí ìåôÜ ðáñá-
äåéãìáôéêÞò ôáðåéíïöñïóýíçò êáé åìöá-
íïýò ìåôáìåëåßáò ðñïò Üñóéí áäéêáéï-
ëïãÞôïõ êáô� ïõóßáí ó÷ßóìáôïò êáé
áíôéêáôÜóôáóéí ôçò ôïóïýôù åî ïëï-
êëÞñïõ ôïõ åíôáýèá ïìïäÝîïõ çìþí ëáïý
ðïèïõìÝíçò åêêëçóéáóôéêÞò êïéíùíßáò».

Ìçôñïðïëßôçò ÐáÀóéïò
Ìå èåñìïýò ëüãïõò, ãéá ôçí áãÜðç

ìå ôçí ïðïßá ôïõò õðïäÝ÷èçêáí óôï
ÖáíÜñé, ï Ïéêïõìåíéêüò ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò ê.ê.
Âáñèïëïìáßïò êé ï ÃÝñùí ×áëêçäþíáò ê.
Éùáêåßì, åêöñÜóèçêå ï ìçôñïðïëßôçò
ÔõÜíùí êáé çãïýìåíïò ôçò ìïíÞò ê.
Ðáúóéïò. Åîáßñïíôáò ðáñÜëëçëá ôç
óõìâïëÞ óôçí åðßëõóç ôïõ ìáêñï÷ñïíßïõ
ó÷ßóìáôïò, ôïõ Áñ÷éåðéóêüðïõ Óðõñß-
äùíá. «... ÅêöñÜæù, åßðå ìéëþíôáò ãéá ôïí
Ïéêïõìåíéêü ÐáôñéÜñ÷ç, ôá áéóèÞìáôá
ôçò áðåßñïõ áãÜðçò ìïõ, ôïõ âáèõôÜôïõ
óåâáóìïý ìïõ êáé ôçò õéúêÞò áöïóéþóåþò
ìïõ, äéüôé ç ìåí ÌåãÜëç ôïõ ×ñéóôïý
Åêêëçóßá åäÝîáôï ôçí ìåôÜíïéÜí ìïõ êáé
áðÞëëáîÝí ìå ôçò öèïñïðïéïý êáé åêêëç-
óéïìÜ÷ïõ ðëÜíçò ôïõ Åëëáäéêïý Ðáëáéï-
çìåñïëïãéôéóìïý êáé ùò óôïñãéêÞ ÌÞôçñ
ìå åíçãêáëßóèç êáé ÝèåóÝí åìáõôüí õðü
ôçí êñáôáéÜí ôçò Ïñèïäïîßáò óêÝðçí
ÁõôÞò ...

.... Êáé íýí Óåâáóìéþôáôå Üãéå Áìå-
ñéêÞò, ôéìéþôáôå åí ×ñéóôþ ðñåóâýôåñå

áäåëöÝ êáé óõëëåéôïõñãÝ Êýñéå Óðõñßäùí,
óôñÝöù ðñïò ôçí ÕìåôÝñáí Óåâáóìéüôçôá
ôïí ëüãï êáé óôåíôïñåßá ôç öùíÞ êáé åí
äõíÜìåé øõ÷Þò ïìïëïãþ ÷Üñéôáò êáé
äéáäçëþ, üôé Õìåßò õðÞñîáôå ï õìöá-
ãùãüò ôçò ôáðåéíüôçôüò ìïõ êáé ôïõ
áãßïõ áäåëöïý ÈåïöéëåóôÜôïõ Åðéóêü-
ðïõ Áðáìåßáò êõñßïõ Âéêåíôßïõ ðñïò ôçí
ïõñáíïäñüìïí êáé ïõñáíïâÜìùíá èýñáí
ôçò Ïñèïäüîïõ Åêêëçóßáò... Óý áõôüò,
Óåâáóìéþôáôå Üãéå ÁìåñéêÞò, ùò ðïôÝ ï
Êýñéïò çìþí Éçóïýò ×ñéóôüò Þíïéîåí ôïõò
ïöèáëìïýò ôïõ ôõöëïý, Þíïéîáò ôïõò, åê
ôçò ÷áþäïõò êáé áâõóóáëÝáò ðëÜíçò ôïõ
Åëëáäéêïý Ðáëáéïçìåñïëïãéôéóìïý, ôõö-
ëùèÝíôáò ïöèáëìïýò ôçò øõ÷Þò çìþí êáé
åßäïìåí «ôï öùò ôï áëçèéíüí» êáé «åëÜ-
âïìåí ðíåýìá åðïõñÜíéïí» þóôå íá
«åýñùìåí ðßóôéí áëçèÞ» ôçí èýñáí ôùí
ÁããÝëùí ôçò Áãßáò ôïõ ×ñéóôïý ÌåãÜëçò
Åêêëçóßáò!»

O ê. Ðáúóéïò, õðïãñÜììéóå ôÝëïò, üôé
áí äåí åõñßóêåôï ï Óðõñßäùí óôï Èñüíï
ôçò Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò ÁìåñéêÞò, èá óõíÝ-
÷éæáí ïé ßäéïé íá æïõí óôï óêüôïò ôïõ
áññùóôçìÝíïõ öáíáôéóìïý êáé ôçò
ðëÜíçò.

Åðßóêïðïò ÂéêÝíôéïò
Èáýìá êáé «Ýñãï ôïõ æþíôïò Èåïý»,

÷áñáêôÞñéóå ôéò êáôáêëõóìéáßåò åîåëßîåéò,
ïé ïðïßåò êáôÝëçîáí óôçí ðñï÷èåóéíÞ
ôåëåôÞ, ï åðßóêïðïò Áðáìåßáò, ê. ÂéêÝ-
íôéïò, áðåõèõíüìåíïò ðñïò ôïí ðñþôï
çãïýìåíï ôçò ÌïíÞò. Ôüíéóå ðáñÜëëçëá
üôé ç ÷Üñç ôïõ Èåïý èåñÜðåõóå ôïí ßäéï
êáé ôïí ê. Ðáúóéï «áðü ôç äõóßáôï ëÝðñá
ôïõ Åëëáäéêïý Ðáëáéïçìåñïãéôéóìïý êáé
ôïõò áíýøùóå óôç æùÞ ôçò Åêêëçóßáò»

«... ôá êáôÜ ôáò ðáñáëáâïýóáò
éóôïñéêÜò çìÝñáò ãåíüìåíá åðß ÓÝ êáé ôçí
ôáðåéíüôçôÜ ìïõ åí Êùíóôáíôéíïõðüëåé,
ìüíïí Ýñãïí ôïõ æþíôïò Èåïý çìþí åßíáé,
Üôéíá åãÝíïíôï çìßí äéá ôçò Åêêëçóßáò Ôïõ.
Áíåîåñåýíçôáé üíôùò áé âïõëáß ôïõ
Õøßóôïõ! O åôÜæùí êáñäßáò êáé íåöñïýò
ôùí áíèñþðùí êáé ãéíþóêùí ôáò äõíÜ-
ìåéò, ôáò äéáèÝóåéò êáé åí ãÝíåé ôá êñýöéá
áõôþí «äßäåé åíß åêÜóôù ôçí ÷Üñéí êáôÜ
ôï ìÝôñïí ôçò äùñåÜò ôïõ» (Åöåó. 4,4).
Êáé åéò ôçí ÓÞí ðáíéåñüôçôá êáé ôçí åìÞí
ôáðåßíùóéí åäùñÞóáôï ôçí ßáóéí åê ôçò
ðíåõìáôéêÞò äõóéÜôïõ ëÝðñáò ôïõ Åëëá-
äéêïý Ðáëáéïçìåñïëïãéôéóìïý êáé ïý ìüíïí
ôïýôï, Üëë� áíýøùóåí çìÜò åðß ôçí
ëõ÷íßáí ôçò Åêêëçóßáò, ßíá ëÜìðùìåí ðÜóé,
êáé äÞ, ôù Ëáþ ôïõ Èåïý, áíÞãáãåí çìÜò
åéò ôï ýøéóôïí ôçò áñ÷éåñùóýíçò áîßùìá
åê ôïõ êñßìáôïò åßò ü åß÷ïìåí åìðÝóåé».

Ìéá ðñÜîç áãÜðçò êáé åíüôçôáò

Ãéá ðñþôç öïñÜ óôçí éóôïñßá ôçò
Ïñèïäïîßáò óôç Äýóç, ðáñïõóéÜæåôáé ç
åõêáéñßá áõôÞ íá åîáðëùèåß êáé íá öÝñåé
ôï ìÞíõìÜ ôçò óå ìåãáëýôåñï êýêëï
áíèñþðùí, åðéóçìáßíåé ï Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò
ÁìåñéêÞò ê. Óðõñßäùí, óå áðïêëåéóôéêÞ
óõíÝíôåõîç ðïõ ðáñá÷þñçóå óôï Ìáêå-
äïíéêü Ðñáêôïñåßï ÅéäÞóåùí.

Ï 54÷ñïíïò éåñÜñ÷çò ìå ôçí åíôõðù-
óéáêÞ ìÝ÷ñé ôþñá ðïéìáíôïñßá óôéò
Åêêëçóßåò ôçò Éôáëßáò, ôçò Åëâåôßáò êáé ôçò
Áõóôñßáò êáé ôçí åðéôõ÷çìÝíç åêðñï-
óþðçóç ôïõ Ïéêïõìåíéêïý Ðáôñéáñ÷åßïõ
óôï Ðáãêüóìéï Óõìâïýëéï Åêêëçóéþí êáé
äéÜöïñåò äéåêêëçóéáóôéêÝò áðïóôïëÝò,
áðü ôéò 21 Óåðôåìâñßïõ 1996, ðïõ
åíèñïíßóôçêå Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò ÁìåñéêÞò
óôïí áñ÷éåðéóêïðéêü êáèåäñéêü íáü ôçò
Áãßáò ÔñéÜäáò, óôç ÍÝá Õüñêç, ðñïóðáèåß
íá öÝñåé Ýíá íÝï Üíåìï äçìéïõñãßáò êáé
áíáæùïãüíçóçò ôçò Ïñèïäïîßáò óôéò
ÇÐÁ, ü÷é âÝâáéá ðÜíôá ÷ùñßò íá ðñïêá-
ëïýíôáé ôñéãìïß, üðùò óõíÞèùò óõìâáßíåé
óå êÜèå ðáñüìïéá ðåñßðôùóç.

´Å÷ïíôáò ï ßäéïò ãåííçèåß óôéò ÇíùìÝíåò
Ðïëéôåßåò áðü ïéêïãÝíåéá Ñïäßùí, âáèýò
ãíþóôçò ôçò áìåñéêáíéêÞò ðñáãìáôéêü-
ôçôáò, äéáðéóôþíåé üôé ç áìåñéêáíéêÞ
êïéíùíßá äéøÜåé ãéá êÜôé ôï êáéíïýñéï, ôï
áõèåíôéêüôåñï, ôï ãíçóéüôåñï, ôï ðíåõìá-
ôéêüôåñï, Ý÷ïíôáò êïõñáóôåß áðü ôá

ÁÑ×ÉÅÐÉÓÊÏÐÏÓ ÓÐÕÑÉÄÙÍ: �ÅÕÊÁÉÑÉÁ ÃÉÁ ÔÇÍ ÁÍÁÆÙÏÃÏÍÇÓÇ ÊÁÉ ÔÇÍ ÅÎÁÐËÙÓÇ ÔÇÓ ÏÑÈÏÄÏÎÉÁÓ ÓÔÉÓ ÇÐÁ�

ÓõíÝíôåõîç Áñ÷éåðéóêüðïõ óôï Ìáêåäïíéêü Ðñáêôïñåßï ÅéäÞóåùí
äéÜöïñá ðñïðáãáíäéóôéêÜ êïéíùíéêÜ êáé
ðïëéôéêÜ ìçíýìáôá. Åíþ áêüìç, áðáíôþ-
íôáò óå êÜðïéïõò êýêëïõò óôéò ÇÐÁ, ðïõ
åðéæçôïýí íá áðïêïðåß ç Ïñèïäïîßá áðü
ôéò åëëçíéêÝò ôçò ñßæåò, ï Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò
óçìåéþíåé üôé ç Ïñèïäïîßá åßíáé áðü ôç
öýóç ôçò åëëçíïñèüäïîç, ãéá íá ðñïóèÝóåé
üôé áíôßèåôá ìå ïñéóìÝíïõò, ïé ïðïßïé ìå ôçí
�áìåñéêáíïðïßçóÞ� ôïõò ðéóôåýïõí üôé èá
áíÝëèåé ôï êïéíùíéêü ôïõò åðßðåäï, ç
óõíôñéðôéêÞ ðëåéïøçößá ôùí Ïìïãåíþí
ìáò óôéò ÇíùìÝíåò Ðïëéôåßåò, åßíáé ðåñÞ-
öáíïé ãéá ôçí åëëçíéêÞ ôïõò êáôáãùãÞ, åíþ
ðáñáôçñåßôáé êáé ìßá áíáæùïãüíçóç ôùí
åëëçíéêþí ãñáììÜôùí óôéò ÇÐÁ.

Ôï ðëÞñåò êåßìåíï ôçò óõíÝíôåõîçò
ôïõ Áñ÷éåðéóêüðïõ ÁìåñéêÞò ê. Óðõñß-
äùíïò óôï Ìáêåäïíéêü Ðñáêôïñåßï
ÅéäÞóåùí Ý÷åé ùò åîÞò:

� Óåâáóìéüôáôå, ðáñÜ ôï ìéêñü
äéÜóôçìá ðïõ âñßóêåóôå ó� áõôÞ ôç ðïëý
óçìáíôéêÞ Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞ, Ý÷åôå åðéôåëÝóåé
Ýíá -èá Ýëåãá- áîéüëïãï Ýñãï, ôï ïðïßï
áíáãíùñßæåôáé ôüóï óôéò ÇÐÁ üóï êáé
åõñýôåñá. Ðïéïß åßíáé ïé óôü÷ïé óáò ãéá ôï
åðüìåíï äéÜóôçìá;

� Åõ÷áñéóôþ ãéá ôá êáëÜ óáò ëüãéá.

Äåí îÝñù âÝâáéá áí åßíáé áîéüëïãï Þ ü÷é,
åêåßíï ôï ïðïßïí Ý÷åé åðéôåëåóôåß êáôÜ ôïõò
ôåëåõôáßïõò 18 ìÞíåò åßíáé íá ôåèïýí ïé
ãåñÝò êáé óôåñåÝò âÜóåéò, ãéá íá ìðïñÝóåé
êáôüðéí íá åðéôåëåóôåß Ýíá Ýñãï åëðßæïõìå
áîéüëïãï. Ç Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞ áðïâëÝðåé åí
ðñþôïéò óôçí äéáôÞñçóç ôçò åíüôçôáò ôçò
Åêêëçóßáò ìáò êáé ôçò ïìïãÝíåéÜò ìáò óôçí
ÁìåñéêÞ. ÁðïâëÝðåé óôï íá êáôáóôÞóåé
ôïõò ðéóôïýò ìáò ðéü åíóõíåßäçôïõò
÷ñéóôéáíïýò êáé áõôü ãéá íá ìðïñÝóïõí íá
åðéâéþóïõí ìÝóá óôçí ðëïõñáëéóôéêÞ
áõôÞ êïéíùíßá ôçò ÁìåñéêÞò. ÐáñÜëëçëá
ðñïóðáèåß íá êáôáóôÞóåé ôïõò ïìïãåíåßò
ìáò õðåñÞöáíïõò ãéá ôçí êáôáãùãÞ ôïõò
êáé áõôü âÝâáéá ìðïñåß íá ôï åðéôý÷åé ìÝóá
áðü Ýíá êáëÜ ìåëåôçìÝíï åëëçíéêü åêðáé-
äåõôéêü óýóôçìá ðñïóáñìïóìÝíï óôéò
áíÜãêåò ôùí åäþ ïìïãåíþí ìáò. Áõôïß åßíáé
ïé ôñåéò ìåãÜëïé óôü÷ïé, ôïõò ïðïßïõò èÝôåé
ç ÉåñÜ Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞ ãéá ôï ðñïóå÷Ýò êáé
áðþôåñï ìÝëëïí êáé üëåò ïé åíÝñãåéÝò ôçò
åíôÜóóïíôáé ìÝóá ó� áõôïýò ôïõò ôñåéò
ìåãÜëïõò ÷þñïõò.

� Ðïéá èá ìðïñïýóáìå íá ðïýìå üôé
åßíáé ç èÝóç ôçò Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò êáé
ãåíéêüôåñá ôçò Ïñèïäïîßáò óÞìåñá óôéò
ÇíùìÝíåò Ðïëéôåßåò ;

� ÏðùóäÞðïôå ç Ïñèïäïîßá åßíáé ìéá
áðü ôá ôÝóóåñá áíåãíùñéóìÝíá èñçóêåý-
ìáôá óôéò ÇÐÁ. Áõôü âÝâáéá äåí óçìáßíåé
üôé ï ðïëýò êüóìïò êáé ïé ìåãÜëåò ìÜæåò
Ý÷ïõí ãíþóç ôçò Ïñèïäïîßáò. ÁðïìÝíåé
íá ãßíåé áêüìç Ýíá ôåñÜóôéï Ýñãï, ïýôùò
þóôå íá ìðïñÝóïõìå íá åðéâåâáéþóïõìå
ôçí ðáñïõóßá ìáò óôïí áìåñéêáíéêü ÷þñï
êáé ü÷é ãåíéêÜ êáé ü÷é ìüíïí óå ïñéóìÝíïõò
îå÷ùñéóôïýò ÷þñïõò ðïëéôéêïýò Þ Üëëïõò.
Óôçí ïõóßá ðñüêåéôáé ãéá Ýñãï, ôï ïðïßïí
Ý÷åé íá êÜíåé ìå ôá ìÝóá åðéêïéíùíßáò êáé
íïìßæù áõôüò èá åßíáé ôïìÝáò, óôïí
ïðïßïí Þäç äßäåôáé êáé èá äïèåß ìåãÜëç

óçìáóßá. Äéüôé ç êïéíùíßá áõôÞ åßíáé
âáóéóìÝíç êáé ëåéôïõñãåß ìå êñéôÞñéá
åðéêïéíùíéáêÜ êáé ðñÝðåé åðéôÝëïõò íá ôï
êáôáëÜâïõìå êé´ åìåßò êáé íá êÜíïõìå ôçí
üóï ôï äõíáôüí êáëýôåñç ÷ñÞóç ôùí
ìÝóùí áõôþí.

� ÕðÞñîáí êÜðïéåò öùíÝò ôï ôåëåõ-
ôáßï äéÜóôçìá, êÜðïéåò áðüøåéò üôé äåí
÷ñåéÜæåôáé ôï åëëçíïñèüäïîç, íá öýãåé ôï
ðñþôï óýíèåôï áðü ôïí ôßôëï ôçò
Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò, íá áìåñéêáíïðïéçèåß ç
Ïñèüäïîç Åêêëçóßá óôéò ÇÐÁ. Ôé ëÝôå
åóåßò ãéá üëá áõôÜ ;

� Ôçí ãíùñßæù ôçí êßíçóç áõôÞ.
Äõóôõ÷þò ðñüêåéôáé ãéá Ýíáí åëÜ÷éóôï
(êáé ìéëÜìå ãéá ëßãåò äåêÜäåò áíèñþðùí)
áñéèìü ðéóôþí ìáò, ïé ïðïßïé íïìßæïõí üôé
ç Ïñèïäïîßá ðñÝðåé íá áðïóõíäåèåß áðü
ôçí åëëçíéêÞ ôçò ÷ñïéÜ êáé ôïí åëëçíéêü
ôçò ÷áñáêôÞñá. Íïìßæù üôé áõôïß ïé
Üíèñùðïé åßíáé Ýîù áðü ôçí ðñáãìá-
ôéêüôçôá. Äéüôé ç Ïñèïäïîßá áðü ôç öýóç
ôçò åßíáé åëëçíïñèüäïîç üðùò äçëþíïõí
êáé ìç ̧ ëëçíåò áêüìç ïñèüäïîïé èåïëüãïé.
Äå íïìßæù üôé èá ìðïñÝóïõí íá Ý÷ïõí
åðéôõ÷ßá ïé ðåñéïñéóìÝíïé áõôïß êýêëïé.

� Ðñïóðáèïýí íá áðïêüøïõí ôçí
Ïñèüäïîç Åêêëçóßá áðü ôçí åëëçíéêÞ
ãëþóóá, áðü ôá ÉåñÜ Êåßìåíá, áðü ôï
ÅõáããÝëéï, ðïõ åßíáé ãñáììÝíï óôçí
ÅëëçíéêÞ.....

 � Æïýìå äõóôõ÷þò ôï åîÞò ðáñÜëïãï
êáé ïîýìùñï ðñÜãìá. Åíþ óôéò îÝíåò
èåïëïãéêÝò ó÷ïëÝò ïé öïéôçôÝò äéäÜóêïíôáé
ðåñéóóüôåñá íåïäéáèçêéêÜ êáé êëáóóéêÜ
åëëçíéêÜ, óôéò äéêÝò ìáò åäþ ó÷ïëÝò äåí
äßíïõìå óçìáóßá êáèüëïõ óôïí ôïìÝá
áõôü. ÐÜíôùò íïìßæù üôé äåí ìðïñåß íá
Ý÷ïõí åðéôõ÷ßá ïé êýêëïé ïé ïðïßïé åðéèõ-
ìïýí íá áðïäåóìåõôåß ç Åêêëçóßá áðü ôçí
åëëçíéêÞ ôçò äéÜóôáóç. Íïìßæù üôé ôï
öáéíüìåíï áõôü óõíäÝåôáé Üìåóá ìå Ýíá
åßäïò óõìðëÝãìáôïò ïñéóìÝíùí áíèñþ-
ðùí, ïé ïðïßïé åðéäéþêïõí íá áìåñéêáíï-
ðïéçèïýí ãéá íá áíÝëèåé ôï êïéíùíéêü ôïõò

� óåë. 13

� óåë. 27
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ìüôåñï äõíáôüí ôï Ïéêïõìåíéêü Ðáôñéáñ-
÷åßï, üðùò åîÞãçóå, «ü÷é áðëþò óáí ìéá
åèéìïôõðéêÞ åðßóêåøç Þ êßíçóç, áëëÜ óáí
ìéá ÷åéñïíïìßá, ðïõ èá Ý÷åé ïõóéáóôéêü
ðåñéå÷üìåíï».

Ï Ïéêïõìåíéêüò ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò
Óå «óôåíÞ», «áäåëöéêÞ» óõíåñãáóßá ìå

ôï íÝï áñ÷éåðßóêïðï Áèçíþí êáé ÐÜóçò
ÅëëÜäïò ×ñéóôüäïõëï, ðñïóâëÝðåé ôï
ÖáíÜñé êáé éäéáßôåñá ï Ïéêïõìåíéêüò
ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò Âáñèïëïìáßïò ðïõ äÝ÷èçêå
ìå éäéáßôåñç ÷áñÜ ôçí åßäçóç ôçò åêëïãÞò
ôïõ íÝïõ áñ÷éåðéóêüðïõ. «Ìå ôïí íÝï
Áñ÷éåðßóêïðï óõíäåüìáóôå éäéáßôåñá,
åßìåèá ößëïé», áíÝöåñå ï Ïéêïõìåíéêüò
ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò óå äçëþóåéò ôïõ óôï ÁÐÅ êáé
ôüíéóå ôïí «éó÷õñü ðíåõìáôéêü äåóìü» ôïõ
ìå ôïí Áñ÷éåðßóêïðï ×ñéóôüäïõëï.

O íÝïò Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò Áèçíþí, ôá
ðñïóüíôá ôïõ ïðïßïõ äåí ðáýåé íá åîÜñåé
ï Ïéêïõìåíéêüò ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò óå êÜèå
åõêáéñßá, ãíùñßæåé ôï ÖáíÜñé, óÝâåôáé ôçí
ðáñÜäïóÞ ôïõ êáé åßíáé Ýôïéìïò íá
áíôéìåôùðßóåé ôá ðñïâëÞìáôá ðïõ ï
÷ñüíïò Ý÷åé óõóóùñåýóåé.

«ÐåñéìÝíïõìå ìå ìåãÜëç ÷áñÜ íá ôïí
õðïäå÷èïýìå óôï Ïéêïõìåíéêü Ðáôñéáñ-
÷åßï», åßðå ï ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò Âáñèïëïìáßïò ðïõ
åëðßæåé áìÝóùò ìåôÜ íá áíôáðïäþóåé ôçí
åðßóêåøç, ìåôáâáßíïíôáò óôçí ÁèÞíá. Ç
Åêêëçóßá ôçò ÅëëÜäïò åßíáé ç ìüíç Ïñèüäïîç
Åêêëçóßá ôçí ïðïßá äåí Ý÷åé åðéóÞìùò
åðéóêåöèåß ï Ïéêïõìåíéêüò ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò.
Ôñåéò öïñÝò ç ðñïãñáììáôéóìÝíç åðßóêåøç
ôïõ óôçí ÁèÞíá áíáâëÞèçêå ëüãù ôùí
ðñïâëçìÜôùí ôçò õãåßáò ôïõ ìáêáñéóôïý
Áñ÷éåðéóêüðïõ Óåñáöåßì. Ç áðïõóßá
åíåñãïý äéáëüãïõ êáé åðáöþí, óõ÷íÜ
ðñïêáëïýóå ðáñåîçãÞóåéò, õðïóôçñßæïõí
óôï ÖáíÜñé êáé èåùñïýí üôé ìå ôçí åêëïãÞ
ôïõ áñ÷éåðéóêüðïõ ×ñéóôïäïýëïõ èá
îåêéíÞóåé íÝá ðåñßïäïò óôéò ó÷Ýóåéò ôïõ

� óåë. 13 Ïéêïõìåíéêïý Ðáôñéáñ÷åßïõ ìå ôçí Åêêëçóßá
ôçò ÅëëÜäïò.

Óôï ÖáíÜñé óçìåéþíïõí åðßóçò ìå
éäéáßôåñç éêáíïðïßçóç üôé ç åêëïãÞ ôïõ
íÝïõ áñ÷éåðéóêüðïõ Ýãéíå ÷ùñßò åîùåê-
êëçóéáóôéêÝò ðá-
ñåìâÜóåéò, êáé óå
ðíåýìá åíüôçôáò,
ìåôáîý éäéáßôåñá
áîéüëïãùí ìçôñï-
ðïëéôþí. «ÕðÞñ-
îáí áîéüëïãïé éå-
ñÜñ÷åò ìå ðïëý-
ôéìç ðåßñá ðïõ
ðñïóÝöåñáí éäéáß-
ôåñá óôçí Åêêëç-
óßá», ó÷ïëßáóå ãéá
ôçí åêëïãÞ ï Ðá-
ôñéÜñ÷çò Âáñèï-
ëïìáßïò. «Ôï èÝ-
ëçìá ôïõ Èåïý
Þôáí íá åêëåãåß ï
×ñéóôüäïõëïò êáé
åßìåèá ðëÝïí âÝâáéïé üôé ç åêëïãÞ áõôÞ
èá ïäçãÞóåé óå ëáìðñÜ êáé äçìéïõñãéêÞ
áñ÷éåðéóêïðéêÞ ðåñßïäï», êáôÝëçîå.

ÌÞíõìá åíüôçôáò
ÌÞíõìá åíüôçôáò üëçò ôçò éåñáñ÷ßáò

ôçò Åêêëçóßáò, áãÜðçò êáé óõìðá-
ñÜóôáóçò üëùí, áðçýèõíå ï íÝïò Áñ÷éåðß-
óêïðïò Áèçíþí êáé ðÜóçò ÅëëÜäïò,
×ñéóôüäïõëïò, ìÝ÷ñé ðñüôéíïò Ìçôñï-
ðïëßôçò ÄçìçôñéÜäïò. Ï íÝïò Áñ÷éåðß-
óêïðïò óôï ìÞíõìÜ ôïõ ìåôÜ ôçí åêëïãÞ
ôïõ óôïí Áñ÷éåðéóêïðéêü Èñüíï, õðïãñÜ-
ììéóå ôçí áöïóßùóÞ ôïõ ðñïò ôï óõíïäéêü
óýóôçìá ôçò Åêêëçóßáò êáé áðçýèõíå
ðñüóêëçóç ðñïò üëåò ôéò êáôåõèýíóåéò
ãéá óõìðáñÜóôáóç óôï íÝï Áñ÷éåðß-
óêïðï, «þóôå áðü êïéíïý Üðáíôåò íá
öÝñïõí åéò ðÝñáò ôï Ýñãï ôçò Åêêëçóßáò».
ÐáñÜëëçëá, åðéóÞìáíå ôçí áíÜãêç íá
ãßíïõí íÝá áíïßãìáôá ôçò Åêêëçóßáò ðñïò

ôïí êüóìï, óôçí êáôåýèõíóç ôçò åðßëõóçò
ôùí ðñïâëçìÜôùí ôïõ ëáïý.

«ÈÝëù íá äéáâåâáéþóù üëïõò óáò üôé
èá ðñÝðåé íá êÜíïõìå ôá áðáñáßôçôá
áíïßãìáôá ôçò Åêêëçóßáò ìáò ðñïò ôïí

êüóìï, âåâáßùò
ìç áíèéóôÜìåíïé
ôçò ðáñáäüóåþò
ìáò ç ïðïßá áðï-
ôåëåß ôïí âáóéêü-
ôåñï ðëïýôï êáé
ôï êåöáëáéþäåò
êëçñïíüìçìá ôïí
ïðïßï Ý÷ïõìå óôç
äéÜèåóÞ ìáò, áëëÜ
ùóôüóï ðñïóäß-
äïíôáò óôçí Åê-
êëçóßá ìáò Ýíá
íÝï ðñüóùðï åê-
óõã÷ñïíéóìïý êáé
á í á í å þ ó å ù ò ,
åðéâÜëëïíôáò ìéá
áîéïêñáôßá ìÝóá

óôçí Åêêëçóßá, åéò ôñüðïí þóôå íá
ôïíßæåôáé ç áêåñáéüôçò ôïõ öñïíÞìáôïò
üëùí çìþí áëëÜ êáé åí óõíå÷åßá ç âïýëçóßò
ìáò íá ðñïóöÝñïõìå óôïí åëëçíéêü ëáü
ôïí èçóáõñü ôçò Ïñèïäüîïõ ðáñáäüóåþò
ìáò áëëÜ êáé ôïí öåñÝããõï ëüãï ôçò
Åêêëçóßáò ìáò ðñïò åðßëõóéí êáé áíôéìå-
ôþðéóç ôùí ðñïâëçìÜôùí êáé ôùí Üëëùí
æçôçìÜôùí ðïõ áíôéìåôùðßæåé ï ìÝóïò
¸ëëçí», åßðå ï íÝïò Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò õðï-
ãñáììßæïíôáò üôé ôï ìÞíõìá áãÜðçò êáé
óõíåñãáóßáò üëùí èá áðïôåëÝóåé ôï ðéï
óðïõäáßï ìÞíõìá ôçò çãåóßáò ôçò Åêêëç-
óßáò ðñïò ôïí ëáü êáé ðñïò ôïí éåñü êëÞñï.

Ï Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò ×ñéóôüäïõëïò
ôüíéóå üôé äåí åðéèõìåß íá êáôáèÝóåé áõôÞ
ôçí þñá ó÷Ýäéá áíáäéïñãáíþóåùò ôçò
Åêêëçóßáò, åîÝöñáóå üìùò ôç âåâáéüôçôá
üôé «üëïé áíáãíùñßæïõí ôçí áíÜãêç ôçò
åóùôåñéêÞò ìåí áíáäéïñãÜíùóÞò ìáò êáé

ôçò ðñïò ôá Ýîù äõíáìéêÞò êáé æùíôáíÞò
ðáñïõóßáò ôçò Åêêëçóßáò».

Óôç óõíÝ÷åéá áðçýèõíå åõ÷áñéóôßåò
ðñïò ôïí õðïõñãü Ðáéäåßáò ãéá ôçí
ðáñïõóßá ôïõ óôç óçìåñéíÞ äéáäéêáóßá êáé
æÞôçóå íá ìåôáöÝñåé óôçí êõâÝñíçóç ôç
æùçñÞ åðéèõìßá «ãéá ôç óõíÝ÷åéá ìéáò
óôåíÞò, ãïíßìïõ êáé åðß âÜóåùò éóïôéìßáò
óõíåñãáóßáò Åêêëçóßáò êáé ðïëéôåßáò ãéá
ôï óõìöÝñïí ôïõ ëáïý êáé ôçí ðñïþèçóç
ôùí ðïëëþí æçôçìÜôùí ðïõ ðñÝðåé íá
áíôéìåôùðéóôïýí».

Åõ÷áñßóôçóå áêüìç èåñìÜ üëïõò ôïõò
ðïéìåíÜñ÷åò ôçò Åêêëçóßáò êáé ôïõò
äéáâåâáßùóå üôé ç Åêêëçóßá, óôï óýíïëü
ôçò èá âñßóêåôáé ðÜíôá óôï ðëåõñü ôçò
Ðáôñßäáò êáé ôïõ Ëáïý.

ÄÄÄ

Ï íÝïò áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò Áèçíþí êáé
ÐÜóçò ÅëëÜäïò ×ñéóôüäïõëïò, êáôÜ
êüóìïí ÐáñáóêåõáÀäçò, ãåííÞèçêå ôï
1939 óôçí ÎÜíèç. Èåùñåßôáé áðü ôïõò
ðéï ìïñöùìÝíïõò éåñåßò, áöïý ìéëÜ ðÝíôå
îÝíåò ãëþóóåò, Ý÷åé óðïõäÜóåé íïìéêÜ êáé
åßíáé äéäÜêôïñáò èåïëïãßáò. ×åéñïôï-
íÞèçêå äéÜêïíïò ôï 1961.

ÄéåôÝëåóå ãñáììáôÝáò ôçò ÉåñÜò
Óõíüäïõ. ÅîåëÝãç óôç èÝóç ôïõ ìçôñï-
ðïëßôç ÄçìçôñéÜäïò (Ìáãíçóßáò) ôï 1974.
ÁíÞêåé óôçí áäåëöüôçôá «×ñõóïðçãÞ»,
ôçò ïðïßáò çãåßôáé ï ìçôñïðïëßôçò
Ðåéñáéþò Êáëëßíéêïò êáé ìåôÝ÷ïõí ïé
ìçôñïðïëßôåò ÓÜìïõ êáé Êáëáâñýôùí.
Áðü êïéíïý ìå ôïí ìçôñïðïëßôç Áëåîáí-
äñïõðüëåùò ¢íèéìï Ýèåóå ðñéí äõï ÷ñüíéá
ôï èÝìá ôùí ïéêïíïìéêþí óêáíäÜëùí ôçò
Åêêëçóßáò. Èåùñåßôáé áðü ôïõò ðëÝïí
äñáóôÞñéïõò éåñÜñ÷åò êáé Þôáí õðåý-
èõíïò ãéá ôç ëåéôïõñãßá ôïõ ñáäéïöùíéêïý
êáé ôçëåïðôéêïý óôáèìïý ôçò Åêêëçóßáò
ôçò ÅëëÜäïò.

Ï áðü ÄçìçôñéÜäïò ×ñéóôüäïõëïò íÝïò Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò Áèçíþí êáé ðÜóçò ÅëëÜäïò

Ï íÝïò Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò Áèçíþí êáé ðÜóçò ÅëëÜäïò
×ñéóôüäïõëïò, áìÝóùò ìåôÜ ôçí åêëïãÞ ôïõ
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Consolidated Financial Statements

Net present value was calculated using an average discount rate of 6.55% which equals the
estimated earnings rate of investments held in Leadership 100 including marketable debt
and equity securities.

6. Property, Buildings and Equipment, Net
The amounts reflected in the accompanying consolidated financial statements are summa-
rized below:

Continued from PREVIOUS PAGE

December 31, 1996
Land $2,973,278
Buildings and improvements 26,606,025
Construction-in-progress 364,844
Leasehold improvements 1,717,723
Furniture, fixtures and equipment 2,858,076
Automobiles 215,900
Fine arts 686,649

35,422,495
Less:  Accumulated depreciation (11,386,338)

$24,036,157

7. Notes Payable The notes payable consist of the following:

December 31, 1996

Note payable to a bank, due October 1998, with interest payable monthly to
maturity at 8.75% per annum; unsecured (Diocese of Atlanta)

Note payable to a bank, due February 2001, payable in monthly installments
of $307, including interest payable at 9.75% per annum; secured by a
vehicle (Diocese of Atlanta)

Note payable to a bank, due December 1999, payable in monthly install-
ments of $547, including interest at 8.99% per annum; secured by real
estate in Colorado (Diocese of Denver)

Note payable to a bank, due March 1999, payable in monthly installments of
$3,010, including interest at 8.75% per annum; secured by real estate in
Pennsylvania (Diocese of Pittsburgh)

Note payable to a bank, due January 2001, payable in monthly installments
of $883, including interest at 8.75% per annum; secured by real estate in
Pennsylvania (Diocese of Pittsburgh)

Note payable to a bank, due April 2011, including payable in monthly in-
stallments of $1,169, including interest at 8.50% per annum; secured by
real estate in Pennsylvania (Diocese of Pittsburgh)

Note payable to a bank, due July 2001, with interest paid monthly to matu-
rity at 10.50%; unsecured (Diocese of San Francisco)

Note payable to an affiliated entity due April 2003, with interest payable
monthly to maturity at 9.0% per annum; unsecured (Diocese of San Fran-
cisco)

Note payable to a bank, due August 1998, with interest paid monthly to
maturity at 8.50%; unsecured (St. Michael�s)

Note payable to a bank, due January 2000, with annual payments of $180,000,
including interest at 9% per annum, with a final balloon payment due at
maturity; secured by real estate in Massachusetts (Hellenic College)

Notes payable to a bank, due January 2000, with annual payments of $100,000,
including interest at 9% per annum, with a final balloon payment due at
maturity; secured by real estate in Massachusetts (Hellenic College)

Various other notes payable

Total notes payable

$   990,000

12,322

58,214

223,815

31,850

94,071

56,490

175,955

418,966

1,578,060

1,700,000
34,629

$5,374,372

Notes payable mature as follows:

1997 $1,638,756
1998 285,879
1999 431,220
2000 2,929,472
2001 33,090
Thereafter 55,955

Total $5,374,372

8. Grants Payable
At December 31, 1996, the Archdiocese is obligated for the following grants and expendi-
tures by virtue of a final approval from His Eminence the Archbishop.

Leadership 100:
Department of Stewardship Ministry $122,564
Archbishop Iakovos Library Fund 100,000
Missions 143,160
Presbyters Council (Clergy Benevolent Fund) 5,750

$371,474

9. Benefit Plan Pension Plan
Net pension cost for 1996 was $1,337,974 consisting of the following:

Service cost - benefits earned during the year $833,409
Interest cost on projected benefit obligation 2,747,524
Return on plan assets (3,333,171)
Net amortization and deferral 1,090,212
1996 net pension cost $1,337,974

An analysis of the status of the pension plan is as follows:

December 31, 1996
Plan assets at fair market value $35,167,705
Actuarial present value of benefit obligations:

Vested benefits $35,221,191
Nonvested benefits 664,744
Present value of projected benefit obligation
related to assumed future compensation increases 4,011,422

Total projected benefit obligation $39,897,357
Projected benefit obligation in excess of plan assets $4,729,652
Unrecognized net gain 1,162,492
Implementation obligation not yet recognized in pension cost (1,048,497)
Unrecognized prior service cost (883,803)

Total unfunded accrued pension cost
at December 31, 1996 $3,959,844

The 1996 actuarial determinations are based on various assumptions, including a discount
rate on benefit obligations of 7.25% and annual average compensation increases of 5.0%.
The expected long-term rate of return on plan assets is 8.5%.
Retirement and Group Insurance Plan
The total retirement and group insurance expense of $2,036,921 for the year ended
December 31, 1996 was charged to several operating expense line items as follows:

Retirement and group insurance expense $1,647,845
Payroll and certain operating costs of and grants to the district offices 173,668
Grants and reimbursements of operating expenses to The Orthodox Observer
   and Greek Orthodox Telecommunications 26,523
Educational and community services - youth program, summer camps,
  laity work, register and public affairs 83,381
Operating costs of the National Ministries 105,504

$2,036,921

Also, at December 31, 1996, a separate retirement account for the Bishops amounts to
$827,037. This account was funded by the Archdiocese and the distribution terms of the
retirement plan are determined by the Archdiocesan Council.
10. Temporarily Restricted Net Assets
Temporarily restricted net assets represent contributions received and  certain income
related to the following:

Taylor Scholarship $3,215,203
Educational scholarships 189,034
William Hionas Trust Fund 156,972
John P. Zannaras Trust Fund 116,447
Xanthippi Stavros Fund 100,000
St. Basil Academy funds 963,791
Greek Orthodox Diocese funds 950,497
Hellenic College funds 3,629,115
Cathedral School funds 1,552,862
Other Archdiocese funds 381,960

$11,255,881

11. Net Assets Released from Restrictions
Temporarily restricted net assets were released from donor restrictions by incurring
expenses satisfying the restricted purpose as follows:

Scholarship and relief funds $127,729
Taylor Scholarship grants 156,902

Total $284,631

12. Permanently Restricted Net Assets
At December 31, 1996, donor restricted contributions held in perpetuity, the income from
which is expendable, are as follows:

Archbishop Iakavos Leadership 100 Endowment Fund $35,135,125
Taylor Scholarship Fund 1,000,000
Hellenic College Permanently Restricted Funds 9,252,763
Cathedral of Holy Trinity Permanently Restricted Funds 108,500
St. Basil Academy Permanently Restricted Funds 1,522,440
Ladies Philoptochos Society Permanently Restricted Funds 25,000
Cathedral School Permanently Restricted Funds 98,195
Miscellaneous Archdiocese Permanently Restricted Funds 100,000

Total $47,242,023

Leadership 100 was established to raise and receive funds in order to secure the future of
the Archdiocese. Leadership 100 has its own board, appointed by his Eminence the
Archbishop, which reports to the Archdiocesan Council. Pursuant to donor stipulations, the
principal of the fund and ten percent of net income, as defined in the pledge agreement
with the donor, must be invested in perpetuity and the remaining net income is to be used
as determined by the executive committee and approved by the Archbishop.
The Taylor Scholarship Fund was established by a gift from S. Gregory Taylor. Investment
income earned annually is restricted by the donor for use by students following theological
studies at accredited colleges throughout the world.

13. Custody Funds Held for Others At December 31, 1996, cash and investments
totalling $4,370,728 represent assets held in trust for others which are administered by the
Archdiocese. The assets, liabilities and net assets of the custody accounts are included in the
accompanying consolidated statement of financial position. Revenues and expenses of such
accounts, which are excluded from the consolidated statement of activities, are set out below:

18 �
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Consolidated Financial Statements
December 31, 1996

Anthony J. Miller
   Educational Fund
Hellenic College
   Library Fund
St. Basil
   Spyropoulous
   Fund(2)

Fund balance,
January 1, 1996

$194,407

2,048,550

999,469
$3,242,426

Contributions
received

              $             -

920,262

-
$ 920,262

Investment
income

        $     9,473

172,036

229,450
$ 410,956

Transfer(1)

$         -

1,026,000

$ 1,026,000

Grants

$         -

           -

$         -

Elimination

$         -

           -

(1,228,919)
$(1,228,919)

Fund balance,
Dec. 31, 1996

$203,880

4,166,848

-
$4,370,728

(1) During 1996, $1,026,000 was reclassified to a custody fund and
transferred from an Archdiocese investment account to the Hellenic College
Library Fund.
(2) Prior to 1996, the Archdiocese reported this fund as a custody fund
held for St. Basil Academy and, therefore, no revenue and expense were re-
corded in the Archdiocese statement of activities. The 1996 consolidated
financial statements include St. Basil Academy, thereby requiring an elimi-
nation.

14. Rental Income
In 1985, the Archdiocese entered into a ninety-nine year ground lease with a developer relat-
ing to land held on behalf of the Cathedral. The lease commenced in March 1987 and expires
March 2086. Annual rental income ranging from $300,000 to $2,384,000 is due from the
developer, and is recognized by the Cathedral. Rental income totalled $300,000 in 1996.
Total rental income for the five-year period through 2000 is approximately $2,000,000. Ag-
gregate rental payments due thereafter through March 2086 total approximately $97,000,000.

15. Settlement Agreement
In January 1992, the Archdiocese restructured an obligation from a developer which resulted
in the Archdiocese agreeing to forego a $4,976,605 receivable due from the developer in
connection with a real estate project. Such amount was written off in 1991.

In 1994, as a result of renegotiations, the Archdiocese entered into a settlement agreement
with the developer which provides for, among other matters, the repayment of such amount
previously written off plus interest ranging from 6% to 25% on the unpaid principal balance
during the period March 1994 through December 31, 2000. The timing of such payments is
related to certain sales made by the developer. Pursuant to the settlement agreement the
Archdiocese has recorded $5,564,280 in payments from the developer ($2,799,597 in 1996).
At December 31, 1996, the total amount due from the developer was $419,000.

16. Contingencies and Other Matters
The Archdiocese is involved in various lawsuits which it is prepared to defend vigorously.
The ultimate outcome of these matters cannot be determined at this time. Accordingly, no
provision for any liability that may result from these matters has been made in these financial
statements. Management feels that liability, if any, from these matters would not have a
material effect on the financial statements.

17. Reconciliation of Beginning Net Assets
Due to the consolidation of the Archdiocese affiliates and adoption of SFAS 117, the net
assets of the Archdiocese as of December 31, 1995 was adjusted to present the financial
statements in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles as follows:

Net assets at
December 31, 1995,
as previously
reported $4,275,606 $3,096,732 $24,417,184 $31,789,522
The Cathedral of
the Holy Trinity   3,225,533        -        108,500 3,334,033
The Academy
of St. Basil   3,690,780      863,950     1,521,440 6,076,170

Unrestricted Temporarily Permanently Total
restricted restricted

(1) This adjustment is to correct accounting treatment of intercompany balances be-
tween the Cathedral and the Cathedral School. The Cathedral records amounts due from the
Cathedral School net of an allowance for uncollectible advances. However, the School records
an amount due to the Cathedral at gross amounts.
(2) This adjustment relates to a certificate of deposit held by the Archdiocese for the
Diocese of Atlanta.

Our audit of the basic financial statements included in the preceding section of this report was
made for the purpose of forming an opinion on those statements taken as a whole. The supple-
mental material in the following section of this report is presented for purposes of additional
analysis and is not a required part of the basic financial statements. Such information has
been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the basic financial statements
and, in our opinion, is fairly stated in all material respects in relation to the basic financial
statements taken as a whole.

Certified Public Accountants
New York, New York
October 15, 1997

IndeIndeIndeIndeIndependent Auditorpendent Auditorpendent Auditorpendent Auditorpendent Auditors� Rs� Rs� Rs� Rs� Reeeeeporporporporporttttt
on Supplemental Maon Supplemental Maon Supplemental Maon Supplemental Maon Supplemental Materialterialterialterialterial

The Ladies
Philoptochos
Society   1,232,782       -          25,000 1,257,782
St. Michael�s Home
for the Aged   3,606,192       -          - 3,606,192
Greek Orthodox
Diocese   7,303,506      766,065          - 8,069,571
Hellenic College, Inc.      954,867   2,448,335     8,589,738 11,992,940
The Cathedral School  (1,889,433)   1,416,080          98,195 (375,158)
Adjustments to correct
unrestricted net assets   2,005,795(1)      -         - 2,005,795
Eliminate
intercompany asset
due to consolidation
of affiliates (203,761)(2)      -         - (203,761)

Net assets at
December 31,
995, restated $24,201,867 $8,591,162 $34,760,057 $67,553,086

Continued  next column

Unrestricted Temporarily Permanently Total
restricted restricted
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NEW YORK � The Rev. Dr. Stanley S.
Harakas presented a detailed study on St.
Basil�s guide for Orthodox Christian lay and
monastic life, as it relates to current moral
concerns, at the annual meeting of the
American Theological Society March 27-28.

Fr. Harakas, the Archbishop Iakovos
Professor of Orthodoxy Theology Emeritus
and Holy Cross School of Theology, was
elected last year as the ATS president, a by-
invitation-only society composed of 100 of
the nation�s most prominent theologians. He
chaired this year�s meeting held in New York
at the General Theological Seminary.

He is the first Orthodox theologian
elected to the organization and to hold the
office of president.

Since retiring from Holy Cross in 1995,
Fr. Harakas continues to write on Orthodox
ethical and theological themes from his
home in Florida. His topic on St. Basil is part
of a book in progress on patristic ethics.

Fr. Harakas Speaks to
American Theological Society

stablishing the presence of a
Greek Orthodox community in
a city with one of the most fa-

Competing with the �Fighting Irish�

ST. ANDREW CHURCH IN SOUTH BEND

Name:
St. Andrew�s
Greek Orthodox Church
Location: South Bend, Ind.
Size: 275 families
Diocese:
Chicago
Founded: 1926
Clergy:
Fr. Christ Kontos
(Holy Cross �90)
Noteworthy:
maintains an Orthodox presence
in a Roman Catholic environment

mous Roman Catholic institutions of
higher learning in the world, the Uni-
versity of Notre Dame, has proven a
challenging task, but the parish of St.
Andrew has persevered for more than
70 years.

�This is a very Catholic town,� Fr.
Kontos told the Observer. �Our biggest
struggle is to bring Orthodoxy to the out-
side community.�

He expressed his frustration over
one obstacle in particular, communicat-
ing to area newspapers, which seem to
avoid printing articles about why and
how the Orthodox Church differs in its
practices from the Catholic.

Tours welcome
Nevertheless, some headway is

made in getting out the message of Or-
thodoxy. In addition to the Greek festi-
val, the parish sponsors tours of the
church throughout the year for many
area church groups and schools.

�It�s very exciting,� Fr. Kontos said
about the tour program. �We take ad-
vantage of the opportunity to tell them
about the faith and they come to a
greater appreciation of who the Ortho-
dox are.�

The priest often speaks to commu-
nity groups, some as diverse as the
Knights of Columbus and a local syna-
gogue, which he called �the most excit-
ing presentation I�ve ever given. It al-
lowed me to share the many connec-
tions that we have with the Jewish faith.�

He is also active in a local ecumeni-
cal organization, the United Religious
Communities.

Another means the parish uses to make
its presence known is its dance troupe which
performs at many local events.

The parish�s Hellenic Association
sponsors lectures at the church and pre-
sents topics about Orthodoxy and Greek
customs at local cultural events through-
out the year.

Successful youth programs
To ensure its future as a vibrant com-

munity, St. Andrew maintains a strong
youth program, with very active GOYA and
JOY chapters, and has hosted youth retreats
for Goyans from Indiana and Illinois.

The parish also has a �very commend-
able� junior choir which sings during the
Liturgy in Greek and English, including
Lenten hymns and Ti Ypermaho, Fr. Kontos
explained. The Sunday School has 70 stu-
dents, but only 12 children are enrolled in
the Greek school.

The Philoptochos Society is another
highly active ministry of the church, assist-
ing at a local homeless shelter and feeding
the hungry on a monthly basis. Goyans also
participate in this activity.

A senior citizens� group, the �Golden
Circle,� takes part in many activities.

Most parish revenue comes from stew-
ardship, which Fr. Kontos said �has grown
into a wonderful, positive thing.�

The Greek festival and money from
rental of the fellowship hall, the Good Sa-
maritan Cultural Center, also contribute to
the community�s income.

A book store and library provide a
number of volumes on Orthodox related
subjects.

According to a parish history, St.
Andrew�s diverse membership includes
some immigrants from Greece as well as
second and third generation American-
born, and Orthodox from other parts of
Europe and the Middle East.

A nucleus of 45 Greek immigrant fami-
lies who settled in South Bend founded the
parish in 1926. The church was a renovated
German Evangelical Lutheran Church near
downtown which the community pur-
chased. A few years later, a brick building
was built adjacent to the church to house
the Sunday School, language classes, the
AHEPA meeting room and social hall.

By the 1950s, the parish needed a
larger facility and purchased a Methodist

church which it renovated. St. Andrews
moved into its second home in June
1956.

Present home
Continued growth brought the

need for a third home in the 1970s �
the present church located on the north
side of the city. Groundbreaking for
phase I, the cultural center, took place
in July 1977 and the project was com-
pleted the following May. The Good
Samaritan Cultural Center served as the
sanctuary for the next five-and-a-half
years until the new church was com-
pleted in 1983. The first service was
held Dec. 4 that year with the
�thyranoixia� ceremony.

Fr. Kontos describes today�s par-
ish as a growing community and its
members are well established in the
corporate and educational sectors. Sev-
eral parishioners are members of the
Notre Dame faculty.

A number of Orthodox students at-
tend Notre Dame, as well as three other
colleges in South Bend - St. Mary�s Col-
lege, Bethel College and Indiana Uni-
versity-South Bend. Fr. Kontos� future
plans include creation of a campus min-
istry to serve these students.

Fr. Kontos, a Maryland native who
previously served in Milwaukee, finds
that his ministry in South Bend is most
fulfilling. �It is such a joy to serve the
people and bring them the word of
Christ and the richness and beauty of
the Orthodox faith.� He stated that his
goal is �to have as many people in
church every Sunday as there are on
Palm Sunday and Easter.�

St. Andrew Church is located at
52455 N. Ironwood Road, South Bend;
ph. (219) 277-4688, fax (219) 277-
4689; homepage - http://
m e m b e r s . a o l . c o m / F a t h e r C K /
StAndrew.html

�compiled by Jim Golding

Helen Kocolatos-Demos retired re-
cently after 35 years as a teacher and direc-
tor of the Holy Trinity Archdiocesan Cathe-
dral Sunday School in Manhattan. During
her tenure, a nursery was started and a
monitor was installed for young mothers to
watch the Liturgy. Mrs. Demos is also a
member and third vice president of the Na-
tional Philoptochos Executive Committee,
where she has served for many years.

Retires from
Sunday School

A testimonial dinner for Father Spyridon
and Presbytera Metaxia Papademetriou took
place Sunday, May 3, in Reading, Pa. Fr.
Papademetriou is the retired pastor of St.
Matthews Church in Reading. Metropolitan
Maximos of Pittsburgh was among those in
attendance.

Nearly 200 congregational members
were present at the church on July 13, 1997,
to witness Fr. Papademetriou celebrate his
final Divine Liturgy as their  pastor.

Fr. Spyridon retired following 46 years
as an ordained priest-- 23 of those as pastor
at St. Matthew�s.

Greek Orthodox activist Nicholas
Royce of North Hollywood, Calif., recently
spoke on the faith at a meeting with a UN
official, Professor Abselfattah Amor, at a
public hearing on religious intolerance and
discrimination held at the Islamic Center
in Los Angeles. The event was hosted by
the Muslim community in cooperation with
the Inter-Religious Council of Southern
California.

Dinner for retired priest

Addresses meeting

By ÿ Metropolitan Titus Sylligardakis of Rethymnon and Avlopotamou
Exiting lives of Cretan Saints. A joy to read. Saints including Titus the Apostle, St. Andrew

of Crete �Menas, Great Martyr �Recent Four Holy Martyrs of Rethymnon.
(Over 300 pp.) Reg. $18.95,

This month�s Special $14.95 (Shipping add $3.00)

Orthodox Books � Over 1,000 Titles!
 Baptism and Wedding Favors

Icons �Byzantine Style
All Sizes Incense �Vigil Lights

ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CENTER BOOKSTORE
280 New Braintree Rd.,  PO Box 237 West Brookfield, MA 01585 Tel. (508) 867-7039

Please call or write for more information.

NEW RELEASE!      CRETAN SAINTS
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NEW YORK - ATHENS

$459
$299

One way + Tax

Round trip + Tax

JAN-FEB-MAR

$599
$379 - 399

One way + Tax

Round trip + Tax

APR-MAY & SEP-OCT

$739
$479 - 499

One way + Tax

Round trip + Tax

JUN-JUL-AUG

FROM OTHER CITIES:
ATLANTA ................................ $559 - 939
BALTIMORE ........................... $499 - 929
BOSTON ................................  $499 - 869
CHARLOTTE........................... $559 - 939
CHICAGO ................................ $559 - 919
DALLAS .................................. $579 - 979
DENVER.................................. $629 - 989
FT.LAUDERDALE .................... $599 - 969
HOUSTON ............................... $579 - 979

LOS ANGELES ........................ $629 - 989
MIAMI ..................................... $599 - 969
NEW ORLEANS ...................... $579 - 999
ORLANDO .............................. $599 - 969
PHILADELPHIA...................... $499 - 859
TAMPA ...................................  $599 - 969

*Restrictions apply. Rates are subject to change.
Other U.S. cities available. Child fares available.

TOLL FREE PHONE: (800) 272-7600

NEW YORK CITY
551 Fifth Avenue

New York, NY 10176
(212) 599-2727

LONG ISLAND
101 Broadway

Hicksville, NY 11801
(516) 822-7900

FLORIDA
100 S.Biscayne Blvd.

Miami, FL 33131
(305) 374-9600
(800) 467-2500

ATHENS
Paparigopoulou 3
Athens, Greece

324-5926

BRAZIL
Rio De Janeiro

322 - 1304

$499TO $659TO $849TO

FROM FROM FROM

Return to: Office of Admissions, 50 Goddard Ave. Brookline MA 02146

Name: _________________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________

City: ______________________ State: _________ Zip: __________

Phone: _____________________________________________________

Discover the Tradition

 HOLY CROSS
Discover

GREEK ORTHODOX
SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY

Sixty years ago the Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese founded a school in the United
States to train qualified young men for the
priesthood. They wanted to guarantee that the
treasures of Orthodoxy and lofty ideals of
Hellenism would be insured by well-trained
leaders.

Much has changed since 1937, but Holy
Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology
continues to serve the Church by educating
future clergy and lay ministers. Under the
leadership of quality professors, students learn
the rich history of the Orthodox Church, they
explore the depths of its theology, and they
struggle to make these things a living reality
in an America on the threshold of a new
millennium.

Perhaps the Holy Spirit is moving you to
prepare for the priesthood. Or maybe your calling is to serve the Church in lay
ministry. Whatever your personal aspirations might be, Holy Cross can help you
reach your goals. Over one hundred women and men are currently studying to
bring Greek Orthodoxy to a new generation. Join them and discover the tradition.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

By Rev. Dr. Frank Marangos

A few weeks ago a most disturbing ar-
ticle was circulated by the Associated Press.
The news account described the tragic story
of a 14-year old high school student in
Paducah, Ky., who calmly pulled a .22 semi-
automatic pistol from his backpack and fired
off 12 shots, killing three and wounding five
of his fellow school-mates.  What makes the
incident even more agonizing is the fact that
the victims had just concluded a Christian
prayer service with a group of 35 students.
When asked why he did it, the �gun-child�
told a teacher, �I do not know, I don�t know!�

What is Happening to the Faith
of Our Children?

�Rekindle the gift of God
that is within you . . .
a faith that dwelt first
in your grandmother Lois
and your mother Eunice and now,
I am certain dwells in you.�

II Timothy 1:4-5

ages them to cultivate the family habit of
properly participating in frequent commun-
ion.  �Participation in the Holy Mysteries of
Christ,� insists Theophan, �joins children
(and adults) to the Lord in the most lively
and active way.�  He continues by insisting
that Holy Communion �sanctifies, gives
peace, and makes children inaccessible to
the dark powers.�   The life of Saint Andrew
of Crete is a wonderful example of the life-
changing influence of Theophan�s advice.  As
a child, St. Andrew was unable to speak for
a very long time.  When his parents turned
to prayer and Holy Communion, his lips
were miraculously opened!

Like the verbal hush of St. Andrew, the
crisis in our educational system can be di-
rectly attributed to our children�s spiritual
separation from God.  It is the consequence
of removing fasting, prayer and the study of
anything religious from our homes as well
as from school curricula.  It is the result of
stapling posters of sports and music person-
alities on our children�s bedroom walls
where the icons of Orthodox Saints used to
hang!  When liturgical experience, the wit-
ness and confession of faith in God, is re-
moved from family life, from society and
from our educational system, then, I am
afraid, it is only a matter of time before sor-
did activities begin to take their place!

If, then, we honestly desire to realign
our confused society and thereby heal our
educational system, it will be necessary for
parents to rediscover their responsibility to
nurture their children�s spiritual develop-
ment and thereby help society redefine its
faith.  This is the major thrust of the scrip-
tural verse quoted above.  Taken from his
2nd epistle to a young deacon, Saint Paul
exhorts Timothy to �rekindle the faith�
within him.  Timothy�s faith is understood
by Paul to be an extension and an inherit-
ance . . . something that first belonged to
Timothy�s grandmother and was later trans-
ferred to his mother.  Although it now sur-
vives in this young deacon, it must none-
theless be �rekindled.�

ÄÄÄ
The 2nd epistle to Timothy was writ-

ten while St. Paul was in prison.    We can
only imagine what must have been going
through St. Paul�s mind during this most
difficult incarceration.  How was Timothy?
Was he safe or was his spiritual life in jeop-
ardy?  Was his conviction in the Lordship of
Jesus Christ steadfast, or had the then god-
less society begun to corrupt his mind . . .
persuading the young deacon to reject his
Savior?  It was out of this concern for
Timothy�s salvation rather than his own well
being that St. Paul wrote this beautiful pas-
toral letter!

While it is true that Christians today are
for the most part, placed behind metal bars,
it can be, nonetheless, successfully argued
that family faith has often been imprisoned
behind the philosophical bars of a Godless
society where the faithful are relentlessly
persecuted and taunted as intellectually �un-
sophisticated� and morally �intolerant.�

The faith that was bequeathed to us
from our parents and grandparents must
likewise be transmitted to our children.  The
tragic news account of the recent Kentucky
high-school shooting, however, illustrates
how badly we have failed to accomplish this
important task.

The degree of spiritual depravity in our
school system is undeniable.  It is in fact the
consequence of a society which is, none-
theless, quite proud and boastful to our na-

What is happening to the faith of our
children?  What has become of our society
and our schools when children plot to kill
their fellow students because they choose
to courageously witness their faith to oth-
ers?  I would suggest that the aforemen-
tioned questions underscore a most impor-
tant query:  What, indeed, is the condition
of our children�s faith?

We can no longer ignore the condition
of our children�s spiritual posture.  While
many may naively think that perhaps �some-
one else is responsible� or, more troubling,
that �my children would never engage in
baneful behavior�, the time has come for
Orthodox Christians to discuss ways to help
our children �rekindle the gift of God� . . .
the gift of faith that was bequeathed to them
by past generations.   The question is in-
deed painful, because the condition of our
children�s faith is pre-determined by the
condition of our own!

When approached as an integrated sys-
tem, the sacred writings of Holy Scripture,
the witness of the Church Fathers and our
entire Liturgical Tradition provide a spiritual
paradigm that can help us rekindle family
faith and thereby realign our troubled soci-
ety.  Our liturgical life should be the first
place that we turn to when we honestly de-
sire to assess the condition of our faith.  If
we carefully review the habits of our respec-
tive family�s worship, we will quickly dis-
cover the reason for society�s unhealthy
condition.

Put simply, the unhealthy condition of
our children�s faith is frequently the result
of spiritual neglect in our own family life.
When coupled with our contemporary
society�s desire to reject the Lordship of
Christ, a neglected spiritual life will leave
our children vulnerable to a variety of un-
godliness.  As such, instead of being exten-
sions of truth, wisdom and faith, the corri-
dors of our children�s schools have become
pathways of darkness where moral judg-
ment is eclipsed by ethical relativity.  This is
why our nation�s educational hallways have
oftentimes become allies of sin and death.
By abdicating our parental responsibility to
nurture respect of spiritual things in our
children to our nation�s educational system,
we have unintentionally provided the envi-
ronment for faith to decline!

St. Theophan the Recluse suggests that
society itself is influenced by the degree of
parental involvement in the spiritual habits
of their children.  Consequently, when
speaking to parents Saint Theophan encour- See REL. EDUCATION on p.  27
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TOP PROPERTIES is a private con-
cern and Mr. George S. Pipinos, its owner,
has earned, over the years, a reputation
for integrity and excellence in the world
of Real Estate in the Dodecanese.

At Top Properties we try hard to at-
tract important and selective investors:
high caliber businessmen/women and dis-
cerning professional people, both Greek
and foreign, who wish to acquire substan-
tial and valuable property on Rhodes.

We offer our expertise and advice pri-
vately, discreetly and in strict confidence.

We keep a comprehensive list of real
estate of the highest specification:

Ïäüò ÊÝííåíôõ 38,  ÑÏÄÏÓ 85100 � 38 Kennedy St., RHODES GR85100 GREECE
TEL.: (0241) 23895 � FAX: (0241) 20883

TOP PROPERTIES
GEORGIOS S. PIPINOS � ÃÅÙÑÃÉÏÓ Ó. ÐÉÐÉÍÏÓ

ÌÅÓÉÔÇÓ ÁÓÔÉÊÙÍ ÓÕÌÂÁÓÅÙÍ
REAL ESTATE AGENT � MEMBER OF F.I.A.B.C.I.

Ç �TOP PROPERTIES� åßíáé áôïìéêÞ åðé÷åßñçóç êáé áíÞêåé åî ïëïêëÞñïõ óôïí ê.
Ãåþñãéï Ó. Ðéðßíï, ðïõ áðü ôï 1971 áó÷ïëåßôáé áðïêëåéóôéêÜ êáé ìüíï ìå åðåíäýóåéò êáé
REAL ESTATE, óôï íçóß ôçò Ñüäïõ, êáèþò êáé óôçí åõñýôåñç ðåñéï÷Þ ôçò ÄùäåêáíÞóïõ.

ÁÐÅÕÈÕÍÏÌÁÓÔÅ: Óôïõò óïâáñïýò, áðáéôçôéêïýò êáé åðéëåêôéêïýò åðåíäõôÝò-
åðé÷åéñçìáôßåò- åëåýèåñïõò åðáããåëìáôßåò, ̧ ëëçíåò êáé îÝíïõò, õøçëïý åéóïäçìáôéêïý åðéðÝäïõ,
ðïõ åíäéáöÝñïíôáé íá êÜíïõí ìéá óïâáñÞ åðÝíäõóç ðñïâïëÞò óôï íçóß ôçò Ñüäïõ.

ÐÑÏÓÖÅÑÏÕÌÅ:  Á) Õðçñåóßåò êáé ðëçñïöïñßåò ðïõ ãßíïíôáé óå ðñïóùðéêü åðßðåäï
ìå å÷åìýèåéá, äéáêñéôéêüôçôá êáé óïâáñüôçôá.

Â) ÌåãÜëç ãêÜìá õøçëÞò ðïéüôçôáò áêéíÞôùí, üðùò: 1) Îåíïäï÷åßá Á� êáé Â� êáôçãïñßáò
ôùí 600-500-350-300 êëéíþí 2) ÊåíôñéêÜ áóôéêÜ áêßíçôá êáôÜëëçëá ãéá ÔñÜðåæåò -
êáôáóôÞìáôá-ãñáöåßá 3) ÐáñáëéáêÝò åêôÜóåéò, êáôÜëëçëåò ãéá ôïõñéóôéêÝò åðåíäýóåéò ôùí
150.000-100.000-70.000-50.000-36.000 ô.ì. êáé 4) Äéáìåñßóìáôá êáé ìåæïíÝôåò ðñïâïëÞò.

ÓÔÏ×ÏÓ ÌÁÓ ÅÉÍÁÉ: Íá ðñïóöÝñïõìå óôï áãïñáóôéêü ìáò êïéíü  õøçëÞò ðïéüôçôáò
áêßíçôá êáé åõêáéñßåò óôï íçóß ôçò Ñüäïõ. Ç åéêïóéðåíôáåôÞò êáé ðëÝïí ðåßñá ìáò óôïí ôïìÝá
áõôü áðïôåëåß åããýçóç.

ÓÕÍÈÇÌÁ ÌÁÓ ÅÉÍÁÉ:
Åðåíäýóôå óôç ÑÏÄÏ ÔÙÑÁ, óå áêßíçôá ðïõ ÁÍÔÅ×ÏÕÍ ÓÔÏ ×ÑÏÍÏ

Ãåþñãéïò Ó. Ðéðßíïò
ÌÅÓÉÔÇÓ ÁÓÔÉÊÙÍ ÓÕÌÂÁÓÅÙÍ

Ãéáôß åìåßò ãíùñßæïõìå êáëýôåñá!

a. A´ and B´ class hotels (600, 500, 350, 300 beds capacity).
b. Centrally situated office buildings and other business premises.
c. Seaside land, ideal for development (hotels, holiday resorts, etc.), of 150.000,

100.000, 70.000, 50.000, 36.000 sq.m.
d. Luxury apartments, maisonettes, detached, semi-detached and terraced houses.
Our aim is to give our clients the opportunity to acquire value for money, first class

real estate on Rhodes. Our 25-year-old experience in Real Estate is our warranty.
Our motto is: Invest in Rhodes. Invest in property. It stands the test of time.

TOP PROPERTIES and George S. Pipinos
Because we know best
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Tell Me Father

By Fr. George Papaioannou

I am inspired and fasci-
nated in reading the Bible, both
the Old Testament and the
New Testament.  I pray before
I start reading for God�s help
and enlightenment to under-

The Two Trees in Paradise

stand and comprehend what I read. Please
explain to me what is the meaning of the
two trees that the Bible refers to in the third
chapter of the book of Genesis?  One is
called the tree of knowledge and the other
the tree of life.

A.D.G.
Atlanta

In the second chapter of
Genesis, the first book of the
Bible, we are told that after God
created the world He created
man and set him to be the king
of the created world.  Thinking

of man�s complete happiness and enjoy-
ment God planted a garden and there he
put the man he had formed.  Of the many
trees in the Garden two are mentioned by
name:   �and out of the ground the lord made
to grow every tree that is pleasant to the
sight and good for food, the tree of life also
in midst of the garden, and the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil.� (Gen. II:7-9)

This is the first time that the Bible re-
fers to the two trees: the tree of life and the
tree of knowledge.  Usually we talk of the
Tree of Knowledge and very little or not at
all about the Tree of Life.  I shall first try to
give the purpose of the Tree of Knowledge
and then I shall deal with the Tree of Life.

The Tree of Knowledge
of Good and Evil

Taking him around the magnificent
Garden of Eden, God told Adam �you may
freely eat of every tree of the garden; but of
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil
you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat
of it you shall die.�  The fruit of this tree is
also known as the forbidden fruit.

What is this Tree of Knowledge?
Couldn�t Adam and Eve make a distinction
between what is good and what is evil be-
fore they ate from the tree?

St. Gregory of Nyssa explains that in
Paradise existed two possibilities for man;
the possibility of life and the possibility of
immortality or eternal life.  In the middle of
Paradise was the Tree of Knowledge of good
and evil which gave man the possibility of
either life or death.

Obedience to the command of God not
to eat of the Tree of Knowledge would had
given man the possibility to grow and reach
immortality, disobedience would lead to
death.  We would have become immortal if
we had made correct use of our freedom.
How precisely this would have come about
is inconceivable to us who live after the Fall.

As far as being able to distinguish be-
tween good and evil while Adam lived in
Paradise, the Orthodox Church believes that
the first couple was blessed with untold
wisdom and endowed with a prophetic cha-
risma.

�In Paradise Adam and Eve were

blessed with the unspeakable joy of convers-
ing with the Creator to listen to the divine
voice and become co-lingual with God,� says
St. Basil.

Man in Paradise had, in a much supe-
rior capacity than after the Fall, the gifts of
wisdom and prudence and discernment. Of
course the first couple could discern what
was good and what was evil and did not
need to eat from the forbidden tree in order
to acquire the knowledge and discernment.

St. John Chrysostom gives this expla-
nation concerning the knowledge of good
and evil before man ate from the forbidden
tree; �Adam could discern both these things
(good and evil); it was impossible for him
not to know what was good and what was
bad.

God from the beginning in creating man
placed within him natural law, for our con-
science articulated to us and we taught our-
selves the knowledge of good and the like;
for we do not need to learn that fornication
is evil and continence is good, because we
have known it from the very beginning.

The knowledge man acquired after eat-
ing from the forbidden fruit was experien-
tial knowledge and that was to his detriment.
�Man knew from the moment of his cre-
ation what was good and what was evil;
what was beneficial and salutary and what
was harmful and destructive,� writes
Athanasios S. Frangopoulos in his book Our
Orthodox Christian Faith.  �But this knowl-
edge was theoretical.  He possessed knowl-
edge but not experience.  When he later ate
of the tree, he also received practical knowl-
edge through the experience.

The Tree of Knowledge was like the
other trees in Paradise. The tree itself was
not evil, or harmful; indeed, it was not the
tree that brought the calamity upon man-
kind but rather man�s disobedience to the
will of God.

The Tree of Life
The first time the Bible makes mention

of the Tree of Life was when God com-
manded Adam not to eat from the Tree of
Knowledge. This was before Adam and Eve
were expelled from Paradise. There is no
instruction given to Adam and Eve about this
tree and its fruit.  We do not know if they
ever ate from this tree.  From the name given
to it and from God�s own words it appears
that the Tree of Life secured immortality.

One of the reasons God wanted Adam
and Eve out of Paradise was to prevent them
from eating from the Tree of Life and thus
become immortal.  Said the Lord God:  �Lest
he (man) put forth his hand and take also of
the Tree of Life, and eat, and live for ever,
therefore the Lord God sent him forth from
the Garden of Eden, to till the ground from
which he was taken�.  (Gen. III:22-24).

 The Bible does mention again the Tree
of Life and thus what exactly this tree was
remains a mystery for us.

The Fathers of the Church, including
Basil the Great, Gregory of Nyssa and
Chrysostom treat the subject as �a veiled
mystery.� John Damascene writes this about
the Tree of Life:  �The Tree of Life possessed
a divine thought that has its origin in the world
of sense, and the ascent through that to the
originating and constructive cause of all.�

IMPORTER/Wholesaler
CALL FOR

FREE BROCHURE
(800) 362-4912
(610) 352-2748

Fax: (610) 352-3085

Largest selection of Icons available � LOWEST PRICES GUARANTEED

The Most Beautiful Gift in the World
Pure 950o Silver Icons

M A R K O S  travel
serviceDAILY DEPARTURES

with

V NON-STOP FLIGHTS ON JUMBO747
V EASY CONNECTIONS from anywhere in the U.S.A.
at UNBELIEVABLE LOW RATES!

289$

Call Markos Travel Now!
NATIONWIDE TOLL FREE

800-243-7728
CONNECTICUT RESIDENTS

800-842-8260

644 SILAS DEAN HWY.
WETHERSFIELD, CT 06109

449$

*

*
One Way áðü

Round trip

OTHER FLIGHTS

*A Limited
Number of Seats

Owner:
Markos

Hatzikonstantis

...BOOK NOW
AND SAVE!
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KKKKKontos Fontos Fontos Fontos Fontos Foodsoodsoodsoodsoods  famous for its POCKETPOCKETPOCKETPOCKETPOCKET-LESS-LESS-LESS-LESS-LESS     PITPITPITPITPITAAAAA,
is proud to present its original products once again.

BOX 628, PATERSON, NJ 07544
 � Fax: (973) 278-7943

KONTOS FOODS, INC � EVRIPIDES KONTOS, President

F i l l o
K a t a i f i

Delicious, traditional products made

offered to Communities, Or-
ganizations, Church festi-
vals and all other functions.

SPECIAL DISCOUNTS

Courteous Service � WE SHIP EVERYWHERE in the US & CANADA

S p a n a k o p i t a
T y r o p i t a

with the highest quality ingredients

    (973) 278-2800

Name: _________________________________________________
Address:________________________________________________
City, State, Zip:___________________________________________
Phone:_________________________________________________

IONIAN VILLAGE � 8 East 79th Street, New York, NY 10021
or call us at: (212) 570-3534 � Email: ionianvillage@goarch.org

Please send me information on Spiritual Odyssey:

Travel to Greece
and Constantinople with the
Spiritual Odyssey program
of Ionian Village !
July 12 - 27, 1998

� Spiritual Odyssey is a summer travel program for young adults ages 19 and
older. You will experience the faith, culture and heritage of Greece, while
making friendships and memories that will last a lifetime.

� The highlight of the trip is an audience with His All Holiness Ecumenical
Patriarch Bartholomew in Constantinople and a tour of the Patriarchate and
the Byzantine monuments of the city.

YOUNG ADULTS

c l o u d
tours
c/r neg

m i s s i o n sm i s s i o n s
SWITZERLAND, Fla. � More than 50

participants gathered recently for the annual
Orthodox Mission Retreat where they com-
memorated 10 years of mission teams.

The retreat theme, �Welcome Home,�
was a challenge to all Orthodox Christians
to keep the Word of the Father � keep His
Word, and He will make His home with you.
The focus of missions needs to remain on
Christ and on the commitment to implement
His Great Commission at home and abroad.
Local mission priest, Fr. Ted Pisarchuk of
Jacksonville, �welcomed home� the partici-
pants to Florida and challenged them to grow
in their understanding of mission and evan-
gelism at the retreat and, as Orthodox
people of prayer and worship, to �spread
the Good News.�

Retreat Focuses on a Decade of Mission Teams

By Andrew J. Lekos

The retreat welcomed home partici-
pants from around the country who are per-
sonally involved in mission outreach. Reg-
istrants came from as far away as Califor-
nia, Massachusetts, the Bahamas and Gua-
temala. Of these, 18 were former OCMC
Mission Team members, including team
leaders Fr. Milton Gianulis and Jerry Hall,
who spoke at the retreat.

Fr. Hall, the 1992 Uganda team leader,
and pastor of Annunciation Church in Ak-
ron, Ohio, challenged the participants to
welcome Christ into their hearts, their lives
and their mission. It�s God�s call that de-
rives the heart into service.

Fr. Gianulis, the 1994 Tanzania team
leader, currently stationed on the U.S.S. Harry
Truman, challenged participants to �go� with
the confidence that �God is directing you and
giving you all you need to face the challenges
ahead.� He spoke of the �agape� love neces-
sary to carry forth this work.

In between workshops, the participants
had the opportunity to hear about the vari-
ous mission outreaches taking place all
around the country. The participants found
it inspiring to learn how former team mem-
bers are remaining active in mission pro-
grams. This sharing added a very exciting
element to the retreat. Betty Sellas (mem-
ber of the 1992 Uganda team) introduced
the efforts of Team Chicago, a group of past
team members in the Chicago area who
actively work together to promote and sup-
port Orthodox missions.

Antonia Adams (Kenya team 1987)
spoke about the pan-Orthodox Mission out-
reach taking place in Phoenix.

Drs. George and Des Dandalides of
Ohio (Ukraine �91, Poland �92 and Mexico
�94) enthusiastically informed the partici-
pants on how to organize a �Walk for Mis-
sions.�

Dean Triantafilou (Kenya team 1988),
the executive director of International Or-
thodox Christian Charities, appealed for
prayers for the mission humanitarian aid
workers in Chechnya.

Nicholas Chakos (Tanzania team 1994),
who recently returned from two years of
service in Tanzania, shared what it means
to serve the Church as a foreign missionary
in a newly established mission diocese in
East Africa.

Other retreat participants also spoke
with zeal. Dr. Peter Fotos of Kentucky in-
troduced the new OCMC dental ministry,
Orthodox dental Outreach, which organizes
mission trips for dentists. Fay Kolster, the
mission representative of Annunciation
Church in Milwaukee, Wis., shared her ex-
periences as an AGAPE Canister Partner.

Erika Zanders of Dallas spoke about the
amazing pan-Orthodox Mission Committee
of Dallas/Ft. Worth which includes 13 par-
ishes.

Closing the retreat were the �highlights�
of the weekend: Mother Ivonne of the Hogar
Rafael Ayau orphanage in Guatemala and
Sister Triantaphilitsa of St. Mary of Egypt
Mission in Cleveland, both spoke of their
growing Orthodox ministries to the orphans
and the poor.

In speaking about the OCMC programs
themselves, OCMC Executive Director the
Very Rev. Dimitrios Couchell, Agape Canis-
ter Coordinator Andrew Anderson and this
writer, the project coordinator, discussed
current OCMC efforts and projects. They
encouraged all the participants to take what
they had gained from the retreat and to con-
tinue to support Orthodox missions at home
and around the world.

The OCMC welcomes all those interested
in Orthodox missions to participate in
OCMC�s best kept secret. Contact the Ortho-
dox Christian Mission Center (PO Box 4319,
St. Augustine, FL 32085) (904) 829-5132, e-
mail: ocmc@aug.com), and plan to attend the
10th annual Mission Retreat in 1999.
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THE ORTHODOX OBSERVER HAS NEW TELEPHONE AND FAX NUMBERS

 TEL. (212) 570-3555

 FAX: (212) 774-0239
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THE GREATEST
GREEK

ENTERTAINMENT
EVER

ASSEMBLED
AT SEA

COSTAS GRIAS

GABRIEL

JULIE ZIAVRAS

Composer SPIROS KARDAMIS
and his group featuring

LEFTERIS BOURNIAS

Welcome to our 12th Cruise in the Eastern Caribbean
Organized by Estiator and Greek-American Review

JANUARY 31 - FEBRUARY 7, 1999

ENJOY A REAL

Special Guest singer
YIANNI DIAKOS
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Scholarships
WEST HILLS, Calif. � The Eastern Ortho-

dox Committee on Scouting (EOCS) recently
presented  its annual National Scholarship to
Eagle Scout James Markis, a member of St.
Nicholas Church in Northridge and a recent
graduate of Chaminade College Preparatory
School who will attend UCLA this fall.

He also has been the recipient of the
1996 Alpha Omega Award, which requires
substantial knowledge of Church doctrine,

Orthodox Scouting Scholarships Awarded

O�FALLON, Ill. � The U.S. Commission
for Scholastic Assistance-College Bound
supplies the public with more than 700 pri-
vate scholarship sources. Their lists include
scholarship names, addresses, application
deadlines, summaries about the scholarship
and the amount the scholarship will pay.

Many scholarships pay the entire tuition;
others can be applied towards tuition, living

prayers and practices.
EOCS is a standing committee of the

Standing Conference of Canonical Orthodox
Bishops of America.

For more information about the schol-
arship program, contact EOCS Chairman
George Bouloukos, 862 Guy Lombardo Ave.,
Freeport, N.Y. 11520, or through its Web
sites at: http://www.vccbsa.org/eocs or
http://www.pb.net/eocs.

Organization Provides Lists of Scholarship Sources
expenses and/or other fees. Most scholar-
ships can be used at junior colleges, career
and vocational schools, four-year colleges,
graduate schools, medical and law schools.

For information on obtaining these
scholarship lists, send an addressed,
stamped, business-size #10 envelope to:
The U.S. Commission for Scholastic Assis-
tance, PO Box 668, O�Fallon, IL 62269.

PALOS HILLS, Ill. � Sts. Constantine
& Helen JOY Basketball Program recently
came to a close with championship and All-
Star games

An awards banquet followed where 150
children ages 7-13 were honored with par-
ticipant trophies. First- and second-place
teams also received trophies.

From among the participants 49 All
Stars were selected. They will be eligible to
try out for the two parish Junior Olympics
teams that will compete May 22- 24.

Highlighting the afternoon was the hon-
oring of two inductees into the JOY B-Ball
Hall of Fame: Fr. James L. Greanias, who
served the parish as pastoral assistant form
1989 to 1996. Fr. Jim was extremely instru-
mental in making the program as success-
ful as it is today; and Louis Kyros, a senior
at Stagg High School who went through the

Illinois Parish Has Successful
Joy Basketball Season

JOY program and is a model scholar/ ath-
lete.

Basketball season began in October
with games played every Saturday. The chil-
dren were divided into 10 minor division
teams and six major division teams.

Program commissioners were (Minor
League) Jim Roupas and (Major League)
George Asimakopoulos.

JOY soccer program
The parish is currently conducting its

annual soccer program for all parish chil-
dren in grades 2-8.

This will again bring together nearly 150
children into minor and major divisions.

The season began in April and will con-
tinue through the beginning of June. Com-
missioners are Jim Tsitsopoulos & Bill
Konstantinides.

SportsSports
CHICAGO �  More than 2,100 young

people are expected to take part in the 17th

annual Greek Orthodox Diocese of Chicago
Junior Olympics held Memorial Day week-
end, May 22-24.

Sts. Constantine and Helen in Palos
Hills, Ill., will serve as host community. The
youth, ages 7-18, from more than 30 differ-
ent parishes of the six-state  Chicago Dio-
cese will participate in a conglomeration of
individual and team athletic events.

Diocese of Chicago Jr. Olympics Set

By Fr. Nicholas Jonas

This year�s program will include swim-
ming, track and field, soccer, softball, bas-
ketball, volleyball, 10K run, bowling, tennis,
chess, checkers, and table tennis.

Moreover, several different collegiate
scholarships will be presented to Junior
Olympics athletes showing a strong spiri-
tual life, academic record, community in-

volvement and writing skills.
Facilities to be used include the Sts.

Constantine and Helen Church complex, A.
A. Stagg High School, and Moraine Valley
Community College, all in Palos Hills.

With each passing year, this event has
become all the more larger and stronger. It
is through the monetary contributions of the
participating parish, various individuals, or-
ganizations and businesses as well as the
hard work of each and every volunteer, that
this event has been a success for sixteen
years. The Junior Olympics are open to all
young people, ages 7-18, of the Greek Or-
thodox faith.

For more information regarding the
Diocese of Chicago Junior Olympics, con-
tact your local Greek Orthodox parish or Fr.
Nicholas Jonas at (708) 974-3400. Sts.
Constantine and Helen Church is located at
11025 S. Roberts Road, Palos Hills.

224 pages OF GREEK MUSIC & VIDEO

TEL: (718) 932-8400
(800) GREEK 22

GREEK VIDEO
RECORDS & TAPES
25-50 31st STREET � ASTORIA
NY 11102 � FAX: (718) 932-4911

When in New York, visit our
Greek Music & Video Super-
store, with over 6000 sq ft of
displays, with every CD, Cas-
sette or video in the market
and the lowest prices.

Included in the catalog:
Ü Teleftees Epitihies - All the latest releases of

major Greek singers.
Ü All time favorites - An expanded, 50 page

section with all the songs we love to listen
Ü Children�s Books, and Videos
Ü Alphabetical listings of all Greek

Music & Video
Ü New Video Releases - Dance Videos
NEW RELEASES - Demotika - Nisiotika - Horeftika
- Kritika - Rebetika - Zeibekika - Hasapika -
Tsiftetelia - Instrumental - Pontiaka - Pedika -
Sholika - Palia tragoudia - Classical music -
Soundtracks - Archaea and Byzantine

ALL OF GREEK MUSIC
& VIDEO IN ONE CATALOG

FREE  UPON
REQUEST

1998 GENERAL CATALOG

We supply Greek CD�s, cassettes
and videos in consignment to
Churches for their annual festivals,
at very low, special prices. Plealse
call us for more details.

AT UNBELIEVABLY LOW - LOW
FANTASTIC PRICES

Watch the next Orthodox Observer for more information and special discounted
rates for an exciting day of spiritual and social enrichment for our youth!

Youth Rally
Wednesday, July 8th

The 34th Clergy-Laity in Orlando
may come to be remembered as

the �FAMILY� Clergy-Laity
for as Jesus said,

�Let the little children come to me for to such as
these belongs the kingdom of Heaven�

(Matthew 19:14)

The Youth Rally will begin with a Doxology
and special time with Archbishop Spyridon.

Youth speakers and special appearances by our talented
Orthodox Musicians will be highlighted throughout the day.

THE RALLY WILL CONTINUE...
 WITH A SPECIAL DAY TRIP TO SEA WORLD!
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challengeYouth Ministry

ChallengeChallengeChallengeChallengeChallenge is the youth supplement
to the Orthodox Observer produced
by the Department of Youth & Young

Adult Ministries.
Articles reflect the opinion of the writers.
Write to the Office of Youth & Young

Adult Ministries, Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese of America

8 East 79th Street,
New York, New York  10021

� To subscribe to the Youth Office Listserver,
send an e-mail to:
majordomo@list.goarch.org  � In the
BODY of the e-mail, type in: subscribe youth

Email: youthoffice@goarch.org
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Two young boys in Arkansas, so young
that one almost cannot believe them capable
of such actions, have intentionally and me-
thodically, in cold blood, perpetrated a vi-
cious crime. They put into effect a scheme
that enabled them to murder four of their
schoolmates and a teacher, and to inflict
untold physical and emotional damage to
countless others. Across the nation, the
question, �Why?� echoes endlessly, to be
answered almost without exception, �It�s a
mystery. It�s inexplicable.�

Another possible explanation is
society�s saturation with the media�s end-
less depictions of callous violence - solely,
we should emphasize, for purposes of en-
tertainment.  It is impossible to  watch
shootings, stabbings, rapes, beatings and
other acts of violence over and over again
without being affected in some way, even
unconsciously. Even more vulnerable are
today�s children, who cannot remember a
time when violence, promiscuity, vulgarity
and every imaginable assault on decency
were not the norm in terms of popular en-
tertainment.  The indifference to human
suffering that is the result of our society�s
unwholesome choices in entertainment,
coupled with the ready availability of fire-
arms, go far in explaining the tragic events
of last week. But we are still dealing with
the symptoms of a greater malady, and have
not yet named the underlying problem.

Can the mystery be solved? For Ortho-
dox Christians, the answer is clear. A soci-
ety that has fallen away from God�s statutes
is vulnerable to every assault of the adver-
sary, who is only too willing to exploit our
sinful nature. �Between God and myself,
between my neighbor and myself, there of-
ten stands a dark, evil power. I know this by
experience, surely, logically. The devil cun-
ningly induces us - instead of arousing us
against himself - to notice our neighbors�
sins, to make us spiteful and angry with oth-
ers, and to awaken our contempt towards
them, thus keeping us in enmity with them,
and with the Lord God Himself.� (Father
John of Kronstadt)  It is necessary to recog-
nize that the devil sees our weaknesses, and

By Anastasia Tasoulis DTo a recent print ad describing the
two-hour season finale of �Melrose
Place.�  �Lust, greed, murder, jeal-

ousy, hate, adultery, malice, bribery, black-
mail, envy, contempt, passion, deception.
The only sin is missing it.�

CTo �Dawson�s Creek� for having two
of its teenage characters choose to
remain virgins.

DTo �Dawson�s Creek� for having a
third teenage character, Pacey, lose
his virginity to one of his high school

teachers.

CTo Leonardo DiCaprio for saying
�No� to drugs.  Discussing the drug
use of basketball star Jim Carroll,

who he portrayed in the move, �The Bas-
ketball Diaries,� DiCaprio said, �I will never,
ever try any of that stuff.�

CTo Candace Porter, a victim in the
Arkansas shooting tragedy.  Accord
ing to her mother, �Her (Candace�s)

love of the Lord has been what has kept
her so strong...She is comforted by the fact
that God has a purpose for them (referring
to the four children and one adult who did
not survive the shooting.�)

What do you think about our evalua-
tions?  Write to us at the Youth Office and
let us know.  We�ll print your comments!
We look forward to your responses.

LUKE DIAMANT � The Church
of the Holy Cross, Mnt Lebanon, PA

PROFILE: 18 yrs. Old; Senior at
South Park High School; moved from
Augusta, GA in 1992; likes to play
sports and advocates good sportsman-
ship; enjoys helping others and always
considers how he can provide a good
Christian example for  his friends and
peers; camper at Camp Nazareth; will
begin his freshman year at West Vir-
ginia Wesleyan College this Fall.

SERVICE: GOYA Vice President;
GOYA cleans church, plans service
projects, visit children�s homes, and
hosts church�s coffee hour once a

month;  plans to attend �Project Mexico�
this summer and serving as a camp coun-
selor next summer.

ADVICE TO PEERS: �Consider the con-
sequences of your actions; be yourself and
do not try to conform to what others say or
think; be your own person; go to church
and get involved, it�s fun, you meet people
and it gives you a lot of support;

FOOD FOR THOUGHT: God�s com-
mandments provide his standard for living

What Do You Think?

Did you know that for 40 days after
Pascha we greet our fellow Orthodox Chris-
tians with the paschal exclamation, �Christ
is Risen, Truly He is Risen!�  It is the expres-
sion of our joy, the sharing of our faith and
the assurance that Christ has defeated death.
Also, for forty days, liturgical vestments and
linens remain white, like the robe of the
angel that announced the Good News.  The
epitaphion of Holy Friday remains in the
sanctuary at this time, for the death of the
savior is always linked to His resurrection.
The icon of Christ in the tomb covers the
altar table, and on it we celebrate the Eu-
charist, for out of the tomb comes life.

No one may kneel or bow until Pente-
cost.  It is no longer a time to fast, but rather
to invite friends, particularly the poor and
the lonely, to share the festal meals.
Throughout the Paschal season we read,
both in church and at home, the Acts of the
Apostles in their entirety.  This is done in
remembrance of the joyful atmosphere of
the first days of the Church.  During that
time, the disciples lived in a permanent
miracle, the Holy Spirit acting through them.
John�s gospel, the gospel of light, is also read
in its entirety, beginning with the prologue
on the night of Pascha, and then a passage
(pericope) for each day until Pentecost.

Did You Know?

� By the time a child graduates from
high school, they will have spent about
11,000 hours in school and 15,000 hours
watching TV.

� About 5 acts of violence are commit-
ted during 1 hour of �prime time� television
programming and 20-25 acts occur each
hour on Saturday morning �children�s pro-
grams.�

� One out of five young Americans will
have committed a serious violent offense by
age 18.

� Criminologists expect juvenile crime
to rise by 114% over the next decade.

�After years of epidemic poverty, job-
lessness, racial intolerance, family disinte-
gration, domestic violence, and drug and
alcohol abuse, the crisis of children having
children has been eclipsed by the greater
problem of children killing children.�

� Marian Wright Edelman,
Children�s Defense Fund

Violence Examined
always seeks to do battle
with the Holy Spirit,
with our souls as the
battleground.

Can we shift
the responsibil-
ity from our
own shoul-
ders for the
evil actions of
human beings
by blaming the
devil? No, but
it is necessary
to recognize
how easily in-
clined we are to do
evil if we are not vigi-
lant and prayerful. The
New Testament tells us, �If
we claim to be without sin, we
deceive ourselves.� (I John 1:8) Even St. Paul
said, �So I find this law at work: when I want
to do good, evil is right there with me. For
in my inner being I delight in God�s law, but
I see another law at work in the members
of my body, waging war against the law of
my mind and making me a prisoner of the
law of sin at work within my members.�
(Romans 7:21) Furthermore, how do we as
adult role models affect the behavior of our
children? A 1993 article in Newsweek maga-
zine reads, �teenagers don�t invent violence,
they learn it. To a considerable extent, they
act out the attitudes and ethics of the adults
closest to them.�  Aggressive and violent
behavior is not born. The environment that
we create for them and the aggression that
reveals itself in our speech, our choices of
entertainment and our daily actions and in-
teractions with others ultimately sets the
standards for our children�s� behavior.

Upon their apprehension, the boys are
said to have come to themselves, the full
enormity of their actions dawning upon
them. They are said to be crying, reading
their Bibles, and calling for their mothers.
They, let us remember, are only children.
These young boys, without the armor of
Christ to guard them, have sinned. What is
the armor of Christ? Prayer, fasting, repen-
tance, confession, frequent communion. We

are not so different from
these young boys. We

have evil impulses,
we envy, we hate.

At the Last Judg-
ment, we are
not going to be
graded �on a
curve.� We
can never say,
�Well, at least
I didn�t [supply
the sin of your

choice here. ]�
And without the

armor of Christ,
we are vulnerable to

every attack of the ad-
versary, seeking to ex-

ploit our sinful nature. How
often do we exchange the light

of Christ for the allure of sin? The one prom-
ises unconditional love, salvation, peace,
hope and joy while the other is merely an
illusion that offers us temporary gratifica-
tion but in the long term leaves us naked
and defenseless.

Ultimately, it is our devotion to Christ
that will determine our choices of entertain-
ment, and ultimately, the kind of society we
fashion for ourselves. If we value chastity,
honesty, goodness and purity then we will
not support their opposites on television, in
movies, and in songs. Those who live a Christ-
centered life, putting on the armor of Christ,
will be repelled by the culture that produced
these murders, and others like them that have
taken place and will continue to take place
all over the country unless we take action
and reclaim the light of Christ.

�Be imitators of God, therefore, as
dearly loved children, and live a life of love,
just as Christ loved us and gave himself up
for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to
God...Live as children of light and find out
what pleases the Lord. Have nothing to do
with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but
rather expose them. Be very careful then,
how you live - not as unwise but as wise,
making the most of every opportunity, be-
cause the days are evil...� (Ephesians 5:1-2,
8, 10-11,15)

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

and helps him discern between right and
wrong; faith plays a major role in decision
making; the more you know the more re-
sponsible you are.

F.Y.I.
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STEFANA
Artistically designed and

handmade utilizing:
leather, flowers, pearl

beads, crystal-like
flowers and silk flowers

Custom framing available

HandcrHandcrHandcrHandcrHandcraftedaftedaftedaftedafted
HeirHeirHeirHeirHeirloomsloomsloomsloomslooms

TTTTTel.& fel.& fel.& fel.& fel.& fax (781) 862-8435ax (781) 862-8435ax (781) 862-8435ax (781) 862-8435ax (781) 862-8435
Free catalog available

We Ship Anywhere

FOR YOUR ADS:

Tel: (212) 570-3555
Fax:(212) 774-0239

New numbers

EMPLOYMENT

Wedding and Christen-
ing items, Favors, Marti-
rika, Vaptistika, Ecclesi-
astical items.
We ship anywhere!
(718) 721-9190(718) 721-9190(718) 721-9190(718) 721-9190(718) 721-9190

KENTRIKON-NOUFARO
23-33 31 St.

Astoria, NY 11105

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL INVESTMENTS
LARGE AND SMALL RESTAURANTS

CALL YOUR SOUTH FLORIDA CONNECTION
G R E E K  S P O K E N  F L U E N T L Y

THOMAS DELIS Realtor Associate
954/568-0082 days 954/781-0140 evenings

HUBERT & WEST, INC. Realtors
2000 E. Oakland Park Blvd., Suite 203, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33306

C L A S S I F I E D  A D S
LEGAL SERVICES REAL ESTATE/BUSNS MUSICIANS

Dr. Kimon A. Legakis
Athens University Law SchoolUMaster of Law, Hervard Law School

Doctor of Law, Greece
UCertificate of International Law, Hague Academy of Int�l Law

L e g a l  C o n s u l t a n t
O F F I C E S

209 Garth Road

Scarsdale, N.Y. 10583

   & (914) 725-4717(914) 725-4717(914) 725-4717(914) 725-4717(914) 725-4717
Fax: (914) 725-4936

14 Nikitaras Street
Athens 106 78, Greece

& (011-301) 383-3340
& (011-302) 992-7111

Fax: (011-301)382-0838

With emphasis on: Settlement of Inheritance, Taxes, Disputed
Properties, Civil, International Family and Business Law in Greece

GEORGE KENT�GREEK�AMERICAN�INTERNATIONAL
ORCHESTRA & ENTERTAINMENT

EXPOSÉ REQUESTED! �BOOK EARL�BOOK EARL�BOOK EARL�BOOK EARL�BOOK EARLY FOR 10% REBY FOR 10% REBY FOR 10% REBY FOR 10% REBY FOR 10% REBAAAAATE!�TE!�TE!�TE!�TE!�

CALL KENT 1-914-476-3020
or write: 118 Bolmer Ave., N.Yonkers, NY 10703-1637
Send for stereo cassette albums �Zorba� or �Athena� $11.00 for one, $20 for both to address above.

ONLY TRUST YOUR SOCIAL TO A PROVEN NAME GROUP OF FULL TIME PRO-
FESSIONAL MUSICIANS ENTERTAINERS, AT AFFORDABLE PRICES, WHO�S
ONLY BUSINESS IS MUSIC. PERFORMING AUTHENTIC GREEK MUSIC OF ALL
REGIONS, COLONIES OF GREECE. FEATURING THE �PRIME VOICE OF
GREECE...�  THE CLARINO & BOUZOUKI PLUS VOCALS. BEWARE! OF GREEK
BANDS PROMISING AMERICAN MUSIC, THEN PLAYING TAPES!  ALL OUR
MUSIC IS PERFORMED �LIVE�...OUR AMERICAN SOUNDS PURE AMERICAN,
WITH NO ACCENT!

WEDDINGS

INTERNET: http://www.vali.com � Email:Music@vali.com

Featuring

Gus Vali
&

Gabriel

Tel.:201.768.9100

The Wedding Belle
(410) 563-0999
3825 Eastern Avenue

Baltimore, Maryland 21224
Original favors for all occasions
Martirika, Wedding Crowns &
Decorated Candles, Coufetta,

Unique Stephana Cases
WE SHIP ANYWHERE

Alabama Gulf Coast
TAMPARY BROTHERS

REAL ESTATE
Vacation Rentals/Sales

Condos, Houses
Beautiful Beaches, Golf

Fishing, Boating
800-681-0799

PERICLES REAL ESTATE
FOR ALL YOUR

REAL ESTATE NEEDS
NEW YORK STATE & GREECE
We Are THERE For You!

Esther Pericles, Broker
(914) 561-6681

KOS-ÊÙÓ
ÌïíáäéêÞ åõêáéñßá óå
áðßóôåõôá ÷áìçëÞ ôéìÞ! 70
óôñÝììáôá ìå õðÝñï÷ç èÝá
äßðëá óôï Áóêëçðéåßï ôïõ
ÉððïêñÜôç. ´Áëëá äõü
ìéêñüôåñá êôÞìáôá óå åîßóïõ
üìïñöåò ðåñéï÷Ýò. ÐñÝðåé íá
ðïõëçèïýí ëüãù áíÜãêçò.

(302) 292-0120

TEL: 1-800-421-0639 or 713/626-0808
FAX: 713/626-3019

E-mail: 73344,334 @compuserve.com

U.S IMMIGRATION
VISAS AND CITIZENSHIP

James D. Prappas*

Attorney and Councelor at Law
3555 Timmons Lane, Suite 1450

Houston, Texas 77027

*Board certified Immigration and Nationality Law
Texas Board of Legal Specialization

36 West 44th Street � Suite 1300,
New York, NY 10036

U.S. IMMIGRATION � TAXATION
BUSINESS LAW

INTERNATIONAL TRANSACTIONS
WILLS & ESTATES

Dr. ARES D. AXIOTIS
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW

Tel.: (212) 840-3422 or (203) 255-3312

MEMBER OF N.Y. AND CT BARS

ÄÉÄÁÊÔÙÑ ÐÁÍ/ÌÉÏÕ OXFORD, ENGLAND
Ô. ËÅÊÔÙÑ ÍÏÌÏËÏÃÉÁÓ ÐÁÍ/ÌÉÏÕ CAMBRIDGE, ENGLAND

MOVING? NOT RECEIVING?

If you are moving, please attach
your old label here ò

A N D
Ask your parish to forward your name and new

address to the Observer in order for you to continue
receiving the newspaper

I F
you move but your new home is located in the district
of the same parish, then list your new address below:

Mail this coupon to the �Orthodox Observer�
8 East 79th Street, New York, NY 10021

NAME___________________________________________
ADDRESS______________________________________
CITY___________________STATE ________ZIP_______

VERY IMPORTANT

300 W. Lincoln Hwy. Schererville, IN 46375
(219) 322-7238 or fax (219) 922-1849

MARTIRIKA
STEPHANA

LAMBATHES
PARTY FAVORS

HANDMADE AND IMPORTED
CALL OR FAX FOR CATALOG

MANHASSET
PORT WASHINGTON

NASSAU COUNTY
COUNTRY LIVING

Excellent schools, safe
area, 28 min. to NYC.

We represent
408 homes from 150k.

For information call
(516) 869-8486

Carlo Prinzo - Lovejoy R.E.

CHIOS
HOUSE FOR SALE
Agia Ermioni, on the wa-
ter, private beach. 3 story,
6 apartment building. Ask
for Milton, Maria, Aris
Tel.:(516) 698-4148�499-6590

Classified Ads
rate is $50.00 per col-
umn inch. This Box is
one column by one
inch and costs $50.
ALL ADS ARE PRE-PAID

MISCELLANEOUS

DISPLAY ADVERTISING
per column inch:............$55.00
quarter pg: ................... $750.00
half page: ................. $1,500.00
full page: .................. $3,000.00

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
single column inch .......$ 50.00
dbl. column inch ..........$100.00

ADVERTISING RATES

MECHANICAL REQUIREMENTS
y �Type page width� is 59 picas
(9.75�), depth is 14 inches
y Display ads: Four columns to

a page. Single column width is
14 picas (2.25�). For each ad-
ditional column add 15 picas
(2.5�). y Classified ads: Six col-
umns to a page. Single column
width is 9 picas (1.5�), double
column width is 9 picas (1.5�),
double column width is 19 picas
(3.25�) y Camera ready ads
preferred. DEADLINES: ® Reser-
vations: 25 days before publi-
cation. PAYMENT TERMS:®All ads
are payable in advance, unless
contract agreement is in effect
and account current.
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Leading CharLeading CharLeading CharLeading CharLeading Charterterterterter
and Tand Tand Tand Tand Tour Operour Operour Operour Operour Operaaaaatortortortortor

NOBODY CAN BEAT OUR PRICES
MAIN OFFICE: 55E. 59th Street, New York, NY 10022
Tel.: (212) 753-1100 Toll Free: (800) 223-5570

Chief Financial Officer-International Orthodox Christian Charities
International Orthodox Christian Charities seeks a Chief Financial Officer to
have full managerial responsibilities for directing the organization�s financial
planning and accounting practices. Responsibilities include budgeting, audit
coordination, tax, payroll, insurance and accounting activities. The CFO will
directly supervise one to two individuals. Position will also be responsible for
assisting the CEO with general business management as needed. Requires
experience in financial management and international economics/finance.
Prefer bachelor�s degree and certification as a CPA and managerial experi-
ence with an international non-profit organization. IOCC has an annual bud-
get of US$8 million and employs approximately 10 people in its Baltimore,
MD headquarters, as well as six overseas offices. Salary is commensurate
with experience. Please submit resume with compensation history to: CFO
Search Committee,  International Orthodox Christian Charities � 711 West
40th Street, Suite 306 � Baltimore, MD 21211 � Fax: (410) 243-9824

ADVANCEMENT OFFICER
International Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC), established in 1992 by the
Standing Conference of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of America, is a non-profit
organization that administers emergency relief, sustainable development, and
rehabilitation projects around the world. IOCC is seeking a self-motivated can-
didate for the position of Advancement Officer. The Advancement Officer will
plan, implement and mange a comprehensive fund raising and resource devel-
opment program. Responsibilities include: major gifts, planned giving, annual
giving, capital campaigns, and special events planning. Qualifications: Bachelor�s
degree and five years successful development experience with a record of pro-
gressively greater responsibilities; excellent interpersonal, organizational, su-
pervisory, and writing skills. Send resume to:  Advancement Officer Search,
IOCC, 711 West 40th Street, Suite 306, Baltimore, MD 21211, or fax resume
to: (410) 243-9824. No phone calls please.

ÅËËÇÍÉÊÏ ÔÕÐÏÃÑÁÖÅÉÏ

40-12 Ditmars Blvd., Astoria, NY 11105
Tel.: (718) 545-2323
Fax: (718) 545-2366

ÕÐÅÕÈÕÍÏÔÇÔÁ

& ÓÙÓÔÅÓ ÔÉÌÅÓ

Ëåõêþìáôá ãéá
óõëëüãïõò êáé

êïéíüôçôåò

LETTERHEADS   ¦ LOGOS   ¦ ENVELOPES   ¦ BUSINESS CARDS
JOURNALS   ¦ MAGAZINES    ¦ BOOKS     ¦ BOOKLETS   ¦ WEDDING
INVITATIONS    ¦ SIGNS    ¦ BANNERS    ¦ COMPUTER GRAPHICS
¦ PAPER SIGNS    ¦ COLOR BROCHURES    ¦ MENUS       ¦ ADS

PROF. SERVICES

D I M I T R I O S  P A N A G O S
PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO

Web page:http://www.panagos.com

Å WEDDINGS Å BAPTISMS Å PORTRAITS Å NEWS Å PASSPORTS

111 Broadway (Rt. 107), Hicksville, N.Y. 11801

(516) 931-2333

�OUR NEW VOICE ´
FAX    ´

(212) 570-3555
(212) 774-0239
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�Åêðôþóåéò ãéá ôá ðáéäéÜ êÜôù ôùí 12 åôþí
�Ìå $100 åðéðëÝïí ðåôÜôå óå ïðïéïäÞðïôå åóùôåñéêü óçìåßï ôçò ÅëëÜäïò

�Ãéá åðéóôñïöÝò áðü 15 Áõãïýóôïõ
Ýùò 15 Óåðôåìâñßïõ ðñïóèÝóôå $65.

�Áðü Âïóôþíç ìå ôéò êáô� åõèåßáí ðôÞóåéò ìáò ìüíï
�ÅéäéêÝò ôéìÝò éó÷ýïõí êáé áðü 71 ðüëåéò ôçò ÁìåñéêÞò.

�Éó÷ýïõí ðåñéïñéóìïß.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
from page 20

Áðïôáèåßôå ôþñá óôïí ôáîéäéùôéêü óáò ðñÜêôïñá Þ óôçí ÏëõìðéáêÞ Áåñïðïñßá!
Ç  Ä É Ê Ç  Ó Á Ó  Á Å Ñ Ï Ð Ï Ñ É Ê Ç  Å Ô Á É Ñ Å É Á

ÅÉÄÉÊÇ ÐÑÏÓÖÏÑÁ... ME BOEING 747
×ÙÑÉÓ ÐÑÏÁÃÏÑÁ...

ÔÇÓ ÏËÕÌÐÉÁÊÇÓ
ÃÉÁ ÅËËÁÄÁ

ÁÐÏ ÂÏÓÔÙÍÇ* - ÍÅÁ ÕÏÑÊÇ
ÃÉÁ ÁÈÇÍÁ - ÈÅÓÓÁËÏÍÉÊÇ

ÁÍÏÉÎÇ ÊÁÉ ÖÈÉÍÏÐÙÑÏ
1ç Áðñéëßïõ Ýùò 10 Éïõíßïõ êáé 1ç Óåðôåìâñßïõ Ýùò 31 Ïêôùâñßïõ

ÊÁËÏÊÁÉÑÉ
11 Éïõíßïõ Ýùò 31 Áõãïýóôïõ

732 $
ÐáñáìïíÞ Ýùò 1 ìÞíá

+TAX 761 $
ÐáñáìïíÞ Ýùò 3 ìÞíùí

+TAX 791 $
ÐáñáìïíÞ Ýùò 6 ìÞíåò

+TAX

422 $
ÁðëÞ ÌåôÜâáóç

+TAX920 $
ÐáñáìïíÞ Ýùò 1 Ýôïò

+TAX
×ÙÑÉÓ ÐÅÑÉÏÑÉÓÌÏÕÓ

944 $
ÐáñáìïíÞ Ýùò 1 ìÞíá

+TAX 991 $
ÐáñáìïíÞ Ýùò 3 ìÞíùí

+TAX 1038
 $

ÐáñáìïíÞ Ýùò 6 ìÞíåò

+TAX

529 $
ÁðëÞ ÌåôÜâáóç

+TAX1121 $
ÐáñáìïíÞ Ýùò 1 Ýôïò

+TAX
×ÙÑÉÓ ÐÅÑÉÏÑÉÓÌÏÕÓ

LECTURES
from page 8

Resurrection
Service 1998

NEW

ON VIDEO

 CALL TOLL-FREE  1-800-888-6835
or write to G.O.Telecom, 8 East 79th Street, New York, NY 10021

Greek Orthodox Telecommunications (GOTELECOM) is the elec-
tronic media arm of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America

FOR ORDERS, INFORMATION OR A FREE CATALOG

�Maximus the Confessor� (Routledge, 1996).
He also has published numerous ar-

ticles on early Christian theology and spiri-
tuality and has lectured throughout the
world on the subjects of mysticism, theol-
ogy and spirituality.

Lecture topics included �St. John
Chrysostom and the Divine Liturgy� and �St.
John Chrysostom on Divine Providence.�

In the first lecture, Dr. Louth placed
Chrysostom�s teaching in the context of the
Divine Liturgy. He presented elements of
the saint�s preaching style, the manner in
which the Divine Liturgy was celebrated at
the time, and its importance for the theol-
ogy of St. John Chrysostom, particularly in
light of the saint�s personal experience of
persecution to the point of martyrdom.

Apart from the two public lectures, Professor
Louth spoke to a seminar to the Holy Cross faculty
about his newest research regarding St. John of
Damascus and the Syrian spiritual tradition.

tion concerning the degree of its secularity!
What then can be done to �rekindle�

the faith that I am certain exists within our
children?  If only in an under-developed
state, we must understand that our children,
created in the image and likeness of God,
have received the gift of God�s grace.  Like
St. Paul. therefore, it is our task to shatter
society�s prison bars and �touch� our chil-
dren, the young deacons of the next millen-
nium, with God�s spiritual presence!  St.
Theophan is insistent.  �The spirit and piety
of parents,� he writes, �is the most power-
ful means for the preservation, upbringing,
and strengthening of the life of grace in chil-
dren.�

Every parent �touches� his or her child
through personal witness.  It is not enough,
for example, to lead our children through
the weekly communion line.  We too, must
commune!  In this fashion we will teach
them how important the Eucharist is for their
sustenance, formation, and development of
the faith of adults as well as children.  Oth-
erwise, when they are of age they too will
begin to reject the regular Cup of Life choos-
ing, rather, to mimic the example of older
adults.

Such a spiritual equation may be used

to assess other areas of our Christian life.
Whatever we want our children to learn
must also be an important part of our adult
lives as well.  No matter how often we may
encourage them to meditate on Holy Scrip-
ture, study the writings of the Church Fa-
thers, attend religious educational classes,
retreats, youth meetings and liturgical wor-
ship services, if these activities are not a vi-
tal part of our own spiritual posture then, I
am afraid, they will not become an impor-
tant part of our children�s faith as well!

What is happening to the faith of our
children?  In the final analysis, the future
condition of society will, to a large degree,
be determined by the quality of faith that
we desire to kindle in the lives of a younger
generation placed by God under our spiri-
tual care.

May the faith of Lois and Eunice, the
faith of Paul and Timothy, a faith that shone
in the lives of our great grandparents, a faith
that was bequeathed to us by our grandpar-
ents and parents who loved Greek Ortho-
dox Christianity with all of their being, be
that faith that we, too, kindle in our own
children.  The very future of society itself is
in our spiritual hands!

The Rev. Dr. Frank Marangos is direc-
tor of the Archdiocese Department of Reli-
gious Education; frfrank@omaccess.com

êáé Üëëï åðßðåäï. ÁëëÜ êáìßá ðñïóðÜèåéá
äåí ìðïñåß íá åßíáé èåôéêÞ üôáí îåêéíÜåé
áðü Üñíçóç êáé áðü óýìðëåãìá. ÁíôéèÝ-
ôùò, èá Ýëåãá üôé ç óõíôñéðôéêÞ ðëåéï-
øçößá óÞìåñá ìÝóá óôï ÷þñï ôùí
Ïìïãåíþí ìáò, õðåñçöáíåýïíôáé ãéá ôçí
åëëçíéêÞ ôïõò êáôáãùãÞ.

ÕðÜñ÷ïõí óå ðïëëÝò êïéíüôçôåò
êýêëïé åëëçíéêþí ìáèçìÜôùí ãéá åíçëß-
êïõò, ïé ïðïßïé äåí ìðüñåóáí óáí ðáéäéÜ
íá ìÜèïõí åëëçíéêÜ êáé ãåíéêÜ õðÜñ÷åé ìéá
áíáæùïãüíçóç óôï ÷þñï ôùí åëëçíéêþí
ãñáììÜôùí. ÂÝâáéá, åßíáé êñßìá ðïõ óôï
äéÜóôçìá ôùí ðåñáóìÝíùí äåêáåôéþí äåí
äüèçêå ç óçìáóßá ðïõ Ýðñåðå óôá
åëëçíéêÜ ãñÜììáôá, êé Ýôóé Ýêëåéóáí ðïëëÜ
åëëçíéêÜ ó÷ïëåßá óå äéÜöïñåò êïéíüôçôåò.
ÁíôéèÝôùò óÞìåñá, ðáñáôçñïýìå ìßá
áíÜêáìøç áõôïý ôïõ ñåýìáôïò êáé èá
ìðïñïýóá êÜëëéóôá íá ìéëÞóù ãéá áíáæù-
ðýñùóç êáé áíáæùïãüíçóç ôùí åëëçíé-
êþí ãñáììÜôùí óôïí åõñýôåñï áìåñéêá-
íéêü ÷þñï, ï ïðïßïò ðåñéëáìâÜíåé åðßóçò
êáé ôéò åëëçíéêÝò åëëçíïñèüäïîåò ìáò
êïéíüôçôåò.

� ¸÷åôå ðñïâëçìáôéóôåß êáèüëïõ
Óåâáóìéüôáôå ãéá ôï ðþò... ôïõò ïìï-
ãåíåßò ôñßôçò êáé ôÝôáñôçò ãåíéÜò ðïõ ëßãï
ãíùñßæïõí ôá åëëçíéêÜ áëëÜ ðáñ� üëá
áõôÜ äéáôçñïýí ôçí åëëçíéêüôçôÜ ôïõò,
ôç óõíåßäçóÞ ôïõò, ðþò èá ôïõò öÝñåôå
ðéï êïíôÜ óôçí Åêêëçóßá; ºóùò ìå êÜðïéá
ðñïãñÜììáôá ðáñüìïéá ìå áõôÜ ðïõ
áíáöÝñáôå ðñïçãïõìÝíùò...

� ÏìéëÞóáôå ãéá íá öÝñïõìå ðëç-
óéÝóôåñá óôçí Åêêëçóßá áíèñþðïõò, ïé
ïðïßïé äéáôÞñçóáí ôçí åëëçíéêÞ ôïõò
óõíåßäçóç. Ðñïçãïýìåíùò áíáöÝñèçêá
óôçí áíÜãêç íá êáôáóôÞóïõìå ðåñéó-
óüôåñï åíóõíåßäçôïõò ôïõò ðéóôïýò ãéá
ôçí ðßóôç ôïõò. Óôï ÷þñï áõôüí ðïõ æïýìå
êáé üðïõ åðéêñáôåß ï ñáóéïíáëéóìüò, ï
ïñèïëïãéóìüò êáé ôá ðÜíôá ðñÝðåé íá
åëÝã÷ïíôáé áðü ôç íüçóç êáé ôçí êáôá-
íüçóç, ðñÝðåé êáé åìåßò íá âïçèÞóïõìå
ôïõò ðéóôïýò ìáò, ôïõò áíèñþðïõò ïé
ïðïßïé Ý÷ïõí áðïìáêñõíèåß áðü ôçí
Åêêëçóßá, íá êáôáíïÞóïõí ôçí ìïíá-
äéêüôçôá ôïõ Ïñèïäüîïõ ìçíýìáôïò. Áí
äåí êáôïñèþóïõìå íá ðåßóïõìå Þ íá
âïçèÞóïõìå ôïõò áíèñþðïõò ìáò íá
êáôáíïÞóïõí ãéáôß ðñÝðåé íá åßíáé  ïñèü-
äïîïé êáé ü÷é êÜôé Üëëï, íïìßæù üôé óôçí
êïéíùíßá áõôÞ óôçí ïðïßá æïýìå äåí èá
Ý÷ïõìå êáôïñèþóåé ðïëëÜ. Ãéáôß üëá
âñßóêïíôáé ðÜíôïôå óå ìßá áÝíáç êßíçóç
óõãêñßóåùò êáé ðñÝðåé íá äå÷èïýìå êáé ôçí
ðñüêëçóç, ôçí ïðïßá ìáò äßäåé áõôÞ ç
êßíçóç êáé íá ìðïñÝóïõìå íá âñïýìå ôçí

ÓÕÍÅÍÔÅÕÎÇ ÔÏÕ ÁÑ×ÉÅÐÉÓÊÏÐÏÕ
êáôÜëëçëç ëýóç ìÝóù äéáöüñùí ðñïãñáì-
ìÜôùí èñçóêåõôéêÞò åêðáéäåýóåùò.

� Ðüóï áéóéüäïîïò åßóôå óåâáóìéü-
ôáôå ãéá ôï ìÝëëïí ôçò Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò êáé
ãåíéêüôåñá ôçò Ïñèïäïîßáò óôéò ÇÐÁ, ãéá
ôçí áíÜðôõîÞ ôçò;

� Áðü öýóç ìïõ áíÞêù óôïí êýêëï ôùí
áéóéüäïîùí. Íïìßæù üôé Ý÷ïõìå ôåñÜóôéåò
äõíáôüôçôåò åäþ óôçí ÁìåñéêÞ. Ç åëåýèåñç
áìåñéêáíéêÞ êïéíùíßá, ìáò ðáñÝ÷åé ìïíá-
äéêÝò åõêáéñßåò ãéá íá ìðïñÝóïõìå íá
åðéôåëÝóïõìå Ýíá åðéôõ÷Ýò éåñáðïóôïëéêü
Ýñãï. Áðü åìÜò åîáñôÜôáé áí èÝëïõìå íá
óõëëÜâïõìå ôá ìçíýìáôá ôùí êáéñþí Þ áí
èÝëïõìå íá ðáñáìåßíïõìå óôá ïýôùò åéðåßí
ðáñáäïóéáêÜ ðëáßóéá ðïéìáíôéêÞò ìåñßìíçò
õðÝñ ôùí ðéóôþí ìáò. Íïìßæù üôé Ý÷ïõìå
ôåñÜóôéåò åõêáéñßåò, áðü ôéò ïðïßåò ðñÝðåé
íá åðùöåëçèïýìå. Ï êüóìïò äéøÜåé ãéá êÜôé
ôï ðíåõìáôéêü, áõôÞ åßíáé ç áëÞèåéá. Ï
ðïëýò êüóìïò êáé äåí ìéëÜù ãéá ôïõò
ðéóôïýò ìüíï ôçò Åêêëçóßáò ìáò, ãåíéêÜ ç
ÁìåñéêáíéêÞ êïéíùíßá, äéøÜåé ãéá êÜôé ôï
áõèåíôéêüôåñï, êÜôé ôï ãíçóéüôåñï, êÜôé
ðíåõìáôéêüôåñï, Ý÷åé êïõñáóôåß áðü ôá
ìçíýìáôá ôá ðñïðáãáíäéóôéêÜ, ôá ïðïßá
ðñïÝñ÷ïíôáé áðü ôïõò äéÜöïñïõò êïéíù-
íéêïýò Þ ðïëéôéêïýò ÷þñïõò. Êáé ãéá ìáò
ðñÜãìáôé ðáñïõóéÜæåôáé, ßóùò ãéá ðñþôç
öïñÜ óôçí éóôïñßá ôçò Ïñèïäïîßáò óôç
Äýóç, ç åõêáéñßá íá åðåêôáèåß, íá åîáðëù-
èåß íá öÝñåé ôï ìÞíõìÜ ôçò óå ìåãÜëï êýêëï
áíèñþðùí.

� óåë. 15

The glorious Resurrection
Service was filmed at
St. Nicholas Church

in Flushing, NY., and was
celebrated by His Eminence,

Archbishop Spyridon
of America.

It is  now available on an hour-long
videocassette for every Orthodox

church, school or home.

60 minutes - VHS, Color
$ 19.95

A GOTelecom production
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he world�s 300 million Orthodox Christians cel-
ebrated Holy Week and Pascha April 12-19.

In New York, Archbishop Spyridon had a full
schedule as he presided at services attended by thou-

The Archbishop concluded Holy Week with the Agape
service at Sts. Constantine and Helen Church in Brooklyn.

At the Patriarchate, Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew
led the Agapi (Love) service on Sunday, during which the
Gospel according to John was read in 12 languages.

passed off quietly although on Saturday there
were scuffles between Syrian Orthodox and
Armenian Orthodox worshippers, Reuters
reported.

Greeks celebrated Orthodox Easter in
accordance with tradition - with this year
witnessing an unprecedented exodus to the
countryside. The country�s political leader-
ship on Sunday visited the Greek youth un-
der arms throughout Greece to wish them
well in the most important religious celebra-
tion of the year for Orthodox Christians.

Prime Minister Costas Simitis, who
spent Easter on the island of Corfu, during a
radio address to the nation said:

��Easter and Spring in Greece. Maybe
the only country in the world, where every
Christian, every human being feels the mes-
sage of the Resurrection, celebrating in the

natural environment totally in harmony with the most im-
portant day of Christianity.�

He also expressed his wishes to overseas Greeks and
the foreign visitors who came to Greece on Easter holidays.

�Happy the holiday of the Great Resurrection, the Res-
urrection of Christ, which brings for all the Albanians the
hope of spiritual and national revival, the revival of the civil
society and democratic institutions,� said Albania�s Presi-
dent Rexhep Meidani on Sunday during a visit he made to
the Archdiocese of the Autochephalous Orthodox Church
of Albania in Tirana on the occasion of Easter Day.

Through the Archbishop of Tirana and the whole Alba-
nia, Anastasios, President Meidani wished the Orthodox
believers and the Albanian people Happy Easter and happi-
ness to their families.

Holy Week was celebrated at all the Archdioceses of
the See of St. Mark throughout Africa, with church services
being led by the local metropolitans and bishops.

Compiled by Jim Golding

the service of Jesus� Holy
Passion at St. Demetrios
Church in Astoria that
evening.

His Eminence offici-
ated at the Friday after-
noon Apokathelosis at
Kimisis Tis Theotokou in
Brooklyn and the Epi-
taphios service at Holy
Trinity Cathedral in Man-
hattan.

He celebrated the
Divine Liturgy of St. Ba-
sil the Great at the
Church of Our Savior in
Rye and the Resurrection
service at St. Nicholas
Church in Flushing.

Ambassadors and consuls from
Christian nations, representatives of
other Christian denominations, former
Greek ministers and leaders of the Turk-
ish society attended the midnight Res-
urrection Service and Sunday�s service
at the Patriarchate.

The Greek communities of Istanbul
celebrated Easter in 10 churches along
the shores of the Bosporus.

Elsewhere, hundreds of Orthodox
worshippers made a pilgrimage to the
Church of the Holy Sepulcher in Jerusa-
lem, site of Jesus� crucifixion and burial.

Pilgrims, many from Greece and
Eastern Europe, packed the church and adjoining court-
yard as Muslim guards cleared the way for a procession of
Orthodox clerics bearing candles and incense.

Prayers in the church, often a scene of rowdy disor-
ders and fist fights between rival branches of Christianity,

A BOY and his mother experience the joy of Christ�s
resurrection at the midnight Easter service at St. Nicholas
Church in Flushing, N.Y.

THOUSANDS THRONG the streets in front of St. Nicholas
Church in Flushing, N.Y., for the Resurrection Service.

HIS EMINENCE administers Holy Unction at Holy Cross
Church in Whitestone, N.Y., on Holy Wednesday evening.

THE FAITHFUL reverence the Epitaphios during the Apokathelosis service at
Kimisis Tis Theotokou Church in Brooklyn, N.Y.

CRACKING EGGS with parishioners at
Sts. Constantine and Helen Church in
Brooklyn following the Agape service.

ARCHBISHOP SPYRIDON carries the cross on Holy Thursday
night at St. Demetrios Church in Astoria.

T
sands of faithful at area churches.

His Eminence celebrated the Saturday of Lazarus at St.
Catherine Church in Astoria. On Palm Sunday, he officiated
at the Divine Liturgy at St. Paul Cathedral in Hempstead,
and was at St. Spyridon Church in Manhattan for the Ser-
vice of the Bridegroom.

For the Bridegroom services on Holy Monday and Tues-
day, the Archbishop traveled to Holy Cross in Brooklyn and
St. Demetrios in Jamaica.

He performed the Holy Unction sacrament on Holy
Wednesday at Three Hierarchs Church in Brooklyn in the
afternoon and at Holy Cross Church in Whitestone in the
evening.

Holy Thursday morning he celebrated the Liturgy of
St. Basil the Great at St. Michael�s Home for the Aged, and

� D. Panagos photos �


