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Fire Destroys Lowell Church
LOWELL, Mass. - Fire destroyed the

only church of the Archdiocese that follows
the Old Calendar in the early morning of
April 25, only seven hours before Liturgy was
to have started. No injuries were reported.

Assumption of the Virgin Mary Church,
founded in 1964, had only recently com-
pleted repairs to its roof and other renova-
tions when the fire struck around 3:30 a.m.

Damage was estimated at $2 million.
The church has some 125 member-families.

According to reports, the blaze is thought
to have started in a triple-decker wooden resi-
dence next door to the church in a neighbor-
hood known as The Acre, which is home to
descendants of Greek immigrants and to
many Cambodian families.

Only part of the iconostasion and a few
religious items survived the five-alarm fire.

The church, a brick and wood structure
and one of four Greek Orthodox houses of
worship in Lowell, occupied a former Meth-
odist church building constructed in the
1850s.

Upon learning of the tragedy, Arch-
bishop Spyridon sent letters to Metropoli-
tan Methodios and Fr. Philipos Gialopsos,
pastor of Assumption Church, expressing his
support.

His Eminence wrote, in part, �The cor-
nerstone of all churches is the love and de-
votion of the parishioners who through the
grace of the Holy Spirit have built beautiful
edifices to glorify His Holy Name. It is this
foundation of faith that built this community
over 30 years ago. And it is this faith and love
that I pray will sustain you during this diffi-

cult time and give you the strength and de-
termination to rebuild your sanctuary.�

The parish has set up a special fund for
anyone wanting to help, the Assumption of
the Virgin Mary Rebuilding Fund, c/o Fleet
Bank, 489 Merrimack St., Lowell, MA 01859.

SAN FRANCISCO � The Archbishop
Iakovos Leadership 100 Endowment Fund
Inc., held its eighth annual conference April
21-25.

�As the first conference held under the
new corporate structure, Leadership 100 has
started the year strong with 13 new mem-
bers since January,� remarked George P.
Kokalis, the corporation�s chairman.

Conference Chairman George Marcus
of Los Altos Hills, Calif., under the spiritual
guidance of His Eminence Metropolitan
Anthony hosted the 1999 Conference, which
consisted of the normal business meetings
of the Executive Committee and Board of
Trustees, as well as a wide range of inter-
esting speakers and membership events.

This year�s conference, with over 150
participants, was a complete success.

The Diocese of San Francisco hosted
the Board of Trustees for a welcome dinner
and reception at the Diocese the first night
of the conference. Metropolitan Anthony
gave an update to the trustees on the
progress of the Diocesan programs and
stressed the need for Leadership�s assistance
to the National Ministries.

His Eminence Archbishop Spyridon was
scheduled to attend the dinner, however,
due to weather delays his plane did not ar-
rive in San Francisco until late that evening.

On Thursday, His Eminence Arch-
bishop Spyridon and His Eminence Metro-
politan Anthony attended the Executive
Committee and Board of Trustees meetings,
where nominations and elections were held
for the Executive Committee.

The trustees re-elected the current Ex-
ecutive Committee to another term. Execu-
tive Committee members are: George P.
Kokalis (Phoenix, Ariz.) � chairman; Arthur
C. Anton (Boston) � vice chairman; Bert
Moyar (Shaker Heights, Ohio) �treasurer;
Constantine G. Caras (Greenville, Del.) �
secretary; Peter M. Dion (Garden City, N.Y.),
Michael Jaharis (New York), John A.
Payiavlas (Warren, Ohio), James A. Regas
(Oak Brook,  Ill.), Gus Stavropoulos
(Bloomfield Hills, Mich.), and Lifetime Hon-
orary members Andrew A. Athens (Chicago)
and George C. Chimples (Lyndhurst, Ohio).

The Executive Committee had previ-
ously appointed the Board of Trustees at its
January meeting. In addition to the mem-
bers listed above, trustees also include
Alexander G. Anagnos, Paul H. Athens,
George D. Behrakis, Nicholas J. Bouras,
George M. Cantonis, Michael G. Cantonis,
John A. Catsimatidis, Dr. John S. Collis, Jr.,
Eve N. Condakes, Thomas D. Demery, John
W. Georgas, John Kavooras, Judge Yorka C.
Linakis, Jerry O. Lorant, George M. Marcus,
Dr. Peter J.G. Maris, John L. Marks, James
H. Moshovitis, Louis Nicozisis, William H.
Oldknow, James P. Pamel, John Pappajohn,
Peter J. Pappas, James J. Paulos, George E.
Safiol, Milton H. Sioles, Mark  Stavropoulos,
Angelo K. Tsakopoulos, Peter A. Vlachos,
and Basil S. Yanakakis.

Some of the highlights of the Executive
Committee and Board of Trustees meetings
were the proposed modification of the by-

Leadership 100 Annual
Conference Meets in
San Francisco

SURVIVES BLAZE - The icon of St. Michael,
ironically with a flaming sword , remained
intact through the fire that destroyed
Assumption Church. Iconographer was
Michael R. Meola of Haverhill, Mass.

Bishop Describes Historic Peace Mission to Yugoslavia

� From Religion News Service and Archdiocese reports �
A June meeting of international Roman

Catholic and Orthodox Christian leaders in
Maryland � the first such official dialogue
in six years and the first ever scheduled for

Kosovo Fighting Postpones Catholic-
Orthodox Christian Dialogue

the Western Hemisphere � has been post-
poned because of the ongoing conflict be-
tween Serbia and NATO.

Catholic and Orthodox officials said

See DIALOGUE , page 3

by Jim Golding

See PEACE MISSION , page 3 See LEADERSHIP , page 2

When Bishop Dimitrios of Xanthos
joined the 17-member interfaith delegation
led by the Rev. Jesse Jackson and National
Council of Church of Christ General Secre-
tary Joan Brown Campbell on their recent
humanitarian mission to Yugoslavia, little did
he realize the stunning breakthrough they
would achieve with the freeing of three U.S.
servicemen held captive since March.

Bishop Dimitrios, the Archdiocese ecu-
menical officer, represented Archbishop
Spyridon on the delegation�s April 29-May
2 unofficial trip that included meetings with
the three POWs, His Beatitude Patriarch
Pavle and other Yugoslav religious and po-
litical leaders, including President Slobodan
Milosevic.

Bishop Dimitrios talked with the Ob-
server about his experience upon his return
to the Archdiocese on May 4.

�We visited the soldiers in prison, not
knowing they would be freed,� he said. �The
told us how lonely it was to be in isolation,
but that their faith had kept them strong.�
Two of the men are Roman Catholic, the
other is a Baptist.

The project was a combined effort or-
ganized by the Rev. Jackson and his Rain-
bow Coalition, along with the Rev. Campbell
of the NCCC, of which the Archdiocese is a
member.

Bishop Dimitrios said there was prece-
dence for such a trip based on  the Rev.
Jackson�s �track record� in gaining freedom
for hostages and prisoners, citing his past
successes in Syria (January 1984), Cuba
(June 1984) and Iraq (September 1990).

Prior to leaving for Europe on April 29,
the delegation met with President Clinton�s
national security advisor, Samuel R. (Sandy)
Berger, at the White House. Ironically,
Berger advised the group not to go �for se-
curity reasons,� His Grace recalled. �But we
were determined to go, it was our right as
American citizens to go,� he added.

The evening of their arrival, Yugoslav
foreign minister Zividan Jovanic hosted a din-
ner for the group. �We were received with
warm hospitality,� Bishop Dimitrios said.

Not optimistic
The next day, Friday, April 30, the del-

egation again met with the foreign minister.
They outlined their reasons for coming to
Yugoslavia and listened to the views of
Serbian officials, who offered no hope that
the servicemen would be released. �The
foreign minister sounded very firm,� His
Grace said, recalling that Serb leaders told
them �the first steps need to be taken by
the U.S. and NATO.�

He noted the Serbs� attitude toward this
crisis is that �we had invaded their nation
and they feel very offended.� As long as the
bombing continues, �the Serbs will continue
to fight for their country.�

The group later met with His Beatitude
Patriarch Pavle and other Serbian Orthodox
Church officials. Bishop Dimitrios presented
the Patriarch with a $50,000 check from the
Kosovo Crisis Victims Aid Fund. Archbishop
Spyridon had made the appeal for aid in a
letter during Holy Week to parishes through-

BISHOP DIMITRIOS (left) with His Beatitude Patriarch Pavle (center) and other religious
leaders of Yugoslavia.    (Photo courtesy of Bishop Dimitrios)
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Inside laws to allow Leadership 100 to
distribute more of it�s income
to the National Ministries, the
appointment of a national mem-
bership chairman �  Stephen
Yeonas (McLean, Va.) and the
discussions about the hiring of
a new executive director for
Leadership 100.

Additionally, George Ko-
kalis stated that this year�s goal
for Leadership 100 was to
achieve 200 fulfilled members
by its Year 2000 Conference and
to have the second fulfilled
plaque hung in the Archbishop
Iakovos Library at Hellenic Col-
lege/Holy Cross.

On Thursday evening, Con-
ference Chairman George Mar-
cus hosted the conference at-
tendees and guests for a wel-
come dinner at his San Francisco
restaurant Kokkari Estiatorio, one
of the most popular restaurants
in San Francisco today.

Friday�s program began
with a general assembly meet-
ing where His Eminence Arch-
bishop Spyridon had an oppor-
tunity to address the members
and guests of Leadership 100.
His Eminence spoke of the tre-
mendous opportunities Leader-

Leadership 100 Annual Conference Meets in San Francisco

from page 1

100 also met in subcommittee
meetings to discuss the grant
proposals that have been sub-
mitted for consideration. These
subcommittees include Hellenic
College/Holy Cross School of
Theology, St. Basil Academy,
Youth and Young Adult Minis-
tries, Communications, Reli-
gious Education, Hellenism, Mis-
sions and Social Concerns,
Archdiocesan Clergy and Parish
Life, and Interfaith Marriages.
The subcommittee chairmen
then reported to the Executive
Committee on Saturday where
approximately $850,000 in
grants were awarded for the
1999 calendar year. These grants
have been submitted for the
Archbishop�s approval and will

1998 represented a banner year in the
history of the Order of St. Andrew. The fol-
lowing represents the highlights of 1998
and the first four months of 1999.

Economic support for the Ecumeni-
cal Patriarchate � Thus far, the Order of
St. Andrew has transmitted $400,000 to

the Phanar, having com-
pleted 80 percent of our

$500,000 pledge committed during the Concert
for Peace. By the time this article goes to press, we anticipate com-
pleting our pledge by sending our final $100,000 installment to-
wards our pledge to the Phanar, having realized successful
fundraising efforts from the 1998-9 Archbishop�s Appeal and the
sponsorship program of the 1999 Sunday of Orthodoxy Banquet.
These funds will help support the following projects of the Ecu-
menical Patriarchate:

� Missionary initiatives of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, includ-
ing those in the countries of the former Soviet Union and Africa.

� Environmental initiatives, including the Danube-Black Sea
Project scheduled for this summer.

� Preservation and cataloguing of the theological literary trea-
sures of the Halki School of Theology and Patriarchal libraries.

� Rehabilitation and repair of the Greek Orthodox Churches
and Holy Sites of Constantinople.

� Promotion of education initiatives of the Ecumenical Patri-

Archons Build on Success of 1998

ship 100 has to participate in the
growth of the Archdiocese
through the support of the Na-
tional Ministries. He pledged his
continued support for Leader-
ship 100 and looks forward to
working with Leadership for
many years to come. Due to
conflicts in his schedule how-
ever, His Eminence was not able
to attend the rest of the confer-
ence.

Mr. Kokalis thanked His
Eminence for his support and
assistance in establishing the
new corporate structure for
Leadership 100 and also pledged
to work together for Leadership
100�s on-going support of the
National Ministries of our Arch-
diocese. Additionally, at the gen-

urday evening, members who
have fulfilled their $100,000
commitment to Leadership 100,
as well as new Leadership 100
members were recognized.

The fulfilled members, who
received the Leadership 100
Obelisk were: Eugenia Collias
(Oak Brook, Ill.), Mr. and Mrs.
John W. Georgas (Palm Beach,
Fla.), Dr. and Mrs. Vasilios
Lambros (San Marino, Calif.),
Mr. and Mrs. Roland G. Mat-
thews (Laguna Beach, Calif.), Mr.
and Mrs. Bert Moyar (Shaker
Heights, Ohio), Mr. and Mrs.
Peter J. Pappas (Syosset, N.Y.),
Mr. and Mrs. James A. Regas
(Oak Brook, Ill.), Dr. and Mrs.
Costas A. Sarantopoulos (Young-
stown, Ohio), John A. Catsi-
matidis (New York), Mr. and
Mrs. Gust C. Kraras (Reading,
Pa.), and Peter A. Vlachos (New
York).

New members who re-
ceived the Icon of Christ in the
Vineyard are: Loula C. Anaston
(Los Altos, Calif.), Nicholas J.
Bouras � in memory of Staff Ser-
geant Sam J. Bouras (Summit,
N.J.), Mr. and Mrs. Dimitris
Boussis (North Brook, Ill.), Dr.
John Charalambakis (Wilmore,
Ky.), Jerry Dimitriou (Greenlawn,
N.Y.), Mr. and Mrs. George
Gialamas (Madison, Wis.), Drs.
Anthony and Maria Limberakis
(Rydal, Pa.), William G. Meris
(Scottsdale, Ariz.), Andrea Pan-
dazi (Oakland, Calif.), Kassandra
L. Romas (Short Hills, N.J.), Chris
J. Sioukas (Sacramento, Calif.),
Kyriakos Tsakopoulos (Sacra-
mento, Calif.), Theodore C.
Vakrinos (Alexandria, Va.), Rev.
Alex Karloutsos (Pelham, N.Y.),
Mr. and Mrs. Peter H. Paleologos
(Silver Spring, Md.).

The conference concluded
with the Divine Liturgy held at
the Annunciation Cathedral on
Sunday, April 25.

For more information on
Leadership 100 please contact
Fran Karivalis at the Leadership
100 Office (212-570-3528).

eral assembly meeting members
had an opportunity to review the
financial report, investment re-
port, staff report as well as other
important agenda items.

Over the course of the five-
day conference the attendees had
an opportunity to hear from sev-
eral notable and dynamic speak-
ers. These included Rev. John
Bakas, Rev. Dr. Demetrios Con-
stantelos, Rev. Martin Ritsi, Dr.
John Charalambakis, Zacharias
Prattas, and Arianna Huffington.

The members of Leadership

be announced at a future time.
Annunciation Cathedral in

San Francisco hosted the confer-
ence attendees at a Greek Festi-
val Night on Friday evening
where the parish children put on
a magnificent Greek dance exhi-
bition for all to enjoy.

Fr. Stephen Kyriacou, the
Cathedral�s dean was com-
mended for the magnificent
work he is doing at the Cathe-
dral, including their current
building project.

At the Grand Banquet Sat-

archate, including development of a monograph for pilgrims travel-
ing to the Phanar.

� Promotion of the Balukli Hospital and Home for the Aged, a
Patriarchal Institution that is dear to all Archons.

� Promotion of the general welfare of the Ecumenical Patri-
archate, so that it may operate freely and unencumbered by finan-
cial concern, beholden to no single government or political entity

for operating funds.
Some $275,000 has been contributed the

Order since December, a result of the
Archbishop�s Appeal and Sunday of Orthodoxy Banquet.

Elie Wiesel 1999 Athenagoras Human Rights Award Recipi-
ent at annual banquet � In what can be described as one of the
most significant events in Archons� history, the Order presented its
Patriarch Athenagoras Humanitarian Award to Nobel Peace Prize
Laureate Elie Wiesel, a survivor of the Nazi death camp at Auschwitz
during World War II who went on to become, in the words of the
Archons� National Commander Dr. Anthony J. Limberakis, �the
world�s foremost spokesman for human rights today.�

Gov. Christine Todd Whitman, United States Sen. Charles
Schumer and other religious and elected dignitaries were in atten-
dance as Archbishop Spyridon presented the award to Professor
Wiesel.

by Dr. Anthony Limberakis

See ARCHONS, page 5

HIS EMINENCE with a group of Leadership 100 members.

H.E. Archbishop Spyridon, with Leadership 100 Chairman George
Kokalis and Metropolitan Anthony, during the proceedings of the
San Francisco conference.
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Bishop Describes Historic Peace Mission to Yugoslavia
from page 1

out the Archdiocese.
Delegation members also heard the views of 20

of the nation�s religious leaders representing Roman
Catholics, Jews, Muslims and Protestants.

�Everybody said �stop the bombing,�� said Bishop
Dimitrios. �It doesn�t do any good, it only kills us.��

One Jewish leader, a rabbi, told them, �I didn�t
suffer four years in a Nazi prison camp during the Ho-
locaust to come to Serbia to be bombed by the Ameri-
cans.�

Bishop Dimitrios said the general feeling in Yugo-
slavia also is that the bombing is not helping the situa-
tion in Kosovo. �What does it accomplish to bomb a
TV station or �a bus or private homes by accident,�� he
said. Besides the military installations and civilian fa-
cilities, the six-week bombing campaign has also in-
flicted damage to at least one Orthodox monastery - a
convent - and a church in Belgrade.

Unexpected results
Contrary to reports in the secular press originat-

ing mainly from NATO sources, Bishop Dimitrios said
that a major factor in the flight of refugees from Kosovo
has been the bombing.

�They (the Yugoslavs) say we have created the refu-
gee problem, that the refugees all left because they
were afraid of being bombed.�

Was Bishop Dimitrios concerned about acciden-
tally being bombed?

He replied stoically that his attitude was, �if we
get bombed, we get bombed. Life�s got to end at some
point. Our feeling was we were on a mission of peace
and felt we would be safe. �Blessed are the peacemak-
ers,� as the Bible says.�

He recalled the scene from his hotel room on Sat-
urday morning, a view of the billowing smoke and haze
produced by the previous night�s bombardment.

The fateful meeting with Milosevic included Rev.
Jackson, Rev. Campbell, Fr. Leonid Kishkovsky, who is
a priest of the Orthodox Church in America, son of
Russian refugees and a former NCCC president, and
U.S. Rep. Rod Blagojevich (D-Ill.), the only Serbian
American in the House of Representatives.

Bishop Dimitrios said that a press conference fol-
lowed in which Milosevic gave as the reason for his change
of heart that the gesture �might serve as a symbol for
dialogue to continue and he was open to dialogue.�

Sunday, May 2, emotions ran high as an official
ceremony took place for the POWs� release, with the
Rev. Jackson and a Serbian general signing the docu-
ments setting the servicemen free. �It was the first time
they started smiling,� he recalled. �They were able to
take their hands from behind them and be free.�

As for his own immediate reaction, Bishop Dimitrios
said, �I felt a deep gratitude to God that He allowed
what we thought was the impossible to happen. A win-
dow had opened and now it was our side that needed to
respond in similar fashion.�

He said that, after the ceremony, the delegation and
three soldiers then boarded a bus and were escorted to
the Croatian border by the Yugoslav military.

After an hour of processing, they
were accompanied by U.S. military per-
sonnel aboard another bus for Zagreb
where a U.S. Air Force transport plane
awaited to take them to Ramstein Air
Base in Germany.

The following day, the delegation
boarded another Air Force plane for the
trip home, a 15-hour flight that in-
cluded refueling stops in Iceland and
Newfoundland.

Meeting with Clinton
The group arrived at Andrews Air

Force Base and were taken to the White
House for a meeting with President
Clinton.

Bishop Dimitrios explained that the
president had just concluded another
meeting on Kosovo with Russian envoy
Viktor Chernomyrdin, then he received
the delegation. Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright and White House
Chief of Staff John Podesta also attended
the half-hour meeting and Vice Presi-

dent Al Gore dropped by briefly to greet
the delegation.

Jackson presented Clinton with a
letter from Milosevic calling for a face-
to-face meeting and his thoughts on re-
solving the crisis. The other participants
also discussed their impressions from
the trip and offered recommendations.

�Our specific requests were to stop
the bombing, to call Milosevic and per-
sonally thank him for releasing the ser-
vicemen, and to free the two Yugoslav
soldiers still being held by NATO,�
Bishop Dimitrios told the Observer.

He said that President Clinton told
the delegation there was �a lot of mis-
understanding of NATO�s role� in the
region. �We�re not trying to restore a
Greater Albania and we�re not arming
the KLA,� His Grace quoted the Presi-
dent as saying. Clinton also said that
�NATO is insisting on a peace-keeping
force in Kosovo to ensure that neither
the KLA or the Serbs start fighting each
other,� Bishop Dimitrios added.

Reflecting on the visit after return-
ing to his office on May 4, His Grace
noted that �it was my first experience
on such a venture and I am grateful to
the Archbishop for allowing me to go as
his representative.�

Regarding the mission�s stunning
outcome, he observed, �if that (gaining
the soldiers� release) was the only thing
we did, then it was worthwhile. If we
had not gone over there, they would still
be in solitary confinement.�

He had high praise for Jackson, say-
ing �I think he�s a great diplomat. He
always spoke without offending anyone,
which was not an easy thing to do on
this trip. When you go to make peace,
you don�t want to make more enemies.�

Bishop Dimitrios also revealed that
he and the Rev. Jackson share something
more in common beyond their partici-
pation on this peace mission. Both are
natives of Greenville, S.C. �When I told
him that, he gave me a great big hug,�
he recalled with a smile.

ALL SMILES � Bishop Dimitrios (upper right behind soldier) and other members of the American delegation share the joy
along with Jesse Jackson and the three U.S. servicemen upon their arrival in Germany on May 2.

Reuters - Archive photos/Petar Kujdunzic

Attends Dinner
Archbishop Spyridon recently attended the annual Jefferson-Jackson Day
Dinner hosted by the New York Democratic Party as the invited guest of
Manhattan attorney Mel Weiss (right). They are shown here with state
Attorney General and Mrs. Elliot Spitzer.

NEW YORK - In a letter to President
Clinton, Archbishop Spyridon has ex-
pressed the joy of Greek Orthodox Chris-
tians in the United States over the release
of the three American servicemen.

In hailing the event of their release,
His Eminence wrote, in part:

�Mr. President, this moment must be
seized as an opportunity to renew a nego-
tiated peace in the region. The release of
our servicemen opens a door that has been
hitherto closed. Only if we boldly pass
through that door, will we find our way

Archbishop Welcomes Soldiers� Release

back to peace and security for all parties.
Certainly it is clear that the bombardment
of Yugoslavia is not benefiting the refu-
gees. Nor has the resolve of the Serbian
people been diminished; in fact, they are
more united than ever. What is to be
gained by the further deconstruction of
Yugoslavia�s infrastructure and the con-
tinuing loss of innocent civilian lives?�

In writing to the President, Archbishop
Spyridon is continuing to intercede on be-
half of a peaceful settlement in the region,
one which is based in diplomatic efforts.

Appeals to President For Return
to Negotiated Peace Process
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April 27 that a one-year delay was necessi-
tated primarily by the need for Serbian and
other Balkan Orthodox leaders to stay close
to home for now � as well as their reluc-
tance to visit NATO�s principal member-na-
tion while bombs and missiles continue to
fall on Orthodox Serbs.

But Catholic-Orthodox differences over
Serbia�s actions in Kosovo also played a hand
in the decision to postpone � particularly
Pope John Paul II�s strong criticism of
Serbia�s campaign to drive ethnic Albanians
out of Kosovo.

�I cannot say the pope�s comments
were responsible, but such things play an
important role in our relations with the
Catholic church,� said Bishop Dimitrios,
ecumenical director of the Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese of America.

The June 6-15 meeting of the Joint In-
ternational Commission for the Theological
Dialogue between the Catholic Church and
the Orthodox Church was to be the eighth
session since 1980 of a process designed to
end ultimately in the full reunification of
Christianity�s two largest branches. To-
gether, they represent about 80 percent of
the world�s nearly 1.5-billion Christians.

Senior Vatican officials and representa-
tives of a dozen or so national Orthodox
churches and international jurisdictions �
including Moscow and Istanbul � were
expected to converge on Mt. St. Mary�s
College and Seminary, a Catholic institution
in Emmitsburg, Md. Most of the nine days
of meetings were set to take place behind
closed doors.

Postponement was announced in a joint
statement issued by the Vatican and the Ecu-
menical Patriarchate, the Istanbul-based tra-
ditional seat of Orthodox spiritual leader-
ship. The one-paragraph statement said that
in view of �the present critical situation and
the hostilities in Europe,� the meeting had
been pushed back to June 2000 �for a bet-
ter participation and for the benefit of this
dialogue.�

In a separate announcement, Cardinal
William H. Keeler, archbishop of Baltimore,
and Archbishop Spyridon, the American
Greek Orthodox leader, jointly expressed
�sorrow� over the delay. Keeler, within
whose archdiocese the meeting is to be held,
and Spyridon co-direct the dialogue effort
in the United States.

Keeler said in an interview that �the in-
tent� is to keep the meeting in  Emmitsburg
� although he acknowledged the future
course of the Balkan conflict could change
that. He also said that after nearly 1,000
years of Catholic-Orthodox separation, a
one-year postponement in the official dia-
logue means little.

The delay marks the second time the
dialogue has fallen prey to violent conflict.
The seventh meeting, originally set for
Beirut, Lebanon, in June 1992, was delayed
a year by that nation�s civil war.

Catholics and Orthodox Christians have
been divided �often violently� since 1054,
when the leaders of both churches excom-
municated each other. Those �anathemas�
were jointly lifted in 1965, beginning a pro-
cess that resulted in the first official Catho-
lic-Orthodox dialogue session in 1980.

Theological differences remain between
the two, the biggest being Catholic insis-
tence on the pope�s unquestioned primacy
among Christian leaders. However, post-
Cold War disputes over properties in former
communist nations and Orthodox charges
that Catholics are seeking converts in Rus-
sia and other traditionally Orthodox nations
have further strained relations between the
two branches.

The Balkan wars that have marked the
breakup of Yugoslavia have complicated the
situation even more.

While calling for restraint by all par-
ties, the Vatican sided with Catholic

Croatians, while Orthodox churches in
Russia, Greece, Bulgaria and elsewhere
supported the Orthodox Serbs in their con-
flicts in Croatia and Bosnia. Kosovar Alba-
nians are generally Muslims, although a few
are Catholic or Orthodox.

Patriarch Alexy II, the Russian Ortho-
dox leader, was in Belgrade, the Serbian and
Yugoslav capital, condemning the NATO
bombing as �an action of glaring lawless-
ness.� While there, a Vatican official deliv-
ered a letter from the pope to Alexy asking
him to also join with John Paul in condemn-
ing Serbian �ethnic cleansing� of Kosovar
Albanians. Alexy did not respond directly to
John Paul�s request, but on his own did urge
Serbs to stop the �fratricide� in Kosovo.

Still, the pope is scheduled to travel in
May to Romania, his first visit to a predomi-
nantly Orthodox nation.

The Rev. Ron Roberson, a National
Conference of Catholic Bishops official who
heads his church�s dialogue with U.S. Or-
thodox Christians, said any Catholic-Ortho-
dox differences over the Balkan conflict pale
in relation to Orthodox-NATO differences
� which he labeled the prime reason for
the dialogue delay.

�This is not a matter of canceling a
meeting with Catholics,� he said, �but more
a canceling of a meeting set for a NATO
country. The conflict has made it politically
impossible for a lot of Orthodox � those
from Serbia and Russia, for example � to
travel to the United States at this time.�

The Rev. Mark Arey, a spokesman for
the American Greek Orthodox church, said
Orthodox officials involved in the dialogue
�feel a great sensitivity to directing their
energies at the moment� to ending the Serb-
NATO fighting.

�Ecumenical dialogue cannot be unre-
lated to the real lives of men and women,� he
said. �Christ said blessed are the peacemak-
ers. He never said blessed are the theologians.�

The following are the texts of the joint
statements of the Ecumenical Patriarchate
and the Vatican, as well as Archbishop
Spyridon and Cardinal William H. Keeler
regarding the postponement of Joint inter-
national Commission  for the Theological
Dialogue Between the Orthodox and the
Roman Catholic Churches which had been
scheduled for June of this year.

Communiqué from the Ecumenical
Patriarchate and the Vatican

The Co-Chairmen, taking into consider-
ation the present critical situation and the
hostilities in Europe, have decided of com-
mon accord to postpone the scheduled meet-
ing of the International Joint Commission for
the Theological Dialogue between the Ortho-
dox Church and the Catholic Church, from
5th to 15th June 1999, in Baltimore (United
States), to the year 2000 (5th - 15th June),
for a better participation and for the benefit
of this dialogue, while praying fervently in
the Risen Lord for a peaceful and satisfactory
solution to the tragic situation.
Edward Idris Cardinal Cassidy, Co-chairman
Archbishop Stylianos of Australia, Co-chairman

Joint Statement
of Cardinal William H. Keeler

and Archbishop Spyridon
�Because of the tragic situation in the

Balkans, the co-presidents of the Joint Inter-
national Commission for the Theological Dia-
logue between our Churches have today an-
nounced the decision to postpone for a year
the meting that had been scheduled to take
place in Emmitsburg, Maryland, in June.

�We received this news with sorrow
and take it as an occasion to call upon our
people of faith to pray to the Risen Lord for
peace in the Balkans. We invite their prayers
also for the suffering peoples of the region
and for appropriate assistance to them in
an hour of great trial.�
Archbishop Spyridon, Primate of
the Greek Orthodox Church in America
William Cardinal Keeler
Archbishop of Baltimore

MARIA MAKEDON

Position: Assistant Director, Office
of Greek Education & Culture

Duties: Include curriculum and test
material writing; teacher workshop pre-
sentations;  coordination of the annual
Hellenic Letters & Arts Luncheon;  rep-
resenting the Education Office at school
programs, and managing various office
projects.

Years at Archdiocese:  28.

What do you like best about your
job?  The satisfaction I get from being
of service to others;  the interaction with
our reverend clergy and our respected
Greek school teachers; also, the sense
of working in a friendly family environ-
ment such as the Archdiocese�s.

How does the individual Church
member benefit from your work?

Interested individuals are offered in-
formation on existing materials and re-
sources on the teaching of the modern
Greek language and cultural heritage as

well as advice on curriculum and instruc-
tion methods design.

What are your concerns?

World peace and the pollution of the
environment.

Family: Married; one son who will be
24 in June.

Residence: Manhattan has been my
place of residence for the past 31 years. I
think it is the best place on earth...I love it.

Education: St. Basil Academy
Teachers Institute (valedictorian); St.
John�s University (B.S. in elementary
education, magna cum laude);   Teach-
ers College/Columbia University (M. A.
in educational administration)

Hobbies and Other Interests: I en-
joy being in good company;  going to
the movies, listening to any kind of mu-
sic - modern, classical, Greek; reading
and cooking.

Meet
the

Staff

Catholic - Orthodox Christian Dialogue
from page 1

BROOKLYN, N.Y. � �Walk in the
Spirit,� the third annual Greater New York
Walk for Missions to support the Ortho-
dox Christian Mission Center will take place
Sunday, May 16.

The event will begin at St. Nicholas
Antiochian Orthodox Cathedral, 355 State
St., in Brooklyn, and ends at Sts. Constantine
and Helen  Church, 64 Schemerhorn.

Walk for Missions Takes Place May 16
Registration begins at 2 p.m., followed

by an opening prayer, and ending with a
fellowship period at Sts. Constantine and
Helen.

OCMC is the mission and evangelism
agency of the Standing Conference of Ca-
nonical Orthodox Bishops of the Americas
which supports Orthodox missionary work
throughout the world.
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55 East 59th Street (17th floor) � New York, New York 10022

Tel: (212)753-1100 � E-mail: HOMERIC@aol.com

For reservations and information contact:

NATIONWIDE TOLL FREE: 1-800-223-5570

30 Year Anniversary Celebration Specials

Children $599-659 � ONE-WAY: $329-429 � Taxes are additional
Add  $60 for returns between August 15 to September 15, 1999

HOMERIC TOURS PRESENTS ... THE BEST  SUMMER AIRFARES
RUSH, BOOK NOW!!!     GREAT SAVINGS !

NON-STOP FLIGHTS TO/FROM ATHENS VIA WORLD AIRWAYS WIDE BODY MD-11

$

From 599 To

11 days/9 nights

1,399$$$$$
dbl occ.

ATHENS - MYKONOS
& GREEK ISLANDS PACKAGE

Includes:
� Roundtrip airfare New York - Athens
� 2 Nights Superior First Class Hotel in Athens
   with American buffet breakfast daily

Departures:
JUN 24 � JUL 01,08 � AUG 26 � SEP 02

� 3 Nights accomodations in Mykonos at the Superior First Class San Marco Hotel with breakfast daily.
� 4 Day / 4 Night Cruise to the Greek Islands, including all meals and entertainment
� All Transfers, Porterage and Assistance by friendly Homeric Tours host / hostess.
○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

OVER 40 EXCITING ITINERARIES TO GREECE & THE GREEK ISLANDS

699$

Archons Build on Success of 1998
thirty-five New Archons invested � Dur-
ing Orthodoxy Sunday services at the
Archdiocesan Cathedral of the Holy Trinity
on Feb. 28, 35 Archon candidates were in-
vested into the Order of St. Andrew by
Archbishop Spyridon, including 20 from the
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America,
14 from the American Carpatho-Russian
Orthodox Church and one from the Ukrai-
nian Orthodox Church.

Order of St. Andrew represented at
various national meetings � The National
Commander represented the Order of St.
Andrew at the Conference for Hellenic Ameri-
can Leaders and Organizations (HALO)
hosted by Archbishop Spyridon in Washing-
ton, in March 1998. He also represented the
Order at the Hellenic Leadership Conference
hosted by UHAC in September 1998 in
Washington, DC, where issues regarding the
security of the Ecumenical Patriarchate were
raised with 25 Members of Congress.

Order of St. Andrew represented at
Yale University Commencement honoring
His All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew � The National Commander
and other members of the National Council
represented the Order at the Yale Univer-
sity Commencement in May 1998 when His
All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Barth-
olomew received an honorary doctorate.

Concert for Peace airs throughout
United States on PBS - The Archon Patriar-
chal Concert for Peace featuring Nana
Mouskouri aired throughout the United States
on the PBS Television Network in August and
December 1998, and will continue through-
out 1999. The Concert Video Production which
contains a vignette on the Ecumenical Patri-
archate, is a magnificent tribute to His All Ho-
liness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew and
provides an invaluable instrument to introduce
Orthodoxy and the Ecumenical Patriarchate
to millions of American homes.

Archons actively participate in 1998
Clergy Laity Congress � Some 150 Archons
of the Ecumenical Patriarchate actively par-
ticipated in the 1998 Clergy Laity Congress
in Orlando, Fla. All the major committees
were chaired by Archons. The Order spon-
sored an Archon reception and breakfast
meeting during which His Eminence Arch-
bishop Spyridon and His Eminence Metro-
politan Panteleimon of Tyroloi and Serention,
the official representative of the Ecumenical
Patriarchate, addressed the Archons.

Largest-ever pilgrimage to Ecumeni-
cal Patriarchate � Under the inspirational
leadership of Archbishop Spyridon, the Na-
tional Council sponsored a Pilgrimage to the
Ecumenical Patriarchate from August 26
through September 2, 1998. The pilgrimage
to the spiritual center of world Orthodoxy,
was the largest-ever in the history of the Holy
Archdiocese. In excess of 100 Archons,
friends and family members journeyed to
the Phanar to express their love, respect and
fidelity to the Ecumenical Throne. An elegant
grand banquet in honor of Ecumenical Pa-
triarchate Bartholomew hosted by Arch-
bishop Spyridon and the Order of St. An-
drew was attended by representatives of the
Holy and Sacred Synod, the visiting Hier-
archs of America, the United States diplo-
matic corps and the Pilgrims. During the
Pilgrimage, the Order established close dip-
lomatic relations with United States Ambas-
sador to Turkey, Mark Parris, United States
Consul General Carolyn Huggins and the
United States Department of State. The Na-
tional Council members also made diplo-
matic courtesy visits to the mayor of
Istanbul, R. Tayyip Erdogan, and the provin-
cial governor of Istanbul, Erol Cakir, always
emphasizing to the Turkish officials the need
to ensure the security of the Ecumenical Pa-
triarchate.

Reorganization of Archon Commit-
tees � The Standing Committees of the Or-

der continue to be reorganized so that they
are more efficient, more attuned to techno-
logical advances including the Internet and
more responsive to the needs of the Ecu-
menical Patriarchate.

Congressional Correspondence �
Throughout the past year, all 535 Members
of Congress, the President and other Execu-
tive Branch members, received correspon-
dence from the National Commander re-
garding issues important to the Ecumenical
Patriarchate. This stream of correspondence
from the Order emphasized the importance
of the Ecumenical Patriarchate as the spiri-
tual center of world Orthodoxy to our
elected government leaders.

Order of St. Andrew assists Arch-
bishop Spyridon regarding Halki School
of Theology reinstatement of Board of
Trustees � The National Council assisted
Archbishop Spyridon in lobbying our elected
leaders and the U.S. State Department to
reverse the Turkish government�s decision
to dismiss the Board of Halki School of The-
ology trustees. The groundwork for this as-
sistance was established during the pilgrim-
age to the Phanar, when a close relation-
ship to the American Ambassador to Tur-
key and the State Department was initiated.
The Order stands ready to participate in
Archbishop Spyridon�s initiative to develop
an independent foundation to advance the
cause of Halki�s re-opening. The new foun-
dation will focus the world�s academic and
social consciousness on the cause of Halki.

Regional and State Commanders to
be Appointed � In the next several weeks
the Regional and State commanders will be
announced. These officers of the Order will
serve to further the mission of the Order,
so that Archons throughout the United
States, in all states and regions, will be more
organized to serve the needs of the Ecumeni-
cal Patriarchate and the Holy Archdiocese.

In closing we wish to acknowledge the
tremendous efforts of Archons Michael
Bilirakis (R. Florida) and Paul Sarbanes (D.
Maryland) for shepherding through Con-
gress legislation which called on the Turk-
ish government to do the following:

1. Recognize the Ecumenical Patriarch-
ate and its nonpolitical, religious mission.

2. Ensure the continued maintenance
of the institution�s security need.

3. Provide the proper protection and
safety of the Ecumenical Patriarch and  Pa-
triarchate personnel.

4. Reopen the Ecumenical Patriarch-
ate�s Halki Patriarchal School of Theology.

President Bill Clinton signed this legis-
lation into law, and it is now the official policy
of the United States government. We salute
Rep. Bilirakis and Sen. Paul Sarbanes who
are such exemplary Archons and Greek Or-
thodox stewards.

As Archons of the Great Church of
Christ, we will continue to expend our time,
talent and treasure as Christian Stewards and
Defenders of the Faith to promote and pro-
tect the spiritual center of world Orthodoxy
and the Holy Archdiocese of America.

Anthony J. Limberakis, MD is Archon
Aktouarios and National Commander of the
Order of St. Andrew.

Archons Build on Success of 1998
from page 2

GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE
OF AMERICA

WELCOME TO THE

WORLD WIDE WEB HOME PAGE

Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America:
http://www.goarch.org

Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople:
http://www. patriarchate.org

Orthodox World News:
http://www. goarch.org/worldnews

Orthodox Ministry ACCESS:
http://www.goarch.org/access

Orthodox Observer:
http://www.goarch. org/goa/observer
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EDITORIAL

O P I N I O N S

When Children Kill
Pastoral Reflections

L E T T E R SL E T T E R S
Wake up parents!

Editor,
How many more innocent lives have

to be lost before parents wake up and see
what�s happening? Someone ask, how could
God let this happen? I�m sure none of us
know exactly why this happened or if it will
happen again.

We all pray that it won�t. But if it�s a
warning from God, then maybe it was sup-
pose to be a wake up call, to let parents
know that they must take back control of
their homes and not let children run things,

T he massacre of the
students and teacher at Col-
umbine High School in Little-

ton, Colo., is a tragedy beyond descrip-
tion and consolation. The Church prays
for the victims and their families and
hopes their emotional wounds and pain
will ease over time, although they may
never completely heal.

Perhaps the saddest realization is that
it is the seventh school shooting in the
past two years and there is no sign that
these tragedies will cease.

To the contrary, within a few days of
the April 20 shootings, �copycat� threats
by students to kill fellow classmates or to
bomb their school surfaced in various
places. At one school in Brooklyn, N.Y.,
three teens beat another boy to death with
baseball bats.

It is obvious to everyone that the
murder of children by other children has
become an epidemic in this country.

What is also obvious is that so many
adults � many in high profile positions in
the media and politics � are clueless as to
why this is happening. It makes one cringe
to hear their standard reaction and their
classic answer which is always �guns.�

Now there must be strictly enforced
laws limiting gun ownership to respon-
sible individuals. There is no reason for
anyone under age 21 to have access to
handguns or semi-automatic weapons.

But merely controlling who can own
a gun is a Band-Aid approach. It fails to
address the heart of the issue of why this
is happening.

Consider that these two boys also
placed more than 50 bombs in the school.

No one in the media or those in lead-
ership positions in society either realize or
want to admit what millions of Christians
already know � that we have lost our moral
compass and, while millions look to the
soaring stock market or to the global mar-
ket to make their millions, spiritually the
nation is dangerously close to bankruptcy.

The two teen-age boys who massa-
cred their fellow students at Columbine
High, Eric Harris and Dylan Klebold, were
considered social outcasts by their peers
and treated as such. They, and a small
group of like-minded classmates donned
black trenchcoats and socially and psy-
chologically separated themselves from
others who �persecuted� them; as all the
while their souls seethed with hatred and
a desire for revenge.

Their parents and teachers either
were unaware of the depth of their an-
guish or they were indifferent. Those re-
sponsible for these youths� upbringing
failed to instill in them from a very young
age the kinds of moral principles and val-

ues necessary to ensure the spiritual
health of a civilized society.

This tragic reality has been evident
throughout our society for decades.

It has become exceedingly difficult to
reverse this trend in contemporary America,
with its head-long binge into materialism,
preoccupation with technology, and the cult
of hedonism, narcissism and self.

What the nation�s young need to
hear, learn and adopt is the message of
Jesus Christ, who came to earth to redeem
its �outcasts.�

But in this �Christo-phobic� era, the
very suggestion that we are to instill Christ�s
teachings and biblical principles in young
people is continuously met by scorn, deri-
sion and outright rage among various ele-
ments of our society who have �kicked God
out of the classroom� and all public forums
and who wish to keep Him out.

A case in point: In 1996, the school
district in Beaumont, Texas, introduced a
�Clergy in the Schools� program that al-
lowed local clergy to counsel students on
civic virtues and morality, although they
could not discuss abortion, sex or religion,
and could not pray with the students. The
program did increase school safety.

But a number of parents and groups
including Americans United for a Separa-
tion of Church and State filed suit. A three-
judge federal appeals panel on April 16
overturned a previous ruling by a federal
district court and declared the program un-
constitutional.

The appeals court judges said that the
school district�s �creation of a special pro-
gram that recruits only clergymen to ren-
der volunteer counseling makes a clear
statement that it favors religion over
nonreligion.�

And then everyone wonders why
these incidents happen.

Unfortunately, when children see vio-
lence as an acceptable way of life and part
of our culture � consider the video and com-
puter games where killing images of people
is great sport, television programs and mov-
ies that cannot sustain themselves except
with violence, and even our leaders� actions,
such as attempting to solve regional politi-
cal problems like Kosovo by resorting to
violence on a massive scale, and which,
ironically, has resulted in the deaths of many
innocent people as well � what else will
some misguided individuals do but apply
this behavior to solving their own problems
no matter how trivial.

Western society in general has been in
denial for decades about the moral decay
that has set in and threatens to drown it.

Is it too late to do anything about it?
Perhaps not. But we need to realize that
even God�s patience has its limits.

as seems to be the case today, more than
anytime in our history.

Children with no self esteem suffer
more than we even realize. And if no one is
at home to comfort them and lead them in
the right direction then they will seek out
someone who will be there for them, even
if he�s the worse kid in school.

We also need to put God and His teach-
ings back into our lives and into our
children�s life from the time they are babies,
not when they become teens and we see
they are going astray. By then it�s too late.
We must teach them about God�s love and
His commandments.

He is a loving God, but he is also a jeal-
ous God when we fail to obey His com-
mandments. He does things to open our

Beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

×ÑÉÓÔÏÓ ÁÍÅÓÔÇ!   Christ is Risen!

You have heard the Gospel reading today. (John
5:1-15). For 38 years, that paralyzed man had been
waiting by the Pool of Bethesda, waiting for healing,
waiting for forgiveness, waiting for salvation.  And when
the Lord Jesus Christ approached him and asked him
�Do you want to be made well?  Do you want to be
healed?  Do you want to be saved?�, what was his
reply?  �I have no man . . .  I have no one to bring me
to these waters of refreshment, to dip me in this pool
of healing, to wash me in the streams of salvation.�

What a tragic statement about our human condition. Could no one be found
to help this man, whose life was paralyzed � not only by physical disability � but
by fear, anxiety, guilt and shame?  Like the wounded traveler on the road to
Jericho, love had passed him by.  No person reached out to touch his life with
the warmth of friendship and the communion of true agape.  38 years without
help, but not without hope.

My friends, we do not have 38 years to wait, for we have a living hope,
Christ risen with our hearts, our hope for a brighter future.  Christ�s glory can
and will dissolve the gloom of doubt and anxiety.  Our Church, our children and
our world need us to come together in the light of the Resurrection.  We must
illuminate the shadows of darkness with this glorious light.  This is not a time to
decrease our involvement in the Church�s mission, but rather to deepen and
expand it.  We,  faithful Orthodox Christians together, need to play a greater role
in the world, but we need to play an even greater role in the lives our most
precious gift, our children.

When we see children murdered in the very schools that are supposed to be
a safe harbor for them; when we see war waged on our televisions night after
night, when we see innocent children described as �collateral damage� and count-
less human beings herded like cattle, this is no time to eclipse the light of Christ�s
Gospel.  This is the time to proclaim our Truth more boldly than ever before.

This is a time for decision.  This is a time for action.  This is a time for
sacrifice.  In the final analysis, we are the ones who are lying by the Pool of
Bethesda.  We are the ones who will choose whether we will respond to the
voice of our Lord.  Which shall we choose?  The paralysis of doubt and anxiety or
the freedom of love?  Will we seek to heal one another�s wounds, or will we pass
each other by, indifferent, silent, and alone.  It takes hope; it takes expectation;
and ultimately, it takes courage � the courage to live our faith as the Lord com-
manded us � with purity of intention, humility and obedience to His Holy Will.

And if it seems that such courage cannot be found in the world today, allow
me this moment to praise the memory of someone who found that courage,
even in the face of certain death.  I am speaking of a young girl, Cassie Bernall,
17 years old, who faced her death in Columbine High School like a Martyr in the
arena.

When her killer asked her if she believed in God, knowing that the answer
meant she would die that very instant, she replied: �I do believe in God.� And
what is more miraculous is that she witnessed to her faith in that final moment
by telling her executioner: �And you should follow the path of God.�

What a testimony of faith!  What a miracle of love!  What a reason for all of
us to hope that even in the nightmare of that slaughter, the light of Christ shines.
For by the Resurrection, we know that the light shines on in the darkness, and
that darkness can never overcome it!

Now I ask you my friends, my brothers and my sisters, what words do we as
parents hope to hear upon the lips of our children?  Whose Name will be above
every other name in their hearts.  If we break our covenant with heaven over the
things of this world, then how shall we face God when we are called to account
for the living treasures He has entrusted to us, as parents, as teachers, as ser-
vants of redemption?

As we continue to pray together this morning and implore the Holy Spirit to
come upon us and the gifts we set upon the Holy Altar, let us lift up the faith and
the love we have seen in that young girl.  This young martyr�s angelic witness is
a sign for all of us.   I behold the waters in the Pool of Bethesda being moved by
the angels of God.  This is the time to free ourselves from the paralysis of doubt,
fear and anxiety and proclaim the name of Christ.  Now is the time for us to live
as whole, healed, forgiven and forgiving Orthodox Christians.  Let us look into
each other�s eyes and in the full knowledge of our own humanity let us live our
faith as we joyfully sing:

It is the Day of Resurrection, let us be radiant for the feast.
Brothers and sisters, let us embrace one another.
Let us say to those that hate us, that in the Resurrection all things are for-

given.
Let us cry aloud with our hearts and souls and minds:
Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death, and to those

in the tombs granting life � life eternal and everlasting lived in the light of His
love.

×ÑÉÓÔÏÓ ÁÍÅÓÔÇ!  Christ is Risen!
Truly the Lord is Risen!

This Homily of His Eminence Archbishop Spyridon was delivered on
the fourth Sunday of Pascha (May 2, 1999), at Saints Constantine and
Helen Greek Orthodox Cathedral in Cleveland, Ohio.

See opposite page
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READ AND SPEAK LANGUAGE LESSONS ON CDROM
GREEK LANGUAGE LESSONS IN ONE CDROM

by George Balanis PhD, MBA
and Toula Balanis AA � AnoTek, Inc.

WRITE TO: AnoTek/G. Balanis 2349 Hill Street, Santa Monica, CA 90405
Tel: (310)450-5027   �  Fax: (310)450-0867  � Email: georgeb@anotek.com

Also avai lable in books i l lustrated with ful l  color pictures.

VISIT: http://www.anotek.com Þëéïò         öüñåìá
 sun dress

If you want to learn Greek quickly and easily, our CDROM courses are for you.
Our Read and Speak Greek CDROM will teach you the Greek language taught in Greek schools today.  This
course covers 6 years of school and teaches Reading, Vocabulary, Pronunciation and Phonetics, Grammar
and Sentence Generation. You will learn the Structure of the Greek language and how it differs from the struc-
ture of English. The new software version (Ver. 2.0) improves the previous version and adds female voice,
more grammar and more dialogs.

� Read and Speak Greek CDROM Ver. 2.0 (6-year course Greek font included) $75.00

A GREATA GREATA GREATA GREATA GREAT

ANYTIMEANYTIMEANYTIMEANYTIMEANYTIME
GIFTGIFTGIFTGIFTGIFT

Üëïãï             ðüëç
horse    city

Our Read and Speak English  CDROM teaches English to Greek speaking people. The course teaches Pro-
nunciation, Vocabulary, Reading and the Basics of Grammar equivalent to about two years of school. All instruc-
tions are in Greek.

 We accept VISA, M/C, AMEX, DISCOVER, CHECKS & MONEY ORDER q Check Box for free catalog

� Read and Speak French CDROM-Step 1 (2-year course - Fonts included) $75.00

Card #______________________________________________  Exp. Date: _______/ _____
Product: ________________________________________ X ____ Total $:_______________
Name: ______________________________________________  Phone: _______________
Address:___________________________________________________________________
City __________________________________________ State________ Zip ______________
Your E-mail: ________________________________________________________________

ORDER FORM:   (Please put street and number.  We ship UPS)

ÍÅÁ ÕÏÑÊÇ - ÁÈÇÍÁ
ÊÁÔ� ÅÕÈÅÉÁÍ ÐÔÇÓÅÉÓ ×ÙÑÉÓ ÓÔÁÈÌÏ ÌÅ ÊÁÍÏÍÉÊÁ ÄÑÏÌÏËÏÃÉÁ

699$
AÍÏÉÎÇ-ÖÈÉÍÏÐÙÑÏ

1 Áðñéëßïõ-10 Éïõíßïõ
1 Óåðôåìâñßïõ-31 Ïêôùâñßïõ

+Tax 799$
ÊÁËÏÊÁÉÑÉ

+Tax

ÅÉÄÉÊÅÓ ÔÉÌÅÓ ÊÁÉ ÁÐÏ ÁËËÅÓ ÐÏËÅÉÓ � ÐÁÉÄÉÁ 2-11 ÅÔÙÍ ÐËÇÑÙÍÏÕÍ 25% ËÉÃÏÔÅÑÏ

11 Éïõíßïõ-31 Áõãïýóôïõ

$690
$795
$738
$750
$756
$769
$785
$802
$802
$837
$851
$853
$867
$887
$892
$925

Boston
Philadelphia
Baltimore
Washington
Cleveland/Pittsburgh
Atlanta/Detroit
Chicago
Ft. Lauderdale/Miami
Dallas/Houston
Raleigh/Durham/Orlando/Tampa
Charlotte
W. Palm Beach/New Orleans
Denver
Salt Lake City
L.Á./San Francisco/San Diego/Seattle
Phoenix/Portland

ÁÍÏÉÎÇ-ÖÈÉÍÏÐÙÑÏ
Boston
Philadelphia
Pittsburgh
Baltimore/Washington/Detroit
Cleveland
Chicago/Raleigh/Durham
Richmond/Norfolk/ Charlotte
Ft. Lauderdale/Miami/Orlando
Tampa
Houston/Minneapolis/St. Louis
Denver/Oklahoma City
Salt Lake City
W. Palm Beach
L.A./San Francisco/Seattle/San Diego
Phoenix

ÊÁËÏÊÁÉÑÉ
$860
$885
$940
$953
$963
$956
$990
$1,000
$1,010
$1,020
$1,032
$1,042
$1,050
$1,080
$1,120

Editor,
The following letter was originally sent

to the New York Times magazine in re-
sponse to an article relating to the Kosovo
crisis, and to the Observer.

When arguing that the U.S. should
serve as the world�s enforcer (3/28), Tho-
mas Friedman fails to recognize that Ameri-
can leadership must be earned and not im-
posed. Otherwise, U.S. military action, such
as the use of disproportionate force in places
like Iraq and Yugoslavia, will be perceived
as aggression and not as humanitarian in-
tervention.

After the fall of the Iron Curtain, the U.S.
had a historic opportunity as the sole re-
maining superpower to take a leadership
role in encouraging democracy and geopo-
litical stability throughout the world.

Instead, our insincere posturing regard-

�Ride the hype�

Editor,
Away with Church politics! Away with

disunity over minor-issues! Away with the
endless accusations!

Now that the Greek Orthodox faithful
have opened up a blind eye, now that the
Church has the undivided attention of its
members, whether for good or for bad.

Now is the time to capitalize on the un-
warranted publicity generated by some, for
an awareness on national Church programs.
May the Archdiocese �ride the hype� to its
advantage by showcasing their programs.

May the Orthodox Observer stir up the
media frenzy with real-issues! I want the
Observer to tell me how I can help re-open
Halki Theological Seminary. I want to learn
and know more about Orthodox Christian
Missions. I want to learn a lot more about
ZOE For Life! I want to hear the inspiring
story of Guadelupe Homes, of how it came
to be, on where its headed, and how we
can help expand this program.

I want to read about dynamic new pro-
grams the laity can get involved in, not about
some �blown out of proportion� crisis. We
have 52 Sundays in a year that makes foe
52 additional collection plates that can be
past out in the churches to help fund these
programs and institutions!

Let us live up to the words our Lord
spoke of us, �Let your light so shine before
men, and they may see your good works and
glorify your Father in heaven� (Matt 5:16).

Gus Langis
Northport, N.Y.

L E T T E R SL E T T E R S . . . . . . . . .
from previous page

Leadership must be earned

Profile grads and ex-students

Editor,
I am a 1983 graduate of Hellenic Col-

lege, and a graduate of the business man-
agement program of he college when it ex-
isted at that time.

Soon after the time that I graduated
from the school with my bachelor of sci-
ence degree in business management, there
was a budget cutback.

Changes were made to the school that
altered the direction of the school and the
way that I had grown to know the school
during my time there.

However, I never regret my time at the
college, for it gave me insight into our
Church and our culture. This insight I will
always cherish.

I am , however, disappointed at the way
that the graduates of programs which are
programs other than theology are subse-
quently forgotten and lost in the fray by both
the College and newspapers such as the
Observer. The College gears reunions, con-
ferences, and the like for seminary gradu-
ates who ultimately enter the clergy. Your
student profiles only reflect upon those in
the seminary, who are going into the priest-
hood. This emphasis  does nothing for those
who may want to attend the college and are
not seminarians, and does nothing to me-
morialize past efforts by those connected
with the college who brought worthwhile
programs to students who attended the col-
lege but graduated with degrees other than
theological degrees.

My suggestion is for you to highlight,
in a profiles format, past graduates and
present students who are not members of
the clergy and who do not plan to enter the
priesthood.

By doing this, you would give a special
interest to the college, and show others that
the schools graduates received a good edu-
cation and went on to do worthwhile things
with their lives. I have some examples that I
am personally aware of, and I am sure that
other stories are waiting to be found.

In my own case, I went on to law school
after graduating from Hellenic College. I
subsequently became an assistant attorney
general for the State of Illinois, in the crimi-
nal trials and prosecutions division. I co-
authored legislation there to combat money
laundering in Illinois.

I then went on to become an assistant
public defender for Dupage County, outside
of Chicago. I am now a senior staff attorney
with the Chicago Housing Authority.

One of my classmates, Nadim Khoury,
was featured in the Chicago Tribune as be-
ing the first to open a brewery in Palestine
in a full page article in the Tempo section. I
am koumbaro with another attendee of the
college, George Deolitsis, who is now vice-
president of the largest office equipment
sales company in the Midwest.

eyes and our hearts, hoping that we will turn
our lives around and ask for His forgiveness
and start living our life for Him once again.
In this way, we can possibly save the rest of
our children from death and destruction
before they have even had a chance to live.

We as parents and grandparents have
the ability as well as a duty to save our chil-
dren and our world. We just have to put
family before the love of the almighty dol-
lar. A million dollars in the bank could never
replace a child once it�s dead or lost to this
sinful world. We must do what�s right and
start being full time parents once again. Our
children need it and deserve it. If we don�t
save them, who will?

Fran Glaros
Clearwater, Fla.

These are examples of people you
should want to feature in your paper, and
not always have to report the Church in-
fighting that is occurring on a weekly basis.

Thomas G. Massouras
Western Springs, Ill.

Editor,
I have just received the April 20 issue

of the Observer. I would like to congratu-
late you and your colleagues for a job well
done. The Observer has improved and it
has become more informative than in the
past. An example of this is the informative
section of �Issues & Answers.� Finally, we
got the real story on a matter of the great-
est importance to Orthodoxy in the United
States. The last few months I have been
saddened by the �garbage� that has been
inundating the Internet. Your response is
to the point and very factual.

Nick Papadopoulos
Athens, Greece

Congratulations on issue

See LETTERS, page 19
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BROOKLINE, Mass. � The Rev.
Stanley Harakas delivered a lecture at Holy
Cross on April 28 titled �Eastern Orthodox
Theology and Science� at the Maliotis Cul-
tural Center on campus as part the of
Templeton Foundation grant. Co-sponsors
were the Foundation, Holy Cross, and the
American Scientific Affiliation.

This is the second in a series of grants
that Holy Cross received over the past two
years from the Templeton Foundation to
assist in the teaching of science and reli-
gion at the Seminary. Dr. Ted Peters of the
Pacific Lutheran Theological School of the
Graduate Theological Union, Berkeley,
Calif., lectured at Holy Cross in February
on the theme of �Human Freedom and
Genetic Determinism,� also as part of the
Templeton grant.

The Rev. Stanley S. Harakas, a priest
of the Archdiocese, is Archbishop Iakovos
Professor of Orthodox Theology Emeritus
in the field of Orthodox Christian Ethics at
Holy Greek from which he recently retired.

He received his undergraduate and
theology degrees from Holy Cross. In 1965,
he earned the degree of Doctor of Theol-
ogy (Th.D.) from Boston University.

The following year he began teaching
at Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of
Theology. In 1986 he was appointed to the
first endowed chair at Holy Cross as �Arch-
bishop Iakovos Professor of Orthodox The-
ology.� Rev. Harakas has served as Dean
of Hellenic College for five years, and was
Dean of Holy Cross Greek Orthodox
School of Theology for ten years, from 1970
to 1980. During this time, both schools
were accredited and new degree programs
established.

A member of numerous professional
societies, he has served some of them as
an officer.

He has been President of the Ortho-

Fr. Harakas Lectures on Theology and Science
dox Theological Society, and a member of
the Board of Directors of the Society of
Christian Ethics. In 1988 he was elected to
membership in the American Theological
Society. Fr. Harakas was the inaugural re-
cipient, in 1981, of the �Archbishop Iakovos
Faculty Award.�

In 1986 he was honored as a �Distin-
guished Alumnus� of Boston University
School of Theology.

Fr. Harakas is the author of 12 books,
both scholarly and popular, and more than
120 published scholarly articles.

Since 1985 he has authored the article
on the �Orthodox Church� in the annual
supplement to The World Book Encyclope-
dia and, since 1992, has been writing a simi-
lar article for the Encyclopedia Britannica.

For 19 years, he has been a weekly
columnist in the national Greek-American
newspaper, The Hellenic Chronicle.

In 1989 he received a grant from the
National Endowment of the Humanities and
in 1990 a grant from the Association of
Theological Schools  to work on an unpub-
lished Greek manuscript. From 1996-1998,
he was editor of The Greek Orthodox Theo-
logical Review, a quarterly journal pub-
lished by the Faculty of Holy Cross Greek
Orthodox School of Theology.

Rev. Harakas has served as pastor of
parishes in Lancaster, Pa., Peabody, Mass.,
Lexington, Mass., and Newburyport Mass.
In each community he led major building
programs. He has also served as Sunday
supply priest at Holy Trinity Church in
Lowell, Mass., St. Nicholas in Enfield,
Conn., and the mission parish of St. Gre-
gory the Theologian, in Sharon (now
Mansfield), Mass.

He is married to the former Emily G.
Maniates of Boston. They have five chil-
dren (four living) and three grandsons. The
Harakases retired to Florida in July of 1995.

BROOKLINE, Mass. � The Rev. Eugene
Rivers, a former gang member, now chair-
man of the National Ten Point and Ella J. Baker
House Program of Dorchester, Mass., spoke
on �God vs. Gangs� at the Synaxis lecture
recently at the Maliotis Cultural Center.

The Rev. Rivers, a Pentecostal minister
and a Harvard University drop-out, said on
April 13 that it is time to return to funda-
mental theological principles, such as �God
the Father,� and to communicate the simple,
yet unheeded, messages of Christ�s Gospel
to inner-city youth who have fundamental
needs for family, responsibility and direc-
tion.

Through active listening, participation
and dialogue, the Rev. Rivers said that even
non-Black pastors can minister to the ado-

Minister Speaks on God and Gangs
lescent who is met in the streets of the in-
ner-city more often by the local gang mem-
ber and/or drug dealer rather than the local
parish priest.

The Rev. River�s successful gang min-
ister programs have received national ac-
claim and have been featured in Newsweek
and The New Yorker magazines.

Holy Cross School of Theology officials
are considering the possibility of the Ella J.
Baker House becoming a future field edu-
cation site for the seminarians.

A luncheon reception hosted by the stu-
dents and faculty of Holy Cross followed the
lecture.

Synaxis lectures are held each Tuesday
at noon during the academic year at Maliotis
Center.

BROOKLINE, Mass � Nearly 50 semi-
narians will receive diplomas at this year�s
Holy Cross/Hellenic College graduation on
Saturday, May 15.

Commencement weekend activities
begin May 13 with a morning liturgy, after-
noon awards ceremony and alumni banquet.

On Friday, Archbishop Spyridon will
officiate at Great Vespers in Holy Cross
Chapel and will present the graduating semi-
narians with crosses.

His Eminence will also officiate at the
next morning�s Divine Liturgy and will or-
dain Deacon Vasile Mihai to the priesthood.

Commencement exercises will take
place at 11 a.m., followed by a luncheon.

Keynote speaker will be Metropolitan
John Pelushi of Korca, of the Autocephalous

Annual Commencement Set May 15
Orthodox Church of Albania. He is a recent
graduate of Holy Cross with M.Div. and
Th.M. degrees.

Fifteen Hellenic College students will
receive diplomas and 34 School of Theol-
ogy are scheduled to graduate.

Name: _________________________________________________
Address:________________________________________________
City, State, Zip:___________________________________________
Phone:_________________________________________________

IONIAN VILLAGE � 8 East 79th Street, New York, NY 10021
or call us at: (212) 570-3534 � Email: ionianvillage@goarch.org

Please send me information on Spiritual Odyssey:

Travel to Greece
and Constantinople with the
Spiritual Odyssey program
of Ionian Village !
July 11 - 26, 1999

� Spiritual Odyssey is a summer travel program for young adults ages 19 and
older. You will experience the faith, culture and heritage of Greece, while
making friendships and memories that will last a lifetime.

� The highlight of the trip is an audience with His All Holiness Ecumenical
Patriarch Bartholomew in Constantinople and a tour of the Patriarchate and
the Byzantine monuments of the city.

YOUNG ADULTS

VISIT OUR WEBSITE: www.ionianvillage.org

Call Greece with Startec for 28cents a minute

ADVERTISEMENT

STARTEC

1-800-397-4205
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FOR ADVERTISING IN THE

ORTHODOX OBSERVER
Please  Call

(212) 570-3555
or Fax

(212) 774-0239
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PhiloptochosThe Voice of

San Francisco Diocese Donates $40,000

HOLY CROSS-Hellenic College President Fr. Ganas with President Eve Condakes, San
Francisco Diocese President Loula Anaston and students of the school.

IT ALL BEGAN IN 1980 with Metropoli-
tan Anthony�s dream to assist those spe-
cial students from the San Francisco Dio-
cese who wanted to attend Hellenic Col-
lege/Holy Cross.

Metropolitan Anthony�s vision inspired
the Diocese Philoptochos Board of the time
to initiate and develop, with its chapters, the
student aid endowment fund which now
bears his name. The Bishop Anthony
Philoptochos Student Aid Endowment Fund
financially supports San Francisco Diocese
students (men and women) at Hellenic Col-
lege and Holy Cross School of Theology. In
1980 each student received $100. Today,
each student receives $2,500. The fund�s
principal, which remains inviolate, now ex-
ceeds $1 million.

On March 19, National Philoptochos
President Eve Condakes of Boston joined
Loula Anaston, the San Francisco Diocese
Philoptochos president, on a special trip to
HC/HC. Mrs. Anaston had flown in on a one-
day journey to personally present 16 stu-
dents from the Diocese with $40,000 in
scholarship aid, which will be credited to-
wards their tuition. Mrs. Anaston has chaired
this wonderful ministry prior to her election
as President of the Diocese and, at the
Metropolitan�s request, continues to do so

after many years of service.
The V. Rev. Damaskinos Ganas, presi-

dent, welcomed the ladies warmly and gra-
ciously. They had the opportunity to meet
with the scholarship recipients before at-
tending Vesper Services. Following the ser-
vices, Fr. Ganas, Mr. and Mrs. Leo Con-
dakes, and the students from San Francisco
were hosted by Mrs. Anaston, representing
Metropolitan Anthony, to an elegant dinner
at a seaside restaurant in Boston.

During the scholarship ceremony,
Mrs. Condakes encouraged the students,
saying, �On this beautiful hilltop we gaze
on the symbol of the cross, and with all
our love and all our confidence we pass
the torch to you, our beloved students, to
perpetuate the sacred ideals of our glori-
ous Greek Orthodox faith and our Hellenic
heritage. Mrs. Anaston, in a moving ad-
dress, assured the students that the
Philoptochos �will always be there to as-
sist them and their beloved school, the
jewel of the Greek Orthodox Church of
America.� She then delivered the student
scholarship check to Fr. Ganas.

The students lovingly thanked Mrs.
Anaston and presented her with a beautiful
mirror whose frame was decorated with a
picture of the Holy Cross Chapel.

Social Work Consultant
Conducts Seminar at
School of Theology

The social work consultant for National
Philoptochos, Paulette Geanacopoulos,
CSW, recently conducted a seminar on do-
mestic violence at Holy Cross School of
Theology for the Pastoral Care class.

This seminar was initiated at the request
of seminarians who had previously visited
the Philoptochos office in New York and
were quite moved by the many social is-
sues the department handles.

They truly were not aware of the myriad
types of domestic violence cases the Philop-
tochos Society social services department
deals with and felt it would be beneficial to
learn strategies for recognizing and dealing
with abuse situations in order to assist them
in the future as parish priests.

Ms. Geanacopoulos� presentation in-
cluded information to develop and improve
the seminarians� abilities to understand and
recognize domestic violence within the
Greek Orthodox community and to identify
and re-frame cultural attitudes and religious
beliefs that appear to ignore or condone
domestic violence.

Fr. Nicholas Krommydas, who teaches
the pastoral care class, stated that the train-
ing was well-received by his students. He
also said that �domestic violence is one of
those subjects that we rarely hear about, but,
unfortunately, is an issue that many of our
future priests will need to be familiar with.�

Wisconsin Chapter Prepares Youth for the Future
MADISON, Wis. � �The youth are the

future, and the future of the Church is the
youth.� � His All Holiness Patriarch
Bartholomew

A tradition supporting Ecumenical Pa-
triarch Bartholomew�s emphasis on the im-
portance of youth in the Church began 10
years ago with the Assumption Church
Philoptochos chapter in Madison.

A tradition emerged 10 years ago

daughters in the parish began accompany-
ing their mothers to the church community
hall for baking classes dedicated to the
preparation of five liturgical and traditional
foods.

This process activated baking projects
throughout the year such as the Assump-
tion Philoptochos Dial-A-Baklava fund-raiser
in November.

At the suggestion of chapter President
Helene Georgalan and at the request of
many newer members and younger women
wanting to �carry on the traditions of our
faith and families,� these projects have been
instituted as a series throughout the year.

They include the preparation of pro-
sforon (altar bread), artoklasia (the five
loaves), koliva (memorial wheat), Vasilopita
(St. Basil�s bread for the New Year),
lambropsomo or tsoureki (Pascha bread),
and paximadia.

� I learn more about my culture and
can appreciate it more, and it�s a good time
to spend with my mom and her friends. I
look forward to becoming a Philoptochos
member,� said Raina Zwadzich.

National President
Urges Support
for Academy

As we enter the new spring season and
we think of the gardens that will soon be
flourishing, let us also think of Our
Church�s garden, the Academy of St. Basil,
which is also flourishing. Flourishing with
the sights and sounds of happy children.

A new spring season is also upon St.
Basil�s, a very exciting new season and just
the way a garden needs to be tended to, so
do the children of the Academy. This new
season is a season where every day brings
new ideas and dreams to St. Basil�s.

Our goal as Philoptochos at this time each
year, is to have all of our chapters participate
in the Sisterhood Drive. This year, more than
ever, St. Basil�s needs all of us. It�s time to
help make the Academy realize its full poten-
tial. Let�s make it a place we can all be proud
of. We can begin to do that if we all send our
commitment to the Sisterhood of St. Basil.

I have listed below some of the imme-
diate needs of the Academy after speaking
to the new director, Fr. Costa Sitaras. With
your assistance, we can help take some of
these items off the needs list.

� New bathrooms in the dormitory
� A 15-passenger van for transporting the

students
� Computers for the dormitories
� Carpeting for the library
� Renovations to the swimming pool

As you can see, much needs to be done
to make St. Basil�s the great place it can be.
By supporting the efforts of the Sisterhood of
St. Basil Academy, you are investing in the
future of the Academy and of our children.

Please make your check out to National
Philoptochos earmarked for Sisterhood of
St. Basil and mail to the National Philo-
ptochos Office in the enclosed envelope.

Thank you for your continued support.

Not too long ago we were asked by the
National Philoptochos Headquarters to
make an effort to recruit from the Greek
community a large number of donors who
would be willing to give a small sample of
blood towards securing bone marrow.

This was needed to save the life of Mrs.
Georgia Fotopoulos who is diagnosed with
the fatal disease of leukemia.

Well, Angeliki Bolos, Philoptochos presi-
dent of the Ogden Philoptochos Society,
along with the support of Fr. Dan Suciu and
Fr. Deacon Peter Alex immediately started
getting things organized, appealing to our
Philoptochos members and also to our Greek
Orthodox Church members for help.

The response was indeed better than
expected. On March 21, after the Divine
Liturgy 22 good Samaritans congregated at
our church to give a sample of their blood
for the purpose as indicated above.

By means of this report we have taken it
upon ourselves to aquatint everyone in our
community as to what was asked and to what
was done. We also wish to commend and
thank each and every one of the donors who
willingly and graciously gave what was
needed. a special thanks goes to the Ogden
Ahepa and the Ogden Daughters of Penelope
chapters and all those individuals who made
a contribution and participated as well as
helped to make this project a successful one.
Our thoughts and prayers are with Mrs.
Fotopoulos and we hope a bone marrow
match will be found soon.

Ogden Philoptochos
Respond to Marrow
Testing Request

Her mother, Vice President Patty Simon
Zwadzich, had just provided a demonstra-
tion on the preparation of tsoureki, the first
in the series.

Raina and her friends at Assumption
Church decided four years ago who among
them was to be the future Philoptochos
president, vice president and secretary when
they were old enough to join.

 �The young women will learn through
their mothers� as Philoptochos President Eve
Condakes so often has said. The baking tra-
dition is a good example of a creative way
for encouraging young women to join.

The spontaneous participation of the
daughters became, through the years, an
unplanned learning project of Church cul-
tural traditions, and an example of how the
Philoptochos mother can, through her own
commitment, pass these traditions on to the
new generation.

Fr. Joseph Tsougros, pastor, actively sup-
ports this new tradition, recognizing its value
in encouraging the continuity of religious val-
ues and principles within their church, as well
as the continuity of cultural traditions.

The National Philoptochos Office
has sent a form to all National Board
members requesting that any questions,
recommendations, suggestions or items
for clarification be stated and that the
form be returned to the National
Philoptochos Office.

Updating the
By-Laws Book

The National Philoptochos asks
the assistance of all chapter presidents
in providing the National Office with
names and addresses of new brides
(within the past year), in your com-
munity.

This will enable National Presi-
dent Eve Condakes to send her per-
sonal greetings and extend a year�s
free membership to these potential
new members.

New Brides
Information Requested
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Ionian VillageIonian Village

Name ______________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________

City, State, Zip ______________________________________________

Phone ______________________________________________________

Mail this form to: Ionian Village, 8-10 East 79th Street, New York, NY 10021.
Or contact us at: Phone (212) 570-3534, E-mail ionianvillage@goarch.org
Ionian Village is a program of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America

Ionian Village

Friendships and Memories that last a lifetime!
At Ionian Village this year!

Please check the program you are interested in:
____ Summer Travel Camp, Ages 12-15 � June 28 - July 17
____ Byzantine Venture, Ages 16-18  � July 25 - August 12
____ Byzantine Venture, Optional Trip to Constantinople � Departs July 20
____ Spiritual Odyssey, Young Adults 19 and older � July 11-26

Celebrating 30 Years

�This summer, the Ionian Village pro-
gram will travel to Greece as scheduled,�
said Michael A. Pappas, director of Ionian
Village. �We are concerned about the crisis
in Kosovo and have discussed the situation
with Greek officials and with the U.S. State
Department. They both assured us that it is
safe to travel to Greece and there is no rea-
son to cancel the program.�

Mr. Pappas recently returned from a
two-week visit to Greece in preparation for
the summer. �I understand parental con-
cerns about sending their children to Greece
during a time like this, but they should be
aware that we would never take a chance
with the safety of the participants. Everyone
we have spoken to has reassured us that it
is safe. My recent trip to Greece has only
reinforced those assurances.�

Far from the northern border of Greece,
Ionian Village is located in the Peloponnese,
on the coast of the Ionian Sea. The program
travels to southern locations in Greece and
the Greek Islands.

New Renovations at the Ionian
Village Facility

On his trip to Greece, Mr. Pappas was
joined by George Chelpon, the finance di-
rector of the Archdiocese. They visited the
Ionian Village facility to review renovations
that are being made, as well as to examine
certain legal and financial arrangements.

Ionian Village Set for
Another Successful Summer

INSPECTING BELL TOWER - Michael Pappas,
George Chelpon and caretaker Christopher
Nastoulis at the camp admire the new bell
tower at the chapel.

THE CHAPEL on the Ionian Village grounds.

529

$279-329
OCT-DEC

The renovations include a new fire pro-
tection system with smoke alarms and fire
extinguishers in each room, and water
pumps and fire hoses in strategic locations
throughout the facility.

In addition, ceiling and wall fans are
being installed in each room of the camper
and staff cabins, and the water system is
being repaired and upgraded and will include
new hot water boilers for the bathrooms and
showers.

�These renovations are long overdue,�
said Mr. Chelpon. �They are part of a larger
analysis of Archdiocese operations, trying
to move the organization forward.�
Philoptochos Supports Ionian Village

The National Philoptochos, under the
leadership of its president, Mrs. Eve
Condakes, has undertaken a new fund rais-

ing drive for Ionian Village. Philoptochos
chapters have been asked to donate funds
which will go towards scholarships, reno-
vations, and expansion of the program and
facilities.

In a letter to the Philoptochos chapter
presidents, His Eminence Archbishop
Spyridon wrote: �Ionian Village is an invest-
ment in the future; in the future of our
Church and the future of our children. I am
committed to ensuring that Ionian Village
remain a strong and vibrant ministry for our
children today, and for the future genera-
tions.�

The initial response to the fund raising
drive has been outstanding. All funds raised
go directly into an endowment fund which
has been established exclusively for the
Ionian Village program.

Commenting on these developments,
Mr. Pappas said �We are really excited about
the new work being done at the camp and
the positive response from Philoptochos. We
are looking forward to another successful
summer.

What is most inspiring is the enthusi-
asm and support for the program that we
are receiving. Ionian Village is the most im-
portant youth program in the Church and,
as we approach the new millennium, we are
working to ensure that it will continue to
inspire our young people with a quality pro-
gram that helps them grow in their Ortho-
dox faith while giving them a greater appre-
ciation of their cultural heritage.�

SPRUCING UP –
Christophoros
Nastoulis,
Ionian Village
caretaker, at
work. All
buildings get a
fresh coat of
whitewash in
preparation for
this summer�s
activities.
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Ìå ôç óõììåôï÷Þ êáé óõìâïëÞ ôçò ÉåñÜò Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò
ç áðåëåõèÝñùóç ôùí Áìåñéêáíþí áé÷ìáëþôùí

Ôçí Ýíáñîç ôùí åñãáóéþí ôçò 8çò
åôÞóéáò óõíåäñßáò ôçò <Çãåóßáò ôùí 100>
ðïõ ðñáãìáôïðïéÞèçêå óôï Óáí Öñáíô-
æßóêï ôçò Êáëéöüñíéá áðü 21-25 Áðñéëßïõ,
êÞñõîå ï Óåâ. Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò ÁìåñéêÞò ê.
Óðõñßäùí.

Ï Óåâ. Áåñ÷éåðßóêïðïò óõíáíôÞèçêå
ìå ôçí åêôåëåóôéêÞ åðéôñïðÞ ôçò <Çãåóßáò
ôùí 100>, êáé áðçýèõíå ÷áéñåôéóìü óôá
ìÝëç ôïõ Äéïéêçôéêïý ôçò Óõìâïõëßïõ.

ÌåôÜ áðü ïìüöùíç áðüöáóç, ôï
Äéïéêçôéêü Óõìâïýëéï ôçò <Çãåóßáò ôùí
100> äéáâåâáßùóå ôïí Óåâ. Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò
ÁìåñéêÞò ê. Óðõñßäùíá, ðùò êÜèå ïéêïíï-
ìéêÞ óõíáëëáãÞ èá ãßíåôáé ðÜíôïôå ìå ôç
ãíþóç êáé Ýãêñéóç ôçò ÉåñÜò Áñ÷éåðé-
óêïðÞò ÁìåñéêÞò.

Ï Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò åîÝöñáóå ôá óõã-
÷áñçôÞñéÜ ôïõ óôá ìÝëç ôïõ Äéïéêçôéêïý
Óõìâïõëßïõ ãéá ôéò äñáóôçñéüôçôåò ðïõ
Ý÷ïõí áíáðôýîåé óôïí áìåñéêáíéêü ÷þñï.

Ôüíéóå ôéò ðïëëáðëÝò äõíáôüôçôåò
óõììåôï÷Þò ôçò <Çãåóßáò ôùí 100> ùò
æùôéêïý Ïñãáíéóìïý óôçí áíÜðôõîç ôçò
æùÞò ôçò Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò.

Ï Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò áíáöÝñèçêå óôéò
êïéíÝò åõèýíåò ãéá ôï åõñýôåñï êáëü êáé

Óôï Óáí Öñáíôæßóêï ç åôÞóéá óõíÝëåõóç ôçò Çãåóßáò ôùí 100
ó÷åôéêÜ ìå ôá áðïôåëÝóìáôá ôïõ áíôß-
óôïé÷ïõ ðñïãñÜììáôïò ôçò Áñ÷éåðé-
óêïðÞò ãéá ôç æùÞ ôùí ðéóôþí ôçò.

ÊáôáëÞãïíôáò ôçí åéóáãùãéêÞ ôïõ
ïìéëßá ï Óåâáóìéüôáôïò ôüíéóå: <Êáìßá
áðü ôéò Ïñãáíþóåéò ôçò Åêêëçóßáò äåí
Ý÷åé óçìáóßá, áí ç æùÞ ôùí ðéóôþí ôçò
Åêêëçóßáò äåí åðçñåÜæåôáé áðü áõôÝò ìå
èåôéêü êáé åðïéêïäïìçôéêü ôñüðï>.

ÁíÜìåóá óôá èÝìáôá ðïõ áðáó÷ü-
ëçóáí ôïõò óõíÝäñïõò Þôáí ç ôñïðï-
ðïßçóç ôùí åóùôåñéêþí êáíïíéóìþí
þóôå íá êáôáóôåß äõíáôÞ ç ÷ïñçãåßá
ðåñéóóüôåñùí ðñïãñáììÜôùí ôùí
Åèíéêþí Äéáêïíéþí ôçò Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò
ìå ìåãáëýôåñá ðïóÜ. Ï ðñüåäñïò ôçò
<Çãåóßáò ôùí 100> ê. Ãåþñãéïò Êüêáëçò
áíáêïßíùóå ôï óêïðü íá öôÜóïõí ôá
ìÝëç ôçò ïñãÜíùóçò ôá 200 ìÝóá óôïí
åðüìåíï ÷ñüíï. ÊáôÜ ôç äéÜñêåéá ôùí
åñãáóéþí åãêñßèçêå ôï ðïóü ôùí
850.000 äïëáñßùí ãéá åðéäïôÞóåéò
äéáöüñùí äéáêïíéþí ôçò Åêêëçóßáò ãéá
ôç öåôéíÞ ÷ñïíéÜ. Ï åðéìÝñïõò êáôÜ-
ëïãïò ôùí ÷ñçìáôéêþí ðïóþí õðïâëÞ-
èçêå óôïí Áñ÷éåðßóêïðï ãéá Ýãêñéóç êáé
èá êïéíïðïéçèåß áñãüôåñá.

ÍÅÁ ÕÏÑÊÇ.�Ï Óåâ. Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò
ÁìåñéêÞò ê. Óðõñßäùí åîÝöñáóå ôçí
éêáíïðïßçóÞ ôïõ ãéá ôçí áðåëåõèÝñùóç
ôùí ôñéþí Áìåñéêáíþí óôñáôéùôþí áðü
ôçí ÃéïõãêïóëáâéêÞ êõâÝñíçóç.

Óå åðéóôïëÞ ôïõ óôïí ðñüåäñï ôùí
ÇÐÁ Ìðéë Êëßíôïí ï Óåâáóìéüôáôïò ôüíéóå
ôçí áíÜãêç íá åêìåôáëëåõôåß ôéò ðåñé-
óôÜóåéò ãéá ìéá óýíôïìç åéñçíéêÞ êáôÜëçîç
ôïõ ðïëÝìïõ êáé ôïíßóå ðùò ç ÷åéñïíïìßá
ôçò ÓåñâéêÞò êõâÝñíçóçò í´áðåëåõèåñþóåé
ôïõò ôñåéò Áìåñéêáíïýò óôñáôéþôåò ìðïñåß
íá áðïôåëÝóåé ôç âÜóç ãéá åîåýñåóç ëýóçò
óôçí êñßóç ôïõ Êïóóõöïðåäßïõ. ÅðéðëÝïí
êáëåß ôïí ðñüåäñï ôùí ÇÐÁ íá åêëÜâåé ôçí
ðñùôïâïõëßá áõôÞ ùò áðáñ÷Þ ãéá ìéá
åëðéäïöüñá åîÝëéîç. Ï Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò
õðïãñÜììéóå, üôé:

<Ç áðåëåõèÝñùóç ôùí óôñáôéùôþí
áíïßãåé ìéá ðýëç ðïõ ìÝ÷ñé óÞìåñá
ðáñÝìåíå óôåãáíÜ óöñáãéóìÝíç> êáé
<ìüíï åÜí äéáóêåëßóïõìå áõôÞ ôçí ðýëç
ìå ôüëìç, èá ìðïñÝóïõìå íá åðáíÝëèïõìå
óôçí åéñÞíç êáé óôçí áóöÜëåéá ãéá üëïõò>.

¼óï ãéá ôïõò óõíå÷åßò âïìâáñ-
äéóìïýò êáôÜ ôçò Ãéïõãêïóëáâßáò, ï
Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò Óðõñßäùí ôüíéóå, üôé
áõôïß <äåí âïçèïýí ìå êáíÝíá ôñüðï ôéò
óõíèÞêåò ôùí ðñïóöýãùí êáé äåí Ý÷ïõí
êáôïñèþóåé íá êÜìøïõí ôçí åíüôçôá ôùí
ÓÝñâùí. Áíôßèåôá åßíáé ðéï åíùìÝíïé áðü
ðïôÝ>.

ÊáôáëÞãïíôáò óôçí åðéóôïëÞ ôïõ
ðñïò ôïí ðñüåäñï ôùí ÇÐÁ, ï Áñ÷éåðß-
óêïðïò ÁìåñéêÞò êÜíåé Ýêêëçóç ãéá ôçí
áðïêáôÜóôáóç ôçò æùÞò êáé ôçò åëåõèå-
ñßáò óôá ÂáëêÜíéá õðïãñáììßæïíôáò üôé:
<ìüíï ç åðéóôñïöÞ óôï åðßðåäï ôùí
äéáðñáãìáôåýóåùí ãéá åîåýñåóç ëýóçò,
äéÜ ôçò ðïëéôéêÞò êáé äéðëùìáôéêÞò ïäïý,
èá ìðïñÝóåé íá áíáêïõößóåé ôïí ðüíï êáé
ôç äõóôõ÷ßá ðïõ ðëÞôôåé óÞìåñá ôçí

ðåñéï÷Þ, êáé íá ïäçãÞóåé óôçí åéñÞíç êáé
óôçí áóöÜëåéá>.

Ç ÉåñÜ Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞ ÁìåñéêÞò óõììå-
ôåß÷å óôçí åéäéêÞ 19ìåëÞ ÏéêïõìåíéêÞ
áðïóôïëÞ õðü ôïí Áéä. ÔæÝóé ÔæÜêóïí êáé
ôçí Äñá. ÔæïÜí ÊÜìðåë, ðñüåäñï ôïõ
Åèíéêïý Óõìâïõëßïõ Åêêëçóéþí ìå ôïí
Èåïö. Åðßóêïðï ÎÜíèïõ ê. ÄçìÞôñéï ðïõ
áíôéðñïóþðåõóå ôïí Óåâáóìéüôáôï.

Óôçí áðïóôïëÞ óõììåôåß÷áí èñç-
óêåõôéêïß åêðñüóùðïé ×ñéóôéáíéêþí
Åêêëçóéþí, Åâñáßùí êáé ÌïõóïõëìÜíùí.

<¹ìáóôå áðïöáóéóìÝíïé íá ðÜìå

ðÜñá ôéò ðåñß ôïõ áíôéèÝôïõ ðáñïôñýí-
óåéò Áìåñéêáíþí áîéùìáôïý÷ùí> åßðå ï
Èåïö. Åðßóêïðïò ÎÜíèïõ ê. ÄçìÞôñéïò.

Ç áðïóôïëÞ Ýöôáóå óôï ÂåëéãñÜäé
óôéò 29 Áðñéëßïõ üðïõ Ýãéíå èåñìÜ äåêôÞ
áðü ôïí ÃéïõãêïóëÜâï Õðïõñãü Åîùôå-
ñéêþí.

Ïé ðñþôåò åðáöÝò ìå ôçí Ãéïõãêï-
óëáâéêÞ êõâÝñíçóç äåí Üöçíáí ðåñéèþ-
ñéá ãéá åëðßäåò. Ôçí åðïìÝíç êáôÜ ôçí
äéÜñêåéá åðßóêåøçò ôçò åðéôñïðÞò óôïí
Ìáêáñéüôáôï ÐáôñéÜñ÷ç ôùí ÓÝñâùí ê.
Ðáýëï, ï Åðßóêïðïò ÄçìÞôñéïò ôïõ

åðÝäùóå åðéôáãÞ 50.000 äïëáñßùí ãéá
áíèñùðéóôéêÞ âïÞèåéá åê ìÝñïõò ôïõ
Áñ÷éåðéóêüðïõ êáé ôçò É. Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò
ÁìåñéêÞò. Íá õðåíèõìßóïõìå üôé êáôÜ ôçí
äéÜñêåéá ôçò ÌåãÜëçò ÅâäïìÜäïò ï
Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò åß÷å êÜíåé Ýêêëçóç ðñïò
ôéò êïéíüôçôåò ôçò É. Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò íá
ðñïóöÝñïõí üôé ìðïñïýí ãéá ôçí áíáêïý-
öéóç ôùí èõìÜôùí ôïõ ðïëÝìïõ.

ÌåôÜ áðü åðßìïíåò óõíáíôÞóåéò êáé
äéáâïõëåýóåéò ìå áîéùìáôïý÷ïõò ôçò
ÃéïõãêïóëáâéêÞò êõâÝñíçóçò êáé ìå ôïí
ðñüåäñï Óëüìðïíôáí Ìéëüóåâéôò, äéáöÜ-
íçêáí åëðßäåò ðïõ êáôÝëçîáí óôçí
áíáêïßíùóç áðåëåõèÝñùóçò ôùí áé÷ìá-
ëþôùí.

Ìéëþíôáò ãéá ôçí ôåëåôÞ áðåëåõèÝ-
ñùóçò ôçí ÊõñéáêÞ 2 ÌáÀïõ, ï Åðßóêïðïò
ÄçìÞôñéïò ìßëçóå ãéá ôïí åíèïõóéáóìü
ðïõ åðéêñÜôçóå áëëÜ êáé ãéá ôá ðëáôéÜ
÷áìüãåëá ôùí áé÷ìÜëùôùí óôñáôéùôþí.
<ÁéóèÜíèçêá ôç âáèéÜ åõãíùìïóýíç óôï
Èåü ðïõ åðÝôñåøå ôá áäýíáôá íá ãßíïõí
äõíáôÜ>.

Ç áðïóôïëÞ ôùí èñçóêåõôéêþí
åêðñïóþðùí êáé ïé áé÷ìÜëùôïé óôñáôéþ-
ôåò êáôåõèýíèçêáí óôá óýíïñá ìå ôçí
Êñïáôßá êé� áðü êåé ôáîßäåøáí áåñïðï-
ñéêþò óôçí Ãåñìáíßá êáé ôçí åðüìåíç
ðßóù óôéò ÇÐÁ ìå óôñáôéùôéêü áåñï-
óêÜöïò.

ÌåôÜ ôçí ÜöéîÞ ôïõò óôçí ÏõÜóéã-
êôïí óõíáíôÞèçêáí ìå ôïí ðñüåäñï
Êëßíôïí, óôïí ïðïßï ï Áéäåóéìüôáôïò ÔæÝóé
ÔæÜêóïí åðÝäùóå åðéóôïëÞ ôïõ Ãéïõãêï-
óëÜâïõ ðñïÝäñïõ. ÊáôÜ ôç óõíÜíôçóÞ
ôïõò, ç áðïóôïëÞ ôüíéóå ôçí áíÜãêç
áíôáðüêñéóçò ôïõ ÍÁÔÏ êáé ôùí ÇíùìÝ-
íùí Ðïëéôåéþí óôçí ÷åéñïíïìßá êáëÞò
èåëÞóåùò ôïõ Âåëéãñáäßïõ þóôå ãñÞãïñá
íá ïäçãçèïýìå óôçí åðéêñÜôçóç ôçò
åéñÞíçò.

ôï ìÝëëïí ôçò Åêêëçóßáò êáé óôç ìåãÜëç
ðñüïäï ðïõ óçìåéþèçêå óôï ÷þñï ôùí
Åðéêïéíùíéþí ôçò Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò (åêäü-
óåéò, ÉíôåñíÝô, åíçìåñùôéêÝò õðçñåóßåò).

Óôï êáõôü èÝìá ôùí ìåéêôþí èñç-
óêåõôéêþí ãÜìùí áíáöÝñèçêå êáé ðÜëé ï
Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò êáé åíçìÝñùóå ôï Äéïéêç-
ôéêü Óõìâïýëéï ôçò <Çãåóßáò ôùí 100>

ÅðéôáãÞ 50 ÷éë. äïëáñßùí áíèñùðéóôéêÞò âïÞèåéáò, ðáñÝäùóå ï Èåïö. Åðßóêïðïò ÎÜíèïõ
ê. ÄçìÞôñéïò åê ìÝñïõò ôçò É. Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò óôïí Ìáêáñéüôáôï ÐáôñéÜñ÷ç ôùí ÓÝñâùí
ê. Ðáýëï êáôÜ ôçí åðßóêåøç ôçò åéñçíåõôéêÞò áðïóôïëÞò óôï ÂåëéãñÜäé.

öùô. Äçì. ÐáíÜãïò

Ï Óåâ. Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò ÁìåñéêÞò ê. Óðõñßäùí ðáñáêïëïõèåß ìå éêáíïðïßçóç ôéò åñãáóßåò
ôïõ óõíåäñßïõ ôçò <Çãåóßáò ôùí 100>, åíþ óôï âÞìá åßíáé ï ðñüåäñïò ê. Ãåþñãéïò Êüêáëçò.
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ôïõ êáè. Ãåùñãßïõ ÌðåìðÞ

Ï ê. Ãåþñãéïò Ó. ÌðåìðÞò åßíáé êáèçãçôÞò
Ðáôñïëïãßáò,óôçí ÈåïëïãéêÞ Ó÷ïëÞ ôïõ Ôéìßïõ Óôáõñïý,
ôçò É. Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò ÁìåñéêÞò.

ÁÃÉÏÓ ÐÁ×ÙÌÉÏÓ Ï ÌÅÃÁÓ

Ï éåñüò õìíùäüò ôçò Åêêëçóßáò ìáò Ý÷åé ôçí ðéï
åðéôõ÷çìÝíç ðåñéãñáöÞ ãéá ôçí ðÜìöùôç
æùÞ ôïõ ìïíá÷ïý ôçò åñÞìïõ, ôïõ ÌÝãá

Ðá÷þìéïõ. Ôïí áðïêáëåß <óõíüìéëï> äçëáäÞ, ïéêåßï êáé
ößëï êáé óõíåñãÜôç ôùí áããÝëùí. ÐñÜãìáôé ï Üãéïò
Ðá÷þìéïò ìå ôïí ðáíÜãéï ôñüðï ôçò æùÞò ôïõ ôçí
öùôéóìÝíç áöïóßùóç ôïõ óôïí ìïíá÷éóìü, áíáäåß÷ôçêå,
üðùò ðÜëé ëÝåé ï éåñüò õìíùäüò Ýíáò êñßíïò ðïõ
åõùäéÜæåé áðü áñåôÞ. Áíáäåß÷ôçêå <áãåëÜñ÷çò>,
áñ÷çãüò äçëáäÞ ÷éëéÜäùí ìïíá÷þí ôïõò ïðïßïõò
ïäÞãçóå ðñïò ôçí åðïõñÜíéá ìÜíäñá ôïõ Éçóïý ×ñéóôïý.

ÁëëÜ ðïéïò ðñÜãìáôé õðÞñîå ï ìïíá÷üò Ðá÷þ-
ìéïò; ÕðÜñ÷ïõí ôïõëÜ÷éóôïí Ýîé <âßïé> Ýîé âéïãñáößåò
óôá ÅëëçíéêÜ, ÊïðôéêÜ, ÓõñéáêÜ êáé Üëëåò ÁéãõðôéáêÝò
äéáëÝêôïõò. Ïé åñåõíçôÝò äåí óõìöùíïýí ðïéü åßíáé
ôï ðñùôüôõðï êåßìåíï, áí êáé ðñïöáíþò ôüóï ôï
Åëëçíéêü êåßìåíï, üóï êáé ôï Êïðôéêü èåùñïýíôáé áðü
ôá ðëÝïí áñ÷áéüôåñá êåßìåíá. ÂÝâáéá ç ôáðåéíï-
öñïóýíç ôïõ Üãéïõ Ðá÷þìéïõ, áëëÜ êáé ç áíôßëçøç
ôùí ðíåõìáôéêþí ôïõ ôÝêíùí, üôé äåí åß÷å Ýñèåé ï
êáôÜëëçëïò êáéñüò (Ðñþôïò Åëëçí. Âßïò ê.98) äåí
åðÝôñåøáí ôçí óõããñáöÞ ôïõ âßïõ ôïõ áãßïõ
Ðá÷ùìßïõ íùñßôåñá. Ç åîáßñåôç öõóéïãíùìßá, ç
áãéüôçôá ôïõ, ôï ïñãáíùôéêü ôïõ ðíåýìá êáé ç ßäñõóç
Ýíôåêá ìïíáóôçñéþí, åííÝá áíôñéêþí êáé äýï ãõíáé-
êåßùí, ðñïóÝëêõóáí ôïí èáõìáóìü êáé ôçí åõãíùìï-
óýíç ôçò Åêêëçóßáò.

¸ôóé ìåôÜ ôïí èÜíáôü ôïõ ãñÜöôçêáí, óéãÜ óéãÜ
üëïé áõôïß ïé âßïé ôïõ, ðïõ êõêëïöüñçóáí óôéò
ïìéëïýìåíåò ãëþóóåò ôçò åðï÷Þò, ãéá íá äåé÷èåß ðüóï
ï ëáüò ôïõ Èåïý åß÷å åêôéìÞóåé ìÝóá óôçí êáñäéÜ ôïõ
ôï óùôçñéþäåò Ýñãï ôïõ ìåãÜëïõ Áéãýðôéïõ áõôïý
ìïíá÷ïý.

Á ðü ôçí ìåëÝôç ôùí äéáöüñùí ðáñáëëáãþí
ôùí äéáöüñùí âéïãñáöéþí ôïõ, åîÜãïõìå
ôï óõìðÝñáóìá, üôé ï Üãéïò Ðá÷þìéïò

ãåííÞèçêå áðü åèíéêïýò ãïíåßò, óå ìéêñü ÷ùñéü êïíôÜ
óôçí ðüëç ÈçâáÀäá óôçí áñéóôåñÞ ü÷èç ôïõ ðïôáìïý
Íåßëïõ, ôï Ýôïò 293. Óå çëéêßá åßêïóé åôþí õðçñÝôçóå
óôïí åèíéêü óôñáôü ôïõ áõôïêñÜôïñá Ìáîéìßíïõ êáé
üôáí âñÝèçêå óôç öõëáêÞ äÝ÷èçêå ôçí áãÜðç êáé ôéò
ðåñéðïéÞóåéò ôçò ÷ñéóôéáíéêÞò êïéíüôçôáò ôçò ðåñéï÷Þò
ôïõ. ÓõãêéíÞèçêå âáèýôáôá áðü ôçí ãíÞóéá êáé Üäïëç
áãÜðç ôùí ÷ñéóôéáíþí, âáðôßóèçêå êáé óýíôïìá
áóðÜóôçêå ôïí ìïíá÷éêü âßï ìáèçôåýïíôáò êïíôÜ óå
Ýíáí ãÝñïíôá ôïí ìïíá÷ü ÐáëÜìùíá. ÌåôÜ áðü
äåêáåôÞ ðíåõìáôéêÞ ìáèçôåßá áéóèÜíèçêå üôé ç êïéíÞ
óõìâßùóç ìïíá÷þí èá åß÷å ìåãÜëç áíôáðüêñéóç óôïí
åõëáâÞ ëáü ôçò Áéãýðôïõ. ÄéÜëåîå ìéá ðåñéï÷Þ óôçí
äåîéÜ ü÷èç ôïõ Íåßëïõ, ôçí ëåãüìåíç Ôáâåííßóéäá Þ
ÔáâÝííçóç. Åêåß ßäñõóå ôçí ðñþôç ôïõ ëåãüìåíç
<Êïéíùíßá> Þ Êïéíüâéï, äçëáäÞ ìïíÞ óôçí ïðïßá æïýóáí
ðïëëïß ìïíá÷ïß. Ç åðéôõ÷ßá Þôáí ôåñÜóôéá êáé ïé
áñ÷áßåò ðçãÝò áíáöÝñïõí üôé ï áñéèìüò ôùí ìïíá÷þí
Ýöèáóå Ýùò ðÝíôå ÷éëéÜäåò. ¸ëëçíåò, Êüðôåò, Óýñéïé

êáé ìïíá÷ïß ôçò Äýóçò êáôÝöèáíáí óôçí Áßãõðôï ãéá
íá áóêçèïýí óôçí áõèüñìçôç áëëÜ êáé êïðéþäç âéùôÞ
ôçò ìïíáóôéêÞò ðïëéôåßáò. Áíáíôßëåêôá ç Ýííïéá êáé ç
åöáñìïãÞ ôçò <Êïéíùíßáò> êáé ôïõ Êïéíïâéáêïý âßïõ
áðïôåëïýí Ýîï÷ç ðñïóöïñÜ ôïõ Üãéïõ Ðá÷þìéïõ
óôçí ðíåõìáôéêÞ, èõóéáóôéêÞ êáé öéëáíèñùðéêÞ æùÞ
ôçò Åêêëçóßáò.

Áí êáé ï Üãéïò Ðá÷þìéïò äåí Þôáí ìïñöùìÝíïò,
êáôÜ ôçí êïóìéêÞ Ýííïéá ôïõ üñïõ, åí ôïýôïéò
áðáéôïýóå áðü ôïõ ìïíá÷ïýò ôïõ, ùò áðáñáßôçôï
ðñïóüí ãéá ôçí åéóäï÷Þ óôçí <Êïéíùíßá> ôïõ, ôçí
áíÜãíùóç êáé ôçí ãñáöÞ. ̧ ôóé ìå ôçí óðïõäáßá áõôÞ
êáëëéÝñãåéá êáé ìå ôçí óõíåôÞ äéäáóêáëßá ôïõ Üãéïõ
Ðá÷þìéïõ, ôïõ Üãéïõ Áíôþíéïõ êáé ôïõ Üãéïõ
ÁèáíÜóéïõ (ï ïðïßïò åðéóêÝöèçêå ôá ìïíáóôÞñéá ôïõ
Üãéïõ Ðá÷þìéïõ) ïé áéñÝóåéò ôïõ ÙñéãÝíïõò êáé ôïõ
Áñåßïõ äåí âñÞêáí åêåß ðñïóïäïöüñï Ýäáöïò.

Â Ýâáéá ç ðíåõìáôéêÞ êáé åêêëçóéáóôéêÞ
êáôÜóôáóç äåí Þôáí ðÜíôïôå åéñçíéêÞ,
Þñåìç êáé åðïéêïäïìçôéêÞ. Óôéò ðåñßöçìåò

<Êáôç÷Þóåéò ðñïò ìíçóßêáêïí ìïíá÷üí> ï Üãéïò
Ðá÷þìéïò ðåñéãñÜöåé ôçí êáôÜóôáóç áõôÞ ìå ìåëáíÜ
÷ñþìáôá. Ðáñáðïíåßôáé, üôé ïé åêêëçóßåò åßíáé ãåìÜôåò
áðü öéëüíéêïõò êáé ïñãßëïõò áíèñþðïõò êáé ïé
ìïíáóôéêÝò êïéíüôçôåò Ýãéíáí öéëüäïîåò ãåìÜôåò áðü
õðåñçöÜíåéá, óêëçñïêáñäßá êáé Ýëëåéøç áãÜðçò.
(êåö. 60). Ãé� áõôü ï Üãéïò Ðá÷þìéïò ðñïåôïßìáóå óéãÜ-
óéãÜ ôïí ëåãüìåíï <Ðá÷þìéïí Êáíüíá>, èåìåëéþíïíôáò
Ýôóé ìéá ðåéèáñ÷çìÝíç êïéíïâéáêÞ æùÞ. ÊÜèå êïéíüâéï
áðïôåëïýóå êëåéóôÞ <ìÜíäñá>, ßóùò ãé� áõôü ï Üãéïò
Ðá÷þìéïò ðÞñå êáé ôïí ôéìçôéêü ôßôëï ôïõ áñ÷éìáí-
äñßôç. Ïé ìïíá÷ïß êïéíùíïýóáí êÜèå ÓÜââáôï êáé
ÊõñéáêÞ êáé ðñïóåý÷ïíôáí óå êïéíÞ ðñïóåõ÷Þ êÜèå
ðñùß êáé âñÜäõ. Ôá ðÜíôá Þôáí êïéíÜ êáé ç ðñïóùðéêÞ
ç áêôçìïóýíç Þôáí õðï÷ñåùôéêÞ. Õðï÷ñåùôéêÞ êáé
êïéíÞ Þôáí ãéá üëïõò ôïõò ìïíá÷ïýò ç åñãáóßá.
Êáëëéãñáößá êáé áíôéãñáöÞ, ñáðôéêÞ êáé îõëïõñãéêÞ,
ôï ðëÝîéìï äéÜöïñùí ôýðùí êáëáèéþí êáé Üëëåò
÷åéñùíáêôéêÝò åñãáóßåò áðïôåëïýóáí ôéò êáèçìåñéíÝò
åíáó÷ïëÞóåéò ôùí ìïíá÷þí. ÐÜíù áðü üëá ôï
öùôåéíü ðáñÜäåéãìá ôïõ Üãéïõ Ðá÷þìéïõ êáèïäç-
ãïýóå ôïõò ìïíá÷ïýò. Óõíå÷þò ðñïóåõ÷üôáí êáé
äßäáóêå, áãñõðíïýóå, íÞóôåõå, õðçñåôïýóå êáé
åîõðçñåôïýóå ï ßäéïò õãéåßò êáé áóèåíåßò ìïíá÷ïýò êáé
ãåíéêÜ áðïôåëïýóå ï ßäéïò Ýìðíåõóç áãùíéóôéêïý
ðíåýìáôïò, ôáðåßíùóçò, åñãáôéêüôçôáò êáé êáèáñÞò
êáñäéÜò êáé áãíüôçôáò.

Ï Üãéïò Ðá÷þìéïò åêïéìÞèç ôïí ÌÜéï ôïõ 346
áöïý õðÝöåñå áðü ôçí ôñïìåñÞ áóèÝíåéá ôçò åðï÷Þò
ôïõ, ôçí ðáíþëç. Ç Ïñèüäïîç Åêêëçóßá ôéìÜ ôçí Üãéá
ìíÞìç ôïõ óôéò 15 ÌáÀïõ. Ôï ÓõíáîÜñéï ôçò Åêêëçóßáò
ìáò ôïí áðïêáëåß <èåßïí Üíäñá> êáé ï éåñüò õìíùäüò
ôïí áðïêáëåß <êåêáèáñìÝíïí>, êáé öùôéóìÝíï.

Ä åêáåííÝá çìåñÞóéá åëëçíïáìåñéêáíéêÜ
ó÷ïëåßá ëåéôïõñãïýí óÞìåñá õðü ôçí áéãßäá
ôçò ÉåñÜò Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò êáé ôïõ Ãñáöåßïõ

ÅëëçíéêÞò Ðáéäåßáò êáé Ðïëéôéóìïý óå áíôßóôïé÷åò êïéíüôçôåò.
Ôïí ðåñáóìÝíï ÖåâñïõÜñéï ï Ïñèüäïîïò Ðáñáôç-

ñçôÞò Ýêáíå ìéá óýíôïìç ðáñïõóßáóç ôùí ó÷ïëåßùí ðïõ
ëåéôïõñãïýí óôçí ÌçôñïðïëéôéêÞ ðåñéï÷Þ ôçò ÍÝáò
Õüñêçò, êáé óõíå÷ßæïõìå óôï ôåý÷ïò áõôü ôçí ðáñïõ-
óßáóç ôùí õðüëïéðùí çìåñÞóéùí ó÷ïëåßùí ìáò.

Åßíáé ôá öõôþñéá êáé ç åëðßäá ôçò Åëëçíïáìåñé-
êáíéêÞò ìáò êïéíüôçôáò ãéá ôï ìÝëëïí.

Ôá ó÷ïëåßá ìáò óå óõíäõáóìü ìå ôçí ðñïóöïñÜ
åìðåñéóôáôùìÝíùí åêðáéäåõôéêþí ðñïãñáììÜôùí êáé
ðëÞñïõò áíáãíùñéóìÝíïõ ðñïãñÜììáôïò óôá áããëéêÜ,
ðáñÝ÷ïõí óôç íÝá ãåíéÜ Åëëçíïñèüäïîï ðåñéâÜëëïí,
äéäáóêáëßá ôçò åëëçíéêÞò ãëþóóáò, éóôïñßáò êáé
èñçóêåõôéêÞò ðáéäåßáò.

Ç óçìåñéíÞ áíáöïñÜ óôá ó÷ïëåßá ðïõ áêïëïõèïýí
åßíáé ìÜëëïí åðéãñáììáôéêÞ êáé áðïôåëåß ôï ðñþôï âÞìá
ìéáò ìåëëïíôéêÞò ðïëýðëåõñçò êáé ïëïêëçñùìÝíçò
ðáñïõóßáóçò ôïõ êÜèå ó÷ïëåßïõ ÷ùñéóôÜ. ºóùò ìéá
ôÝôïéá ðñïóðÜèåéá áðïôåëÝóåé Ýíáõóìá êáé Ýìðíåõóç
ãéá üëïõò ìáò ãéá ôçí õðïóôÞñéîç ôïõò, ôçí ðñüïäü ôïõò
êáé åëðßæïõìå ôïí ãñÞãïñï ðïëëáðëáóéáóìü ôïõò.

Óôï ðëáßóéï áõôü êáëïýìå êÜèå ó÷ïëåßï, áðü áõôÜ
ðïõ áêïëïõèïýí Þ ðïõ ðñïçãÞèçêáí, íá Ýñèïõí óå
åðáöÞ áð� åõèåßáò ìå ôïí Ïñèüäïîï ÐáñáôçñçôÞ ãéá
ôçí ðñïåñãáóßá ðïõ áðáéôåß ìéá ôÝôïéá ðáñïõóßáóç.

� ÇìåñÞóéï ó÷ïëåßï ÊïñáÞò óôï Pallos Hills ôïõ
Illinois. Äéåõèýíôñéá ôïõ ó÷ïëåßïõ åßíáé ç êõñßá Betty
Kourasis. Ôï ó÷ïëåßï éäñýèçêå ôï 1910. Ëåéôïõñãåß
íçðéáãùãåßï ìÝ÷ñé êáé ôçí 8ç ôÜîç. ¸÷åé 230 ìáèçôÝò
êáé ìáèÞôñéåò êáé 17 äáóêÜëïõò êáé äáóêÜëåò. Ï
ðñïûðïëïãéóìüò ôïõ ó÷ïëåßïõ áíÝñ÷åôáé óå 650.000
äïëÜñéá åôçóßùò. Ç äéäáóêáëßá ôùí åëëçíéêþí Ý÷åé Ýùò
ôþñá áðïäþóåé ðïëý êáëÜ áðïôåëÝóìáôá. Ìå éäéáßôåñç
ðåñçöÜíéá ôï ó÷ïëåßï äéïñãáíþíåé ðïëéôéóôéêÝò
åêäçëþóåéò ãéá üëåò ôéò åèíéêÝò êáé èñçóêåõôéêÝò ãéïñôÝò.

� ÇìåñÞóéï ó÷ïëåßï ÓùêñÜôçò óôï Chicago ôïõ
Illinois. Ôï ó÷ïëåßï áõôü éäñýèçêå ôï 1907. Áñ÷ßæåé áðü
ôï íçðéáãùãåßï êáé ôåëåéþíåé óôçí 8ç ôÜîç. ÄéåõèõíôÞò
ôïõ åßíáé ï ê. William Smith. ¸÷åé 135 ìáèçôÝò êáé
ìáèÞôñéåò êáé 13 äáóêÜëïõò êáé äáóêÜëåò. Ï ðñïûðïëï-
ãéóìüò ôïõ ó÷ïëåßïõ åßíáé 518.000 äïëÜñéá ôï ÷ñüíï.

� Áêáäçìßá ÐëÜôùí óôï Justice ôïõ Illinois. Éäñýèçêå
ôï 1952. Ëåéôïõñãïýí ôÜîåéò áðü ðñïíçðéáãùãåßï ìÝ÷ñé
ôçí 8ç ôÜîç. Äéåõèýíôñéá åßíáé ç Äñ. Áéêáôåñßíç
Áíôùíïðïýëïõ. ¸÷åé 32 ìáèçôÝò êáé 4 äáóêÜëåò. Ç ìßá
áð� áõôÝò äéäÜóêåé ÅëëçíéêÜ.

Ôï ó÷ïëåßï öéëïîåíåßôáé åðß ôïõ ðáñüíôïò óôçí
Êïéíüôçôá ôïõ Ôéìßïõ Óôáõñïý, óôï Justice, Illinois. Ï
ðáôÞñ ÉùÜííçò Êáëüìáëëïò Ý÷åé äåßîåé éäéáßôåñï
åíäéáöÝñïí êáé áãÜðç ãéá ôï ó÷ïëåßï áõôü.

� ÇìåñÞóéï ó÷ïëåßï Áãßïõ ÍéêïëÜïõ óôï Northridge
ôçò California. Óôï ó÷ïëåßï ëåéôïõñãïýí áðü ðñïíç-
ðéáãùãåßï ìÝ÷ñé ôçí 8ç ôÜîç. Éäñýèçêå ôï 1977.
Äéåõèýíôñéá ôïõ ó÷ïëåßïõ åßíáé ç êõñßá Janice Mattner.
¸÷åé 360 ìáèçôÝò êáé ìáèÞôñéåò. Åî áõôþí 50% åßíáé áðü
áìåñéêáíéêÝò ïéêïãÝíåéåò êáé 50% áðü Åëëçíïñèüäïîåò.
¸÷åé 30 äáóêÜëïõò êáé äáóêÜëåò. Ôï ó÷ïëåßï ðáñïõóéÜæåé
ïéêïíïìéêÞ áõôÜñêåéá.

� Ïñèüäïîï Ó÷ïëåßï Åõáããåëéóìïý óôï Houston ôïõ
Texas. Ôï ó÷ïëåßï éäñýèçêå ôï 1970. ÄéåõèõíôÞò åßíáé ï
ê. Mark Kelly.  Ôï Ó÷ïëåßï Ý÷åé 623 ìáèçôÝò êáé ìáèÞôñéåò.
Óôï ó÷ïëåßï áõôü öïéôåß ìåãÜëïò áñéèìüò ìáèçôþí ðïõ
äåí åßíáé Åëëçíïñèüäïîçò êáôáãùãÞò.

Ôá äßäáêôñá ôïõ ó÷ïëåßïõ åßíáé 6 Ýùò 8 ÷éë. äïëÜñéá
åôçóßùò. Ôï ó÷ïëåßï Ý÷åé 75 äáóêÜëïõò êáé äáóêÜëåò. Ôá
ÅëëçíéêÜ äéäÜóêïíôáé ó� üëåò ôéò ôÜîåéò.

� ÇìåñÞóéï ó÷ïëåßï Áãßïõ ÉùÜííïõ óôçí Tampa ôçò
Florida. Éäñýèçêå ôï 1967. ¸÷åé Íçðéáãùãåßï ìÝ÷ñé êáé
ôçí 8ç ôÜîç. ÄéåõèõíôÞò åßíáé ï ê. James J. Larkin. ¸÷åé
191 ìáèçôÝò êáé ìáèÞôñéåò êáé 18 äáóêÜëïõò êáé
äáóêÜëåò. Ï ðñïûðïëïãéóìüò ôïõ Ó÷ïëåßïõ åßíáé 885.000
äïëÜñéá åôçóßùò. Ç ìåãÜëç ðëåéïøçößá ôùí ìáèçôþí
åßíáé áðü áìåñéêáíéêÝò ïéêïãÝíåéåò. Ôï ó÷ïëåßï ìåëåôÜ
êáôÜëëçëï åêðáéäåõôéêü ðñüãñáììá äéäáóêáëßáò ôùí
Åëëçíéêþí ùò äåýôåñç ãëþóóá.

� ÇìåñÞóéï ó÷ïëåßï Áãßáò ÔñéÜäïò óôï Lowell ôçò
Massachusetts. Ôï Ó÷ïëåßï éäñýèçêå ôï 1909. Åßíáé Ýíá áðü
ôá áñ÷áéüôåñá ó÷ïëåßá ôçò ÉåñÜò Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò.
ÄéåõèõíôÞò ôïõ Ó÷ïëåßïõ åßíáé ï Äñ. James Demos. Ôï
Ó÷ïëåßï Ý÷åé Íçðéáãùãåßï ìÝ÷ñé êáé 6ç ôÜîç. ÄéáèÝôåé 8
äáóêÜëïõò êáé äáóêÜëåò, äýï åî áõôþí äéäÜóêïõí ÅëëçíéêÜ.

� ÅëëçíïáìåñéêáíéêÞ Áêáäçìßá óôï Potomac ôïõ
Maryland. Éäñýèçêå ôï 1988. Åßíáé ó÷ïëåßï ðïõ ðåñéëáì-
âÜíåé ðñïíçðéáãùãåßï ìÝ÷ñé 6ç ôÜîç. Äéåõèýíôñéá ôïõ
Ó÷ïëåßïõ åßíáé ç Dr. Elaine Lailas. ¸÷åé 93 ìáèçôÝò êáé
ìáèÞôñéåò. ÄéáèÝôåé 17 äáóêÜëïõò, åê ôùí ïðïßùí
ôÝóóåñåéò äéäÜóêïõí ÅëëçíéêÜ ãéá ìéá ìå äýï äéäáêôéêÝò
ðåñéüäïõò êáèçìåñéíÜ.

ÅëëçíïáìåñéêáíéêÜ Ó÷ïëåßá
ÌÝñïò Â´

Ç êá ËáìðñéíÞ Óôáýñïõ, äáóêÜëá óôï Åëëçíéêü ó÷ïëåßï ôïõ Áãßïõ Óðõñßäùíá, óôï Palos Heights ôïõ Éëëéíüú, ôçí þñá
äéäáóêáëßáò ôùí Åëëçíéêþí óå ìáèçôÝò êáé ìáèÞôñéåò ôçò 5çò êáé 6çò ôÜîçò.                (öùô. Áñ÷åßïõ)
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ÅÉÄÉÊÅÓ ÐÑÏÓÖÏÑÅÓ
ÔÇÓ ÏËÕÌÐÉÁÊÇÓ

�ÁãïñÜæïíôáò ôþñá êáé ìÝ÷ñé ôçí 20 Áðñéëßïõ ôá åéóéôÞñéÜ óáò, ìðïñåßôå íá êÜíåôå
ôéò äéáêïðÝò óáò ôçí Üíïéîç êáé ôï êáëïêáßñé óôçí ðáôñßäá, Üíåôá êáé öèçíÜ,
êåñäßæïíôáò åêáôïíôÜäåò äïëÜñéá áðü ôéò éó÷ýïõóåò ôéìÝò.
�ÁãïñÜæïíôáò ôþñá ôá åéóéôÞñéÜ óáò áðïöåýãåôå ïðïéáäÞðïôå áýîçóç ôéìþí ãßíåé
áñãüôåñá.
�ÄéáëÝãåôå êáé åîáóöáëßæåôå áðü ôþñá ôéò çìåñïìçíßåò ðïõ óáò ôáéñéÜæïõí.
�Áêüìç Ýêðôùóç $200 äïëáñßùí áðü ôéò ðáñáðÜíù ôéìÝò ãéá ðáéäéÜ ìÝ÷ñé 12 åôþí.
�Áðü ÍÅÁ ÕÏÑÊÇ Þ ÂÏÓÔÙÍÇ ãéá ÁÈÇÍÁ Þ ÈÅÓÓÁËÏÍÉÊÇ

Ãéá ôáîßäé ðïõ áñ÷ßæåé:
1 ÁÐÑÉËÉÏÕ Ýùò 10 ÉÏÕÍÉÏÕ êáé 1 ÓÅÐÔÅÌÂÑÉÏÕ Ýùò 31 ÏÊÔÙÂÑÉÏÕ........ .$768

Ãéá ôáîßäé ðïõ áñ÷ßæåé:
1 ÉÏÕÍÉÏÕ Ýùò 31 ÁÕÃÏÕÓÔÏÕ....................................................$878
� Áðü ÍÅÁ ÕÏÑÊÇ Þ ÂÏÓÔÙÍÇ ãéá ËÁÑÍÁÊÁ

Ãéá ôáîßäé ðïõ áñ÷ßæåé:
1 ÁÐÑÉËÉÏÕ Ýùò 10 ÉÏÕÍÉÏÕ êáé 1 ÓÅÐÔÅÌÂÑÉÏÕ Ýùò 31 ÏÊÔÙÂÑÉÏÕ. . .$818
Ã éá ôáîßäé ðïõ áñ÷ßæåé:
1 ÉÏÕÍÉÏÕ Ýùò 31 ÁÕÃÏÕÓÔÏÕ.....................................................$978
� Éó÷ýïõí ðåñéïñéóìïß. Ïé èÝóåéò åßíáé ðåñéïñéóìÝíåò.
� Ãéá åðéóôñïöÞ 15 ÁÕÃÏÕÓÔÏÕ - 15 ÓÅÐÔÅÌÂÑÉÏÕ åðß ðëÝïí ìüíï..........$100

Ç  Ä É Ê Ç  Ó Á Ó  Á Å Ñ Ï Ð Ï Ñ É Ê Ç  Å Ô Á É Ñ Å É Á

ãéÜ ÅËËÁÄÁ
ÊÁÉ ÊÕÐÑÏ

Áíïéîç êáé
Êáëïêáßñé

NEW YORK/BOSTON-ATHENS
Ìåô�åðéóôñïöÞò

ÁÐÏ

NEW YORK/BOSTON-LARNACA
Ìåô�åðéóôñïöÞò

ÁÐÏ

 $  $818768

Áðïôáèåßôå ôþñá óôïí ôáîéäéùôéêü óáò ðñÜêôïñá
Þ óôçí ÏëõìðéáêÞ Áåñïðïñßá. . .êáé êåñäßóôå!

Ãéá ôçí áðïêáôÜóôáóç ôùí áäéêéþí
ðïõ Ýãéíáí êáôÜ ôï ðáñåëèüí êáé ðïõ
óõíå÷ßæïíôáé óå âÜñïò ôùí ðåñéïõóéáêþí
óôïé÷åßùí ôïõ Ðáôñéáñ÷åßïõ êáé ãåíéêü-
ôåñá ôçò ÏìïãÝíåéáò ìáò óôçí Êùíóôá-
íôéíïýðïëç áðü ôéò ÔïõñêéêÝò Áñ÷Ýò,
åõ÷Þèçêå ï Ïéêïõìåíéêüò ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò
Âáñèïëïìáßïò óôï Íïóïêïìåßï-Ãçñï-
êïìåßï ÂáëïõêëÞ, ôçò ÏìïãÝíåéáò.

êõâÝñíçóéò. Æþìåí åéò ìßáí äçìïêñáôéêÞí
÷þñá êáé êáôÜ óõíÝðåéá äåí íïÞôáé, åÜí
èÝëïõìåí íá åßíáé üíôùò äçìïêñáôéêÞ
÷þñá, äåí íïÞôáé íá ãßíåôáé äéÜêñéóç åéò
âÜñïò ìåéïíïôÞôùí. Äåí íïÞôáé íá õðÜñ-
÷ïõí äéáêñßóåéò ìåôáîý ìïõóïõëìÜíùí êáé
ìç ìïõóïõëìÜíùí ìåôáîý Ôïýñêùí êáé
Ñùìéþí êáé Áñìåíßùí êáé Åâñáßùí êáé
ïýôù êáè� åîÞò. ÊáôÜ ôï óýíôáãìá
õðÜñ÷åé, éóïíïìßá êáé éóïðïëéôåßá áõôü
åßíáé äéêáßùìÜ ìáò íá ôï äéåêäéêþìåí êáé
åëðßæïìåí êáé áíáìÝíïìåí êáôáíüçóç êáé
óõìðáñÜóôáóç êáé âïÞèåéá áðü ôáò åö�
õìÜò ôåôáãìÝíáò áñ÷Üò>.

Ôçò åðßóêåøçò óôï Íïóïêïìåßï
ÂáëïõêëÞ, üðïõ ï ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò åß÷å ôçí
åõêáéñßá íá óõíáíôÞóåé ôïõò ãåñïêïìïý-
ìåíïõò êáé íá ôóïõãêñßóåé ìáæß ôïõò ôï
ðáó÷áëéíü áõãü, ðñïçãÞèçêå Èåßá
Ëåéôïõñãßá óôç ÌïíÞ Æùïäü÷ïõ ÐçãÞò
ÂáëïõêëÞ óôç ïðïßá ï ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò
ðñïåîÞñ÷å êáé Ýëáâáí ìÝñïò ÉåñÜñ÷åò ôïõ
Ïéêïõìåíéêïý Èñüíïõ. Óôï ôÝëïò ôÝëåóå
ôñéóÜãéï óôïõò ôÜöïõò ôùí Ðáôñéáñ÷þí
êáé óôçí ïìéëßá ôïõ êáôÜ ôçí äåîßùóç ðïõ
ðáñáôÝèçêå óôç ÌïíÞ, ï ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò
Âáñèïëïìáßïò áíáöåñüìåíïò óôç Æùïäü-
÷ï ÐçãÞ êáé óôç ôÝëåéá áãÜðç, ôïíßæïíôáò
üôé: <ç ôåëåßá áãÜðç åßíáé ç áãêÜëç ôïõ
Èåïý, ç ïðïßá ìáò ÷ùñåß üëïõò êáé ìáò
óõíáäåëöþíåé üëïõò, ÓÝñâïõò êáé Êïóï-
âÜñïõò, ¸ëëçíáò êáé Ôïýñêïõò, Áìåñéêá-
íïýò êáé Éñáêéíïýò, Éóñáçëßôáò êáé ¢ñá-
âáò, Éíäïýò êáé Ðáêéóôáíïýò, áíåîáñ-
ôÞôùò öõëÞò êáé ãëþóóçò êáé Üëëùí
äéáêñßóåùí>.

Ôïí Óåâ. Áñ÷éåðßóêïðï ÁìåñéêÞò
åðéóêÝöèçêáí óôéò  4 ÌáÀïõ åêðñüóùðïé
ôçò Ðáí-ÐïíôéáêÞò Ïìïóðïíäßáò Áìåñé-
êÞò êáé ôçò ÐáíåëëÞíéáò Ïìïóðïíäßáò
Åëëçíéêþí Óùìáôåßùí.

ÊáôÜ ôç äéÜñêåéá ôçò óõíÜíôçóçò ïé
êê. Èåüäùñïò ÊáôóáíÝâáò, âïõëåõôÞò,
ÓôÝöáíïò Ôáíéìáíßäçò, ðñüåäñïò ôçò
Ðáãêüóìéáò ÏñãÜíùóçò Ðïíôéáêéïý
Åëëçíéóìïý êáé ÐÜíïò Óôáõñéáíßäçò,
ðñüåäñïò ôçò Ðáãêüóìéáò ÅðéôñïðÞò
Áíáãíþñéóçò ôçò Ãåíïêôïíßáò ôùí Ðï-
íôßùí, åíçìÝñùóáí ôïí Óåâ. Áñ÷éåðßóêïðï
ê. Óðõñßäùíá ãéá ôá øçößóìáôá ôïõ
ðñüóöáôïõ Óõíåäñßïõ ôùí Ðïíôéáêþí
Ïìïóðïíäéþí ðïõ ðñáãìáôïðïéÞèçêå
óôç Âïóôþíç áðü 30 Áðñéëßïõ ìÝ÷ñé 2
ÌáÀïõ.

ÓõãêåêñéìÝíá ïé åêðñüóùðïé ôùí
Ðïíôéáêþí Ïñãáíþóåùí áíáöÝñèçêáí
óôçí åðéôõ÷Þ ðñïóðÜèåéá äçìéïõñãßáò

ìéáò åíéáßáò êáé óõíôïíéóìÝíçò Ýêöñáóçò
ôïõ Ðïíôéáêïý Åëëçíéóìïý, óôï Ýñãï ðïõ
åðéôåëåßôáé ãéá ôç äéáôÞñçóç ôçò ðïíôéá-
êÞò ðïëéôéóôéêÞò êëçñïíïìéÜò, óôá ðñïâ-
ëÞìáôá êáé ôï ìÝëëïí ôïõ Ðïíôéáêïý
Åëëçíéóìïý óôçí ðñþçí ÓïâéåôéêÞ ̧ íùóç,
êáèþò åðßóçò êáé óôï ó÷Ýäéï åãÝñóåùò
ìíçìåßùí óå ìåãÜëåò ðüëåéò êáé ðñùôåý-
ïõóåò ôïõ êüóìïõ, óå ó÷Ýóç ìå ôç Ãåíï-
êôïíßá ôùí Ðïíôßùí.

ÌåôÜ ôç óõíÜíôçóç ï Ðñüåäñïò ôçò
Ðáãêüóìéáò ÅðéôñïðÞò Áíáãíþñéóçò ôçò
Ãåíïêôïíßáò ôùí Ðïíôßùí ê. Óôáõñéáíßäçò
äÞëùóå, üôé: <ÁõôÞ ç óõíÜíôçóç Þôáí
åðïéêïäïìçôéêÞ. Ï Óåâáóìéüôáôïò Ýäåéîå
êáôáíüçóç êáé éäéáßôåñï åíäéáöÝñïí.
ÁíáëáìâÜíïíôáò ôçí Åðßôéìç Ðñïåäñßá ôçò
ÅðéôñïðÞò Ãåíïêôïíßáò ôùí Ðïíôßùí, ï
Óåâ. Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò, ìå ôç ìåãÜëç åìâÝëåéÜ
ôïõ, èá óõìâÜëåé óôçí õðüèåóç ôçò çèéêÞò
äéêáßùóçò ôùí èõìÜôùí ôçò Ãåíïêôïíßáò>.

Óôï éóôïñéêü ðôù-
÷ïêïìåßï Darulaceze ôçò
Ðüëçò ôï ïðïßï éäñýèçêå
ðñïò ôá ôÝëç ôïõ ðåñá-
óìÝíïõ áéþíá áðü ôçí
ÏèùìáíéêÞ Äéïßêçóç,
åß÷áí êôéóèåß óôï ðñï-
áýëéï ôïõ, åêôüò ôïõ
ìïõóïõëìáíéêïý ôåìÝ-
íïõò êáé Ïñèüäïîïò íá-
üò, åâñáúêÞ óõíáãùãÞ
êáé áñìåíéêüò íáüò ãéá ôéò
ëáôñåõôéêÝò áíÜãêåò ôùí
äéáöïñåôéêÞò èñçóêåßáò

Óôçí Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞ ç Ðáí-ÐïíôéáêÞ Ïìïóðïíäßá
Åðßôéìïò ðñüåäñïò ôçò ÅðéôñïðÞò Ãåíïêôïíßáò ôùí Ðïíôßùí ï Óåâ. Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò

Ï ÏÉÊÏÕÌÅÍÉÊÏÓ ÐÁÔÑÉÁÑ×ÇÓ:
<Äéåêäéêïýìå ôá äéêáéþìáôÜ ìáò êáé áíáìÝíïõìå êáôáíüçóç>

Í. Ìáããßíáò

Ôïõ Íéêüëáïõ Ìáããßíá

Óôçí ïìéëßá ôïõ ï ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò, ðïõ
Ýãéíå êáôÜ ôç äéÜñêåéá ôïõ åôçóßïõ
ãåýìáôïò óôï Íïóïêïìåßï, ðáñïõóßá
Éåñáñ÷þí êáé ðáñáãüíôùí ôçò ÏìïãÝ-
íåéáò, ï ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò áíáöåñüìåíïò óôç
äéåêäßêçóç ôùí äéêáéùìÜôùí ôùí Ñùìéþí
ôçò Ðüëçò åßðå ìåôáîý Üëëùí:

<Åõ÷üìåèá üðùò åëÝ÷èç êáôÜ ôçí
ëïãïäïóßáí, ç åðéêåéìÝíç, ç ìåëåôçìÝíç
óõíÜíôçóéò, åêðñïóþðùí ôçò åöïñßáò
ìåôÜ ôçò íÝáò êõâåñíÞóåùò äéÜ ôá
ðñïâëÞìáôá êáé ôá æçôÞìáôá ôïõ íïóïêï-
ìåßïõ ìáò, êáé åõñýôåñïí áñãüôåñïí êáé
äé Üëëá éäñýìáôá ôçò ïìïãÝíåéáò íá
áðïäþóåé êáñðïýò ç óõíÜíôçóç êáé ç
óõíåñãáóßá áõôÞ êáé íá áðïêáôáóôáèïýí
áé ãåíüìåíáé êáôÜ êáéñïýò, êáôÜ ôï
ðáñåëèüí áäéêßáé åéò âÜñïò ôùí ðåñéïõ-
óéáêþí ìáò óôïé÷åßùí êáé åéäéêüôåñïí ôçò
ëåéôïõñãßáò ôùí éäñõìÜôùí ìáò. ¸÷ïìåí
åìðéóôïóýíç åéò ôçí åõèõäéêßáí êáé
åõèõêñéóßáí ôçò õðü ó÷çìáôéóìüí íÝáò
êõâåñíÞóåùò êáé åëðßæïìåí êáé áíáìÝ-
íïìåí ðïëëÜ äéüôé åßíáé äçìïêñáôéêÞ

Ï Ïéêïõìåíéêüò ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò ê. Âáñèïëïìáßïò åðéóêÝöèçêå ôï Ãçñïêïìåßï ÂáëïõêëÞ åõ÷Þèçêå
óôïõò áðüìá÷ïõò Ïìïãåíåßò  ôçò ðüëçò êáé ôóïýãêñéóå ìáæß ôïõò ôï ðáó÷áëéíü áõãü.

ìáíéêïý ôåìÝíïõò, ï âïçèüò ÍïìÜñ÷çò ôçò
Ðüëçò Ata Aksoy üðïõ õðÜãåôáé ôï
ßäñõìá, Üëëïé ðáñÜãïíôåò êáé ðëÞèïò
ïìïãåíþí ìáò.

Ôï ãåãïíüò áðïôåëåß Ýíá äåßãìá
éóïíïìßáò êáé ôçò áäåëöïóýíçò ìåôáîý
ôùí ëáþí, ðïõ ôüóï áíÜãêç Ý÷ïõí ïé
êïéíùíßåò óôçí åðï÷Þò ìáò.

ôñïößìùí ôïõ.
Ï Ïñèüäïîïò íáüò åßíáé áöéåñùìÝíïò

óôïí ¢ãéï Ãåþñãéï êáé êÜèå ÷ñüíï ï
ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò Âáñèïëïìáßïò ÷ïñïóôáôåß
óôïí åóðåñéíü ôçò ðáñáìïíÞò ôçò ìíÞìçò
ôïõ Áãßïõ.

¸ôóé êáé öÝôïò ÷ïñïóôÜôçóå êáé
ðáñÝóôçóáí ï éìÜìçò ôïõ ìïõóïõë-

Óôïí Åóðåñéíü ôïõ Áç-Ãéþñãç

Í. Ìáããßíáò
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ÄÙÑÅÁÍ ØÇÖÉÁÊÏ ÄÏÑÕÖÏÑÉÊÏ ÓÕÓÔÇÌÁ ÊÁÔÏÐÉÍ REBATE
¼ôáí äéáëÝîåôå ôï ðáêÝôï One-Rate plan ãéá Ýíá ÷ñüíï.
Ôï ðáêÝôï áõôü óõìðåñéëáìâÜíåé ôï ðñüãñáììá ôïõ Antenna
Satellite, ôï ðáêÝôï ðñïãñáììáôéóìïý America�s Top 100 CD
êáé 1 ðáêÝôï premium movie ôçò åðéëïãÞò óáò.

1-800-898-2681

ÐÁÊÅÔÏ DISH NETWORK ONE-RATE PLAN*

ÓõìðåñéëáìâÜíåé
1 ðáêÝôï

premium movie
ôçò åðéëïãÞò óáò

ÁÐÏËÁÕÓÔÅ ÔÏ
ÊÁÈÇÌÅÑÉÍÏ ÐÑÏÃÑÁÌÌÁ

ÔÏÕ ANTENNA SATELITE
MONO ME $14.99

ÔÏÍ ÌÇÍÁ

ÓõìðåñéëáìâÜíåé ÄÙÑÅÁÍ äåýôåñç äïñõöïñéêÞ
êåñáßá ãéá üóïõò èÝëïõí íá ðáñáêïëïõèïýí
ôï Åëëçíéêü ðñùôÜèëçìá Ðïäïóöáßñïõ Á´
ÅèíéêÞò Êáôçãïñßáò

ÅðáããåëìáôéêÞ
ÅãêáôÜóôáóç Ìüíï $99

More Channels...
More Choices.SM

www.antena.gr
www.kbs-tv.com

ÔÇËÅÖÙÍÇÓÔÅ ÓÇÌÅÑÁ

*Ãéá íá éó÷ýåé áõôÞ ç ðñïóöïñÜ, ï äïñõöïñéêüò äßóêïò ðñÝðåé íá åãêáôáóôáèåß êáé íá åíåñãïðïéçèåß áðü ôþñá Ýùò êáé 31 Máúïõ, 1999. Åðßóçò üëåò ïé ÷ñåþóåéò ðñÝðåé íá ðëçñùèïýí
ìå ðéóôùôéêÞ êÜñôá (VISA, MASTERCARD Þ AMERICAN EXPRESS) êáé íá áãïñáóèïýí ôá áêüëïõèá ðáêÝôá ðñïãñáììáôéóìïý ãéá Ýíá ÷ñüíï (12 óõíå÷üìåíïõò ìÞíåò): America�s Top 100
CD, Antenna Satellite êáé 1 ðáêÝôï premium movie ôçò åðéëïãÞò óáò. ÅÜí äéáêïðåß ç óõíäñïìÞ óôïí Antenna Satellite Þ óôï America�s Top 100 CD Þ óôï ðáêÝôï premium movie ðñéí
óõìðëçñùèåß Ýíáò ÷ñüíïò áðü ôçí çìåñïìçíßá åíåñãïðïßçóçò ôïõ äïñõöïñéêïý óõóôÞìáôïò èá ÷ñåùèåß Ýíá áêõñùôéêü ôÝëïò. ÔÝëç ìåôáöïñÜò êáé öüñïé äåí óõìðåñéëáìâÜíïíôáé.

Ðáñïõóßá Óåâ. Áñ÷éåðéóêüðïõ Áìåñé-
êÞò ê. Óðõñßäùíá ðñáãìáôïðïéÞèçêå, ç
Ýíáñîç ôïõ óõíåäñßïõ ôçò Ðáãêüóìéáò
ÓõíôïíéóôéêÞò ÅðéôñïðÞò Êõðñéáêïý
Áãþíá, óôçí ÏõÜóéãêôïí áðü 27 Ýùò 29
Áðñéëßïõ.

Óôïí ÷áéñåôéóìü ôïõ ðñïò ôá ìÝëç
ôïõ 10ïõ Óõíåäñßïõ, ï Óåâ. Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò
áíáöÝñèçêå óôéò ìÝ÷ñé ôþñá äñáóôçñéü-
ôçôåò ôçò Ðáãêüóìéáò ÅðéôñïðÞò êáé óôïí
áóõíÞèç ðáôñéùôéêü æÞëï êáé äñÜóç ðïõ
Ý÷ïõí äåßîåé ìÝ÷ñé óÞìåñá ôá ìÝëç ôçò,
åðéâåâáéþíïíôáò êÜèå çìÝñá, üôé <äåí
ëçóìïíïýí êáé äåí ðáñáäßäïõí óôç ëÞèç
ïýôå ôéò âÜñâáñåò åéóâïëÝò, ïýôå ôá äåéíÜ
ðïõ õðÝóôçóáí üëá áõôÜ ôá ÷ñüíéá ïé
óõíôïðßôåò êáé óõìðáôñéþôåò ôïõò>.

Ï Óåâ. Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò åðéóÞìáíå ôçí
ðïëéôéêÞ ôùí äýï ìÝôñùí êáé äýï óôáè-
ìþí, ðïõ áóêåßôáé óôï ÷þñï ôçò äéåèíïýò
ðïëéôéêÞò, êáé äéáôýðùóå ôçí áðïñßá ôïõ
ðïõ éó÷ýåé <Ýíá ìÝôñï ãéá ôï Êïóóõöï-
ðÝäéï êáé ôç Âïóíßá êé Üëëá óôáèìÜ ãéá
ôçí ðïëýðáèç Êýðñï>. ÅîÝöñáóå åðßóçò
ôçí ðçãáßá êáý÷çóç êáé õðåñçöÜíåéá ôïõ
ðñïò ôá ìÝëç ôçò ÐÓÅÊÁ, äéüôé <äåí
åíÝäùóáí ðïôÝ óå êåíÝò õðïó÷Ýóåéò, êáé
äåí ðáñáéôÞèçêáí Üêñéôá êáé åðéðüëáéá
áðü ôïí áãþíá ãéá ôçí åëåõèåñßá ôçò
Êýðñïõ>.

<ÌðñïóôÜ óå åóÜò- êáôÝëçîå ï Óåâ.
Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò ÁìåñéêÞò- ôïõò áêáôá-
ìÜ÷çôïõò õðåñáóðéóôÝò ôùí åõãåíþí
ðáñáäüóåùí ôïõ ÃÝíïõò êáé ôùí áíáöáß-
ñåôùí äéêáßùí ôïõ, èÝëù íá äéáâåâáéþóù
óÞìåñá, üôé óôïí ôßìéï áãþíá óáò ãéá ôçí
Êýðñï èá Ý÷åôå ðéóôÞ óõìðáñáóôÜôéäá
ïëüêëçñç ôçí ìåãÜëç ìáò ÏìïãÝíåéá ôçò
ÁìåñéêÞò. Óõíå÷ßóôå, áäåëöïß, ôïí äýóêï-
ëï êáé ìáêñý áãþíá óáò áðôüçôïé.

>Óõíå÷ßóôå ôïí ìå áõôïðåðïßèçóç êáé
ìå ôç âåâáéüôçôá, üôé äåí Ý÷åé ðÜíôïôå
ôïí ôåëåõôáßï ëüãï ôï ëåãüìåíï äßêáéï ôïõ
éó÷õñïôÝñïõ, äéüôé ðïëëÝò öïñÝò �Üëëáé
ìÝí âïõëáß áíèñþðùí, Üëëá äÝ Èåüò
êåëåýåé�>.

Ï Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò óôï
óõíÝäñéï ôçò ÐÓÅÊÁ:
<Óõíå÷ßóôå ôïí áãþíá...>

Ôïí Óåâ. Áñ÷é-
åðßóêïðï ÁìåñéêÞò
ê. Óðõñßäùíá åðé-
óêÝöôçêå ï íÝïò
Ìüíéìïò Áíôéðñü-
óùðïò ôçò ÅëëÜäáò
óôá ÇíùìÝíá ̧ èíç
ðñÝóâçò ê. Çëßáò
Ãïýíáñçò.

ÊáôÜ ôç óõíÜ-
íôçóç ðïõ äéåîÞ÷-
èç óå èåñìü êëßìá,
óõæçôÞèçêáí êõñß-
ùò èÝìáôá  ðïõ
áöïñïýí ôçí Åëëç-
íéêÞ ÏìïãÝíåéá êáé
ôçí Åêêëçóßá ôçò
ÁìåñéêÞò, ôï èÝìá
ôçò ÈåïëïãéêÞò Ó÷ï-
ëÞò ôçò ×Üëêçò, êáèþò åðßóçò ç êñßóç
óôá ÂáëêÜíéá.

Ï íÝïò ÐñÝóâçò  ôçò Ìüíéìçò  Áíôé-
ðñïóùðåßáò ôçò ÅëëÜäïò óôïí Ïñãá-

íéóìü ôùí ÇíùìÝíùí Åèíþí ê. Ãïýíáñçò,
õðÝâáëå ôá äéáðéóôåõôÞñéÜ ôïõ óôïí
Ãåíéêü ÃñáììáôÝá ôïõ ÏÇÅ ôçí 1ç
Áðñéëßïõ.

Ï ê. Ãïýíáñçò äéåôÝëåóå áðü ôï 1997
ìÝ÷ñé óÞìåñá Ãåíéêüò ÄéåõèõíôÞò Ðïëéôé-
êþí ÕðïèÝóåùí óôï Õðïõñãåßï Åîùôå-
ñéêþí, åíþ ôï 1996 êáôåß÷å ôç èÝóç ôïõ
ÄéåõèõíôÞ ôïõ ÔìÞìáôïò ÁíáôïëéêÞò êáé
ÄõôéêÞò Åõñþðçò êáé ôïõ ÕðïäéåõèõíôÞ
Ðïëéôéêþí õðïèÝóåùí.

Íùñßôåñá ï ê. Ãïýíáñçò åß÷å äéáôåëÝ-
óåé ÐñÝóâçò ôçò ÅëëÜäáò óôç Ì. Âñåôá-
íßá êáé ôçí Éóëáíäßá êáèþò åðßóçò êáé óôç
Ñùóßá êáé ôç Ìïããïëßá.

Ï ÍÝïò ÐñÝóâçò ôçò ÅëëÜäáò óôïí ÏÇÅ

ÍÅÁ ÏÑËÅÁÍÇ. � Óôï Åëëçíéêü Ó÷ïëåßï ôçò ðñþôçò ÅëëçíéêÞò Êïéíüôçôáò ôçò Áãßáò
ÔñéÜäïò, óôç ÍÝá ÏñëåÜíç ãéïñôÜóôçêå ç åðÝôåéïò ôçò ÅèíéêÞò ìáò ðáëéããåíåóßáò. Ôçí
äéïñãÜíùóç åðéìåëÞèçêáí ï äéåõèõíôÞò ôïõ ó÷ïëåßïõ ê. ÐÝôñïò Íôåìáñßíçò êáé ï
éåñáôéêþò ðñïúóôÜìåíïò ð. Áíôþíéïò ÓôñáôÞò.
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Fr. Vieron, pastor emeritus of An-
nunciation, was the church�s longest-
serving priest. From 1955, shortly after
construction on the present church was
begun, until 1991, and then for an in-
terim period from 1993-95, Fr. Vieron led
the church through a long period of
progress.

And he continues to remain active
following retirement. In addition to edit-
ing the Retired Clergy Association news-
letter, The Epistle, and writing a regular
column in the Observer, Fr. Vieron,
serves wherever needed at churches in
the diocese and teaches a highly popular
adult Greek class that attracts students

from throughout the city.
�There isn�t a church in the

community that doesn�t have a stu-
dent enrolled in the class,� he told

the Observer.
Three evenings a week, he teaches

Greek to an average of 100 to 120 adults
from the Roman Catholic, and main-
stream, liberal and fundamentalist Prot-
estant churches, all interested in learn-
ing the language. He also is a past vice
president of the Memphis Ministerial
Association.

Fr. Vieron praised his successor�s ef-
forts in the community over the past four
years. �This parish is blessed with the
most endearing and loving man I�ve seen
in 51 years.� He credits Fr. Paul with
making great strides with the steward-
ship program, the community�s main
source of revenue.

Another major fund-raising activity
is the annual Greek festival which attracts
thousands of Memphians each year. The
festival has its roots in the Ladies Auxil-
iary bazaar that began in 1957. Many fes-
tival-goers receive some exposure to the
Orthodox faith through the church tour.

Along with the Philoptochos, the
parish�s Ahepans and Daughters of
Penelope have also provided strong sup-
port to the church.

Fr. Paul expressed his optimism for
the parish�s future, as it continues to
grow spiritually, and as demonstrated by
the large attendance of faithful during his
recent Lenten lecture series. �It�s a great
parish and I feel very pleased and very
fortunate to be here,� he said.

� compiled by Jim Golding

T

ANNUNCIATION GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

PEOPLE

he first Greek Orthodox immi-
grants came to what is now
Tennessee�s largest city around

Western Tennessee�s Greek Orthodox Presence

Name: Annunciation
Greek Orthodox Church
Location: Memphis, Tenn.
Diocese: Detroit
Founded: 1919
Size: About 250 families
Clergy: Fr. Paul Christy
(Holy Cross �88)
Noteworthy:
Members come from diverse
ethnic backgrounds.

1890, according to a parish history. James
Avdalis is listed as the first-recorded
Greek immigrant to settle in the city.

Memphis was then emerging from
a quarter century of hard times follow-
ing the Civil War. Yellow fever and other
epidemics had severely reduced the
city�s population, but the city began its
comeback in the last decade of the 19th
century and became the largest cotton
and hardwood lumber exporting market
in the country. Mississippi River com-
merce grew rapidly.

Into this setting, a trickle of about
20 Greeks, mostly from Nafpaktos in
Central Greece and the Ionian island of
Cephalonia, arrived between 1892 and
1904 and opened businesses. Their num-
bers began to swell after 1905.

This small group �yearned to found
a church of their own faith� and brought
a priest to the city. They founded their
first church in a small building in down-
town Memphis.

About the same time, community
members purchased a nearby lot with
hopes of building their own church,
which they did in 1920.

The future looked bright, but, as
with other Greek Orthodox commu-
nities in the United States, political ani-
mosity between the Royalists and
Venizelists in Greece caused a factional
schism here. But, unlike a few other large
communities that experienced either
long-term or permanent splits, the Mem-
phis community put its faith and church
ahead of politics and remained united,
eventually healing their differences.

Not all was bleak during this time,
however. The women of the parish or-
ganized an auxiliary that eventually be-
came the Philoptochos chapter which
over the years has undertaken projects
that have greatly benefited the church.

Another bright spot in the 1920s was
the founding of the children�s choir in
1928. According to the parish history by
Jerre G. Duzane and Chris J. Paris, the
choir has increased in numbers over the
years to the point where there is a junior
and senior choir with 80 male and female
voices. At one time, every adult members
raised in Memphis has sung in the choir.

By the 1940s, a fund drive was
launched to eventually build a larger
church. One parishioner, Gus Arsenis,
presented as a gift to the parish the deed
of a large piece of property he owned
east of downtown, It became the site of
the present church complex.

Construction began in 1954 and the
community center opened on March 25,

New Jersey Gov. Christie Whitman re-
cently named the Rev. Steven J. Vlahos, pas-
tor of St. Demetrios Church in North Wild-
wood, to a four-year term on the State Board
of Human Services which oversees the op-
erations of the Department of Human Services.

Medal recipient

Keynote speaker
Author, motivational speaker and can-

cer survivor Georgia Photopulos of Chicago
delivered the keynote address at Salt Lake
City�s Hellenic Cultural Association Foun-
ders� Day Banquet on May 2.

Finalists named
Seven finalists recently took part in the

Greek Women�s University Club of Chicago
music competition. They were Pamela C.
Arango of New York, Jessica Bonatakis of
Apopka, Fla., Madeline Pïtamianos of New
York, Amneris Puscasu of Romania, Dina
Savvidou of Tallahassee, Fla., and Maria and
Christiana Antoniou of Cyprus.

New exec. committee
Panpaphian Association of America re-

cently elected the following new executive
committee members: Florentia Christo-
doulidou, president; George Sophocleous,
first vice president; Debbie Rigba Evange-
lides, second vice president; Spyros
Sylianou, third vice president, Michael
Hadjiloucas, treasurer, Kyriaki S. Christo-
doulou, general secretary; Irene Theodorou,
corresponding secretary; Andreas Pericleous
and George Theodorou, public relations.

New legislative assistant
Nickolas Theros recently joined the

American Hellenic Institute in Washington
as a legislative assistant. A graduate of Ameri-
can University�s School of International Ser-
vice, Nick is the son of Patrick Theros, who
recently retired from the U.S. State Depart-
ment after serving as ambassador to Qatar.

Nick J. Mamalakis, a prominent Savan-
nah businessman and civic leader, recently
was bestowed with the Ellis Island Medal of
Honor award. A member of St. Paul�s Greek
Orthodox Church, Mr. Mamalakis worked
in the insurance and realty business 50 years
before retiring in 1982, and was president
of Mercer General Insurance Agency for 25
years. He served in Naval Intelligence dur-
ing World War II and was appointed to the
state of Georgia�s Board of Industry and
Trade and the first Board of the Gerogia
World Congress Center in Atlanta during
Jimmy Carter�s term as governor. He also
served three terms on the Savannah Eco-
nomic Development Authority and was a
member of other boards.

Named to board

1955. The church was dedicated five months
later, on Aug. 28.

The Ladies Auxiliary, as it was then
known, raised the funds to furnish the new
center and equip the kitchen. They also
bought the new church�s organ.

Memphis surged economically and de-
mographically in the years following World
War II to become the leading commercial
center in the mid-South, headquarters of
Holiday Inn and Federal Express, a major
music recording, medical, manufacturing,
trucking and cotton shipping center. As a
result, its population and economic life have
become more diversified and Annunciation
parish reflects this fact.

Fr. Paul, a Chicago-area native, termed
it �a UN of believers,� with members of
Ethiopian, Egyptian, Armenian and other Or-
thodox backgrounds, plus a number of con-
verts. He estimates that about half the par-
ish is either American-born of Greek back-
ground with about 50 immigrants.

He describes his community as �a very
healthy church, combining its characteris-
tic southern hospitality with a thirst for Or-
thodoxy.�

The priest said that, despite the parish�s
location in a predominantly southern Prot-
estant environment, parishioners are very
interested in their Orthodoxy roots.

�This is what I feel my calling is,� he
said of his efforts to nurture that identity.

Fr. Paul noted that the 15-18 year olds,
the Goyans, �have been especially strong in
this community. They have a tremendous
interest in Orthodoxy.�

There is also an active JOY chapter, but
he admits that organizing the young adults
is an area that �needs working on.�

The community has a large Sunday
School to nurture the faith in its young. There
are about 120 students.

The Greek school has seven students.
According to Fr. Paul, Annunciation

parish�s outreach program consists of the
community�s retired pastor. �Fr. Vieron is
our outreach,� said Fr. Paul. �We�re on the
map because of him.�

 P A R I S H  p r o f i l e

MEMPHIS
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Interfaith Marriage

The following interview has been con-
structed from numerous couples� observa-
tions and descriptions, and is thus not based
on one particular couple�s opinions. While
the two spouses in this short interview are
a fictional couple, the contents of this inter-
view are not based on fictional information.

by Fr. Charles Joanides LMFT/Ph.D.

Why Many Interfaith Couples Do
Not Become Single-Faith Couples

See INTERFAITH MARRIAGE, page 23

She then refers to her priest�s approach, Fr.
John. �He put us at ease almost immedi-
ately. His kind and understanding manner
served to help us feel like he was going to
be an advocate for us and not someone
whom he had to tolerate if we hoped to get
married at St. George.�

�That�s right,� stated Bill. �And besides
that, Fr. John had a way of respecting our
decision, and also letting us know what the
rules were without intimidating us.�

Bill also talks about the importance that
this couple places on �family worship.� And
then begins to briefly describe his struggle
to consider conversion. He states that he
does not believe that �Maria would ever
consider conversion,� and that he has not
converted, �out of a respect for my parent�s
feelings and my own sense of loyalty to my
religious tradition.� He then continues, �but
it has been harder for me over the past few
years to remain Lutheran as their daughter
continues to grow and ask questions. He
thus wonders if he will remain Lutheran in-
definitely as a result of his nuclear family�s
needs, and from time to time has prayer-
fully �toyed with the idea of conversion.�

Maria has been listening intently, and
now discerns that it is her chance to speak.
She states, �even though Bill has not con-
verted, I believe that we both belong to the
same religion- Christian.� She then pauses
to consider her words carefully and contin-
ues on a slightly different tangent. �Even
though we consider St. George Greek Or-
thodox Church our primary place of wor-
ship, sometimes I feel a profound sadness
because we really don�t share the Divine
Liturgy on the same level. The Liturgy defi-
nitely doesn�t have the same appeal for Bill
that it does for me.�

�That�s true,� Bill states. �What can I
say, maybe I�m just a Lutheran at heart�
but it is getting easier to follow the services,
and I do have a greater attraction to them
then I did when we first got married.�

Maria offers the last few thoughts on
this subject, and states, �but I wouldn�t want
anyone to get the wrong impression. Yes,
it�s true that we have our challenges, but
we are also generally comfortable with our
current interfaith status, and time will tell if
we remain this way.�

Some Observations from Bill and
Maria�s Interview

Given Bill and Maria�s comments, what
can we generally conclude from their re-
marks?

1. Inter-Christian couples like Bill and
Maria look for mates who share as much as
possible in common with one another.
These types of couples are not apt to marry
someone who is from a radically different
religious and ethnic background.

2. The primary reason that motivates
these types of couples to marry is their
mutual love for each other.

3. Interfaith couples like Bill and Maria
also respect their spouse�s need to remain
connected to his/her religious, ethnic, and
family backgrounds. These types of couples
would never impose conversion on their
partner.

4. Couples like this are also not par-
ticularly threatened by their religious and
ethnic differences. They tend to believe that
they will be able to resolve these differences
in much the same way that they will resolve
other types of differences.

5. Non-Greek Orthodox spouses like
Bill who regularly attend our churches are
torn between family of origin religious and

This short interview will hopefully in-
troduce the reader to some of the challenges
that interfaith couples face when determin-
ing whether to remain an interfaith couple
or become a single faith couple.

It is also hoped that this short interview
will provide us better understand some of
the internal and external pushes and pulls
that many interfaith spouses/couples expe-
rience when trying to decide if they will re-
main an interfaith couple or become a single-
faith couple.

Meet Bill and Maria
Bill (29) and Maria (30) met in 1992

while attending a large university. They dated
for one year, and married just after they
graduated in 1993.

Bill is a Lutheran with a German back-
ground. Maria was born in Greece, and im-
migrated to this country at an early age with
her family. This couple lives in a large Mid-
western urban area, and has a four-year-old
daughter named Stacey.

According to Bill, the primary and sec-
ondary reasons why they determined to get
married were �because we both loved each
other, and saw the world in much the same
way.�

�It was important to me,� Maria also
points out, �that I marry someone with simi-
lar values.� She continues, �since Bill was
raised with Christian family values like my
own, I decided that it was okay to begin
dating him on a serious basis.�

Bill also chimes in and states, �and I
also liked the fact that Maria was from a
good, honest, hard working family.�

Both spouses also state that during the
dating process when they found themselves
getting serious about one another, �some
minimal conversation took place around
their religious and ethnic differences.� They
also indicate that they did not perceive these
differences in �terribly threatening terms,�
and felt reasonably confident that they could
deal with whatever religious and cultural
challenges they might confront just as they
would deal with other types of challenges
such as money problems or parenting dif-
ferences, etc.

Looking back on these short premarital
conversations, both state that they deter-
mined to attend Maria�s Greek Orthodox
Church because they both value �family
worship,� and because Maria �had a stron-
ger connection to her Greek Orthodox back-
ground.�

They also indicate that their brief pre-
marital conversations generally underesti-
mated some of the challenges that they
would face as a result of their religious and
cultural differences. From hindsight both
now feel that �some premarital preparation
might have helped.� At this point, Bill is care-
ful to also add the following: �I wouldn�t
have minded some information from either
the priest or one of his assistants, so long as
it was given in a respectful manner. Any ef-
forts to convince us that we were making a
mistake to marry someone from another
religious and ethnic background would have
definitely backfired.�

Maria also concurs and states, �conver-
sion has to be heartfelt and can�t be forced.�

176 pages OF GREEK MUSIC & VIDEO

TEL: (718) 932-8400
(800) GREEK 22

GREEK MUSIC & VIDEO
25-50 31st STREET • ASTORIA
NY 11102 • FAX: (718) 932-4911

When in New York, visit our Greek Music
& Video Superstore, with over 6000 sq f t
of displays, with every CD, Cassette or
video in the market and the lowest prices.

Included in the catalog:
Ü Teleftees Epitihies - All the latest releases of
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We supply Greek CD�s, cassettes
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Churches for their annual festivals,
at very low, special prices. Plealse
call us for more details.
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important) by song.  Please visit our website, which will be constantly changing and updating to bring you the best of service. This first

year in Cyberspace will be full of development but we guarantee you that we will be improving it constantly.

Kronos New

220 V. Export Appliances & Shipping

MåôáöïñÝò

áðü ÁìåñéêÞ
óôçí  ÅëëÜäá.
ÏéêïóêåõÝò,
áõôïêßíçôá,
ïéêïäïìéêÜ õëéêÜ,
çëåêôñéêÝò
óõóêåõÝò,
áåñïðïñéêÝò
ìåôáöïñÝò.

Kronos
 International Shippers, Inc.

22 N. Sangamon, Chicago, IL. 60607
Tel. 312-432-0011 / 800-535-9635

Fax. 312-432-0507
E-Mail: kronos@kronosint.com

We carry the complete line of GENERAL
ELECTRIC  export appliances in 220V.
50 Hz.Refrigerators-washers-dryers-
split airconditioners-Ranges-dishwash-
ers etc.Electronics  from : Panasonic,
Sony, Toshiba, Hitachi, Jvc, Sharp.

ÄÙÑÅÁÍ ÁÐÏÓÔÏËÇ ÊÁÔÁËÏÃÏÕ

MåôáöÝñïõìå
ôï ëÜäé óáò

áðü ôï ÷ùñéü
ç ðüëç  óáò

óôçí ÅëëÜäá
óôï óðßôé óáò
óôçí ÁìåñéêÞ

MåôáöïñÝò áðü ÅëëÜäá óôçí
ÁìåñéêÞ. ÐñïóùðéêÜ áíôéêåßìåíá,
áõôïêßíçôá, Ýðéðëá, åìðïñéêÜ öïñôßá.Måãáëýôåñç

Ýêèåóç
çëåêôñéêþí
óõóêåõþí
ìå ñåýìá ÅëëÜ-
äïò. Øõãåßá,
ÐëõíôÞñéá,
óôåãíùôÞñéá,
êïõæßíåò,
ôçëåïñÜóåéò,
âßíôåï,
êëéìáôéóôéêÜ,
ìéêñïóõóêåõÝò
êïõæßíáò.
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ATHENS, Greece (MPA) � Greek
humanitarian aid to help refugees in Al-
bania and FYROM amounts to a sum of
10.5 million U.S. dollars so far, not in-
cluding contributions from Greek non-
governmental organizations (NGOs).

According to the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, Greece�s aid is the second larg-
est overall contribution among all NATO
member countries, after that of Germany
($14 million). The United States has con-
tributed approximately $8.5million.

Greek humanitarian aid to Albania
and FYROM is being delivered and dis-
tributed as follows:

1. To Albania, under the supervision
of the Greek Embassy in Tirana, in coop-
eration with the Orthodox Church of Al-
bania and the detachment of Greek
Armed Forces posted to Albania.

2. To FYROM, by the Greek NGO
�Evropaiki Prooptiki� (�European Perspec-
tive�) in cooperation with a network of
five Greek NGOs which are distributing
relief supplies to seven Reception Cen-
ters for the Support, Shelter and Protec-
tion of Refugees (a list of these Centers
is attached).

Greek humanitarian aid, including
that provided by NGOs, is as follows:

� 32 tons of food have been sent and
distributed through the main Greek net-
work of NGOs to refugees in temporary
shelters on the border and in families (ac-
cording to available data up to April 7,
1999).

� 2000 jackets have been distributed
by one of the NGOs involved in the relief
project. A further 3000 are actually being
distributed by the main NGO operating
in FYROM.

� A number of individuals and other
NGOs have also sent substantial assis-
tance. Exact figures are not available yet.

As of April 7, the Greek govern-
ment�s humanitarian aid to refugees in
Albania has been distributed as follows:

� 4.120 blankets are being distrib-
uted in Koritsa by the Greek NGO �ÉÄÉÊÕ�
(IDIKI - Institute of International and So-
cial Affairs) under the supervision of the
Greek Consulate in Koritsa which was al-
ready involved in an aid distribution net-
work in Albania in collaboration with the
European Community Humanitarian Of-
fice (ECHO). IDIKI has been supplying
food and medical supplies to hospitals

Greek Aid to Kosovo Refugees
Totals $10.5 Million

and health centers in southern Albania
since June 1997.

� A further 3.000 blankets were pro-
vided by the �National Foundation for the
Reception and Rehabilitation of Greeks
Abroad.�

� Fifteen tons of food had been dis-
tributed through the IDIKI network: 5 tons
of flour, 5 tons of beans, and 5 tons of
rice.

� Two ambulances and substantial
medical supplies were delivered by the
Greek Armed Forces at the Yzberish army
base in Albania on April 2, according to
the provisions of a Protocol signed by the
Greek Embassy and the Deputy Health
Minister of Albania, Mr. Brahimi.

The first 20 out of 200 prefabricated
houses were transported to Tirana on 1
April. To date 70 prefabricated houses
are already in use and 70 more are being
transported and assembled on the same
site in the Tirana suburbs.

This refugee camp was set up with
the help of the Greek Armed Forces in
Albania as of April 3. These houses are
being supplied with electricity and run-
ning water with the assistance of a rep-
resentative of the Greek Ministry of Pub-
lic Works dispatched to Tirana for this
purpose, in cooperation with the Greek
Armed Forces in Albania.

A refugee camp for 500 people in
the city of Kukes was completed on April
4 and it is actually being upgraded to a
capacity of 1,000 refugees.

There is also a Greek camp under
construction 10 kilometers north of
Pogradec, as a national project, which is
intended to provide shelter for 10,000
to 12,000 refugees. A few thousand tents
have already erected.

In addition, the Church of Greece
has forwarded the second part of its hu-
manitarian aid to the Yugoslav people, in
a seven-truck convoy loaded with 170
tons of foodstuffs and pharmaceutical
supplies.

The aid, which amounts to GRD 50.5
million, was received by the Orthodox
Church of Serbia.

The Archbishop of Athens and All of
Greece Christodoulos was present dur-
ing the trucks departure and said that the
humanitarian aid to Serbia, Albania and
FYROM, as well as to both Christian and
Muslims, will continue.

BALTIMORE - In the midst of deterio-
rating conditions, relief efforts by Interna-
tional Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC)
continue in the Balkans. IOCC is one of the
very few international relief agencies that
have maintained an expatriate and opera-
tional presence in the Federal Republic of
Yugoslavia since NATO�s air campaign be-
gan on March 24, 1999.

Extensive Relief
Operations by IOCC

by Alexandra Brkic and Mark Hodde

See IOCC OPERATIONS, page 18

SOFIA (Reuters) - Church bells in
Bulgaria�s southeastern town of Yambol
sounded a mourning toll at midday recently
to protest against war in neighboring Yugo-
slavia.

�Bells will toll a funeral every day until
the end of the war.

Violence can not be stopped through
more violence and the only solution is that
both sides sit down and talk,�� Father
Panayot Chakarov told Reuters by telephone
from Yambol.

The Holy Synod of the Bulgarian Or-
thodox Church issued an appeal urging Serb
leaders and NATO to search for a peaceful
solution to the conflict.

In the appeal, to be broadcast on the
state television late on Wednesday, the Holy
Synod asks Bulgarians to pray for all who
suffer from this conflict, both Serbs and Al-
banians, said Stoyan Todorov, administra-
tive secretary of the Synod.

�The Holy Synod insists that air strikes
and bloodshed be stopped and talks be re-
sumed to find a peaceful settlement of the
conflict,� said the document, issued 11 days
before Orthodox Easter.

Most people in predominantly Slav
Orthodox Bulgaria oppose NATO air strikes
against neighboring Yugoslavia, in spite of
their government�s support for the alliance,
showed several polls published early this
week showed.

The Western allies said they would halt
air attacks on Yugoslavia only if Serb mili-
tary forces stopped killing ethnic Albanians
and forcing them to flee Kosovo.

Bulgarian Church
Appeals for Peace

ATHENS, Greece (ANA) � Several po-
litical youth organizations participated in
torchlight processions on April 7 in 10 Greek
cities in protest of the continuing bombing
of Yugoslavia during Easter Holy Week.

�NATO�s decision to deprive peace of
a minimal chance by continuing the bomb-
ing of civilians even during the Catholic and
Orthodox Holy Week, although it �re-
spected� Ramadan in Iraq�s case, constitutes
one more blatant abuse against international
law, human rights and civilization,� the re-
lease read.

The protest rallies took place at 8 p.m.
in Athens, Thessaloniki, Patra, Ioannina,
Irakleio, Komotini, Alexandroupoli, Larisa,
Kalamata, Rhodes and outside the NATO
base of Aktio in Preveza.

Greeks Hold March
to Protest Bombings

The numbers are so large, that they of-
ten lose their effect on our senses. A half
million people displaced from their homes.
Over one hundred thousand refugees in Al-
bania, a country which is struggling to sim-
ply take care of its own people. Possibly
another hundred thousand arriving in the
near future.

by Fr. Luke Veronis

Impressions of Innocent Suffering
program. Out of sight, often out of mind.

And what about the bombs.  How easy
it is for people in comfortable places and
positions to discuss and debate the pros and
cons of bombing another people. We speak
so tritely about war, as long as it is far from
us. It�s so easy to say someone else deserves
such forms of punishment.

Some people even watch in awe and
wonder as jets take off through the air, for-
getting that each mission causes indescrib-
able destruction, death and suffering to real
people - even innocent civilians mistakenly
killed or permanently injured by such bombs.

Do we stop to think about such people
as individuals - individuals with families, his-
tories, dreams and hopes?

Too many numbers and images over-
whelm us. Personal contact with real people
leave unforgettable imprints on one�s soul.

The last few days I have been visiting
the refugee camps and have been getting a
first-hand view of this tragedy. As I stood in
the Tirana Sports Complex Tuesday night, I
tried to wonder what the hundreds of refu-
gees streaming into the building were think-
ing. So many people huddled together - dirty,
hungry, in shock, with a lost look in their eyes.

Numerous children sat all over the
place. In one corner was a mother trying to
comfort a two week old baby. What was
she thinking about?

What concerns and fears did she have?
Will her baby even survive these upcoming
weeks.

My wife and I have a six month old son.
How careful we were those first few weeks?
How cautious we still are today to shelter

See IMPRESSIONS, page 18

IOCC responded quickly to the humani-
tarian crisis by distributing 4,500 hygiene
parcels and 5,000 food parcels in the Fed-
eral Republic of Yugoslavia during the first
few weeks of the crisis. Plastic sheeting and
insulation materials have also been distrib-
uted to displaced families living  in public
shelters and privately owned homes. In Al-
bania, IOCC is working  with partner agen-
cies to manage three refugee camps and
provide aid to 36,000 refugees living in com-
munities.

Emergency supplies include temporary
shelters, water, sanitation facilities, food and
personal hygiene articles.

New shipments of relief supplies to the
region are expected to reach IOCC distri-
bution centers by the end of April. Replen-
ished supplies will enable IOCC to respond
to the ever-growing demand.

Through its participation in a worldwide
network of Churches and related agencies
known as Action by Churches Together,
IOCC is providing direct relief assistance to
needy people throughout the Federal Repub-
lic of Yugoslavia and Albania.

A support office in Athens, Greece is
also active in  the relief operations that cur-
rently involve 25 IOCC staff members.

According to the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), as
many as 72,000 internally displaced people
have entered Montenegro and an additional
35,000 are believed to have entered Serbia
since the crisis began. The newly arrived
people join more than half a million refu-
gees from Bosnia and Croatia living in the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia since the
conflict that first broke apart the former Yu-
goslavia in 1991.

The growing number of needy includes
28,000 refugees who arrived in November
1998. Because many of these were received
in private homes, they are largely depen-
dent on the hospitality of their hosts.

According to the Ministry of Health
Care, Labor and Social Policy in Belgrade,
more than 900,000 citizens have lost either
their homes or jobs since the NATO bomb-
ing began, and thus may be unable to con-
tinue hosting these �old caseload� refugees.

Estimates by UNHCR indicate that the
total number of refugees in Albania currently
stands at 312,000.

IOCC will continue implementing a
balanced response to the needs of all of
these fragile populations by providing regu-
lar rations over the next six months. Distri-
butions of 13,500 urgently needed food par-
cels and 9,500 personal hygiene parcels are
planned for Serbia. In Montenegro IOCC is
responding with 11,500 food parcels and an
identical number of personal hygiene par-
cels. Ten thousand blankets are also being
delivered to the area. In all, IOCC expects
to provide direct assistance to more than
85,000 people in Yugoslavia.

In Albania IOCC is working in partner-
ship with Diaconia Agapes, the social and
development office of the Orthodox Church

When repeated often, such large num-
bers become meaningless.

It is the same with scenes from televi-
sion. We see tragic images of refugees walk-
ing through the snow, fleeing their homeland.
Mothers carrying their crying babies. People
with looks of fear, despair, hopelessness.
They make us angry, upset, sad. And then
we turn the channel to a more entertaining
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Archbishop Iakovos, �Visions and Ex-
pectations for a Living. Church. Addresses
to Clergy-Laity Congresses 1960-1996.�
Volume 1 of the �Complete Works� of His
Eminence Archbishop Iakovos, Primate of
North and South America 1959-1996.
Brookline, Mass.; Holy Cross Orthodox
Press, 1998, 289 pages. $19.95. Reviewed
by Stanley S. Harakas.

This volume is a valuable addition to
the growing collection of books that illumi-
nate the history and spirit of the develop-
ment of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese
of America over its more than 60 years of
its existence.

It is a book that belongs in every parish
library as well as in the personal book collec-
tion of every Greek Orthodox priest and in
the scholar�s study. In truth, every Orthodox
Christian will benefit from reading it.

Beyond its historical significance, Arch-
bishop Iakovos� Visions and Expectations for
a Living Church is a book that makes for
interesting reading for anyone interested in
the past and future of the Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese.

The text consists of 19 of the Arch-
bishop�s Clergy-Laity keynote addresses,
divided into three parts.

Part A is titled �In the Steps of the Pre-
decessors and Beyond� covering the period
from Archbishop Iakovos� first Clergy-Laity
Congress in Buffalo, N.Y., in 1960 to the
controversial New York Congress of 1970,
whose title is �Toward the Decade of the
1970�s.� These addresses represent over
half of the volume.

Part B, titled �Reconsiderations and
Challenges� begins with the 1972 Clergy-
Laity Congress in Houston, where the topic
was �Speak the Truth in Love� and ends with
the keynote address to the 1982 San Fran-
cisco meeting titled �From Martyrion to
Martyria - From Martyrdom to Witness.�

The final section, labeled �Continuity
and Change� begins with the 1984 New York
Clergy-Laity Congress whose keynote was
titled �Looking Toward the Twenty-first Cen-
tury� and ends again in New York City where
Archbishop Iakovos presided over his last
Clergy-Laity Congress in 1996.

The topic of his address was �Behold a

A Collection of Archbishop
Iakovos� Addresses

New Future.� No wonder, His Eminence
chose �Visions and Expectations for a Liv-
ing Church� as the title for this collection.
They were striking forward-looking calls for
the Church.

Those who heard these addresses when
they were first presented remember that
consistently, copies were distributed for all
to follow along as the readings took place in
Greek and in English.

A companion volume with the Greek
texts has also been concurrently published.

The content of these keynote addresses
is a combination of inspirational message,
administrative report, exhilarating and emo-
tional challenge, thoughtful reflection, personal
confession, and appeal to the noblest senti-
ments of religious and spiritual aspiration.

At times, the dominant theme is practi-
cal decision-making; at other times, theo-
logical analysis is in the forefront; and in
other passages, we hear the rising expres-
sions of spiritual poetry.

Even after so many years, these ad-
dresses inform, challenge, inspire and pro-
voke the reader. In these addresses, the
reader will discover a rich and inspiring feast
laid before him by Archbishop Iakovos.

In 1983 Holy Cross Orthodox Press
published my book Let Mercy Abound: So-
cial Concern in the Greek Orthodox Church.

In order to research the keynote ad-
dresses of Archbishop Iakovos for this book, I
had to go to specialized libraries and archives
to find these documents, among others.

Now, with the decision of Archbishop
Iakovos to make these documents available
to the general public, those interested in
studying the history of this period in our
Archdiocese have a much easier task. We
look forward to the second volume of this
series, which will present a selection of Arch-
bishop Iakovos� encyclicals.

His Eminence begins the volume with
interesting �Introductory Reflections.� An in-
dex of proper names concludes the volume.

This volume is a significant contribution
to the study of Greek Orthodox Archdiocese
history and deserves wide readership.

Fr. Harakas, is Archbishop Iakovos Pro-
fessor of Orthodox Theology, Emeritus, Holy
Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology.

R ETIRED CLERGY

Have you heard about the �Three Ages
of Man?� - They are, �Young, middle age,
and....�You�re lookin good!�� We old tim-
ers hear that all the time, and...we�re  grate-
ful we do!

by Fr Nicholas L. Vieron

Life Is a Journey to Life
Everlasting... ENJOY THE RIDE

him from any stray germ or sickness or dis-
ease. It�s hard to even imagine the concerns
of this mother with her two week old baby.
A baby who has just traveled several hun-
dred miles - first by foot, then in the back of
a truck, or a crowded bus, or in whatever
vehicle his mother could find.

And today, where is he? Staying in the
refugee camp on the other side of Tirana.
Living in an army tent, together with 10 other
people.

I thought especially of this little boy the
last two nights when it rained. The army
tents have nothing on the floor, so surely
the ground was wet, if not downright
muddy. A two week old baby sleeping in a
damp tent throughout the night. Not for only
one night. Not two. Who knows for how
long? It�s really hard to imagine.

My wife Faith had a similar experience
at the maternity hospital the last two days.
Seven refugee women just gave birth to chil-
dren. Five of the women don�t know where
their husbands are. They each have noth-

IMPRESSIONS
from page 17 ing. No baby clothes. No diapers. No baby

food.  Nothing. Not even husbands to com-
fort them and offer security and hope for
their future.

Things right now in Tirana seem under
control. Only about 8,000 of the 100,000
refugees in Albania have been directed to-
ward the capital. The Albanian citizens, even
though they are among the poorest people
in Europe, have responded with much com-
passion and love. Two neighbors in our apart-
ment building have taken families of six and
four into their homes, even though they live
in small apartments. One family, living in a
three room apartment, agree to take a family
of nine into her house. And the international
community promises to respond. Today, the
first relief plane with 40 metric tons of food
and materials arrived, bringing emergency aid
which will be distributed to refugees through
the Orthodox Autocephalous Church of
Albania�s Diaconia Office.

But for how long will such hospitality
and aid last? For how long will these refu-
gees stay?  What will happen after another
week or another month when the world�s
attention turns to the next crisis or tragedy?

of Albania, to provide aid to many of the
more than 300,000 refugees that have ar-
rived since March 24. An IOCC staff mem-
ber is working directly with Diaconia Agapes
to assist in managing the massive aid effort
underway.

The humanitarian response in  Albania
includes the management of up to three
refugee camps as well as aid to 36,000 refu-
gees living in communities. Shelter, water,
sanitation facilities, food and hygiene articles
are being provided.

Distributions of food to Kosovo were

IOCC OPERATIONS
from page 17 made through March 19, 1999 with the as-

sistance of the Serbian Orthodox Church.
Relief operations in Kosovo have since been
suspended.

Contributions to help relieve the suf-
fering caused by the Kosovo crisis can be
made by calling toll-free (877) 803 4622 or
by sending your donations to: IOCC, P.O.
Box 630225, Baltimore, MD 21263-0225.

See ad on last page or Contact: Inter-
national Orthodox Christian Charities 711
W. 40th Street, Suite 306 Baltimore, Mary-
land 21211 Tel: (410) 243 9820 Fax: (410)
243-9824 E-mail: iocc@igc.apc.org

I once heard the following  from a min-
ister - or was it a rabbi - or a priest? I don�t
remember. Regardless, I share it with you
because I think it is profound.

Life is a Journey - A Sacred Pilgrimage;
Birth is a beginning and death a destina-

tion;
And life is a journey: From child-

hood to maturity, and from youth
to age;

From innocence to aware-
ness, from ignorance to
knowing;

From foolishness to dis-
cretion and then, perhaps,
to wisdom;

From weakness to stren-
gth or strength to weakness
- and, often back again;

From health to sickness and
back, we pray, to eternal health;

From offense to forgiveness;
From loneliness to love and from joy to

gratitude.
From pain to compassion, and grief to

understanding; From fear to faith;
From defeat to defeat to defeat - until,

looking backward or ahead, we see that
victory lies not at some high place along
the way;

But in having made the journey, stage by
stage, a sacred pilgrimage.

Birth is a beginning and death a destina-
tion.

And life is a journey, a sacred pilgrimage
to life everlasting.

We would add here, �In the meantime,
Let�s Enjoy The Ride!�

Let�s enjoy the ride with our children,
and with our grandchildren, with all our
loved ones, friends and acquaintances, be-
cause we never grow old here (pointing to
my head) and here (pointing to my heart.)

Let�s first talk about our children, or,
better still, our grandchildren. Someone
once said that �If I had known how nice
they (the grandchildren) were I would have
had them first!�

Are you feeling cheated because your
grandchildren don�t live nearby? Take
heart. Being far away doesn�t mean you
can�t play an important role in their lives.

While you do miss day-to-day contact,
long-distance grandparenting can be vital
and rewarding. It does, however, require
some thought, effort and planning.

Compile a list of special events.
Obviously, you must keep sending

reminders of your love and interest, so
gather a list of dates such as birthdays, re-

citals and other occasions. That way, when
you�re unable to attend these events, you
can still be involved.

Keep the phone lines open.
The telephone is the easiest way to stay

in touch.
1. Remember, even little children like

to listen to your voice. When my grand-
daughter turned  1-year old, I sang �Happy
Birthday� to her on the phone. My son-in-
law reported that she listened and smiled.

2. Ask specific questions. If you stick
with inquiries that require more than a yes
or a no answer, the conversation will go
further. Whom did you play with today?

What did you have for dinner?
3. Avoid taking sides in dis-

agreements.
4. Be a careful listener.

Show respect for your
grandchildren�s thoughts
and feelings. Your interest
will encourage them to
confide in you.

5. Tell them about
yourself. Talk about every-

day things, like what you saw
on your walk or read in the pa-

per.
6. Send - and receive - lots of cards

and letters.
Although hearing a family member�s

voice on the phone does bridge the miles,
neither of you is left with anything tangible.
A letter is a gift and a lasting memory. (Gen-
tly request that your note be answered,
which encourages discipline, too.) Use the
mail as an opportunity to practice random
acts of kindness. Send stickers, a book, a
pair of socks. Older kids might enjoy an
article or book about a favorite subject.

Pictures are worth a million bucks.
When there are photographs of you in

your grandchildren�s house, you have a pres-
ence in their lives. Put a picture of yourself
in a frame so it can be displayed easily. And
don�t forget video-technology. Giving a
video camera to your long-distance family
helps ensure you will have movies of them.

Make the most of holidays - whether
together or not.

If you can�t be present for a holiday or
special occasion, it�s important to devise a
way to be represented. This helps close and
tighten the family circle.

Make the most of your times together.
There is an old show-business adage,

�Leave them wanting more.� Your visits
with your children and grandkids will be
special if you keep them brief (the rule of
thumb is 3 days).

And we have no children or grandchil-
dren, let�s still, on our journey to everlast-
ing life, ENJOY THE RIDE!

Write to Fr Nicholas L. Vieron, RCA
Epistle editor - Pastor Emeritus of The An-
nunciation Church - 573 N. Highland -
Memphis, TN 38122 (901) 323-9530



MAY 5, 1999 PAGE 19ORTHODOX OBSERVER

of  Special  Interest M A R K O S  travel
serviceDAILY DEPARTURES

with

V NON-STOP FLIGHTS ON JUMBO747
V EASY CONNECTIONS from anywhere in the U.S.A.
at UNBELIEVABLE LOW RATES!

289$

Call Markos Travel Now!
NATIONWIDE TOLL FREE

800-243-7728
CONNECTICUT RESIDENTS

800-842-8260

644 SILAS DEAN HWY.
WETHERSFIELD, CT 06109

449$

*

*
One Way áðü

Round trip

OTHER FLIGHTS

*A Limited
Number of Seats

Owner:
Markos

Hatzikonstantis

...BOOK NOW
AND SAVE!

KKKKKontos Fontos Fontos Fontos Fontos Foodsoodsoodsoodsoods  famous for its POCKETPOCKETPOCKETPOCKETPOCKET-LESS-LESS-LESS-LESS-LESS     PITPITPITPITPITAAAAA,
is proud to present its original products once again.

BOX 628, PATERSON, NJ 07544
 � Fax: (973) 278-7943

KONTOS FOODS, INC � EVRIPIDES KONTOS, President

F i l l o
K a t a i f i

Delicious, traditional products made

offered to Communities, Or-
ganizations, Church festi-
vals and all other functions.

SPECIAL DISCOUNTS

Courteous Service � WE SHIP EVERYWHERE in the US & CANADA

S p a n a k o p i t a
T y r o p i t a

with the highest quality ingredients

    (973) 278-2800

A mother�s love, like the love of
Christ, is patient, kind and true.
On your special day we praise

God and pray. Thanking Him so much for
you. -�Her children arise up and call her
blessed...�(Proverbs 31:28)

The relationship between a mother and
her child seems to me to be a perfect ex-
ample of what God wants for us all -to live a
life dedicated to others; to work consistently
toward the enhancement of their well-be-
ing. It is not small task, even within the con-
fines of the mother-child relationship. It re-
quires not only that we sacrifice, but that
we are sufficiently mature and fulfilled to
be able to give this gift of ourselves.

In this day of egocentricity and self-en-
hancement, motherhood stands as a blessed
anachronism, a gift that we need to be thank-
ful for. When women accept the mantle of
motherhood, they say �yes� to God and to
humanity. Since the beginning of time,
mothers have structured their lives around
their responsibilities to their children. From
the point of conception, a mother puts her
own needs, her physical comfort and her
goals and desires behind the needs of her
child. She accepts the difficulties of preg-
nancy and labor; she postpones, delays or
foregoes career ambitions, she braves the

A Tribute to Our Mothers
By Katherine, Themi and Vasiliki Vikatos

Dedicated to our mother Aliki Vikatos, and to all the mothers of the world
who have set an example of living God�s call.

frustration of raising energetic and some-
times temperamental youngsters, and she
suffers through heartache and anguish as her
children make mistakes, sometimes even
turning their backs on their families.

Through the challenges she also enjoys
the gifts God has bestowed upon mother-
hood. The joy of the newborn�s first cry, a
toddler�s first steps, the natural love and
compassion children give in return and the
immeasurable joy of seeing her adult chil-
dren raise their own youngsters.

There is no greater contribution one can
make to the world, and yet motherhood is
so often taken for granted, sometimes even
turning by mothers themselves. We can al-
low ourselves to get caught up in our daily
lives and other responsibilities to a point
where we find ourselves fitting in our pa-
rental duties. Because the world does not
give motherhood its due, we may get pulled
into the way of thinking that we need to do
more and be more.

We all need to remember, on Mother�s
Day and every day, that what we are today
as a human race can be traced to the women
who, from the beginning of time, gave birth
to us, loved and nurtured us, guided us and
then set us free. What could be more im-
portant than that?

ing human rights and our selective advocacy
of democratic principles abroad, in combi-
nation with the abuse of our enormous mili-
tary advantage, has seriously eroded our
ability to undertake such a leadership role.

No other example best illustrates this
point than our mephistophelean alliance
with Turkey. We stamped our feet at
Yugoslavia�s strong-arm tactics against its
Albanian separatists while our client state
Turkey ethnically cleansed up to 3 million
of its Kurds and while Ankara continues to
repress tens of thousands of its citizens
through government-sponsored death
squads and right-wing terrorist groups.

We dropped millions of tons of explo-
sives on Iraq after Hussein�s nearly blood-
less invasion of Kuwait, killing hundreds of
thousands of Iraqis in the process, but acqui-
esced in Turkey�s ethnic cleansing of 200,000
Greek Cypriots as we continue to subsidize
Turkey�s ongoing occupation of Cyprus.

Mr. Friedman�s vision of U.S. military

adventurism (�The hidden hand of the mar-
ket will never work without a hidden fist . .
. And the hidden fist that keeps the world
safe for Silicon Valley�s technologies is called
the United States Army, Air Force, Navy and
Marine Corps�) sounds more like the cau-
tious aggression of an unchallenged Ger-
many before the outbreak of WWII than the
humanitarian intervention professed by State
Department spin doctors.

It is neither our wish for the �enlarge-
ment of both our values and our Pizza Huts�
nor an image of Americans as �prophets of
the free market and the high priests of high
tech� that has resulted in the global rise in
the �resentment of America�, as Mr. Fried-
man naively posits.

Rather, it is the portrait we are painting
of ourselves as an arrogant and hypocritical
bully who will grandstand about democratic
values but will consistently engage in poli-
cies and support governments that flagrantly
undermine them.

P.D. Spyropoulos
New York

LETTERS
from page 7

ÓÅ ÏËÇ ÔÇÍ ÁÌÅÑÉÊÇ: ANTENNA Satellite Radio � ÐÝìðôç 5-6ì.ì.
FLORIDA: GREEK VOICE, WXYB-1520 AM êáé WPSO-1500 AM � ÓÜââáôï 6-7ì.ì., ÊõñéáêÞ 9-10ð.ì.

CHICAGO: Hellenic Communications- WHCI-FM 107.5 � ÓÜââáôï 1-2ì.ì.
INTERNET: http://www.goarch.org/webcasts/hellenic.html � ÊáèçìåñéíÜ 10ð.ì.-10ì.ì.

HELLENIC CULTURAL CENTER
27-09 Crescent Street, Astoria, NY 11102
Tel: (718) 626-5111-Fax: (718) 626-1398

Ç ÖùíÞ ôçò ÅëëçíéêÞò Ïñèüäïîçò Åêêëçóßáò

<Ôçí äéáêïíßáí óïõ ðëçñïöüñçóïí>
Åâäïìáäéáßï ñáäéïöùíéêü ðñüãñáììá ôçò

ÅËËÇÍÉÊÇÓ ÏÑÈÏÄÏÎÇÓ ÁÑ×ÉÅÐÉÓÊÏÐÇÓ ÁÌÅÑÉÊÇÓ
Äéåýèõíóç-Ðáñïõóßáóç:

Èåïö. Åðßóêïðïò Áðáìåßáò ê. ÂéêÝíôéïò
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C L A S S I F I E D  A D S
LEGAL SERVICES REAL ESTATE/BUS. MUSICIANS

GEORGE KENT�GREEK�AMERICAN�INTERNATIONAL
ORCHESTRA & ENTERTAINMENT

EXPOSÉ REQUESTED! �BOOK EARL�BOOK EARL�BOOK EARL�BOOK EARL�BOOK EARLY FOR 10% REBY FOR 10% REBY FOR 10% REBY FOR 10% REBY FOR 10% REBAAAAATE!�TE!�TE!�TE!�TE!�

CALL KENT 1-914-476-3020
or write: 118 Bolmer Ave., N.Yonkers, NY 10703-1637
Send for stereo cassette albums �Zorba� or �Athena� $11.00 for one, $20 for both to address above.

ONLY TRUST YOUR SOCIAL TO A PROVEN NAME GROUP OF FULL TIME PRO-
FESSIONAL MUSICIANS ENTERTAINERS, AT AFFORDABLE PRICES, WHO�S
ONLY BUSINESS IS MUSIC. PERFORMING AUTHENTIC GREEK MUSIC OF ALL
REGIONS, COLONIES OF GREECE. FEATURING THE �PRIME VOICE OF
GREECE...�  THE CLARINO & BOUZOUKI PLUS VOCALS. BEWARE! OF GREEK
BANDS PROMISING AMERICAN MUSIC, THEN PLAYING TAPES!  ALL OUR
MUSIC IS PERFORMED �LIVE�...OUR AMERICAN SOUNDS PURE AMERICAN,
WITH NO ACCENT!

RANGAVES PETER
SMALL DANCE BANDS
LARGE ORCHESTRAS

American � Italian � French
Greek � German � Latin

3342 Stony Point Road, Santa Rosa, CA 95407
Call Peter 707-526-1138

Dr. Kimon A. Legakis
Athens University Law SchoolUMaster of Law, Hervard Law School

Doctor of Law, Greece
UCertificate of International Law, Hague Academy of Int�l Law

Le g a l  C o n s u l t a n t

O F F I C E S

209 Garth Road

Scarsdale, N.Y. 10583

   & (914) 725-4717(914) 725-4717(914) 725-4717(914) 725-4717(914) 725-4717
Fax: (914) 725-4936

14 Nikitaras Street
Athens 106 78, Greece

& (011-301) 383-3340
& (011-302) 992-7111

Fax: (011-301)382-0838

With emphasis on: Settlement of Inheritance, Taxes, Disputed
Properties, Civil, International Family and Business Law in Greece

THE OMEGA PROJECT
TAMPA FLORIDA

AMERICAS FINEST GREEK/AMERICAN BAND!
CONVENTIONS, DANCES, FESTIVALS & WEDDINGS

Call: (813) 949-3409 E-mail: omegaproject@juno.com

ORTHODOX OBSERVER

DISPLAY ADVERTISING
per columninch:.................................................$55.00

quarter pg:...................................................... $750.00

half page: ...................................................... $1,500.00

full page: ....................................................... $3,000.00

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
single column inch ...........................................$ 50.00

dbl. column inch ................................................$100.00

ADVERTIS ING RATES

MECHANICAL REQUIREMENTS

y �Type page width� is 59 picas (9.75�), depth is 14 inches
y Display ads: Four columns to a page. Single column width
is 14 picas (2.25�). For each additional column add 15 picas
(2.5�).
y Classified ads: Six columns to a page. Single column width
is 9 picas (1.5�), double column width is 9 picas (1.5�), double
column width is 19 picas (3.25�)
y Camera ready ads preferred.
COLOR: additional charges apply. DEADLINES: ® Reser-
vations: 25 days before publication. PAYMENT TERMS:®All
ads are payable in advance, unless contract agreement is
in effect and account current.

If you are moving, please attach
your old label here ò

A N D
Ask your parish to forward your name and new

address to the Observer in order for you to continue
receiving the newspaper

I F
you move but your new home is located in the district
of the same parish, then list your new address below:

Mail this coupon to the �Orthodox Observer�
8 East 79th Street, New York, NY 10021

NAME___________________________________________
ADDRESS______________________________________
CITY___________________STATE ________ZIP_______

FOR 30 YEARS THE
ULTIMATE IN GREEK
& AMERICAN MUSIC

of NEW YORK

e-mail: Trojan888@aol.com

VERY IMPORTANT

VACATIONS-TRAVEL

PROF. SERVICES

Classified Ads
rate is $50.00 per col-
umn inch. This Box is
one column by one
inch and costs $50.
ALL ADS ARE PRE-PAID

Leading CharLeading CharLeading CharLeading CharLeading Charterterterterter
and Tand Tand Tand Tand Tour Operour Operour Operour Operour Operaaaaatortortortortor

NOBODY CAN BEAT OUR PRICES
MAIN OFFICE: 55E. 59th Street, New York, NY 10022
Tel.: (212) 753-1100 Toll Free: (800) 223-5570

MOVING? NOT RECEIVING?

ÅËËÇÍÉÊÏ ÔÕÐÏÃÑÁÖÅÉÏ

40-12 Ditmars Blvd., Astoria, NY 11105
Tel.: (718) 545-2323
Fax: (718) 545-2366

ÕÐÅÕÈÕÍÏÔÇÔÁ

& ÓÙÓÔÅÓ ÔÉÌÅÓ

Ëåõêþìáôá ãéá
óõëëüãïõò êáé

êïéíüôçôåò

LETTERHEADS   ¦ LOGOS   ¦ ENVELOPES   ¦ BUSINESS CARDS
JOURNALS   ¦ MAGAZINES    ¦ BOOKS     ¦ BOOKLETS   ¦ WEDDING
INVITATIONS    ¦ SIGNS    ¦ BANNERS    ¦ COMPUTER GRAPHICS
¦ PAPER SIGNS    ¦ COLOR BROCHURES    ¦ MENUS       ¦ ADS

D I M I T R I O S  P A N A G O S
PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO

Web page:http://www.dimitrios.com

Å WEDDINGS Å BAPTISMS Å PORTRAITS Å NEWS Å PASSPORTS

111 Broadway (Rt. 107), Hicksville, N.Y. 11801

(516) 931-2333

Tarpon Springs
Clearwater-Florida

www.realtorsbest.com/athanasiadis

WEDDINGS

STEFANA
Artistically designed and

handmade utilizing:
porcelain, leather, pearl

beads, crystal-like
flowers and silk flowers

Custom framing available

HandcrHandcrHandcrHandcrHandcraftedaftedaftedaftedafted
HeirHeirHeirHeirHeirloomsloomsloomsloomslooms

TTTTTel.& fel.& fel.& fel.& fel.& fax (781) 862-8435ax (781) 862-8435ax (781) 862-8435ax (781) 862-8435ax (781) 862-8435
Free catalog available

We Ship Anywhere

Wedding and Christen-
ing items, Favors, Marti-
rika, Vaptistika, Ecclesi-
astical items.
We ship anywhere!
(718) 721-9190(718) 721-9190(718) 721-9190(718) 721-9190(718) 721-9190

KENTRIKON-NOUFARO
23-33 31 St.

Astoria, NY 11105

www.omogenia.com/kentriko-noufaro

WANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTEDWANTED
1 or 2 Bedroom Apt.

Kolonaki Area
Payable in US Dollars
Call Thur-Sat (516) 725-1745

EMPLOYMENT

ATHOS ICONS
ICONS PURE SILVER & GOLD DETAIL

For the Icon of  your choice or to
request a Brochure and prices
please call Fotini Kypriotou at

WE NOW ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS OR PERSONAL CHECKS

Small or large framed
and in Gift Box

1-800-952-8467 or f1-800-952-8467 or f1-800-952-8467 or f1-800-952-8467 or f1-800-952-8467 or fax 1-860-423-1330ax 1-860-423-1330ax 1-860-423-1330ax 1-860-423-1330ax 1-860-423-1330
e-mail: hellenic@neca.com or write to mee-mail: hellenic@neca.com or write to mee-mail: hellenic@neca.com or write to mee-mail: hellenic@neca.com or write to mee-mail: hellenic@neca.com or write to me

aaaaat PO Bot PO Bot PO Bot PO Bot PO Box 554 Mansfx 554 Mansfx 554 Mansfx 554 Mansfx 554 Mansfield, CT 06250ield, CT 06250ield, CT 06250ield, CT 06250ield, CT 06250

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL INVESTMENTS
Gasoline-convinience store-Ft. Lauderdale-$185,000

CALL YOUR SOUTH FLORIDA CONNECTION
G R E E K  S P O K E N  F L U E N T L Y

THOMAS DELIS Realtor Associate
954/568-0082 days 954/781-0140 evenings

HUBERT & WEST, INC. Realtors
2000 E. Oakland Park Blvd., Suite 203, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33306

IMMEDIATE RESULTS
IS WHAT YOU GET BY ADVERTISING IN THE

ORTHODOX OBSERVER

Tel: (212) 570-3555 � Fax: (212) 774-0239

The �Orthodox Observer� reaches more than 138,000 homes
and Greek-American communities in every corner of the
United States of America. Advertising in the �Orthodox Ob-
server� is the best way to reach this focused audience.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Preschool
Tarpon Springs, Florida is looking to fill the
position of Director. Enrollment, 40 students
ages 3 to 5 years. Bachelor�s Degree in Edu-
cation, administrative, organizational, and
business skills. Please send resume to:
P.O. Box 1672 Tarpon Springs, FL 34688
Phone: (727) 937-7122

PRESCHOOL DIRECTPRESCHOOL DIRECTPRESCHOOL DIRECTPRESCHOOL DIRECTPRESCHOOL DIRECTOROROROROR

1.200 ô.ì. åéò ÁãéÜ Ëáñßóçò
Ðëçñïöïñßåò ôçë. (248) 398-9129

ÐÙËÅIÔÁÉ OÉÊOÐÅÄÏ
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challengeYouth Ministry

Email: youthoffice@goarch.org

Children and Violence

I t was 11:30 a.m., Mountain Stan-
dard Time; a normal day, or so
they thought, for students at Col-

umbine High School in Littleton, Colo. Some
students were beginning their lunch period,
others were walking to and from classes.
Loud explosions were heard. Sounds of
bombs being set off and gun shots echoed
throughout the marble and concrete hall-
ways of this suburban school. While some
students thought this was a �senior prank,�
teachers frantically were telling students to
take cover under tables, desks, closets �
anywhere.

Parents, family and friends, unsure if
their children were safe, flocked to the
school only to be told that the school has
been �locked down,� meaning that no one
was allowed to enter.

Two students, who belonged to a clique
named the �Trench-coat Mafia� were turn-
ing Columbine High School upside down,
setting off bombs and shooting guns at fel-
low students. Five hours after this horrible
ordeal began, it was over. Approximately 25
students were taken to nearby hospitals for
treatment. Hundreds of other students re-
united with their parents at a nearby elemen-
tary school.

Parents of others waited patiently for
their children to exit the school. Unfortu-
nately, on this day, April 20, 1999, this would
not happen. The two students, on their kill-
ing rampage murdered 12 students and one
member of the faculty, and then committed
suicide.

That same day, President Clinton held a
press conference in which he remarked �we
should teach our children to use words not
weapons.� During this same press confer-
ence NATO was and still is sending air at-
tacks on Serbia killing many innocent victims.

Whatever the concern or issue may be,
when we teach our children to act one way,
and we act another way, we are being hypo-
critical. We need not only to talk the talk,
but also walk the walk.

In an article in The Faithful Steward,
Issue 6, Spring 1999, David Grossman states
the following about violence and killing:

�After the Jonesboro killings, the head of
the American Academy of Pediatrics Task
Force on Juvenile Violence came to town and
said that children don�t naturally kill. It is a
learned skill. And they learn it from abuse and
violence in the home and, most pervasively,
from violence as entertainment in television,
the movies, and interactive video games.�

Have you ever listened to the lyrics of
your children�s favorite musicians? Have you
ever watched the television shows, movies
or interactive video games that your chil-
dren watch and play. If you haven�t, you are
like most American parents.

At a very young age our American chil-
dren are exposed to sex, violence, drugs,
etc. Typically these are the subjects that we
as adults are afraid to talk about with our
children. We must talk to our children about
these issues. If we do not, they will learn
about it elsewhere, from the media, peers
and movies.

Children at a very young age have a dif-
ficult time distinguishing between fantasy
and reality. I think back to my �cartoon� days
and remember how many times the Wile E.
Coyote was �smashed, crushed and killed�
in a Saturday morning episode. But the next
episode showed Wile E. Coyote was back
for more. The perception was that if one
dies, he/she will be around for the next epi-
sode again.

These are our children! They are not
cartoon figures. If our young people die now,
they will still be dead tomorrow. This is a
very serious issue that needs to be ad-
dressed.

Even though we are a country that was
founded on Christian principles, this is not
so true in today�s contemporary society. The
reality is that sin has entered our world, and
it is surrounding and influencing us con-
stantly. The evil one is trying to bring us
down, so that he may be glorified. It is our
job as parents, youth workers and adults,
to help our young people and ourselves re-
alize that Jesus Christ transcends this world
and its evil. And that through Him we may
live forever.

When Christ was crucified and resur-
rected for our salvation, the gates of Para-
dise were open. Now we must live the life
that He wants us to live now.  There is no
repentance after death. We must make a
decision about how to live our lives now,
not in the future.

While drugs, alcohol, and disease are
poisons which infect our body, violence,
pornography and hate, are diseases which
infect our minds and souls. And once it is in
the mind, it is very difficult to be removed
because they are images which plague the
memory.

What can we do to help ensure that
our children are on the right path?

Set boundaries � and enforce them!
Let them know that some things are not

OK. Monitor what they watch, listen to and
play. Talk about these difficult issues with
them. Teach and talk about your family�s
values and morals; don�t assume that they
already know them.

Television, movies, video games, and
the Internet are not intrinsically evil and
these things do not kill. But sometimes the
ideas that are expressed from these allow
evil to affect our children�s minds and souls.
And in an extreme degree could influence
them to commit evil acts.

Could the massacre which took place
in Littleton have been stopped? Were warn-
ing signs observed? We can never give a
definitive answer to these questions.

But we can alert and warn our children
about the dangers and spiritual poisons which
can affect them. With the Grace of God, and
by living Sacramental lives (coming to
Church, receiving Holy Communion, going
to Confession, etc.) in the Church, we can
help guide our children on the right path. And
if we teach them to use �words not weap-
ons,� we too must be willing to do the same.

SAINTS AND FEASTS
by Fr. Mark A. Leondis

FROM THE CHURCH
FATHERS TO US

Sts. Cyril & Mathodios - May 11
The Apostles to the Slavs

T wo brothers during the middle
of the ninth century took to
heart Christ�s command �Go,

therefore and make disciples of all nations
baptizing them in the name of the Father
and the Son and of the Holy Spirit,� (Mat-
thew 28:19). Sts. Cyril and Methodios were
two brothers from Thessalonika who intro-
duced the Christian faith to the Slavic people.

They were scholars in the classical tra-
dition and outstanding  intellectuals and
theologians. St. Cyril studied under Photios
at the University of Constantinople. He even-
tually went to a monastery where he be-
came ordained a deacon. Methodios spent
10 years as an officer among the Slavs where
he learned the Slavic language. After that
Methodios went into a Greek monastery and
became an ascetic monk.

The two brothers were sent as a team
by Emperor Michael to convert the Khazars,
northeast of the Black Sea. Their success
encouraged them to remain together and
continue spreading the Christian faith.

In 862, Prince Rastislav of Moravia sent
envoys to Constantinople asking for mission-
aries. Emperor Michael and the great Patri-
arch Photios entrusted the mission to St.
Cyril and St. Methodios.

With great enthusiasm and devotion they
spread and confirmed the faith. As they worked
among the Slavs, they mastered the language
and used it in all aspects of Church worship.

They invented a Slavonic alphabet,
named Cyrillic, translated the Holy Scrip-
tures and the liturgical books from the Greek
into the Slavonic language. The use of the
vernacular proved to be a means of fast dis-
semination of the faith among the Slavs.

In 869, at the invitation of the Pope, St.
Cyril and St. Methodios went to Rome. St.
Cyril fell ill there and died. St.  Methodios
returned to Moravia and was elevated as a
bishop  and continued spreading the faith
among the Slavs until his death in 884.

St. Cyril and St. Methodios brought
about the complete Christian conversion of
many Slavic people. Their work was carried
forward by their disciples in all Slavic lands.
The church celebrates their feast on May 11.

The Lord desires one man to be saved
through another, and in the same way Sa-
tan strives to destroy one man through an-
other. So do not spend your time with some-
one who is sloppy, a mischief-maker, not
guarding his tongue, lest you be sent with
him into punishment.

It is hard enough for one who associ-
ates with a good man to attain salvation. If
you do not watch yourself, but consort with
people of evil character, you will be infected
with their leprosy and destroyed.

How can anyone expect pity if he reck-
lessly approaches a poisonous snake? You
should avoid those who cannot control their
tongue, who are quarrelsome and full of
agitation inwardly or outwardly. - St. John
of Karpathos

OCF is the Orthodox Church commu-
nity on college and university campuses. The
organization provides a caring environment
for the life and growth of Orthodox Chris-
tians students and also maintains an effec-
tive witness to Christ and the Church on
campus.

OCF is not a substitute for Church, but
a place to go between times of Church at-
tendance. It is also a group to help make
Church more meaningful.

OCF is simply a manifestation of the
Church on campus. To learn more about
OCF, contact your local priest, or your Dio-
cese Youth Director, or call the National
Youth Office at 212-570-3560. Also, to place
your name on the National OCF Mailing
List, send name, address AND e-mail to
youthoffice@goarch.org. Monthly and
weekly information for events and ideas will
be sent to you, so that you stay connected.

Orthodox Christian Fellowship (OCF)

Upcoming YAL Events
Clearwater Conference - Basketball/Volleyball Tournament

May 27-31, 1999 - Clearwater Beach, FL
Details: James Lampathakis at (727) 736-2000

Spiritual Odyssey
Travel to Greece with other Young Adults ages 19 and older

July 11-26, 1999
Details: (212) 570-3534

17th Annual Greek Archdiocesan Young Adult Conference
July 1-5, 1999

Five Star Arizona Biltmore resort and Spa, Phoenix, AZ
Details: Website: www.goaldsf.org or for a registration packet, send your name

and address to:
Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral

Attn: 1999 YAL Conference, 1973 East Maryland Avenue
Phoenix, AZ 85016

I once made a remark about the hid-
den books of the Bible. It was a lulu. Kept
people looking so hard for facts and for
others it was a revelation.

Some were in a jam. Especially since
the names of the books were not capi-
talized. But the truth finally struck home
to numbers of readers. To others it was a
real job.

We want it to be a most fascinating
few moments for you. Yes, there will be
some really easy ones to spot. Others may
require judges to help them. I will quickly
admit, it usually takes a minister to find
one of them and there will be loud lam-
entations when it is found.

A little lady says she brews a cup of
tea, so she can concentrate better. See
how well you can compete. Relax now,
for there really are sixteen names of the
books in the Bible in this story.

Hint! Read the entire story

� contributed by Father Luke Uhl

For College StudentsFor College Students

ChallengeChallengeChallengeChallengeChallenge is the youth supplement to the
Orthodox Observer a service of

the Department of Youth & Young Adult
Ministries.

Contributors for this issue
Fr. Anastasios Bourantas

Fr. Mark A. Leondis
Fr. Michael Nasser
Natalie Kulukundis

Articles reflect the opinion of the writers.
Write to: Youth & Young Adult Ministries,
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America;
8 East 79th Street,New York, N.Y.  10021

Puzzle
Challenging
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ASTORIA, NY.�St. Demetrios Greek-
American School of Astoria held a benefit
on May 1 to raise funds for renovations.

Kimon Thermos, a St. Demetrios alum-
nus, served as emcee.

During the evening the school honored
Constantine Ioannou, the builder of St.
Demetrios High School, and Costas and
Stavroula Mastoras, the owners of Titan
Foods Inc., who have made significant con-
tributions to the school. The program also
included performances by students.

�In recent years, St. Demetrios School
has devoted energy and resources to con-
tinually raising academic standards and in-
corporating technology in the curriculum to
better prepare our students for the techno-
logical challenges they will face in the new
millennium,� said Harry Kalas, Parish Coun-
cil president. �Now the time has come to
focus on the long-neglected infrastructure.�
The cost for renovating the exterior of the
building that houses the Community Cen-
ter is estimated to exceed $500,000.

The gala was chaired by George
Almiroudis, Andrew Latos and Peter Papa-
nicolaou.

Since its founding in 1957, St. De-
metrios of Astoria, the largest Greek-Ameri-
can school in the nation has educated thou-
sands of Greek-Americans, including promi-
nent doctors, attorneys and business people.
St. Demetrios currently has more than 800
students in grades pre-K-12.

Astoria School
Holds Benefit

A conservative estimate of college costs
for a full-time student runs from $10,000-
$30,000; high cost colleges can run from
$40,000-$100,000!

Most parents and students think that
scholarships are only for the students with
excellent grades, low-income families, or the
athletically inclined.

A small example of the numerous schol-
arships available to students include: Handi-
capped Students Scholarships, Members of a
Church Scholarships, Scholarships for �C� Stu-
dents, Veteran Children�s Scholarships, Schol-
arships for Minorities and much, much more.

Though the majority of scholarships are
from the Federal Government and are merit
and/or need-based, billions of dollars are avail-
able to students from private sector scholar-
ships. Much of private sector financial aid goes
unused because the parents and students do
not know how or where to apply.

There are organizations that have spent
hundreds of hours in research locating schol-
arship sources. The U.S. Commission for
Scholastic Assistance-College Bound is such
an organization and supplies the public with
over 700 different private scholarships
sources. The scholarship list include the
scholarship names, addresses, application
deadlines, summaries about the scholar-
ships and the amount the scholarship will
pay your child.

Many scholarships pay the entire tuition;
others can be applied towards tuition, living
expenses, and/or other fees. Most scholar-
ships can be used at junior colleges, career
and vocational schools, 4 year colleges,
graduate schools, medical and law schools.

For information on obtaining these
scholarship lists, send a self-addressed,
stamped, business size, #10, envelope to:
The US Commission for Scholastic Assis-
tance, PO Box 668, O�Fallon, IL 62269.

Scholarships Available
for Tuition Assistance

It is with a deep sense of sadness that
I speak for the members of my Church in
regard to the horrible tragedy that befell
our young people at the Columbine High
School in Littleton, Colorado on Tuesday,
April 20, 1999.

As we in the Orthodox Christian Church
celebrated the resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead only twelve days ago, we also
celebrated the annihilation of the power of

Metropolitan Isaiah Issues Statement on
Behalf of All Orthodox Christians of Colorado

death and evil brought on by our archen-
emy, the devil.

Satan knows that his time is short, and
he relentlessly uses peoples and conditions
to cause shock, outrage, and dismay among
God�s people in bringing about the evil which
our eyes have seen once again in Littleton.

Yet we will persist in our faith in God
Who sent His only-begotten Son into the
world to destroy evil and death.  He did so
by accepting the Cross willingly and dying a
slow and horrible death for our sake. �Be of
good courage,� He tells us, �I have over-
come the world.�

As we mourn at this time for our friends
whose lives have been taken from us, and
as we pray for the healing of those who have
been afflicted in body and in mind, we look
to the promise of Christ which assures us
that we will all meet again in His glorious
Kingdom prepared even before the founda-
tion of this temporary world.

I pray that the love of God which dis-
pels all darkness will give grace and hope
and perseverance to all who are now mourn-
ing. I ask that we place in our hearts the
words of the Apostle Paul which tell us:

�We also glory in tribulations, knowing
that tribulation produces perseverance and
perseverance produces character, and char-
acter produces hope. And hope does not
disappoint us because the love of God has
been poured out in our hearts by the Holy
Spirit.� (Romans 5:3-5)

May this, the loving Spirit of God, soften
the pain and heal the wounds of all of us. And
may the memory of the innocent students and
their teacher be eternal as their souls rejoice
in the presence of God�s eternal glory.

ñ Metropolitan ISAIAH, OF PROIKONISOS

    Presiding Hierarch of the Diocese of Denver

CHICAGO � Over 600 young adults
from 34 states, Canada and the Bahamas,
came together at the recent 16th annual
Diocese YAL Conference to journey
through the question of what is �The
Truth, The Whole Truth and Nothing but
the Truth.�

by Elias Zimianitis

Chicago YAL Conference Seeks �Truth�

NEW YORK.�The Cretan Brotherhood
of New York has established the Pancretan
Philanthropic Fund to support pediatric pa-
tients that are of Greek origin, financially as
well as emotionally in need of treatment of
various disease.

On Sunday, May 9th,  at 5 p.m. a
Mother�s Day Dinner Dance will take place
at the Grand Prospect Hall to raise funds for
this important cause.

The evenings program will be presented
by two well known TV personalities Nancy
Biska of Antenna Satellite TV, and George
Vitoros of Kriti TV who are coming to the
U.S. especially for this event.

The Cretan Brotherhood has also orga-
nized an essay contest with the theme,
�Mother�s Day.� Greek school throughout
the Metropolitan area are being asked to en-
courage their students between the ages of
10-12 to take part in the contest.

The essay must be written in Greek and
must be no longer than one typed page. Each
school will be responsible for selecting the top
three essays and forwarding them to the
Cretan Brotherhood of New York. The com-
mittee judges will select and award the three
best essays during the evening of May 9. Prizes
will include: $500 Face Value Bond, $300 Face
Value Bond, $250 Face Value Bond.

Cocktail Hour, Main Course Dinner,
wine and sodas. Ticket prices: $50 for adults,
$25 for children.

For more information kindly contact
Mrs. Mary Politis at (973) 691-2500 or Mrs.
Maria Nikoloudakis (718) 934-9382.

Cretan Brotherhood to
Sponsor Fund-Raiser

most exhausting day of the conference
with most events of the weekend taking
place in this short 24-hour period. The
day started with the Saturday of Souls
Divine Liturgy where the faithful were
able to pray for their loved ones who
passed away. The keynote address by Dr.
Aristotle Papanikolaou of Hellenic College
and Holy Cross School of Theology, set
the tone and energy for the day.

Dr. Papanikolaou�s topic of  �Seek-
ing the Truth in a Pluralistic Secular World�
brought focus and intent to the weekend
as to how to carry our seeking the truth
beyond the conference. His keynote ad-
dress could not have been more congru-
ent with an original theatrical play written
by Peter Vlahos on the struggles of a single,
Greek Orthodox Christian in her personal
and work life.

Workshops that followed focused on
the personal journey back to �The Truth,
Our Church.� How a spiritual father can
benefit and bring people to a clearer un-
derstanding of the truth was discussed.

St. Demetrios Church hosted the
young adults and the carnival and games
setup for underprivileged children from
the Chicago area.

More than 125 young adults visited
the Hollywood House, a nearby home for
the elderly, many of those Greek Ortho-
dox, and the Allshore Nursing Home.

A Sunday evening banquet honored
Fr. James Gordon, past director for the
Office of Youth and Young Adult Minis-
tries.

Marina Makropoulos and Elaine
Cosma served as co-chairmen, assisted
by Peter Vichos, diocese YAL representa-
tive, and Andy Georganas, director of the
Office of Youth and Young Adult Minis-
tries and under the spiritual guidance of
Metropolitan Iakovos of Krinis.

It proved fruitful in providing a suc-
cessful and spiritually enlightening week-
end. The spirit of first-timers, who volun-
teered their time and talents for the con-
ference over the last 6 months, brought
renewed energy to the conference.

The Conference started with a Para-
klesis service, praying to the Theotokos
to intercede for us that the Lord Jesus
Christ may give us the strength and wis-
dom for the weekend. An evening dis-
cussion on �Witnessing the Truth in a
Social Setting� brought spirited conver-
sation on how to be ourselves. Swing
dance lessons started off the Friday
Evening Swing into the New Millennium
dance and the Circle of Friends Lounge
gave people a quiet place to talk in a re-
laxing atmosphere.

Saturday has traditionally been the

INTERFAITH MARRIAGE
from page 16

family loyalties, and nuclear family needs.
This internal struggle appears to be one pri-
mary reason why these types of spouses
either choose to convert or choose to re-
main non-Orthodox.

6. In time, if the non-Orthodox partner
chooses to attend his spouses� Greek Or-
thodox church, some of these types of non-
Orthodox may be receptive to embracing
Greek Orthodoxy as their comfort level and
knowledge of Greek Orthodoxy increases
and their nuclear family�s needs change.

7. And finally, by respecting interfaith
couples� decision to remain in an interfaith
marriage, and by trying to make them feel
welcome, this pastoral approach can poten-
tially be more profitable then if we seek to
force or manipulate these types of couples
into becoming a single-faith Orthodox
couple/family.

METROPOLITAN ISAIAH, OF PROIKONISOS

A coalition of Serbian Americans plans
to stage a march on June 5 in Washington to
protest the ongoing war in Serbia and Kosovo
and to call for a halt to the bombing.

The marchers will assemble at noon at
the Vietnam War Memorial on The Mall near
the Lincoln Memorial. From there, they will
proceed to the Pentagon.

The coalition, United Serbs of America
also plan to collect one million petitions and
deliver them to the White House.

For more information on participating
or supporting this action, contact: Emer-
gency Mobilization to Stop the War, 39 W.
14th St., Suite 206, New York, NY 10011;
tel. (212) 633-6646; e-mail: iacenter
@iacenter.org

Protest March Set June 5
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NEW YORK � Archdiocese Dis-

trict Young Adults held their 12th

annual conference April 23-25 that
featured a keynote address from
Archbishop Spyridon, spiritual
workshops and a visit to St.
Michael�s Home for the Aged.

His Eminence also opened up
the floor for a question and answer
session.

His keynote address discussed
the subject of faith. He told the
young adults that it is their faith that
determines how they will face day-
to-day challenges, regardless of
whether they are good or not

�If we face opportunities that
please us, then we have real cause
for thanksgiving and praise,� His
Eminence said. �If we face difficul-
ties and challenges, we still can of-
fer thanks and glory to Almighty
God, because it is He Who enables
us to meet whatever challenges that
may face us.�

Referring to the recent massa-
cre of high school students in
Littleton, Colo., Archbishop
Spyridon said, �I cannot help but
think of the terrible and heart-break-
ing tragedy. When those families
awoke that dreadful day, when
those children were making their
way to the school that would be-
come a house of death and destruc-
tion, they had no idea of the pain
and sorrow that awaited them,
much less the loss of life and inno-
cence. How can people go on in the
face of such horror, in the face of
such grief.

�To all appearances, the lives
of these families have been ruined
forever.  No power can bring back
their dead children. No human ef-
fort can erase the horror experi-
enced by the children who wit-
nessed the slaughter of their class-

Archdiocese District Young Adults Hold Conference

mates. And yet, we know that in all things,
no matter how dreadful, no matter how
bleak, God is present. Because He de-
scended into Hell itself, to loose the bonds
of death and set the souls of humanity free,
we know that He is with us even in the hells
that we create for ourselves and for each
other. His mercy cannot be overcome even
by the greatest human evil.�

The Archbishop emphasized that �by
faith, we understand that God is present with
us even in the most ungodly circumstances.

�That is why, even in the midst of this
shocking news this week from Colorado, we
can know that the mercy of God will cover
these children who were cut down so young,
and it will cover their families and all those
whose lives have been scarred by this dread-
ful event.

For us, who call ourselves Christians,
the question is not: �Why did this happen?�
The question is: �How am I to understand
the meaning of what has happened?�

In his question-and-answer segment, to
a question on what the Church is doing in

response to the Kosovo crisis, the Arch-
bishop explained that the Church �has done
very much� with regard to working behind
the scenes to help convince the nation�s
leaders to look for a peaceful solution to the
conflict. �You can�t justify war or the use of
force,� he said. �Our position is very clear.
We are not here to judge the world and we
are definitely against the use of violence� in
resolving the crisis.

His Eminence also said that Bishop
Dimitrios of Xanthos, a member of the del-
egation of clergy who recently traveled to
Serbia, was taking a $50,000 donation from
the Archdiocese to help the victims of the
conflict.

The Archbishop also answered ques-
tions on fasting, the Old Calendarists, Hel-
lenism and Christianity and reaching out to
young people who are unchurched.

The religious workshops focused on
�Partaking of the Divine Nature,� and a pre-
sentation on the Agape Canister Program
by Athan Stephanopoulos. The YAL will
place 100 canisters at various sites.

GANP/Maria Toliou
HIS EMINENCE with attendees of the 12th annual conference in New York.

BRONX, N.Y.�The Greek American
Institute, the historic parochial school of
Zoodohos Peghe Church, recently followed
the lead of His Eminence Archbishop
Spyridon in calling for the return of the Elgin
Marbles.

In his first official trip to Greece, the
Archbishop courageously stood in front of
the Acropolis and demanded the return of
the ancient artifacts. This proclamation and
bold stance rang across the world and in-
spired Hellenes and Philhellenes to continue
to protect the sacred monuments which they
have inherited.

PARTING IS such sorrow. The Karyatides, bid farewell to their sister, who has been abducted
by Lord Elgin; a touching scene from the Zoodohos Peghe Greek American Institute play.

School Calls for Return of Elgin Marbles

By Rev. Economos George Orfanakos

ons. They took an oath to the goddess
Athena that they would fight the Persians to
the best of their abilities. The children then
portrayed the ceremony thanking Athena for
their victory over the Persians. They pro-
ceeded to adorn her with clothing as a show
of their love and gratitude. Amongst those
were the six sisters called Karyatides. Their

love for each other was so strong that they
never wanted to be separated. They asked
the goddess to turn them into marble and
pledged to stand by her side through eter-
nity, ever protective of her and forever
bonded as sisters.

Although many people came to Greece
over the years in an effort to help, unfortu-

nately they caused much harm.
Under Turkish rule, Lord Elgin, the

ambassador of Great Britain, came to
Greece. He received permission from the
sultan to take sculptures from the Parthenon.
Along with the marbles, he also took one of
the six Karyatides. Separating the glorious
sisters. All that he took remains in the Brit-
ish museum to this day. The children reen-
acted this moment in a heartwrenching dis-
play, as the remaining Karyatides wept over
the loss of their sister.

Odysseus Androutsos, Georgios
Karaiskakis and Giannis Makrigiannis, were
dedicated as Greek heroes who fought for
the preservation of our roots and culture dur-
ing the revolution with the Turks. The stellar
performance took us to 1940 when the Ger-
mans invaded Greece. The courage of two
Greek heroes, Manolis Glezos and Apostolos
Santas, was apparent as they dared to take
down the flag with the Swastika from the
Acropolis and displayed the first act of resis-
tance against the Nazi in Europe.

In the end, the message of the play was
clear. Joining their voices with Archbishop
Spyridon�s, while using the words of Melina
Merkouri, the children of the Greek Ameri-
can Institute together exclaimed, �Whatever
belongs to my country must be returned!�

Father George Orfanakos is the Pastor
of the Zoodohos Peghe Greek Orthodox
Church. Videos of the performance may be
purchased by contacting the Community at
(718) 823-2030

In response to His Eminence�s mes-
sage, the Greek American Institute dedicated
their Greek Independence Day Play to the
history of the Greek monuments and their
role as symbols of their freedom.

The performance by the seventh and
eighth graders was written and directed by
Ismene Petroutsos, and choreographed by
Petros Fourniotis. Costumes were created
by Maria Fourniotis.

Through their combined efforts and
hard work, set design, stage presence, lyric,
rhyme and song they inspired all those who
were in attendance and challenged every-
one to become defenders of the ancient ar-
tifacts.

The play began with ancient Greek sol-
diers ceremoniously receiving their weap-

Bishop Alexios of Atlanta is joined by children of St.
George Church in Knoxville, Tenn., for a ground-
breaking ceremony April 18 for a two story religious
education classroom addition to the church hall.

Groundbreaking ceremony
Knoxville News-Sentinel photo/C. Owen

ROSLYN HEIGHTS, N.Y. � Archangel Michael
Church will conduct a liturgy for area �physically
and mentally challenged� individuals and their fami-
lies will be held May 15 at 10:30 a.m. A picnic will
follow at Hempstead Harbor Beach Park in nearby
Port Washington. Transportation to and from
church will be provided. More information: call
Nick Rontiris, (516) 352-2136.

Long Island Church to Hold
Liturgy for Handicapped
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IOCC expresses its gratitude to His Eminence Archbishop Spyridon
for his generosity in making this ad possible and his support to our humanitarian efforts.

I want to help IOCC continue to provide lifesaving assistance in
responce to emergencies�especially in Kosovo, Russia, Central
America and other places where help is urgently needed.Yes!

�

Here is my gift of:
½ $35   ½ $25   ½ $50   ½ $100   ½ Other $ _____

Your Name:__________________________________________

Address:_____________________________________________

City: __________________________ State:_____ Zip: _________

Phone Day: __________________ Evening: ___________________

RETURN YOUR CHECK WITH THIS REPLY FORM TO
IOCC, POST OFFICE BOX 630225,

BALTIMORE, MD 21263-0225
OR CALL TOLL-FREE 1-877-803-4622

TO MAKE A CREDIT CARD CONTRIBUTION

½ Enclosed is my check (made payable to IOCC)

½ Please charge my:         ½ Visa          ½ MasterCard

Acct. No.____________________________ Exp. Date: ____

Name on Card:____________________________________

Signature: ________________________________________

International Orthodox Christian Charities
International Orthodox Christian Charities, Inc. (IOCC) is a 501(c)3 organization
eligible to receive tax deductible contributions as allowed by law.
HEADQUARTERS: 711 West 40th Street, Suite 306, Baltimore, MD 21211
tel.(410) 243-9820 � fax:(410) 243-9824 � email:iocc@igc.apc.org � www.iocc.org

IOCC is Your Hand of
Compassion in the Balkans
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