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ARCHBISHOP�S THANKSGIVING ENCYCLICAL
situation is itself the very power of the Gospel, the power that
moves mountains.

Once again we observe as a nation the great holiday of
Thanksgiving. This holiday began as a celebration by the Pilgrims
of the Plymouth colony who -despite difficult times and adverse
conditions- found many reasons to be thankful, deeply thankful,
to the God of all creation.

We enjoy an even greater measure of material comfort than
the Pilgrims.  Do we not have so many more reasons to give
thanks to God? We have blessings of liberty that far surpass what
the earliest English settlers of our land ever knew.  Should we
not all the more exercise our freedom of religion to thank our
great Heavenly King? We have inherited immeasurable riches in
the Traditions of Holy Orthodoxy. How can our hearts not over-
flow with gratitude?  How can our lips not sing with praise? How
can our lives not show forth a spirit of continual thanksgiving
and rejoicing?

As we look back and meditate on the calendar year that is
soon to come to a close, let us all acknowledge the countless
ways in which God has shown His Fatherly care for us and for
our families. As our Divine Liturgy instructs us, �Let us give thanks
to the Lord for to Him belongs all glory, thanksgiving, and
worship, to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit,
now and ever and unto the ages of ages.  Amen.�

With paternal love and blessings,

Thanksgiving Day, 1998

To the Reverend Clergy, the Presidents of the Parish Coun-
cils, Monks and Nuns, the Philoptochos Societies, the Youth and
all devout Christians of the Holy Archdiocese of America

My Beloved Spiritual Children in Christ:

�In everything give thanks, for this is the will of God in
Christ Jesus concerning you�  (I Thess. 5:18).

Thanksgiving is the breath of the saints.  In good times and
in bad, the saints of Jesus Christ give thanks, for they see the
loving hand of God at work in all things.  Not for just an hour, not
for just a day, but throughout their lives, the saints fulfilled the
command of St. Paul to give thanks in everything.

Job the righteous sufferer, having lost his family and all his
possessions, said nevertheless, �Blessed be the name of the
Lord!�

The holy martyrs, in their agony, raised their hands to God
and thanked Him for the privilege of being counted worthy to die
like Christ. The Blessed Theotokos, though she knew that
a sword would pierce her heart, magnified the Lord and rejoiced
in God her Savior.

Our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, before His saving Passion
and Death, offered up the Mystical Supper as the first divine
eucharistia, which is the model for our own thanksgiving.

Thanksgiving Day, 1998
Thanksgiving is at the core of our calling as Christians; it is

an essential part of our life in Christ. A grateful spirit-even in
times of trouble and need-is itself a gift from God. The ability to
see the love of the Heavenly Father in every circumstance and Primate of the Greek Orthodox Church in America
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NEW YORK - Archbishop Spyridon trav-
eled to Washington on Nov. 12 in order to
petition government officials for the sake of
the persecuted Patriarchal Theological
School of Halki.

During the course of the day, the Arch-
bishop met with meeting at the White House
with President Clinton�s Chief of Staff John

Archbishop Spyridon Calls for Immediate Reopening of Halki
Church and the Greek Orthodox People of
Turkey. The Ecumenical Patriarchate is a
spiritual institution in the purest sense of
the word. She seeks no worldly gain or
power, only the spiritual enlightenment and
betterment of the human family. Halki must
be reopened so that the spiritual mission of
the Ecumenical Patriarchate can continue to

the government of the United States on be-
half of the Board of Trustees who were dis-
missed, as the Observer goes to press, there
has only been a promise by the Turkish gov-
ernment that the situation will be reviewed.

In his letter to President Clinton, the
Archbishop pointed out that the Turkish
government had:

�. . . effected these egregious dismiss-

als within days after you signed legislation
passed by the Congress of the United States
which confirmed the basic rights of the Ecu-
menical Patriarchate of Constantinople both
to operate freely and to reopen its vener-
able Theological School of Halki. This high-
handed measure by the Turkish authorities
stands, therefore, as an open act of defiance
against the American people and their gov-
ernment, as well as an act of repression
against the native Turkish citizenry of Or-
thodox faith.�

In the last 12 months, Archbishop
Spyridon has led the Archdiocese to inform
the American public consciousness about
concerns and issues of the Ecumenical Pa-
triarchate of Constantinople.

After the bombing of the Patriarchal
compound in December 1997, the murder
of a Greek Orthodox Christian at a church
in Constantinople, the vandalism of
churches in Constantinople and the island
of Imvros, and the desecration of the cem-
etery in Kurtulus, the Archbishop has con-
sistently called upon civic and religious lead-
ers to come to the aid and defense of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate.

His Eminence concluded his letter to
President Clinton with a reminder of the visit
of His All Holiness only last year:

�When His All Holiness Ecumenical
Patriarch Bartholomew visited the United
States last year, he brought a message of
peace, love and reconciliation. This latest
move by the Turkish government is yet an-
other attempt to silence the universal mes-
sage of Orthodox Christianity.�

The Archbishop was accompanied to
Washington by Bishop George of Komanon,
who serves as a Public Affairs Representative
of the Archbishop in Washington, John
Catsimatidis (Vice Chairman of the Arch-
diocesan Council), Andrew Manatos, John
Mavroudis, and clergy of the Archdiocese.

ARCHBISHOP SPYRIDON with White House Chief of Staff John Podesta during His
Eminence�s visit to the White House to discuss the Halki issue.          (D. Panagos photos)

Podesta, with a delegation at the State De-
partment and Amnesty International.

Following the meetings, the Archbishop
issued this statement:

�We will not rest until we achieve jus-
tice and freedom for the our Holy Mother

serve humanity with its best and brightest.�
The Archbishop is preparing a major en-

cyclical (see the Pastoral Reflections on page
8) that is calling for the immediate reopen-
ing of Halki.  Although there has been con-
structive intervention and engagement by

HIS EMINENCE talks with State Department officials Assistant Secretary of State for
European and Canadian Affairs Mark Grossman, Acting Assistant Secretary of State Gare
Smith and Special Representative of the Secretary of State for International Religious
Freedom, Bob Seiple.
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WASHINGTON, DC�The 55th meet-
ing of the North American Orthodox-Catho-
lic Theological Consultation took place at St.
Paul�s College Oct. 29-31.

The consultation is chaired jointly by
Metropolitan Maximos of Ainou, the Pitts-
burgh Diocese bishop, and Archbishop
Rembert Weakland of Milwaukee.

The meeting was attended for the first
time by Bishop Dimitrios of Xanthos, the
new Ecumenical Officer of the Archdiocese.

The consultation continued its study of
baptism and mutual recognition of sacra-
ments, and is working towards issuing a joint
statement on this topic. The meeting also
heard reports about various events in the lives
of both churches, and considered the rela-
tionship between the North American Con-
sultation and the International Orthodox-
Catholic Dialogue which plans the meet next
June in Emmitsburg, Md., hosted by the Ro-
man Catholic Archdiocese of Baltimore.

The participants also examined a docu-
ment, �Towards a Common Date for Eas-
ter,� produced by a consultation held in
Aleppo, Syria, in 1997 and sponsored by the
World Council of Churches and the Middle
East Council of Churches. They issued a
statement strongly supporting the con-
sultation�s recommendations.

On Oct. 30, the consultation met at the
National Conference of Catholic Bishops
(NCCB), and heard a presentation from Fr.
John Hotchkin, executive director of the
Secretariat for Ecumenical and Interreligious
Affairs (SEIA), about the Joint Declaration on
Justification between the Catholic Church
and the Lutheran World Federation. The
members were then joined at lunch by the
SEIA staff; Bruce Egnew, NCCB Association
general secretary; and Bishop George of
Komanon of the Archdiocese.

The North American Catholic-Orthodox
Theological Consultation is sponsored jointly
by the Bishop�s Committee for Ecumenical
and Interreligious Affairs and the Standing
Conference of Canonical Orthodox Bishops
in the Americas.

It was the first official dialogue between
the two churches, founded in 1965 and pre-
dating the international dialogue by 15 years.
Another body, the Joint Committee of Or-
thodox and Catholic Bishops, has been
meeting annually since 1981 to discuss pas-
toral issues between the two churches.

55th Orthodox-Roman
Catholic Consultation
Continues Work

Archbishop Spyridon Convenes
Monastic Leaders in Texas

KENDALIA, Texas � Archbishop
Spyridon and leaders and representatives of
12 recently founded monastic communities
that continue the witness of the 1,100-year-
old tradition of Mt. Athos, met Nov. 3-5 at
Holy Archangels Greek Orthodox Monastery
in Kendalia, Texas to promote the Athonite
monastic movement in the United States.

ARCHBISHOP SPYRIDON and monastic representatives arrive at Archangels Monastery in
Kendalia, Texas.           (D. Panagos photo)

which the monks have pledged to tend in
reverence to the those buried there. Mus-
lims of Turkish, Arabic, Iraqi and Iranian ori-
gin repose in peace and safety on the mon-
astery grounds. Their relatives return from
time to time to pay their respect to their re-
lations and a debt of gratitude to the monks
who care for them.

Among his activities at the conference, the
Archbishop officiated at the Thyranoixia ( the
Opening of the Doors) of the monastic church
in Kendalia, which was built on the site of an
abandoned mosque. He also enthroned the
newly-elected Abbot, Fr. Dositheos.

In services on Nov. 4-5, the Archbishop
ordained two deacons and two priests. In a
private meeting with the heads of the mo-
nastic communities, he presented the frame-
work of a proposed charter that will serve
to establish Orthodox Monastic practice in
America in continuity with the ancient tra-
dition of Mt. Athos.

Along with monastics from both male
and female institutions, over 800 visitors and
guests attended the three-day festivities sur-
rounding the official opening of the main
church edifice.

That Orthodox Christianity can sustain
a burgeoning monastic tradition, even as it
struggles through a variety of evolutionary
pains, is a testament to the flexibility of an
ancient and rigorous practice. The diversity
and multicultural cacophony of American re-
ligious and cultural life has become a most
promising vineyard for the most traditional
forms of Christian witness. It is about the
accommodations that the spiritual life can
make to the complexities of American cul-
ture, that make it possible for it to reside
comfortably in the heart of American Prot-
estant culture.

Holy Archangels Monastery is a living
reminder of the complexity and flexibility of
American culture. The complex had been a
Sufi Muslim retreat center. It  closed in 1983.

Remaining behind is a Muslim cemetery

Following in the footsteps of Ecumeni-
cal Patriarch Bartholomew, who visited the
Monastery of St. Anthony in Florence, Ariz.,
Archbishop Spyridon admonished the
monastics concerning their role in the
Church and in the larger American Society.

�Imagine, my brothers and sisters, just
what is happening here. You are a model of
life lived in the Lord. Monastic life is a search
for God. Monastic life is being present to
God. Monastic life is the anticipation of God
- it is the eschatological life of the age to
come lived out in the current age. Monks at
peace with one another are a source of peace
for the entire world. The peace and serenity
of your communal life will impress upon the
world the truth of Christ�s love. The things
you accomplish here are not the result of
misguided choices by fanatics, nor are they
the syncretistic eclecticism of arbitrary val-
ues, but they are grounded in the firm foun-
dation of Jesus Christ.�

The Archbishop also presented to the
assembled abbots and abbesses of the mon-
asteries around the United States, the char-
ter proposed by the Holy Eparchial Synod.
This charter would serve as a constitutional
framework for the monasteries that exist
now, and for any future monasteries future.

The Archbishop also affirmed that the
tradition and Typikon of Mt. Athos, which
has inspired monasticism throughout the
Orthodox world for centuries, must remain
the standard for American monasticism. This
is all the more appropriate when one con-
siders that Mt. Athos, like the Greek Ortho-
dox Archdiocese of America, is under the
jurisdiction of the Ecumenical Patriarchate.

METROPOLITAN DIONYSIOS of Chios recently visited Archdiocese headquarters where he
met with Archbishop Spyridon, who hosted a luncheon in his honor. Also present were
Bishops Philotheos of Meloa and Vikentios of Apameia.            (D. Panagos photo)
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As of November 20, 1998 the De-
partment of Communications of the
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America
is pleased to announce that Mr. Stavros
H. Papagermanos has been named the
Managing Editor of the Orthodox Ob-
server.

Mr. Papagermanos came to the

Archdiocese in 1995 as the Production
and Advertising Manager of the paper.

In addition, the Orthodox Observer
welcomes Ms. Zoe Gnesoulis as the new
full time Production Assistant. Ms.
Gnesoulis had been responsible for cir-
culation on a part-time basis since Sep-
tember of 1997.

News of the Orthodox Observer

MANAGING EDITOR:
Stavros H. Papagermanos
EDITOR:
Jim Golding (Chryssoulis)
PRODUCTION ASSISTANT:
Zoe Gnesoulis
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT:
Irene Kyritsis

CONTRIBUTING EDITORS: Nicholas Manginas
Eleni Daniels
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St. Photios Foundation
Trustees Named

NEW YORK � Over the next several
months, Ionian Village Director Michael A.
Pappas will visit parishes throughout the
United States to deliver presentations on the
Ionian Village program.

His multi-media talk will discuss the
current program, give an overview of its his-
tory and contribution to the Archdiocese,
and highlight future plans.

This is an opportunity for everyone who
is interested in Ionian Village, especially
teen-agers and young adults, and for their
parents and families, to learn more about
the summer program.

The following two presentations have
already been scheduled:

Dec. 4 � Annunciation Cathedral, Bal-
timore, 7:30 p.m.

Jan. 30 � Holy Cross Church, Belmont,
Calif., 10:30 a.m.; Divine Liturgy begins at 9 a.m.
All neighboring parishes are invited.

Presentations also are  planned for New
York, New Jersey, Chicago and other locations.

For more information, or to schedule a
presentation, contact the Ionian Village of-
fice, (212) 570-3534.

Ionian Village
Presentations Planned

NEW YORK � The Archdiocese Benefits
Committee, meeting on Nov. 10 for a peri-
odic review of its ongoing programs, reaf-
firmed there will be a 5 percent increase in
benefits in January, according to Fr. Peter
Karloutsos, outgoing chairman of the ABC.

Fr. Karloutsos noted that �because of
the good work done by the investment com-
mittee and benefits office, we�ve been able
to increase benefits by 10 percent overall
since 1997.�

He praised the efforts of former ABC
Chairman Fr. Constantine Eliades, and the
diocese representatives and subcommittees.

Fr. Karloutsos also said: �I look forward
to the continuing good work that we have
done under the (benefits office) directorship
of Katherine Peters and that the benefits of-
fice will continue to serve the needs of clergy
and lay employees.�

New officers were selected. They are:
Fr. James Moulketis of Wyckoff, N.Y., chair-
man; Fr. Panagiotis Giannakopoulos, vice
chairman; and Fr. James Roussakis of
Clearwater, Fla., secretary.

The  committee oversees the pension
disability, confidential assistance, life insur-
ance, benevolence and health plan pro-
grams. It includes three subcommittees:
administration, investments and health plan.

Diocese representatives are: the Very
Rev. Timothy Bakakos (Chicago), Frs.

Benefits Committee Reviews Programs, Selects New Officers

Stratton Dorozenski (Detroit), Panagiotis
Giannakopoulos (Boston), Peter Karloutsos
(New York), Stephen Kyriacou (San Fran-
cisco), James Roussakis (Atlanta), James
Moulketis (New Jersey), Paul Patitsas (Pitts-
burgh) and Costa Pavlakos (Denver).

Ex officio members include: the Very
Rev. George Passias, Frs. Constantine
Eliades and Chris P. Kerhules, Presbytera
Margaret Orfanakos and Katherine Peters.

Advisors are George Chelpon and Tom

Monfried.
A few days before the ABC meeting, the

Investment subcommittee held one of its
periodic meetings to review the status of
assets and investments.

The subcommittee recommends to the
ABC how to allocate those assets and makes
recommendations on managers to make
investments.

Currently the investment plan has some
$40 million in assets.

NEW YORK - Archbishop Spyridon has
announced the appointment of the Very Rev.
Archimandrite John A. Heropoulos as chancel-
lor of the Diocese of Detroit, effective Jan. 1.

His Eminence made the annoucement
at a meeting of the Diocese of Detroit Clergy
on Nov. 14 at St. John Church, Sterling
Heights, Mich.

Fr. John Heropoulos served as director
of the Office of the Archbishop from August
1996, when he arrived in Venice, Italy, to
assist in the transition of newly elected Arch-
bishop Spyridon to America, until Oct. 1,
when he left to pursue an educational sab-
batical.

A Massachusetts native, Fr. John is a
graduate of Hellenic College and Holy Cross
School of Theology, Brookline. Following
graduation in 1989, he was deacon to former
Archbishop Iakovos for five years before
being assigned as an assistant priest at St.
Nicholas Church, Flushing, N.Y. He also
served for one year as pastor of St. Paraskevi
Church, Greenlawn, N.Y., before joining the
staff of Archbishop Spyridon.

Fr. Heropoulos Named
Detroit Diocese Chancellor

ST. AUGUSTINE, Fla. � The following
members have been named to the St.
Photios Foundation Inc. Board of Trustees.

Officers: Archbishop Spyridon, chair-
man; Archbishop Iakovos, chairman emeritus;
Bishop John of Amorion, president; Dr. George
Croffead, Ted Pappas and Harry Cavalaris, vice
presidents; George Parandes, treasurer; and
Fr. Nicholas Manousakis, secretary.

Diocesan Representatives: New York
� Georgia Klamson and Dr. Dean Vafiadis;
New Jersey � Dr. George Kiriakopoulos;
Chicago � Helene Stavrakas; Pittsburgh �
Angelo Koukoulis; Denver � Harry Plomarity
Atlanta � V. Rev. Nicholas Graff, Peter
Bouras, Eula Carlos, Marcia Fotopoulos,
Charles Masterpolis, Dr. William Scaljon,
Dr. Manuel Tissura, and Steve Xynidis.

Ex-Officio: Bishop Dimitrios of Xan-
thos, Archdiocesan coordinator; Dr. An-
thony Limberakis, Order of St. Andrew;
Evanthea Condakes, National Philoptochos;
Lee George Rallis, AHEPA; Andrew Athens,
United Hellenic American Congress;
Alexandra Khalifa, Jacksonville parish rep-
resentative; Mikae Gaetanos, St. Augustine
parish; Michael Politis, Daytona Beach par-
ish; Ernest Villas, honorary member.

NEW YORK � Archbishop Spyridon an-
nounced on Nov. 16 the appointment of Fr.
Costa Sitaras as director of St. Basil Acad-
emy in Garrison, N.Y., effective Dec. 1.

He had previously served as director
from 1980 to 84. Fr. Sitaras has served the
Archdiocese in several capacities since his
graduation from Holy Cross School of The-
ology in 197l, beginning in the summer of
1972 when he was named assistant direc-
tor of Ionian Village in Greece.

He served as pastor of Holy Apostles
Church, Duluth, Minn., from 1972-74. From
1974-86 he was executive director of the
Ionian Village and, concurrently, from 1979-
81 Fr. Costa was Youth Office director.

In 1984 Fr. Costa assumed responsi-
bility for the Office of Stewardship Ministry
and the LOGOS program until late 1996
when he was assigned as pastor of the
Church of Our Saviour in Rye, N.Y. He also
headed the Clergy Benefits Office from
1988-94.

A native of Baltimore, Fr. Costa and
Presbytera Georgia have one son, Basil, a
freshman at the University of Rochester (NY).

Fr. Sitaras Named
St. Basil Academy Director

BETHESDA, Md. � The Rev. Deacon
James T. Paris was ordained to the Holy
Priesthood on Nov. 1 by Bishop George of
Komanon at St. George Church. Fr. Thomas
J. Paris, dean of Ascension Cathedral in Oak-
land, Calif., and the father of Rev. James,
was present to witness his first-born son�s
ordination.

Fr. James graduated from Holy Cross
School of Theology, earning his M. Div. with
highest distinction. He later completed his
M.A./M.S. at Catholic University of America
in Washington, and completed his course
and language requirements for his Ph.D. in
Byzantine Studies with minors in canon law
and Greek patristics.

Fr. James has served the Church in
many capacities as reader, chanter, teacher,
pastoral assistant, youth director and dea-
con. He is serving St. George as assistant
priest and pastor, and is a member of the
North American Patristics Society.

Priest Ordained

A R C H D I O C E S E   N E W S

ARCHBISHOP SPYRIDON greets Archbishop Iakovos at the
recent 40th anniversary celebration for St. Michael�s Home
held in Manhattan.     (D. Panagos photos)

NEW YORK � St.
Michael�s Home hosted
its 40th anniversary din-
ner-dance at the Hotel
Pierre on Nov. 6.

This celebration
was a tribute to the
Home�s founders. The
facility opened in Yon-
kers, N.Y. on May 25,
1958.

For over four de-
cades, St. Michael�s has
provided countless eld-
erly members of the
Greek Orthodox com-
munity with quality care
and assistance in a warm
safe environment.

All proceeds will be
used to retire the
$400,000 loan which
was secured to complete
the recent renovation
and expansion program.

40th Anniversary Celebration Held

HONOREES Mr. and Mrs. Michael Cantonis with His Eminence, Fr. Andonios Paropoulos
and Nikitas Drakotos.

MEMBERS OF the Archdiocese Benefits Committee.               (Orthodox Observer photo)
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NEW YORK � National Philoptochos
President Eve Condakes announced recently
that the 7th National Greek Ladies Philo-
ptochos Children�s Medical Fund Luncheon
will take place Oct. 2, 1999 in Parsippany,
N.J.

The Children�s Medical Fund was insti-
tuted in 1989 to assist Greek Orthodox Chil-
dren afflicted with life threatening illnesses.

Next Philoptochos Medical Fund Luncheon Set
After three successful luncheons in New

York City, the National Board brought the
luncheon to Atlanta in 1993; Washington in
1995 and Boston in 1997.

Aspasia Melis, Greek secretary of the
National Board, will chair the luncheon. She
is currently president of the New Jersey Dio-
cese Philoptochos and a member of St. John
the Baptist Church in Tenafly.

NEW YORK � Greek Orthodox Tele-
communications (GOTelecom), the televi-
sion ministry of the Greek Orthodox Arch-
diocese of America, has been directly in-
volved in  production of the  A& E World
Premiere Special Presentation, �The Rise of
Christianity: The First Thousand Years�. Part
One airs on Sunday, Nov. 29 from 9-11 p.m.
ET; followed by Part Two on Monday, Nov.
30 from  9-ll p.m.

GOTelecom assisted in the selection of
experts for interviews and offered hundreds
of hours of EMMY-award winning videotape
for use in the production. Also, Nicholas
Furris, GOTelecom, producer/director, in-
terviewed Bishop Kallistos Ware of Diokleia,
one of Orthodoxy Christianity�s most re-
nowned and respected theologians, for the
production.

The A&E Presentation explores the fas-
cinating story Western civilization�s most in-
fluential religious movement and immerses
viewers in a panorama of miracles, astonish-
ing revelations and fulfilled prophecies.

Part One of The Rise of Christianity
chronicles Christianity�s earliest moments

GOTelecom Facilitates A&E Special Presentation:
the Rise of Christianity: the First 1,000 Years

when, 50 days after the crucifixion of Jesus,
wind and tongues of fire descended upon
his followers and filled them �with the Holy
Spirit� birthing a new religion.

Although Rome soon began a system-
atic campaign to destroy Christianity, its fer-
vent converts preaching throughout the
Mediterranean and the period� s great think-
ers helped it to spread and flourish.

In 312 AD, the powerful Emperor
Constantine officially put a stop to the per-
secution, embraced Christianity and with his
church officials, helped craft the New Tes-
tament recognized today.

Part Two finds Christianity flourishing
in the new environment from the Balkans
to Persis, but Christianity was about to face
another major obstacle in the guise of the
religion of Islam which was quickly sweep-
ing through the Mediterranean and Europe.

However Christianity continued to sur-
vive through the Dark Ages and by the year
1,000, all of Europe had seemingly con-
verted, and 1,000 years after the death of
Jesus, much of the known world would be
considered part of Christendom.

NEW YORK � The Archdiocese ex-
pressed shocked to learn of the arbitrary,
unilateral decision taken in October by the
New York State Education Department to end
the state Modern Greek language exams.

The Education Department eliminated
the annual sample examinations for Regents
credit for students who have studied Mod-
ern Greek without warning to the schools,
teachers and students affected by such a
decision.

While all the foreign-language Regents

Archdiocese Takes Action to Save Greek Regents Exams

MEMBERS of the committee meet with Archbishop Spyridon at the Archdiocese on Nov.
16 to discuss strategy for their presentation to state education officials on the 18th to
reinstate the Greek regents exam.               (Orthodox Observer photo)

the concerns of the Archdiocese.
Mr. Comack, indicated that the issues

has been placed on a �fast track� for resolu-
tion and that he expects further word from
the State Education Department by Nov. 25.

The Archdiocesan delegation, in addition
to Mr. Comack of St. Paul�s Cathedral,
Hempstead, included: Rev. George Stavro-
poulos, Holy Trinity Church, Hicksville, rep-
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examinations are to be phased out in the
year 2001, the Greek language exams were
singled out for a sudden and early demise,
along with Russian, Polish, Mandarin Chi-
nese, Japanese and Ukrainian.

Upon learning of this decision, a
stunned Archbishop Spyridon sent a letter
to all the faithful of New York state saying
that the Education Department�s action �de-
values the time, efforts and financial invest-
ment that the families of the Greek Ortho-
dox church have made over the course of

many years in the system of day schools
and afternoon Greek schools.

The Archdiocese organized phone and
petition drives in an effort to reverse this
decision.

Archbishop Spyridon established a Coa-
lition of interested clergy, laity and educa-
tors, to actively reverse the recently an-
nounced policy of the New York State Edu-

cation Department to change the policy re-
garding  Regents credits and the annual
Modern Greek Language Examination.

As a result of a meeting of some 60 rep-
resentatives of area Greek language and pa-
rochial schools, clergy and parishes, a com-
mittee was appointed to go to Albany on
Wednesday, Nov. 18, to meet with Educa-
tion Department officials. According to Chair-
man James Comack, the meeting was highly
productive with both sides having an oppor-
tunity to discuss their positions, and construc-
tive proposals were raised to directly address

resenting His Eminence; Maria Makedon,
assistant director of the Archdiocese Office
of Education; Alex Pritsos, president of the
school board/after-school program at St.
Nicholas Church, Flushing ; Dr. Constantine
Rizopoulos, supervising principal, St.
Demetrios School, Astoria; Dean Galitsis,
district supervisor for Foreign Languages,
Hicksville School District; Charles
Capetanakis, Community School Board, Dis-
trict 20, NYC Board of Education, and Peter
Vlitas, board president of Sts. Constantine and
Helen Cathedral, Brooklyn.
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T he 1,000th anniversary of the
founding of Xenophontos Monas-
tery at Mount Athos was celebrated
with exceptional magnificence and

reverence in the presence of Ecumenical Pa-
triarch Bartholomew.

HUNDREDS OF faithful attend the celebration of the Monastery�s millennial anniversary.

Visit Celebrates 1,000 Years of Monastery�s History

By Nicholas Manginas

and we wouldn�t have to worry and prey
for better conditions for the survival at the
Phanar; we would not need the laws voted
by stronger states in recognition of the sig-
nificant role of the Patriarchate, laws through
which all are called to assist in the continu-
ation of this great tradition and presence and
not to insist any more on asphyxiating types
of behavior towards it.�

This historic anniversary was honored
by the arrival at Xenophontos Monastery of
Greek Prime Minister Kostantinos Simitis on
Oct. 26.

During the doxology at the Katholikon
of the Monastery, the Church of St. George,
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew wel-
comed with joy the Greek Prime Minister
and said in his address: �We believe that
our meeting with your Excellency at the Holy
Mountain is particularly significant, because
the interest of both of us in it and the frame-
work of our responsibilities aim at the pres-
ervation through common contribution and
the promotion of this world famed and very
original monastic community.

The constitutionally safeguarded eccle-
siastical and legal status of the Holy Moun-
tain by the Hellenic Republic provides for
the cooperation with: a) the Ecumenical
Patriarch, as its bishop, b) the Hellenic Re-
public, as responsible for the preservation
of the order and security and for the super-
vision of the compliance with the institu-
tions of the Holy Mountain, and c) its monks,
organized according to ancient institutions
in 20 self-governing monasteries and in their
collective organ, the Holy Community.

Collaboration among these three fac-
tors is necessary and beneficial to the Holy
Mountain and to all those who care for it.
For this reason, one-sided actions have to
be avoided because they usually bring
trouble.

The Ecumenical Patriarchate exercises
its spiritual jurisdiction with great affection
and discretion, hoping that the intervention
of the Hellenic Republic is inspired by these
feelings towards both the Holy Mountain
and the Ecumenical Patriarchate.

In this sense the meeting of all of us in
this Holy Place, which enjoys our common
love and affection, gains a symbolic charac-
ter and expresses the common will for our
ordered cooperation for the good of the
Holy-Mountain and of the entire world.�

In his welcoming address to the Prime
Minister, the Abbot of the Monastery Fr.
Alexis said: �We, the hermit-citizens of Holy
Athos justifiably boast in being subject to
the revered spiritual jurisdiction of the Ecu-
menical Patriarchate and for the fact that this
land constitutes an indispensable part of our
beloved country, Greece. For this reason,
our joy is fulfilled, as we have in our midst,
the two archons of our Church and of our
Nation. Gratitude fills our hearts for Your
honorary presence in our celebrating Mon-
astery of St. Xenophon.�

In his reply, Prime Minister Simitis
stressed the capital significance which he
ascribes to the historical role of the Ecumeni-
cal Patriarchate and added: �We surround
it with respect and honor and we recognize
the international radiance of its initiatives for
the strengthening of peace in the world, the
protection of the environment and the unity
of the Churches.�

Then, the Prime Minister, referring to
the anniversary of the Monastery, stressed:
�To the Holy Xenophontos Monastery,
which celebrates its thousandth anniversary,
we extend our warmest wishes that it con-
tinues its well known creative task of spiri-
tual and building reconstruction and reno-
vation, which the living and numerous fra-
ternity has undertaken under the guidance
of our beloved Geron Alexios.�

The Holy Mountain is under the spiri-
tual jurisdiction of the Ecumenical Patriarch-
ate and the Ecumenical Patriarch is the
bishop of the Athonite monastic community.

The celebrations were attended by
Archbishop Christodoulos of Athens and All
Greece, President of the Hellenic Republic
Mr. Konstantinos Stephanopoulos, hierarchs
of the Ecumenical Throne and the Church
of Greece, the President of the Hellenic Par-
liament Mr. Apostolos Kaklamanis, minis-
ters, Members of Parliament, the Civil Gov-
ernor of Mount Athos Mr. Stavros Psycharis,
other officials and numerous pilgrims.

Highlight of the celebrations was the
Divine Liturgy at the Katholikon of the Mon-
astery, the Church of St. George. Patriarch
Bartholomew and Archbishop Christodoulos
co-officiated together with hierarchs of the
Patriarchate and the Church of Greece, as
well as Abbot Alexios of Xenophontos Mon-
astery and other abbots of Athonite monas-
teries.

In his address during the Divine Liturgy,
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew de-
scribed as �an angel pleasing day� the mo-
mentous 1,000th anniversary of the
Xenophontos Monastery.

After referring to the significant spiri-
tual achievement of the Monastery through
the centuries, Patriarch Bartholomew com-
mented on the work of the Mother Church
saying: �The Mother Church does not fight,
She saves; does not condemn but forgives;
does not bring death but life; does not di-
vide but cures; does not judge but advises;
does not curse but prays; does not dispar-
age but honors; does not demote but pro-
motes; does not bring sorrow but joy; does
not bring uproar but peace; does not perse-
cute but takes care and acts beneficially to
humanity.�

In his speech at the monastery�s chapel
the President of the Hellenic Republic Mr.
Konstantinos talked about the exceptional
significance of the event of the completion
of a thousand years since the founding of
Xenophontos Monastery.

He also referred to the person of Ecu-
menical Patriarch Bartholomew saying:
�Through His presence he elevates the pres-
tige of the Orthodox Church, carries it ev-
erywhere in the world, becomes a vector
not only of the teachings of the Orthodox
faith but also of the modern needs of hu-
mans and of our society. He is welcomed
everywhere with reverence, recognition,
honor and this-Your All Holiness allow me
to say-also reflects in Greece. I do not over-
look the ecumenicity of the Patriarchate. To
the contrary. Yet, allow me to say that re-
specting this ecumenicity and recognizing
its value we here in Greece claim part of the
ecumenicity and part of Your prestige and
part of Your presence. Of course the Ecu-
menical Patriarchate is an institution which
stands above Greece but Greece believes
that she too partakes in it.�

Then the President made mention to
the relations between the Ecumenical Patri-
archate and Turkey saying: �I make a simple
thought: how much more effective and pref-
erable would it not be for the Turkish Re-
public to promote the Patriarchate which is
located in its own land, receive part of the
honor that belongs to the Patriarchate, par-
ticipate in its contribution and recognition.
This would be extremely important to us all

A VIEW of Xenophontos Monastery from the approach by sea.       (N. Manginas photos)

HIS ALL Holiness with Greece�s President Costis Stephanopoulos.

PRIME MINISTER of Greece Costas Simitis addresses Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew
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Meet the Archdiocesan Council�s Executive Committee,

Ecclesiastically, the Archdiocese is administered
by the Archbishop, assisted by the Holy Eparchial
Synod, who are under the authority of the Ecumeni-
cal Patriarch and Holy and Sacred Synod of the Ecu-

menical Patriarchate.
The temporal and financial affairs of the Archdio-

cese are administered by the Archdiocesan Council, the
advisory and consultative body to the Archbishop, which in-

terprets and implements the decisions of the Clergy-Laity Congress. The Coun-
cil possesses interim legislative authority between congresses.

The Council�s Executive Committee consists of nine members, who act as
fiduciaries of the Archdiocese as a not-for-profit religious corporation under
the laws of the State of New York. Three of the Council members are elected
by their peers and six are appointed by His Eminence.

The following individuals have received the high honor of membership
on the Executive Committee for the 1998-2000 term. They are among the
most qualified and talented individuals selected to serve the Church.

John Catsimatidis
John Catsimatidis was born in Greece

in 1948 and came to the United States with
his parents as an infant.

Mr. Catsimatidis is chairman and chief
executive officer of the Red Apple Group Inc.,
a privately held company with annual sales
of over $2 billion and 10,000 employees.

The Red Apple Group is a diversified
company with holdings in a wide variety of
operations. These include United Refining
of Warren, Pa., a mid-sized oil refinery op-
erating 354 convenience stores and filling
stations in Northwestern New York and

Western Pennsylvania; the supermarket
chains of Sloan�s and Gristede�s, which is
the largest chain in Manhattan with 50
stores. He founded Red Apple while still in
college.

Mr. Catsimatidis also has extensive
commercial real estate holdings in New
York, Florida and New Jersey, and owns a
worldwide commercial charter and aircraft
leasing company, �Capitol Air Express� (Mr.
Catsimatidis is himself a pilot).

He is also owner and editor of the Hel-
lenic Times, one of the major Greek Ameri-
can newspapers printed in English in the
United States, which he purchased in the
mid-1970s from the late journalist Harry
Stathos.

Mr. Catsimatidis is the former chairman
of HANAC, and is co-chairman and founder
of the Brooklyn Technical High School En-
dowment Foundation. Its $10 million fund
is the largest gift to a secondary school in
the United States.

He is director of New York Police Ath-
letic League, funds the John Catsimatidis
Scholarship Fund at the New York Univer-
sity School of Business, and was a past presi-
dent (5-year term) of the Manhattan Coun-
cil of the Boy Scouts of America.

Raised in New York, Mr. Catsimatidis
attended New York University. He and his
wife, Margo, have two children: daughter
Andrea John, and son John Andreas Jr. They
attend Holy Trinity Cathedral in New York.

Peter J. Pappas
Peter J. Pappas is chief executive officer

and president of P.J. Mechanical Corp., in New
York. He also owns other mechanical compa-
nies and is a major real-estate investor.

Mr. Pappas began his career while at-
tending New York University, training with
leading equipment manufacturers in the field
of commercial air conditioning.

In 1971 Mr. Pappas founded P.J. Me-
chanical and, one year later, Delta Sheet
Metal Corp. � today among the largest firms
in their fields.

Mr. Pappas is a Greek/Cypriot Ameri-
can. Married in 1961, he is the father of three
children and five grandchildren. He resides
in Nassau County and is a member of St.
Demetrios Church in Merrick.

Mr. Pappas is an Archon of the Order of
St. Andrew and a member of Leadership 100.

He holds the office of president of
HANAC, (Hellenic American Neighborhood
Action Committee), a non-profit social ser-
vices organization that operates low-income
and elderly housing, medical services, and
home meal delivery in Metropolitan New
York.

He also is a member of several other

Nicholas J. Bouras
Nicholas J. Bouras was born in Pontiac,

Mich., and grew up in Chicago. He gradu-
ated from the Northwestern University
School of Commerce in Evanston in 1955.

Mr. Bouras was employed by United
States Steel Corporation from 1940 to 1960
in manufacturing and sales. He left U.S. Steel
in 1960 to start up his own steel construc-
tion firm with his wife, Anna K. Bouras.

At present, he is owner and president
of Bouras Industries, Inc., which consists of
five companies operating four manufactur-
ing plants in New Jersey, Pennsylvania and
South Carolina, with nearly 600 employees.

Mr. Bouras helped found Holy Trinity
Greek Orthodox Church in Westfield, N.J.,
where he has been a building committee
member for 33 years, and served as a past
president and chairman. He has also served
on both the Archdiocesan Council and Na-
tional Board of the Order to St. Andrew the
Apostle for 20 years.

Mr. Bouras enlisted in the U.S. Army
Air Corps in 1942 and spent three years (18
months in combat) in Europe. He flew 44

George D. Behrakis
George D. Behrakis is the chairman of

Gainsborough Investments LLC. He is also
the recently retired president and chief ex-
ecutive officer of Muro Pharmaceuticals,
Inc., a manufacturer of pharmaceuticals re-
lated to respiratory diseases, allergies, and
immunology. He retired from Muro in June
1998, after 20 years with the company.

Mr. Behrakis, a native of Lowell, Mass.,
earned his B.S. degree in pharmaceutical sci-
ence from Northeastern University in 1957.
He is a member of Holy Trinity Church, in
Lowell, Mass.

He has been awarded an honorary
Doctor of Humane Letters by the Univer-
sity of Massachusetts at Lowell in 1997 and

Andrew A. Athens
In 1950, Mr. Athens co-founded Metron

Steel Corporation in Chicago, a major steel ser-
vice center in the Midwest, and served as its
president and CEO from 1950 through 1991.

Mr. Athens is a trustee of the Cyprus
Relief Fund of America, the Cyprus Child-
ren�s Fund, the Archbishop Makarios Schol-
arship Fund, and Hellenic College / Holy
Cross School of Theology. He is a member
of the Annunciation Cathedral in Chicago.

In 1974, he founded the United Hel-
lenic American Congress (UHAC) and pres-
ently serves as its national chairman.

Mr. Athens has dedicated himself to the
service of the Greek Orthodox Church and to
Hellenism worldwide. He is Chairman Emeri-
tus and past chairman (1986-1996) of Leader-
ship 100. Through his efforts and leadership,
an endowment of $50 million is being built.

combat missions in medium bombers as a
lead bombardier and navigator until the end
of the war in Europe. Discharged with the
rank of major, he was awarded the Distin-
guished Flying Cross, eight Air Medals and
five Battle Stars.

He also is President Emeritus of the Arch-
diocesan Council.

In 1991 Mr. Athens received the
Athenagoras Human Rights Award from the
Order of St. Andrew and was a member of
President Bush�s Presidential Delegation to
the funeral of Patriarch Dimitrios.

In 1993, he was honored with the
Bronze Medal of the Order of St. Innocent,
Apostle of America, by the Holy Synod of
Bishops of the Orthodox Church in America.

In 1992, Mr. Athens co-founded Inter-
national Orthodox Christian Charities and
served as honorary chairman. Under his
leadership, IOCC has earned White House
and U.S. government recognition as a lead-
ing humanitarian organization, winning pub-
lic acclamation for its charitable contribu-
tions to humanity.

In 1995 Mr. Athens was elected the first
world president of the Council of Hellenes
Abroad (SAE) and was re-elected in 1997
for another two-year term.

SAE is an  international movement that
unites 7 million Hellenes around the world
with 10 million in Greece under one non-
profit, non-governmental organization.

Currently, SAE has initiated an effort to
support Hellenes in the former Soviet Union.
Medical diagnostic centers are being estab-
lished in areas where there is a strong Hel-
lenic presence. These centers also provide
medical care to all residents, regardless of
ethnic origin.

A major step in implementing the medi-
cal relief program was achieved through the
personal intervention of Mr. Athens, who
succeeded in ensuring $1 million worth of
pharmaceutical aid through the �US-AID�
government program.

boards and organizations, including the
Cyprus Children�s Fund, the Hellenic and
Cyprus Chambers of Commerce, United
Hellenic American Congress, the Western
Policy Center, and is the New York State
Hellenic American Republican Association
chairman. He is committed to his Church,
Hellenism and the welfare of all people. � opposite page
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George E. Safiol
George Safiol is a graduate of New York

University�s College of Engineering, and was
a first lieutenant in the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers.

Mr. Safiol has served for six years on
the Leadership 100 Board of Trustees, and
for two terms on his home parish council of
St. Demetrios Church in Weston, Mass. He
also is on the University of Mississippi Board
of Advisors, and has been a guest lecturer
at the Massachusetts Institute of Technol-
ogy.

Since 1988, Mr. Safiol has been the
president, chief operating officer and direc-
tor of General Instrument Corporation of
New York, a billion-dollar, multi-division,

A R C H D I O C E S E   N E W S

Michael G. Cantonis
A testament to the �American Dream,�

Michael G. Cantonis has exemplified the
highest degree of citizenship to the com-
munity, through entrepreneurship, public
service, and philanthropy, especially toward
the Greek Orthodox Church and the Greek-
American community, and the promotion
of Hellenism.

Born in 1915 on the Dodecanese island
of Symi, he immigrated to the United States
in 1934 through Ellis Island. After working
briefly in the sponge industry, he established
Acme Sponge and Chamois Company in
1938 with a small loan from a friend. Now
in its 60th year, Acme Sponge has become
the largest company of its type in the United
States.

A dedicated servant of the Church and
community, Mr. Cantonis is an Archon
Ieromnimon of the Ecumenical Patriarchate,
a member of the President�s Council of the
University of Florida, and the Corporate

an honorary Doctor of Health Sciences by
his alma mater in 1998.

Mr. Behrakis is currently a member of
the Northeastern University Board of Trust-
ees, the Tufts Medical School Board of Over-
seers, and the Association of Pharmaceuti-
cal Scientists.

He has chaired numerous fund-raisers
and has helped raise more than $17 million
for religious, educational, and health-related
organizations. These include: Northeastern
University, where he funded the George D.
Behrakis Chair in the Field of Targeted Phar-
maceuticals; the Museum of Fine Arts in
Boston; and Saints Memorial Medical Cen-

Board of Hellenic College.
Entrepreneurial success and public ser-

vice are equaled by his philanthropic be-
quests, which total nearly $5 million. He has
made numerous contributions to the Ecu-
menical Patriarchate, the Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese of America, and parishes of the
Archdiocese, especially the St. Michael the
Archangel Church of Lecanto, Fla., St. Nicho-
las Church of Tarpon Springs, and St. An-
drew Church in Chicago.

Many other churches, municipal de-
partments, and educational and cultural in-
stitutions on his home island of Symi, as well
as throughout Florida and indeed all of
America, have also been recipients of his
donations and bequests.

Promoting Hellenism in America
through education has been a particular fo-
cus of Mr. Cantonis� philanthropy through
endowments to the University of Florida, in
Gainesville, in the Department of Greek
Studies. Hellenic College is profoundly grate-
ful to be the beneficiary of his generosity
through the establishment of the Michael
G. and Anastasia Cantonis Chair in Greek
Studies.

He has been honored by the Ecumeni-
cal Patriarchate of Constantinople and the
Patriarch of Jerusalem. The City of Tarpon
Springs has honored him as a Great Bene-
factor. The University of Florida has hon-
ored him for his exemplary service to hu-
manity. Recently, he received the Ellis Is-
land Medal of Honor.

Michael G. Cantonis, a proud Hellene
and American, and devoted son and stew-
ard of Orthodox Christianity, was honored
by Hellenic College in recognition of his
accomplishments, deeds and leadership as
a philanthropist, which conferred upon him
the honorary degree of Doctor of Humani-
ties.

Harry J. Pappas
Harry J. Pappas is president, chief ex-

ecutive officer and principal owner of Pappas
Telecasting Companies and its affiliated
companies.

Mr. Pappas began his career in broad-
casting at radio station KVEG in Las Vegas.

construct stations in Wisconsin, Los Ange-
les, Lexington, Ky., and Evansville, Ind.

Mr. Pappas currently serves on the Fox
Network Board of Governors. He is a mem-
ber of the National Association of Broadcast-
ers (NAB) board of directors and remains
very involved in legislation affecting the
broadcast industry, having testified before
Congress and participated in White House
conferences.

Mr. Pappas was awarded the MDA
Tulare County Humanitarian Award in 1995,
the NATPE�s Jenkins Memorial Award in
1996 for extraordinary service and dedica-
tion to the Fox Children�s Network, and the

James J. Paulos
Mr. Paulos is a native of Dearborn,

Mich., and a 1952 graduate of the Univer-
sity of Michigan, where he earned a Bach-
elors degree in business administration. He
received a CPA certificate in the state of
Michigan in 1955.

Mr. Paulos retired in 1986 from the LTV
Corporation of Dallas, a producer of prod-
ucts for the steel, aerospace and energy in-
dustries.

His retirement followed two years as
executive vice president. Prior to 1984, af-
ter two decades in a variety of financial po-
sitions with LTV�s Jones & Laughlin Steel
subsidiary, Mr. Paulos served as senior vice
president and chief financial officer for eight
years.

Since his retirement from LTV, Mr.
Paulos has served as chairman of Merchants
Metal Corporation, a Houston-based manu-
facturer of steel wire products; J&L Specialty
Steel Corporation of Pittsburgh, a manufac-
turer of stainless steel, flat rolled products;
and Rhythm Band Instruments in Fort
Worth, Texas, which distributes musical in-
struments to elementary schools.

Currently a member of Holy Trinity
Church in Dallas, Mr. Paulos was parish
council president of Holy Trinity in 1994 and

ter in Lowell.
Mr. Behrakis was the chairman for the

Boston visit of His All Holiness Ecumenical
Patriarch Bartholomew and has been hon-
ored over the years for his civic, religious
and business achievements.

These awards include: Man of the Year
in Northern Middlesex County, Northeast-
ern University�s Outstanding Alumni Award
in the field of science, and the Orthodox
Award from the National Conference of Chris-
tians and Jews for the New England region.

He was also named �Archon,� the high-
est honor bestowed upon a layman, by the
Ecumenical Patriarchate.

In 1964, he and his two older brothers
formed Pappas Electronics, Inc., to purchase
and operate KGEN radio, in Tulare, Calif.
With some of the earnings from KGEN, the
brothers soon built an FM sister station,
KBOS.

The three men then formed Pappas
Television, Inc, after receiving FCC approval
for a new television station in the Fresno-
Visalia, Calif., market. The station, KMPH,
went on the air Oct. 11, 1971.

In June 1977, Mr. Pappas purchased
ownership interests in Pappas Television
from his brothers. A year later, he purchased
all outstanding shares from the founding
shareholders, becoming sole stockholder of
Pappas Telecasting, Inc., licensee of KMPH.

Mr. Pappas put his second television
station, WHNS, on the air in the Carolinas
on April 1, 1984. Pappas Telecasting�s third
independent station, KPTM, signed on April
6, 1986, in Omaha, Neb.

Pappas Telecasting�s holdings now in-
clude five FOX affiliates, seven WB affiliates,
an ABC affiliate, a Univision affiliate, and two
independent stations, as well as permits to

Ellis Island Medal of Honor in 1998.
He is involved in a number of other

business and community service activities,
and has received a number of industry and
community honors.

Harry and Stella Pappas established the
Greek Community of Fresno Foundation and
are establishing a national Foundation for
Greek Orthodoxy.

Mr. Pappas is an Archon of the Ecu-
menical Patriarchate-Order of St. Andrew
the Apostle, and a trustee of the All Saints
Foundation.

The Pappases and their son, John
Steven, reside in Visalia, Calif.

of Holy Cross Church in Pittsburgh in 1968.
Mr. Paulos is a member of boards of

Leadership 100 Endowment Fund and Hel-
lenic College / Holy Cross School of Theol-
ogy, and is an Archon of the Ecumenical
Patriarchate.

Mr. Paulos lives in Dallas with his wife,
Angela, a Saginaw, Mich., native. They have
three children and five grandchildren.

multi-national manufacturer of electronic
equipment and components.

He joined the company in 1984 and,
since then, has been responsible for direct-
ing the turnaround, restructuring, merging
and divestitures of 17 of its diversified elec-
tronics divisions.

He more than doubled sales from $612
million in 1985 to $1.4 billion in 1990, and
in five years generated cash exceeding $550
million.

Previously, Mr. Safiol was president,
chief executive officer and director of Ameri-
can Biltrite, Inc., of Cambridge, Mass., a di-
versified industrial company that designs,
manufactures and sells plastic and rubber
based products.

Mr. Safiol managed this $200 million
company through a major turnaround. He
returned the company to profitability in one
year, from a $14 million loss to a $7 million
gain, reduced total indebtedness by $12
million in two years, and improved produc-
tivity by 32 percent.

Mr. Safiol received national recognition
for his business accomplishments at Ameri-
can Biltrite in The Wall Street Journal (Nov.
27, 1978).

He began his career in 1957 at ITT (In-
ternational Telephone and Telegraph),
where he worked for 12 years and managed
increasingly significant responsibilities in
engineering, manufacturing, financial, prod-
uct/market planning and major P/L assign-
ments leading to vice president and general
manager positions with ITT�s Telecommu-
nications Division in 1966.

a Group of Loyal, Dedicated Church Lay Leaders
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EDITORIAL

O P I N I O N S

L E T T E R SL E T T E R S

Giving Thought When We Give Thanks
In a few days we will celebrate a

unique American holiday, Thanksgiving; a
day when we pause from our daily cares
and involvements to give thanks to God
for the many blessings he has bestowed
up us.

It is both a religious and a national
holiday. In addition to reverently and re-
spectfully thanking God, we also call to
memory the very first thanksgiving celebra-
tion of the first immigrants to the New
World who, after a bitter winter and diffi-
cult struggle to survive at the Plymouth
colony in Massachusetts, stopped to give
thanks following the harvest of their first
crops.

But as we dig in to the turkey and stuff-
ing and all the other delicious treats that
grace our dinner tables, we should also
remember those who cannot look forward
to such a festive occasion; our fellow Or-
thodox Christians in parts of Eastern Eu-
rope ravaged by war, for example, or those
in Russia who may be facing food short-
ages during this bitter winter because of
poor harvests.

And we don�t have to go beyond the
shores of this country to witness people
in need of food and shelter.

There are the poor, hungry and less
fortunate here at home whose needs re-
quire attention.

We should be thankful for all that we
have in this bountiful land, but we should
also see to it that this bounty  be used to
help those less fortunate.

One way is through support of orga-
nizations such as the International Ortho-
dox Christian Charities which continuously
strives to provide humanitarian aid those
in far off Orthodox lands. Since its incep-
tion in 1992, IOCC has provided more
than $60 million in aid to tens of thou-
sands of persons around the world.

Here at home, the Ladies Philo-
ptochos Society sponsors many projects
and programs to benefit those less fortu-
nate. Their annual Children�s Medical Fund
drive has raised hundreds of thousands of
dollars to help Greek Orthodox children
afflicted with life-threatening illnesses.

Locally, many of our parishes either
operate, or participate in, soup kitchens
and food drives on an ongoing basis ev-
ery year, and also provide assistance to
many local charities in their communities.

But each of these activities rely on one
common denominator to sustain them. In-
dividuals such as yourself.

While Thanksgiving Day provides us
with a festive parenthesis in our lives, we
must not forget that we are called upon
by Christ to feed the hungry, clothe the
naked, and visit the sick, and not merely
to concern ourselves with our own sur-
vival and comforts.

Each day, we should express our grati-
tude not only through prayers, but also
through direct action, whether it is in sup-
port of these organizations� programs, or
through our own private efforts.

Happy Thanksgiving!

Editor,
I write this letter as a proud and enthu-

siastic advocate of the former St. Basil�s
Academy Teacher�s Institute. I graduated
from that little, but very significant institute
in 1970. Upon my graduation, I served the
school of St. Basil�s for a year, and then
moved on to my home parish of Sts.
Constantine and Helen in Washington.

There, I served as a teacher, children�s
choir director, Sunday School teacher, and
secretary for the Rev. Thomas Daniels Pa-
rochial School from 1970-1988.

For two years after that I played a ma-
jor role in the move of that school to the
suburbs of Maryland. In 1990, I moved on
to the District of Columbia public schools.

As I moved from step to step, however,
I never stopped achieving in the manner that
St. Basil�s Academy professors and clergy
had taught me

I write this letter today in thanks and
gratitude to that humble, small, and many
times underestimated Institute of Teaching.

The tenets of Orthodoxy and Hellenic
Culture enabled me to reach my goals not
only in education, but as an individual. My
training at St. Basil�s Academy and work with
the children in the Children�s Home enabled

Gratitude for institute

Stewardship is our pledge -a solemn
promise- to return a portion of our God-
given resources and talents to Christ and
His Church.

It is the method through which the Body
of Christ -the Church- is nourished and sus-
tained at the parish, Diocesan and Arch-
diocesan levels. Without Him and His
Church we are mere skeletons -devoid of
the flesh and blood of human love and com-

Parish Stewardship — Foundation
of Total Commitment Program

By Dr. Dennis K. Dickos

passion for our fellow man.
We must give to the Church because

we need the Church,  with the understand-
ing that all we posses ultimately comes from
God. �Every good and perfect gift is from
above, coming down from the Father of
heavenly lights.� (James 1:17).

As stewards of the Faith, we are also
guardians of the treasures contained within
it. The Church is the cool, refreshing well,
the source of the life-giving teachings of our
Lord.

Stewardship is our personal �Thanks-
giving� for this vital water that sustains and
nurtures us spiritually, emotionally and
physically. This is the �living water� that our
Lord offered to the Samaritan woman at the
well. As guardians, we should never �poi-
son� this life-giving source of life by blam-
ing our personal shortcomings, failures, trag-
edies and interpersonal disagreements on
Christ�s Church.

We should never drain the well dry by
making our stewardship commitment de-
pendent on our view of parish councils,
priests, metropolitans and archbishops.

We all try to accumulate savings to in-
vest in our financial future. We must like-
wise invest in the spiritual future of ourselves
and our children in order to sustain and per-

petuate our ancient Orthodox faith.
Many vital local and national church

programs await our support in order to re-
ceive the funding they need. Hellenic Col-
lege/ Holy Cross School of Theology is a clas-
sic example. Despite dependence on our
beloved school for future lay and clergy lead-
ers of the Church it is chronically under-
funded. Due to higher levels of giving, there
are individual Protestant parishes and min-
istries that have budgets approaching our
entire $12 million national budget of the
Greek Orthodox Church of America!

Each parish of the Archdiocese partici-
pates in the Total Commitment Program to
fund the National Ministries. Besides sup-
porting our parish programs, your steward-
ship supports national ministries such as
Hellenic College/ Holy Cross, foreign/do-
mestic missions, the Religious Education
Department, St. Basil Academy, and the
award-winning Internet ministry.

As we buy gifts for family during this
Christmas season, let our first gift be to our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. During the
hustle and bustle of the season, take a quiet
moment to sit down and fill out your 1999
Stewardship card. Consider increasing your
pledge 10 percent over last year�s amount.
It�s been said that a good rule of thumb for
stewardship giving is to dedicate only one
week�s worth (only 2 percent) of income to
the Church. In the event your parish does
not have a stewardship program ask your
priest and parish council why your parish
has not embarked on this sacred program.
�Whoever sows sparingly will also reap spar-
ingly, and whoever sows generously will also
reap generously.� (2 Corinthians 9:6)

Dennis K. Dickos, MD, is a member of
Holy Trinity Church, Indianapolis, and serves
on the Archdiocesan Stewardship Commit-
tee.

Pastoral Reflections
By His Eminence, Archbishop Spyridon

My beloved Greek Orthodox brothers and sisters in Christ:
During the past few weeks, many of you have become

aware of the renewed persecution of our Holy Ecumenical
Patriarchate and our fellow Greek Orthodox Christians in Tur-
key.  This persecution has once again focused around the Pa-
triarchal Theological School on the island of Halki.  This School,
my own Alma Mater and the Alma Mater of my revered pre-
decessors Archbishop Iakovos, Archbishop Michael and Patri-
arch Athenagoras, has truly been a nourishing mother to the
whole of the Orthodox world.  Ever since 1971, when an ac-

tion of the Turkish government closed the School, the Church has been deprived of the
spiritual sustenance that Halki provided for generations.

My friends, the time has come that as a community of free and freedom-loving
Orthodox Christians, we call resoundingly and unmistakably for the immediate re-
opening of Halki.

As Americans of Hellenic heritage (in most cases), and as Americans of Orthodox
Faith (as in all!), we have the sacred obligation and unique opportunity to speak up for
the Mother Church of World Orthodoxy, the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople.
We have the sacred obligation and the unique opportunity to speak up for freedom of
thought, freedom to teach, freedom to speak and freedom to act.  Our brothers and
sisters have no such rights, no such prerogatives, no such opportunities.

As you received this copy of the Orthodox Observer, you will have probably just
enjoyed the Thanksgiving Day holidays with your friends and family.  Amid all of the
celebratory family events, I am certain that each of you will have paused for a moment
and considered how fortunate we are to lie in a country where our religious faith is not
only tolerated, but also welcomed!  Imagine what it would be like to live in a country
where our Holy Greek Orthodox Faith was continuously eviscerated by the policies of
the very government that is required to protect all of its minorities?

As Orthodox Christians, as Americans, as human beings, we must unequivocally
reject any state of affairs that supports this kind of intolerance.  And this is precisely
why, at this point in our history, nearly three decades after the closing of Halki, we
must insist, not only on the immediate restoration of the Board of Trustees, but on the
immediate reopening of the Theological School.

As an Archdiocese, we do not need Halki to produce priests for our own Archdio-
cese (although there are prominent Halki graduates serving in the Archdiocese of
America).  We have Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology to supply the
parish needs of the Church in America.  But what about the needs of the world?  What
about the needs of our Mother Church?  And what about our needs as a free people to
share the benefits and joys of freedom with others, especially the members of our own
family?

My beloved brothers and sisters in Christ:  our Lord Jesus Christ commanded each
and every one of us,

�Freely have you received, freely give!�
Let us, who know and experience freedom every day, take just a little bit of the

precious time, resources and energy which that freedom grants us, and put it to good
use on behalf of those who were not so blessed to be born in �the land of the free and
home of the brave.�  Let us gather together as one, unified Greek Orthodox Family and
strive to achieve something that our ancestors would be proud of and for which our
descendents will surely be proud.  Let us reopen Halki now.

me to work with all children. St. Basil�s Acad-
emy was for me, an American-born Greek
Orthodox Christian an avenue to a world of
education success and satisfaction.

Although, many times my St. Basil�s
degree was underestimated and looked
upon as less than complete... I can now
stand up and say that although I just attained
my doctorate, I always had it. I�m so glad
that my pride and confidence in what I
learned and what it stood for allowed me to
continue in my endeavors. I�m so glad that
I had this opportunity to share my positive
reflections on that small, humble, yet pow-
erful institute of St. Basil�s Academy, and
those, both living and dead that shared their
knowledge and experience with us, the stu-
dents.

Andriana (Stamos) Kalopothakos, Ed. D.
Silver Spring, Md.

GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE
OF AMERICA

WELCOME TO THE

WORLD WIDE WEB HOME PAGE

Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America:
http://www.goarch.org

Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople:
http://www. patriarchate.org

Orthodox World News:
http://www. goarch.org/worldnews

Orthodox Ministry ACCESS:
http://www.goarch.org/access

Orthodox Observer:
http://www.goarch. org/goa/observer
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
As We Begin the Christmas Fast

We have taller buildings,
but shorter tempers;

wider freeways,
but narrower viewpoints;

we spend more, but have less;
we buy more, but enjoy it less.

We have bigger houses
and smaller families;

more conveniences, but less time;
we have more degrees,

but less common sense;
more knowledge, but less judgment;
more experts, but more problems;
more medicine, but less wellness.

We spend too recklessly,
laugh too little, drive too fast,
get too angry too quickly,
stay up too late, get up too tired,
read too seldom, watch TV too much,
and pray too seldom.

We have multiplied our possessions,
but reduced our values.

We talk too much, love too seldom
and lie too often.

We�ve learned how to make a living,
but not a life;

we�ve added years to life, not life to years.

We�ve been all the way to the moon
and back,

but have trouble crossing the street
to meet the new neighbor.

We�ve conquered outer space,
but not inner space;

we�ve done larger things,
but not better things;

we�ve cleaned up the air,
but polluted the soul;

we�ve split the atom,
but not our prejudice;

IOCC #1
1/4
c/r negative

Return to: Office of Admissions, 50 Goddard Ave. Brookline MA 02146

Name: _________________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________

City: ______________________ State: _________ Zip: __________

Phone: _________________________________________________

Discover Your Potential

In today�s world it�s nice to find a secure place where you can develop your
potential while working toward a successful career. Hellenic College provides a
close, family atmosphere for students to develop not only their minds, but also
their spirits. You can trust our accredited programs and dedicated faculty to
provide a strong educational foundation for your future. Graduates have the
academic preparation to enter the workforce and the spiritual preparation to
survive in the world. Take a break from the pressure! At Hellenic College you
have the opportunity to discover your full potential.

Hellenic College has Programs in Classics, Elementary Education, Human
Development, and Religious Studies.

 Hellenic College
Discover

we write more, but learn less;
plan more, but accomplish less.

We�ve learned to rush, but not to wait;
we have higher incomes;

but lower morals;
more food but less appeasement;
more acquaintances, but fewer friends;
more effort but less success.

We build more computers
to hold more information,
to produce more copies than ever,
but have less communication;

we�ve become long on quantity,
but short on quality.

These are the times of fast foods
and slow digestion;
tall men and short character;
steep profits, and shallow relationships.

These are the times of world peace,
but domestic warfare;

more leisure and less fun;
more kinds of food, but less nutrition.

These are days of two incomes,
but more divorce;

of fancier houses, but broken homes.

These are days of quick trips,
disposable diapers,
throw away morality,
one-night stands, overweight bodies,
and pills that do everything
from cheer, to quiet, to kill.
It is a time when there is

much in the show window,
and nothing in the stockroom.

Indeed it�s all true.
Think about it...read it again.

Author unknown

A FESTIVE

CELEBRATION OF THE FEAST DAY

OF ST. SPYRIDON of TRYMITHOUS,

THE WONDERWORKER AND

PATRON SAINT

OF HIS EMINENCE

ARCHBISHOP SPYRIDON,

SPIRITUAL LEADER

OF AMERICA

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 12, 1998
2:00 - 5:00 p.m.

GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA
8-10 East 79th Street � New York, NY 10021

OPEN HOUSE
AT THE ARCHDIOCESE

FOR THE FAITHFUL
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ANN ARBOR, Mich. � St. Nicholas

Church recently celebrated the 25th anniver-
sary of service to the parish of the Rev. Fa-
ther John H. Paul and Presbytera Eva.

The celebration day culminated with a
formal banquet on Oct. 18. More than 360
parishioners, family and friends of Fr. John
and Presbytera Eva attended, along with
clergy from the Detroit Detriot and Bishop
Dimitrios of Xanthos, representing Arch-
bishop Spyridon.

Fr. Paul, a native of Binghamton, N.Y.,
attended Holy Cross Theological Seminary.
He served in North Carolina prior to his as-
signment to Ann Arbor in 1973.

Under Fr. John�s direction, St. Nicho-
las Parish has enjoyed an era of enrichment
and growth. Along with his daily operation
of the parish, Father has found time to di-
rect Greek-language plays; created the a
cappella St. Nicholas Hellenic Chorus, which
is comprised of the St. Nicholas choir mem-
bers; instituted potluck dinners twice a year
to welcome students from the University of
Michigan, Ann Arbor and Eastern Michigan
University, Ypsilanti.

Fr. John also offers adult education
classes each year during which he lectures
on religious subjects. Both Presbytera Eva
and Father John have worked for the
Philoptochos  chapter�s Community Care
Ministry projects.

These projects focus on the needy and
have included charities and agencies in the
Ann Arbor area, Diocese of Detroit concerns
and National Philoptochos endeavors.

Michigan Parish
Honors Priest

California Parish Takes
to the Internet

By Eva Canellos

See CALIFORNIA on page 27

PERTH AMBOY, N.J. � October 25
was a long-awaited day for St. Demetrios
Church parishioners.

Archbishop Spyridon came to honor
one of the most respected and loved pa-
rishioners, Stella Sideris, bestowing on her
the Medal of St. Paul.

STELLA SIDERIS with His Eminence, family members and other well-wishers.

Archbishop Bestows Medal, Ordains
Deacon at New Jersey Parish

By Peter Christopoulos

emn ceremony. It was the first ordination
ever held at St. Demetrios.

The moment everyone waited for
came at the end of the liturgy when Mrs.
Sideris, escorted by her brother Basil
Karavites, stood before His Eminence as
he proceeded to award this very high
honor to the lady he described as a most
worthy recipient of this most High Honor
for her life long dedication and devotion
to the Holy Church.

New Jersey State Assemblyman
Steven Corodemus presented Mrs. Sideris
with a proclamation declaring this her day.
A standing ovation took place when His
Eminence proclaimed Mrs. Sideris AXIA of
the honor.

Fr. James Chakalos of Holmdel, N.J. was
elevated to �Economos� completing the cer-
emonial part of this most interesting day.

Following the services a delicious lun-
cheon was served by the Ladies Philo-
ptochos Society.

Several officers and dignitaries spoke
of the high regard which Mrs. Sideris is held
in the community and thanked His Emi-
nence �for honoring us� with his presence.

The Archbishop reflected on the day�s
events and congratulated the parishioners
for their �warm hospitality and humble ex-
pressions of sentiment� to all the guests
and his pastoral entourage.

It was a brilliant cool October day,
the waters of Raritan Bay, near where the
church is located, were calm and dark blue
reflecting the clear blue sky above them.
Trees surrounding the church were daz-
zling in colors of gold, red and orange. Pa-
rishioners came in large numbers and be-
fore the liturgy began the Church was filled
to capacity.

His Eminence celebrated the Holy Lit-
urgy assisted by Fr. Angelo Michaels, pas-
tor of St. Demetrios, and several other vis-
iting clergy including the very talented
Archdeacon Elias Villis whose vibrant me-
lodious voice rang harmoniously in the
overcrowded church.

The parishioners witnessed the ordi-
nation to the deaconate of seminarian
Sotirios Rousakis, son of Presbytera and
Fr. James Rousakis, of Holy Trinity Church
in Clearwater, Fla.

Four classmates of Deacon Sotirios
were also present to witness this most sol-

LYNN, Mass. � Children of St. George
Church plan to grow 200 tree seedlings in
the spring for eventual planting in honor of
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew.

According to information from Aikaterini
Panagiotakis, the seedlings and containers,
along with a grant to purchase the soil, will
be donated by the National Tree Trust in
Washington.

�It is our small gift to this beautiful world
that God has given to us to take care of,�
Ms. Panagiotakis wrote in a press release.
�We hope our goodwill will grow from these
roots … and spread like a vine.�

Children to Plant
Seedlings in Honor
of Patriarch

ROSEVILLE, Calif. � Greek Ortho-
dox faithful of Roseville under the lead-
ership of Fr. Cosmas Halekakis have es-
tablished the Greek Orthodox Church of
Roseville.

During the last 10 years, the Greek
Orthodox community here has cel-
ebrated a monthly Divine Liturgy under
the continued guidance of Father D.
Dogias of  Annunciation Church in Sac-
ramento.

Fr. Dogias consistently guided the
mission in its quest to become a parish
of its own. In May, with the blessing and
prayers of Metropolitan Anthony, that
quest became a reality.

The newly established church has
consistently maintained a fellowship of
approximately 50 families, who had come
together to celebrate the Divine Liturgy
and to share in a number of fruitful min-
istries and successful fund-raising activi-
ties.

The founding families have worked
hard and with joy in their hearts transform-
ing their mission community into a full
fledged church.

The parish recently celebrated their
first Divine Liturgy at their new facility at
114 N. Sunrise Blvd., Suite A, Roseville,
CA 95678.

New Parish
Founded in
California

GARRISON, N.Y. � Nearly 20 scouts
earned their Alpha Omega Religious Scout
Awards at the 38th annual retreat of the East-
ern Orthodox Committee on Scouting, held
recently at St. Basil Academy

The EOCS, created in 1960 by the
Standing Conference of Canonical Orthodox
Bishops in America, is responsible for cre-
ating, expanding and enhancing the faith
among Orthodox Boy and Girl Scouts.

The retreat opened with a prayer by the
Very Rev. Sylvester Berberis. Twelve semi-
narians from Holy Cross, led by Nicholas
Halkias and Dr. Brant Pelphey, volunteered
to develop and direct the weekend program,
providing the Scouts with a spiritual experi-
ence. Event chairman was Tony Triant of
New Jersey, who participated in his 25th con-
secutive retreat.

The boys camped in the woods while
the girls settled in the dormitories.

All Scouts prepared their Lenten meals
and invited the seminarians to eat with them
at the various campsites.

In the afternoons, several priests in at-
tendance heard confessions.

Scouts Hold Annual Retreat at St. Basil�s Academy

SCOUTS WHO earned their Eastern Orthodox Religious Growth Award, the Alpha Omega.

 The retreat ended on a Sunday with
Divine Liturgy in St. Basil Chapel.

In the closing ceremonies that followed,
Mr. Sherman was honored for his 25 years
as EOCS Retreat chairman, and Frs. Joel
McEachen, John Bacon and George Orf-

anakos were recognized for their years of
service. Nineteen scouts received the Alpha
Omega Religious Scout Award.

More information on EOCS events and
programs, contact George N. Boulukos, 862
Guy Lombardo Ave., Freeport, N.Y. 11520.

BELMONT, Calif. � Parishioners of
Holy Cross Church no longer have to wait
for the weekly bulletin or monthly maga-
zine to find out about church events and
activities.

They just jump onto the super informa-
tion highway known as the Internet, click
on the parish website, and presto:  instant
information about upcoming services, the
community�s Belmont Greek Festival, the
Philoptochos fashion show, youth events
and more!

The Holy Cross Church website
(www.goholycross.org) not only features
numerous pages about parish life and ac-
tivities, but also information about the Or-
thodox Church, a guest book for comments,
and links to the Greek Orthodox Archdio-
cese of America website (www.goarch.org)
and other Orthodox sites.

And that�s just the tip of the cyber-ice-
berg!

Want to converse with other Orthodox
Christians about the faith?  Just click on the
�Chat Forums,� or message boards!  There
are three always operating: one for a gen-
eral audience, one for young adults, and one
for youth.

In addition, the parish hosts a �Live Chat
Room� once a week for discussions on vari-
ous topics with instant, live questions and
answers. The Chat Rooms regularly draw
people from around the world who are in-
terested in Orthodoxy.

And one of the newest Internet offer-
ings by the Holy Cross parish is the most
exciting.

Are you sick and can�t make it to church
on Sunday?  Do you have to stay home to
care for a newborn baby or an elderly rela-
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NAME: PETER STRATOS Jr.

Family: wife, Aida, and three children

Hometown and Parish: Charlottesville,
Va., member of Transfiguration parish
until 1991 and, since 1991, of St. Paul�s
Church in Irvine, Calif.

Age: 40

Previous Education: Elon College, B.A.
in political science.

Previous Work Experience: three years
mortgage banking senior lending officer,
15 years in food management, managing
and operating large corporate dining facili-
ties in the field of business and industry.

Graduating class: Class of 2000

� What is your family background?
Father, Peter Stratos Sr., born in

Sparta, Greece, emigrated to the U.S. at
the age of 13 in 1938. Mother, Alice, born
in Virginia, converted to Orthodoxy when
she and my father married.

� In what activities did you take
part in your home parish.

Served in the altar at Transfiguration
parish in Charlottesville from age 5 until I
left in 1991; served on the parish council
six years; and as local AHEPA chapter
president. At St. Paul�s in Irvine, served
three years on parish council; two years
as festival facilities chairman; sang in choir
for three years, and two years as chanter.

� What are your most vivid child-
hood memories?

Going to church with my yiayia, who
was a generous and humble woman of
immeasurable faith. She taught me the
Lord�s Prayer, and always had me by her
side in church. My parents raised us in a
very loving and joyful environment.

� What prompted you to go the
seminary?

I have always had a true love for the
Orthodox Church. I believe that our faith
is the true faith, and should be conveyed
to as many people as possible. I have al-
ways wanted to dedicate my life to serv-
ing the Church. I believe that we are all
called to serve the Church in different ca-
pacities, and I have tried all my life to serve
to the best of my ability. But, finally at
the age of 38, I could no longer ignore or
avoid the sense that my calling to service
was the Holy Priesthood.

� Who influenced you most to as-
pire to the priesthood?

In my earlier years of service, Fr. Pe-
ter Rexinis had a strong influence on me
because of his great knowledge and love
for liturgics, and his encouragement of my
participation in all our Church services.
When I moved to California, Fr. George
Stephanides (of blessed memory) took me
under his wing, and showed me how a
loving priest with a dream and vision could
nurture a handful of people into a  pro-
gressive, and vibrant community.

� How has attending Holy Cross af-
fected you?

Holy Cross is a wonderful place to
study and grow in our faith because of
the daily opportunity to attend church ser-
vices. In spite of our rich liturgical tradi-
tion, in most parishes we only have ser-
vices on Sundays and Feast days. Because
of the emphasis on church life at Holy
Cross, one is truly able to enrich one�s

prayer life, and maximize every opportu-
nity for church worship.

� What are your favorite courses?
Liturgics, because my greatest love

is the celebration of Liturgy and serving
in the altar. The New and Old Testament
courses, because the scriptural writings
are the foundation of the Christian
Church, and their richness continually
enlightens and guides us in our lives.

� What are your campus activities?
I am a member of the Byzantine

Choir, and I attend as many class gov-
ernment meetings as possible. As a mar-
ried student with a family, it is a delicate
balance to attend to all campus activities
and the needs of one�s family.

� What is the toughest part of be-
ing a seminarian?

Trying to manage my time as effec-
tively as possible is very difficult. One�s
obligations are many - church services,
classes, studying, work, and family re-
sponsibilities - leaving little free time.

� What gifts do you hope to bring
to your service to the Church?

I have a genuine love for people, and
I hope that through my example, hard
work, and God�s grace I can inspire oth-
ers to pursue God�s will for their lives,
and to serve the Church faithfully.

� What are your major strengths
and weaknesses?

I am very responsible, and I also be-
lieve that my ability to plan and organize
effectively is a strength which is neces-
sary and vital to management of  the many
aspects of parish life. One of my main
weaknesses is working too hard to fulfill
everyone�s needs and expectations. And,
I sometimes take on more responsibili-
ties than I should.

� Who is your favorite saint and
why?

St. Nektarios - because he was a man
who lived a life of complete humility. In
the face of tremendous adversity and per-
secution, he always turned the other
cheek, as Christ taught us. I am also
touched by the fact that he is a modern
day saint who suffered in our modern
world.

� What is your most noteworthy
memory as a seminarian?

Receiving my �Stavroforia� from
Archbishop Spyridon, and the opportu-
nity and honor to lead the processions of
Good Friday and the �Anastasi� services
during my first Pascha at Holy Cross.

� How can the Church reach the
unchurched?

Two ways: 1). By setting a truly good
Christian example through the lives we
live; 2). Being more actively involved in
our communities, by helping the less for-
tunate - the poor, the hungry, those in
prison, the children, the sick, all the af-
flicted - as Christ directed us to do.

ST ANTHONY’S
MONASTERY
1/4
VELOX C/R TO
SHOOT ON NEG

PROFILE:
Seminarian
PROFILE:

IOCC #2
1/4
c/r negative
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RETIRED CLERGY
A priest was getting ready

to retire.  All during his min-
istry, his wife always carried
a small black box with her
to all his services, but she

never let him know what was
in it. �Now that I am getting ready to retire,
can�t you show me what you have in that
box?� he asked.  His presbytera said, �OK.�

One of Life�s Pleasures

By Fr Nicholas L. Vieron

The clergyman opened the box and
there were three eggs and $8,000 in cash.
He asked what it all meant.

She said, �Every time you had a bad
sermon, I put an egg in the box.�

The old priest  was pleased. Only three
bad sermons in 40 years was pretty good
he thought. Then he asked, �What about the
$8,000?�

�Every time I got a dozen eggs, I sold
them!� she explained.

We old timers  don�t mind self-de-
basing  jokes. In fact, we enjoy them just
as we enjoy having younger people join us

in laughter - not at us, of course, but  with
us.  Life is still before us.

The verse  from St. Paul�s  second let-
ter to Timothy that appears on our RCA
Epistle  letterhead,  �I have fought the good
fight, I have finished the race, I have kept
the faith,� seemingly suggests  that all is over
for us retirees.  Not quite. The words from
Browning�s poem, �Come, grow old along
with me; the best is yet to be� indicate  our
yearning for life and our appreciation for the
opportunities afforded us in the �prime time�
of  our golden years.

Unfortunately,  we have several retir-
ees afflicted with Alzheimer�s and severe
strokes, but for the most part, the majority
of us are relatively well and grateful for the
joys we experience in retirement.

There are certain myths about old age

that should be laid to rest.
For one thing, we are not all alike. We�re

different, just as in all age groups. Also, our
thinking remains alert. Older people�s minds
not only remain strong but often gain new
power.

Growing older is now better than ever.
We say this not boastfully but gratefully.
Certainly age has some disadvantages. The
song, �The Old Gray Mare Ain�t What She
Used to Be� can be a depressing reality for
many.

In aging we usually suffer more physi-
cally. On the other hand, there is a gradual
release from the burdens of responsibilities.
Our children are on their own; in many cases
we do not have to worry about making a
living.

Acceptance of age can bring more re-

laxation. Growing older can become one of
the subtler pleasures of life.  Furthermore,
older people are more accepted now.

Look at our latest hero -  John Glenn,
part teacher, part grandfather and all orbital
evangelist, inspiring  from space young fu-
ture scientists. He is, at 77, admired by
people of all ages. Just before lift-off  he was
joined on the ground by several other be-
spectacled, gray-haired  workers, ages 74
to 88,  who were there during Glenn�s first
journey into space. They, too, continue to
be vital, enjoying life. As Groucho Marx
succinctly said, �Growing old is something
you do if you�re lucky,� and as Oliver
Wendell Holmes, Jr. stated, �To be seventy
years young is sometimes far more cheer-
ful and hopeful than to be 40 years old.�

I like the article, �Life Begins at 80� by
Frank Laubach which I plagiarized and para-
phrased  to apply to a clergyman.

�The first 80 years are the hardest. The
second eighty are a succession of birthday
parties. Once you reach 80, everyone wants
to carry your luggage and assist you up the
steps. �Please let me help you, Father� -
�Here, take my  seat, Presbytera.�

If you forget a person�s name, or an
appointment, or promise to be in three
places at the same time, or can�t remember
how many grandchildren you have, you
need only explain that you are 80.

Being 80 is a lot better than being 60.
At 60 people were still expecting a lot from
you.  After all, being a priest for so long, you
were expected to have all the answers.  At
80 you have a perfect excuse no matter what
you  say or do.  If you act a bit foolish, they
will consider you  amusing.  If you sound
too serious, you are thought of as wise.  If
you  seem absent- minded, you  are in deep
thought, or, you can simply claim...
�geramata�  which, when coupled with a
clerical collar, is almost like a �license to kill!�
Everyone loves a �nice old priest!�

If you ask me, life begins at 80!  I am
really  looking forward to it - only seven more
years to go, although being in your seven-
ties is not bad either!�

Write to:  Fr Vieron, Pastor Emeritus
Annunciatioon Church, 573 N. Highland -
Memphis, TN  38122 - (901) 323-9530
nlvieron@memphisonline.com

Fr. Vieron is editor of the RCA newslet-
ter, the Epistle

H O LY   S C R I P T U R E   R E A D I N G S

DECEMBER .......
1  T ........... 1 Cor 14:20-26; Lk 19:45-48
2  W ................ Rom  11:2-12; Lk 20:1-8
3  Th ......... Rom 10:11-11:2; Lk 20:9-18
4  F ............... Gal 3:23-4:5;  Mk 5:24-34
5  S ............... Gal 5:22-6:2; Mt 11:27-30
6  SUN ....... Heb 13:17-21; Lk 13:10-17
7  M .........2 Thes 2:13-3:5; Lk 20:27-44
8  T ..........2 Thes 2:13-3:5; Lk 21:12-19
9  W ................. Gal 4:22-27; Lk 8:16-21
10  Th ........... Eph 6:10-17; Lk 21:28-33
11  F .......... Gal 5:22-6:2; Lk 21:37-22:8
12  S ................ Eph  5:8-19; Jn 10:9-16
13  SUN .......... Col 3:4-11; Lk 14:16-24
14  M ............. Eph 6:10-15; Mk 8:11-21
15  T .............2 Tim 1:8-18; Mk 2:23-3:5
16  W ..............2 Tim 4:9-22; Jn 10:9-16
17  Th ........ Heb 13:7-16; Lk 11:47-12:1
18  F .......... Titus 1:15-2:10; Mk 9:33-42
19  S ................ Gal 3:8-12; Lk 13:19-29
20  SUN Heb 11:9-10, 32-40; Mt 1:1-25
21  M . Heb 3:5-11, 17-19; Mk 9:42-10:1
22  T .............. Gal 3:23-4:5; Mk 10:2-12
23  W ......... Heb 5:11-6:8;  Mk 10:11-16
24  Th ................. Heb 1:1-12; Lk 2:1-20
25  F ...................... Gal 4:4-7; Mt 2:1-12
26  S ............... Heb 2:11-18; Mt 2:13-23
27  SUNActs 6:8-7:5, 47-60; Mt 2:13-23
28  M .............. Heb 8:7-13; Lk 14:25-35
29  T ............... Heb 2:11-18; Mt 2:13-23
30  W ........... Heb 10:1-18, Mk 11:22-26
31  Th ....... Heb 10:35-1:7; Mk 11:27-33
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Ðñïò ôïõò Éåñáôéêþò ÐñïúóôáìÝíïõò, ôïõò ÐñïÝäñïõò ôùí
Åëëçíïñèïäüîùí ÊïéíïôÞôùí, ôïõò Ìïíá÷ïýò êáé ôáò Ìïíá÷Üò,
ôá ÄéïéêçôéêÜ Óõìâïýëéá ôùí Öéëïðôþ÷ùí ÁäåëöïôÞôùí, ôïõò
ÍÝïõò êáé ôéò ÍåÜíéäåò, êáé ðñïò üëïõò ôïõò åõóåâåßò
×ñéóôéáíïýò ôçò ÉåñÜò Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò ÁìåñéêÞò.

ÔÝêíá åí Êõñßù ðñïóöéëÝóôáôá,
«Åí ðáíôß åõ÷áñéóôåßôå^ ôïýôï ãÜñ èÝëçìá Èåïý åí

×ñéóôþ Éçóïý åßò õìÜò» (Á Èåóó. 5,18).
Ç åõ÷áñéóôßá áðïôåëåß ôçí ðíïÞ ôùí Áãßùí. Óôéò åõíïúêÝò,

üóï êáé óôéò äõóìåíåßò ðåñéóôÜóåéò, ïé ¢ãéïé ôïõ ×ñéóôïý
åõ÷áñéóôïýí ðÜíôïôå, ãéáôß âëÝðïõí ôï Ýñãï ôçò áãáðçôéêÞò
÷åßñáò ôïõ Èåïý óå üëá ôá ãýñù ôïõò ðñÜãìáôá. ¼÷é ìüíï ãéá
ìéÜ þñá, ïýôå ìüíï ãéá ìéÜ ìÝñá, áëëÜ êáè[  üëç ôç äéÜñêåéá
ôçò æùÞò ôïõò, ïé ¢ãéïé åêðëçñþíïõí ôçí ðñïôñïðÞ ôïõ Áãßïõ
Ðáýëïõ íá åõ÷áñéóôïýí åí ðáíôß.

Ï äßêáéïò Éþâ ðïõ ôüóá õðÝöåñå, Ý÷ïíôáò ÷Üóåé ôçí
ïéêïãÝíåéÜ ôïõ êáé üëá ôïõ ôá õðÜñ÷ïíôá, Ýëåãå ðáñ� üëá áõôÜ:
«Áò åßíáé ôï üíïìá ôïõ Êõñßïõ åõëïãçìÝíï!»

Ôçí þñá ôçò ìåãÜëçò áãùíßáò ôïõò, ïé Üãéïé ÌÜñôõñåò
ýøùíáí ôéò ÷åßñåò óôïí Èåü êáé åõ÷áñéóôïýóáí ãéá ôï åîáéñåôéêü
ðñïíüìéï ðïõ ôïõò äüèçêå íá èåùñïýíôáé Üîéïé íá ðåèÜíïõí
üðùò ï ×ñéóôüò.

Ç Õðåñáãßá Èåïôüêïò, áí êáé ãíþñéæå üôé «áõôÞò ôçí øõ÷Þí
äéåëåýóåôáé ñïìöáßá» (Ëïõê. 2,35), åìåãÜëõíå ôïí Êýñéï êáé
áãáëëßáæå ãéá ôïí Èåü êáé ÓùôÞñá ôçò.

Ï ßäéïò ï Êýñéüò ìáò Éçóïýò ×ñéóôüò, ðñéí áðü ôá óùôÞñéá
ÐÜèç êáé ôïí ÈÜíáôü Ôïõ ðÜíù óôï Óôáõñü, ðñüóöåñå ôïí
Ìõóôéêü Äåßðíï, ôçí ðñþôç Èåßá Åõ÷áñéóôßá ðïõ áðïôåëåß ôþñá
ôï ðñüôõðï ãéá êÜèå åõ÷áñéóôßá ìáò.

Ç åõ÷áñéóôßá âñßóêåôáé óôï åðßêåíôñï ôçò êëÞóçò ìáò ùò
×ñéóôéáíþí. Áðïôåëåß ïõóéáóôéêü ìÝñïò ôçò åí ×ñéóôþ æùÞò
ìáò. Ôï ðíåýìá åõãíùìïóýíçò, áêüìá êáé óå óôéãìÝò ôáñá÷Þò,
ðåéñáóìïý êáé áíÜãêçò, åßíáé áõôü êáè[  åáõôü äþñï ôïõ Èåïý.
Ç éêáíüôçôá íá äéáêñßíïõìå ôçí áãÜðç ôïõ ÏõñÜíéïõ ÐáôÝñá
ìáò óå êÜèå ðåñßóôáóç êáé êáôÜóôáóç, áðïôåëåß, áõôÞ êáè[  åáõôÞ,
áõôÞí ôç ßäéá ôçí äýíáìç ôïõ Åõáããåëßïõ, äýíáìç ðïõ ìðïñåß
êáé üñç áêüìç íá ìåôáêéíÞóåé.

ÇìÝñá ôùí Åõ÷áñéóôéþí 1998
Ãéá Üëëç ìéá öïñÜ ãéïñôÜæïõìå óáí ÷þñá ôç ìåãÜëç ìÝñá

ôùí Åõ÷áñéóôéþí. Ç ãéïñôÞ áõôÞ Ý÷åé ôçí áñ÷Þ ôçò óôïõò
ðñïóêõíçôÝò ôçò áðïéêßáò ôïõ Ðëýìïõè, ïé ïðïßïé, ðáñ[  üëåò
ôéò äõóêïëßåò êáé ôéò áíôßîïåò óõíèÞêåò, âñÞêáí ëüãïõò ðïëëïýò
ãéá íá� íáé åõãíþìïíåò óôïí Èåü êáé Äçìéïõñãü ôùí ðÜíôùí
êáé íá Ôïõ åêöñÜóïõí ôéò åõ÷áñéóôßåò ôïõò.

ÁðïëáìâÜíïõìå óÞìåñá ðïëý ìåãáëýôåñá õëéêÜ áãáèÜ
áðü ôïõò ðñïóêõíçôÝò åêåßíïõò. ÐñÜãìáôé, äåí Ý÷ïõìå óÞìåñá
ðïëý ðåñéóóüôåñïõò ëüãïõò ãéá íá åõ÷áñéóôÞóïõìå ôïí Èåü;
¸÷ïõìå åõëïãçèåß ìå åëåõèåñßåò ðïõ õðåñâáßíïõí êáôÜ ðïëý
áõôÝò ðïõ ãíþñéóáí ïé ðñþôïé Üããëïé Ýðïéêïé ôçò ÷þñáò ìáò.
Äåí èá Ýðñåðå, ëïéðüí, áêñéâþò ãéá ôïí ëüãï áõôü íá áóêïýìå
ôç èñçóêåõôéêÞ ìáò åëåõèåñßá åõ÷áñéóôþíôáò ôïí ìåãÜëï
ÏõñÜíéï ÂáóéëÝá ìáò; ¸÷ïõìå êëçñïíïìÞóåé áíáñßèìçôïõò
èçóáõñïýò áðü ôçí ðáñÜäïóç ôïõ Ïñèïäüîïõ ×ñéóôéáíéóìïý.
Ðþò ìðïñïýí ïé êáñäéÝò ìáò íá ìçí îå÷åéëßæïõí áðü
åõãíùìïóýíç; Ðþò ôá ÷åßëç ìáò íá ìçí õìíÞóïõí êáé
äïîïëïãÞóïõí ôïí Èåü; Ðþò ìðïñïýìå íá ìçí åêäçëþíïõìå
óõíå÷þò ðíåýìá åõ÷áñéóôßáò êáé áãáëëßáóçò;

Áí áíáôñÝîïõìå óôá ðáëéÜ êáé áíáëïãéóôïýìå üëï ôï
çìåñïëïãéáêü Ýôïò ðïõ ðëçóéÜæåé óýíôïìá óôï ôÝëïò ôïõ, èá
áíáãíùñßóïõìå üëïé ôïõò áìÝôñçôïõò ôñüðïõò, ìå ôïõò ïðïßïõò
ï Èåüò ìáò Ýäåéîå ôçí ðáôñéêÞ Ôïõ ìÝñéìíá, óå åìÜò êáé óôéò
ïéêïãÝíåéÝò ìáò. ¼ðùò ìáò ðñïôñÝðåé ç Èåßá Ëåéôïõñãßá:
«Åõ÷áñéóôÞóùìåí ôù Êõñßù», ó� Áõôüí êÜèå «äüîá,
åõ÷áñéóôßá êáé ðñïóêýíçóéò, ôù Ðáôñß êáé ôù Õéþ êáé ôù
Áãßù Ðíåýìáôé, íõí êáé áåß êáé åéò ôïõò áéþíáò ôùí áéþíùí.

ÁìÞí».

Ìå ðïëëÞ åí Êõñßù ðáôñéêÞ áãÜðç,
Ï Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò,

ÍÅÁ ÕÏÑÊÇ. � Ï Óåâ. Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò
ìåôÝâç óôçí ÏõÜóéãêôïí óôéò 12 Íïåì-
âñßïõ ãéá óåéñÜ óõíáíôÞóåùí ìå óêïðü
ôçí ðëçñïöüñçóç êáé ôçí åõáéóèç-
ôïðïßçóç Áìåñéêáíþí êõâåñíçôéêþí
áîéùìáôïý÷ùí ãéá ôï èÝìá ôçò Èåïëï-
ãéêÞò Ó÷ïëÞò ôçò ×Üëêçò.

Óå îå÷ùñéóôÝò óõíáíôÞóåéò ôïõ
ÓåâáóìéïôÜôïõ ìå ôïí ÐñïóùðÜñ÷ç ôïõ
Ëåõêïý Ïßêïõ Ôæïí ÐïíôÝóôá, ìå áíþ-
ôáôá óôåëÝ÷ç ôïõ Õðïõñãåßïõ Åîùôåñéêþí
êáé áíôéðñïóùðåßá ôçò ïñãÜíùóçò
«ÄéåèíÞò Áìíçóôåßá» ï Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò
åîÝèåóå ôï èÝìá ôçò ×Üëêçò êáé ôïõò
áðñïêÜëõðôïõò  ðåñéïñéóìïýò êáé
äéþîåéò óôïõò ïðïßïõò õðüêåéôáé ôï
Ïéêïõìåíéêü Ðáôñéáñ÷åßï.

Ìéëþíôáò ãéá ôçí ðñüóöáôç åíÝñ-
ãåéá ôçò ÔïõñêéêÞò êõâÝñíçóçò íá êáôáñ-
ãÞóåé ôï äéïéêçôéêü óþìá ôçò Ó÷ïëÞò åßðå:
«...ðñïÝâç óå áõôÝò ôéò áðáñÜäåêôåò
êáèáéñÝóåéò ëßãåò ìüíï ìÝñåò áö� üôïõ ôï
ÊïãêñÝóï åíÝêñéíå êáé ï ðñüåäñïò ôùí
ÇíùìÝíùí Ðïëéôåéþí õðÝãñáøå íïìïèå-
óßá, ìå ôçí ïðïßá åðéâåâáéþíïíôáí ôá
âáóéêÜ äéêáéþìáôá ôïõ Ïéêïõìåíéêïý
Ðáôñéáñ÷åßïõ ôçò Êùíóôáíôéíïýðïëçò,
üóïí áöïñÜ ôçí åëåýèåñç ëåéôïõñãßá ôïõ
êáé ôçí åðáíáëåéôïõñãßá ôçò áîéïóÝ-
âáóôçò ÈåïëïãéêÞò Ó÷ïëÞò ôçò ×Üëêçò.
ÅðïìÝíùò, ç áõèáßñåôç áõôÞ êßíçóç ôùí
ôïõñêéêþí áñ÷þí áðïôåëåß ïëïöÜíåñá
ðñïêëçôéêÞ åíÝñãåéá êáôÜ ôïõ áìåñéêá-
íéêïý ëáïý êáé ôçò êõâÝñíçóÞò ôïõ, áëëÜ

Ï Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò æçôÜ ôçí Üìåóç åðáíáëåéôïõñãßá ôçò ×Üëêçò

êáé åíÝñãåéá êáôáðßåóçò ôùí ïñèïäüîùí
ðéóôþí ôïõñêéêÞò éèáãÝíåéáò».

ÌåôÜ ôï ôÝëïò ôùí óõíáíôÞóåþí ôïõ
ï Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò äÞëùóå: «Äåí èá åðáíá-
ðáõèïýìå êáé äåí èá óôáìáôÞóïõìå Ýùò
üôïõ åðéôý÷ïõìå ôçí åöáñìïãÞ ôùí
áñ÷þí ôçò äéêáéïóýíçò êáé ôçò åëåõèåñßáò
ãéá ôçí ÌçôÝñá Åêêëçóßá êáé üëïõò ôïõò
Åëëçíïñèüäïîïõò ðïõ æïõí óôçí Ôïõñêßá.
Ôï Ïéêïõìåíéêü Ðáôñéáñ÷åßï áðïôåëåß
ßäñõìá ðíåõìáôéêü ìå üëç ôç óçìáóßá ôçò
ëÝîåùò. Äåí áðïâëÝðåé óå åãêüóìéá

äýíáìç êáé åðéññïÞ, ðáñÜ ìüíï óôçí
ðíåõìáôéêÞ ðñüïäï ôïõ áíèñùðßíïõ
ãÝíïõò».

Ôïí Óåâáóìéüôáôï Áñ÷éåðßóêïðï
óõíüäåõáí ï Èåïö. Åðßóêïðïò ÊïìÜíùí
Ãåþñãéïò ðïõ õðçñåôåß ùò åêðñüóùðïò
ôïõ Áñ÷éåðéóêüðïõ óôçí ÏõÜóéãêôïí åðß
Äçìïóßùí Ó÷Ýóåùí, ï áíôéðñüåäñïò ôïõ
Áñ÷éåðéóêïðéêïý Óõìâïõëßïõ Ôæïí Êáô-
óéìáôßäçò, ï ¢íôñéïõ ÌÜíáôïò, ï Ôæïí
ÌáõñïõäÞò êáé êëçñéêïß ôçò É. Áñ÷éåðé-
óêïðÞò ÁìåñéêÞò.

Êùí/ðïëç, (MÐÅ). � Äñéìýôáôï êáôç-
ãïñþ, ãéá ôçí êáôÜóôáóç ôùí áíèñù-
ðßíùí äéêáéùìÜôùí êáé ôùí èñçóêåõôéêþí
åëåõèåñéþí óôçí Ôïõñêßá, áðçýèõíå ï
Ïéêïõìåíéêüò ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò Âáñèïëïìáßïò,
äéåñìçíåýïíôáò ôçí áãáíÜêôçóç ôçò
ìéêñÞò åëëçíéêÞò ìåéïíüôçôáò ôçò Êùíóôá-
íôéíïýðïëçò ãéá ôçí áõèáßñåôç êáôÜñ-
ãçóç ôçò åöïñåõôéêÞò åðéôñïðÞò ôçò
ÈåïëïãéêÞò Ó÷ïëÞò ôçò ×Üëêçò. «Ç
õðüèåóç áõôÞ óõãêëïíßæåé êáé ôáñÜæåé ôç
ìåéïíüôçôá», åßðå ï ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò.

Áðåõèõíüìåíïò óôçí êïéíüôçôá ôïõ
ÌåãÜëïõ Ñåýìáôïò, óôï Âüóðïñï, ìåôÜ
ôçí åïñôÜóéìç Èåßá Ëåéôïõñãßá, ï Ðáôñé-
Üñ÷çò Âáñèïëïìáßïò ìßëçóå ãéá «áãáíÜ-
êôçóç», ðïõ ðíßãåé ôçí ïìïãÝíåéá êáé ôïí
ßäéï êáé Ýèåóå äçìüóéá ôï åñþôçìÜ ôïõ
êáôÜ ðüóï ç «éóïðïëéôåßá êáé ç äéêáéï-
óýíç êáé ç èñçóêåõôéêÞ åëåõèåñßá, ãéá ôçí
ïðïßá ïìéëåß ôï ôïõñêéêü Óýíôáãìá éó÷ýåé.
ÅðåéäÞ åßìáóôå ×ñéóôéáíïß, äå ìðïñïýìå
í� áóêÞóïõìå åëåýèåñá ôá äéêáéþìáôÜ
ìáò», åßðå ï ê. Âáñèïëïìáßïò, ï ïðïßïò
ðñüóèåóå ôá åîÞò: «Äåí åßìáóôå åìâüëéìïé,
ìåôáöõôåõìÝíïé Þ ðáñåßóáêôïé. Åßìáóôå
ôï ãçãåíÝò óôïé÷åßï áõôïý ôïõ ôüðïõ. Åäþ
ãåííçèÞêáìå êáé åäþ èá êïéìçèïýìå,
ðåñéìÝíïíôáò ôçí ôùí ðÜíôùí ÁíÜóôáóç.
¸÷ù êáèÞêïí êáé õðï÷ñÝùóç íá êáôáã-
ãåßëù üôé äå ãßíïíôáé óåâáóôÜ ôá äéêáéþ-
ìáôÜ ìáò», ôüíéóå, óôç óõíÝ÷åéá ï Ïéêïõ-
ìåíéêüò ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò êáé áíáöÝñèçêå óôéò
áíôéäñÜóåéò, ðïõ Þäç Ý÷ïõí áñ÷ßóåé íá
óçìåéþíïíôáé óôéò ÇÐÁ êáé óôçí Åõñþðç,
ãéá ôçí áõèáßñåôç áðüöáóç ôçò ôïõñ-
êéêÞò äéïßêçóçò».

Óçìåéþíåôáé ðùò ï Ïéêïõìåíéêüò
ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò ê. Âáñèïëïìáßïò åß÷å óêïðü
ìåôÜ ôçí åðéóôñïöÞ ôïõ áðü ôç Âåíåôßá,
íá åðéóêåöèåß ôçí ôïõñêéêÞ çãåóßá, óôçí
¢ãêõñá, ãéá íá åðéóôÞóåé ôçí ðñïóï÷Þ ôçò
óôçí êñéóéìüôçôá ôïõ èÝìáôïò. Ôá ðñï-
âëÞìáôá êáé ôïõò ðåñéïñéóìïýò, ðïõ
áíôéìåôùðßæåé ç ïìïãÝíåéá óôçí Êùíóôá-
íôéíïýðïëç, åß÷å èÝóåé ï Ïéêïõìåíéêüò
ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò óå ãñáðôü õðüìíçìÜ ôïõ
óôïí ðñüåäñï ôçò ÔïõñêéêÞò Äçìï-
êñáôßáò, üôáí ôïí åß÷å åðéóêåöèåß,
áìÝóùò ìåôÜ ôçí åêëïãÞ ôïõ.

ÅîÜëëïõ, ôï áìåñéêáíéêü õðïõñãåßï
Åîùôåñéêþí æÞôçóå áðü ôïí Áìåñéêáíü
ðñåóâåõôÞ óôçí Ôïõñêßá íá ðñïâåß óå
äéáâÞìáôá óôçí ¢ãêõñá, åíþ êáé ï
ðñüåäñïò Êëßíôïí Ý÷åé åíçìåñùèåß ãéá ôçí
åîÝëéîç. Õðåíèõìßæåôáé ðùò ç ôïõñêéêÞ
äéïßêçóç êáèáßñåóå ôçí åöïñåõôéêÞ
åðéôñïðÞ ôçò ÈåïëïãéêÞò Ó÷ïëÞò ôçò
×Üëêçò, åðéêáëïýìåíç ëüãïõò «êáêï-
äéá÷åßñéóçò» êáé «ðñïðáãÜíäáò åíáíôßïí
ôïõ Ôïýñêéêïõ ÊñÜôïõò». Ùóôüóï, êáìéÜ
êáôáããåëßá ãéá «êáêïäéá÷åßñéóç» Þ ãéá
ðñïðáãÜíäá äåí Ý÷åé äéáôõðùèåß óå
âÜñïò ôçò åðéôñïðÞò êáé -ðïëý ðåñéó-
óüôåñï- êáìéÜ ôÝôïéá êáôçãïñßá äåí Ý÷åé
áðïäåé÷èåß, óå áíåîÜñôçôá äéêáóôÞñéá.

Ï ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò Âáñèïëïìáßïò ÷áñá-
êôÞñéóå áðáñÜäåêôç êáé õðïêñéôéêÞ ôç
óõìðåñéöïñÜ ôçò ÔïõñêéêÞò êõâÝñíçóçò
êáé èýìéóå üôé ôçò åêåß åëëçíéêÞò ïìï-
ãÝíåéáò ôá éäñýìáôá, åßíáé íïìïôáãÞ êáé
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Ìáñáèþíéï óõíáíôÞóåùí åß÷å ï Óåâ. Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò ÁìåñéêÞò ê. Óðõñßäùí óôçí ÏõÜóéãêôïí,
áãùíéæüìåíïò ãéá ôçí åðáíáëåéôïõñãßá ôçò Èåïë. Ó÷ïëÞò ôçò ×Üëêçò. (öùô. Ä. ÐáíÜãïò)

«Êáôçãïñþ» ôïõ
Ïéêïõìåíéêïý ÐáôñéÜñ÷ç

ãéá ôá Áíèñþðéíá Äéêáéþìáôá
êáé ôéò Åëåõèåñßåò óôçí Ôïõñêßá
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ôïõ êáè. Ãåùñãßïõ ÌðåìðÞ

Ï ê. Ãåþñãéïò Ó. ÌðåìðÞò åßíáé êáèçãçôÞò
Ðáôñïëïãßáò,óôçí ÈåïëïãéêÞ Ó÷ïëÞ ôïõ Ôéìßïõ Óôáõñïý,
ôçò É. Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò ÁìåñéêÞò.

ÉÙÁÍÍÇÓ Ï ×ÑÕÓÏÓÔÏÌÏÓ

Ì å áõôÜ ôá õðÝñï÷á ëüãéá ç Åêêëçóßá ìáò ôéìÜ
êáé ãåñáßñåé, ôçí 13ç Íïåìâñßïõ ôïí ìåãáëýôå-

ñï êáé åíèïõóéïäÝóôåñï éåñïêÞñõêá üëùí ôùí åðï÷þí,
ôïí ðáíÜãéï êáé ðÜíóïöï Åðßóêïðï êáé Áñ÷éåðßóêïðï
Êùíóôáíôéíïõðüëåùò ôïí ÉùÜííç ôïí ×ñõóüóôïìï. Êáé
êáôÜ ôéò ùñáßåò åêöñÜóåéò ôïõ åêêëçóéáóôéêïý õìíùäïý
«öáéäñýíåôáé» êáé «ëáìðñýíåôáé» ç Åêêëçóßá êáé
«êáôáöñáßíïíôáé» ïé øõ÷Ýò ôùí ðéóôþí, «óôçí
ðáíáãßáí ìíÞìçí» ôïõ ÉùÜííïõ ôïõ ×ñõóïóôüìïõ, äéüôé,
ðñÜãìáôé áíåäåß÷èç «ôï ÷ñýóåïí êáé åýëáëïí» óôüìá
ôçò Åêêëçóßáò, «ï Ýíèåïò öùóôÞñ», «ï óôýëïò ï ðýñéíïò»
üëùí ôùí ðéóôþí, üëùí ôùí åðï÷þí.

«Ôï èåüðíåõóôï üñãáíïí ôçò Åêêëçóßáò ðÜã÷ñõóïí óôüìá ôçò Èåïëïãßáò...»

Åßíáé áëÞèåéá áäýíáôï, íá êáôáãñÜøåé êáíåßò ôçí
ðÜíóåìíç æùÞ êáé ôçí ðÜìöùôç äéáêïíßá, êáé ôçí
áíåðáíÜëçðôç óõããñáöéêÞ ðáñáãùãÞ ôïõ ÉùÜííç ôïõ
×ñõóïóôüìïõ. Ï ðåñßöçìïò ¸ëëçíáò ÊáèçãçôÞò
ÄçìÞôñéïò ÌðáëÜíïò áíáöÝñåé, üôé ìÝ÷ñé ôùí çìåñþí
ìáò Ý÷ïõí äéáóùèåß ðåñéóóüôåñá áðü 1917 ÷åéñü-
ãñáöá ìå Ýñãá ôïõ ÉùÜííïõ ôïõ ×ñõóïóôüìïõ, ï äå
äéÜóçìïò Ðáôñïëüãïò Chrys Baur ìáò ðåñéãñÜöåé
äåêÜäåò âéïãñáöéþí, ðáíçãõñéêþí ïìéëéþí êáé
åãêùìßùí, ðïõ åãñÜöçóáí óôç ôéìÞ êáé ìíÞìç ôïõ
áãßïõ ÉùÜííïõ ôïõ ×ñõóïóôüìïõ. (Ðñâë. ÉùÜííçò ï
×ñõóüóôïìïò êáé ç åðï÷Þ ôïõ, ôüìïò 1ïò, ó. ×É× ê.åî.)
Ï ðëÝïí ðåñéåêôéêüò, åìðíåõóìÝíïò êáé äéáöùôéóôéêüò
«Âßïò» ôïõ áãßïõ ÉùÜííïõ ôïõ ×ñõóïóôüìïõ åãñÜöç
áðü ôïí ÐáëëÜäéï, èáõìáóôÞ ôïõ áãßïõ ÉùÜííïõ ôïõ
×ñõóïóôüìïõ, êáé ï ïðïßïò õðÞñîå åðßóêïðïò
Åëåíïðüëåùò. ÌÝóá óôéò êáôÜöùôåò óåëßäåò ôïõ
âéâëßïõ ôïõ Ðáëëáäßïõ, áéóèÜíåôáé ï áíáãíþóôçò ôçí
êáñäéÜ ôïõ ìåãÜëïõ ÉåñÜñ÷ïõ íá óêéñôÜ áðü áãÜðç
ãéá ôïí ×ñéóôü êáé ôçí Åêêëçóßá Ôïõ, áêïýåé ôçí Üãéá
öùíÞ ôïõ íá êçñýôôåé ôçí áãÜðç, ôçí ìåôÜíïéá, ôçí
åëåçìïóýíç, ôçí óõã÷þñåóç, ôçí ïëïêëçñùôéêÞ ôïõ
áöïóßùóç óôçí åí ×ñéóôþ óùôçñßá ôïõ áíèñùðßíïõ
ãÝíïõò. Êáé ðñÜãìáôé, ãåííçìÝíïò ï ×ñõóüóôïìïò óôçí
ðáíÝìïñöç Áíôéü÷åéá, ôçí «ÓõñéÜäá ÁèÞíá» ôçò
åðï÷Þò ôïõ, ôï 354 ì.×. Ýôõ÷å õðÝñï÷çò ÷ñéóôéáíéêÞò
áíáôñïöÞò áðü ôçí åõãåíÞ ìçôÝñá ôïõ, ôçí åõóåâÝ-
óôáôç ÷Þñá Áíèïýóá, ç ïðïßá åíåöýóçóå óôçí
ðÜíáãíç øõ÷Þ ôïõ ãéïõ ôçò ôçí ïëüäñïóç áýñá ôïõ
éåñïý Åõáããåëßïõ. ÌáèÞôåõóå êïíôÜ óôïõò ìåãÜëïõò
äéäÜóêáëïõò ôçò åðï÷Þò ôïõ, Áíäñáãáèßïõ êáé
ËéâÜíïõ, áðü ôïõò ïðïßïõò åäéäÜ÷èç ôçí Öéëïóïößá
êáé ôçí ÑçôïñéêÞ.

Ó å çëéêßá 18 åôþí âáöôßóôçêå óôá éåñÜ íÜìáôá
ôçò ÷ñéóôéáíéêÞò êïëõìâÞèñáò êáé åðß ôñßá

ó÷åäüí ÷ñüíéá ìüíáóå êïíôÜ óôïí åõëåâÝóôáôï Óýñï
ìïíá÷ü êáé Ýæçóå óå åñçìéêü óðÞëáéï, áóêïýìåíïò óå
íçóôåßá, ðñïóåõ÷Þ êáé óùìáôéêÞ óêëçñáãùãßá,
óôåñïýìåíïò ýðíïõ êáé ôñïöÞò êáé êÜèå Üëëçò áíÝóåùò.

Ç õãåßá ôïõ êëïíßóôçêå áíåðáíüñèùôá êáé
êáôÝöõãå, ðÜëé êïíôÜ óôç ìçôÝñá ôïõ, æþíôáò üìùò
ôïí âßï ôïõ ìïíá÷ïý. Åß÷å ùò äáóêÜëïõò óôçí éåñÜ
Èåïëïãßá ôïí ÊáñôÝñéïí êáé ôïí åðßóêïðï Äéüäùñï
ôçò Ôáñóïý êáé ÷åéñïôïíÞèçêå äéÜêïíïò áðü ôïí Üãéï
åðßóêïðï Áíôéï÷åßáò ÌåëÝôéï êáé óå ðñåóâýôåñï
÷åéñïôïíÞèçêå áðü ôïí åðßóêïðï Áíôéï÷åßáò Öëá-
âéáíü. Ôï êçñõãìáôéêü Ýñãï ôïõ íåáñïý ðñåóâõôÝñïõ
Üöçóå åðï÷Þ óôçí Áíôéü÷åéá. ÊÞñõôôå ÐáñáóêåõÞ êáé
ÊõñéáêÞ óôïí Êáèåäñéêü Íáü ôçò ðüëçò. Äåí ðáñÝ-
ëåéðå, üìùò íá åðéóêÝðôåôáé êáé íá êõñÞôôåé êáé óôá
ðëÝïí ìéêñÜ ðáñåêêëÞóéá ôçò Áíôéï÷åßáò. ¼ôáí ï
áõôïêñáôïñéêüò óôñáôüò åôïéìáæüôáíå íá êáôáóôñÝøåé
ôçí ðüëç, äéüôé ï ëáüò ôçò åðáíáóôÜôçóå êáé
êáôÝóôñåøå ôïõò áíäñéÜíôåò (ôá áãÜëìáôá) ôçò
áõôïêñáôïñéêÞò ïéêïãåíåßáò, ï Üãéïò ÉùÜííçò ï

×ñõóüóôïìïò åîåöþíçóå ôïõò ðåñßöçìïõò «Ðåñß
áíäñéÜíôùí» ëüãïõò ôïõ, ìå ôïõò ïðïßïõò åíåèÜññõíå
ôïí öïâéóìÝíï ëáü ôçò Áíôéï÷åßáò ìÝ÷ñéò üôïõ ï
åðßóêïðïò Öëáâéáíüò åðÝóôñåøå ìå ôçí áõôïêñá-
ôïñéêÞ óõãíþìç êáé áìíçóôåßá. Ç áãÜðç, ï óåâáóìüò
êáé ç áöïóßùóç ôïõ ëáïý ôçò Áíôéï÷åßáò Þôáí
ðáíèïëïãïõìÝíùò óõãêéíçôéêÞ. ̧ ôóé, ìüíï ì� Ýíá áèþï
ôÝ÷íáóìá ï áõôïêñÜôïñáò ÁñêÜäéïò êáé ï ðñùèõðïõñ-
ãüò ôïõ Åõôñüðéïò Ýöåñáí ôïí Üãéï ÉùÜííç ×ñõóüóôïìï
óôçí Êùíóôáíôéíïýðïëç, üðïõ ÷åéñïôïíÞèçêå óå
Áñ÷éåðßóêïðï Êùíóôáíôéíïõðüëåùò, áðü ôïí Áñ÷éåðß-
óêïðï Áëåîáíäñåßáò Èåüöéëï.

Ð Üìðïëëá Ý÷ïõí ãñáöåß ãéá ôçí Áñ÷éåñáôéêÞ
äéáêïíßá ôïõ ìåãÜëïõ Ðáôñüò óôçí ðñùôåý-

ïõóá ôçò Áõôïêñáôïñßáò. Áóöáëþò äåí ãíþñéæå ôçí
äéðëùìáôéêÞ ãëþóóá ôùí ðïëéôéêþí, áóöáëþò äåí
ãíþñéæå ôçí êïëáêåõôéêÞ ãëþóóá ôùí áõëéêþí,
áóöáëþò äåí ãíþñéæå ôéò äïëïðëïêßåò êáé ôéò
ñáäéïõñãßåò áíÜîéùí êëçñéêþí. ÁëëÜ êáé åêåß ìÝóá óôï
Üöéëï êáé å÷èñéêü ðåñéâÜëëïí ôçò ðñùôåýïõóáò
åðÝäåéîå ôéò áñåôÝò ôïõ, áñåôÝò áãÜðçò, Þèïõò,
óõã÷þñåóçò, öéëáíèñùðßáò êáé ðñïóùðéêÞò áõôïèõ-
óßáò. Ôï 403 êáôáäéêÜóôçêå áðü ôçí «Óýíïäï åðß ôçí
Äñýí», áðü ôïõò Üóðïíäïõò å÷èñïýò ôïõ êáé ôç 14ç
Óåðôåìâñßïõ 407, åí åîïñßá ðáñÝäùóå ôï ðáíÜãéï
ðíåýìá ôïõ óôïí ×ñéóôü ðïõ ôüóï áãÜðçóå êáé ôüóï
åëÜôñåõóå. Ôçí 27ç Éáíïõáñßïõ 438 ôï éåñü óêÞíùìÜ
ôïõ ìåôáöÝñèçêå óôçí Êùíóôáíôéíïýðïëç êáé åôÝèç
åéò ôïí Íáü ôùí Áðïóôüëùí, åíþ ï áõôïêñÜôùñ
Èåïäüóéïò Â´ æÞôçóå óõã÷þñåóç ãéá ôïí ðáôÝñá ôïõ
ÁñêÜäéï êáé ãé� üëïõò üóïõò áäßêçóáí ôïí Üãéï
Áñ÷éåðßóêïðï Êùíóôáíôéíïõðüëåùò. Ï ÓïõÀäáò, ï
óõããñáöåýò ôïõ ðåñßöçìïõ Ëåîéêïý ôïõ åíäåêÜôïõ
áéþíïò, äßêáéá óçìåéþíåé, üôé êáíåßò äåí îÝñåé ôïí
áñéèìü ôùí óõããñáììÜôùí ôïõ áãßïõ áíäñüò. Ìüíï
ï ðÜíóïöïò Èåüò ìðïñåß íá äþóåé ôçí áðÜíôçóç
(117, 12,83). Ôï âéâëßï ôïõ ðåñß Éåñùóýíçò, ïé
ðñáãìáôåßåò ôïõ ðåñß Ðáñèåíßáò êáé ìïíá÷éóìïý, ïé
ðåñß íçóôåßáò êáé êáôáíýîåùò ëüãïé ôïõ, ïé åîçãçôéêÝò
ïìéëßåò åðÜíù óôá êáèáãéáóìÝíá êåßìåíá ôçò ÐáëáéÜò
êáé ÊáéíÞò ÄéáèÞêçò, ïé äéÜöïñåò ðåñéóôáôéêÝò ïìéëßåò
êáé ôá êçñýãìáôÜ ôïõ, ôïí áíáäåéêíýïõí ùò «ôïí
ÄçìïóèÝíçí» ôïõ ×ñéóôéáíéóìïý, ùò ôïí ìåãáëýôåñï
êáé ôïí äéáðñåðÝóôåñï éåñïêÞñõêá ôçò Åêêëçóßáò, ùò
ïëïöþôåéíï ðñüôõðï ôçò åêêëçóéáóôéêÞò ñçôïñéêÞò,
áëëÜ êáé ôï çñùéêü ðñüôõðï ôçò ÷ñéóôéáíéêÞò ðßóôåùò
êáé åìðñÜêôïõ áñåôÞò. Ðüóï ùñáßá êáé ðüóï ðåéóôéêÜ
áðåõèýíåôáé êáé óå ìáò ï éåñüò ÐáôÞñ ãñÜöïíôáò:
«¼óï ëïéðü èá õðÜñ÷åé ôï óÞìåñá, áò ìçí áðåëðéæü-
ìåèá, áëë� Ý÷ïíôáò êáëÝò åëðßäåò ðñüò ôïí Êýñéïí êáé
óêåðôüìåíïé ôï ðÝëáãïí ôçò öéëáíèñùðßáò ôïõ, áöïý
áðïôéíÜæùìå êÜèå ôé ôï ðïíçñü áðü ôçí óêÝøç ìáò,
ìå ðïëëÞ ðñïèõìßá êáé åëðßäá áò áóêïýìå ôçí áñåôÞ,
êáé áò åðéäåßîïõìå ìåôÜíïéá ìå üëç ôç äýíáìç ìáò,
þóôå áöïý áðáëëá÷èïýìå åäþ áð� üëá ôá áìáñôÞ-
ìáôÜ ìáò, íá ìðïñÝóïõìå ìå èÜññïò íá óôáèïýìå
ìðñïóôÜ óôï âÞìá ôïõ ×ñéóôïý, êáé íá åðéôý÷ïõìå
ôç âáóéëåßá ôùí ïõñáíþí...» (Ðåñß ìåôáíïßáò, ïìéëßá
Á´). Áò õìíÞóïõìå êáé åìåßò, ìáæß ìå ôïí õìíùäü ôçò
Åêêëçóßáò ìáò ôïí Üãéï ÉùÜííç ôïí ×ñõóüóôïìï, ï
ïðïßïò, ðñáãìáôéêÜ êáôÝóôç «ï åðßãåéïò ¢ããåëïò», «ï
ïõñÜíéïò Üíèñùðïò», «ôùí áñåôþí ôï èçóáýñéóìá».
Áò ôïí ðáñáêáëÝóïõìå íá ãßíåé êáé íá ãßíåôáé êÜèå
ìÝñá, «ï ðñåóâåõôÞò ôùí øõ÷þí çìþí» êáé ï
ðÜíóïöïò êáé ðÜã÷ñõóïò êáé ðïëýöùôïò ïäçãüò ôçò
åí ×ñéóôþ óùôçñßáò ìáò.

áðáéôïýí, ãéá ôï ëüãï áõôü, «ôï óåâáóìü ôùí óôïé÷åéù-
äþí äéêáéùìÜôùí ôïõò áðü ôéò áñ÷Ýò».

¸íôïíá åðéêñéôéêÞ Þôáí åîÜëëïõ êáé ç áíôßäñáóç ôïõ
óõíüëïõ ôùí ðïëéôéêþí êáé èñçóêåõôéêþí áñ÷çãþí óôçí
ÅëëÜäá êáé óôçí ÅõñùðáúêÞ Êïéíüôçôá.

Ï ðñåóâåõôÞò ôùí ÇíùìÝíùí Ðïëéôåéþí óôçí
¢ãêõñá ê. ÐÜñéò åðéóêÝöôçêå ôï ÖáíÜñé ðñïêåéìÝíïõ
íá åíçìåñùèåß êáé åîÝöñáóå ôï åíäéáöÝñïí ôçò
ÏõÜóéãêôïí ãéá ôçí äéáôÞñçóç ôçò åëåõèåñßáò ôçò
Ïñèüäïîçò Åêêëçóßáò êáé ôïõ Ïéêïõìåíéêïý Ðáôñéáñ-
÷åßïõ. Ï ê. ÐÜñéò åðéóêÝöôçêå åðßóçò ôï Ôïõñêéêü
Õðïõñãåßï Åîùôåñéêþí æçôþíôáò ðéï äßêáéç ðñïóÝããéóç
ôïõ èÝìáôïò êáé ìåôáöÝñïíôáò ôéò ðñïóùðéêÝò
áíçóõ÷ßåò ôïõ Áìåñéêáíïý ÐñïÝäñïõ ó÷åôéêÜ ìå ôçí
áðïìÜêñõíóç ôùí ìåëþí ôçò ÅöïñåõôéêÞò ÅðéôñïðÞò.
Ï Áìåñéêáíüò ÐñÝóâçò Ýèåóå åðßóçò êáé ôï ãåíéêüôåñï
èÝìá åðáíáëåéôïõñãßáò ôçò ÈåïëïãéêÞò Ó÷ïëÞò ôçò
×Üëêçò ãéá ôï ïðïßï üðùò åßðå åðéäåéêíýåé éäéáßôåñç
åõáéóèçóßá êáé åíäéáöÝñïí ôï Áìåñéêáíéêü ÊïãêñÝóï.

ÍEA ÕOÑKH. � Ìå ðñùôïâïõëßá ôïõ Óåâáóìéü-
ôáôïõ Áñ÷éåðéóêüðïõ ÁìåñéêÞò ê. Óðõñßäùíïò ðñáã-
ìáôïðïéÞèçêå óôçí É. Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞ åéäéêÞ óýóêåøç ôç
ÄåõôÝñá, 16 Íïåìâñßïõ ìå óêïðü íá óõóôáèåß åðéôñïðÞ
áðïôåëïýìåíç áðü êëçñéêïýò, åêðáéäåõôéêïýò êáé
ãïíåßò, ãéá íá êáôáâëçèïýí ðñïóðÜèåéåò áíáôñïðÞò
ôçò áðïöÜóåùò ôùí åêðáéäåõôéêþí áñ÷þí ôçò
Ðïëéôåßáò ôçò ÍÝáò Õüñêçò íá êáôáñãÞóïõí ôçí
ÅîÝôáóç óôç ÍåïåëëçíéêÞ ãëþóóá (Regents), óôá
ðëáßóéá ôùí ãåíéêþí áëëáãþí óôï ðñüãñáììá îÝíùí
ãëùóóþí ôùí äçìïóßùí ó÷ïëåßùí.

Óôç äéÜñêåéá ôçò óõíåäñßáóçò, óôçí ïðïßá ðÞñáí
ìÝñïò 60 ðåñßðïõ åêðñüóùðïé ôùí êïéíïôéêþí

çìåñçóßùí êáé áðïãåõìáôéíþí ó÷ïëåßùí, éåñåßò êáé
êïéíïôéêïß ðáñÜãïíôåò ôçò ðåñéï÷Þò, áðïöáóßóèçêå ç
óýóôáóç êáé ç áðïóôïëÞ åéäéêÞò ÅðéôñïðÞò óôï Albany,
ôçí ÔåôÜñôç, 18 Íïåìâñßïõ, ãéá íá óõæçôÞóåé ôï èÝìá
ìå ôïõò åêðñïóþðïõò ôùí åêðáéäåõôéêþí áñ÷þí ôçò
Ðïëéôåßáò. Óýìöùíá ìå ôïí ðñüåäñï ôçò ÅðéôñïðÞò,
ôïí äéêçãüñï ê. James Comack, ôïí ïðïßï äéüñéóå ï
Óåâáóìéüôáôïò, ç óõíåäñßáóç Þôáí Üêñùò åðïéêï-
äïìçôéêÞ. Ôá ìÝëç ôçò ÅðéôñïðÞò åß÷áí ôçí åõêáéñßá íá
åêèÝóïõí ôéò áðüøåéò ôïõò êáé íá êÜíïõí ðñïôÜóåéò
ãéá ôçí Üìåóç åðßëõóç ôïõ ðñïâëÞìáôïò ðïõ åíÝóêõøå
ôåëåõôáßá.

Ï ê. Comack äÞëùóå üôé ç åðßëõóç ôïõ èÝìáôïò

Ý÷åé ôåèåß óå «ðñïôåñáéüôçôá» áðü ôéò åêðáéäåõôéêÝò
áñ÷Ýò ôçò Ðïëéôåßáò êáé üôé áíáìÝíåôáé áðÜíôçóç åíôüò
ôïõ ìçíüò. Ç áñ÷éåðéóêïðéêÞ áíôéðñïóùðåßá, åêôüò
áðü ôïí ê. Comack, ìÝëïò ôçò ó÷ïëéêÞò åðéôñïðÞò ôïõ
êáèåäñéêïý íáïý ôïõ Áãßïõ Ðáýëïõ, Hempstead,
áðïôåëåßôáé áðü ôïõò åîÞò: Áéäåóéì. ð. Ãåþñãéï
Óôáõñüðïõëï, éåñáôéêþò ðñïúóôÜìåíï ôçò êïéíüôçôáò
Áãßáò ÔñéÜäïò, Hicksville, åêðñïóùðïýíôá ôïí
Óåâáóìéüôáôï Áñ÷éåðßóêïðï ÁìåñéêÞò  ê. Óðõñßäùíá,
Ìáñßá Ìáêåäþí, õðïäéåõèýíôñéá ôïõ Ãñáöåßïõ
Ðáéäåßáò ôçò É. Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò, ´Áëåî Ðñßôóï, ðñüåäñï
ôçò ó÷ïëéêÞò åðéôñïðÞò áðïãåõìáôéíïý ó÷ïëåßïõ Áãßïõ
ÍéêïëÜïõ, Flushing, Êùíóôáíôßíï Ñéæüðïõëï, ãåíéêü
äéåõèõíôÞ ôùí ó÷ïëåßùí Áãßïõ Äçìçôñßïõ Áóôïñßáò,
Êùíóôáíôßíï Ãêáëßôóç, åðéèåùñçôÞ îÝíùí ãëùóóþí
ó÷ïëéêÞò ðåñéöÝñåéáò Hicksville, ÔóÜñëò ÊáðåôáíÜêç,
äéêçãüñï, ìÝëïò ôçò Ó÷ïëéêÞò ÅðéôñïðÞò ôçò 20çò
ÐåñéöÝñåéáò, Ìðñïýêëéí êáé ÐÝôñï ÂëÞôá, ðñüåäñï ôïõ
êïéíïôéêïý óõìâïõëßïõ ôïõ Êáèåäñéêïý Íáïý Áãßùí
Êùíóôáíôßíïõ & ÅëÝíçò óôï Ìðñïýêëéí.

ÍEÁ ÕÏÑÊÇ. � Ôï êáíÜëé PBS óýíôïìá èá äþóåé óå
üëïõò ìáò ôçí åõêáéñßá íá ðáñáêïëïõèÞóïõìå áðü ôéò
ôçëåïðôéêÝò ïèüíåò ôï êáôáðëçêôéêü ôáîßäé ôùí ðñþôùí
ÅëëÞíùí ðïõ ìåôáíÜóôåõóáí óôéò ÇÐÁ êáé Ýãéíáí ïé
Þñùåò ôçò óýã÷ñïíçò ÅëëÜäáò. Ôï íôïêéìáíôÝñ ìå ôßôëï
THE GREEK AMERICANS èá ðñïâëçèåß áðü ôï êáíÜëé PBS
ôï ÓÜââáôï 21 Íïåìâñßïõ óôéò 8 ì.ì. Èá åðáíáëçöèåß
ôçí Ôñßôç 24 Íïåìâñßïõ êáé ôçí Ôñßôç 8 Äåêåìâñßïõ, ôçí
ßäéá þñá.

Êáìßá Üëëç ïìÜäá ìåôáíáóôþí äåí Ýöôáóå óôçí
ÁìåñéêÞ ìå ôüóï ðëïýóéá ðïëéôéóìéêÞ êëçñïíïìéÜ. Ôéò
áíáìíÞóåéò ôïõò ìïéñÜæïíôáé ìå ôïõò ôçëåèåáôÝò ïé
çèïðïéïß Ïëõìðßá ÄïõêÜêç, Ôæïí ÓôÜìïò êáé Ìðßëé ÆÝéí
(Ôéôáíéêüò), ï ðñþçí óýìâïõëïò ôïõ ðñïÝäñïõ Ìðéë
Êëßíôïí Ôæïñôæ Óôåöáíüðïõëïò, ï ðñþçí áèëçôÞò êáé
çèïðïéüò Áëåî ÊáññÜò, ï äéåõèõíôÞò ôçò CIA Ôæïñôæ
ÔÝíåô êáé ðïëëïß Üëëïé, ïé ïðïßïé ðñïâÜëëïõí ìéá åéêüíá
ôçò ÅëëÜäáò äéáöïñåôéêÞ áðü ôç óõíçèéóìÝíç.

Ç Ïëõìðßá ÄïõêÜêç ëÝåé üôé ç åìðåéñßá ôùí
Åëëçíïáìåñéêáíþí ÷áñáêôçñßæåôáé áðü «ôçí üñåîÞ ôïõò
ãéá æùÞ» êáé ç óõããñáöÝáò ÁñéÜííá ×Üöéíãêôïí
åðéâåâáéþíåé üôé ôï íá åßóáé ¸ëëçíáò óçìáßíåé «íá æåéò
ôç æùÞ óå üëç ôçò ôçí Ýêôáóç».

Oé ðñþôïé ¸ëëçíåò ìåôáíÜóôåò Ýöôáóáí óôçí
ÁìåñéêÞ Ý÷ïíôáò ùò Ýíá áðü ôá ëßãá åöüäéÜ ôïõò ôçí
áéóéïäïîßá ôïõò ãéá ôç íÝá æùÞ ôïõò óå ìéá êáéíïýñéá
÷þñá. ÏñãÜíùóáí ôéò êïéíüôçôÝò ôïõò êáé êñÜôçóáí
æùíôáíÝò ôéò ðáñáäüóåéò ôïõò, ôç ãëþóóá ôïõò êáé ôç
èñçóêåßá ôïõò.

«Áí åßóáé ¸ëëçíáò, åßóáé õðï÷ñåùìÝíïò íá åßóáé
Üñéóôïò». Êé áõôü ç Ïëõìðßá ÄïõêÜêç ôï ïíïìÜæåé
«åðé÷åéñçìáôéêü ðíåýìá» ôùí ÅëëÞíùí.

Oðïéïò êáé áí åßíáé ï óôü÷ïò ôïõ ̧ ëëçíá, áó÷ïëåßôáé
ìå áõôüí ìå áöïóßùóç êáé æÞëï. Oé ðåñéóóüôåñïé ̧ ëëçíåò
êñÜôçóáí, Üëëùóôå, ôá ïíüìáôÜ ôïõò ôá ïðïßá öÝñïõí
ìå ðåñçöÜíéá. Ôï íôïêéìáíôÝñ êÜíåé åéäéêÞ áíáöïñÜ óôïí
çèïðïéü ÔÝëëõ ÓáâÜëá, ï ïðïßïò Üíïéîå ôïí äñüìï ãéá
ðïëëïýò Åëëçíïáìåñéêáíïýò óôï ×üëéãïõíô, éäßùò ìå ôïí
ñüëï ôïõ áóôõíïìéêïý Êüôæáê, óôçí ïìþíõìç áóôõ-
íïìéêÞ óåéñÜ.

� óåë. 13

«Êáôçãïñþ» ôïõ Ïéêïõì. ÐáôñéÜñ÷ç

ÔçëåïðôéêÞ ÅêðïìðÞ ãéá ôïõò
Ðñþôïõò Ïìïãåíåßò óôéò ÇÐÁ

Áíôéðñïóùðåßá ôçò É. Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò óôï Êõâåñíåßï ôçò ÍÝáò Õüñêçò
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Ìå ðáñáäïóéáêÞ ìåãáëïðñÝðåéá êáé
éåñïðñÝðåéá åïñôÜóèçêáí ôá ÷ßëéá ÷ñüíéá
áðü ôçí ßäñõóç ôçò ÌïíÞò Îåíïöþíôïò
ôïõ Áãßïõ ¼ñïõò ìå ôçí ðáñïõóßá ôïõ
Ïéêïõìåíéêïý ÐáôñéÜñ÷ç Âáñèïëïìáßïõ.

Åîï÷üôçôïò åéò ôï ¢ãéïí ¼ñïò, äéüôé ôï
åíäéáöÝñïí áìöïôÝñùí çìþí äéÜ ôïýôï
êáé ôï ðëáßóéïí ôùí áñìïäéïôÞôùí
åêáôÝñïõ áðïâëÝðåé åéò ôçí äéÜ êïéíÞò
óõìâïëÞò äéáôÞñçóéí êáé ðñïáãùãÞí ôçò
ðáãêïóìßùò ãíùóôÞò êáé ëßáí ðñùôï-
ôýðïõ ìïíáóôéêÞò êïéíüôçôïò áõôïý.

>Åßíáé ãíùóôüí, üôé ôï õðü ôçò
ÅëëçíéêÞò Ðïëéôåßáò, åî åíäéáöÝñïíôïò êáé
áãÜðçò, Óõíôáãìáôéêþò êáôù÷õñùìÝíïí
åêêëçóéáóôéêüí êáé íïìéêüí êáèåóôþò ôïõ
Áãßïõ ¼ñïõò ðñïâëÝðåé ôçí óõíåñãáóßáí
åðß ôùí èåìÜôùí áõôïý: á) ôïõ Ïéêïõìå-
íéêïý ÐáôñéÜñ÷ïõ, ùò Åðéóêüðïõ áõôïý,
â) ôçò ÅëëçíéêÞò Ðïëéôåßáò ùò áñìïäßáò

Ôá ÷ßëéá ÷ñüíéá ôçò ÌïíÞò Îåíïöþíôïò
ãéüñôáóå óôï Áãéï Ïñïò ç Ïñèïäïîßá

ôïõ Íéêüëáïõ Ìáããßíá

Óôéò åïñôáóôéêÝò åêäçëþóåéò Ýëáâáí
ìÝñïò ï Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò Áèçíþí êáé ÐÜóçò
ÅëëÜäïò ×ñéóôüäïõëïò, ï Ðñüåäñïò ôçò
ÅëëçíéêÞò Äçìïêñáôßáò ÊùóôÞò Óôåöáíü-
ðïõëïò, ÉåñÜñ÷åò ôïõ Ïéêïõìåíéêïý
Èñüíïõ êáé ôçò Åêêëçóßáò ôçò ÅëëÜäïò, ï
Ðñüåäñïò ôçò ÂïõëÞò Áð. ÊáêëáìÜíçò,

Õðïõñãïß, âïõëåõôÝò, ï ÄéïéêçôÞò ôïõ
Áãßïõ ¼ñïõò Óôáýñïò Øõ÷Üñçò, Üëëïé
åðßóçìïé êáé ðëÞèïò ðñïóêõíçôþí.

Êïñýöùìá ôïõ åïñôáóìïý ôçò ðñþ-
ôçò ÷éëéåôßáò ôçò ÌïíÞò Îåíïöþíôïò Þôáí
ç Èåßá Ëåéôïõñãßá ðïõ ôåëÝóèçêå óôï
Êáèïëéêü ôçò ÌïíÞò óôï Íáü ôïõ Áãßïõ
Ãåùñãßïõ, üðïõ ðñïåîÞñ÷áí ï Ïéêïõ-
ìåíéêü ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò Âáñèïëïìáßïò ìå ôïí
Áñ÷éåðßóêïðï Áèçíþí êáé ðÜóçò ÅëëÜäïò
×ñéóôüäïõëï, êáé ÉåñÜñ÷åò ôïõ Ðáôñé-
áñ÷åßïõ êáé ôçò Åêêëçóßáò ôçò ÅëëÜäïò
êáèþò ï Çãïýìåíïò ôçò ÌïíÞò Îåíï-
öþíôïò Áñ÷éìáíäñßôçò ÁëÝîéïò êáé Üëëïé
çãïýìåíïé Ìïíþí ôïõ Áãßïõ ¼ñïõò.

Ùò ãíùóôüí ôï ¢ãéï ¼ñïò õðÜãåôáé
óôçí ðíåõìáôéêÞ äéêáéïäïóßá ôïõ Ïéêïõ-
ìåíéêïý Ðáôñéáñ÷åßïõ êáé ï Ïéêïõìåíéêüò
ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò åßíáé ï Åðßóêïðïò ôçò
ÌïíáóôéêÞò ðïëéôåßáò ôïõ ¢èïõ.

ÊáôÜ ôç Èåßá Ëåéôïõñãßá, óå ïìéëßá
ôïõ ï ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò Âáñèïëïìáßïò «áããåëï-
÷áñìüóõíç» çìÝñá ÷áñáêôÞñéóå ôçí
÷éëéåôÞ åðÝôåéï ôçò éóôïñéêÞò êáé ðïëõóÞ-
ìáíôçò ÌïíÞò Îåíïöþíôïò. Ï ÐáôñéÜñ-
÷çò áöïý áíáöÝñèçêå óôï ðïëõóÞìáíôï
ðíåõìáôéêü Ýñãï ôçò ÌïíÞò, óôï ðÝñá-
óìá ôùí áéþíùí, áíÝðôõîå ôï Ýñãï ôçò
ÌçôÝñáò Åêêëçóßáò, ëÝãïíôáò üôé: «Ç
ÌÞôçñ Åêêëçóßá äåí ðïëåìåß, óþæåé^ äåí
êáôáäéêÜæåé, óõã÷ùñåß^ äåí èáíáôþíåé,
æùïðïéåß^ äåí áðïôÝìíåé, èåñáðåýåé^ äåí
åðéôéìÜ, óõìâïõëåýåé^ äåí êáôáñÜôáé,
åý÷åôáé^ äåí õðïôéìÜ, ôéìÜ^ äåí õðï-
âéâÜæåé, áíáâéâÜæåé^ äåí èëßâåé, ÷áñïðïéåß^
äåí ôáñÜóóåé, åéñçíåýåé^ äåí äéþêåé,
ðåñéèÜëðåé êáé åí ãÝíåé äñÜ, åõåñãåôéêþò
äéÜ ôïí Üíèñùðïí».

Ôçí éóôïñéêÞ åðÝôåéï ôßìçóå ìå ôçí
ÝëåõóÞ ôïõ óôç ÌïíÞ Îåíïöþíôïò ï
Ðñùèõðïõñãüò ôçò ÅëëÜäïò Êþóôáò
Óéìßôçò.

ÊáôÜ ôç Äïîïëïãßá ðïõ ôåëÝóèçêå
óôï Êáèïëéêü ôçò ÌïíÞò, óôï íáü ôïõ
Áãßïõ Ãåùñãßïõ, ï Ðáíáãéüôáôïò õðïäå-
÷üìåíïò ìå ìåãÜëç ÷áñÜ ôïí ¸ëëçíá
Ðñùèõðïõñãü õðïãñÜììéóå:

«Èåùñïýìåí éäéáéôÝñùò óçìáíôéêÞí
ôçí óõíÜíôçóéí çìþí ìåôÜ ôçò ÕìåôÝñáò

áõôÞò óôïñãÞò êáé äéáêñßóåùò ðñüò ôå ôï
¢ãéïí ¼ñïò êáé ðñüò ôï Ïéêïõìåíéêüí
Ðáôñéáñ÷åßïí. Áðü ôçò áðüøåùò ôáýôçò
ç óõíÜíôçóéò çìþí ðÜíôùí åéò ôïí Éåñüí
ôïýôïí Ôüðïí, ôïí áðïëáýïíôá ôçò
êïéíÞò ðÜíôùí áãÜðçò êáé óôïñãÞò,
áðïêôÜ óõìâïëéêüí ÷áñáêôÞñá êáé
åêöñÜæåé ôçí êïéíÞí èÝëçóéí äéÜ ôçí
åýñõèìïí ëåéôïõñãßáí ôçò óõíåñãáóßáò
áõôþí åð� áãáèþ ôïõ Áãéùíýìïõ ¼ñïõò
êáé ôïõ êüóìïõ ðáíôüò».

Óôçí ðñïóöþíçóÞ ôïõ ðñüò ôïí
Ðñùèõðïõñãü ï Çãïýìåíïò ôçò ÌïíÞò
êáëïóùñßæïíôÜò ôïí, ôüíéóå üôé: «Êáõ÷ü-
ìåèá äå ïé ôïõ Éåñïý ¢èùíïò åñçìïðïëßôáé
êáèüôé åõñéóêüìåèá õðü ôçí ãåñáñÜí
ðíåõìáôéêÞí äéêáéäïóßáí ôïõ Ïéêïõìå-
íéêïý Ðáôñéáñ÷åßïõ, êáé áðïôåëåß ï ôüðïò
ïýôïò áíáðüóôáôïí ôìÞìá ôçò öéëôÜôçò
çìþí ðáôñßäïò, ôçò ÅëëÜäïò. ÄéÜ ôïýôï,
ç ÷áñÜ çìþí åßíáé ðåðëçñùìÝíç, Ý÷ïíôåò
åí ìÝóù çìþí ôïõò äýï Üñ÷ïíôåò ôçò
Åêêëçóßáò êáé ôïõ ¸èíïõò çìþí, êáé ç
åõãíùìïóýíç äéáêáôÝ÷åé ôáò êáñäßáò
üëùí çìþí äéÜ ôçí ôéìçôéêÞí ðáñïõóßáí
Óáò åéò ôçí åïñôÜæïõóáí ÌïíÞí ôïõ
Ïóßïõ Îåíïöþíôïò».

Óôçí áíôéöþíçóÞ ôïõ ï Ðñùèõðïõñ-
ãüò ôçò ÅëëÜäïò Êþóôáò Óéìßôçò ìåôáîý
Üëëùí õðïãñÜììéóå ôçí êåöáëáéþäç
óçìáóßá, ôçí ïðïßá áðïäßäåé óôçí éóôï-
ñéêÞ ðñïóöïñÜ ôïõ Ïéêïõìåíéêïý Ðáôñé-
áñ÷åßïõ êáé ðñüóèåóå: «Ôï ðåñéâÜëëïõìå
ìå óåâáóìü êáé ôéìÞ êáé áíáãíùñßæïõìå
ôç äéåèíÞ áêôéíïâïëßá ôùí ðñùôïâïõëéþí
ôïõ ãéá ôçí åäñáßùóç ôçò åéñÞíçò óôïí
êüóìï, ôçí ðñïóôáóßá ôïõ ðåñéâÜëëïíôïò
êáé ôçí åíüôçôá ôùí Åêêëçóéþí».

Óôç óõíÝ÷åéá ï Ðñùèõðïõñãüò áíáöå-
ñüìåíïò óôá ÷ßëéá ÷ñüíéá ôçò ÌïíÞò ôüíéóå:
«Óôçí É. ÌïíÞ Îåíïöþíôïò, ç ïðïßá
åïñôÜæåé ôçí ÷éëéåôçñßäá ôçò, åêöñÜæïõìå
ôéò èåñìüôáôåò åõ÷Ýò íá óõíå÷ßóåé ôï
ãíùóôü óå üëïõò ìáò, äçìéïõñãéêü Ýñãï ôçò
ðíåõìáôéêÞò êáé êôéñéáêÞò áíáóõãêñüôçóçò
êáé ðíåõìáôéêÞò ðñïóöïñÜò ôï ïðïßï
óõíôåëåß ç æùíôáíÞ êáé ðïëõìåëÞò áäåëöü-
ôçôÜ ôçò, ìå ôçí êáèïäÞãçóç ôïõ áãáðçôïý
óå üëïõò ÃÝñïíôá ÁëÝîéïõ>.

äéÜ ôçí ôÞñçóéí ôçò ôÜîåùò êáé
áóöáëåßáò êáé äéÜ ôçí åðï-
ðôåßáí ôçò ôçñÞóåùò ôùí áãé-
ïñåéôéêþí èåóìþí, êáé ã) ôùí åí
áõôþ ìïíáæüíôùí, ïñãáíù-
ìÝíùí êáôÜ ôá áñ÷áßá èÝóìéá
åéò åßêïóéí áõôïäéïéêÞôïõò Ìï-
íÜò êáé åéò ôï óõëëïãéêüí üñ-
ãáíïí áõôþí, ôçí ÉåñÜí Êïéíü-
ôçôá.

>Ç óõíåñãáóßá áýôç ôùí
ôñéþí ôïýôùí ðáñáãüíôùí
åßíáé åðéâåâëçìÝíç êáé ùöÝëé-
ìïò äéÜ ôï ¢ãéïí ¼ñïò êáé äé�
üëïõò ôïõò äé� áõôü åíäéáöåñï-
ìÝíïõò, äéü êáé ìïíïìåñåßò
åíÝñãåéáé ðñÝðåé íá áðïöåýãï-
íôáé, äéüôé äçìéïõñãïýí óõí-
Þèùò ðñïâëÞìáôá. Ôï Ïéêïõìå-
íéêüí Ðáôñéáñ÷åßïí ìåôÜ ðïë-
ëÞò ôçò óôïñãÞò êáé äéáêñßóåùò
áóêåß ôçí ðíåõìáôéêÞí äéêáéï-
äïóßáí áõôïý, åõåëðéóôåß äÝ üôé
êáé ç ðáñÝìâáóéò ôçò ÅëëçíéêÞò
Ðïëéôåßáò åìðíÝåôáé õðü ôçò

Óôçí åßóïäï ôçò ÌïíÞò ï Ðáíáãéüôáôïò ìå ôï Ðñù-
èõðïõñãü ôçò ÅëëÜäïò ê. Óçìßôç.    (öùô. Í. Ìáããßíáò) Óôçí Ýäñá ôçò É. Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò ï Óåâ. Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò ÁìåñéêÞò ê. Óðõñßäùí õðïäÝ÷ôçêå ôïí

Ìçôñïðïëßôç Íåáðüëåùò êáé Óôáõñïõðüëåùò Äéïíýóéï (Íïìüò Èåó/íéêçò). Ï Óåâáóìéüôáôïò
ðáñÝèåóå ãåýìá ðñïò ôéìÞ ôïõ êáé ôùí êëçñéêþí ðïõ ôïí óõíüäåõáí.   (Öùô. Ä. ÐáíÜãïò)

Ï Óåâ. Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò ÁìåñéêÞò ê. Óðõñßäùí åðéóêÝöôçêå óôéò áñ÷Ýò ôïõ ìÞíá ôç íÝï-
éäñõèåßóá É. ÌïíÞ ôùí Áãßùí Áñ÷áããÝëùí óôï ÔÝîáò üðïõ ìáæß ìå ìïíá÷ïýò êáé ìïíá÷Ýò
äþäåêá íÝï-éäñõèÝíôùí ìïíáóôéêþí êïéíïôÞôùí óôéò ÇÐÁ ãéüñôáóáí ôá 1.100 ÷ñüíéá
ôçò ÁèùíéêÞò ìïíáóôéêÞò ðáñÜäïóçò.           (öùô. Ä. ÐáíÜãïò)
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TOP PROPERTIES is a private con-
cern and Mr. George S. Pipinos, its owner,
has earned, over the years, a reputation
for integrity and excellence in the world
of Real Estate in the Dodecanese.

At Top Properties we try hard to at-
tract important and selective investors:
high caliber businessmen/women and dis-
cerning professional people, both Greek
and foreign, who wish to acquire substan-
tial and valuable property on Rhodes.

We offer our expertise and advice pri-
vately, discreetly and in strict confidence.

We keep a comprehensive list of real
estate of the highest specification:

Ïäüò ÊÝííåíôõ 38,  ÑÏÄÏÓ 85100 � 38 Kennedy St., RHODES GR85100 GREECE
TEL.: (0241) 23895 � FAX: (0241) 20883

TOP PROPERTIES
GEORGIOS S. PIPINOS � ÃÅÙÑÃÉÏÓ Ó. ÐÉÐÉÍÏÓ

ÌÅÓÉÔÇÓ ÁÓÔÉÊÙÍ ÓÕÌÂÁÓÅÙÍ
REAL ESTATE AGENT � MEMBER OF F.I.A.B.C.I.

Ç �TOP PROPERTIES� åßíáé áôïìéêÞ åðé÷åßñçóç êáé áíÞêåé åî ïëïêëÞñïõ óôïí ê.
Ãåþñãéï Ó. Ðéðßíï, ðïõ áðü ôï 1971 áó÷ïëåßôáé áðïêëåéóôéêÜ êáé ìüíï ìå åðåíäýóåéò êáé
REAL ESTATE, óôï íçóß ôçò Ñüäïõ, êáèþò êáé óôçí åõñýôåñç ðåñéï÷Þ ôçò ÄùäåêáíÞóïõ.

ÁÐÅÕÈÕÍÏÌÁÓÔÅ: Óôïõò óïâáñïýò, áðáéôçôéêïýò êáé åðéëåêôéêïýò åðåíäõôÝò-
åðé÷åéñçìáôßåò- åëåýèåñïõò åðáããåëìáôßåò, ̧ ëëçíåò êáé îÝíïõò, õøçëïý åéóïäçìáôéêïý åðéðÝäïõ,
ðïõ åíäéáöÝñïíôáé íá êÜíïõí ìéá óïâáñÞ åðÝíäõóç ðñïâïëÞò óôï íçóß ôçò Ñüäïõ.

ÐÑÏÓÖÅÑÏÕÌÅ:  Á) Õðçñåóßåò êáé ðëçñïöïñßåò ðïõ ãßíïíôáé óå ðñïóùðéêü åðßðåäï
ìå å÷åìýèåéá, äéáêñéôéêüôçôá êáé óïâáñüôçôá.

Â) ÌåãÜëç ãêÜìá õøçëÞò ðïéüôçôáò áêéíÞôùí, üðùò: 1) Îåíïäï÷åßá Á� êáé Â� êáôçãïñßáò
ôùí 600-500-350-300 êëéíþí 2) ÊåíôñéêÜ áóôéêÜ áêßíçôá êáôÜëëçëá ãéá ÔñÜðåæåò -
êáôáóôÞìáôá-ãñáöåßá 3) ÐáñáëéáêÝò åêôÜóåéò, êáôÜëëçëåò ãéá ôïõñéóôéêÝò åðåíäýóåéò ôùí
150.000-100.000-70.000-50.000-36.000 ô.ì. êáé 4) Äéáìåñßóìáôá êáé ìåæïíÝôåò ðñïâïëÞò.

ÓÔÏ×ÏÓ ÌÁÓ ÅÉÍÁÉ: Íá ðñïóöÝñïõìå óôï áãïñáóôéêü ìáò êïéíü  õøçëÞò ðïéüôçôáò
áêßíçôá êáé åõêáéñßåò óôï íçóß ôçò Ñüäïõ. Ç åéêïóéðåíôáåôÞò êáé ðëÝïí ðåßñá ìáò óôïí ôïìÝá
áõôü áðïôåëåß åããýçóç.

ÓÕÍÈÇÌÁ ÌÁÓ ÅÉÍÁÉ:
Åðåíäýóôå óôç ÑÏÄÏ ÔÙÑÁ, óå áêßíçôá ðïõ ÁÍÔÅ×ÏÕÍ ÓÔÏ ×ÑÏÍÏ

Ãåþñãéïò Ó. Ðéðßíïò
ÌÅÓÉÔÇÓ ÁÓÔÉÊÙÍ ÓÕÌÂÁÓÅÙÍ

Ãéáôß åìåßò ãíùñßæïõìå êáëýôåñá!

a. A´ and B´ class hotels (600, 500, 350, 300 beds capacity).
b. Centrally situated office buildings and other business premises.
c. Seaside land, ideal for development (hotels, holiday resorts, etc.), of 150.000,

100.000, 70.000, 50.000, 36.000 sq.m.
d. Luxury apartments, maisonettes, detached, semi-detached and terraced houses.
Our aim is to give our clients the opportunity to acquire value for money, first class

real estate on Rhodes. Our 25-year-old experience in Real Estate is our warranty.
Our motto is: Invest in Rhodes. Invest in property. It stands the test of time.

TOP PROPERTIES and George S. Pipinos
Because we know better!

Ä Ä Ä

KKKKKontos Fontos Fontos Fontos Fontos Foodsoodsoodsoodsoods  famous for its POCKETPOCKETPOCKETPOCKETPOCKET-LESS-LESS-LESS-LESS-LESS     PITPITPITPITPITAAAAA,
is proud to present its original products once again.

BOX 628, PATERSON, NJ 07544
 � Fax: (973) 278-7943

KONTOS FOODS, INC � EVRIPIDES KONTOS, President

F i l l o
K a t a i f i

Delicious, traditional products made

offered to Communities, Or-
ganizations, Church festi-
vals and all other functions.

SPECIAL DISCOUNTS

Courteous Service � WE SHIP EVERYWHERE in the US & CANADA

S p a n a k o p i t a
T y r o p i t a

with the highest quality ingredients

    (973) 278-2800

ÿ  Â Á Ñ È Ï Ë Ï Ì Á É Ï Ó
ÅËÅÙ ÈÅÏÕ ÁÑ×ÉÅÐÉÓÊÏÐÏÓ

ÊÙÍÓÔÁÍÔÉÍÏÕÐÏËÅÙÓ,
ÍÅÁÓ ÑÙÌÇÓ

ÊÁÉ ÏÉÊÏÕÌÅÍÉÊÏÓ ÐÁÔÑÉÁÑ×ÇÓ,
ÐÁÍÔÉ ÔÙ ÐËÇÑÙÌÁÔÉ

ÔÇÓ ÅÊÊËÇÓÉÁÓ
×ÁÑÉÍ ÊÁÉ ÅÉÑÇÍÇÍ ÐÁÑÁ ÈÅÏÕ

×Üñéôé êáé óõíÜñóåé ôïõ åí ÔñéÜäé
ðñïóêõíïõìÝíïõ Áãßïõ Èåïý çìþí, ôïõ
Äçìéïõñãïý êáé óõíôçñçôïý ôïõ ðáíôüò,
åïñôÜæïìåí êáôÜ ôï ôñÝ÷ïí óùôÞñéïí
Ýôïò ôçí ÷éëéïóôÞí åðÝôåéïí áðü ôçò õðü
ôïõ åí Áãßïéò Ðáôñüò çìþí Ïóßïõ Îåíï-
öþíôïò éäñýóåùò ôçò åí Áãßù ¼ñåé ÉåñÜò
ÂáóéëéêÞò, Ðáôñéáñ÷éêÞò êáé Óôáõñïðç-
ãéáêÞò ÌïíÞò ôïõ Áãßïõ ÌåãáëïìÜñôõñïò
êáé Ôñïðáéöüñïõ Ãåùñãßïõ, ôçò áðü ôïõ
êôßôïñïò áõôÞò åðïíïìáæïìÝíçò «ôïõ
Îåíïöþíôïò». Ç ÉåñÜ áýôç ÌïíÞ, ùò êáé
ðÜóáé áé ëïéðáß Ìïíáß ôïõ Áãßïõ ¼ñïõò,
áðïôåëåß êáý÷çìá êáé åãêáëëþðéóìá ôïõ
ðáíéÝñïõ Ïéêïõìåíéêïý Èñüíïõ, åéò ôçí
ðíåõìáôéêÞí äéêáéïäïóßáí ôïõ ïðïßïõ
õðÜãåôáé. Ï áñ÷áéüôáôïò ïýôïò ðíåõìá-
ôéêüò äåóìüò ôçò Ìçôñüò Åêêëçóßáò êáé
ôïõ ÐñïêáèçìÝíïõ áõôÞò, ùò Åðéóêüðïõ
ôïõ Áãßïõ ¼ñïõò, ìåôÜ ôçò åïñôáæïýóçò
ÉåñÜò ÌïíÞò êáé ðáóþí ôùí ëïéðþí éåñþí
êáôïéêçôçñßùí ôïõ Áãßïõ ¼ñïõò, äéêáéï-

ëïãåß ôï áíýóôáêôïí åíäéáöÝñïí ôçò
çìåôÝñáò Ìåôñéüôçôïò êáé ôùí óõí çìßí
áäåëöþí õðÝñ áõôÞò êáé ðáóþí ôùí
ëïéðþí, ùò êáé ôçí ðáíåõöñüóõíïí
óõììåôï÷Þí çìþí åéò ôï éóôïñéêüí ãåãïíüò
ôçò óõìðëçñþóåùò ôçò ðñþôçò ÷éëéåôßáò
ôïõ âßïõ áõôÞò.

Åéò ôçí åõìåôÜâïëïí ôùí åãêïóìßùí
ðñáãìÜôùí óõíå÷Þ ñïÞí, ç åðß ÷éëéåôßáí
üëçí äéáôÞñçóéò åí ëåéôïõñãßá åíüò
ðíåõìáôéêïý êáèéäñýìáôïò, åóôåñçìÝíïõ
ðÜóçò êáôÜ êüóìïí äõíÜìåùò, åßíáé
ãåãïíüò Üîéïí éäéáéôÝñáò åîÜñóåùò. Ôï
ãåãïíüò ôïýôï ðñïóêáëåß ôïõò åý êñßíï-
íôáò åéò âáèåßáí ðíåõìáôéêÞí ðåñéóõë-
ëïãÞí êáé åéò åíäåëå÷Þ Ýñåõíáí ôïõ äéÜ ôùí
åãêïóìßùí êñéôçñßùí äõóåîçãÞôïõ ôïýôïõ
öáéíïìÝíïõ. Äéüôé ðïëëïß åãêüóìéïé
ïñãáíéóìïß, äéÜ ôçò ðñïíïßáò ôùí éäñõôþí
êáé ôçò ìåñßìíçò ôùí äéáäü÷ùí áõôþí
ðåñéâåâëçìÝíïé õðü ôåñáóôßáò êáôÜ
êüóìïí éó÷ýïò, óõíåôñßâçóáí êáé çöáíß-
óèçóáí êáôÜ ôçí äéÜñêåéáí ôçò ÷éëéåôßáò
ôáýôçò. Ôïõíáíôßïí, ç ÉåñÜ áýôç ÌïíÞ
åîáêïëïõèåß èáõìáóôþò õöéóôáìÝíç,
äñþóá êáé äéáëÜìðïõóá. Ðåñéïõóßáé ìåôÜ
êüðùí êáé ìü÷èùí óõãêåíôñùèåßóáé
åîçíåìßóèçóáí, áõôïêñáôïñßáé äéÜ ðïë-
ëþí áéìÜôùí êáé èõóéþí óõãêñïôçèåßóáé
êáôåêåñìáôßóèçóáí êáé äéåëýèçóáí,
«ôüîïí äõíáôþí çóèÝíçóå, êáé áóèåíïý-
íôåò ðåñéåæþóáíôï äýíáìéí» (Á´ Âáóéë. 2,
4) êáé åí ãÝíåé éóïññïðßáé ôñüìïõ Þ

áíôéðÜëïõ äÝïõò áíåôñÜðçóáí êáé
óõíå÷þò íÝáé ôùí åãêïóìßùí ðñáãìÜôùí
ôÜîåéò äéáäÝ÷ïíôáé áëëÞëáò, õðïó÷üìåíáé,
áëëÜ ìçäÝðïôå ðñáãìáôïðïéïýóáé, ôï
ôÝëåéïí ôçò äïìÞò ôùí áíèñùðßíùí
êïéíùíéþí êáé ó÷Ýóåùí. Åíôüò äå ðáóþí
ôïýôùí ôùí åãêïóìßùí ìåôáëëáãþí,
ðáñßóôáôáé óõíå÷Þò ç óôáèåñþò ïìü-
ôñïðïò æùÞ ìéêñÜò êïéíüôçôïò äéçíåêþò
åíáëëáóóïìÝíùí ðñïóþðùí, ôá ïðïßá,
÷ùñéæüìåíá ôïõ êüóìïõ êáé ôçí åí áõôþ
äéáðÜëçí åãêáôáëåßðïíôá êáé ôá éäåþäç
áõôïý áñíïýìåíá, åðéäéþêïõí åí ôþ
çóõ÷áóôéêþ âßù ôçò ÌïíÞò ôçí åðßôåõîéí
ìéÜò êïéíùíßáò, èåìÝëéïí ôçò ïðïßáò
áðïôåëåß áö� åíüò ìÝí ç ðñüò ôïí Èåüí
óôáèåñÜ ñïðÞ êáé áíÜâáóéò, áö� åôÝñïõ
äÝ ç ðëÞñçò êáôÜöáóéò ôïõ áäåëöïý
óõíáíèñþðïõ.

ÌÝãá üíôùò ôï êáôüñèùìá êáé
ìåãßóôç ç èåßá äùñåÜ ôçò åðß ÷éëéåôßáí
üëçí áäéáëåßðôïõ ðñïóåõ÷Þò ôùí áäåë-
öþí ôçò ÌïíÞò êáé ôçò áåíÜïõ äïîïëï-
ãéêÞò áíáöïñÜò ðñüò ôïí Äçìéïõñãüí ôïõ
ðáíôüò êáé ÐáôÝñá ôùí öþôùí. Ðëïõóßá
ç ðñåóâåßáéò ôçò Õðåñáãßáò Èåïôüêïõ,
ôïõ ÌåãáëïìÜñôõñïò Ãåùñãßïõ êáé ôïõ
Ïóßïõ Îåíïöþíôïò ðåñéöñïýñçóéò ôçò
ÌïíÞò áðü ðáíôïßùí êéíäýíùí êáé ìü÷èù
ïõ ôþ ôõ÷áßù áðïêáôÜóôáóéò áõôÞò
åêÜóôïôå êáé äéåýñõíóéò êáé ðåñáéôÝñù
áíÜäåéîéò ôïõ åí áõôÞ êáé ðÝñéî áõôÞò
êÜëëïõò ôïõ ôå öõóéêïý ðåñéâÜëëïíôïò
êáé ôùí óðïõäáßùí Ýñãùí åê ôçò åõëá-
âïýò ìéìÞóåùò ôçò èåßáò ùñáéüôçôïò.

Óõíåðþò ç åðß ÷éëéåôßáí üëçí äéáôÞ-
ñçóéò ôçò ÉåñÜò ÌïíÞò ôïõ Ïóßïõ Îåíï-
öþíôïò åí ëåéôïõñãßá êáé ôçò Áäåëöü-
ôçôïò åí æùÞ ðíåõìáôéêÞ áðïôåëåß
óôïé÷åßïí åëðßäïò, üôé ç áíèñùðüôçò äåí
áðþëåóåí ïëïêëçñùôéêþò ôçí åóôßáóéí
áõôÞò ðñüò ôçí áëÞèåéáí ôçò åí áñìïíßá
êïéíïâéáêÞò êáé åí åëåõèåñßá ðñïóùðéêÞò
õðÜñîåùò, åö� üóïí åõñßóêïíôáé ôáðåéíïß
ôéíåò åêðñüóùðïé  áõôÞò óôñåöüìåíïé åî
üëçò ôçò éó÷ýïò, åî üëçò ôçò øõ÷Þò êáé åî
üëçò ôçò äéáíïßáò áõôþí ðñüò ôï Ýôåñïí
ðñüóùðïí ôïõ ðëçóßïí åí áãÜðç êáé
êïéíùíßá, ðñáãìáôïýíôåò ïýôùò åí
åáõôïßò ôï äé� ü åðëÜóèç ï Üíèñùðïò
ðñüôõðïí ðñïóùðéêÞò æùÞò, Þôïé æùÞò
âéïõìÝíçò åí óõíáñôÞóåé äéáñêåß ðñüò ôï
«Óý» ôïõ ðñïóùðéêïý Èåïý êáé ôï «óý»
ôïõ ðñïóùðéêïý óõíáíèñþðïõ.

Åí áíôéèÝóåé ðñüò ôçí åãùêåíôñéêÞí
êáé óôåíüêáñäïí áíôßëçøéí, ç ïðïßá
âëÝðåé ôçí åîïõèÝíùóéí ôùí Üëëùí ùò
ðñïûðüèåóéí ôçò áíáäåßîåùò ôïõ åíüò Þ
ôùí åí ïìÜäé ïëßãùí êáé ç ïðïßá ìáñôõñåß
áö� åíüò ìÝí ôïí öèüíïí, áö� åôÝñïõ äÝ
ôçí ðíåõìáôéêÞí ðåíßáí, êáé ôï áðáñÜ-
ãùãïí êáé ìÞ äçìéïõñãéêüí ôùí åìöïñïõ-

ìÝíùí õð� áõôÞ, ßóôáôáé ç ãåííáéüöñùí
áíôßëçøéò ôïõ áêôÞìïíïò ìïíá÷ïý, ôïõ
äåóðüôïõ ôïõ êüóìïõ, êáôÜ ôïí ¢ãéïí
ÉùÜííçí ôçò Êëßìáêïò (Ëüãïò ÉÄ´, ðáñ. éâ´),
ôïõ ðëïõóßïõ åí ôç ðôù÷åßá áõôïý êáé
áíáëéóêïìÝíïõ åí ôç áãÜðç, ôïõ Ý÷ïíôïò
ðëïýôïí åéñÞíçò áêÝíùôïí êáé áöåéäþò
äéáíÝìïíôïò ðïôáìïýò ýäáôïò æþíôïò,
ôïõ âëÝðïíôïò ôçí ðëÞñùóéí ôçò ðñïóù-
ðéêÞò õðÜñîåùò áõôïý åí ôç åõäáéìïíßá
êáé ôç ìáêáñéüôçôé ôùí áäåëöþí, ôïõ
îåíçôåõèÝíôïò ôïõ êüóìïõ êáé îåíßæïíôïò
åí åáõôþ üëïí ôïí êüóìïí åí ×ñéóôþ, åí
¿ áíáêåöáëáéïýíôáé ôá ðÜíôá.

Åßíáé üíôùò ìÝãá êáé åêðëçêôéêüí ôï
öáéíüìåíïí ôïõ ôá óõíÞèç ìÝôñá õðåñ-
âáßíïíôïò áíèñùðßíïõ üíôïò, ôï ïðïßïí
áðïêáëýðôåôáé õðü ôï ïóôñÜêéíïí
óêåýïò ôïõ ôáðåéíïý ïñèïäüîïõ ìïíá÷ïý.
Ç êáëÞ áýôç ïíôïëïãéêÞ áëëïßùóéò ôïõ
ìåôáðôùôéêïý åãùúóôïý áíèñþðïõ åéò
åéêüíá æþóáí ôçò áðåßñïõ êáé èõóéá-
óôéêÞò áãÜðçò ôïõ ðñïóùðéêïý Èåïý,
áðïôåëåß Ýñãïí ôçò äåîéÜò ôïõ Õøßóôïõ,
ôçò áêôßóôïõ èåßáò ÷Üñéôïò êáé åíåñãåßáò.
Ç ìüíç áëçèþò ðñüò ôïýôï Üãïõóá ïäüò
åßíáé ç äéÜ ôïõ Éçóïý ×ñéóôïý åéò ôçí
èÝùóéí öÝñïõóá.

Ï áëçèÞò ïñèüäïîïò ìïíá÷üò, ï ôçò
èåþóåùò óöïäñþò åñþìåíïò, åí ôù
ïðïßù æÞ ï ×ñéóôüò, áðïôåëåß åêèáì-
âùôéêüí ÷áñéóìáôéêüí ðñüóùðïí, åëêýïí
ôïõò ðÜíôáò, ðåñéâÜëëïí ôïõò ðÜíôáò äé�
áðåßñïõ áãÜðçò, ðñüò ìçäÝíá Ý÷ïí
áíôéðáëüôçôá Þ å÷èñüôçôá, ìçäÝ ðñüò
ôïõò äéþêôáò áõôïý, ôïõò áñíïõìÝíïõò
ôçí ðßóôéí áõôïý êáé êáèõâñßæïíôáò
áõôüí. ̧ ôé äÝ ìÜëëïí óõíéóôÜ ï ïñèüäïîïò
ìïíá÷üò ðñüóùðïí, ôï ïðïßïí Ýíáíôé
ïõäåíüò áéóèÜíåôáé õðåñï÷Þí, áëëÜ
ôïðïèåôïýí åáõôü õðïêÜôù ðáíôüò
åôÝñïõ åí áóõëëÞðôù äéÜ ôïí óýã÷ñïíïí
Üíèñùðïí ôáðåéíþóåé.

Ôïõ ðñïôýðïõ ôïýôïõ Ý÷åé áíÜãêçí
ìåãÜëçí ï ðïëëÜ êáôïñèþóáò óýã÷ñïíïò
Üíèñùðïò, ï ïðïßïò, üìùò, êéíïýìåíïò
ìïíïìåñþò ðñüò ôçí êáôåýèõíóéí ôçò
áõôïåéäùëïðïéÞóåùò êáé áñíïýìåíïò ôçí
áëçèÞ ðñïóùðéêÞí õðüóôáóéí áõôïý, ôçí
ðñïûðïèÝôïõóáí ôçí ðñïóùðéêÞí ó÷Ýóéí
ùò åê ôùí þí ïõê Üíåõ óôïé÷åßùí ôçò
ïíôïëïãéêÞò õðÜñîåùò ôïõ áíèñþðïõ ùò
áíèñþðïõ, Ý÷åé áðïôý÷åé íá ðñáãìá-
ôþóç ôï áñ÷Ýôõðïí ôïý ðñïóùðéêïý
áíèñþðïõ êáé Ý÷åé êáôáíôÞóåé åëëéðÞò
Üíèñùðïò, åãùóôñåöÞò, åíäïóôñåöÞò,
öõëáêéóìÝíïò åéò åáõôüí, áëëïôñéùìÝíïò
ôïõ áëçèïýò. Åßíáé, ôïõ áðáéôïýíôïò ôçí
ðñïóùðéêÞí ìåôÜ ôïõ óõíáíèñþðïõ êáé
ìåôÜ ôïõ Èåïý êïéíùíßáí åí áãÜðç, êáé
åðéâåâáéïýíôïò ôï «ïõ êáëüí åßíáé ôïí
Üíèñùðïí ìüíïí». Ðñüêåéôáé ðåñß êïéíù-

Ðáôñéáñ÷éêÞ êáé ÓõíïäéêÞ ÐñÜîç ãéá ôçí ÷éëéïóôÞ åðÝôåéï ôçò
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íßáò èõóéáóôéêÞò êáé ìåôáäïôéêÞò, ç ïðïßá
ôõã÷Üíåé óðÜíéá åéò ôïí óýã÷ñïíïí
êüóìïí, ôïí âéïýíôá ôï ðéêñüí áßóèçìá
ôçò ðñïóùðéêÞò ìïíüôçôïò áõôïý åí
ìÝóù ðëÞèïõò óõíáíèñþðùí áäéáöï-
ñïýíôùí äé� áõôüí, Þ âëåðüíôùí áõôüí
ùò ìÝóïí éêáíïðïéÞóåùò åãùúóôéêþí
åðéäéþîåùí, áíôéêåßìåíïí ìÜëëïí Þ
ðñüóùðïí, êáôáíáëùôÞí, ôåìÜ÷éïí
÷ñçóôéêüí áíèñþðïõ êáé ïõê Üíèñùðïí.

Ùò åê ôïýôïõ åëðéäïöüñïò ðáñß-
óôáôáé ç ÷éëéåôßá ôçò ÉåñÜò ÌïíÞò ôïõ
Ïóßïõ Îåíïöþíôïò, äéüôé êáôáäçëïß üôé
ðáñÜ ôçí ìáæéêÞí áðïôõ÷ßáí ôïõ áíèñþ-
ðïõ íá êáôáóôÞ üíôùò Üíèñùðïò, ç
äõíáôüôçò õðÜñ÷åé êáé ðñáãìáôïýôáé åí
ôïßò ôáðåéíïßò ðñïóþðïéò ôùí åõáñßèìùí
ïñèïäüîùí ìïíá÷þí, ïé ïðïßïé åðéôõã-
÷Üíïõí ôïí åí ÷Üñéôé èåáíèñùðéóìüí ôïõ
áíèñþðïõ êáôÜ ôï ôÝëåéïí ó÷Ýäéïí ôïõ
Èåïý äéÜ ôïõ åãêåíôñéóìïý áõôþí åí
×ñéóôþ Éçóïý, ôù êáéíþ áíèñþðù, ôù
íÝù ÁäÜì, ôù ðñùôïôüêù ôçò íÝáò
êôßóåùò, ôù æþíôé ÷Üñéí ôùí Üëëùí êáé
èáíáôïõìÝíù êáè� åêÜóôçí õðÝñ áõôþí.
¿óôå ï ïñèüäïîïò ìïíá÷üò äåí åßíáé ï
áóêçôÞò ï åðéôõã÷Üíùí õðåñÜíèñùðá
ðáëáßóìáôá êáé êåíüäïîá êáôïñèþìáôá,
ïõäÝ ï êïéíùíéêüò åõåñãÝôçò, ï áãùíéæü-
ìåíïò äéÜ ôçí âåëôßùóéí ôùí óõíèçêþí ôçò
æùÞò ôùí óõíáíèñþðùí áõôïý^ åßíáé
áðëþò ï åí ÷Üñéôé Èåïý êáôáîéïýìåíïò
ßíá êáôáóôÞ «Üíèñùðïò», Þôïé üí ðñïóù-
ðéêüí, Ý÷ïí ôïí ôñüðïí ôïõ åßíáé áõôïý
åí ôç áñìïíéêÞ êáé åí áãáðçôéêÞ öéëüôçôé
ó÷Ýóåé áõôïý ðñüò ôá Üëëá ðñüóùðá ôïõ
óýìðáíôïò, êáé äÞ ðñüò ôå ôá ôñßá ðñü-
óùðá ôçò Áãßáò ÔñéÜäïò êáé ðñüò ôá
ðïëõÜñéèìá ðñüóùðá ôïõ áíèñùðßíïõ
ãÝíïõò, áëëÜ êáé ðñüò ôá áðåéñÜñéèìá
ðñüóùðá ôùí áããåëéêþí ôáãìÜôùí êáé
ôùí ðñïóùðéêþí õðïóôÜóåùí ôùí
êåêïéìçìÝíùí áäåëöþí çìþí.

Ôïýôï ôï åðßôåõãìá ôçò äåîéÜò ôïõ
Õøßóôïõ åßíáé ôï äé� ü éäñýèç êáé äé� ü
åðÝæçóå êáé õðÜñ÷åé ç ÉåñÜ áýôç ÌïíÞ,
ùò êáé ðÜóáé áé ëïéðáß. Êáé åÜí ðáíçãõ-
ñßæùìåí êáé ÷áßñùìåí äéÜ ôçí óõìðëÞ-
ñùóéí ÷éëéåôïýò âßïõ áõôÞò åßíáé äéüôé êáè�
üëçí áõôÞí ôçí ÷éëéåôßáí, êáè� Þí áðïôñü-
ðáéá åãêëÞìáôá äéÝðñáîåí ï Üíèñùðïò,
ðáñáóõìâëçèåßò ôïßò êôÞíåóé ôïßò áíïÞ-
ôïéò êáé ïìïéùèåßò áõôïßò, ìÜëëïí äå êáé
ôï Ýó÷áôïí óçìåßïí ôçò áðáíèñùðßáò êáé
áðïèçñéïðïéÞóåùò õðåñâÜò, õðÞñîåí
óõíå÷þò êáé áäéáðôþôùò ïëßãáé áíèñþ-
ðéíáé õðÜñîåéò, áé ïðïßáé äåí ðáñåóýñ-
èçóáí áðü ôçí äßíçí ôçò ðáñáöñïóýíçò
ôïõ êüóìïõ, áëë� åðåóÞìáíáí ÷Üñéôé Èåïý
êáé áíåæÞôçóáí êáé åðÝôõ÷ïí íá êáôá-
óôïýí üíôùò Üíèñùðïé êáôÜ Èåüí,
Üíèñùðïé ôïõ Èåïý, äéêáéïýíôåò åí ôïßò
ðñïóþðïéò áõôþí ôçí äçìéïõñãßáí ôïõ
êüóìïõ ùò áñìïíéêïý óõíüëïõ ðñïóù-
ðéêþí üíôùí, áãáðþíôùí êáé áãáðù-
ìÝíùí, êáé ü÷é ùò áèñïßóìáôïò ôõöëþí
öõóéêþí äõíÜìåùí áëëçëïóõìðëåêï-
ìÝíùí, Þ åìðáèþí èåëÞóåùí áëëçëïðïëå-
ìïõìÝíùí.

ÅïñôÜæïìåí, ëïéðüí, ôçí ÷éëéåôßáí ôçò
ÉåñÜò áõôÞò ÌïíÞò äéáäçëïýíôåò êáé
äéáôñáíïýíôåò üôé õðÜñ÷åé ôï áëçèÝò
ðñüôõðïí ôïõ áíèñþðïõ, üôé áíåõñß-
óêåôáé åí áõôÞ êáé üôé äéÜ ôïýôï áýôç
åðåâßùóå, äéüôé åðñáãìÜôùóå ôïí Ýí÷ñé-
óôïí Üíèñùðïí, ôïí ðñïóùðéêüí Üíèñù-
ðïí, ôïí üíôùò Üíèñùðïí. Ôïýôï, äéÜ ôçí
ðáñïýóáí ôïõëÜ÷éóôïí åðï÷Þí ôçò
ðëçóìïíÞò ôùí õëéêïôå÷íéêþí åðéôåõãìÜ-
ôùí, áðïôåëåß ôçí õøßóôçí ðñïóöïñÜí
ðñüò ôï áíèñþðéíïí ãÝíïò, ôï ìáôáßùò
áíáæçôïýí ôïí ëüãïí ôçò õðÜñîåùò
áõôïý åéò ôçí êåíôñïìüëïí ðñüò ôï åãþ
êßíçóéí, åéò Þí áíåõñßóêåé ôï ìçäÝí, áíôß
ôçò åíäåéêíõìÝíçò õðü ôïõ Èåïý êáé ôïõ
ðñáãìáôïýíôïò ôï êáôÜ Èåüí ðñüôõðïí
ôïõ áíèñþðïõ ïñèïäüîïõ ìïíá÷ïý
öõãïêÝíôñïõ ôïéáýôçò ðñüò ôï «Óý», åí
ôç ðñïóùðéêÞ óõíáíôÞóåé ôïõ ïðïßïõ
âéïýôáé ç áëÞèåéá ôçò ìáêáñéüôçôïò ôïõ
äéäüíáé ïõ÷ß ìüíïí ôá åáõôïý, áëëÜ êáé

áõôüí åáõôüí õðÝñ ôïõ Üëëïõ. Ôï âßùìá
ôïýôï ôçò èõóéáóôéêÞò äéáèÝóåùò õðÝñ
ôïõ Üëëïõ, ôï ïðïßïí ç÷åß ùò áöýóéêïí
äéÜ ôïí óýã÷ñïíïí Üíèñùðïí, áðïôåëåß
öõóéïëïãéêÞí êáôÜóôáóéí äéÜ ôïí ãíÞóéïí
ïñèüäïîïí ìïíá÷üí, Ýêöñáóéò ôçò ïðïßáò
åßíáé ôï áíáöåñüìåíïí åí ôù Ãåñïíôéêþ
ðåñß ôéíïò ÁââÜ, üôé åðåèýìåé íá åýñç
÷ùëüí ôéíá Þ ëåðñüí äéÜ íá ôïõ äþóç ôï
õãéÝò óþìá ôïõ êáé íá ëÜâç ôï áóèåíÝò
éäéêüí ôïõ.

Ï ìïíá÷üò, óõíåðþò, äéêáéþíåé ôçí
åáõôïý ýðáñîéí êáé ôïí åáõôïý áãþíá,
üôáí åîÝëèç åáõôïý, üôáí åí ôç ìïíþóåé
ôïõ êåëëßïõ áõôïý öëÝãçôáé õðü ôïõ
ðüèïõ ôçò óùôçñßáò üëïõ ôïõ êüóìïõ,
üôáí äé� áõôüí ðÜò Üíèñùðïò åßíáé
áíåðáíÜëçðôïò äÝêôçò üëçò ôçò áãÜðçò
áõôïý, ùò åÜí Þôï ôï ìïíáäéêüí åí ôù
êüóìù ðñüóùðïí, åí ôù ïðïßù èá
åðëçñïýôï ç áíáãêáßá áßóèçóéò ôçò
ðëçñüôçôïò ôïõ ðñïóùðéêïý âéþìáôïò
ùò êïéíùíßáò ðñïóùðéêÞò áãÜðçò êáé
óõíáíôÞóåùò ôïõ ðïèçôïý Óý. ÌÝóù ôçò
áãÜðçò áõôÞò ðñüò ôïí óõíÜíèñùðïí
ðïñåýåôáé ðñïò ôçí áãÜðçí ôïõ õðåñôÜ-
ôïõ «Óý», ôùí ôñéþí ðñïóþðùí ôçò
ôñéóõðïóôÜôïõ Èåüôçôïò, êáé öèÜíåé åéò
ôçí êáôÜ ÷Üñéí èÝùóéí, äé� Þò õðåñâáß-
íåôáé ï êôéóôüò Üíèñùðïò êáé êáèßóôáôáé
üëïò áãÜðç êáé Ýëåïò êáé ïéêôéñìüò, ùò ï
ÐáôÞñ êáé ï Õéüò êáé ôï Ðíåýìá ôï ¢ãéïí.

Ôçí ïäüí ðñüò ôçí õðÝñâáóéí ôáýôçí
âáäßæåé èåïöéëþò ç åí ôç ÉåñÜ ÌïíÞ
Îåíïöþíôïò áóêïõìÝíç Áäåëöüôçò, ðñüò
Þí åðéäáøéëåýïìåí ïëüèõìïí ôçí ðáôñé-
êÞí êáé Ðáôñéáñ÷éêÞí çìþí åõëïãßáí,
óõã÷áßñïíôåò áõôÞ åðß ôç ÷éëéïóôÞ
åðåôåßù áðü ôçò éäñýóåùò ôçò ÌïíÞò êáé
äåüìåíïé ôïõ Êõñßïõ, üðùò óõìðïñåýçôáé
áõôÞ êáé ðñïöõëÜóóç áõôÞí áðü ðÜóçò
åêôñïðÞò, ÷áñéæüìåíïò ôïßò åí áõôÞ ôï
ïìïéùèÞíáé Áõôþ êáé óõæÞóáé ìåô� Áõôïý
åéò ôïõò áéþíáò ôùí áéþíùí.

ÁõôÞò ôçò õðåñâÜóåùò ôùí áíèñù-
ðßíùí êáé ôçò ïìïéþóåùò Èåþ åßèå íá
áîéùèþìåí êáé ðÜíôåò çìåßò, åõ÷áßò êáé
éêåóßáéò ôïõ Ïóßïõ Îåíïöþíôïò, ôïõ
éäñõôïý ôçò ÉåñÜò ôáýôçò ÌïíÞò, êáé
ðÜíôùí ôùí åí áõôÞ áóêçèÝíôùí êáé
ôáýôçò áîéùèÝíôùí ïóßùí ðáôÝñùí, ßíá
âéþóùìåí ôçí ìáêáñéüôçôá ôïõ Åßíáé åí
ðñïóùðéêÞ áãáðçôéêÞ êïéíùíßá ìåôÜ
ðÜíôùí, äé� üí ëüãïí êáèßäñõôáé êáé
õðÜñ÷åé áýôç åðß ÷ßëéá Þäç Ýôç.

Åõ÷üìåèá, üèåí, üðùò åîáêïëïõèÞóç
õðÜñ÷ïõóá ìÝ÷ñé ôçò óõíôåëåßáò ôùí
áéþíùí ç ðáëáßöáôïò áýôç ÉåñÜ ÌïíÞ
ôïõ Áãßïõ ÌåãáëïìÜñôõñïò Ãåùñãßïõ ôïõ
Ôñïðáéïöüñïõ, ç áðïêáëïõìÝíç ôïõ
Îåíïöþíôïò, ßíá óõíéóôÜ öÜñïí öáßíï-
íôá ôï áëçèÝò ðñüóùðïí ôïõ Üíåõ
ðñïóùðåßïõ ãíçóßïõ áíèñþðïõ. ÁìÞí.

Åí Ýôåé óùôçñßù 1998, êáôÜ ìÞíá
Ïêôþâñéïí 25,

ÿ Ï Êùíóôáíôéíïõðüëåùò Âáñèï-
ëïìáßïò, åí ×ñéóôþ åõ÷Ýôçò ðÜíôùí õìþí^

ÿ Ï ÅöÝóïõ ×ñõóüóôïìïò, åí ×ñéóôþ
óõíåõ÷Ýôçò^

ÿ Ï ×áëêçäüíïò Éùáêåßì, åí ×ñéóôþ
óõíåõ÷Ýôçò^

ÿ Ï Ñïäïðüëåùò Éåñþíõìïò, åí
×ñéóôþ óõíåõ÷Ýôçò^

ÿ Ï ºìâñïõ êáé ÔåíÝäïõ Öþôéïò, åí
×ñéóôþ óõíåõ÷Ýôçò^

ÿ Ï ÐñéãêçðïííÞóùí Óõìåþí, åí
×ñéóôþ óõíåõ÷Ýôçò^

ÿ Ï Êïëùíßáò ÃáâñéÞë, åí ×ñéóôþ
óõíåõ÷Ýôçò^

ÿ Ï ÐÝñãçò ÅõÜããåëïò, åí ×ñéóôþ
óõíåõ÷Ýôçò^

ÿ Ï Ëýóôñùí Êáëëßíéêïò, åí ×ñéóôþ
óõíåõ÷Ýôçò^

ÿ Ï ÄÝñêùí Êùíóôáíôßíïò, åí ×ñéóôþ
óõíåõ÷Ýôçò^

ÿ Ï Çëéïõðüëåùò êáé Èåßñùí ÁèáíÜ-
óéïò, åí ×ñéóôþ óõíåõ÷Ýôçò^

ÿ Ï Ôñáíïõðüëåùò Ãåñìáíüò, åí
×ñéóôþ óõíåõ÷Ýôçò^

ÿ Ï Öéëáäåëöåßáò Ìåëßôùí, åí ×ñé-
óôþ óõíåõ÷Ýôçò^

ÉåñÜò ÌïíÞò Ïóßïõ Îåíïöþíôïò
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...BOOK NOW
AND SAVE!

ST. AUGUSTINE, Fla. � A group of 14
Orthodox missionaries from the United
States recently traveled to Cluj, Romania, to
do construction work at the soon-to-be-
opened St. Nicholas Children�s Home in
Nadaselu.

Missionaries Build Children�s Home in Romania

By Fr.John M. Reeves

The home�meant especially for chil-
dren whose parents are in prison� will be
operated by Prison Fellowship Romania and
administered by American Orthodox mis-
sionaries, Craig and Victoria Goodwin, who
live in Cluj with their family.

Both the team and the Goodwins are
sponsored by the Orthodox  Christian Mis-
sion Center in St. Augustine.

Each summer several teams are dis-
patched to do a variety of works.  In some
locations, such as Nadaselu, the work is
physical labor.  Team members painted the
inside of the home, mixed and poured con-
crete, replaced fencing, dug trenches with
hand tools and did other work at the site.

In some parts of the world, other mis-
sionaries conduct catechetical missions, and

teaching of the faith. Some do medical mis-
sions, bringing doctors and/ or dentists to
remote villages and peoples deprived of
medical care. This year teams were sent to
Mexico, Guatemala, India and Romania.

Each team member raised his own fi-
nancial support for the trip, which includes
transportation, food, and lodging.

This group was comprised of eight men
and six women ranging in age from 18 to
82 years.

For most team members, this was their
first visit to Romania. They left  feeling that
they had given something of themselves to
their fellow Orthodox in Romania.

Yet, they felt that the faithful of the
Church in Romania had given them much
more in return�their hospitality, their love,
their piety, and their prayers.

Fr. Reeves was the team leader and is a
board member of the Orthodox Christian
Mission Center

For information on how you can join a
Short Term Mission Team see our webpage
at http://ocmc.goarch.org or contact Andy
Lekos, Project Coordinator at ocmc@aug.com

m i s s i o n sm i s s i o n s
Project Mexico: Help for the Less Fortunate

TIJUANA, Mexico � I didn�t know what
to expect as I stepped out of the 15-passen-
ger van that had arrived at the St. Innocent
Ranch in Tijuana on a warm, dry August af-
ternoon.

Surrounded by many new faces, some
that I had only known for a few hours, some
for just a few minutes, I experienced vari-
ous feelings and emotions
simultaneously...anxiety, excitement, hesi-
tancy, fear.

By Maria Zeppos

While beautiful Baha Beach was just
minutes away�an amazing picturesque
view of the Pacific Ocean could be seen from
the hilltop on the ranch�I didn�t realize at
that moment how the next five days would
change my view of life forever.

On August 4, 15 individual, both young
and old, from Sts. Constantine and Helen,
St. Matthew�s, Annunciation Church in
Lancaster, Pa., and Holy Trinity Church in
Camp Hill, Pa., set out on a very important
mission trip to the St. Innocent Boys Or-
phanage in Tijuana.

We joined other Orthodox people from
different parts of the United States and
Canada to build a home for a less fortunate
family in a nearby village. The husband and
father, Jorge, worked long hours seven days
a week to provide for his wife Maricella and
their two small children.

I couldn�t believe my eyes when I saw
what they had been living in...a single room,
dirt-floored shack covered with cardboard,
and a roof made of tin scraps.

The whole family shared one single bed
and very few necessities. The �structure� they
called home did not provide nearly enough
shelter to protect the family, especially the
babies, during Mexico�s long rainy season.

On occasion, the children of these poor
families do not survive through the rainy sea-
son because once the ground becomes wet,
it takes months to dry so the children re-
main cold and wet until the season is over.

In just four days, we replaced the shack
with a two-room solid wood structure with
stucco walls, a real front door, a strong roof,
and most importantly, a concrete floor that
would help protect the family against the
cold rain for many seasons to come.

In addition to participating in other ac-
tivities throughout the week, our group in-

teracted with the young boys of the orphan-
age. Like the family we built the home for,
these boys were very grateful for and re-
ceptive to our group�s presence in Tijuana.

Due to the extreme economic hardship
of Mexico, many families are unable to care
for their children and their homes some-
times become abusive. Like in any other
Third World country, parents often die at
young ages due to the poor quality of health
care, or abandon their children for other
reasons.

Usually, young boys in these situations
have nowhere to turn but the streets, and
often find themselves involved in crime and
drugs. Most of these boys would be addicts,
gang members, criminals or even dead if it
weren�t for St. Innocent�s Ranch.

By encouraging us to behave in ways that
reflect Christian values, each individual in our
group acted as a role model for these boys.

Seeing the poverty in which the people
of Tijuana and other neighboring cities lived
opened my eyes to something that I fortu-
nately have never and will never experience
in my lifetime. What impressed me the most
was how these people lived their everyday
lives as simply but as fulfilling as they did.
Like many other young Orthodox Christians
in today�s society, sometimes I find myself
faced by many overwhelming circumstances
that challenge my faith and beliefs.

Sometimes, it�s easy to become dis-
tracted by the everyday dealing and materi-
alism of life and our faith is often overlooked
or put aside for more �important things.�
Sometimes, we stray from the Church,
whether it�s during one of the many phases
of life or just plain disbelief.

For me personally, Project Mexico
helped bring me back to reality and helped
me discern what is truly important in my
life, especially my strong belief in God.

The friendships that were made with
other young Orthodox Christians, the fel-
lowship that we shared, and the teamwork
that transformed into a miracle for Jorge and
his family are all memories that will last a
lifetime.

However, the most memorable mo-
ment of the entire trip was the very moment
that Jorge was handed the keys to his
family�s new home after Fr. Tom had just
conducted the blessing. His tears of joy were
more thanks than words could ever say, and
a memory that I will cherish forever.
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See PARISH PROFILE on page 27

STS. CONSTANTINE AND HELEN GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

W

A Suburban Church That�s Doing Very Nicely

AUWATOSA, Wis. � Sts. Cons-
tantine and Helen Church has a
large immigrant population, but

Name:
Sts. Constantine and Helen
Greek Orthodox Church
Location:
Wauwatosa, Wis.
Size: about 400 members
Diocese: Chicago
Clergy:
Fr. Ted T. Trifon
(graduate of seminary
on island of Patmos �63)
Founded: 1922
Noteworthy:
First Greek Orthodox church
in the Milwaukee area

with some converts and Orthodox Chris-
tians of other backgrounds, including Pal-
estinian and Syrian.

Fr. Trifon holds services using both
Greek and English.

Most parishioners are either in busi-
ness or a profession. Greek festival orga-
nizers should never be at a loss for find-
ing chefs and cooks for the annual event,
what with some 70 to 80 parishioners
owning restaurants in the Greater Mil-
waukee area.

Business opportunities and indus-
tries in this heavily German-populated
area attracted the earliest settlers around
the turn of the century.

By 1920, there were enough Greeks
to start a church. Most of them came
from the area of central Peloponnese �
Arcadia and especially Tripoli.

According to a parish history, the first
service took place on Annunciation Day,
March 25, 1922 in a small hall in down-
town Milwaukee. A visiting priest from
Chicago, Fr. Kalistratas Glavas performed
the Liturgy. Soon afterward, Fr. George
Sakelariou was assigned as the parish�s
first permanent priest.

Two years later, the community pur-

chased a synagogue which became the first
permanent home for Sts. Constantine and
Helen.

The parish went through some tough
times during the Depression, but by the end
of World War II, the mortgage was paid and
the parish acquired property adjacent to the
church, eventually purchasing half the block.
During this period, the Very Rev. George
Thomas was assigned to Sts. Constantine
and Helen and he served the community
for the next 20 years. A highlight of his min-
istry was the extensive renovation of the
church between 1945 and 1957.

Archbishop Iakovos paid his first visit
to Wauwatosa in 1961and celebrated a Di-
vine Liturgy. That same year, a building com-
mittee was formed and, a year later, the
parish bought the present two-acre site of
the church in Wauwatosa, a suburb west of
downtown Milwaukee. A new priest, Fr.
Constantine Hallick also arrived in 1962.
Under his leadership, the parish completed
its present church complex in the early
1970s.

Work on a multi purpose building be-
gan in January 1968 and the dedication took
place in December. The new house of wor-
ship was completed in September 1974 and
the dedication took place with Bishop
Timotheos officiating.

Also at this time, the senior citizens

group began the Friday Fish Fry, a tradi-
tion that continues today and provides
one source of income for the parish. The
Fish Fry takes place every week and at-
tracts many area residents.

Other sources of income since the
early 1970s include the Philoptochos�
�Key to Good Cooking� book and the
annual Grecian Festival.

Fr. Hallick died in March 1981 and
was succeeded by the Very Rev. Eugene
Pappas, who served two years and is
currently pastor of Three Hierarchs
Church in Brooklyn, N.Y.

Fr. Trifon arrived in July 1983, after
serving parishes in Minot, N.D., and
Duluth, Minn. He introduced the Stew-
ardship Pledge System and renovated
the Sunday School program. Currently
there are more than 100 students en-
rolled.

Youth-oriented programs began to
blossom and the parish today has ac-
tive JOY, GOYA and YAL chapters.

Choir, Philoptochos, religious
classes, Bible study and Ionian and
Dorian dance groups round out the Sts.
Constantine and Helen ministries.

The Greek school operates under a
unique arrangement with Sts.

The ongoing odyssey of the Greek-
American experience�a story inspired by
the muses and infused with an enthusiasm
of mythic proportions�is explored in �The
Greek Americans,� premiering exclusively
on producing Public Broadcasting station
WLIW21 in New York on Saturday, Nov. 21
at 8 p.m.

This tribute to Greek culture and tradi-
tion shares the collective memory of an ex-
traordinary group, from the untiring efforts
of the first Greeks to land on American
shores to some of their most famous Ameri-
can achievers. Encore presentations will air
Tuesday, Nov. 24 at 8 p.m. and Tuesday,
Dec. 8 at 8 p.m.

The special features actors Olympia
Dukakis, John Stamos and Billy Zane; former
presidential advisor George Stephano-
poulos; actor and former football player Alex
Karras; sportscaster Bob Costas; tennis
champion Pete Sampras; author Arianna
Huffington; prima ballerina Helene Alexo-
poulos; CIA Director George Tenet; busi-
ness leaders and many others sharing their
personal stories of Greek life in America.

�The Greek Americans� tells the fantas-
tic story of the men and women broadcast
journalist Ike Pappas describes in the pro-
gram as �modern Greek heroes��immi-
grants who came to the United States with
little more than their optimism for life in a
new land and found the ultimate culmina-
tion of their ancestors� ideals of democracy.

In many American cities, Greek immi-
grants organized communities that kept alive
their native language, culture and religion.
Closely bound by the rich traditions they
shared, even friends became family. Greeks
changed the physical landscape of America
with the rounded domes and distinctive
crosses of the Greek Orthodox Church and
the cultural landscapes with accomplish-
ments in the arts, politics and education that
echoed the glorious past of ancient Greece.

As Stephanopoulos explains, �if you�re
Greek, you have to be good at what you
do,� and this expected excellence was ful-
filled with what Dukakis calls the Greeks�
�entrepreneurial spirit.�

�The Greek Americans� demonstrates
that whatever the ultimate goal�a success-
ful neighborhood restaurant or America�s
highest government offices�the endeavor
is approached with a zest and dedication that
is, as many in the program describe it,
uniquely Greek.

To this effect, many individuals in the
program speak of a desire to preserve their
cultural pride by maintaining undeniably
Greek names like �Pappas� and �Stephano-
poulos� despite their prominent positions
in American mainstream culture.

The program includes a tribute to the
man who achieved this with an unprec-
edented impact, the late actor Telly Savalas.

Underwriters: Atlantic Bank of New
York, National Bank of Greece, Public Tele-
vision Viewers and PBS. Executive Producer:
Roy Hammond. Producers: WLIW21 New
York and Veras Communications, Inc. Di-
rector/writer: George Veras. Formal: CC
STEREO.

Between Nov. 28 and Dec. 27,  PBS
will also air �The Greek Americans� on its
stations in the following cities. Check news-
papers for local times and listings:

New York, San Diego, Hartford, Conn.;
Schenectady, N.Y.; Binghamton, N.Y.; De-
troit, Huntington, Calif.; New Hampshire
PTV; Cincinnati, Philadelphia, St. Louis, Bos-
ton, Atlanta, Milwaukee, Buffalo, N.Y.; Se-
attle, Albany, N.Y.; Washington, Akron,
Ohio; Pittsburgh, Salt Lake City, Providence,
R.I.; Chicago, Phoenix, Miami, Dallas, and
Austin, Minn.

PBS to Feature Greek
American Experience

(A) �Freedom-Justice-Peace� (B) �A World of Peace�

(C) �My Christmas
Dream�

(D) �Christmas
1998�

(F) Season�s Greetings�(E) �Peace on Earth�
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BALTIMORE �In an encyclical issued
to the Orthodox faithful, the hierarchs of the
Standing Conference of the Canonical Or-
thodox Bishops in the Americas (SCOBA)
proclaimed Nov. 22 as �IOCC Sunday.�

The hierarchs admonished the faithful
to �summon to your festal table those who
are less fortunate than yourselves, those with
whom you share the same faith in Christ
Jesus, and so many others who are in need.�

IOCC Sunday is the focal point of the
annual �Lunchless Lunch� program spon-
sored by International Orthodox Christian
Charities. The �Lunchless Lunch� encour-
ages families to set an additional place at
their Thanksgiving table for the world�s hun-
gry. As a way of sharing their blessings, par-
ticipants are asked to give a gift of $19.98
or more to IOCC. The symbolic sharing of a
meal highlights the words of St. Paul to,
�Share with God�s people who are in need.�

The hierarchs further advise that, �many
of our brethren remain forgotten and so
many others are in need of compassion in
the name of Christ Jesus.� The SCOBA en-
cyclical, to be read from the pulpit in Or-
thodox parishes throughout the United
States and Canada, will call attention to the
needs of so many around the world who
are otherwise forgotten.

Since its inception in 1992 as the offi-
cial humanitarian aid agency of the Stand-
ing Conference of the Canonical Orthodox
Bishops in the Americas, IOCC has admin-
istered more than $60 million in programs,
working in cooperation with our Orthodox
Mother Churches throughout the world.
IOCC currently has a presence in Jerusalem/
West Bank, the Republic of Georgia and
Republika Srpska (Bosnia-Herzegovina), the
Russian Federation and Albania, the Federal
Republic of Yugoslavia and Greece. Or-
phans, refugees and displaced persons,
physically disabled, elderly, school children
and families are among the beneficiaries of
its programs. Each year IOCC extends as-
sistance to tens of thousands of people.

Hierarchs Declare
Nov. 22 �IOCC Sunday�

BALTIMORE � In an outpouring of
concern, Orthodox Christians across the
United States have committed more than
$5,000 to International Orthodox Christian
Charities (IOCC) for aid to the 1.4 million
people in Central America who have been
left homeless in the aftermath of Hurricane
Mitch. IOCC is working in support of the
efforts of its partner agency Church World
Service (CWS) to send medical teams and
deliver emergency supplies to the region.

CWS is coordinating the airlift of urgently
needed food and other supplies requested
by churches in Central America. Critically-
needed provisions being transported to di-
saster areas include baby kits, blankets, fam-
ily-sized tents, rice, beans, oil, corn, plastic
sheeting, and oral rehydration salts.

IOCC Executive Director, Constantine
Triantafilou, remarked, �The heartfelt expres-
sion of solidarity by Orthodox Christians to
those in need in Central America has been
overwhelming.� He added, �The tremen-
dous response is matched only by the mag-
nitude of the disaster and the millions of
people who are in need of our help.�

The aid will be distributed through lo-
cal churches in Honduras, Nicaragua, El
Salvador and Guatemala that are �playing a
life-saving role with tens of thousands of
survivors,� according to CWS.

Churches of all denominations are play-
ing a central role in addressing the urgent needs
of the estimated 300,000 people who have
been isolated by the storm�s devastation.

Contributions to IOCC will provide ad-
ditional support for the emergency and re-
covery efforts, including airlifts of food and
medicine. The cost for transport of each
emergency relief flight is approximately
$45,000.

Volunteer medical teams from Cuba
have already been dispatched to Honduras.
Teams of American physicians are also be-
ing assembled to provide much-needed
medical assistance. Support for the volun-
teer medical teams requires approximately
$1,500 per physician for flights, lodging, and
provisions.

Contributions designated for �Hurri-
cane Mitch Relief� may be made to IOCC
and mailed to: IOCC, P.O. Box 630225,
Baltimore, MD 21263-0225

To make a credit card contribution,
please call 1-800-877-IOCC (4622) or visit
the IOCC WebSite at http://www.iocc.org

IOCC Responds to
Needs of Hurricane
Mitch Survivors

ATHENS (ANA) � Archbishop of Ath-
ens and All Greece Christodoulos on Oct
31 met with a delegation of the breakaway
Orthodox Church of the Former Yugoslav Re-
public of Macedonia (FYROM) at the border
crossing post of Niki, Florina prefecture.

Archbishop of Greece Meets FYROM Delegation

ATHENS, Greece � An impressive
book dedicated to �The Patriarchate of the
Great City of Alexandria� was presented Oct
21 by Petros VII, Pope and Patriarch of Al-
exandria and all Africa, at the hotel Grande
Bretagne.

Representatives of the state, political
parties, the Church of Greece, and the world
of the arts, as well as many members of the
public attended.

The richly illustrated collectible tome,
outlines the history of the ancient Patriarch-
ate of Alexandria down through the centu-
ries from its foundation by the Apostle and
Evangelist Mark to the present day.

The Patriarch of Alexandria also visited
Archbishop Christodoulos of Athens and All
Greece, on the occasion of the name-day of
the latter.

Christodoulos congratulated him on his
work of national and ecclesiastical signifi-
cance, which he carries out with both en-
thusiasm and success.

Patriarch of Alexandria
Presents Book

According to a FYROM church spokes-
man, Archbishop Christodoulos reassured
the delegation that he was willing to medi-
ate between the breakaway church and the
Serbian Orthodox Patriarchate in efforts to
re-unify them.

DUSSELDORF - The first-ever meeting of
young people from all the Orthodox dioceses
in Germany took place Nov. 14 in the Greek
Orthodox Parish of St. Andrew in Dusseldorf
and decided unanimously to found the Or-
thodox Youth Union - Germany.�

More than 140 young people from
Dusseldorf and the neighborhood, from
Cologne, Frankfort, Bielefeld, Gütersloh,
Hamburg and other places in Germany
came together on the invitation of the Com-
mission of the Orthodox Church in Germany
(COCIG), in which all canonical Orthodox
dioceses take part.

The president of the COCiG, Prof. Kallis
from Munster University, addressed the
congregation in his opening speech as the
�future of Orthodoxy in Germany.�

The necessary development of the Or-
thodox Church could not be realized in sepa-
ration, but in cooperation of all Orthodox in
this country, whatever their national back-
ground. The national identity of the various
orthodox dioceses will not be disregarded,
but �what we preach is not the nation, but
Orthodoxy!�

The head of the Youth Department in
the COCiG, Fr. Elias Esber (Patriarchate of
Antioch), stressed the eminent task of the
Church to offer an orientation to young
people in a world that has mostly lost any
orientation. The Church has to offer her val-
ues, but in a language, that is accessible to
young people, and to help them to find their
place in the present-day German society:
�We want to live in this society, to play our
role here, to be open to the questions of
our time. We live here and now: Germany
has become our second home. There is no
place among us for racists, ultra-national-
ists and fundamentalists, but for tolerance

Patriarch Petros Attends St. Nectarios Events
His Beatitude Petros VII, Pope and Pa-

triarch of Alexandria and All Africa, and spiri-
tual leader of all Orthodox Christians in Af-
rica, arrived on the island of Aegina Nov. 8
to attend events commemorating St.
Nektarios. He was welcomed at the port by
the Metropolitan of Ydra, Spetses and Aegina
Ierotheos, local authorities, clergymen, and
enthusiastic residents.

At 5.30 p.m. the helicopter carrying
Archbishop of Athens and All Greece
Christodoulos from Serres to Aegina landed

Orthodox Youth Union Founded in Germany
and integration. ... That�s why we look for
good ecumenical contacts to other churches
and their youth organizations!�

The representative of the Western Eu-
rope Region of the World Fellowship of Or-
thodox Youth SYNDESMOS, Mr. Hildo Bos
from Paris, encouraged the young orthodox
of Germany to found their organization and
to take their place among the other 118
groups from 45 countries, that form today
the world fellowship of SYNDESMOS.

Many young people participated in a
vivid discussion, told about their local ex-
periences and expressed their expectations
and sorrows. All of them stressed the ne-
cessity, that the Church has to be a place,
where the Orthodox youth can find its place.
It was their common opinion that an orga-
nization of the Orthodox youth in Germany
would be very helpful to bring Orthodox
people of all the dioceses and nations to-
gether and to intensify the cultural and reli-
gious work by festivals, regular meetings and
seminaries on the federal and local level.

So this first Orthodox youth meeting
resulted in founding of a new organization:
the �Orthodox Youth Union - Germany
(Orthodoxer Jugendbund - Deutschland).�
A working group in which members of all
the Orthodox dioceses of Germany take part
will compile the constitution of the new
union within the next months. The first fes-
tival of the Orthodox Youth Union shall take
place May 1, 1999 (probably in the Serbian
parish in Dusseldorf).

On the conference of the COCiG, that
was hold the same day in the afternoon, the
Orthodox bishops of Germany and the del-
egates of the various dioceses have been
informed about the new youth organization
and given their blessing.

in the yard of the Agios Nektarios Cathe-
dral. Archbishop Christodoulos, was met by
hundreds of enthusiastic people who flocked
to welcome him.

Patriarch Petros VII later told reporters that
the purpose of His visit is to convey to the
monastery, to the place where St. Nektarios
was buried in 1920, a decision by the
Patriarchate�s Synod seeking a pardon from St.
Nektarios posthumously for persecution and
inconvenience he had experienced during his
life when he was the Bishop of Pentapolis.

ATHENS - The head of the Orthodox
church in Greece is concerned that scien-
tists trying to clone human beings may be
stepping over the boundaries ordained by
nature.

The archbishop of Athens and all
Greece warned at a medical conference that
cloning could result in the creation of a race
of human copies, amounting to a nightmare
worse than Frankenstein�s monster.

Addressing delegates at a medical con-
ference in Athens, the orthodox archbishop
of Athens and all Greece went on record
on a controversial subject: cloning.

Archbishop Christodoulos said he�s
afraid cloning is an example of science go-
ing too far. Arguing that cloning could lead
to horrors worse than Frankenstein�s mon-
ster and the Nazi atrocities, Archbishop
Christodoulos said he shudders at the
thought of genetic engineering going so far
that it shows a disrespect for the laws of
nature.

Warning that nature avenges itself
against those who fail to respect it, the arch-
bishop added: �This will create a race of
human copies, just as the Nazis and Sovi-
ets tried to do. Frankenstein and the Nazi

genetics researcher Joseph Mengele would
pale by comparison.�

Christodoulos is worried that the
moral understanding of those who wield
the tools of science may be lacking, inad-
equate to the task of assessing what kind
of research and work is right and what kind
is wrong. He�s concerned that the prod-
ucts of science may be misused to the det-
riment of the humanity they were intended
to serve.

Though he is sounding the alarm in the
starkest of terms, Christodoulos acknowl-
edges that genetic research has many ben-
efits for mankind. His point is simply that
there need to be stricter controls on it, that
man�s power over nature needs to be regu-
lated by sound moral and ethical judgment.

Metropolitan Nikitas
Attends International
Meeting  in Japan

HONG KONG � Metropolitan Nikitas
of Hong Kong and Southeast Asia repre-
sented the Ecumenical Patriarchate of
Constantinople at the recent meeting of the
International Governing Board of the World
Conference on Religion and Peace in Tokyo.

Metropolitan Nikitas joined other reli-
gious leaders from around the world, as they
examined issues related to faith traditions,
peace and the role religion can play in es-
tablishing peace and tolerance.

A delegation of religious leaders from
Bosnia-Herzegovina (Orthodox, Roman Catho-
lic, and Muslim) joined the Conference and dis-
cussed their efforts in the healing process.

The WCRP (World Conference on Reli-
gion and Peace) is currently working with
the religious leaders in Bosnia-Herzegovina
to promote better relations and cooperation.

Church of Greece Concerned Over Cloning
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ORTHODOXY

Understanding the Greek Orthodox
Church
D. Constantelos

A basic introduction to Orthodoxy.
1W9801 $14.95

The Incarnate God: The Feasts of Jesus
Christ and the Virgin Mary 2 vols.

Orthodoxy through the liturgical year.
1W9802 $29.95

The Orthodox Church: 455 Questions
S. Harakas

Question and answers to basic issues.
1W9803 $14.95

The Orthodox Church
K. Ware

A clear introduction to the Church.
1W9804 $13.95

SAINTS

St. John the Baptist
1W9805 $10.95

St. Kosmas Aitolos
1W9806 $6.95

Synaxarion Sept.-Oct.
1W9807 $45.00

Orthodox Saints
G. Poulos

The lives of the saints of the Church in an
easy-to-read format.

1W9808 Jan-Mar Volume 1  $13.95
1W9809 Apr-Jun Volume 2  $13.95
1W9810 Jul-Sep Volume 3  $13.95
1W9811 Oct-Dec Volume 4  $13.95
1W9812 Set of four $49.95

SCRIPTURE

Responses to 101 Questions on the Bible
R. Brown

Basic scriptural questions are answered by
one of the world’s leading biblical scholars.

1W9813 $8.95

The New Testament: An Orthodox Perspective
T. Stylianopoulos

The first comprehensive work on Scripture,
tradition, and hermeneutics by an Orthodox
biblical scholar.  “A masterpiece” according to
Fr. Thomas Hopko.

1W9814 $16.95

ON CHRISTMAS

The Birth of the Messiah
R. Brown

A commentary on the infancy narratives in
Matthew and Luke.

1W9815 $30.00

On the Incarnation
St. Athanasius

A masterpiece of 4th century theology.
1W9816 $8.95

The Life of St. Nicholas of Sion
J. and N. Sevcenko

1W9817 $4.95

ICONOGRAPHY

Guide to Byzantine Iconography
C. Cavarnos

Explanations of the icons of the Church.
1W9818 $20.00

The Meaning of Icons
L. Ouspensky & V. Lossky

An introduction to the art and visual language
used in icons.

1W9819 $39.95

HOLY CROSS BOOKSTORE
50 Goddard Avenue Brookline, MA 02445

(617) 850–1230 • 800-245–-0599•  Fax (617) 850–1430
E-mail HCBKS@omaccess.com

Christina Goes to
Church
2W9809 $5.95

The Holy Nativity of
Our Lord
2W9810 $6.00

The Shepherd’s
Son
2W9811 $10.00

The Beginner’s
Bible
2W9820 $17.99

For All the World
2W9821 $14.95

The Christmas Story
2W9822 $3.95

Bright Star, What Do
You See?
2W9823 $5.99

The Baptism of Our
Lord
2W9813 $6.00

The Storm and the
Sea
2W9814 $7.95

The Life of
St. Nicholas
2W9815 $6.00

Jesus Grows Up
2W9816 $15.95

Tell Me the Bible
2W9824 $14.95

And It Was Good
2W9825 $12.99

Now I Lay Me Down
to Sleep
2W9826 $5.99

I Can Pray with
Jesus
2W9827 $6.99

Minas and the Fish
2W9817 $14.95

Jesus Is Born Coloring
Book
2W9818 $1.95

My Christmas Angel
2W9819 $5.99

CHILDREN’S BOOKS

CountYyour
Blessings
2W9801 $12.95

God Speaks to Us
 in Feeding Stories
2W9802 $17.95

God Speaks to Us
 in Water Stories
2W9803 $17.95

TheNight of the
Shepherds
2W9804 $3.95

The Best Gift of All
2W9805 $8.95

Do the Angels
Watch Close By?
2W9806 $15.95

Camel for a King
2W9807 $6.95

CountYour
Blessings
2W9812 $12.95

God Loves You
2W9808 $12.95

LITURGY

A Commentary on the Divine Liturgy
Nicholas Cabasilas

A Father of the Church explains the Liturgy.
1W9820 $9.95

The Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom
Holy Cross

1W9821 $10.95

The Orthodox Lityrgy
Hugh Wybrew

A historical view of the Divine Liturgy
1W9822 $10.95

The Divine Liturgy of St. Basil
1W9823 $5.00

THE FATHERS

Drinking from the Hidden Fountain
T. Spidlik

Daily readings from the Fathers
1W9824 $19.95

The Sayings of the Desert Fathers
B. Ward

The alphabetical collection.
1W9825 $12.95

The Holy Fire
R. Payne

The lives and writings of ten Church Fathers.
1W9826 $12.95

HISTORY

The First Seven Ecumenical Councils
L. Davis

History and theology of the Councils.
1W9827 $19.95

The Great Church in Captivity
S. Runciman

The story of the Church of Constantinople
during the Ottoman Empire. A classic.

1W9828 $29.95

Nicaea: A Byzantine Capital and Its Praises
C. Foss

The history of the city of Nicaea and two
thirteenth century speeches in its honor.

1W9829
$14.95

PRAYER

An Anthology of Patristic Prayers
N. Hatzinikoloaou

A collection of prayers from various
Fathers.

1W9830 $12.95

Daily Prayers for Orthodox Christians
A small Synekdemos.
1W9831 $9.95

Beginning to Pray
A. Bloom

The classic introductory work on prayer.
1W9732 $5.95

The Jesus Prayer
L. Gillet

The best introduction to the Jesus Prayer.
1W9733 $9.95

Ages of Spiritual Life
P. Evdomikov

A masterful work on “interiorized
monasticism.”
1W9734 $14.95

Orthodox Spirituality
A Monk of the Eastern Church

The essentials of spirituality common
to all ages and places.
1W9735 $7.95
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COOKBOOKS

The Festive Fast
1W9842 $20.00

A Lenten Cookbook
1W9843 $9.00

A Southern Lady Cooks with
a Greek Accent

1W9844 $10.00

Popular Greek Recipes
1W9845 $14.95

The Food of Greece
1W9846 $14.00

From a Traditional Greek Kitchen
1W9847 $9.95

Greek Meze Cooking
1W9848 $12.99

Greek Heritage Cookbook
1W9849 $14.95

An Odyssey into Greek Cooking
1W9850 $14.95

HOLY CROSS BOOKSTORE
50 Goddard Avenue Brookline, MA 02445

(617) 850–1230 • 800–245–0599•  Fax (617) 850–1430
E-mail HCBKS@omaccess.com

... For there is born to you
this day in the city of David
a Savior, who is Christ the
Lord.
W98602

Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth peace, which Thy coming has
bestowed upon us, O Savior: glory to
Thee.
W98603

And opening their treasures
they presented to Him gifts
of gold and frankincense and
myrrh.
W98601

CDs AND CASSETTES

CHRISTMAS CARDS

Hymns to the Holy Mother of God
L. Angelopoulos
CD 7W9801 $18.00

First Fruits: Byzantine Chant in English
Boston Byzantine Choir
CD 7W9802 $18.00
Cassette 7W9803 $12.00

Agne Parthene
Simonos Petras Monastery
CD 7W9804 $20.00
Cassette 7W9805 $10.00

“O Gladsome Light”
Eikona

CD 7W9806 $16.00
Cassette 7W9807 $11.00

Paraklesis
Eikona

CD 7W9808 $16.00
Cassette 7W9809 $11.00

Byzantine Music in the New World
CD 7W9810 $20.00
Cassette 7W9811 $10.00

Byzantine Hymns of Christmas also have Theophany
Society of National Music
CD 7W9812 $16.00

In Bethlehem - Traditional Christmas Carols
Holy Nativity Convent
CD 7W9813 $16.00
Cassette 7W9814 $10.00

Ancient Hymns for Modern Times
Byzantine Chant by Katerina Sitaras Makiej
CD 7W9815 $16.00

Byzantine Music in the New World
Vespers Tones 1 & 8

CD 7W9816 $20.00
Cassette 7W9817 $10.00

Symphonic Orthodox Liturgy
Dimitri Papasotolou

CD 7W9818 $20.00

Hymns of Christmas
Romanos o Melodos: The Byzantine Choir of Hellenic College

and Holy Cross
Cassette 7W9819 $10.00

Music for the Season
Photios Ketsetzis (cassette)

Hymns for Christmas 7W9820 $12.00
Hymns for Epiphany 7W9821 $12.00
The Liturgy of Chrysostom 7W9822 $12.00
The Liturgy of St. Basil 7W9823 $12.00
Katavasies (2 tapes) 7W9824 $12.00

ICONS

St. Ephrosynos the Cook
       3W9805    $20.00

Tenderness
3W9804    $20.00

St. Nicholas
3W9801    $20.00

St. Spyridon
3W9802    $20.00

The Baptism
3W9803     $20.00

TO ORDER

• When ordering, please
use item codes.

• All orders are shiped via
U.P.S. No P. O. Boxes.

Shipping and handling charges:
- Min fee: $4.00
- 8.00-16.00: $4.50
- 16.01-25.00: $5.25
- 25.01-50.00: $7.00
- 50.01-100.00: $8.00
- Over 100.00: 10%

• Call for express shipping
charges.

• We accept VISA and
MasterCard.

Holy Cross Bookstore
wishes you a

Merry Christmas
and a joyous New Year!

RECENTLY PUBLISHED

St. John Chrysostom - Commentary on
the Psalms
Translated with comment by Robert Charles Hill

1W9849 $19.95

Christianity - Lineaments of a Sacred
Tradition
Philip Sherrard

1W9850 $14.95

Functional and Disfynctional Christianity
Philotheos Faros

1W9851 $11.95

Towards Authentic Christian Spirituality
Emilianos Timiadis

1W9852 $12.95

The Spiritual Elder of America
Bishop Gerasimos of Abydos

1W9853 $7.95

At the End of Time
Bishop Gerasimos of Abydos

1W9854 $5.95

HELLENISM

A Concise History of Greece
R. Clogg

An international scholar describes the
history of modern Greece, from the 18th
century to the present.

1W9836 $17.95

The Greeks: Their Heritage and Its Value
Today
D. Constantelos

Answers questions about the ideals and
values of Hellenism that have remained
constant.

1W9837 $5.00

A Guide to Greek Traditions and Customs
 in America
M. Rouvelas

Ideal gift for a non-Greek relative,
describing the ethos of the Greek household
and community through its customs.

1W9838 $25.00

Greek Proverbs and Other Popular
Sayings
G. Pilitsis

A collection of sayings and their
explanation.

1W9839 $9.95

Ten Days to Destiny: The Battle for Crete,
1941
G. C. Kiriakopoulos

The struggle for the island of Crete in
World War II.

1W9840 $19.95

Harry Agganis: The Golden Greek, An All
American Story
N. Tsiotos & A. Dabilis

The biography of one of the leading
athletes of the 1940’s and 50’s.

1W9841 $17.95

The angels offer Thee a hymn; the
heavens a star; the Magi, gifts; the
shepherds their wonder; the earth
its cave; the wilderness, the man-
ger; and we offer Thee a Virgin
Mother.
W98605

For there is born to you this day in
the city of David a Savior, who is
Christ the Lord. And this will be the
sign to you: You will find a Babe
wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying
in a manger.
W98604

Each is sold in a box of 20 cards
with matching envelopes.  $12.95
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Liturgical Hymns of
Praise by Orthodox Youth
ORDER IT TODAY!

      Any Orthodox Christian, young and old alike, who loves the beautiful hymns of our
Church will be delighted to own this recording! The first of its kind, Liturgical Hymns
of Praise by Orthodox Youth contains the Divine Liturgy (as well as other selected
hymns) in its entirety and sung by the young people of our Holy Archdiocese. This
unique recording will demonstrate to its listeners that the Faith is alive to Greek Ortho-
dox youth in America, from California to New York and every place in between.

� Sunday school teachers  � Camp directors  � Youth workers  � Lay people, young and old

Name ____________________________________________________________________
Name of Church or Bookstore _________________________________________________
Address___________________________________________________________________
City:____________________________________  State:_________     Zip:_____________

Single Orders

Wholesale/Bulk
(Total quantity of 10 or more)

CDs TapesQty PriceQty

o $11.95 ea. x   ____   +    o $7.95 ea. x   _____   + $3.00 =   __________

Parishes wishing to purchase tapes / compact discs as gifts for the children in their youth
programs may call the Youth Office directly to obtain special discounted pricing.

 o $14.95 ea. x   ____   +    o $9.95 ea. x   ____     + $3.00  =  __________

Liturgical Hymns of Praise by Orthodox Youth is being produced by the Office of Youth &
Young Adult Ministries of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese, in collaboration with Orthodox
musician Andrew Anthony, in very limited quantities. To reserve a copy for yourself, or as a
gift for a friend, order your tape or compact disc TODAY to ensure delivery in time for the
Christmas season. We cannot guarantee a second printing of this extraordinary recording, so
please don�t delay - you may not have a second chance!

S&H

In addition to providing its listeners with a faith-affirming experience, Liturgi-
cal Hymns of Praise by Orthodox Youth is an incredibly valuable resource for:

Send check or M.O. (payable to National  Office of Youth and Young Adult Ministries) to:
Attn: Liturgical Hymns CD � National Office of Youth & Young Adult Ministries
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America � 8 East 79th Street� New York, NY 10021 Tel.: (212) 774-0297

For wholesale orders only

�

Liturgical Hymns of Praise by Orthodox YouthLiturgical Hymns of Praise by Orthodox Youth

ANT-1
SATELLITE

ERT
VIASATELLITE

1999 GENERAL
CATALOG

When in New York, visit our music
Superstore, with 6,000 ft of showroom, where
you will find any Greek Cassette, Compact
Disc or Video on the Market. You  may find
all Greek music and Video at unbelievably
low prices. Our prices are lower than what
music sells in Greece.

Kõêëïöüñçóå ï Ãåíéêüò ìáò
ÊáôÜëïãïò ãéá ôï 1999.
232 óåëßäåò ãåìÜôåò áðü üëç ôç
ÅëëçíéêÞ ìïõóéêÞ êáé âßíôåï
ðïõ õðÜñ÷åé óôçí áãïñÜ.
¸ã÷ñùìï 16-óÝ-
ëéäï Ýíèåôï ìå
èáõìÜóéá ðáé-
äéêÜ âéâëßá:
ðáñáìýèéá,
âéâëßá ÷ñù-
ìáôéóìïý
êáé äñá-
óôçñéï-
ôÞôùí.

FREE UPON

REQUEST

GREEK MUSIC &

VIDEO

VIDEO
TRANSFERS

We convert videos from the
Greek system (PAL-
SECAM) to the American
(NTSC) and vice versa. Your
order will be done by pro-
fessional quality digital con-
verter, at new low-low
prices.

ONLY $25.00

FOR FIRST 2 HRS
Price includes blank
cassette and S&H.

25-50 31st STREET, ASTORIA NY 11102 � FAX: 718-932-4911
TELTELTELTELTEL 718-932-8400 -  718-932-8400 -  718-932-8400 -  718-932-8400 -  718-932-8400 - CALL FREE:CALL FREE:CALL FREE:CALL FREE:CALL FREE: 800-473-3522 or 800-GREEK 22 800-473-3522 or 800-GREEK 22 800-473-3522 or 800-GREEK 22 800-473-3522 or 800-GREEK 22 800-473-3522 or 800-GREEK 22

KETI GARBI
HRISTOUGENA ME TIN KETI

CD: 4929-942 - $25.98
CS: 4929-944 - $15.98

MANTO
PRODOSIA

CD: 4928-392 - $25.98
CS: 4928-394 - $15.98

KOSTAS HATZIS
TOSA GRAMMATA

CD: 4979-812 - $25.98
CS: 4979-814 - $15.98

No 1 EPITIHIES 1998
THE BEST HITS

CD: 4260-922 - $25.98
CS: 4260-924 - $15.98

Make your Christmas

Unforgettable

with Greek Music & Video

Ôþñá õðÜñ÷åé êáé ìéá Üëëç
åêëïãÞ óôçí ÅëëçíéêÞ Ôçëåüñá-
óç óôçí ÁìåñéêÞ. Ôá èáõìÜóéá
ðñïãñÜììáôá ôçò ÅëëçíéêÞò
Ñáäéïöùíßáò Ôçëåüñáóçò (ÅÑÔ)
Ýñ÷ïíôáé ìå ôï äïñõöüñï ôïõ
Direct TV óôéò ÇÐÁ.

24-ÙÑÅÓ ðñüãñáììá ìå üëåò ôá
øõ÷áãùãéêÜ êáé ìïñöùôéêÜ
ðñïãñÜììáôá ôçò ÅÑÔ.

×ÁÌÇËÅÓ ÔÉÌÅÓ
ÔÇËÅÖÙÍÇÓÔÅ ÔÙÑÁ

ÍÝá ðñïóöïñÜ ôçò ECHOSTAR
êáé åßíáé äýóêïëï íá ôçí áðïñ-
ñßøåôå.

ÄÙÑÅÁÍ
ôï ðéÜôï áí ðáñáããåßëåôå åíüò
÷ñüíïõ ðñïãñáììáôéóìü óôá
ÁìåñéêÜíéêá êáíÜëéá. Áí èÝëåôå
ìüíï ôïí ÁÍÔ-1 SATELLITE ôï
ðéÜôï îåêéíÜåé áðü ðïëý ÷áìçëÞ
ôéìÝò. $149 ìå ôï áðëü receiver.

ÌÏÍÁÄÉÊÇ ÅÕÊÁÉÑÉÁ
ÔÇËÅÖÙÍÇÓÔÅ ÔÙÑÁ

ÍÅÅÓ ÊÕÊËÏÖÏÑÉÅÓ ÃÉÁ ÔÁ ×ÑÉÓÔÏÕÃÅÍÍÁÍÅÅÓ ÊÕÊËÏÖÏÑÉÅÓ ÃÉÁ ÔÁ ×ÑÉÓÔÏÕÃÅÍÍÁÍÅÅÓ ÊÕÊËÏÖÏÑÉÅÓ ÃÉÁ ÔÁ ×ÑÉÓÔÏÕÃÅÍÍÁÍÅÅÓ ÊÕÊËÏÖÏÑÉÅÓ ÃÉÁ ÔÁ ×ÑÉÓÔÏÕÃÅÍÍÁÍÅÅÓ ÊÕÊËÏÖÏÑÉÅÓ ÃÉÁ ÔÁ ×ÑÉÓÔÏÕÃÅÍÍÁ
NEW RELEASES FOR CHRISTMASNEW RELEASES FOR CHRISTMASNEW RELEASES FOR CHRISTMASNEW RELEASES FOR CHRISTMASNEW RELEASES FOR CHRISTMAS

Ç ÐÇÃÇ ÐÏÕ ÔÁ Å×ÅÉÇ ÐÇÃÇ ÐÏÕ ÔÁ Å×ÅÉÇ ÐÇÃÇ ÐÏÕ ÔÁ Å×ÅÉÇ ÐÇÃÇ ÐÏÕ ÔÁ Å×ÅÉÇ ÐÇÃÇ ÐÏÕ ÔÁ Å×ÅÉ
ÏËÁÏËÁÏËÁÏËÁÏËÁ

No 1
Epitihies

tis Hronias

NEW

WE TAKE A NEW DELIVERY OF GREEK MUSIC EVERY 2-3 WEEKS. PLEASE CALL AND ASK FOR
THE LATEST NEW RELEASES, EVEN IF YOU DON'T SEE THEM AT OUR ADVERTISMENTS.

Greek music and video make the best gifts for anyone who loves Greek Music.
It's the gift they will anjoy again and again.

Ionian Village is now accepting applications for staff positions for the summer of
1999. Positions are available in the following departments: Aquatics/Lifeguard

(ALS or WSI certification required), Arts and Crafts, Athletics, Infirmary/Nurse
(RN or MD required), Music and Greek Culture, and Orthodox Life.

Applicants must be Orthodox Christians, 21 years of age or older by June 28,
1999, and available to work from June 22 - August 16, 1999.

Application deadline: January 31, 1999.

Please send me an Ionian Village Staff Application.

Name ______________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________

City, State, Zip ______________________________________________

Phone ______________________________________________________
Mail this form to: Ionian Village, 8-10 East 79th Street, New York, NY 10021.
Or contact us at: Phone (212) 570-3534, E-mail ionianvillage@goarch.org

Ionian Village
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An Offering of Praise, By All and for All

By Maria Karalekas

During His earthly ministry, our Lord
Jesus Christ said, �Let the little children come
to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such
is the kingdom of heaven.�

In an effort to bring our children one step
closer to the Kingdom, the Office of Youth
&Young Adult Ministries, in collaboration with
music minister Andrew Anthony and all dio-
cese camp and youth directors, has produced
a liturgical compact disk, �Liturgical Hymns
of Praise by Orthodox Youth.�

Conforming to Byzantine tradition in
that it is entirely vocal and uses no instru-
ments, the CD presents the Divine Liturgy
in its entirety. Celebrated by Fr. Paul C.
Palesty of St. Nicholas Church in Flushing,
N.Y., it features the voices of young people
from throughout the country singing liturgi-
cal hymns in Greek and English.

The project began eight months ago

with two goals in mind: to teach our young
people the hymns of the Divine Liturgy and
provide them with education regarding the
Church�s Byzantine music tradition.

Ultimately, through this experience, it
was our prayer that young people would gain
a greater understanding and appreciation for
the Divine Liturgy, thus, bringing them one
step closer towards becoming active mem-
bers of the Eucharistic community.

Upon receiving the blessing of Arch-
bishop Spyridon, the project was under way
and young people at all 10 diocese summer
youth camps were invited to participate in
this unique recording. The National Youth
Office supplied a resource packet to each
Diocese youth director.

The packet contained a rehearsal cas-
sette with the vocal melody of the hymns to
be practiced and a five-day session outline
of lesson plans on Byzantine music.

Thus, children at each camp were as-
signed specific hymns from the Divine Lit-
urgy which they learned and practiced while
at the same time receiving instruction in
Byzantine music history and the purpose it
is intended to serve in their lives.

With all this intact, the fun began. A
recording date was set for each diocese and
flight arrangements were made for Andrew
Anthony to travel around the country to
record the young people from each camp
singing their assigned hymns.

Two additional recordings were also
done in New York with the Girls� Junior
Choir from St. Nicholas Church in Flushing
and the Boys� Byzantine Choir from St.
Demetrios Cathedral in Astoria. Thus, a to-
tal of more than 1,000 young people were
recorded over the summer singing the
praises of the Divine Liturgy.

Digital recording equipment was used
and all the recordings were later transferred
to a computer-based hard disk recording
system. Countless hours of editing the re-
corded material followed as the separate
sections of the liturgy were painstakingly
edited to produce a seamless celebration of
the Divine Liturgy with contributions from
all corners of the country!

The first CD of its kind, �Liturgical
Hymns of Praise by Orthodox Youth� is now
available through the Office of Youth &
Young Adult Ministries. It is an offering of
praise by all our young people for all the
faithful of our Holy Archdiocese.

St. John Chrysostom writes, �Those
who psalmodize are filled with the Holy
Spirit.� With this in mind, it is our prayer
that all priests, teachers, youth workers and
lay people, will listen to this CD and be filled
with the Holy Spirit.

It is a vehicle through which the trea-
sures of the Divine Liturgy may be revealed
to its listeners as they are encouraged to sing
the praises of the Divine Liturgy along with
the voices of our young people.

The National Youth Office has already
begun receiving numerous requests for this
CD and many parishes are offering it as a
gift to their young people and parishioners.
St. Demetrios Church in Baltimore has re-
quested 600 CD�s to offer as gifts to the
members of its community and many more
are following suit.

St. Theophan the Recluse, the great 19th

century bishop and spiritual writer said, �The
purpose of church songs is precisely to make
the spark of grace that is hidden within us
burn brighter and with greater warmth.
Psalms, hymns and spiritual odes are intro-
duced to fan the spark and transform it into
a flame...�

It is our sincere prayer that �Liturgical
Hymns of Praise by Orthodox Youth,� will
make our faith burn brighter by enlighten-
ing the minds and hearts of all those who
hear it, ultimately bringing glory to our Lord
and God and Savior Jesus Christ!

READ AND SPEAK LANGUAGE LESSONS ON CDROM
GREEK LANGUAGE LESSONS IN ONE CDROM

by George Balanis PhD, MBA
and Toula Balanis AA � AnoTek, Inc.

WRITE TO: AnoTek/G. Balanis 2349 Hill Street, Santa Monica, CA 90405
Tel: (310)450-5027   �  Fax: (310)450-0867  � Email: georgeb@anotek.com

Also avai lable in books i l lustrated with ful l  color pictures.

VISIT: http://www.anotek.com Þëéïò         öüñåìá
 sun dress

If you want to learn Greek quickly and easily, our CDROM courses are for you.
Our Read and Speak Greek CDROM will teach you the Greek language taught in Greek schools today.  This
course covers 6 years of school and teaches Reading, Vocabulary, Pronunciation and Phonetics, Grammar
and Sentence Generation. You will learn the Structure of the Greek language and how it differs from the struc-
ture of English. The new software version (Ver. 2.0) improves the previous version and adds female voice,
more grammar and more dialogs.

� Read and Speak Greek CDROM Ver. 2.0 (6-year course Greek font included) $75.00

A GREATA GREATA GREATA GREATA GREAT

CHRISTMAS
CHRISTMAS
CHRISTMAS
CHRISTMAS
CHRISTMAS

GIFTGIFTGIFTGIFTGIFT
Üëïãï             ðüëç
horse    city

Our Read and Speak English  CDROM teaches English to Greek speaking people. The course teaches Pro-
nunciation, Vocabulary, Reading and the Basics of Grammar equivalent to about two years of school. All instruc-
tions are in Greek.

 We accept VISA, M/C, AMEX, DISCOVER, CHECKS & MONEY ORDER q Check Box for free catalog

� Read and Speak English CDROM-Step 1 (2-year course Greek font included) $50.00

Card #______________________________________________  Exp. Date: _______/ _____
Product: ________________________________________ X ____ Total $:_______________
Name: ______________________________________________  Phone: _______________
Address:___________________________________________________________________
City __________________________________________ State________ Zip ______________
Your E-mail: ________________________________________________________________

ORDER FORM:   (Please put street and number.  We ship UPS)
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challengeYouth Ministry

Email: youthoffice@goarch.org

� To subscribe to the Youth Office
Listserver, send an e-mail to:
m a j o r d o m o @ l i s t . g o a r c h . o r g
� In the BODY of the e-mail, type in:
subscribe youth
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What Do You Think?

ChallengeChallengeChallengeChallengeChallenge is the youth supplement
to the Orthodox Observer produced
by the Department of Youth & Young

Adult Ministries.
Articles reflect the opinion of the writers.
Write to the Office of Youth & Young

Adult Ministries, Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese of America

8 East 79th Street,
New York, New York  10021

Chastity and Relationships

By George Hazlaris

In today�s society, chastity is
not the most common word or the
most popular virtue among the
single population, young and old
alike.

Everywhere we look we are
bombarded with advertisements,
movies, videos and music that not
only support sexual promiscuity,
but actually encourage it.

Remaining a virgin until mar-
riage is definitely not the �in vogue�
thing to do, and chastity, for the most
part, simply equates into no fun at

lasting blessing of selfless love and spiritual
union with God. Thus, chastity does not hold
a primary place of importance in the lives of
many of us because virtue and union with
God has not been our focus.

So what does the virtue of chastity re-
ally mean? And does virginity simply mean
abstinence from sexual relationships?. The
truth about chastity and virginity is that they
do not constitute any single act or aspect of
life, but actually constitute and define a state
of being within a person. In one of the most
beautiful hymns of our Church when the
Archangel Gabriel greets the Virgin Mary and
prepares to announce to her that she has
been chosen by God to give birth to the Sav-
ior of the world, we hear the hymn proclaim
that � At the beauty of your virginity the an-
gel stood amazed...�. Was the Archangel
�amazed� at the simple fact that Mary was
a virgin? No, he was in awe of her state of
purity and the astoundingly intimate rela-
tionship and presence of God that he found
pouring out from within her. Her virginity,
and all true virginity, is not simply the ab-
sence of a specific type of relation ( sex ).
On the contrary, it is the abundance of a
deep and intimate relationship, a relation-
ship of spiritual intimacy with God.  The
beauty and fulfillment of this type of rela-
tionship has no equal.

There are no great advertisements on
television , no multi-media endorsements that
entice us to grow closer to God. The fact of
the matter is, that the experience of God and
union with Him is just that- it is experiential.
It is not a momentary, fleeting interlude that
has no lasting value. When we live a life of
virtue we are not abstaining from pleasures,
on the contrary, we receive an abundance of
joy that is lasting and  eternal. No matter what
our present condition, no matter what we
have done in the past or how little we have
tried to grow in our faith, the open arms of
our Lord remain outstretched and extended,
calling all of us to come to Him and experi-
ence the joy that is beyond comprehension;
the joy that is eternal, the joy that is relational,
the joy that is Christ.

Mr. Hazlaris is Archdiocesan District
youth director and 1998 graduate of Holy
Cross School of Theology

PROFILE: 7 years old; 2nd grader
at St. Martin School in Atlanta; likes
to read and his favorite subjects are
Math and Science; attends Greek af-
ternoon school and reads Greek beau-
tifully; plays football and baseball his
neighborhood league; favorite food is
cherries, favorite television program
is �Timone and Pumba,� and favorite
animal is a dog; has a four-year-old
Golden Retriever named �Sunny�;
plays the piano; has a 16-year-old
brother and an 18-year-old sister who
he spends a lot of time with.

GEORGE MARCHMAN
Cathedral of the Annunciation
Atlanta, Ga.

SERVICE: Attends church every Sunday
and goes to Sunday School; served as an
altar boy for the first time last month and
will continue to serve consistently when he
turns eight in January; attends church JOY
program; helps his older brother and sister
who are members of GOYA by serving food
at various GOYA functions and in many
other capacities

ADVICE TO PEERS: Go to Church to
learn about God and to receive Holy Com-

munion; if you do something wrong or make
a mistake, ask for God�s forgiveness and He
will forgive you and always love you; pray
every morning to have a great day and ev-
ery night so you can sleep good and not have
bad dreams; always try to be the best per-
son that you can be.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT: God is very
important because He is the Lord and He gives
us life; pray whenever you feel bad because
God helps us and makes us feel better.

Emmanuel

(by a 17-year-old from Baltimore
                       County, Md.)

Walking through the shopping mall
With my new pair of shoes,
I stopped to see a drunken man
Whose breath lingered of booze.
And as I glanced I noticed
That he was without a home.
The only journey in his life
Was to wander and roam.
The concrete was his pillow,
His blanket was the air.
And though I knew he was human,
I could not help but stare.
He raised his head and looked at me
and smiled a gentle grin.
Not only had his world collapsed,
But he was suffering deep within.
He began to tell a story,
Of how he got that way.
He had quite a large family
With many bills to pay.
I looked in my shopping bag,
And the guilt I felt � I feared
The money I spent on my shoes

The Christmas fast has already be-
gun in preparation for the birth of our
Lord. As we anticipate this great event,
let us for a moment reflect on the words
of the poem above and the message it
carries. It calls us to look beyond our-
selves and our needs and to consider the
needs of others. It also reminds us not to
judge others by their appearance and ex-
plains where the source of true happiness
lies. It is not derived from selfless ambi-
tion but rather through the selfless giving
and sharing of ourselves with others.

During this season of gift giving and
preparation, let us prepare ourselves to
receive Christ into our hearts through
prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. Let us re-

�What Shall We Offer You O Christ?�

Might have lasted him a year.
I came to see him when I could
Each time at that same place.
I learned that true happiness
Came from the smile upon his face.
Each time was a new story
That he would tell to me,
I would bring him food and blankets,
But I could not bring him dignity.
I went to see him yesterday
And was so shocked and surprised.
The man who grew inside my heart
Was no longer alive.
He never had a funeral.
No one knew his name.
His wife and kids will never know
The life he lived in shame.
I can remember all his stories.
I can still envision his smile.
And though society calls him dead
He will be with me all the while.

frain from judging others based on su-
perficial factors and find ways to give and
share with others the material and spiri-
tual blessings which Christ has so merci-
fully bestowed upon us.

One of the hymns that is sung dur-
ing vespers on Christmas Eve reads,
�What shall we offer You, O Christ, Who
for our sake has appeared on the earth
as a man? Every creature which you have
made offers You thanks. The angels offer
You a song. The heavens, their star. The
wise men, their gifts. The shepherds, their
wonder. The earth, its cave. The wilder-
ness, the manger. And we offer You a Vir-
gin Mother. O Pre-eternal God, have
mercy on us!�

C to Wal-Mart, Stop & Shop, Kmart,
and Target.  These retail chains
elected not to stock the August 20

issue of �Rolling Stone� magazine on their
shelves and magazine racks.  The rock �n�
roll biweekly featured a nude cover photo
of model Laetitia Casta. What was once re-
served for pornographic publications is now
openly displayed in full view of the public,
including millions of young people. It�s as-
suring to know that there are retailers who
are maintaining a standard of decency.

C to Mateen Cleaves, Michigan
State�s point guard and rising star.
While his basketball skills are ex-

ceptional, he had to overcome many chal-
lenges off the court in order to maintain a
strong sense of personal direction which has
now landed him a shot at becoming Col-
lege basketball�s player of the year and a
potential top pick in this year�s NBA draft.
Growing up on the tough streets of Flint,
Mich., Cleaves had to overcome many temp-
tations including gangs, drugs, and guns. He
attributes much of his success to the loving
guidance of his mother who he says raised
him with a firm hand and adds, �When
you�re growing up, you hate it. But when
you see all the guys who could be where I
am, that�s when you really appreciate your
parents...I thank God every day that I�m
here.�

D to the National Fatherhood Initia-
tive who just four months ago
named heavyweight champion and

proud papa Evander Holyfield as one of its
Fathers of the Year.  They say it was his �per-
sonal commitment to family demanded of a
good father� that the group so admired.
Well, it seems as if this father of four has
been busy outside the house.  Holyfield re-
cently acknowledged that he has fathered
five other kids with four women to whom
he was not married.  �Personal commitment
to family� also includes monogamy, not se-
rial philandering. Holyfield, sadly, doesn�t
make the grade.
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all. The fact that the moral fiber of our soci-
ety has become a loose thread dangling on
one side from the teachings of the Church,
while being pulled on the other by the im-
morality of the media and a culture that in
many ways rivals that of Sodom and
Gomorrah, is alarming to say the least.

There are many factors that contribute
to the widespread decline of chastity in our
culture, but we must realize that not all the
blame can be placed on outside influences
and pressures. One main reason for our
moral decline is the lack of understanding of
who and what we are as human beings. First
and foremost, we are relational creatures who
were created by God for just that purpose;
to be intimately connected in a relationship
with with Him and with each other. Due to
fact that we live in an age and a generation
that has so far removed itself  from God and
His purpose for us, we have now replaced
the true sense and meaning of love (Agape),
which comes from God, and have replaced
it with nothing more than lust (Eros), which
is of the world. Little known to most, the rea-
son why people are so drawn to sexual inti-
macy is because of the intrinsic and inner
need to be embraced and loved.

Unfortunately, there can be no true
depth and meaning to any intimacy or rela-
tionship that is not founded on Christ and
the teachings of the Church. We live in a
society that has placed so much importance
on pleasures and indulgences, material gain
and personal gratifications that we seek af-
ter �quick fixes� of gratification rather than
learning about our inner selves and the long
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FOR 30 YEARS THE
ULTIMATE IN GREEK
& AMERICAN MUSIC

of NEW YORK

e-mail: Trojan888@aol.com

C L A S S I F I E D  A D S
LEGAL SERVICES REAL ESTATE/BUS. MUSICIANS

Dr. Kimon A. Legakis
Athens University Law SchoolUMaster of Law, Hervard Law School

Doctor of Law, Greece
UCertificate of International Law, Hague Academy of Int�l Law

Le g a l  C o n s u l t a n t
�DR. LEGAKIS WILL BE IN HIS NY OFFICE NOV 19-29 1998�

O F F I C E S

209 Garth Road

Scarsdale, N.Y. 10583

   & (914) 725-4717(914) 725-4717(914) 725-4717(914) 725-4717(914) 725-4717
Fax: (914) 725-4936

14 Nikitaras Street
Athens 106 78, Greece

& (011-301) 383-3340
& (011-302) 992-7111

Fax: (011-301)382-0838

With emphasis on: Settlement of Inheritance, Taxes, Disputed
Properties, Civil, International Family and Business Law in Greece

GEORGE KENT�GREEK�AMERICAN�INTERNATIONAL
ORCHESTRA & ENTERTAINMENT

EXPOSÉ REQUESTED! �BOOK EARL�BOOK EARL�BOOK EARL�BOOK EARL�BOOK EARLY FOR 10% REBY FOR 10% REBY FOR 10% REBY FOR 10% REBY FOR 10% REBAAAAATE!�TE!�TE!�TE!�TE!�

CALL KENT 1-914-476-3020
or write: 118 Bolmer Ave., N.Yonkers, NY 10703-1637
Send for stereo cassette albums �Zorba� or �Athena� $11.00 for one, $20 for both to address above.

ONLY TRUST YOUR SOCIAL TO A PROVEN NAME GROUP OF FULL TIME PRO-
FESSIONAL MUSICIANS ENTERTAINERS, AT AFFORDABLE PRICES, WHO�S
ONLY BUSINESS IS MUSIC. PERFORMING AUTHENTIC GREEK MUSIC OF ALL
REGIONS, COLONIES OF GREECE. FEATURING THE �PRIME VOICE OF
GREECE...�  THE CLARINO & BOUZOUKI PLUS VOCALS. BEWARE! OF GREEK
BANDS PROMISING AMERICAN MUSIC, THEN PLAYING TAPES!  ALL OUR
MUSIC IS PERFORMED �LIVE�...OUR AMERICAN SOUNDS PURE AMERICAN,
WITH NO ACCENT!

INTERNET: http://www.vali.com � Email:Music@vali.com

Featuring

Gus Vali
&

Gabriel

Tel.:201.768.9100

TEL: 1-800-421-0639 or 713/626-0808
FAX: 713/626-3019

E-mail: 73344,334 @compuserve.com

U.S IMMIGRATION
VISAS AND CITIZENSHIP

James D. Prappas*

Attorney and Councelor at Law
3555 Timmons Lane, Suite 1450

Houston, Texas 77027

*Board certified Immigration and Nationality Law
Texas Board of Legal Specialization

36 West 44th Street � Suite 1300,
New York, NY 10036

U.S. IMMIGRATION � TAXATION
BUSINESS LAW

INTERNATIONAL TRANSACTIONS
WILLS & ESTATES

Dr. ARES D. AXIOTIS
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW

Tel.: (212) 840-3422 or (203) 255-3312

MEMBER OF N.Y. AND CT BARS

ÄÉÄÁÊÔÙÑ ÐÁÍ/ÌÉÏÕ OXFORD, ENGLAND
Ô. ËÅÊÔÙÑ ÍÏÌÏËÏÃÉÁÓ ÐÁÍ/ÌÉÏÕ CAMBRIDGE, ENGLAND

WEDDINGS

Classified Ads
rate is $50.00 per col-
umn inch. This Box is
one column by one
inch and costs $50.
ALL ADS ARE PRE-PAID

The Wedding Belle
(410) 563-0999
3825 Eastern Avenue

Baltimore, Maryland 21224
Original favors for all occasions
Martirika, Wedding Crowns &
Decorated Candles, Coufetta,

Unique Stephana Cases
WE SHIP ANYWHERE

PARISH YOUTH DIRECTOR
To develope programs

for 500+ children ages 4-18
Must demonstrate excellent

communication, administrative and
organizational skills.

Competitive salary and benefits.
ANNUNCIATION GREEK ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL

Houston, Texas
Please Fax Resume to: (713)526-1010

EMPLOYMENT

RESULTS
IS WHAT YOU GET
BY ADVERTISING

IN THE
ORTHODOX
OBSERVER

CALL:
Tel: (212) 774-0235

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL INVESTMENTS
32 Units $1,350,000 Ft. Lauderdale

CALL YOUR SOUTH FLORIDA CONNECTION
G R E E K  S P O K E N  F L U E N T L Y

THOMAS DELIS Realtor Associate
954/568-0082 days 954/781-0140 evenings

HUBERT & WEST, INC. Realtors
2000 E. Oakland Park Blvd., Suite 203, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33306

LAND FOR SALE
5 Acres in Monolatha

Near Patra

You can walk to the beach!
You can walk to the Agean Sea!

For more information call:
Lee: (302) 475-6321

Eleni: (561) 434-2139

RANGAVES PETER
SMALL DANCE BANDS
LARGE ORCHESTRAS

American � Italian � French
Greek � German � Latin

3342 Stony Point Road, Santa Rosa, CA 95407
Call Peter 707-526-1138

STEFANA
Artistically designed and

handmade utilizing:
leather, flowers, pearl

beads, crystal-like
flowers and silk flowers

Custom framing available

HandcrHandcrHandcrHandcrHandcraftedaftedaftedaftedafted
HeirHeirHeirHeirHeirloomsloomsloomsloomslooms

TTTTTel.& fel.& fel.& fel.& fel.& fax (781) 862-8435ax (781) 862-8435ax (781) 862-8435ax (781) 862-8435ax (781) 862-8435
Free catalog available

We Ship Anywhere

Wedding and Christen-
ing items, Favors, Marti-
rika, Vaptistika, Ecclesi-
astical items.
We ship anywhere!
(718) 721-9190(718) 721-9190(718) 721-9190(718) 721-9190(718) 721-9190

KENTRIKON-NOUFARO
23-33 31 St.

Astoria, NY 11105

MOVING ?

A N D Ask your parish to forward your name and new
address to the Observer in order for you to continue

receiving the newspaper
I F  you move but your new home is located in the

district of the same parish, then list your new address
below:

If you are moving, please attach your old label to
this coupon and mail  to the �Orthodox Observer�

8 East 79th Street, New York, NY 10021

NAME___________________________________________

ADDRESS______________________________________

CITY___________________STATE ________ZIP_______

DISPLAY ADVERTISING
per column inch:............$55.00
quarter pg: ................... $750.00
half page: ................. $1,500.00
full page: .................. $3,000.00

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
single column inch .......$ 50.00
dbl. column inch ..........$100.00

ADVERTISING RATES

MECHANICAL REQUIREMENTS
y �Type page width� is 59 picas
(9.75�), depth is 14 inches
y Display ads: Four columns to

a page. Single column width is
14 picas (2.25�). For each ad-
ditional column add 15 picas
(2.5�). y Classified ads: Six col-
umns to a page. Single column
width is 9 picas (1.5�), double
column width is 9 picas (1.5�),
double column width is 19 picas
(3.25�) y Camera ready ads
preferred. DEADLINES: ® Reser-
vations: 25 days before publi-
cation. PAYMENT TERMS:®All ads
are payable in advance, unless
contract agreement is in effect
and account current.

ORTHODOX OBSERVER

PETRINA (Sparta) LACONIA
Residential property adjacent to village school.

Olive Groves. About 20 stremmata total.
Will accept reasonable offer

Call Peter Bakakos
(847) 256-2266

D I M I T R I O S  P A N A G O S
PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO

Web page:http://www.panagos.com

Å WEDDINGS Å BAPTISMS Å PORTRAITS Å NEWS Å PASSPORTS

111 Broadway (Rt. 107), Hicksville, N.Y. 11801

(516) 931-2333

ÅËËÇÍÉÊÏ ÔÕÐÏÃÑÁÖÅÉÏ

40-12 Ditmars Blvd., Astoria, NY 11105
Tel.: (718) 545-2323
Fax: (718) 545-2366

ÕÐÅÕÈÕÍÏÔÇÔÁ

& ÓÙÓÔÅÓ ÔÉÌÅÓ

Ëåõêþìáôá ãéá
óõëëüãïõò êáé

êïéíüôçôåò

LETTERHEADS   ¦ LOGOS   ¦ ENVELOPES   ¦ BUSINESS CARDS
JOURNALS   ¦ MAGAZINES    ¦ BOOKS     ¦ BOOKLETS   ¦ WEDDING
INVITATIONS    ¦ SIGNS    ¦ BANNERS    ¦ COMPUTER GRAPHICS
¦ PAPER SIGNS    ¦ COLOR BROCHURES    ¦ MENUS       ¦ ADS

PROF. SERVICES

For booking information call:
Thanasis Sarantopoulos

(216) 281-4270
Avraam Anastasiadis

(216) 261-4885
Email: asaranto@yahoo.com

Fax: (216) 281-7557

Ð
Á
Ë
Ì
Ï
Ó

ÁâñáÜì ÁíáóôáóéÜäçò
Ìðïõæïýêé-ÐïíôéáêÞ Ëýñá
ÈáíÜóçò Óáñáíôüðïõëïò

ÊéèÜñá-Ïýôé-Ôñáãïýäé
Ìáæß ôïõò ï äçìïôéêüò ìáÝóôñïò

Ãéþñãïò ÁñáìáôÜò
óôï êëáñßíï.

 Palmüs

KOSTAS TASLISKOSTAS TASLISKOSTAS TASLISKOSTAS TASLISKOSTAS TASLIS
& His Orchestra& His Orchestra& His Orchestra& His Orchestra& His Orchestra

Greek and American Music
Klarino - Bouzoukee etc.

Featuring Katerina - Vocalist

PMT TO: Omikron Record Co.  P.O.Box 913
47 Bacon Str., Winchester, MA 01890

___ #CDs @15.00  ___ #CASSETTES @ $10.00
TOTAL DUE: $ _____ (  )Check  ( ) M.O.

ORDERORDERORDERORDERORDER
OUR NEWESTOUR NEWESTOUR NEWESTOUR NEWESTOUR NEWEST

RELEASERELEASERELEASERELEASERELEASE

Call Kostas
(781)729-2643

Add
$3.00 ea.

s & h

SE THEMAMESE THEMAMESE THEMAMESE THEMAMESE THEMAME
& GREEK MAKARENA& GREEK MAKARENA& GREEK MAKARENA& GREEK MAKARENA& GREEK MAKARENA

MARIA HIOS,  BROKER

F L O R I D A
YOUR FLORIDA WEST COAST REAL ESTATE CONNECTION SPECIALIZING

IN RESIDENTIAL WATERFRONT/BEACHFRONT PROPERTIES AND
COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES

VIEWPOINT REALTY INTERNATIONAL
483 MANDALAY AVE., SUITE 210
CLEARWATER BEACH, FL 34630

(727) 595-4545 OFF. (727) 733-9422 RES. (727)595-4447 FAX
CALL TODAY FOR A FREE RELOCATION PACKAGE!!!!



NOVEMBER 20,  1998 PAGE 27ORTHODOX OBSERVER

CALIFORNIA
from page 10

PARISH PROFILE
from page 19

Constantine and Helen�s sister parish, An-
nunciation, located about two miles away.
Both parishes share expenses and the fac-
ulty of seven teachers. Classes alternate at
each parish, meeting at one of the two
churches every other year.

On Sts. Constantine and Helen�s feast
day in 1988, Bishop Iakovos of Chicago con-
secrated the church. The entire complex in-
cludes a multi-purpose building with 10
classrooms and a basketball/volleyball court.
During the week, a Catholic parochial school
rents the classrooms.

Looking to the future, the community
recently purchased a 40-acre site on the
southwest side of Milwaukee to eventually
erect a community center and to provide
more space to hold the Greek festival.

In terms of its presence in the greater
community, Sts. Constantine and Helen
members lend assistance to a rescue mis-
sion and donate to a local children�s hospi-
tal. Each year parishioners prepare Thanks-
giving baskets for the needy.

Fr. Trifon, a native of Elias, Pelopon-
nesus, near Ionian Village, characterizes his
ministry as �very rewarding,� especially the
opportunity to work with youth.

�compiled by Jim Golding

tive?  Simply click onto the �Live Audio
Broadcast� link and listen to the entire
Orthros and Divine Liturgy broadcast live
from Holy Cross Church!

Every Sunday morning, the Orthros ser-
vice is broadcast live at noon Eastern Stan-
dard Time (9 a.m. Pacific) and the Divine
Liturgy is broadcast at 1 p.m. Eastern (10
a.m. Pacific) during winter months. (Service
times are 8:30 and 9:30.)

EABC-ERT SAT
1/2 PAGE
C/R NEG

THE MOST
NON-STOP 747�s

TO ATHENS

469FROM
� Our round trip MiniFare allows one Sunday to 30 day stay from New York or
Boston (OA direct flights only) to Athens or Thessaloniki, for travel Monday
through Thursday. For weekend travel the fare is $519.

� Reservations any time prior to departure. Payment and ticketing must be com-
pleted within 3 days after reservation is made.

� Olympic offers excellent connections to points in the Middle East, Far East,
Australia and Africa.

� For more information call your travel agent or Olympic Airways

$

In addition, weekday Liturgies are
broadcast on selected days at noon EST. A
schedule of the weekday liturgies is posted
on the church website.

�This is not intended to replace going
to church to worship,� said Rev. Peter
Salmas, pastor of Holy Cross.  �Rather, it�s
a way to reach out to people who, for good
reason, are unable to attend services in
church, because they are sick, elderly,
homebound, away at college or traveling.
For these people, hearing the Liturgy at
home can be a great comfort and spiritual
aid,� Salmas said. �In addition, it allows us
to share the good news of Christ with the
world.�

The live broadcast requires RealPlayer
software which can be downloaded free of
charge. Both the Holy Cross parish website
and the Archdiocese website carry links to
the RealPlayer download page.

Holy Cross assistant pastor the Rev.
Christopher Flesoras sees the Internet as a
new and exciting ministry of the church.

�This is the newest way to spread the
Gospel to people around the world, well into
the next millennium,� Fr. Flesoras said.  �To
think that we�re using �state of the art� tech-
nology to spread a faith that�s nearly 2,000
years old is very inspiring,� he said.

The Holy Cross parish received help on
its Internet projects from the director of the
Archdiocese Internet Ministries, Theo
Nicolakis.

�We�ve been very blessed to have as-
sistance from Theo, who has been a great
leader in this area and helped get our parish
broadcasts and chat rooms online,� said Fr.
Salmas.

Holy Cross parishioner Terry Markou
developed the parish website, and
CoastsideNet, Inc. sponsors and hosts the
site, courtesy of parishioner Konstantin
Kalaitzidis.
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and audiotape listening and microform read-
ers also are available and users can send
materials to another address via fax or e-
mail.

Another new feature will be a photo-
graphic copy stand that will enable anyone
with a 35 mm camera to photograph mate-
rials from books and other publications to
create color slides for teaching purposes.

The adjoining Cotsidas-Tonna Library

New
Library
Brings
HC/HC
into 21st

Century
By Jim Golding

BROOKLINE, Mass. � What not too
long ago was little more than a dream with
a fund-raising hurdle in the millions of dol-
lars has become a reality as the Archbishop
Iakovos Library at Holy Cross-Hellenic Col-
lege opened for the start of fall semester.

The facility, with its impressive dramatic
facade, has become the centerpiece of the
campus.

It features more than 100,000 volumes
of books, nearly 800 periodicals, journals
and other publications, hundreds of audio-
visual materials, as well as state-of-the-art
computer technology. And there is plenty
of room for future expansion as the needs

LIBRARY DIRECTOR Fr. Cotsonis along with School President Fr. Damaskinos Ganas, shows
Archbishop Spyridon a volume from the rare book collection.       (D. Panagos photos)

wing, with current issues of religious jour-
nals, mass circulation magazines and news-
papers on display, the library�s collection of
theological books, and two computer ter-
minals.

Bound volumes of periodicals also will
be available in the future.

Study rooms, an AV (audiovisual) room
and microform room round out the second
floor.

The third floor will house the archives,

staff of five: Andonea Guilbault, secretary
to the director; Presbytera Athanasia
Papademetriou, catalog librarian; Alan Pochi,
systems and acquisitions librarian; Hilary
Rogler, circulation and periodicals librarian;
and Nancy Hughes, evening librarian. Sev-
eral students assist the staff throughout the
day.

Operating hours on most days are 9
a.m. to midnight, except Friday when the
library closes at 10 p.m.

New
Library
Brings
HC/HC
into 21st

Century

A SIDE VIEW of the new Library building           (D. Panagos photo)

of the students increase.
Built at a cost of about $6.5 million, the

structure encompasses some 20,000 square
feet and has been in use since Sept. 9.

The director, the Very Rev. Joachim
Cotsonis, describing the building plan, said
the structure consists of four floors and in-
corporates the former Cotsidas-Tonna Li-
brary, which is connected to the new build-
ing and is still undergoing renovations.

The new library�s ground floor includes
the general collection consisting of several
thousand volumes of non-theological books.

The first floor includes the circulation
desk, offices of the secretary and director,
the technical services room for cataloging
and processing, the entire reference collec-
tion, several rare books and audio visual
materials, which include the entire GOTele-
com series.

Small soundproof rooms are located on
the first floor for videotape viewing and CD

building will serve as a reading room, along
with a section for special collections and rare
books.

Also on the first floor are several com-
puters that contain the entire library cata-
log, which also will be available on-line via
the school�s web page on the Internet.

An online information system known
as �OCLC First Search� provides access to
more than 70 databases in areas of study
that include arts and humanities, religion,
business, education and others.

Mr. Zaimes noted that more than
$200,000 has been spent on new computer
software and hardware. Through the SIRSI
Unicorn System, anyone can access the
library�s catalog or connect to the Boston
Theological Institute library system or to
other institutions for interlibrary loan re-
quests.

Periodicals
The second floor includes a periodical

book collection and exhibit
items of Archbishop Iakovos.
A conference room and a read-
ing area also occupy the floor.

An official opening cer-
emony will take place in the
spring, according to Leon
Zaimes, financial officer of
Holy Cross-Hellenic College
who has served as liaison with
the project manager, Mead
Consulting.

Professional Staff
Fr. Cotsonis, formerly of

the Harvard Center for Byzan-
tine Studies at the Dumbarton
Oaks Research Library in
Washington, is assisted by a


