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BROOKLINE, Mass. � The installation
of the Very Rev. Damaskinos Ganas as HC/
HC president and the welcoming of new
students to the graduate school highlighted
the Sept. 13-14 Holy Cross Feast Day ac-
tivities at the seminary.

Fr. Ganas, who officially assumed his
duties Aug. 15, was installed in a brief ser-
vice following Vespers on Sunday.

HC/HC Installs President, Welcomes New Students

ARCHBISHOP SPYRIDON celebrates service for Exaltation of the Holy Cross at the seminary
chapel in Brookline. Also shown are Archdeacon Elias Villis (left), Very Rev. Damaskinos
Ganas, new president of HC/HC, and newly ordained Fr. Michael Stearns. (D. Panagos photo)

Scholi, for the faithful who comprise our
Archdiocese and support us and ultimately
for the benefit of our students and future
priests who will labor at our blessed com-
munities.�

The new president also said that he
envisions �a stronger commitment to our
Orthodox Traditions and Liturgical practices
as we make a more conscientious effort to
rediscover our ecclesiastical life and ethos,
expressed in this very chapel which has spiri-
tually nourished myself and many genera-
tions of beloved and devoted co-celebrants
and laymen. Paying attention to small de-
tails as well as general aspects of our every-
day life on this Holy Hill, we shall strive to
mold our inner self, never compromising or
relaxing the Holy Canons nor the supreme
goal and purpose of our School!�

Archbishop Spyridon and school offi-
cials welcomed 29 incoming students to the
seminary, the second largest number of new
arrivals in recent history.

Nine new students have enrolled at
Hellenic College for the fall semester.

Total enrollment is 106 students in the
school of theology and 51 students at the
college.

After the Vespers, the traditional be-
stowal of the School Cross to the new stu-
dents and the Rassophoria for seniors in the
graduate school took place.

At the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy
Cross the following day, His Eminence said in
his homily, �I can think of no more fitting name
for this beloved institution than the name of

NEW YORK  The 1998-2000 Arch-
diocesan Council began its new term last
month looking optimistically to the future
with Archbishop Spyridon at the helm.

The body held two-days of meetings on
Sept. 25-26, bringing a renewed enthusiasm
for the work of the Church and her National
Ministries.

The members worked closely together
in a spirit of cooperation as the various
Council committees met to carry on the
decisions and actions of the Clergy-Laity
Congress in Orlando.

Among its actions, the Council accepted
donations to the Church totaling more than
$1.1 million.

At the outset of the fall sessions, in a
new procedure initiated last year by Arch-
bishop Spyridon, Council members and
Philoptochos National Board members con-
vened jointly in the Cathedral sanctuary for
a brief opening prayer service. An address
by His Eminence followed, in which he ex-
pressed his concerns about the future of the
youth in a contemporary society fed by the
mass media. (Complete text, page 8)

The Archbishop cautioned that young
people are overexposed to the extent that
�opportunities for a real spiritual education
are becoming less and less available.�

Archdiocesan Council Begins New Chapter in Moving the Church Forward

Archbishop Spyridon also emphasized
the importance adhering to the Church�s
basic building blocks of forgiveness, unself-
ish love, communion and commitment to
God, and called upon the Council to seek a
new direction �back to the basics of what it

means to be a Greek Orthodox Christian in
modern America� which he said has to do
with service - diakonia - expressed through
the lived experience of God�s love.

After his address, the Archbishop held
an induction ceremony on the solea for the

Council and Philoptochos board members.
Following an exhortation by His Emi-

nence (complete text, page 8), the Council
and Board convened in separate sessions
for their regular business meetings.

(Text of National Philoptochos President
Eve Condakes� report to the Board, page 24)

New officers
New Council officers are: chairman,

Archbishop Spyridon; vice chairman, John
Catsimatidis of New York; secretary, Peter
J. Pappas of New York; and treasurer, Nicho-
las J. Bouras of Summit, N.J.

In addition to the above, the following
were named to the Executive Committee:

Andrew Athens (president emeritus) of
Chicago; George Behrakis, Tewksbury, Mass.;
Michael Cantonis, Tarpon Springs, Fla.; Harry
Pappas, Visalia, Calif.; James Paulos, Dallas;
and George Safiol of Weston, Mass.

(Complete list of members on page 2)
Major decisions, donations

During the deliberations, council mem-
bers heard reports on several National Min-
istries and convened in committees to dis-
cuss upcoming issues and long-term goals.

The Executive Committee also met for
several hours after the Council�s regular
meeting on Sept. 25. Archbishop Spyridon
announced that the Executive Committee
approved the $125,000 for the National
Philoptochos, the amount that the Clergy-
Laity Congress acted upon as reimburse-
ment for expenses and legal fees incurred
in a court case.

The Council resolved that the Execu-
tive Committee find adequate and afford-
able housing for Archbishop Spyridon with-
out time or budget limitations and for the
recommendation to be brought to the
Archdiocesan Council for approval.

Members also voted to accept the do-
nation from a woman in Detroit of more than
10 acres in the Detroit area valued at $1
million, that could serve as a site for a Dioc-
esan complex.

Enlarged council
Another resolution the Council passed

called for enlarging the body by 20 mem-
bers, upon the approval of the Ecumenical
Patriarchate. Inasmuch as this was a legisla-
tive act of the Council, the complete  reso-
lution reads as follows:

Whereas, the Archdiocesan Council at
its meeting in September 1998 has ex-
pressed a desire that the governance of the
Archdiocese be expanded to reflect a greater
participation of lay and clergy leadership on
the Archdiocesan Council, and

Whereas, the promulgation of amend-
ments to the Special Regulations necessary
to implement such expanded participation
and other matters should be referred to the
Charter Committee for review and recom-
mendations to the next Clergy Laity Con-
gress in accordance with established pro-
cedures, and

Whereas, interim legislation is required
to immediately implement such greater par-
ticipation of lay and clergy leadership on the
Archdiocesan Council, which, in the opin-
ion of the Archdiocesan Council, promotes
the good and welfare of the Greek Ortho-
dox Church in America.

NEW ARCHDIOCESAN Council and National Philoptochos Board members assemble on
the solea of Holy Trinity Cathedral for their induction.               (Orthodox Observer photo)

By Jim Golding

Fr. Ganas, 55, formerly served as pas-
tor of Kimisis Church in Brooklyn, N.Y., be-
fore being tapped in August  by Archbishop
Spyridon to serve as president.

In his address during the ceremony,
Archbishop Spyridon said, in part, �Your in-
stallation as president of our most valuable
Archdiocesan treasure should be a moment
for a long and deep consideration of the
vocation of this sacred institution, and your
vocation, beloved Archimandrite, to preside
on this campus...to preside in love...which
is demonstrated by deeds and not words
alone, to preside in faith...which under-
stands that the message of the Gospel can
never by compromised, and to preside in a
total and complete commitment to the truth
of our Orthodox Christian faith. For without
these virtues, your presidency can never
bear the spiritual fruit that our Church in
America is very hungry for.� (See full text,
page 4)

Fr. Ganas remarked in his installation
address, in part: �My election to preside over
these two Schools gives me an opportunity
and a challenge to face and resolve past,
present and future issues and concerns with
patience, steadfastness, but most impor-
tantly, with a spirit of cooperation and syn-
ergy that will be directed mainly, with the
love of Christ for the good of our Orthodox
Church in this country, for the benefit of our See ARCHDIOCESAN COUNCIL on p. 2See HC/HC on page 23
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Now therefore it is,
Resolved, Section 2, Article II, Chapter

1 of the Special Regulations shall be
amended to increase the number of mem-
bers appointed by the Archbishop to the
Archdiocesan Council from thirty-one mem-
bers to fifty-one members, effective imme-
diately, contingent upon the approval of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate, and it is further

Resolved, such amendment of Section
2, Article II, Chapter 1 of Special Regulations
shall constitute interim legislation in accor-
dance with Section 6, Article II, Chapter 1
of the Special Regulations until the next
Clergy Laity Congress, and it is further

Resolved, that following the adoption
of this resolution the Archbishop may ap-
point up to such additional twenty mem-
bers who shall serve the balance of the two-
year term until the end of the next Clergy-
Laity Congress.

In other actions, His Eminence ac-
knowledged the following gifts to the
Church: $65,000 from Council member and

Mrs. Dimitrios Kaloidis of Oyster Bay Cove,
N.Y., for St. Basil Academy to be used for an
Academy medical/dental center. $50,000
from the National Philoptochos for the schol-
arship endowment fund at Holy Cross-Hel-
lenic College. $25,000 for HC/HC from St.
George parish in Southgate, Mich.

Archbishop Spyridon further stated that
the Philoptochos plans to provide for the
tutoring of the children at St. Basil Academy,
and that Holy Trinity Church in Bridgeport,
Conn., will give $7,000 to support the edu-
cation of the youngest child at the academy.

At another point in the meeting, Execu-
tive Committee member Harry Pappas an-
nounced that he would cover 100 percent
of the cost of cameras and production equip-
ment for an entire year of Orthodox pro-
gramming on the Odyssey Channel.

$100,000 to Library
National Forum of Greek Orthodox

Church Musicians President Vicki Pappas
announced that the Forum is giving
$100,000 for the Archbishop Iakovos Library
and Learning Center at Holy Cross School
of Theology for a liturgical music room. She
said that the amount was raised by individual
church musicians, special trays in the par-
ishes, and through the Philoptochos.

Committee reports
Committees met on Sept. 27 and pre-

sented reports on their deliberations after the
Council reconvened. Highlights included:

Greek Education - discussed adopting
Clergy-Laity Congress recommendations,
among them: the creation of a short study
course for grades K-8, books on conversa-
tional Greek, spelling, and Greek Orthodox
hymns and prayers in both languages.

Administration - recommended that the
Uniform Parish Regulations be amended to
state that a vacancy on the Council from any
diocese be filled for the balance of the term
by the presiding hierarch of the diocese.

Stewardship - asked that a program be
set up to rejuvenate the LOGOS program.

Religious Education - discussed the 5-
year program proposed by the Rev. Dr.
Frank Marangos at the C-L Congress.

Communications - noted the impor-
tance of improving contacts between the
parishes and the Archdioceses, by provid-
ing fax machines and computer hardware
to those communities not having that equip-
ment. Also recommended was a proposal
to bring youth closer to the Church through
an essay contest and letters to the Ecumeni-
cal Patriarchate, with scholarships and a trip
to the Phanar going to the winners.

Missions & Evangelism - recom-
mended that parishes develop lists and da-
tabases of lapsed and unchurched Ortho-
dox Christians in their area.

Ecumenical/InterOrthodox Relations -

proposed an update of ecumenical guide-
lines and to consider how to celebrate the
Millennium.

Youth - discussed the importance of the
youth and young adult website and listserver
and annual youth workers conference.

Church and Family - proposed listing
programs that can help strengthen families
at parishes throughout the nation.

Worship/Liturgical Uniformity -  ex-
pressed the need to address a variety of litur-
gical practices that lead to confusion, if not
practiced uniformly, and recommended that
standard translations be used in all parishes.

Legal - urged that the Church�s certifi-

cate of incorporation be amended to reflect
the change in the Archdiocese name, and that
the description of the Church as hierarchical
be acknowledged by the state of New York.

Vice chairman�s comments
As the Council meeting drew to a close,

Mr. Catsimatidis told the members that he
was �proud of the last few days� and be-
lieved that the body �came together in truth.�

�We have set up a policy of �squeaky
clean,� faced our problems, addressed our
differences and I feel good about it.�

Referring to those who have differences
over various policies, Mr. Catsimatidis said
�I�d like them to be here to air them...let�s
fix it and see what we can do. Let�s get closer
and air our differences here . . . .�

Archbishop�s closing remarks
Archbishop Spyridon told the members

at the meeting�s conclusion that he was
�grateful to God for the days we�ve spent
together. We have been to one another as
one family in Christ - loving, bearing and
tolerating one another.

�It is a privilege and a gift to be a mem-
ber of the family of God and Jesus Christ,�
he continued.

The Archbishop exhorted them to re-
turn to their communities and urge that the
faithful �get back to the spirit of Christian
gratitude and to embrace the future of our
vision for the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese.�

He also asked that they �pledge to strive
so that we can act as one baptized Ortho-
dox Church.

�We should not fall from the embrace
of the Orthodox Church. I exhort you to
pledge your mind, heart and soul to this
mission. A person serving the Church must
do so with integrity and honesty.�

by Jim Golding

New Archdiocesan Council Begins Two-Year Term

Members of Archdiocesan Council

from page 1

ARCHBISHOP SPYRIDON and vice chairman John Catsimatidis during the deliberations of
the Archdiocesan Council.           (D. Panagos photo)
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My beloved spiritual children in Christ,

�Where is the wise?�
�Where is the scribe?�
�Where is the disputer of this world?�
�Has not God made foolish the wisdom
of this world?� (I Cor. 1:20)

Indeed, my beloved children, God has
turned upside down all categories of human
thought and reasoning through the power
of His Life-giving Cross. And we are gath-
ered here today to celebrate that power and
the true wisdom that the world counts as
foolishness.

For the power of the Cross is the power
of the One who by submitting himself to an
ignoble death on a cruel instrument of tor-
ture, has redeemed all mankind from death.
And the enlightenment that comes from
trusting in this power, from our affirmation
that through this Cross joy has come into
all the world, illumines our minds and hearts
with eternal and everlasting truth.

As your Archbishop, and as a Christian,
I can think of no more fitting name for this
beloved Institution than the name of our
Lord�s Cross. For here, in the halls of this
School, our struggle is to teach and to learn
the wisdom that comes from God. There is
a constant challenge for all of us, to invert �
to reverse, if you will, the logic of this world,

Homily of Archbishop on Feast of Holy Cross Exaltation
which seeks to control, to dominate, and
even subvert the Divine Will and Plan for
creation. Our purpose is to bring the logic
of this world into subjection to Christ, to
the service of His Holy Church. In such a
struggle, there can be no compromise, no
concessions, no bargaining. What a pro-
found calling, for both teacher and student
alike!

And the key to this education of the soul
is not to be found in methodology . . . in the
constructs by which we absorb information.
The key to this education is to be found in
the message of the Cross; a message of
unqualified love and acceptance of the will
of God for each of us in our daily lives.

We preach, and we teach Christ Cruci-
fied, Buried and Risen from the dead. There
are no proofs which can satisfy our intellec-
tual curiosity about this greatest of all Mys-
teries. There is no formula which we can
compute to achieve the certitude of our be-
lief. There are no facts to substantiate the
reality of eternal truth. We stand before the
Cross of the Lord and we must decide
whether we will accept Him as He is. We
must enter into the darkness which fell at
noontime over the face of the earth and see
beyond the darkness of the hours of Holy
Friday, to behold the glory of the Paschal
dawn. We must accept that because of our

sins, our faults, and our transgressions, the
Wood of the Cross has become a Tree of
Life for all the world. It is a paradox that can
lead us to Paradise, for the promise of Para-
dise to the thief was granted from the Cross.

My beloved family of Holy Cross, on
this day, when we exalt the Cross for all the
world to behold and marvel, let us elevate
our own spiritual senses. Let us dedicate
every fiber of our being to the cause of lift-
ing up the Cross in our own lives; by fast-
ing, by sincere prayer, by genuine worship,
by abiding faith, and by love unfeigned. Let
us run after the wisdom that comes from
God, the wisdom that the world can never
teach, but which the world so desperately
needs to learn. It begins with the willing-
ness to carry our own cross, as the Lord gave
us His divine example and carried His. Re-
member that He stumbled under Its holy
weight for our sakes; that we might come
forward, not from compulsion like Simon
of Cyrene, but out of love for the One Who
loved us first.

With such a love, we will know the
paradox that brings power from weakness,
and wisdom from folly. May He Who is the
Wisdom and Power of God, our Lord Jesus
Christ, ever grant that we know these bless-
ings, and all His love, through His grace and
mercy. Amen.

NEW YORK - A joint meeting was held
Sept. 16 at Archdiocese headquarters be-
tween St. Spyridon Church�s school board,
parish council, and pastor, Fr. Anastasios
Garaboa, and Chancellor Fr. George Passias
and Archdiocese School Board officials con-
cerning a new universal pre-Kindergarten
pilot program.

After lengthy discussions, participants
agreed to implement the administration of
the new program and also discussed the
need for a cooperative relationship between
parish and school officials.

Archbishop Spyridon attended part of
the meeting and encouraged all participants
to work together for the pilot program�s
success. It will combine the efforts of the
city, state and federal governments and of
the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese for the
betterment and development of Manhat-
tan�s Washington Heights area.

His Eminence noted that it is of key in-
terest that children participating in the pro-
gram will learn the Greek language and de-
velop an appreciation for Hellenism. Al-
though it is not possible to teach religion in
the public school setting, the very presence
of the church, its pastor and the parochial
school children will provide a ground-floor
introduction to the Greek Orthodox faith.

New Pre-Kindergarten
Pilot Program Launched

NEW YORK.-Archbishop Spyridon has
directed the Archdiocese Chancellor, the V.
Rev. George Passias, to look into the rea-
sons why Chicago�s Kimisis Tis Theotokou
Church parish council voted to close its pa-
rochial school, Plato Academy.

Three  questions need to be answered:
1) Why did the parish council proceed to

close the institution? 2) Why did the parish
council not accept a financial offer from Mr.
Christos Tomaras and other Greek Americans
to cover the school�s deficit? 3) On what ba-
sis did they refuse to accept the school board�s
offer to lease the facilities and classrooms so
the school can continue to operate?

Fr. Passias contacted His Eminence
Metropolitan of Krinis, Iakovos, the Diocese
of Chicago presiding hierarch, who was to
meet with the parish council and school of-
ficials to resolve the impasse.

Archbishop Spyridon expressed his
wishes and desire that the issue can be re-
solved successfully for the continued opera-
tion of Plato Academy.

Chancellor Looking
into School Closing

NEW YORK �  Archbishop Spyridon
received Greece�s foreign minister and new
ambassador to the United States in sepa-
rate meetings at Archdiocesan headquarters.

His Excellency Alexandros Philon,
newly appointed ambassador of Greece to
the United States, met with His Eminence
on Wednesday, Sept 16. His Excellency
Theodore Pangalos, foreign minister of
Greece, met with His Eminence on Sept. 17.

They were accompanied by Hara-
lambos Manesis, consul general of Greece
in New York.

Their cordial discussions included is-
sues of mutual concern, in particular the sig-
nificant role of the Greek Orthodox Church
in the Greek American community.

Archbishop Receives
Greek Ambassador and
Foreign Minister

NEW YORK- The Rev. Protopresbyter
Michael T. Kontogiorgis, chancellor of the
Pittsburgh Diocese since 1996, has been
appointed assistant chancellor of the Arch-
diocese effective Sept. 21.

Fr. Michael received his BA from Hel-
lenic College and was the valedictorian of
his graduating class of 1970.

Going on to receive his M.Div at Holy
Cross School of Theology, he was again the
valedictorian of his graduating class of 1973.
He subsequently received his S.T.M. from
Holy Cross in 1974.

Protopresbyter Michael was ordained
to the diaconate on Nov. 26, 1972. Upon
his ordination to the priesthood on June 2,
1973, he was assigned to Annunciation Ca-
thedral in Boston as the assistant priest. He
has also served Holy Trinity Church in Or-
lando, Fla. as proistamenos.

He brings a wealth of related experi-
ence to his new position, some of which
include his work on the Clergy Benefits
Committee, the Pension Investment Com-
mittee, and the Archdiocese Council.

Protopresbyter Michael and his presby-
tera, Vicki, have three daughters and two
grandchildren.

Fr. Kontogiorgis Named
Assistant Chancellor

CLERGY  UPDATE
Ordinations

To the Diaconate:
James Pavlow -Bishop Philotheos of

Meloa - Kimisis Tis Theotokou Church,
Brooklyn, N.Y., 08/09/98

James T. Paris - Archbishop Spyridon -
Annunciation Cathedral, Denver, 08/15/98

Peter J. Pappas - Archbishop Spy-
ridon - Holy Cross Chapel, Brookline,
Mass., 09/14/98

To the Priesthood:
Deacon Paul Keriotis - Bishop

Philotheos of Meloa- St. Nicholas Church,
Flushing, N.Y., 08/16/98

Deacon James Pavlow - Archbishop
Spyridon - Annunciation Cathedral, Den-
ver, 08/16/98

Deacon Michael T. Stearns - Arch-
bishop Spyridon - Holy Cross Chapel,
Brookline, Mass., 09/14/98

Mr. George Pappas - Youth Direc-
tor, Diocese of Detroit, 09/14/98

Assignements

The regular fall meeting of the Holy
Eparchial Synod took place Sept. 24 in the
Synod Chamber at Archdiocese headquar-
ters.

After brief introductory remarks of His
Eminence, the Synod conducted a point by
point examination and analysis of the eight
issues which comprised the agenda.

1. Evaluation of the work and results
of the 34th Clergy-Laity Congress.

2. Support, both in terms of morale
and resources, for the Mission Metro-
politanates of the Ecumenical Patriarchate
(Hong Kong and Panama).

3. Evaluation and further enhance-
ment of relations with other Orthodox
Churches (including economic support for
the operation of the St. Herman Seminary
in Alaska).

4. Evaluation of local Theological Dia-
logues with heterodox Christians; the need
for a continuation for these dialogues on a

Holy Synod Holds September Meeting
local level and the preservation of a climate
of cooperation.

5. Inter-Church and Inter-Faith Mar-
riages, as an issue common to all Orthodox
in America and for an educational approach.

6. A program to commemorate the
Millennium, on an Archdiocese, Diocese and
Parish level.

7. Holy Cross Theological School in
Boston (administrative issues, faculty per-
sonnel, curriculum of studies).

8. Liturgical uniformity (uniform En-
glish translation for the Creed and the �Our
Father� and a step-by-step program of litur-
gical books for all Orthodox).

There was an exhaustive discussion
around each subject on the agenda and de-
cisions were taken which aim at an optimal
approach to and promotion of the issues
facing the Church. As always, there was a
close cooperation between the Archbishop
and the Holy Eparchial Synod.

ARCHBISHOP SPYRIDON with members of the Archdiocesan Presbyters Council at a recent
meeting.           (D. Panagos photo)

NEW YORK - The National Forum of
Greek Orthodox Church Musicians has
given $100,000 for the Archbishop Iakovos
Library and Learning Center at Holy Cross-
Hellenic College.

Vickie Pappas, president of the National
Forum and a member of the Archdiocesan
Council, in making the presentation to His
Eminence on Sept. 26, said the money had
been raised from individual church musi-

National Forum Gives $100,000 to HC/HC Library
cians, through special trays in the parishes
and through the Ladies Philoptochos Soci-
ety, for a liturgical music room at the Library.

In expressing his warm appreciation
to all the members of the National Forum,
His Eminence said that the Library had
opened as of Sept. 9h and is functioning,
although work remains to be done. It is
expected that the official opening will be
held in the spring.
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My sons and daughters in Christ,

In a few moments, I will bestow on each
of you, the new students at our beloved
Scholí, the symbol of this sacred Institution.
This small cross, inscribed with the first
words of the great prologue of the Holy Gos-
pel according to St. John the Theologian,
resting on the backdrop of that eagle which
symbolizes the heights of this Evangelist�s
theology, is so much more than the sign of
your matriculation here today.

It is the sign that you too have made a
new beginning in your life.  Whatever the
final purposes of your educational plans, you
are seeking to fulfill them in an institution
of higher learning dedicated to the Gospel
of our Lord Jesus Christ. This College, this
Seminary are houses of much more than
learning. They are houses of prayer, of de-
votion, of fellowship, of Christian love . . .
for the center beam that upholds all their
framework is the Holy and Life-giving Cross
of our Savior, Christ. By choosing Hellenic
College - Holy Cross, you are making the
conscious choice and declaration, that you
are willing to deny yourselves, take up your
crosses, and follow Him.

Address of His Eminence for
Bestowal of School Cross

Beloved Archimandrite Damaskinos,
President of Hellenic College and Holy
Cross, Esteemed Faculty, Administration
and Friends of this blessed Institution, Be-
loved children in the Lord,

Today is a great day in the life of our
School . . . in the life of our Holy Archdio-
cese. We have assembled at the very center
of Hellenic College and Holy Cross; here in
the Chapel which honors the Life-giving and
Precious Cross, on the eve of this solemn
feast, to present the new president,
Archimandrite Damaskinos Ganas, to the
community of faith.

This is a day to rejoice and be glad in
the providence of God. This is a day to be
grateful for His mercies and compassion.
And this is a day to call to mind the purpose
for which this institution exists, and the path
that you, Archimandrite Damaskinos, have
been appointed to lead this institution on,
into the new millennium.

Your installation as president of our
most valuable Archdiocesan treasure should
be a moment for a long and deep consider-
ation of the vocation of this sacred institu-
tion, and your vocation, beloved Archiman-
drite, to preside on this campus. . . to pre-
side in love . . . which is demonstrated by
deeds and not words alone, to preside in
faith . . . which understands that the mes-
sage of the Gospel can never be compro-
mised, and to preside in a total and com-

Address of Archbishop Spyridon at Installation
of Archimandrite Damaskinos Ganas

NEW SEMINARIANS at the Rassoforia Ceremony with Archbishop Spyridon and Fr. Ganas
 (D. Panagos photo)

plete commitment to the truth of our Or-
thodox Christian faith. For without these vir-
tues, your presidency can never bear the
spiritual fruit that our Church in America is
so very hungry for.

Indeed, there is a spiritual hunger in our
land . . . a dissatisfaction with the ways of
the world, and a yearning for something
more permanent, something absolute,
something of eternity.

This sacred institution has been and
must continue to be the training ground for
the generations of priests, teachers, and
leaders who will feed the souls of our hun-
gry people and this hungry world. Above all
else, as president and as a priest, your sa-
cred obligation is to insure that our beloved
Scholí continues to provide the finest spiri-
tual, academic, and ecclesiastical training for
the sake of our Church.

By the grace of God, your qualifications
for this awesome responsibility are abun-
dant, if not yet well-publicized throughout
even our own communities.  You are a son
of this School.  You lived, breathed and ex-
perienced the fullness of this campus in your
own generation. You have given the Church
a quarter of a century of selfless service as a
most capable pastor, administrator, and wise
steward. You understand the changing na-
ture of our communities, and you appreci-
ate the necessity of providing them with
devout, well-educated, and well-trained
priests. Hellenic College and Holy Cross are
in need of your many capabilities, and your
capacity to lead both schools into the full-
ness of their vocations. Every student, ev-
ery faculty member, every staff person � they
are all vital to the mission of this School.
You must be president and even more than
president. It is not enough, beloved
Archimandrite, to sit in the chair of the Presi-
dent. You must walk with each and every
member of this holy community, and help
them on their way to Christ and the service
of His Holy Church.

Beloved Archimandrite Damaskinos,
you have been duly elected the President of
Hellenic College - Holy Cross. This is your
flock, and you must be their shepherd. The
whole body of the Church looks to you to
bring to fruition the hopes and aspirations
of the Greek Orthodox People of America.
Challenge their minds, to excel beyond all
expectation in their academic pursuits, their
studies, their research. Challenge their
strength, to give their utmost every day for
the glory of God and for the health and pros-
perity of our beloved Archdiocese.  And
above all, challenge their hearts, so that they
may receive the fullness of Christ�s love and
thus transfigure themselves and the world
that they have been called to serve.

For this noble task, I invoke upon you
the blessings of Almighty God, that He may
strengthen you unto every good work, and
that by the power of His Holy, Precious and
Life-giving Cross, you proceed prosperously
in all your labors.

May the Lord ever bless you and all this
assembly.

SCHOOL LEADERS � Archbishop Spyridon with new president and deans, (l to r) Dr.
James Skedros, dean of Holy Cross, Fr. Ganas and Dr. Aristotle Michopoulos, Hellenic
College dean.    (D. Panagos photo)

It is my sincere belief and hope that the
coming years will grant to each and every
one of you the assurance that you have made
the right decision. We may be a small school,
but marvelous treasures often come in small
packages. There is a wonderful symphony
that can be heard in the halls of learning
that are on this campus.

You will experience the harmony that
can, and indeed must, exist between secu-
lar knowledge and religious faith. You will
learn to integrate the things of this world
with the things of the world to come. You
will see that academic excellence and men-
tal prowess are not opposed to sincere faith
and genuine piety. In fact, they complement
one another. They serve one another, be-
cause true faith is served by the facile ex-
pression that comes from a good education.
And the knowledge that comes from the
articulate word is perfected only by the Word
. . . the Word that was in the beginning . . .
the Word Who was with God . . . the Word
Who is God.

So receive this cross today, in the
knowledge that your horizon line of educa-
tion has begun to be widened, and that your
faith in Christ and His Holy Church is about
to be deepened. Seize this hope for your-
selves, and ready yourselves to become the
hope for the future. You are embarking upon
a journey of learning, and a pilgrimage of
faith.  And you are not alone. The whole fam-
ily of Hellenic College - Holy Cross wel-
comes you as full members . . . as brothers
and sisters. We will also learn from you, and
our faith will be strengthened by yours.

My abiding prayer is that each of you
will continue to grow in grace, in knowledge,
in spiritual stature, and most importantly in
faith and in love.  May God bless you all.

BROOKLINE, Mass � The Very Rev.
Damaskinos Ganas, Hellenic College/Holy
Cross School of Theology president, has
announced the appointment of Dr. James
C. Skedros as acting dean of the School of
Theology and Dr. Aristotle Michopoulos
as acting dean of Hellenic College.

For the past two years, Dr. Skedros
has been assistant professor of Orthodox
Studies on the Alexander G. Spanos Chair
of Orthodox Studies at the Graduate
Theological Union, Berkeley, Calif.

A native of Salt Lake City, he received
his BA in Middle Eastern Studies from the
University of Utah. In 1987 he received a
Masters of Theological Studies degree
from Harvard Divinity School and in 1988
a Masters of Theology from Holy Cross
School of Theology. During 1992-93, he
studied in Thessaloniki as a Fulbright and
Sheldon Scholar and in 1996 Dr. Skedros

Skedros, Michopoulos Named Acting Deans
received his Th.D. in the history of Chris-
tianity from Harvard Divinity School.

Dr. Michopoulos has served as asso-
ciate professor and Director of the Greek
Studies Program at Hellenic College since
1987 and as dean of the College from July
1995 to July 1997. A native of Greece, he
is a graduate of the University of Athens.

Following his emigration to the
United States, he received his MA degree
in comparative literature at Queens Col-
lege. In 1980 Dr. Michopoulos earned a
Ph.D. in bilingual and bicultural studies at
Florida State University.

He has developed curricula in Greek
studies and taught Greek language and
culture courses as well as courses in edu-
cation. He serves as representative of the
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese to the U.S.
Department of Education, Office of Non-
Public Education.
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PROFILE:
SeminarianH C / H C  R E P O R T

V. REV. DAMASKINOS GANAS (A. Bratsis photo)

See SPEECH on page  23

Name: VASSILIOS C. GIKAS

Hometown and Parish: Born and raised
in New York; home parish - Holy Trinity
Church, Westfield, N.J.

Age: 39

Previous Education: Seton Hall Univer-
sity � BS in business administration, 1981
Rutgers University � Completed 50 per-
cent of coursework towards a masters in
Human Resources Management.

Work Experience: 4 years of public ac-
counting experience � Last position for
Touche Ross and Co., CPAs; as a senior
associate 11 years of executive search �
Last position with Tarnow International as
a vice president

Graduating Class: � December 1999,
Masters of Divinity Program.

Family Background: Married to Mindy
Gikas. Parents: Spiros and Antonia Gikas
from Northern Epirus (Albania) and Epirus,
Greece respectively; sister, Christine
Kostantakis.

Home Parish Activities: Sunday School
instructor, festival subcommittee chair-
man, basketball team, acolyte, GOYA ad-
visor.

� What are some of your most
memorable experiences?

I have numerous happy memories
growing up in a thriving parish in the
1970�s � St. Spyridon, in Washington
Heights, N.Y. and graduating from its
highly regarded parochial school.

� What influenced you to attend the
Seminary?

Several priests influenced my life, but
the three most influential are Fr. Alkiviadis
Calivas, my first teacher in Orthodoxy and
my current father/confessor; Fr. George
Morelli, my spiritual advisor during my
years in the business world; and Fr.
Alexander Leondis who �re-launched� my
return to the seminary.

� Who influenced you most to as-
pire to the priesthood?

My paternal grandfather, Vassilios,
who taught me how to pray, and my
spouse, Mindy, who instructs me each day
that sacrifice and love are synonymous.

� How has attending Holy Cross af-
fected you?

The experience at Holy Cross is both
a test and a preparation. The experience
here has opened up relationships for me
with numerous talented and devoted in-
dividuals. These relationships will tran-
scend time and distance as we pursue our
ministries in the future. As a returning stu-
dent, I am continuously encouraged and
inspired by the diverse pool of talent that
has gravitated towards the call from pro-
fessional careers. I am constantly im-
pressed by the sacrifices people continue
to make to pursue the relentless yearning
that stirs in our hearts and minds. (I ini-
tially studied in the M. Div. Program from
September, 1985 until May, 1986).

� What are your favorite courses?
Canon law, ethics and liturgics.
� What campus activities do you

take part in?
Student government faculty represen-

tative (1985-86), treasurer of Student Gov-
ernment Assoc. (1985-86), basketball
coach (1998), Student Activities Coordi-
nator for the Office of Student Life (1998).

� What are your recreational activi-
ties?

Travel, tennis, basketball and movies.

� What is the toughest part of be-
ing a seminarian?

Time management, as a seminarian,
every day is a �work, play and pray� day.
Without this balance and discipline, it is
difficult to have a nurturing academic and
spiritual experience.

� What gifts do you hope to bring
to your church service?

I hope to bring my business prag-
matism, aggressiveness, persuasiveness
and the ability to build consensus towards
a common objective. I pray the Church
can utilize my administrative, consulta-
tive and financial skills.

� What are your major strengths
and weaknesses?

I can�t be objective about my
strengths. My weaknesses are too numer-
ous to list!

� Who is your favorite saint?
St. Spyridon is my favorite saint be-

cause although he was uneducated, he
was able to impact the faith through his
teaching at the First Ecumenical Council.
I am also impressed by the simplicity of
his life.

� What is your most significant
memory as a seminarian?

The Ecumenical Patriarch�s visit to
Holy Cross in October 1997.

� How can the Church reach the
unchurched?

To reach the �unchurched,� the
Church must be perpetually �invitational�
and sensitive to their needs. This takes
initiative, persistence and a willingness
to suffer rejection, just as Christ did. Once
needs are determined and met, a rela-
tionship can be nurtured, finally culmi-
nating in a grounding in the faith.

� Suggest one way to keep young
people in the Church?

Lead by example! As parents, sib-
lings, teachers, friends, etc. we are in
prime positions to influence a generation
of young people who are bright, busy and
burdened with critical choices too early
in their lives. Yet, the yearning for some-
thing real is there for them. We need to
make the most of every fleeting contact
we have with youth by showing we �walk
the talk� and �practice� our faith; these
contacts may be the only chance we get
to impact their lives.

�How do you view use of comput-
ers in the Church?

I view the increasing use of comput-
ers in the church positively. Computer
technology is a pragmatic means of pro-
moting Orthodoxy and administering a
parish. And although the use of web sites
for �reaching out� and educating is good,
the individual experience that each of us
needs to have by �reaching in� through
prayer is essential because of prayer�s
transformative rather than informative
outcome.

New Students at Holy Cross-Hellenic College
The following are new students at Holy

Cross School of Theology and Hellenic Col-
lege and their home cities:

Master of Divinity program
Alexander Chetsas, Denver; Peter

Dalianis, Inverness, Ill.; Tasos Douglas,
Charlotte, N.C.; Tony Elbahou, Oklahoma
City (Antiochian); Francisco Galindo,
Santiago, Chile; Sean Govostes, Burlington,
Mass.; George Khitiri, Tbilisi, Republic of
Georgia; Nicholas Paleologos, Worcester,
Mass. (son of Fr. Dean Paleologos of St.
Spyridon Church); Panteleimon Papado-
poulos, Norwalk, Conn.; Peter Polychroni,
Lincoln Park, Mich.; John Popis, Pireaus,
Greece; Harry Spyropoulos, Albany, N.Y.;
Michael Tervo, San Pedro, Calif.; James
Theos, N. Easton, Mass.; Peter Thornberg,
Gaithersburg, Md.; Julie Tziolas, Niles, Ill.;
and Richard Vanderhoef, Stoughton, Wis.

Master of Theological Studies
Charles Bradley, Cumberland, R.I.

(Antiochian); Kamal Ibrahim, Winston-Sa-
lem, N.C. (Patriarchate of Alexandria);

Hristos Kyriazis, Worcester, Mass.; David
Mascarenas, Albuquerque, N.M. (Antio-
chian); Stephen Napier, Bloomington,
Minn.; Efrosina Noti, Tirana, Albania; and
Marian Simion, Jud Valcea, Romania.

Master of Theology
William Adams, Plainfield, Mass.; and

George Kouzelis and Fr. Anastasios Taso-
poulos, both of Athens, Greece.

Special students
Deacon Amos Akunda, Bunyore,

Kenya; and Manas Das, Calcutta, India.
Hellenic College
Religious Studies program
Jeffrey Bush, Carlton, Minn.; Con-

stantine Cassis, West Chester, Ohio; Cal-
liope Chisnall, Nassau, Bahamas; John
Couchell (cousin of Bishop Dimitrios of
Xanthos), Matthews, N.C.; Luke Mela-
ckrions, Columbia, Md.; Haralampos Palas,
Park Ridge, Ill.; Costas Pieri, Dallas; Kostas
Symeonides, Bronx, N.Y.

Human Development program
Yani Bundros, Gilroy, Calif.

PROFILE:
Your Eminence, beloved hierarchs, es-

teemed chairman of the Corporate Board,
Madame president of the Philoptochos, dear
members of the Archdiocesan Council, la-
dies and gentlemen:

I greet you with the love of Christ as
the new president of Hellenic College and
Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of The-
ology.

We at Hellenic College and Holy Cross
give thanks for the many blessings we have
received this year. Our Schole has a long
and distinguished history in preparing clergy
and lay people for service in our Holy Arch-
diocese of America. The tradition of our
Schole, to pass the torch of our precious
Orthodox Christian Faith to future genera-
tions, continues as highlighted in the vari-
ous programs of the School, which I would
like to share with you.

Summer 1998 saw the reactivation of
the Summer Tour program. This outreach
program is designed to bring the spirit and
purpose of Hellenic College and Holy Cross
directly to the parishes of our Archdiocese
through a direct encounter by our students
with local parishioners. Students of the
School, coming from various parts of the
country, visited parishes throughout the
Eastern and Southern United States during
a period often weeks. The success of the
tour included the presentation of a short
promotional video intended to attract young
people to come and study at the only Or-
thodox Christian college and theological
school of our holy Archdiocese. Our stu-
dents were received with open arms and
great enthusiasm. The tour culminated in a
special presentation made at the Clergy-La-
ity Congress in Orlando. I wish to thank the
dedicated students who spent their summer
promoting the Orthodox Christian ideals and
principles of our College and Seminary as
well as offer my great appreciation and
thanks to Dr. John Klentos for supervising
the tour.

Another successful program this sum-
mer was the annual Hellenic College and
Holy Cross Golf Tournament supported by
the Diocese of Boston. Supporters and
friends of Hellenic College and Holy Cross
spent a beautiful day of fellowship and fun
to benefit our Schole. The tournament raised
the impressive amount of $250,000. How
wonderful it would be if each Diocese
hosted such an outing to assist us financially
at our Schole.

Having shared with you some of our
most recent promising events, allow me to
present to you a general assessment of the

Speech of Holy Cross President to A/C

current academic year.
Orientation for our new students was

successful and well organized. A two-day
schedule of activities introduced students to
the grounds, facilities, personnel, academic
and extra-curricular programs, and faculty
of both Schools. I personally had several
formal and informal opportunities to wel-
come our new students. At Vespers of the
Exaltation of the Cross, Dr. Rodney Peterson,
director of the Boston Theological Institute,
was present highlighting the continued co-
operation of the BTI and its members
schools with the mission of Holy Cross.

Classes began on Thursday, September
10th with the service of Agiasmos in the
Chapel with professors and students
present. At the conclusion of the service,
we blessed the dormitories and classrooms.
During the first two days of instruction, I
visited each class in order to extend my per-
sonal greetings to professors and students
for a blessed a productive academic year. I
believe my unannounced visits were re-
ceived quite positively.

I am pleased to report that teaching and
personnel assignments have been made in
both schools. In the School of Theology we
currently have nine fUll-time faculty mem-
bers, twelve adjunct faculty offering instruc-
tion and six Field Education supervisors. In
the College there are eight full-time faculty
members, and seven adjunct instructors.

I am also pleased to announce the ap-
pointment of two new Acting Deans: Dr.
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Under the inspirational leadership of
His Eminence Archbishop Spyridon, Exarch
of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, the Archons
of America conducted a most successful Pil-
grimage to the world center of Orthodoxy
in Constantinople from August 28 through
September 2, 1998.  Over 100 Archons,
families and friends journeyed to the Phanar
in a massive demonstration of love, respect
and fidelity to His All Holiness Ecumenical
Patriarch Bartholomew and the Holy See.

Archons Return Home from  Patriarchate Inspired and Uplifted

By Anthony J. Limberakis, MD
Archon Aktouarios National Commander

The Pilgrimage, which was the largest-
ever in the history of the Holy Archdiocese
of America, served to strengthen the bond
between the Archons and the Mother
Church and to offer an opportunity to re-
ceive the vision of the Ecumenical Patriarch
as we enter the new millennium.

Shortly after the arrival of the Pilgrims
at the Phanar, His All Holiness received the
group at which time formal greetings were
exchanged and the Archons received words
of guidance, love and admonition.  His All
Holiness stated at this gathering: �To be
called by the Church to be an Archon is in-
deed a great honor: an honor to your fami-
lies, to your parish, to your Archdiocese, and
to your own person. But it also carries great
responsibility, maturity, wisdom, restraint,
and sound management of the Church�s
affairs: And all this must be carried out in an
exemplary manner of humility, dedication,
support, love, obedience (if you permit us
this expression) and even sacrifice.�

The following days included extensive
touring of the major Byzantine sites of in-

terest, including the sacred jewel of all
Constantinople Aghia Sophia, attending Di-
vine Liturgy at the Patriarchal Cathedral of
St. George, visiting the renown Theological
School of Halki, hosting the Archon Grand
Banquet in honor of His All Holiness, en-
joying a wonderful lunch with our Spiritual
Father and attending a magnificent Concert
presented by Miss Nana Mouskouri fol-
lowed by a formal banquet, all hosted by
the Ecumenical Patriarch. During the Pil-
grimage, the Archons requested and re-
ceived a private meeting with His All Holi-
ness at which time frank discussions regard-
ing the Archdiocese and other issues of
mutual concern were conducted.

Bowman or Economic Officer Virginia Mor-
ris and a representative of the Phanar. The
Consul General�s Office provided an offi-
cial translator.

The Archon delegation was warmly re-
ceived by both the Mayor and Governor who
offered refreshments, including Turkish cof-
fee.  There was extensive press coverage of
the Mayor�s meeting with several dozen
members of the press present during a por-
tion of the gathering.

At each of the meetings, Dr. Limberakis
discretely raised the issue of the physical
security of the Ecumenical Patriarch and the
Phanar in Istanbul and how important this
point is to the Archons of America, who
comprise the leading Greek American
churchmen, including members of the
United States Congress. The Archon delega-
tion complimented the Turkish authorities
on the beauty of their city, their hospitality
and their Constitutional mandate to treat all
religions without discrimination.

Preceding the Nana Mouskouri Concert
and banquet hosted by His All Holiness, the
Archons sponsored an elegant cocktail re-
ception in honor of the Honorable Mark
Parris, United States Ambassador to Turkey.

This festive event, attended by the
American Pilgrims, provided another diplo-
matic venue for the Archons to officially ex-
press their concern for the well being and
security of the Ecumenical Patriarchate.

The aforementioned historic courtesy
meetings with the local Turkish Governmen-
tal leadership and the reception in honor of

The Archon Grand Banquet in honor of
His All Holiness afforded the Archons the
opportunity to present the Spiritual Father
of 310 million Orthodox faithful with a
$200,000 donation towards the $500,000
Archon pledge made last year at the Archon
Patriarchal Concert for Peace featuring Nana
Mouskouri held at the Cathedral of St. John
the Divine in New York City.

Additional donations were presented to
His All Holiness, which were earmarked for
the Balukli Home for the Aged. Metropoli-

Ambassador Parris, events which never oc-
curred in the past, served to further enhance
the position of the Ecumenical Patriarchate,
in keeping with the mission of the Order of
St. Andrew �to promote and defend the Ecu-
menical Patriarchate.�

The Pilgrimage was inspirational, his-
toric, educational and most successful. It
strengthened the inseparable bond between
the Ecumenical Patriarchate and her Archons
in America. It promoted the well being of the
Phanar and the spirituality of the Pilgrims. It
intensified the love, respect and fidelity of the
Archons towards the Mother Church and for-
ever it will remain indelibly etched in the
hearts and souls of all the Pilgrims who made
the commitment to participate.

We are indebted to His All Holiness for
receiving the Pilgrims with the spiritual love
only a father can offer to his children. We
are grateful to His Eminence for leading his
flock to the Mother Church so that they may
enhance and nurture their spiritual needs.
Finally, we express our profound thanks to
our Lord and Savior for returning us safely
to our homes spiritually refreshed and en-
ergized to continue the sacred mission of
the Order of St. Andrew.

tans from America (Their Eminences
Iakovos, Anthony, Maximos, Methodios,
Paisios and Nicholas) as well as Metropoli-
tans from the Patriarchate (Their Eminences
Meliton, Panteleimon, Kyrillos and Iakovos)
attended the Archon Grand Banquet.

An important component of the Archon
Pilgrimage was the discrete diplomatic mis-
sion planned well in advance to promote the
Ecumenical Patriarchate vis-a-vis the Turk-
ish authorities.

Dr. Anthony J. Limberakis, National
Commander, through the good offices of
Sen. Paul Sarbanes and the United States
Department of State, arranged for private
meetings with the Mayor of Istanbul, R.
Tayyip Erdogan and the provincial governor
of Istanbul Erol Cakir.  The Archon delega-
tion, led by Dr. Limberakis included National
Council members Christo Daphnides,
Theodore Demetriou, Nikitas Drakotos, Elias
Kulukundis, George Regas and Konstantine
Vellios, and Archons Dimitrios Kaloidis,
Harry Moskos and Basilios Theodosakis.

At all times the Archons were accom-
panied by officials of the United States De-
partment of State, including Consul General
Carolyn Huggins, Political Officer Sharon

óôá ðëáßóéá ôçò Ïñèüäïîçò åíôïëÞò:
«Ôçí äéáêïíßáí óïõ ðëçñïöüñçóïí», êÜíïíôáò,

óõã÷ñüíùò ðñÜîç êáé ôïí äéáêáÞ ôïõ ðüèï, ãéá óùóôÞ
åíçìÝñùóç, õðåýèõíç ðëçñïöüñçóç êáé ðíåõìáôéêÞ
êáôÜñôéóç ôïõ åëëçíïñèüäïîïõ ëáïý ôçò ÏìïãÝíåéáò,
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Ç äéåýèõíóç ôïõ ðñïãñÜììáôïò áíáôÝèçêå óôï
ÈåïöéëÝóôáôï Åðßóêïðï Áðáìåßáò ê. ÂéêÝíôéï,
ï ïðïßïò, óõíåðéêïõñïýìåíïò áðü åêëåêôïýò

óõíåñãÜôåò, êëçñéêïýò êáé ëáúêïýò,
èá ðáñïõóéÜæåé ôéò ïñèüäïîåò èÝóåéò ôçò

ÉåñÜò Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò ÁìåñéêÞò,
äéáöùôßæïíôáò óùóôÜ êáé õðåýèõíá

ôçí åëëçíïñèüäïîç ÏìïãÝíåéá.

Ôï ñáäéïöùíéêü ðñüãñáììá èá ðåñéëáìâÜíåé åéäÞóåéò,
ó÷üëéá, áíôáðïêñßóåéò êáé äñáóôçñéüôçôåò áðü ôçí
åëëçíïñèüäïîç åíïñéáêÞ åêêëçóéáóôéêÞ æùÞ ôçò ÁìåñéêÞò,
óõíåíôåýîåéò êáé äçëþóåéò äéáêåêñéìÝíùí ðñïóþðùí êáé
ðáñáãüíôùí åðß åêêëçóéáóôéêþí, åêðáéäåõôéêþí, ïìïãåíåéáêþí
êáé åèíéêþí èåìÜôùí.

THE HELLENIC CULTURAL CENTER
27-09 Crescent Street, Astoria, NY 11102
Tel: (718) 626-5111-Fax: (718) 626-1398

ÁÍÁÊÏIÍÙÓÇ
Ï Óåâáóìéüôáôïò Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò

ÁìåñéêÞò ê. Óðõñßäùí,

ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH Bartholomew welcomes the Archons to his office at the Phanar.
(D. Panagos photo)

METROPOLITAN APOSTOLOS Agathonikias greets the delegation of Archons at the School
of Halki.            (D. Panagos photo)



OCTOBER 5,  1998 PAGE 7ORTHODOX OBSERVER

e c u m e n i c a l  p a t r i a r c h a t e

The tears flowed.
Tears of love,  joy, and sadness as 104

Archons and  pilgrims from throughout the
Archdiocese - a record number participated
in a week-long pilgrimage  to the �center of
Orthodoxy� the Ecumenical Patriarchate in
Constantinople.

An Emotional Trip to Mother Church

By Harry Moskos

tan special permission to miss the meeting
in order to be with the pilgrims.

It was obvious that the visit to Halki was
impressive and touching, and the love that
Metropolitan Apostolos had for his visitors
was apparent. The sadness that prevailed,
however, was that the facility is not func-
tioning today as a theological school.

This point was made even clearer as
we toured the school including its huge li-
brary, consisting of many rare books. We
walked through stacks and stacks of books
only to sense the emptiness since there are
no students to make use of this treasure of
knowledge.

Fr. Limberakis pointed out that the li-
brary at Halki is second only to that of the
Vatican�s.

The visit to Hagia Sophia also reflected
a double sword reaction.

We first marveled at the great Cathe-
dral of Constantinople dedicated to the Wis-
dom of God by Emperor Justinian in the year
532 A.D. The construction. The size. A dome
that rises 182 feet above the ground. The
icons. No doubt it is the greatest structure
built as an Orthodox Church, but we soon
realized the stark reality of today that it is
now a government-run museum �  gone
forever as a functioning Orthodox Church.

Archon Gerald Clonaris of Charlotte,
N.C., marveled at what he saw at Hagia
Sophia, terming it and the walls of Constan-
tinople as the highlight of the pilgrimage.

This was an opinion shared by another
Archon from Charlotte, Tom (Harry)
Cavalaris, who was impressed with the tech-
nical workmanship at Hagia Sophia, espe-
cially the skin tones in the icons.

�Hagia Sophia does for me what going
to the Acropolis does for others,� he added.

The icons were plastered over when the
Church was converted to a mosque by the
conquering Turks, but restoration work is
slowly uncovering the icons. The restora-
tion work, however, proceeds with lethar-
gic slowness.

As one prelate noted, the sadness is
heightened when you walk into Hagia
Sophia and realize you have to give money
to buy an admission ticket instead of using
it to light a candle.

It is difficult to rank one aspect of the
pilgrimage ahead of another, but the oppor-
tunity to see the Ecumenical Patriarch at the
Phanar clearly is at the top of any list.

The Archons and pilgrims, in addition
to a luncheon and a dinner with Bartholo-
mew, were formally greeted by the Ecumeni-
cal Patriarch on their arrival at the Phanar,
and the Archons later had a private meeting
with His All Holiness.

Another of the visiting clergymen on the
pilgrimage was the Very Rev. Archimandrite

There were tears of joy at just visiting
the primary see of Orthodoxy, recognized
as such since the year 381 AD

There were tears of love to be with His
All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartho-
lomew and the other prelates of the Holy
and Sacred Synod.

And there were tears of sadness as we
saw first hand the restrictions placed on the
Orthodox Christian Church in a country
where the Greek Orthodox population in
this century alone has dwindled from more
than 2 million in the early 1900s to an esti-
mated 2,000 today.

In addition to visiting the Ecumenical
Patriarch at the Phanar, the Archons also
toured Hagia Sophia, Baloukli Monastery, and
the island of Halki, site of the famed Patriar-
chal School of Theology and Monastery.

The pilgrimage consisted of one high-
light after another. One memorable experi-
ence after another. Another tear or two.

One of the most moving experiences
during the trip occurred at  Halki where the
theological school is located on the island�s
highest mountain in a setting so beautiful
and serene that it was especially disheart-
ening to the visitors that the school has been
closed since 1971 under orders of Turkish
authorities.

Metropolitan Apostolos of Agatho-
nikeia, the dean of the School of Theology,
greeted the delegation, pointing out that the
school could be reopened �tomorrow� if
permission were granted.

During a tour of the monastery�s
Church of Holy Trinity, the Metropolitan led
the visitors in saying the Lord�s Prayer and
chanting  Ti Ypermacho (O Invincible Cham-
pion), a hymn to the Theotokos, and prayers
for the well-being of the pilgrims.

The tears flowed as the hymn was sung,
realizing what restrictions the Orthodox
Church operates under, but at the same time
continues to be contagiously fervent.

Among those obviously touched was
Very Rev. Archimandrite Eugene N. Pappas
of the Three Hierarchs Church, Brooklyn,
N.Y., one of four clergymen who participated
in the tour. He noted the singing of the hymn
brought both memories and tears.

Another clergyman on the pilgrimage,
the Rev. John A. Limberakis of St. Sophia
and Sts. Faith, Hope and Agape Church in
Jefferson, Pa.,  �felt deeply sentimental� as
the hymn  was sung. Fr. Limberakis, the fa-
ther of Archon National Commander Dr.
Anthony J. Limberakis,  explained it was the
�most appropriate hymn to be sung since it
is a hymn of thanksgiving to the Mother of
God for saving the city of Constantinople.�

At the Church of the Holy Trinity, the
Metropolitan conducted a prayer service
over the relics of St. Haralambos, St.
Anargyros, and Sts. Cosmas and Damian.
During a tour of the Church, where the ico-
nography is undergoing restoration, Metro-
politan Apostolos noted that a two-sided
icon was discovered during the process of
restoring a hand-carved iconostasis. On one
side is an icon of the Theotokos with Child
while the other side was an icon of the
Crusifixion.

Metropolitan Apostolos, in remarks
later in the school�s reception area, cited the
importance of the Church in America to the
Ecumenical Patriarchate as its largest
Diaspora. The importance of America was
evident in that although the Holy Synod was
meeting, the Patriarch gave the Metropoli-

Ambrosios Bitziadis of St. George Church,
Asbury Park, N.J., who said the privilege to
co-celebrate with the Ecumenical Patriarch
and the Holy Synod the beginning of a new
ecclesiastical year certainly was the highlight
of the pilgrimage.

The Ecclesiastical New Year Liturgy and
Indiction Service were impressive. The prin-
cipal celebrant of the Liturgy was the Grand
Archimandrite Athenagoras, the 30-year-old
Greek-born dean of the Patriarchal Cathe-
dral of St. George. Assisting him were Dea-
cons Stephanos and Benjamin.

In addition to Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew and Deuterevon Deacon
Tarasios, there were  70 other Metropoli-
tans and Archbishops under the Ecumeni-
cal Patriarchate from throughout the world
in attendance. Also present were dozens of
other priests and deacons.

As part of the Indiction ceremony, each
prelate signed the codex. The first to sign
was, of course, Bartholomew. Next to sign
was Metropolitan Chrysostom of the senior
see of Ephesus. He was followed by Metro-
politan Joachim of Chalcedon. Each prelate
then followed, signing in order of seniority.

The Archons also attended the Divine
Liturgy at the Patriarchal Cathedral on Sun-
day, Aug. 30. The celebrant for that service
was the Very Rev. Seraphim Kandylis, the
Grand Ecclesiarch.

Ironically, the Ecumenical Patriarch
could not attend that service since it was a
national holiday in Turkey. He had to attend
civic ceremonies commemorating a Turk-
ish victory in Asia Minor on Aug. 30, 1922,
further pointing out the restrictions under
which the Church must endure and makes
one think about the significance to the title
of Steven Runciman�s classic book on the
history of the Patriarchate, �The Great
Church in Captivity.�

The travelers also visited Baloukli Mon-
astery, the site of the Patriarchal graves in-
cluding those of Athenagoras and Dimitrios,
and the underground shrine and Holy Spring
of Zoodochos Peghe. A memorial service
was held at the site of the patriarchal graves.

Another stop on the Archons� busy
agenda included a visit to Topkapi Palace,
now a museum that among its treasures are
the relics of St. John the Baptist.

The Patriarch hosted the Archons to a
concert held by Nana Mouskouri at what
once was the home of  the Esma Sultan Yalsi,
which was destroyed by fire in 1972 and is
now an outdoor concert hall framed only
by the building�s three-story brick exterior
walls and located adjacent to a mosque.
Ironically, to open the program in the former
home of a sultan�s daughter,  Ms. Mouskouri
also selected the hymn Ti Ypermacho and
near the end of the concert she sang an-

other hymn, �Ave Maria,� which she dedi-
cated to the Patriarch.

There is little doubt that the participants
were impressed with what they saw during
the week, and yet concerned about the con-
ditions the Patriarchate must operate.

The Archons accomplished much on
the journey.

A $200,000 check, proceeds from Nana
Mouskouri Concert for Peace which was
held in New York City during the Patriarch�s
visit to America, was presented to His All
Holiness Bartholomew, bringing to
$300,000 the amount paid to date on a
$500,000 Archon pledge. In addition, a
$3,000 check was presented to Dr. Lambro
Psaropulos, director of the Baloukli Hospi-
tal and Home for the Aged.

Archon representatives also met sepa-
rately with the mayor of the city of Istanbul
and the governor of the province of Istanbul.

The main purpose of the meetings was
to stress the importance of continued po-
lice security at the Patriarchal complex with
Dr. Limberakis describing the meetings as
both positive and warm.

National Commander Limberakis, ex-
pressing thanks for the security provided by
Turkish police, was assured by Gov. Erol
Cakir that it would continue since  �all citi-
zens of Istanbul have equal rights and there
is no prejudice against anyone.�

Dr. Limberakis felt the meetings with
the Turkish officials as a step in improving
relations among all parties.

Representatives from the U.S. State
Department attended the two Archon meet-
ings with the Turkish officials.

The Archons also hosted a reception for
the U.S. Ambassador to Turkey, Mark Parris.

In reviewing the pilgrimage, Dr.
Limberakis felt much had been accom-
plished in a trip designed to �express our
love, respect, loyalty and obedience� to the
Ecumenical Patriarch.

�We have been overwhelmed by the
filoxenia (hospitality), love and warmth His
All Holiness expressed to us,� the national
commander noted, hoping to continue such
pilgrimages at least every-other-year if not
annually.

The fourth priest on the pilgrimage was
the Rev. Anastasios A. Gounaris of Holy Trin-
ity Church in Indianapolis, Ind., who de-
scribed the trip as, �Coming to the place
where my grandfather was born 88 years
ago. He set off at age 16 to come to America.
He never came back. Sentimentally, that was
a highlight. The trip was like closing the
circle. I hope to come back again.�

Archon Peter Anton of San Antonio,
Texas, the father of American-born Deute-
revon Deacon Tarasios, said he came away
impressed with the Patriarch�s �honesty and
down to earth comments�- a feeling shared
by all on the pilgrimage.

The Patriarch�s sense of humor and
warmth also showed repeatedly. In one in-
cident he spotted an Archon petting one of
the pet kittens in the courtyard at the Phanar
and suggested that the Archon bring the
orange-and-white cat inside to be included
in a group photograph. The cat was indeed
included in the picture.

The Patriarch referred to the Archons
as the �envoys� of the Church and urged
their continued dedication, support, and
love. He praised the �agape among us,� urg-
ing the Archons to �come again and again.
Come as a group or as individuals. I hope
this is a first of a long series of pilgrimages.�

We hope so, too, as this trip served to
only enhance the precious heritage and
strong spirituality of the Orthodox Christian
Church.

Harry Moskos, editor of  the Knoxville,
Tenn., News-Sentinel, was one of the Ar-
chons on the Aug. 26-Sept. 2 pilgrimage.
He holds the offikion of Archon Depoutatos
of the Order of St. Andrew.

FR. TARASIOS gives Archons a tour of St. George Patriarchal Cathedral. (D. Panagos photo)
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EDITORIAL

O P I N I O N S

Pastoral Reflections

Beloved fellow-laborers in the vineyard of Christ:
After His resurrection, our Lord Jesus Christ appeared to

His disciples and spoke to them these words:
�Peace be with you: as my Father has sent me, I now send

you.�
These same words does the Lord address to you this day,

faithful brothers and sisters.

Exhortation to Archdiocesan
Council and Philoptochos Board

I now send you, says the Lord to His newly inducted servants of the Archdiocesan
Council and the National Philoptochos Society.

I now send you, to meet with one another now and thereafter to return to your
homes and parishes, I now send you, to share the message of the Gospel with one
another� that Jesus Christ lives, and that He offers new life to the world.

I now send you, to communicate by your words and deeds the truth that the
Church is in reality the very body of the living Christ, and that� in a manner transcend-
ing all other human societies and institutions� the Church is led and guided by the
Holy Spirit of God.

I now send you, to lead your brothers and sisters by example, through your own
obedience to the guidance of the Holy Spirit, that is, by your attention to the teachings
of the Scriptures, your adherence to the doctrine of the Fathers, and your observance of
the Holy Canons.

I now send you, says the Lord to you this day, having endowed each of you in your
own way with spiritual gifts of administration, of service, of ministry, of exhortation, of
teaching, of mercy, of generosity, and of love, I now send you, to be faithful stewards of
the deposit of faith which has been entrusted to you until that Great and Awesome Day
of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Peace be with you, my spiritual children, as you begin now the mission which the
Lord has assigned you. And may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the
Father, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. Amen.

Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral
New York, New York
September 25, 1998

My beloved brothers in the Lord, Met-
ropolitans and Bishops, Brothers and Sis-
ters in Christ,

I greet you this morning in the name of
our Lord Jesus Christ, with a heart filled with
hope and expectation for the future. Two
years have passed since my arrival back in
our beloved country to lead this Archdio-
cese into the new Millennium. And in these
two years we have faced enormous chal-
lenges and opportunities. As we gather to-
gether this day to commence the work of
the Archdiocese Council and National
Philoptochos Board, allow me to share with
you my chief concerns and aspirations for
the future of our Holy Archdiocese.

The world around us is in a remarkable
state of political, social and economic flux.
National institutions, civic leaders, interna-
tional relationships are being questioned in
ways that we have never before seen.  The
faithful of our Church, old and young alike,
are certainly not immune to the destabiliz-
ing trends which the mass media feeds into
their homes on a daily basis. Our own
smaller and more focused community is also
being consumed by the mass of informa-
tion, mis-information and dis-information
which circulates at nearly the speed of light,
through the media: television, radio, the
Internet, the press, and the ubiquitous fax
machine. Each one of you, clergy or layper-
son, knows from your own experience how
overwhelming this sheer mass of informa-
tion can be.

But for all the spate of words and im-
ages that come before our attention on this
daily basis; do we really know any more, or
learn anything that satisfies our thirst for
meaning, usefulness and purpose? As your
Archbishop, I am especially concerned for

our young people, who are being overex-
posed through the consequences of the in-
formation age to such an extent, that op-
portunities for a real spiritual education are
becoming less and less available.  When you
think about the average time that a Greek
Orthodox Family spends in worship, Chris-
tian Education and prayer, and compare it
to the average amount of television alone
that is watched per week, it is very clear
that we are losing the culture war for the
souls of our children. When you add to that,
the dissonance that can occur in Church life,
whether on the local or national level, then
we run the deeper risk of being judged as
hypocrites by the very children we are striv-
ing to imbue with our sacred Greek Ortho-
dox Tradition.

My friends, our Church, and particu-
larly our children, are a precious treasure
entrusted to us by God Himself. The Church
is not some secular enterprise, a business
or federation of political interests. Even
though we live in and must deal with the
world, we are called to be �not of this world.�
Let us never forget that the primary reason
that the message of our Church has survived
for two thousand years is because it is a tran-
scendent message that gives meaning to life
on this planet.

Without the hope of forgiveness, with-
out the capacity for sacrificial and unselfish
love, without the possibility of communion
with our Creator, without the promise of
eternal life, life itself would be unbearable
and not worth living.

So where is our mutual forgiveness?
Where is our loving embrace?
Where is commitment to fellowship

with our God?
Where is our hope for eternal life?
These are not nominal empty concepts

that we parade out on Sunday morning to
soothe our responsibilities to at least seem

See ADDRESS on p. 10

Address of  His Eminence Archbishop Spyridon
to the Archdiocesan Council

and Philoptochos Joint Session

L E T T E R SL E T T E R S

O ur Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
instructed us that the focus of
our existence must be first, to

love the Lord our God with all of our
strength and second, to love our neigh-
bor as we love ourselves. Our Lord�s com-
mand renders participation in a commu-
nity a necessity for fulfilling it. The Apostle
Paul admonishes us also to �bear one
another�s burdens.�  Salvation and inde-
pendence from others, then, we must ac-
knowledge as being contradictory.

Who are these others upon whom
our salvation rests? In our Lord�s answer
to the lawyer, the parable of the Good
Samaritan, He reminded him: Your neigh-
bor is he whom you meet upon the road.
Not just our families, not just those to
the right and left of us, not just those in
the omogeneia, but those whom we meet
upon the road. So our Lord instructed us
to acknowledge and act upon our inter-
dependence with those others in the so-
ciety in which we live, no matter their
origin.

In many ways, our pluralistic soci-
ety is more similar to that of our Lord�s
own than any society existing in the mil-
lennia that divide us from Him. In the
Roman-governed world of the first cen-
tury, many cultures with values that con-
flicted with each other were united into
one political body, much like American
society today. As Christians we must ask
ourselves, what is our relationship to the
social structure in which we live, and to
the political organism that regulates the
lives of all of the people with whom we
are inextricably linked? Our Lord, His dis-
ciples, and their followers, although not
living in democracies, answered this

What Is the Role of Religion in Public Life?
question powerfully by living pure and
holy lives. Their light so shone that it il-
lumined the darkness of many thou-
sands, the humble and weak as well as
the powerful and strong. And with the
conversion of both of these social
groups, the world was changed forever.

Theirs is a humbling example, upon
which we must model our own lives.
They showed us that it is impossible to
be a Christian privately while leading a
different existence outside our own
Church community. Many suffered mar-
tyrdom rather than sacrifice this prin-
ciple. The world has changed, but their
example is as immediate and relevant
today as it was 2000 years ago.

We in America, living in a represen-
tational democracy, are as inextricably
linked with our fellow women and men
as our Lord and his followers were linked
with their neighbors under Roman-im-
posed martial law. Indeed, our respon-
sibility toward our neighbor has in-
creased tremendously given the politi-
cal structure in which we live today. All
of us bear a shared responsibility for the
moral fabric of our nation. The question
must be asked: Ought we to compart-
mentalize our faith so that we are faith-
ful Orthodox Christians in our homes
and churches, but not allow our faith to
guide our actions as members of any
other social structure or political organ-
ism? We have already been instructed
that our salvation is inseparably linked
to our neighbor, and we have the awe-
some example of the Saints, who at the
risk of their lives proclaimed their faith
to the world. The answer is before us;
we ignore it at our own peril.

Editor,
Thank you for your wonderful profile

of a wonderful parish, the Holy Trinity/St.
Nicholas Church of Cincinnati, Ohio. It was
a great blessing for me to serve as that
community�s pastoral assistant for two
years, and I was delighted to have been
remembered in your article. My joy, how-
ever, was diminished by the fact that two
sons of that parish who went on to become
priests of our Archdiocese were over-
looked: Fr. Thomas J. Zaferes, pastor of St.
Sophia�s in Syracuse, New York, and Fr.
Dennis Listermann-Vierling, pastor of Holy
Mother of God Church in Tallahassee, Fla.
It is also worth noting that Fr. Constantine
and Presbytera Evelyn Mitsos, who served
Cincinnati for a remarkable 33 years, es-
tablished a scholarship fund on the occa-
sion of their 25th anniversary there, which
continues to offer very generous assistance
to young men and women from the parish
who are studying at Hellenic College/Holy
Cross School of Theology.

Archimandrite Savas Zembillas
Merrick, NY

Names missed

A fine example
Editor,

I read with great interest the remarks
of that fine young gentleman Mr.John
Takis. He is certainly an excellent example
for the youth of our church. What I find
even more interesting is your omission of
the fact that Mr. Takis is the Senior Divi-
sion winner of the 1998 St. John Chry-
sostom Oratorical Festival which was held
this year in Los Angeles.

Editor,
Could someone make a New Testa-

ment Greek primer Bible intended for people
who are non-Greek majors. Something at
the seventh-grade level would be perfect.
Tell about the names in the Bible. Learn how
to pronounce proper names. Learn key
words like God and love. Call it something
like Greek Orthodox Study Bible.

Matthew Protos
Sharon, Pa.

Understandable Bible version

Correction/clarification
A sentence in the Clergy-Laity Congress

Administrative Report summary appearing
in the September issue said that the follow-
ing two recommendations were approved:
that the Archdiocese charter be revised and
the dioceses be raised to the status of
metropolitanates, and that dioceses are to
collect financial support from the parishes
and then send an allocation to the Archdio-
cese. The sentence should have said that
the recommendations were submitted, not
approved, which they were not.

As the first place winner, John received
a college scholarship and an invitation to
speak at the Clergy Laity Conference Youth
Rally in Orlando. Participating as a speaker
in the annual oratorical festivals has paid
off handsomely for John Takis. Perhaps that
advice should have been included in his
remarks under �Advice to Peers� and �Food
for Thought.�

At the very least, the fact that he is this
year�s top speaker and that these remarks
are the actual text of his speech as deliv-
ered in Los Angeles are facts I think should
have been included in the article.

Dennis Moloney
Boca Raton, Fla.
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

�The point is this, he who sows
sparingly will also reap sparingly.  He who
sows bountifully will also reap bounti-
fully.�         (II Corinthians 9:6)

I recently heard a story about a humor-
ous burglary.

After hours of watching a young family
loading then departing in their van for a
weekend vacation a burglar decided it was
safe to start his crime.  He carefully walked
up the evening walkway and rang the door
bell . . . just in case anyone was home.  Since
no one responded, he took out his tools and
quickly picked the front door lock.

Jesus Is Watching!

By Fr. Frank Marangos

He crept  inside.  �Anyone home?�  he
whispered.  The burglar was shocked to hear
a response come from the darkness.  �I see
you,� answered the voice, �...and Jesus sees
you!�  Suspicious, the burglar  asks his ques-
tion again, this time even louder.  �Anybody
home?�  Once again the response echoed
throughout the dark room.  �I see you...and
Jesus sees you!�  Quickly, the burglar turned
his flashlight towards the location of the
mysterious voice.  He was relieved to dis-
cover that the voice had come from a parrot
perched in a cage hanging in the corner of
the room.

Convinced that it was safe to begin his
work, the burglar turned on the light to the
room only to come face to face with the larg-
est Doberman attack dog he had ever seen.
The dog�s lips curled as a growl rose from
his throat.  Immediately , the parrot
spoke...�Attack Jesus . . . attack!�

The story is an excellent illustration of
the scriptural warning quoted above.  St.
Paul is correct when he says that people
reap what they sow. In other words, if we
work hard, remain faithful to our convic-
tions, persevere and give ourselves wholly
towards our objectives then, we shall often
be successful.  If, however, we are lazy, timid
and refuse to give of ourselves then, St. Paul
insists, we shall �reap sparingly!�  This truth
can be expressed in the following way . . .
we often get what we deserve!

This is the way I felt when I recently
read a tragic news story about a twelve year
old boy who wanted to divorce his parents.
�How is it possible,� I thought to myself,
�that a child would want to divorce himself
from his own parents?�  And yet, Gregory
was mistreated so badly that he refused to
leave his foster family to go and live with
his own parents.  Although his father did
not object, Gregory�s mother wanted her
son back.  During the trial she insisted that
she had changed and that she would give
Gregory a good home.  The judge did not
believe it.  In the end, Gregory won the case
and divorced his parents.  What a sad com-

mentary on our society!
At the conclusion of this unprecedented

court case, a Florida judge allowed a child
to �divorce� his  parents.  Without getting
involved in the political or judicial issues
surrounding the legal quarrel between Gre-
gory and his mother we should, nonethe-
less, all stop and ponder the question of
parental responsibility.

According to Holy Scripture, family is
not so much a matter of biology as it is a
matter of divine responsibility.  It is a privi-
lege!  As such, those of us who have been
given the gift of children by God should
make certain that we �sow bountifully� on
the soil of their fertile hearts, so that when
they become adults, the entire Kingdom of
God might bountifully �reap� the fruit of their
Christian maturity!

It is our responsibility as parents to use
every means at our disposal to help our chil-
dren recognize and accept Jesus  Christ as
the Lord of their lives.  In so doing, we would
be planting and watering the trees of future
Christian generations, under whose
branches they will gather for shade and pro-
tection!

Like the burglar in the humorous story
described above, however, many parents do
not heed the stern warning of St. Paul.  Jesus
is, indeed watching!  He desires that we treat
His children with love and tenderness.  He
wants us to �sow�  the seeds of faith, love
and kindness  in their souls so that  they
might grow up strong and always reach for
their Father who is in heaven.

Like its biological counterpart, the Holy
Church, the spiritual Mother of us all, must
guard against parental complacency.

All of us, have at one time or another,
met someone who has �divorced� the
Church.  There are countless individuals
who, although baptized in the Orthodox
Church as infants, grew up estranged from
its influence.  In time, these individuals �left�
their spiritual Mother because, as they  put
it, the Church did not listen, communicate
or minister to them.  Instead of living within
the Orthodox family of believers many indi-
viduals have unfortunately gone to live
within the world . . . the foster parent of
mankind.

The Church is responsible for the physi-
cal as well as spiritual upbringing of its chil-
dren.  Whether we have been blessed with
children or not, we are all called to help bring
them to the Lord.  We are all stewards of
the children that God has entrusted to our
community�s care.  We should, therefore,
make certain that we all sow bountifully so
that one day in the future, we might all reap
the spiritual bounties of our labor!

Rev. Dr. Frank Marangos is director of
the Archdiocese Department of Religious
Education. frfrank@omaccess.com

ÍÅÁ ÕÏÑÊÇ - ÁÈÇÍÁ
ÊÁÔ� ÅÕÈÅÉÁÍ ÐÔÇÓÅÉÓ ×ÙÑÉÓ ÓÔÁÈÌÏ ÌÅ ÊÁÍÏÍÉÊÁ ÄÑÏÌÏËÏÃÉÁ ÅÈÍÉÊÏÕ ÌÅÔÁÖÏÑÅÁ

ÃÉÁ ÁÍÁ×ÙÑÇÓÅÉÓ  ÁÐÏ 1 ÓÅÐÔEMÂÑÉÏÕ ÅÙÓ 31 ÏÊÔÙÂÑÉÏÕ 1998
ÐÁÉÄÉÁ 2-11 ÅÔÙÍ ÐËÇÑÙÍÏÕÍ 25% ËÉÃÏÔÅÑÏ

299$
ÁÐËÇÓ ÄÉÁÄÑÏÌÇÓ

ÁÐÏ +Tax 409$
ÌÅÔ� ÅÐÉÓÔÑÏÖÇÓ

ÁÐÏ +Tax

ÅÉÄÉÊÅÓ ÔÉÌÅÓ ÊÁÉ ÁÐÏ ÁËËÅÓ ÐÏËÅÉÓ

$699 BOSTON
$728 BALTIMORE
$740 WASHINGTON
$746 PITTSBURGH
$750 CLEVELAND, DETROIT
$775 CHICAGO
$792 FT. LAUDERDALE, MIAMI
$795 HOUSTON, DALLAS, MINNEAPOLIS
$815 RICHMOND, NORFOLK

$830 ORLANDO, TAMPA, RALEIGH DURHAM
$835 MEMPHIS, GREENVILLE, GREENBORO
$841 CHARLOTTE
$845 W.PALM BEACH, NEW ORLEANS
$857 CINCINNATI
$877 SALT LAKE CITY, SAN ANTONIO,

OKLAHOMA CITY
$882 LOS  ANGELES, SAN FRANCISCO,SEATTLE
$915 PHOENIX, LAS VEGAS, SAN DIEGO
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religious. These are the most basic building
blocks of the Church.  More important than
all the bricks and mortar that uphold our
church facilities from coast to coast!  If we
lack these, then all of our work is for noth-
ing, because we would have constructed our
churches and our Archdiocese on the shift-
ing sands of history, and as the Lord said,
when �the rains descend, and the floods
come, and the winds blow, it will fall, and
the fall of it will be great� (cf. St. Matthew
7:27).  Our churches, our Archdiocese, can
only be firm and secure when we build our
institutions on the Rock, the Chief Corner-
stone Himself, Jesus Christ.

I am speaking with all of you today in
this way, because I truly desire all of us to
take a new direction in our stewardship of
our Church�s affairs.  Whether you are a
member of the Archdiocese Council, or a
member of the National Philoptochos Board,
your responsibility has a national character
and national consequences. Your offering of

time, talent and resources is deeply appre-
ciated, but there is yet even more required
of each one of us.  In order to fulfill the du-
ties which come with these weighty respon-
sibilities, we need a new vision of service.

I call it a new vision of service, but truly,
it is the same vision that the Church has
always preached and taught. It is a vision of
the Church as the Body of Christ, and of
every member of that Body as being an in-
tegral member...an important member... a
necessary member. I have said it before and
I shall say it again. The Church is a Corpus,
a Body, not a corporation. We shall always
abide by the words of the Lord and render
to Caesar the things that are Caesar�s. What-
ever legal structures this country imposes
upon the Church for the sake of civil order
will be observed stringently. But this Coun-
cil, and the Philoptochos cannot see organi-
zation to be the same thing as an organic,
vibrant growing Church.

If you will, think of the institutional
structures of the Archdiocese as the skel-
eton, the bone, of the Body. These struc-

tures allow the Body of the Faithful to have
shape, order, proportion, and movement.
But the heart of the Church, the lungs of the
Church, the mind of the Church, and all the
rest are not to be found in these bones. They
are found in the people themselves, and
because all of us are all too human, they
can vacillate between love and hate, hope
and despair, generosity and greed, forgive-
ness and bitterness, truth and falsehood. It
is on this level � not the institutional � that
the quality of our Church life is determined;
for we determine it for ourselves.

Does anyone here really believe that
God wants less for us or our children?  How
then do we find ourselves in the most pros-
perous, most free, and most blessed nation
on the face of the earth with less than we
need for? Is it because we are incapable of
achieving quality of life for ourselves. I would
dare say that the Greek Orthodox People of
America are among the most successful, if
not the most successful, grouping of per-
sons in America.  We are a prosperous, well-
educated, influential community. Of this

there can be no doubt.  But each one of us
knows families that no longer attend Church.
We have friends who are married outside
the Church; maybe the children are not even
baptized.  We know persons who have suf-
fered emotional and spiritual pain in their
lives, and for some reason, the Church has
not seemed to have been there for them. Is
it because the Church has nothing to offer?
Is God not our loving Father, Who gave His
Only-Begotten Son to die on the Cross for
the life of the world? What more could we
possibly need than His Divine and Saving
Love? Or is it that we may have lost our
way to that love?

That is why I am asking you to seek
with me a new direction, a new path back
to the basics of what it means to be a Greek
Orthodox Christian in modern America. This
has nothing to do with Greek versus English,
old world versus new world, foreign or do-
mestic. This has to do with service � diakonia
� that finds its motivation and its expres-
sion in the lived experience of the God�s
love. And this is no simple task.

It requires openness and a desire to lis-
ten to the opposite point of view.  It requires
vulnerability and the willingness to accept
that those who do not understand you may
at times hurt you. It requires a self-aware-
ness that inspires you to seek out God�s love
and forgiveness for your own needs, so that
you will be able to share them with others.
And if this all sounds abstract and intangible,
then we may have more work ahead of us
than we even think we do.

I am convinced that the only way our
Church will thrive in the new millennium is
if we live our Orthodox Faith in an authen-
tic and genuine shared experience. And it is
the very qualities of our relationships with
each other � the �how� � if you will, of our
Christian existence that will determine our
success. As leaders of the national Church,
in your various capacities, you have the ex-
traordinary capability to demonstrate to the
Archdiocese at-large that we are a Church
committed to the most elemental and fun-
damental qualities of being a Greek Ortho-
dox Christian. All of the business that comes
before your respective bodies is not busi-
ness as usual. In fact, it is not business at
all. It is the work of Christ, and the work of
His People. It is spiritual and liturgical in
nature. It is not temporal, but eternal.  It
may be conducted in this world, but it is
not of this world. And to keep this perspec-
tive is no small feat.

As an Archdiocese, we have institutions,
programs, budgets, procedures, by-laws,
committees, reports and a whole plethora
of secular-styled instruments to conduct the
work of Christ. The easy solution to prob-
lem-solving in this milieu is to superimpose
the values of the world, the same world that
manufactured these tools, over the chal-
lenges facing our Church. But then we would
miss the point, wouldn�t we?

You see, our task is really no different
from that of the Disciples and Apostles of
our Lord Jesus Christ, and our means to ac-
complish that task no different. Their task
was to preach the Gospel to every creature.
Did they invent a new language to spread
the Gospel? Or did they use the Greek of
their day to write down the Good News of
the Gospel, the Epistles and all the rest of
the Sacred Scriptures? Yes, they used the
tools that their world afforded them, but
their message was unique � a new message
of God�s saving love for the world which
the world had never heard before. A mes-
sage that the world still desperately needs
to hear today. A message that our own Greek
Orthodox Faithful need to hear again and
again, so that their lives may be ever re-
freshed and restored, as the hymn says, to
the �ancient beauty of God�s likeness.�

Think of the opportunities that we have
in our modern world. Think of the tools at

See ADDRESS on page 23
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ÍÅÁ ÕÏÑÊÇ.�Ìå íÝá óýíèåóç,
ãñÞãïñïõò ñõèìïýò, üñåîç ãéá äïõëåéÜ êáé
óå êëßìá áéóéïäïîßáò, Ýãéíå ç ðñþôç
óõíåäñßáóç ôïõ íÝïõ Áñ÷éåðéóêïðéêïý
Óõìâïõëßïõ óôéò 25-26 Óåðôåìâñßïõ,
óôïõò ÷þñïõò ôïõ Áñ÷éåðéóêïðéêïý
Êáèåäñéêïý Íáïý ôçò Áãßáò ÔñéÜäïò óôï
Ìáí÷Üôáí.

ÁðïöáóéóìÝíï íá ðñï÷ùñÞóåé ìðñïóôÜ ôï íÝï Áñ÷éåðéóêïðéêü Óõìâïýëéï

ôéóìïýò ôïõ ãéá ôï ìÝëëïí.
Ôï óõìâïýëéï áðïöÜóéóå ôçí ôñïðï-

ðïßçóç ôïõ óõíôáãìáôßïõ ôçò É. Áñ÷éåðé-
óêïðÞò þóôå íá áõîçèåß ï áñéèìüò ôùí
ìåëþí ôïõ Áñ÷éåðéóêïðéêïý Óõìâïõëßïõ
êáôÜ 20. Ç ôñïðïðïßçóç áõôÞ áðáéôåß
åðéêýñùóÞ ôçò áðü ôï Ïéêïõìåíéêü
Ðáôñéáñ÷åßï.

ÄùñåÝò
Ìå ìåãÜëï åíèïõóéáóìü êáé éêáíï-

ðïßçóç Ýãéíáí äåêôÝò ìéá óåéñÜ áðü
äùñåÝò ðñïò ôçí Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞ êáé ôá
éäñýìáôÜ ôçò.

� Ç ðñüåäñïò ôùí Ïñèüäïîùí Ìïõ-
óéêþí êáé ×ïñùäþí ê. Âßêõ ÐÜðáò
áíáêïßíùóå ôçí ðñïóöïñÜ 100.000
äïëáñßùí åê ìÝñïõò ôçò ïñãÜíùóçò, ãéá
ôçí âéâëéïèÞêç «Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò ÉÜêùâïò»
óôç ÈåïëïãéêÞ Ó÷ïëÞ.

� Ç ÅèíéêÞ Öéëüðôù÷ïò Áäåëöüôçôá
ðñüóöåñå 50.000 äïëÜñéá ãéá ôï Ôáìåßï
Õðïôñïöéþí ôçò ÈåïëïãéêÞò Ó÷ïëÞò

Ôéìßïõ Óôáõñïý.
� Ç êïéíüôçôá Áãßïõ Ãåùñãßïõ ôïõ

ÓÜïõèãêÝúô ôïõ Ìßóéãêáí ðñüóöåñå
25.000 äïëÜñéá ãéá ôçí åíßó÷õóç ôïõ
Åëëçíéêïý Êïëåãßïõ-ÈåïëïãéêÞò Ó÷ïëÞò
ôïõ Ôéìßïõ Óôáõñïý.

� Ôï æåýãïò Äçìçôñßïõ ÊáëïúäÞ áðü
ôï ¼úóôåñ ÌðÝú ôçò ÍÝáò Õüñêçò ðñü-
óöåñå 65.000 äïëÜñéá ãéá ôç äçìéïõñãßá
éáôñéêïý êÝíôñïõ ãéá ôá ðáéäéÜ ôçò
Áêáäçìßáò ôïõ Áãßïõ Âáóéëåßïõ.

� Ç êïéíüôçôá ôçò Áãßáò ÔñéÜäïò ôïõ
Ìðñßôæðïñô ôïõ ÊïíÝêôéêáô ðñüóöåñå
7.000 äïëÜñéá óôçí Áêáäçìßá ôïõ Áãßïõ
Âáóéëåßïõ, ùò õðïôñïößá ãéá ôï íåüôåñï
ìáèçôÞ ôçò áêáäçìßáò.

� Ôï ìÝëïò ôçò åêôåëåóôéêÞò åðéôñï-
ðÞò ê. ×Üñé ÐÜðáò äÞëùóå ðùò èá
êáëýøåé óôçí ïëüôçôÜ ôïõ ôï êüóôïò ôçò
ôçëåïðôéêÞò åêðïìðÞò ôçò Áñ÷éåðé-
óêïðÞò óôï êáëùäéáêü êáíÜëé Odyssey,
ãéá Ýíá ÷ñüíï.

Ôï Áñ÷éåðéóêïðéêü Óõìâïýëéï åíÝ-
êñéíå ôçí áðïäï÷Þ ôçò äùñåÜò åêôÜóåùò
10 åêôáñßùí óôçí ðåñéï÷Þ ôïõ Íôéôñüúô,
ðïõ èá ìðïñïýóå íá ÷ñçóéìïðïéçèåß ãéá
Ýäñá ôçò ÅðéóêïðÞò Íôéôñüúô. Ç áîßá ôçò
åêôÜóåùò áíÝñ÷åôáé óÞìåñá óôï Ýíá
åêáôïììýñéï äïëÜñéá.

Áðïöáóßóôçêå åðßóçò üðùò ç Åêôå-
ëåóôéêÞ ÅðéôñïðÞ áíáæçôÞóåé áðü êïéíïý
ìå ôïí Áñ÷éåðßóêïðï êáôÜëëçëç áñ÷éåðé-
óêïðéêÞ êáôïéêßá. ̧ íá Üëëï èÝìá ðïõ åß÷å
åãêñéèåß áðü ôçí ÊëçñéêïëáúêÞ ôïõ
ÏñëÜíôï êáé äéåõèåôÞèçêå Þôáí ç åðé-
óôñïöÞ 125.000 äïë. ðñïò ôç Öéëüðôù÷ï,
ãéá äéêáóôéêÜ Ýîïäá ðïõ åß÷áí ðñïêýøåé
óôï ðáñåëèüí.

ÅðéôñïðÝò
Ôç äåýôåñç ìÝñá ôùí åñãáóéþí óõã-

êñïôÞèçêáí êáé óõíåäñßáóáí ïé åðß ìÝñïõò
åðéôñïðÝò ôïõ Óõìâïõëßïõ êáé áêïëïýèùò
ðáñïõóßáóáí ôéò áíáöïñÝò ôïõò óôçí
ïëïìÝëåéá.

Ç ÅðéôñïðÞ ÅëëçíéêÞò Ðáéäåßáò
áó÷ïëÞèçêå ìå óõóôÜóåéò ôçò 34çò
ÊëçñéêïëáúêÞò ðïõ ðåñéåëÜìâáíáí ôç
äçìéïõñãßá íÝïõ åêðáéäåõôéêïý ðñïãñÜì-
ìáôïò åëëçíéêþí ãéá ôéò ôÜîåéò íçðéáãù-
ãåßïõ Ýùò êáé 8çò, ôç óõããñáöÞ âéâëßùí
áðëÞò êáèïìéëïõìÝíçò ãëþóóáò, ïñèï-
ãñáößáò êáé âéâëßùí åêêëçóéáóôéêþí
ýìíùí óôá ÅëëçíéêÜ êáé ÁããëéêÜ.

Ç ÅðéôñïðÞ äéïéêçôéêþí èåìÜôùí
áðïöÜóéóå íá óõóôÞóåé ôçí ôñïðïðïßçóç
ôïõ Åíéáßïõ Êïéíïôéêïý Êáíïíéóìïý, þóôå
óå ðåñßðôùóç åêêåíþóåùò èÝóåùò ôïõ
Áñ÷éåðéóêïðéêïý Óõìâïõëßïõ ç èÝóç íá
ðëçñþíåôáé ìå äéïñéóìü áðü ôï ÉåñÜñ÷ç
ôçò áíôßóôïé÷çò ÅðéóêïðÞò, ãéá ôïí
õðüëïéðï ÷ñüíï èçôåßáò ôïõ åí åíåñãåßá
Áñ÷éåðéóêïðéêïý Óõìâïõëßïõ.

Ç ÅðéôñïðÞ ÏéêïíïìéêÞò Åðéóôáóßáò
æÞôçóå ôçí áíáæùïãüíçóç êáé åðáíá-
ëåéôïõñãßá ôïõ ðñïãñÜììáôïò ôçò Áñ÷é-
åðéóêïðÞò ËÏÃÏÓ.

Ç ÅðéôñïðÞ ÈñçóêåõôéêÞò Ðáéäåßáò
áó÷ïëÞèçêå ìå ôï ðåíôáåôÝò ðñüãñáììá
ó÷åäéáóìïý ðïõ åß÷å ðñïôáèåß áðü ôïí
äéåõèõíôÞ ôïõ ôìÞìáôïò ð. ÖñÜíê Ìá-
ñÜíãêï, óôçí ôåëåõôáßá ÊëçñéêïëáúêÞ
ÓõíÝëåõóç.

Óôçí ÅðéôñïðÞ Åðéêïéíùíéþí ôïíß-
óôçêå ç óçìáóßá ôçò Üìåóçò åðáöÞò
ìåôáîý ôçò Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò êáé êïéíïôÞôùí
ìÝóù ôçëåïìïéïôõðéêþí ìç÷áíþí êáé
çëåêôñïíéêþí õðïëïãéóôþí êáé ôïõ
äéáäõêôßïõ (Éíôåñíåô) êáé ôçí áíÜãêç
áðüêôçóçò ôÝôïéùí óõóêåõþí áðü üëåò
ôéò êïéíüôçôåò. Ìå óêïðü ôç ðñïóÝããéóç
ôçò íåïëáßáò ìáò, ðñüôåéíå ôç äçìéïõñãßá
èåóìïý êáé ðñïêÞñõîç äéáãùíéóìïý
Ýêèåóçò ãéá ôï Ïéêïõìåíéêü Ðáôñéáñ÷åßï
ìå Ýðáèëá õðïôñïößåò êáé ôáîßäéá óôï
ÖáíÜñé.

Ç ÅðéôñïðÞ Éåñáðïóôïëéêïý Ýñãïõ
ðñüôåéíå ôç äçìéïõñãßá áðü ôéò êïéíü-
ôçôåò êáôáëüãùí üóùí Ý÷ïõí áðïìá-
êñõíèåß áðü ôçí Åêêëçóßá, ãéá íá ÷ñçóéìï-
ðïéçèïýí óôï éåñáðïóôïëéêü Ýñãï êáé íá
ðñïóåëêõèïýí êáé ðÜëé óôïõò êüëðïõò
ôçò Åêêëçóßáò.

Ç ÅðéôñïðÞ Ïéêïõìåíéêþí êáé Äéïñ-
èüäïîùí ó÷Ýóåùí áó÷ïëÞèçêå ìå ôéò
ðáñáìÝôñïõò ôùí Ïéêïõìåíéêþí ó÷Ýóåùí
êáé óõæÞôçóå ôñüðïõò êïéíïý ÷ñéóôéá-
íéêïý ãéïñôáóìïý ôçò ×éëéåôçñßäïò.

Ç ÅðéôñïðÞ Íåïëáßáò áó÷ïëÞèçêå ìå

ôïõ Óôáýñïõ Ðáðáãåñìáíïý

¹ôáí ðñïöáíÝò üôé üëá ôá ìÝëç
âñßóêïíôáí åêåß ìå ìüíï óêïðü íá õðçñå-
ôÞóïõí ôá óõìöÝñïíôá êáé ôá ðñïãñÜì-
ìáôá ôçò É. Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò êáé íá åñãáó-
èïýí áíéäéïôåëþò ãéá ôçí ðñüïäï ôçò
Åëëçíïñèüäïîçò Åêêëçóßáò ìáò óôçí
ÁìåñéêÞ.

Ôï äéÞìåñï ôùí åñãáóéþí ôïõ Áñ÷éåðé-
óêïðéêïý Óõìâïõëßïõ êáé ôïõ Åèíéêïý
Óõìâïõëßïõ ôçò Öéëïðôþ÷ïõ Áäåëöü-
ôçôïò Üñ÷éóå ôï ðñùß ôçò ÐáñáóêåõÞò ìå
óýíôïìç áêïëïõèßá ðñïóåõ÷Þò. Áêïëïý-
èçóå ç åéóáãùãéêÞ ïìéëßá ôïõ Óåâ.
Áñ÷éåðéóêüðïõ ÁìåñéêÞò ê. Óðõñßäùíá êáé
áìÝóùò ìåôÜ ç ôåëåôÞ ôçò åãêáèßäñõóçò
ôùí íÝùí ìåëþí.

ÍÝá Óåëßäá
Óôçí ïìéëßá ôïõ ï Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò

åîÝöñáóå ôçí áíçóõ÷ßá ôïõ ãéá ôï ìÝëëïí
ôçò íåïëáßáò ìáò êáé ôçò Åëëçíïñèüäïîçò
ïéêïãÝíåéáò óôçí ÁìåñéêÞ ðïõ âïìâáñ-
äßæåôáé êáèçìåñéíÜ áðü ðëçñïöïñßåò,
êåíôñßóìáôá êáé ðáñáðëçñïöüñçóç,
áöÞíïíôáò ëßãá ðåñéèþñéá êáé ÷ñüíï ãéá
ðíåõìáôéêÞ áíÜôáóç.

Óå Üëëï óçìåßï ôçò ïìéëßáò ôïõ ï
Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò åîÝöñáóå ôçí åðéèõìßá
ôïõ ãéá ìéá íÝá óåëßäá, ìéá íÝá ðïñåßá óôç
äéáêïíßá üëùí ôùí ðéóôþí êáé éäéáßôåñá
üóùí óõììåôÝ÷ïõí óôá áíþôåñá üñãáíá
ôçò Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò. «...Æçôþ áð�üëïõò
óáò íá âáäßóïõìå ìáæß óå ìéá íÝá êáôåý-
èõíóç, îåêéíþíôáò áðü ôá âáóéêÜ êáé
óôïé÷åéþäç ôïõ ôé óçìáßíåé íá åßíáé êáíåßò
óÞìåñá Åëëçíïñèüäïîïò ×ñéóôéáíüò...êÜôé
ðïõ ðçãÜæåé êé åêäçëþíåôáé êýñéá ìÝóá
áðü ôçí áãÜðç ôïõ ×ñéóôïý». Ôüíéóå
éäéáßôåñá üôé ç Åêêëçóßá äåí åßíáé, ïýôå
ðñÝðåé íá èåùñåßôáé ùò åôáéñåßá, åðé÷åß-
ñçóç Þ Üëëç ëáúêÞò ìïñöÞò ïñãÜíùóç. «Ç
Åêêëçóßá,ôüíéóå, åßíáé ôï Óþìá ôïõ
×ñéóôïý».

ÐáñáãùãéêÝò óõíåäñéÜóåéò
Ìå Ýêäçëç áßóèçóç åõèýíçò êáé

óõíÝðåéáò óôéò ðáñáäüóåéò êáé ôéò
ðñïóôáãÝò ôçò Åêêëçóßáò ìáò ðñïóÞëèáí
óôç óõíåäñßáóç ôá ìÝëç ôïõ Áñ÷éåðéóêï-
ðéêïý Óõìâïõëßïõ.

Ç ïëïìÝëåéá ôïõ Áñ÷éåðéóêïðéêïý
Óõìâïõëßïõ åîÝëåîå ôçí ÅêôåëåóôéêÞ
ÅðéôñïðÞ ìå ôçí åîÞò óýíèåóç: Áñ÷éåðß-
óêïðïò Óðõñßäùí-Ðñüåäñïò, Ôæïí Êáôóé-
ìáôßäçò-Áíôéðñüåäñïò, Ðßôåñ ÐÜðáò-
ÃñáììáôÝáò, Íéê Ìðïýñáò-Ôáìßáò êáé
ìÝëç: ¢íôñéïõ ¢èåíò, Ôæïñôæ Ìðå÷ñÜêçò,
ÌÜúêë Êáíôþíçò, ×Üñé ÐÜðáò, ÔæÝúìò
Ðáýëïò êáé Ôæïñôæ ÓÜöéïë.

Ôï óõìâïýëéï ðáñáêïëïýèçóå êáé
åíÝêñéíå ôéò áíáöïñÝò ôïõ ôìÞìáôïò
ïéêïíïìéêþí õðïèÝóåùí, ôïõ ôìÞìáôïò
ðëçñïöïñéêÞò, Éùíéêïý ×ùñéïý, ôïõ ð.
ÃáâñéÞë ÊáñÜìðç óå ó÷Ýóç ìå ôçí 34ç
ÊëçñéêïëáúêÞ, êáé ôïõ íÝïõ ðñïÝäñïõ ôïõ
Åëëçíéêïý Êïëåãßïõ-ÈåïëïãéêÞò Ó÷ïëÞò
ôïõ Ôéìßïõ Óôáõñïý ð. Äáìáóêçíïý
ÃêáíÜ, ðïõ áíáöÝñèçêå óôç óçìåñéíÞ
êáôÜóôáóç óôç Ó÷ïëÞ êáé ôïõò ïñáìá-

ÍÅÁ ÕÏÑÊÇ.� Óõíåäñßáóå óôéò 24
Óåðôåìâñßïõ óôçí Ýäñá ôçò É. Áñ÷éåðé-
óêïðÞò ÁìåñéêÞò, ç ÉåñÜ Åðáñ÷éáêÞ
Óýíïäïò õðü ôçí ðñïåäñßá ôïõ Óåâ.
Áñ÷éåðéóêüðïõ ÁìåñéêÞò ê. Óðõñßäùíá.

ÌåôÜ áðü óýíôïìç åéóçãçôéêÞ ïìéëßá
ôïõ Áñ÷éåðéóêüðïõ ç Óýíïäïò ðÝñáóå óôçí
åðß ìÝñïõò åîÝôáóç êáé áíÜëõóç ôùí
èåìÜôùí ôçò Çìåñçóßáò ÄéÜôáîçò, ðïõ
ðåñéëÜìâáíå ïêôþ èåìáôïëïãéêÝò åíüôçôåò:
� Áîéïëüãçóç ôùí åñãáóéþí êáé ðïñéóìÜ-
ôùí ôçò 34çò ÊëçñéêïëáúêÞò ÓõíÝëåõóçò.
� ÇèéêÞ êáé õëéêÞ õðïóôÞñéîç ðñïò ôéò
ÉåñáðïóôïëéêÝò Ìçôñïðüëåéò ôïõ Ïéêïõ-
ìåíéêïý Ðáôñéáñ÷åßïõ (×ïíãê Êïíãê êáé
ÐáíáìÜ).
� Áîéïëüãçóç êáé ðåñáéôÝñù ðñïáãùãÞ
ó÷Ýóåùí ìå Üëëåò Ïñèüäïîåò Åêêëçóßåò
(ìåôáîý Üëëùí, ïéêïíïìéêÞ åíßó÷õóç ãéá
ôç ëåéôïõñãßá ôïõ Óåìéíáñßïõ ôïõ Áã.
Ãåñìáíïý óôçí ÁëÜóêá).
� Áîéïëüãçóç ôïðéêþí Èåïëïãéêþí
Äéáëüãùí ìå ôïõò åôåñüäïîïõò. Äéáðé-
óôþèçêå ç áíÜãêç óõíÝ÷éóçò ôùí Äéáëü- � óåë. 12

ÖèéíïðùñéíÞ Óõíåäñßá
ôçò ÉåñÜò Åðáñ÷éáêÞò Óõíüäïõ

ãùí áõôþí óå ôïðéêü åðßðåäï êáé ç
äéáôÞñçóç êëßìáôïò óõíåñãáóßáò.
� Ìåéêôïß ãÜìïé, ùò êïéíü èÝìá üëùí ôùí
Ïñèïäüîùí ôçò ÁìåñéêÞò êáé ç êáôç÷çôéêÞ
êáé ëïéðÞ áíôéìåôþðéóÞ ôïõò.
� Åïñôáóôéêü ðñüãñáììá ãéá ôï Ýôïò 2000
ôüóï óå Áñ÷éåðéóêïðéêü, üóï êáé óå
Åðéóêïðéêü êáé êïéíïôéêü åðßðåäï.
� ÉåñÜ ÈåïëïãéêÞ Ó÷ïëÞ ôïõ Ôéìßïõ
Óôáõñïý óôç Âïóôþíç (ÄéïéêçôéêÜ èÝìá-
ôá, äéäáêôéêü ðñïóùðéêü, ðñüãñáììá
óðïõäþí êëð.)
� ËåéôïõñãéêÞ ïìïéïìïñößá (ºäéï êåßìåíï
áããëéêÞò ìåôÜöñáóçò ôïõ <Ðéóôåýù> êáé
ôïõ <ÐÜôåñ çìþí> êáé óôáäéáêÜ ôùí
Ëåéôïõñãéêþí âéâëßùí ãéÜ üëïõò ôïõò
Ïñèïäüîïõò).

¸ãéíå äéåîïäéêÞ óõæÞôçóç ãýñù áðü
êÜèå èÝìá ôçò Çìåñçóßáò ÄéÜôáîçò êáé
åëÞöèçóáí áðïöÜóåéò ðïõ óôï÷åýïõí
óôçí êáôáëëçëüôåñç áíôéìåôþðéóç êáé
ðñïþèçóç ôùí èåìÜôùí ôçò Åêêëçóßáò óå
óôåíÞ ðÜíôïôå óõíåñãáóßá ìåôáîý Áñ÷é-
åðéóêüðïõ êáé É. Åðáñ÷éáêÞò Óõíüäïõ.

Ôá ìÝëç ôïõ íÝïõ Áñ÷éåðéóêïðéêïý Óõìâïõëßïõ åñãÜóôçêáí ìå óýìðíïéá êáé åíüôçôá
ãéá ôç ðñïþèçóç ôùí óêïðþí ôçò Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò, Ý÷ïíôáò ðëÞñç óõíåßäçóç ôïõ éåñïý
Ýñãïõ ðïõ áíáëáìâÜíïõí.    (Öùô. Äçì. ÐáíÜãïõ)
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Ï ÁÃÉÏÓ ÊÕÐÑÉÁÍÏÓ

ôïõ êáè. Ãåùñãßïõ ÌðåìðÞ

Ï ê. Ãåþñãéïò Ó. ÌðåìðÞò åßíáé êáèçãçôÞò
Ðáôñïëïãßáò,óôçí ÈåïëïãéêÞ Ó÷ïëÞ ôïõ Ôéìßïõ
Óôáõñïý, ôçò É. Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò ÁìåñéêÞò.

Ó ôéò 2 Ïêôùâñßïõ, ç Åêêëçóßá, ìå ìåãÜëï
óåâáóìü êáé ïëüøõ÷ï èáõìáóìü
ðñïâÜëëåé êáé ôéìÜ ôïí ðÜìöùôï ìÜñôõñá,

ôïí óïöü ÉåñÜñ÷ç, ôïí Üãéï Êõðñéáíü, åðßóêïðï
Êáñ÷çäüíïò.

ÌåãÜëç ç ðüëç ôçò Êáñ÷çäüíïò ôïí ôñßôï áéþíá,
êåéìÝíç óôç Âüñåéá ÁöñéêÞ, åêåß ðïõ óÞìåñá åßíáé ç
Ëéâýç, áðïôåëïýóå ôï ðïëéôéêü êáé ðïëéôéóôéêü
êáý÷çìá ôçò ðáíßó÷õñçò ÑùìáúêÞò Áõôïêñáôïñßáò
êáé ôï ëáìðåñü äéáìÜíôé ôçò áñ÷áßáò Ïñèïäüîïõ
êáèïëéêÞò Åêêëçóßáò.

Ï Óïöüò Åðßóêïðïò ôçò Êáñ÷çäüíïò

«...ôçò óïößáò áêñüðïëéò...ôùí
Åêêëçóéþí ç åõðñÝðåéá...»

Óôçí Ýíäïîç áõôÞ ðüëç ãåííÞèçêå ï Üãéïò
Êõðñéáíüò, êáôÜ ðÜóá ðéèáíüôçôá ìåôáîý 200 êáé
210 ì.×. Êáôáãüôáí áðü åðéöáíÞ ïéêïãÝíåéá êáé
áîéþèçêå íá ëÜâåé ëáìðñÞ ìüñöùóç, ãåíüìåíïò
êÜôï÷ïò ôçò ÅëëçíéêÞò êáé ËáôéíéêÞò öéëïëïãßáò ôçò
åðï÷Þò ôïõ. ÔåëéêÜ áíáäåß÷èçêå «ñÞôùñ» äçëáäÞ
äéêçãüñïò êáé åîÜóêçóå ôï åðÜããåëìÜ ôïõ ìå ìåãÜëç
åðéôõ÷ßá. Åí ôù ìåôáîý æïýóå ôç êïóìéêÞ æùÞ ôçò
íåïëáßáò ôçò åðï÷Þò ôïõ. Ôï áîéïèáýìáóôï
ðáñÜäåéãìá áãéüôçôáò ôùí ÷ñéóôéáíþí ôçò Êáñ÷ç-
äüíïò êáé ç óïöÞ êáèïäçãçôéêÞ óõìðáñÜóôáóç ôïõ
ðñåóâõôÝñïõ Êáéêéëßïõ ïäÞãçóáí, ôåëéêÜ, ôïí
Êõðñéáíü óôéò óôïñãéêÝò áãêÜëåò ôçò áãéïôÜôçò
Åêêëçóßáò ôçò Êáñ÷çäüíïò.

Ê õñéïëåêôéêÜ ðáñáäüèçêå ï Êõðñéáíüò
óôçí óþæïõóá ÷Üñç ôïõ ×ñéóôïý.
Ìïßñáóå ôçí ðåñéïõóßá ôïõ, êáôÝöõãå

óôçí Ýñçìï ãéá ðíåõìáôéêÞ ðåñéóõëëïãÞ, åìâÜèõíå
óôçí åðéìåëÞ ìåëÝôç ôùí Áãßùí Ãñáöþí êáé
óðïýäáóå ôá ðåñßöçìá óõããñÜììáôá ôïõ ìåãáëý-
ôåñïõ èåïëüãïõ ôçò Âïñåßïõ ÁöñéêÞò ôïõ Ôåñôõë-
ëéáíïý, ôïí ïðïßï êáé áðïêáëïýóå äéäÜóêáëü ôïõ.
Ôñßá ÷ñüíéá ìåôÜ ôç âÜðôéóÞ ôïõ åîåëÝãç äéÜ âïÞò
åðßóêïðïò Êáñ÷çäüíïò. (ôï 249 ì.×.). «Ôïí Êõðñéá-
íüí åðßóêïðïí» öþíáîå ï ëáüò êé Ýôóé Ýãéíå. Ç äñÜóç
ôïõ Þôáí Üìåóç êáé üíôùò êáôáðëçêôéêÞ. Êáé
ìïëïíüôé áíáãêÜóôçêå åê ôùí ðñáãìÜôùí íá
åãêáôáëåßøåé ôçí Êáñ÷çäüíá êáôÜ ôïí äéùãìü ôïõ
áõôïêñÜôïñá Äåêßïõ ôï 250, åí ôïýôïéò áíáäåß÷èçêå
óå áîéïèáýìáóôï ðïéìÝíá ôçò ôïðéêÞò Åêêëçóßáò.

ÓõãêÜëåóå ôñåßò ôïðéêÝò Óõíüäïõò ãéá ôá
èåïëïãéêÜ êáé êáíïíéêÜ ðñïâëÞìáôá ôçò åðï÷Þò ôïõ,
åðÝäåéîå ðñùôïöáíÞ áãÜðç êáé öñïíôßäá ãéá ôïõò
öôù÷ïýò êáé ôïõò êáôáôñåãìÝíïõò, ðáñáóôÜèçêå
óôïõò äñüìïõò ôçò ðüëçò óå áõôïýò ðïõ ðÝèáéíáí
áðü ôçí åíóêÞøáóá ðáíþëç êáé ôáõôü÷ñïíá
óõíÝãñáøå âéâëßá ãéá íá åíéó÷ýóåé ôçí ðßóôç ôïõ

ðïéìíßïõ ôïõ. ÁëëÜ ç æùÞ ôïõ áãßïõ Êõðñéáíïý äåí
Þôáí åýêïëç, êáèüëïõ åýêïëç. ÅóùôåñéêÜ ó÷ßóìáôá
êáé áéñÝóåéò óôçí Êáñ÷çäüíá êáôÝóôçóáí ôçí
ðïéìáíôïñßá ôïõ ôñáãéêÜ áíõðüöïñç. ÕðÞñ÷áí
êëçñéêïß êáé ëáúêïß, ïé ïðïßïé äåí õðïóôÞñéîáí ôçí
åêëïãÞ ôïõ óôï åðéóêïðéêü áîßùìá ôüóï óýíôïìá.
ÕðÞñ÷áí ïìïëïãçôÝò ôçò ðßóôåùò, ðïõ åðÝæçóáí
ôùí âáóáíéóôçñßùí êáé ôùí äéùãìþí êáé íüìéæáí
üôé åß÷áí ôï äéêáßùìá íá ðáñÝ÷ïõí Üöåóç áìáñôéþí.
ÕðÞñ÷áí ïé áéñåôéêïß êáé ó÷éóìáôéêïß, ïé ïðïßïé
åðáíåñ÷üìåíïé óôç êáèïëéêÞ Ïñèüäïîç Åêêëçóßá
áðáéôïýóáí íá ìçí áíáâáðôéóèïýí. ÕðÞñ÷å ç
Åêêëçóßá ôçò Ñþìçò êáé ìÜëéóôá ï åðßóêïðïò Ñþìçò
ÓôÝöáíïò, ï ïðïßïò ðñüâáëå ôï Ñùìáúêü ðñùôåßï
êáé äéáöùíïýóå, Ýíôïíá ìå ôçí åðéìïíÞ ôïõ
Êõðñéáíïý íá äÝ÷åôáé ôïõò åðéóôñÝöïíôåò óôçí
Ïñèüäïîç êáèïëéêÞ Åêêëçóßá äéÜ ôïõ áíáâáðôéóìïý.

Ó å üëåò áõôÝò ôéò ðåñéðôþóåéò, ï Üãéïò
Êõðñéáíüò ðáñÝìåéíå áêëüíçôïò óôéò
èÝóåéò ôïõ. Ç Ïñèüäïîç Åêêëçóßá äåí

áêïëïõèåß ôçí ðñáêôéêÞ ôïõ áãßïõ Êõðñéáíïý êáé
äåí áíáâáðôßæåé, êáôÜ ðëåéïøçößá, ôïõò åðéóôñÝ-
öïíôåò óôçí ðïßìíç ôçò. ÁëëÜ ôéìÜ êáé ãåñáßñåé ôç
ìíÞìç ôïõ, ü÷é ìüíï ãéá ôçí áãéüôçôá ôïõ âßïõ ôïõ,
ü÷é ìüíï ãéá ôçí ïñèïäïîßá ôïõ, ü÷é ìüíï ãéá ôï
ìáñôýñéü ôïõ, áëëÜ êáé äéüôé óôá óïöÜ óõããñÜììáôÜ
ôïõ äéáôýðùóå, áíåðáíÜëçðôá êáé üíôùò åðéãñáì-
ìáôéêÜ âáóéêÝò áëÞèåéåò êáé äüãìáôá ôçò Ïñèïäüîïõ
êáèïëéêÞò Åêêëçóßáò. Óôçí ðåñßöçìç 73ç åðéóôïëÞ
ôïõ åîÝöñáóå ôçí ðÜãêïéíç Ïñèüäïîç åêêëç-
óéïëïãéêÞ áëÞèåéá, üôé «åêôüò ôçò Åêêëçóßáò äåí
õðÜñ÷åé óùôçñßá» (êåö. 21). Óôï ðáóßãíùóôï âéâëßï
ôïõ «Ðåñß ôçò åíüôçôïò ôçò êáèïëéêÞò åêêëçóßáò»
äéáêçñýôôåé, üôé äåí ìðïñåß êáíåßò íá Ý÷åé ôïí Èåü
ùò ÐáôÝñá ôïõ, áí äåí Ý÷åé ðñþôá ôçí Åêêëçóßá ùò
ÌçôÝñá. Áêüìç ðåñéóóüôåñï, ãéá ôïí Üãéï Êõðñéáíü
ç Êéâùôüò ôïõ Íþå áðïôåëåß åîáßñåôç áðåéêüíéóç
ôçò åí ×ñéóôþ óùôçñßáò, ðïõ ìüíï óôçí Åêêëçóßá
âñßóêåé ôçí ïëïêëÞñùóç ôçò (êåö. 6). Êáé óôçí 69ç
åðéóôïëÞ ôïõ ãñÜöåé êáé ðÜëé, «¼óïé Ý÷ïõí
áðïìáêñõíèåß áðü ôçí áãÜðç êáé ôçí åíüôçôá ôçò
êáèïëéêÞò Åêêëçóßáò ãßíïíôáé å÷èñïß ôïõ Êõñßïõ êáé
áíôß÷ñéóôïé» (êåö.1).

Ï ðùóäÞðïôå ôï ôÝëïò ôïõ áãßïõ Êõðñéáíïý
õðÞñîå ìáñôõñéêü. Áðïêåöáëßóôçêå óôç
Êáñ÷çäüíá óôéò 14 Óåðôåìâñßïõ 258. Êáé

ç Åêêëçóßá, åðÜîéá, øÜëëåé óôçí ðáíÜãéá ìíÞìç ôïõ.
«Ùò éåñÜñ÷çí ôßìéïí, êáé áõëçôÞí óôåññüôáôïí, ç
ïéêïõìÝíç áîßùò ãåñáßñåé óå, ÊõðñéáíÝ áïßäéìå...»

ôç ðñüïäï óôï ÷þñï ôçò íåïëáßáò, ôç äçìéïõñãßá êáé ôï
ðåñéå÷üìåíï éóôïóåëßäáò ãéá ôïõò íÝïõò óôï Éíôåñíåô êáé
ôïí ðñïãñáììáôéóìü ôçò åôÞóéáò óõíÝëåõóçò óõìâïýëùí
íåïëáßáò.

Ç ÅðéôñïðÞ ËáôñåõôéêÞò êáé ËåéôïõñãéêÞò ïìïéï-
ìïñößáò åîÝöñáóå ôçí áíÜãêç íá áíôéìåôùðéóôåß ôï
ðñüâëçìá ôçò ëåéôïõñãéêÞò êáé ëáôñåõôéêÞò ïìïéï-
ìïñößáò óå üëåò áíåîáéñÝôùò ôéò êïéíüôçôåò ôçò É.
Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò þóôå íá áðïöåýãåôáé ç óýã÷õóç óå
ó÷Ýóç ìå ëáôñåõôéêÜ æçôÞìáôá. Ðñüôåéíå åðßóçò ôç
÷ñÞóç êïéíþí ìåôáöñÜóåùí óôá ÁããëéêÜ áðü üëåò ôéò
êïéíüôçôåò.

Ç ÅðéôñïðÞ Íïìéêþí ÈåìÜôùí ðñüôåéíå ôç
ôñïðïðïßçóç ôïõ åôáéñéêïý ðéóôïðïéçôéêïý ôçò
Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò þóôå íá áíôéêáôïðôñßæåé ôç íÝá
ïíïìáóßá. Ðñüôåéíå åðßóçò üðùò ç Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞ
öñïíôßóåé ãéá ôçí áíáãíþñéóÞ ôçò áðü ôçí ðïëéôåßá ôçò
ÍÝáò Õüñêçò ùò Éåñáñ÷éêÞò Åêêëçóßáò.

Ôï ìÝëëïí êáé ôï üñáìá
Ôçí ðëÞñç éêáíïðïßçóÞ ôïõ áðü ôéò åñãáóßåò ôïõ

Óõìâïõëßïõ åîÝöñáóå ï áíôéðñüåäñïò ê. Ôæïí Êáôóé-
ìáôßäçò. <Åßìáé ðåñÞöáíïò ãé� áõôü ðïõ êáôïñèþóáìå>
äÞëùóå ëßãï ðñéí ôï êëåßóéìï ôùí åñãáóéþí. Êáé óõíÝ÷éóå:
<ÓõíáíôçèÞêáìå ìÝóá óå ðíåýìá åõèýôçôáò êé� áãÜðçò.
Êáèéåñþóáìå ìéá ôáêôéêÞ äéáöÜíåéáò. Áíôéìåôùðßóáìå
ìå åéëéêñßíåéá ôá ðñïâëÞìáôá êáé ôéò äéáöùíßåò ìáò>. Êé
áíáöåñüìåíïò ó� üóïõò äéáöùíïýí êé� áíôéóôñáôåýïíôáé
ôéò åðéëïãÝò ôçò Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò äÞëùóå üôé ôá ôõ÷üí
÷Üóìáôá ìðïñïýí íá ãåöõñùèïýí üôáí õðÜñ÷åé èÝëçóç
êáé óýìðíïéá.

Ï Óåâ. Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò ÁìåñéêÞò ê. Óðõñßäùí
êëåßíïíôáò ôéò åñãáóßåò ôçò óõíåäñßáóçò ôüíéóå:
<Åõãíùìïíþ ôï Èåü ãéá ôéò äõï áõôÝò ìÝñåò ðïõ
ðåñÜóáìå ìáæß, åðéôåëþíôáò ôï äéêü Ôïõ Ýñãï.
ÓõíáíôçèÞêáìå ìå áãÜðç ùò ìéá åí ×ñéóôþ ïéêïãÝíåéá>.
Êáé óõíÝ÷éóå ðáñïôñýíïíôáò ôá ìÝëç ôïõ Áñ÷éåðé-
óêïðéêïý Óõìâïõëßïõ íá ìåôáöÝñïõí ôï ìÞíõìá áãÜðçò
êáé åíüôçôïò óôéò åðéóêïðÝò êáé óôéò êïéíüôçôÝò ôïõò:
<... áãêáëéÜóôå ìå èÝñìç êé� áãÜðç ×ñéóôïý ôï ìÝëëïí
êáé ôï üñáìá ôçò ÅëëçíéêÞò Ïñèüäïîçò Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò
ìáò>.
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Ôï íÝï Áñ÷éåðéóêïðéêü Óõìâïýëéï

ÅéóÞãçóç ôçò Á.È.Ð. ôïõ Ïéêïõìåíéêïý ÐáôñéÜñ÷ç ê.ê.Âáñèïëïìáßïõ ðñïò ôçí ÉåñÜ Óýíáîç ôïõ Ïéêïõìåíéêïý Èñüíïõ

29 Áõãïýóôïõ 1998
Éåñþôáôïé áäåëöïß åí Êõñßù êáé óõëëåéôïõñãïß,
×Üñéôé Èåïý åõñéóêüìåèá êáé ðÜëéí óõíçãìÝíïé åéò ôïí

éåñüí ôïýôïí ôüðïí ôïõ ìáñôõñßïõ êáé ôçò èõóßáò, ßíá
áíáèçóþìåèá áëëÞëïéò ôá ôå êáôÜ ôçí ðñïëáâïýóáí
äéåôßáí ðáñÜ ëüãïí áðáíôÞóáíôá ðñÜãìáôá êáé ôùí çèþí
ôá äõóìåôá÷åßñéóôá êáé üðùò ôáýôá Ýêáóôïò çìþí
äéÝèçêåí, þóôå êáé ôï åóöáëìÝíùò ðïôÝ ãåíüìåíüí ôéíé ôç
êñßóåé ôùí ðïëëþí áðïêáëõöèÞíáé êáé ôï êáôïñèùèÝí
ôç ìáñôõñßá ôùí ðëåéüíùí âåâáéùèÞíáé, ßíá ôçí
öñáóåïëïãßáí ôïõ ÌåãÜëïõ Âáóéëåßïõ, áíáëüãùò
ðñïóçñìïóìÝíçí, ÷ñçóéìïðïéÞóùìåí (¼ñïé êáôÜ ðëÜôïò,
Áðïêñ. ÍÄ´).

Ïöåßëïìåí åõ÷áñéóôßáò ðñïò ôïí Êýñéïí çìþí äéüôé
å÷áñßóáôï çìßí ôçí ðáñåëèïýóáí äéåôßáí ðëÞñç áãþíùí,
áëëÜ êáé äéüôé óõíÞãáãåí çìÜò êáé ðÜëéí åðß ôï áõôü. Áëë�
ïöåßëïìåí êáé üðùò ìíçóèþìåí ôùí áäåëöþí çìþí ôùí
áðüíôùí áö� åíüò ìåí ëüãù åêäçìßáò ðñïò Êýñéïí, áö�
åôÝñïõ äå ëüãù ðáíôïßùí êùëõìÜôùí. ÕðÝñ ôùí ðñþôùí
äéáðýñùò åõ÷üìåèá üðùò ï öéëÜíèñùðïò Êýñéïò çìþí
áíáðáýóç ôáò øõ÷Üò áõôþí, óõã÷ùñþí áõôïßò ðáí
ðëçììÝëçìá åêïýóéïí ôå êáé áêïýóéïí, ðñïò äå ôïõò
äåõôÝñïõò áðåõèýíïìåí åãêÜñäéïí ÷áéñåôéóìüí, äçëïýíôåò
üôé èåùñïýìåí áõôïßò ðáñüíôåò ôù ðíåýìáôé.

ÊáôÜ ôçí ðáñåëèïýóáí äéåôßáí ç ïñèüäïîïò áëÞèåéá
áíåæçôÞèç õðü ðïëëþí. Ïé ðÜíôåò, âåâáßùò, ðñïóåðá-

ÌÅÑÏÓ ÐÑÙÔÏ èÞóáìåí íá äþóùìåí åéò ôïõò áéôïýíôáò ëüãïí ðåñß ôçò
åí çìßí åëðßäïò, áëë� áé áðáíôÞóåéò çìþí ðïëëÜêéò
çêïýóèçóáí ìåôÜ óêåðôéêéóìïý, äéüôé ïé áêñïáôáß çìþí
åíßïôå ìåí äéçñùôþíôï, êáôÜ ôß äéÝöåñïí ôùí áðáíôÞóåùí
ôùí Üëëùí Ïìïëïãéþí áé çìÝôåñáé, åíßïôå äå äéçðüñïõí
åÜí Ýäåé íá äþóïõí ìåãáëõôÝñáí ðßóôéí åéò ôá Ýñãá çìþí
Þ åéò ôïõò ëüãïõò çìþí, ôïýôï äå ïóÜêéò äéåðßóôïõí
äéÜóôáóéí ìåôáîý áõôþí êáé åêåßíùí.

 Ôïýôï Þãáãåí çìÜò üðùò ïñßóùìåí ùò ãåíéêüí èÝìá
ôçò ðáñïýóçò ÓõíÜîåùò çìþí ôï Þäç áíáêïéíùèÝí õìßí:
«Åí åðéãíþóåé Ïñèüäïîïé». Äéüôé ç Ïñèüäïîïò Åêêëçóßá
êáé çìåßò ïé äéáêïíïýíôåò åí áõôÞ ôïí ëüãïí ôçò áëçèåßáò,
Ý÷ïìåí ëüãïí õðÜñîåùò ìüíïí åÜí ðñïóöÝñùìåí åéò ôïí
êüóìïí ôçí üíôùò áêñáéöíÞ áëÞèåéáí, ìüíïí åÜí ôï öþò
çìþí, ôï ïðïßïí ëÜìðåé Ýìðñïóèåí ôùí áíèñþðùí, åßíáé
ôï ãíÞóéïí êáé êáèáñüí öþò ôïõ ×ñéóôïý, ôïýè� üðåñ,
âåâáßùò, êáé óõíéóôÜ ôçí Ïñèïäïîßáí. ÁõôÞí ôçí
êåêáèáñìÝíçí ðñïóöïñÜí äõíÜìåèá íá ðñïóöÝñùìåí
ìüíïí åÜí çìåßò ðñüôåñïí êáèáñèþìåí, êáôÜ ôï õðü ôïõ
ðñïêáôü÷ïõ çìþí Áãßïõ Ãñçãïñßïõ ëå÷èÝí^ «öùôéóèÞíáé
äåß ðñþôïí êáé åßôá öùôßóáé». Âåâáßùò äåí åõñéóêüìåèá
åí ôù óêüôåé. Æþìåí åí ôù öùôß ôïõ ×ñéóôïý êáé ôçò
Ïñèïäüîïõ Åêêëçóßáò. Áëë� ï âáèìüò ôçò õö� çìþí
ïéêåéþóåùò ôïõ èåßïõ öùôüò Þ ìÜëëïí ôçò åí çìßí åðéëÜì-
øåùò áõôïý äéáöÝñåé ïõ÷ß ìüíïí áðü ôïõ åíüò åéò ôïí
Üëëïí, áëëÜ êáé åíôüò åíüò åêÜóôïõ áðü óôéãìÞò åéò
óôéãìÞí. Ôïýôï äéüôé ç ôåëåéüôçò êáé ôùí ôåëåßùí åßíáé
üíôùò áôÝëåóôïò êáé Üñá ç ðñïò ôï èåßïí öþò ðïñåßá

çìþí Þ ìÜëëïí ç ôïõ èåßïõ öùôüò åö� çìÜò Ýëëáìøéò åßíáé
åí áôåëåõôÞôù ðñïüäù. ÁõôÞò äå ôçò ðñïüäïõ ôçí
åðßóðåõóéí êáé åðßôåõîéí óêïðåß êáé ç ðáñïýóá Óýíáîéò,
ç åßò ôï ðñïìíçóèÝí êåöáëáéþäåò èÝìá áöéåñùìÝíç.

Ôïõ èÝìáôïò ôïýôïõ åéäéêÜò ðôõ÷Üò áíÝëáâïí
ðñïöñüíùò êáé ðñïèýìùò üðùò áíáðôýîïõí ïé Üãéïõ
áäåëöïß Êõäùíßáò êáé Áðïêïñþíïõ ê. Åéñçíáßïò, Éåñáðü-
ëåùò ê. Áíôþíéïò, Ãåñìáíßáò ê. Áõãïõóôßíïò êáé Áßíïõ ê.
ÌÜîéìïò, ìåôÜ ôçí ãåíéêÞí åéóÞãçóéí åðß ôïõ êåíôñéêïý
èÝìáôïò, ôçí ïðïßáí ìåôÜ ôçí çìåôÝñáí åéóÞãçóéí èá
áêïýóùìåí áðü ôùí ÷åéëÝùí ôïõ á´ ôç ôÜîåé ôçò Éåñáñ÷ßáò
ôïõ Èñüíïõ ÉåñùôÜôïõ áäåëöïý áãßïõ ÅöÝóïõ ê.
×ñõóüóôïìïõ. Ôá õðïèÝìáôá ôáýôá åßíáé êáôÜ óåéñÜí:
� Ç åêêïóìßêåõóéò ùò ãåãïíüò êáé ùò áðåéëÞ åéò ôçí
óýã÷ñïíïí Ïñèïäïîßáí.
� ÁðïâëçôÝáé ïèíåßáé êáé åôåñüäïîïé åéóâïëáß ðñáêôéêþí
êáé éäåþí åéò ôïí Ïñèüäïîïí ÷þñïí.
� Ç Ïéêïõìåíéêüôçò ôçò Ïñèïäïîßáò ùò óýã÷ñïíïí âßùìá.
� Ç ðñüêëçóéò ôùí ìåôáöõóéêþí åìðåéñéþí åêôüò
ïñèïäïîßáò êáé ç Ïñèüäïîïò áðÜíôçóéò.

Ùò ãßíåôáé áíôéëçðôüí åê ôïõ ãåíéêïý èÝìáôïò êáé
ôùí õðïèåìÜôùí ôïýôùí, ôï åöåôåéíüí èÝìá åßíáé
óõíÝ÷åéá ôïõ ðñï äéåôßáò ôïéïýôïõ. Ôüôå ôï ãåíéêüí èÝìá
Þôï ç óôÜóéò ôçò Ïñèïäïîßáò Ýíáíôé ôùí ðñïêëÞóåùí ôïõ
Äõôéêïý Ðïëéôéóìïý, äçëáäÞ ôï êÝíôñïí âÜñïõò Ýðéðôåí
åéò ôçí ïôÜóéí çìþí Ýíáíôé ôïõ áëëïôñéïäüîïõ äõôéêïý
êüóìïõ êáé åéò ôï êÞñõãìá çìþí ðñïò áõôüí. ¹äç ôï
êÝíôñïí âÜñïõò ìåôáôßèåôáé åðß ôçò áõôïóõíåéäçóßáò
çìþí ùò ïñèïäüîùí êáé åéò ôáò åö� çìÜò åðéññïÜò ôïõ
êçñýãìáôïò ôïõ äõôéêïý êüóìïõ. Äéüôé áé åðéäñÜóåéò åßíáé
óõíå÷þò áìöéìåñåßò. Äßäïìåí êáé ëáìâÜíïìåí. Êçñýó-
óïìåí, áëëÜ êáé ãéíüìåèá áêñïáôáß Üëëùí êçñõãìÜôùí.
Óõíåðþò õðÜñ÷åé ðÜíôïôå ï öüâïò ôï êÞñõãìá çìþí íá
ìç áðç÷Þ ôçí áíüèåõôïí êáé áêñáéöíÞ áëÞèåéáí, áëëÜ íá
áíôáíáêëÜ êáé óôïé÷åßá ôïõ áëëïôñéïäüîïõ êüóìïõ, åíôüò
ôïõ ïðïßïõ æþìåí. Ç êáôÜóôáóéò áðáéôåß óõíå÷Þ
åðáãñýðíçóéí êáé åãñÞãñïóéí êáé öÝñåé åíþðéïí çìþí
ôïõò íçðôéêïýò ÐáôÝñáò, ïé ïðïßïé áðïäßäïõí ìåãÜëçí
óçìáóßáí åéò ôçí ðáñáöõëáêÞí ôïõ íïüò, åéò ôïí Ýëåã÷ïí
ôùí ðïéêßëùí ëïãéóìþí, ïé ïðïßïé åðéæçôïýí íá åéóÝëèïõí
åéò ôçí äéÜíïéáí êáé ôçí êáñäßáí çìþí êáé íá áñ÷ßóïõí
åêåß íá ðáñÜãïõí ôïõò êáñðïýò ôùí, ôïõò ïðïßïõò êáé
íá åìöáíßóïõí ùò ïñèüäïîïõò, åíþ åßíáé ðñïúüíôá
óðüñïõ îÝíïõ êáé óðïñÜò áëëïôñßáò.
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Over 200 pages OF GREEK MUSIC & VIDEO

TEL: (718) 932-8400
(800) GREEK 22

GREEK VIDEO
RECORDS & TAPES
25-50 31st STREET � ASTORIA
NY 11102 � FAX: (718) 932-4911

When in New York, visit our
Greek Music & Video Super-
store, with over 6000 sq ft of
displays, with every CD, Cas-
sette or video in the market
and the lowest prices.

Included in the catalog:
Ü Teleftees Epitihies - All the latest releases of

major Greek singers.
Ü All time favorites - An expanded, 50 page

section with all the songs we love to listen
Ü Children�s Books, and Videos
Ü Alphabetical listings of all Greek

Music & Video
Ü New Video Releases - Dance Videos
NEW RELEASES - Demotika - Nisiotika - Horeftika
- Kritika - Rebetika - Zeibekika - Hasapika -
Tsiftetelia - Instrumental - Pontiaka - Pedika -
Sholika - Palia tragoudia - Classical music -
Soundtracks - Archaea and Byzantine

FREE UPON
REQUEST

1999 GENERAL CATALOG

We supply Greek CD�s, cassettes
and videos in consignment to
Churches for their annual festivals,
at very low, special prices. Plealse
call us for more details.

AT UNBELIEVABLY LOW - LOW
FANTASTIC PRICES

ALL OF GREEK MUSIC
& VIDEO IN ONE CATALOG

Ç ÅðéôñïðÞ ãéá ôçí ÅëëçíéêÞ ãëþóóá êáé
ôïí Ðïëéôéóìü áéóéïäïîåß ãéá ôï ìÝëëïí

ÍÅÁ ÕÏÑÊÇ.�Ç ôñßôç êáôÜ óåéñÜ
äçìüóéá áêñüáóç ôçò ÅðéôñïðÞò ãéá ôçí
ÅëëçíéêÞ ãëþóóá êáé ôïí ðïëéôéóìü
ðñáãìáôïðïéÞèçêå óôéò 25 Óåðôåìâñßïõ
óôçí êïéíïôéêÞ áßèïõóá ôïõ Áãßïõ Íéêï-
ëÜïõ óôï ÖëÜóéíãê ôçò ÍÝáò Õüñêçò.

öÜíçêå íá âñßóêåôáé óôï êÝíôñï ôïõ
åíäéáöÝñïíôïò ãïíÝùí êáé äáóêÜëùí.
ÅðéóçìÜíèçêå ãéá ìéá áêüìç öïñÜ ç áíÜãêç
óõããñáöÞò âéâëßùí êáôÜëëçëùí ãéá ôç
äéäá÷Þ ôçò åëëçíéêÞò ãëþóóáò óôï ÷þñï
ðïõ æïýìå. Ôá âéâëßá ðïõ ÷ñçóéìïðïéïýíôáé
óÞìåñá, êáôÜ êïéíÞ áðïäï÷Þ, äåí åßíáé
êáôÜëëçëá áöïý Ý÷ïõí ãñáöôåß ãéá ìáèçôÝò
óôçí ÅëëÜäá êáé åî� ïñéóìïý, äåí áíôáðï-
êñßíïíôáé óôçí åäþ ðñáãìáôéêüôçôá.

Ç åêðáßäåõóç ôùí äáóêÜëùí åëëç-
íéêþí óôïõò óýã÷ñïíïõò ôñüðïõò êáé
ìåèüäïõò äéäáóêáëßáò êáé ç áíÜãêç
ðñïóöïñÜò áíôáãùíéóôéêþí áðïäï÷þí
áðü ôá ó÷ïëåßá ìáò Þôáí Ýíá Üëëï èÝìá
ðïõ áðáó÷üëçóå ôïõò ðáñåõñéóêï-
ìÝíïõò. Ôá ìÝëç ôçò åðéôñïðÞò åíèÜñ-
ñõíáí ôçí åëåýèåñç Ýêöñáóç ôùí áðü-
øåùí üëùí ôïíßæïíôáò üôé ìüíï Ýôóé èá
ìðïñÝóïõí íá äçìéïõñãÞóïõí ìéá óöáé-
ñéêÞ åéêüíá ôùí ðñïâëçìÜôùí. Èß÷ôçêáí
áêüìç èÝìáôá ðïõ áöïñïýí ôçí ïéêïíï-
ìéêÞ óôÞñéîç ôùí êïéíïôéêþí ó÷ïëåßùí êáé
ôïõ êïéíïôéêïý óõóôÞìáôïò åêðáßäåõóçò,
ôç ìåèïäïëïãßá äéäá÷Þò ôçò åëëçíéêÞò
ãëþóóáò êáé ðïëéôéóìïý, ôïí áðïöá-

Ôá ìÝëç ôçò ÅðéôñïðÞò ãéá ôçí ÅëëçíéêÞ Ðáéäåßá êáé ôïí Ðïëéôéóìü Üêïõóáí ðñïóå÷ôéêÜ
ôïõò ðñïâëçìáôéóìïýò ôùí ðáñåõñéóêïìÝíùí óôçí áíïé÷ôÞ áêñüáóç, óôïí ¢ãéï Íéêüëáï
ôïõ ÖëÜóéíãê. (áðü áñéóôåñÜ) Ãïõüñåí Êïýê, Êüíóôáíò Ôáãïðïýëïõ, ÉùÜííçò ÑáóóéÜò,
¸öç Ðáðáôæßêïõ-Êü÷ñáí, Öýëéò ÖñÜíêëéí êáé Ðßôåñ ÌðéÝí.      (öùô. GANP-Ì.Ôüëéïõ)

ôïõ Óôáýñïõ Ðáðáãåñìáíïý

Ôïí ðåñáóìÝíï ÌÜñôéï ï Óåâ. Áñ÷é-
åðßóêïðïò ÁìåñéêÞò ê. Óðõñßäùí, åêôéìþ-
íôáò üôé ç êáôÜóôáóç ðïõ ðåñéâÜëëåé ôçí
åëëçíéêÞ ðáéäåßá ÷ñÞæåé óïâáñÞò ìåëÝôçò,
äéüñéóå åõñåßáò óýíèåóçò äéåñåõíçôéêÞ
åðéôñïðÞ ãéá ôçí ÅëëçíéêÞ ãëþóóá êáé ôïí
Ðïëéôéóìü, õðü ôçí ðñïåäñßá ôïõ êáèç-
ãçôÞ ê. ÉùÜííç ÑáóóéÜ. Ç åðéôñïðÞ
óõãêñïôÞèçêå áðü åîÝ÷ïíôåò ðñïóù-
ðéêüôçôåò ôïõ áêáäçìáúêïý, ðïëéôéêïý êáé
åðé÷åéñçìáôéêïý êüóìïõ ìå óêïðü íá
äéåñåõíÞóåé óå âÜèïò ôçí êáôÜóôáóç ðïõ
åðéêñáôåß óôï êïéíïôéêü åêðáéäåõôéêü ìáò
óýóôçìá, êáé íá õðïâÜëëåé ôï ðüñéóìá
ôçò ìÝóá ó�Ýíá ÷ñüíï óôïí Áñ÷éåðßóêïðï.

Óôá ðëáßóéá ôçò ðñïóðÜèåéáò ôçò
åðéôñïðÞò íá óõãêåíôñþóåé, íá áîéï-

óéóôéêü ñüëï ôçò ïéêïãÝíåéáò, ôéò ó÷Ýóåéò
êáé ôç óõíåñãáóßá ôïõ åêðáéäåõôéêïý ìáò
óõóôÞìáôïò ìå êñáôéêïýò, åêðáéäåõôéêïýò
êáé áêáäçìáúêïýò öïñåßò ôçò ÅëëÜäáò, ôçí
áäåëöïðïßçóç ó÷ïëåßùí ôçò ÏìïãÝíåéáò
ìå ó÷ïëåßá óôçí ÅëëÜäá, ôç ÷ñÞóç çëåê-
ôñïíéêþí õðïëïãéóôþí êáé ôïõ äéáäéêôýïõ
Internet, ê.á.

Ôá ìÝëç ôçò åðéôñïðÞò ðïõ êáôÝ-
ãñáøáí ðñïóå÷ôéêÜ ôéò áðüøåéò ðïõ
åêöñÜóôçêáí, äÞëùóáí ôçí áéóéïäïîßá
ôïõò ãéá ôçí ðñüïäï ôùí åñãáóéþí ôçò
åðéôñïðÞò êáé åðáíÝëáâáí ôçí õðüó÷åóç
ôïõò íá ðñïóêïìßóïõí Ýãêáéñá ôï ðüñé-
óìá ôïõò, ôïí ÌÜñôéï ôïõ 1999, óôïí
Áñ÷éåðßóêïðï.

Ç åðéôñïðÞ Ý÷åé êáôáñôßóåé åñùôçìá-
ôïëüãéï (óôá áããëéêÜ êáé åëëçíéêÜ) ãéá ôç
óõëëïãÞ óôáôéóôéêþí óôïé÷åßùí áð�üëç
ôçí ÅëëçíïáìåñéêáíéêÞ êïéíüôçôá êáé ôï
äéáíÝìåé óå êÜèå åíäéáöåñüìåíï. ¸÷åé
åðßóçò ðñïãñáììáôßóåé ðáñüìïéåò áíïé-
÷ôÝò óõíåäñéÜóåéò óå Üëëåò ðüëåéò êáé
ìçôñïðïëéôéêÜ êÝíôñá. (ÍÝá ÕåñóÝç, Ëïò
¢íôæåëåò, Âáëôéìüñç ê.á.). Ç åðüìåíç
áêñüáóç èá ãßíåé óôï ÓéêÜãï óôéò 8
Ïêôùâñßïõ (Åõáããåëéóìüò ôçò Èåïôüêïõ,
1017 North LaSalle Dr. 6-10ì.ì.).

Ãéá ðåñéóóüôåñåò ðëçñïöïñßåò ïé
åíäéáöåñüìåíïé ìðïñïýí íá áðåõèý-
íïíôáé óôï Ãñáöåßï Ðáéäåßáò ôçò Áñ÷éåðé-
óêïðÞò óôïí áñéèìü (212) 570-3554 Þ
óôïí ðñüåäñï ôçò åðéôñïðÞò êáè. ÉùÜííç
ÑáóóéÜ (603) 646-3155.

ëïãÞóåé êáé íá êáôáôÜîåé üóåò ðåñéó-
óüôåñåò äõíáôüí áðüøåéò êáé ðñïâëç-
ìáôéóìïýò, ç åðéôñïðÞ óõãêáëåß äçìüóéåò
áíïé÷ôÝò áêñïÜóåéò üðïõ üëá ôá åíäéáöå-
ñüìåíá ìÝñç, ãïíåßò, ìáèçôÝò, åêðáéäåõ-
ôéêïß, êëçñéêïß ê.á. ìðïñïýí íá åêöñÜóïõí
ôéò áðüøåéò êáé õðïäåßîåéò ôïõò.

¸êäçëï Þôáí ôï åíäéáöÝñïí ôùí
ãïíÝùí êáé ôùí äáóêÜëùí ðïõ óõììåôåß-
÷áí óôçí óõíåäñßáóç. Ï ðñüåäñïò ôçò
åðéôñïðÞò êáèçãçôÞò ÉùÜííçò ÑáóóéÜò
åêöñÜæïíôáò ôéò ðáñáìÝôñïõò êáé ôï
óêïðü ôçò åðéôñïðÞò ôüíéóå üôé «êñßíåôáé
ïõóéáóôéêÜ ç äéáôÞñçóç ôçò åèíéêÞò ìáò
ôáõôüôçôáò» êáé åðåóÞìáíå ðùò ôï èÝìá
ôçò åëëçíéêÞò ãëþóóáò êáé ðáéäåßáò
áðáó÷ïëåß Ýíôïíá ôïí Áñ÷éåðßóêïðï ðïõ
åßíáé áðïöáóéóìÝíïò íá ðñï÷ùñÞóåé óôéò
ôïìÝò ðïõ ÷ñåéÜæïíôáé ìåôÜ ôçí õðïâïëÞ
ôïõ ðïñßóìáôïò ôçò åðéôñïðÞò.

Óýìöùíá ìå ôéò åêôéìÞóåéò ôçò
åðéôñïðÞò ïé áðüøåéò êáé ïé éäÝåò ðïõ
åêöñÜóôçêáí óõìðßðôïõí êáôÜ ìåãÜëï
ìÝñïò ì�åêåßíåò ðïõ áêïýóôçêáí óôéò äýï
ðñïçãïýìåíåò óõíáíôÞóåéò. ¹ôáí êïéíÞ
ç äéáðßóôùóç üôé ôá äçìïãñáöéêÜ äåäï-
ìÝíá Ý÷ïõí áëëÜîåé. Ôï ìåôáíáóôåõôéêü
ñåýìá áðü ôçí ÅëëÜäá Ý÷åé ðñï ðïëëïý
óôáìáôÞóåé. Ïé ìáèçôÝò ôùí êïéíïôéêþí
ìáò ó÷ïëåßùí åßíáé 2çò êáé 3çò ãåíéÜò óôçí
ðëåéïøçößá ôïõò. Ïé óõíèÞêåò áðáéôïýí
êáôÜ óõíÝðåéá, íÝåò ðñïóåããßóåéò.

Ôï èÝìá åíéáßáò äéäáêôéêÞò ýëçò ãéá üëá
ôá êïéíïôéêÜ ó÷ïëåßá ôçò Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò

ÍÅÁ ÕÏÑÊÇ.- ÌåôÜ ôï ôÝëïò ôçò ìáêñÜò äéáñêåßáò óõíÜíôçóÞò ôïõ ìå ôïí Õðïõñãü
Åîùôåñéêþí ôçò ÅëëÜäïò ê. Èåüäùñï ÐÜãêáëï, ï Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò åîÝöñáóå ôç ÷áñÜ ôïõ
ãéá ôçí åðïéêïäïìçôéêÞ, üðùò ôç ÷áñáêôÞñéóå, óõíÜíôçóç êáé áíôáëëáãÞ áðüøåùí. Ï ê.
ÐÜãêáëïò äÞëùóå ðùò åðáíÝëáâå ôçí ðñüóêëçóç ôçò ÅëëçíéêÞò êõâÝñíçóçò ðñïò ôïí
Áñ÷éåðßóêïðï, ãéá åðßóçìç åðßóêåøÞ ôïõ óôçí ÅëëÜäá óôï Üìåóï ìÝëëïí. (öùô. Ä.ÐáíÜãïò)

ÍÅÁ ÕÏÑÊÇ.- Ìå ôçí
åõêáéñßá ôçò áíÜ-
ëçøçò ôùí íÝùí ôïõ
äéðëùìáôéêþí êáèç-
êüíôùí, ï íÝïò ðñÝ-
óâçò ôçò ÅëëÜäáò
óôéò ÇÐÁ, ê. ÁëÝîáí-
äñïò Ößëùí, ðñáãìá-
ôïðïßçóå åèéìïôõ-
ðéêÞ åðßóêåøç óôçí
Ýäñá ôçò É. Áñ÷éåðé-
óêïðÞò êáé Ýãéíå
èåñìÜ äåêôüò áðü
ôïí Óåâ. Áñ÷éåðß-
óêïðï ÁìåñéêÞò ê.
Óðõñßäùíá.

(öùô. Ïñè. ÐáñáôçñçôÞ)
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I would like to thank all the priests and the Parish

Councils of the churches who have honored me, by entrusting me

the interior decorations of their churches. (Byzantine iconog-

raphy, marble work, woodworking, carving etc.)

Especially I would like to express my gratitude to:

• St. Nectarios Church, Palatine, IL.

• St. George Church, Schererville, IN.

• St. Spyridon Church, Palos Heights, IL.

• Holy Trinity Church, Dallas, TX.

• Sts. Constantine and Helen Church, Annapolis, MD.

• Annunciation of Theotokos Church, Milwaukee, WI.

• Dormition of Theotokos Cathedral, Denver, CO.

I thank you all and I wish you progress and prosperity

in your parishes.

STUDIOS of
 BYZANTINE  ECCLESIASTICAL  ART

LEONIDAS DIAMANTOPOULOS

Icon on the wall � Icon on Wood
Wood Carved Products � Mosaic

Stained Glass � Marble
P.O. Box 699, Worth, IL 60482

Tel: (708) 598-0788

Leonidas Diamantopoulos
Byzantine Iconographer

and Interior Decoration of churches

Åßíáé ãåãïíüò üôé êáôÜ ôïõò ôåëåõ-
ôáßïõò áéþíáò ëüãù ôùí äõó÷åñåéþí, ôáò
ïðïßáò áíôéìåôþðéæåí ç Ïñèüäïîïò
Åêêëçóßá êáé éäßá ëüãù ôçò ìç áíáðôýîåùò
åíüò ðëÞñïõò êáé åðáñêïýò ïñèïäüîïõ
åêðáéäåõôéêïý óõóôÞìáôïò, ïé ìåôåêðáé-
äåõüìåíïé åéò ôá åôåñüäïîá åêðáéäåõôéêÜ
éäñýìáôá Ý÷ïõí äéÜ ôùí óõããñáììÜôùí
áõôþí ìåôáöÝñåé åéò ôïí ïñèüäïîïí ÷þñïí
ùñéóìÝíáò ìç êáèáñþò ïñèïäüîïõò éäÝáò.
ÐáñáëëÞëùò, ïé ìåôáíáóôåýóáíôåò åéò ôáò
áõôÜò ÷þñáò ïñèüäïîïé Ý÷ïõí åíóùìá-
ôþóåé åéò ôçí æùÞí ôùí åî áíôéãñáöÞò êáé
ìéìÞóåùò ùñéóìÝíáò ðñáêôéêÜò, ôéíÜò ôùí
ïðïßùí êáé ìåôÝöåñïí åéò ôáò ãåíåôåßñáò
áõôþí êáôÜ ôçí ðáëéíüóôçóéí áõôþí. Ôá
öáéíüìåíá ôáýôá åßíáé öõóéêþò áíáìåíü-
ìåíá êáé áíáðüöåõêôá êáé ü÷é ðÜíôïôå
êáôáêñéôÝá. Äé� ï êáé ï Áðüóôïëïò óõìâïõ-
ëåýåé^ «ðÜíôá äïêéìÜæåôå, ôï êáëüí
êáôÝ÷åôå» (Ä� Èåó. 5,21). Åéò ôïýôï äÝ
áðïóêïðåß êáé ç ðáñïýóá óõæÞôçóéò, åéò
ôçí åðéóÞìáíóéí ôùí áðïâëçôÝùí êáé ôùí
ðáñáëçðôÝùí éäåþí êáé ðñáêôéêþí åéò ôçí
ïñèüäïîïí æùÞí. Êßíçôñïí äåí åßíáé ç
ìéóáëëïäïîßá, áëë� ç åîáóöÜëéóéò ôçò
æùïãüíïõ áëçèåßáò ôçò ïñèïäüîïõ çìþí
ðßóôåùò áðü ôçò ëáíèáíïýóçò íïèåýóåùò.

Åéò ôïýôï ôá ìÝãéóôá èá óõíôåßíç êáé
ç ëåéôïõñãßá áêñáéöíþò ïñèïäüîùí
èåïëïãéêþí ó÷ïëþí. Äé� áõôü êáé êáôáâÜë-
ëïíôáé ðñïóðÜèåéáé üðùò áö� åíüò ìåí
áõîÜíùíôáé áé ïñèüäïîïé èåïëïãéêáß
ó÷ïëáß êáé Ýäñáé, áö� åôÝñïõ äå åðáíåðé-
ôñáðÞ ç ëåéôïõñãßá ôçò ðáëáéöÜôïõ êáé
åðß ôïõ Ëüöïõ ôçò Åëðßäïò êáèéäñõìÝíçò
ÈåïëïãéêÞò Ó÷ïëÞò ôçò ×Üëêçò, äé� Þí êáé
Üðáíôåò äÝïí üðùò åíþóùìåí ôáò èåñìÜò
éêåóßáò çìþí ðñïò Êýñéïí. Áëë� ç Ïñèï-
äïîßá äåí åßíáé ìüíïí æÞôçìá äéáíïçôéêÞò
êáôáëÞøåùò, ïñèÞò ðßóôåùò êáé ïñèïý
öñïíÞìáôïò. Åßíáé ðñùôßóôùò èÝìá ïñèÞò
æùÞò, ïñèÞò óõììåôï÷Þò åéò ôçí äüîáí ôïõ

� óåë. 12 Êõñßïõ, Þí êáôïðôñéæüìåíïé ìåôáìïñ-
öïýìåèá êáé çìåßò áðü äüîçò åéò äüîáí,
êáèÜðåñ áðü Êõñßïõ Ðíåýìáôïò (Â� Êïñ.
3,18). Óõíåðþò äåí áñêïýí áé áíáãêáßáé,
âåâáßùò, èåïëïãéêáß ó÷ïëáß, ïõäÝ ç
ïñèïäïîïëïãéêÞ åðéóôçìïíéêÞ êáôÜñôéóéò
êáé åíáó÷üëçóéò. Áðáéôåßôáé êáé ôï ïñèü-
äïîïí âßùìá, ôï ïðïßïí äéáðïôßæåé üëçí ôçí
ýðáñîçí êáé áëëïéþíåé ôïí ôñüðïí ìåôï÷Þò
çìþí åéò ôáò ðñÜîåéò ôïõ êáè� çìÝñáí âßïõ.
Äéüôé êáé ïé ïñèüäïîïé åíåñãïýí êáôÜ ôá
öáéíüìåíá ùò ðÜíôåò ïé óõíÜíèñùðïé áõôþí.
ÁãïñÜæïõí, ðùëïýí, ãåííïýí ôÝêíá, åñãÜ-
æïíôáé, äçìéïõñãïýí. Áëë� ç ó÷Ýóéò áõôþí
ðñïò ôïí Èåüí, ðñïò ôïí óõíÜíèñùðïí êáé
ðñïò ôïí êüóìïí åßíáé ôïéáýôç, þóôå ç êáñäßá
ôùí åéò ðÜóáí ðåñßðôùóéí äõóöçìßáò êáé
åõöçìßáò, ÷áñÜò êáé èëßøåùò, ðëçóìïíÞò êáé
áíÜãêçò, êõñéáñ÷åßôáé õðü ôçò åéñÞíçò êáé ôçò
áãÜðçò, ôçò åëðßäïò êáé ôçò ðßóôåùò, ôçò
áäéáôáñÜêôïõ åìðéóôïóýíçò åéò ôçí ðáíôá-
÷ïý êáé ðÜíôïôå ðáñïýóáí êáé êõâåñíþóáí
ôçí æùÞí çìþí ðñüíïéáí ôïõ Èåïý.

Ç åìðéóôïóýíç áýôç åéò ôïí Èåüí Þ
ìÜëëïí åéðåßí åéò ôçí óùôçñéþäç êáé
öéëÜíèñùðïí ðáñÝìâáóéí ôïõ Èåïý åéò
ôçí éóôïñßáí ôïõ êüóìïõ, ç ïðïßá åíáñãþò
åêöñÜæåôáé õðü ôïõ øáëìùäïý äéÜ ôùí
ëüãùí: «ðñïùñþìçí ôïí Êýñéïí åíþðéüí
ìïõ äéÜ ðáíôüò üôé åê äåîéþí ìïõ åóôéí,
ßíá ìÞ óáëåõèþ» (Øáëì.15,8), áðïôåëåß ôçí
åíäïêüóìéïí âßùóç ôïõ õðåñâáôéêïý åéò
ôçí æùÞí ôïõ ïñèïäüîïõ ðéóôïý. Ï Èåüò
åßíáé ðáñþí, ðáíôá÷ïý ðáñþí êáé ôá
ðÜíôá ðëçñþí êáé ôá ðÜíôá äéåõèýíùí
êáé åðïìÝíùò ï ïñèüäïîïò ÷ñéóôéáíüò äåí
÷ñåéÜæåôáé ïýôå åðéèõìåß íá ïéêïäïìÞóç
ìßáí åíäïêüóìéïí âáóéëåßáí ôïõ Èåïý åðß
ôçò ãÞò äéÜ ôùí éäßùí äõíÜìåùí, ïéïíåß
åñÞìçí ôïõ Èåïý Þ ùò áðñáêôïýíôïò ôïõ
Èåïý, ùò áãùíßæïíôáé ðïëëïß ôùí óõã÷ñü-
íùí áíèñþðùí. Åý÷åôáé «åëèÝôù ç âá-
óéëåßá óïõ» åðß ôùí êáñäéþí çìþí êáé
åñãÜæåôáé ßíá ðïéÞ ôï èÝëçìá ôïõ Èåïý,

áëëÜ äåí áãùíéÜ, ïõäÝ óôçñßæåé åéò ôáò éäßáò
äõíÜìåéò ôçí Ýëåõóéí áõôÞò ôçò âáóéëåßáò,
ùò åÜí ï Èåüò çäñÜíåé êáé ùò åÜí ï
Üíèñùðïò Þôï ï ìüíïò åíåñãüò ðáñÜãùí
ôçò éóôïñßáò.

¹äç åéò ôï óçìåßïí ôïýôï åããßæïìåí
ôï ðñþôï åê ôùí õðïèåìÜôùí ôçò ðáñïý-
óçò ÓõíÜîåùò çìþí. Åßíáé ç åêêïóìßêåõóéò
ùò êßíäõíïò êáé ùò ãåãïíüò åéò ôçí
ïñèüäïîïí æùÞí çìþí êáé ôùí ðéóôþí ôçò
Ïñèïäüîïõ Åêêëçóßáò ìåëþí.

Ç åêêïóìßêåõóéò èá çäýíáôï íá ïñéóèÞ
ùò ç áðïìÜêñõíóéò ôïõ éåñïý, ôïõ õðåñêï-
óìßïõ, ôïõ ìõóôéñéáêïý áðü ôçí æùÞí
çìþí. ¼ôáí áõôü óõìâáßíç ç åêêëç-
óéáóôéêÞ æùÞ ìåôáðßðôåé åéò åèéìïôõðéêÞí
ôåëåôïõñãßáí, åéò åðéâßùóéí áäéáöüñùí
êáôÜ ôï ðåñéå÷üìåíïí êáé åíäéáöåñïõóþí
êáôÜ ôçí åîùôåñéêÞí ìïñöÞí ðáñù-
÷çìÝíùí éåñïôåëåóôéþí, åéò ìßáí ðáñÜ-
óôáóéí, ç ïðïßá éêáíïðïéåß ôáò êáëëéôå÷-
íéêÜò çìþí åðéèõìßáò, ôáò áéóèçôéêÜò
áðáéôÞóåéò, ôçí ðïßêéëóéí ôçò êáèçìåñéíÞò
ìïíïôïíßáò, áëë� åéò ôçí ïðïßáí ç âáèõôÝñá
ýðáñîéò ìÝíåé áìÝôï÷ïò, äéüôé äåí óõíá-
íôÜôáé êáô� áõôÞí ìåôÜ ôéíïò «Óý», ôï ïðïß-
ïí áãáðÜ êáé ôï ïðïßïí ðïèåß íá óõíá-
íôÞóç. Ç ðñïóùðéêÞ ðíåõìáôéêÞ æùÞ
êáèßóôáôáé ïýôù ôñüðïò êáëÞò óõìðåñé-
öïñÜò, óõììüñöùóéò ðñïò çèéêïýò êáíü-
íáò, êáèùóðñåðéóìüò, êáé ïýôùò ç
ýðáñîéò çìþí ðáýåé íá êõñéáñ÷Þôáé áðü
ôï Ðíåýìá ôïõ Èåïý êáé íá äéá÷Ýç ðÝñéî
áõôÞò áíôáíêëáóôéêþò ôáò åð� áõôÞò
åéóðéðôïýóáò áêôßóôïõò åíåñãåßáò ôçò
èåßáò ÷Üñéôïò. ¼ìùò ï ìç ÷áñéôùìÝíïò
áðëïýò Üíèñùðïò, ðñïóöÝñùí ôïí
ðôù÷üí åáõôüí ôïõ åéò ôïõò óõíáèñþðïõò
áõôïý, ïõäÝíá áíáðáýåé, äéüôé ï Üíèñùðïò
áíáæçôåß ôïí ÈåÜíèñùðïí Êýñéïí Éçóïýí
×ñéóôüí, Ýóôù êáé üôáí äåí Ý÷ç óõíåßäçóéí
ôïõ õð� áõôïý ðïèïõìÝíïõ.

Ç åêêïóìßêåõóéò, ëïéðüí, ìåôáôñÝðåé
ôçí Åêêëçóßáí åéò åãêüóìéïí ìüíïí êáèß-

äñõìá êáé ôïí ðéóôüí åéò ìç ôåèåùìÝíïí
Üíèñùðïí, Üñá óôåñåß áìöïôÝñïõò ôçò
ðñáãìáôéêÞò ðáñïõóßáò ôïõ ×ñéóôïý åéò
ôçí æùÞí áõôþí, êáßôïé ï ×ñéóôüò ïíïìÜ-
æåôáé êáé êáëåßôáé ðïëëáðëþò êáé ðïëëÜêéò
õð� áõôþí. Êáëåßôáé ôïéò ÷åßëåóéí, áëë� ç
êáñäßá ôïõ åêêïóìéêåõìÝíïõ êáëïýíôïò
ðüññù áðÝ÷åé áðü ôïõ êáëïõìÝíïõ
×ñéóôïý.

Õð� áõôÞí ôçí Ýííïéáí ç åêêïóìßêåõóéò
Ý÷åé Þäç ðñïóâÜëåé ðïëëÜ ìÝëç ôçò
Ïñèïäüîïõ Åêêëçóßáò åéò ðÜíôá ôüðïí êáé
ëáüí êáé éäßá åéò ôïõò ôüðïõò üðïõ ç
Ïñèïäïîßá ìåéïøçöåß êáé ðåñéâÜëëåôáé
õðü ôùí óöüäñá åêêïóìéêåõìÝíùí äõôé-
êþí êïéíùíéþí.

Ïýôù âëÝðïìåí ðïëëÜò åêêïóìéêåõ-
ìÝíáò åéò óçìáíôéêüí âáèìüí ïñèïäüîïõò
åêêëçóéáóôéêÜò êïéíüôçôáò íá ìåôñïýí ôçí
ðñüïäï åáõôþí ìå êñéôÞñéá êáèáñþò
êïóìéêÜ, üðùò ç ïéêïíïìéêÞ êáôÜóôáóéò,
ï áñéèìüò ôùí ìåëþí, ï áñéèìüò ôùí
óõììåôå÷üíôùí åéò ôáò äéáöüñïõò «åêäç-
ëþóåéò» (ùò åíßïôå ÷áñáêôçñßæïíôáé êáêþò
êáé áõôáß áé Èåßáé Ëåéôïõñãßáé), ï áñéèìüò
êáé ç êáôÜóôáóéò ôùí óõíôçñïõìÝíùí
éäñõìÜôùí êáé ôá ðáñüìïéá. Âåâáßùò ç
Ïñèüäïîïò Åêêëçóßá, åðáããåëßáí Ý÷ïõóá
ïëïêëÞñïõ ôçò æùÞò, ôüóïí ôçò íýí, üóïí
êáé ôçò ìåëëïýóçò, åíäéáöÝñåôáé äé� üëá
áõôÜ êáé ðñïôñÝðåé ôá ìÝëç áõôÞò üðùò
ðñïÀóôáíôáé ôïéïýôùí êáëþí Ýñãùí, áëëÜ
ïõäÝðïôå ëçóìïíåß üôé åßíáé óþìá ×ñéóôïý,
üôé æÞ åí áíáöïñÜ ðñïò ôïí ×ñéóôüí, üôé ï
×ñéóôüò åßíáé ìåô� áõôÞò ðÜóáò ôáò çìÝñáò
êáé üôé ï óêïðüò áõôÞò åßíáé ï åãêåíôñéóìüò
ôùí ðéóôþí åéò ×ñéóôüí êáé ü÷é áðëþò ç
äéïñãÜíùóéò ìéÜò êáëÞò åêêëçóéáóôéêÞò
êïéíüôçôïò, ç ïðïßá èá æÞ ßóùò ôçñïýóá
ôáò ðñáêôéêÜò åíôïëÜò ôïõ ×ñéóôïý, áëëÜ
÷ùñßò ðñïóùðéêÞí êïéíùíßáí ôùí ìåëþí
áõôÞò ìåô� Áõôïý.

ÅéóÞãçóç ôçò Á.È.Ð. ôïõ Ïéêïõìåíéêïý ÐáôñéÜñ÷ç ê.ê.Âáñèïëïìáßïõ ðñïò ôçí ÉåñÜ Óýíáîç ôïõ Ïéêïõìåíéêïý Èñüíïõ

Óõíå÷ßæåôáé óôï åðüìåíï ôåý÷ïò
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P A R I S H  p r o f i l e

T

Anna Tarabicos Moss of Roswell, Ga., a
former Mrs. Georgia All Nations, Mrs. Geor-
gia Perfect Petite Lady and Mrs. America All
Nations, was crowned Mrs. Georgia  Profes-
sional 1998 in August. She will go on to com-
pete in the World International event in
Owensboro, Ky., in November. Mrs. Moss,
a former Wilmington, Del., resident, is a
motivational speaker on Anxiety/Depression
disorder  and conducts seminars and sup-
port groups throughout the nation.

UNICEF honoree
The U.S. Committee for UNICEF/Chicago

will fete Nana Mouskouri following  her con-
cert Nov. 5 at the Auditorium Theater. Ms.
Mouskouri joins the ranks of Audrey Hepburn
and Danny Kaye as a special representative
for the United Nations Children�s Fund.

Most influential
Lindy Litrides of Atlanta, group vice presi-

dent of marketing for the Arthritis Foundation,
and a member of the Archdiocesan Council,
recently was named one of the top 50 most
influential people in the nonprofit sector by
The NonProfit Times, a national business pub-
lication for nonprofit management.

Film follow-up
Last February, this column reported on

a film project by actor-producer Robert
Krantz based on the life and ministry of Fr.
Chris Kerhulas, pastor of St. Basil Church in
Chicago. The film, titled �Do You Wanna
Dance,� deals with a dance instructor who
runs afoul of the law and must perform com-
munity service, which takes the form of
teaching elderly parishioners at a church in
�Greek Town� to dance.

Fr. Kerhulas told the Observer in Sep-
tember that buyers from more than 20 na-
tions have thus far obtained distribution
rights to the movie but, as yet, there is no
American distributor. Only two European
countries did not buy the film, Germany and,
ironically, Greece.

The film was released at a special show-
ing in Chicago on Oct. 1, with proceeds
benefiting the Bishop�s Task Force on AIDS.

Exhibiting iconography
Wayne Anthony Salzman, a 1989 gradu-

ate of Holy Cross School of Theology, will hold
an exhibit of his icons at the Pan Macedonian
Studies Center in White Plains, N.Y., Oct. 17-
18. Following his graduation, Mr. Salzman
studied iconography in Greece for six years.
The public is invited. Admission is free.

Meets Greek leaders
AHEPA Supreme President Lee G. Rallis

met with the two newly appointed ambassa-
dors of Greece and Cyprus in early Septem-
ber. Mr. Rallis discussed the Cyprus prob-
lem with Her Excellency Erato Korzakou-
Marcoulis. He discussed the reestablishment
of programs such as �Plant Your Roots in
Greece� and �Journey to Greece� with
Alexander Philon, the Greek ambassador.

Mrs. Georgia

ransfiguration parish, a relative
newcomer as far as Archdiocese
communities go, hasn�t wasted

A Wellspring for the Spiritual Thirst of Northern Georgia

Name:
Transfiguration
Greek Orthodox Church
Location:
Marietta, Ga.
Size:
more than 200 families
Diocese:
Atlanta
Founded:
1989
Clergy:
V. Rev. Sebastian Skordallos
(University of Athens Theological School
�78, graduate work in the U.S. in pasto-
ral care and counseling)
Noteworthy:
parish has experienced rapid progress

any time in making its presence felt in
the area.

Unlike many Greek Orthodox par-
ishes in the United States, the commu-
nity has no roots in the immigration ex-
perience and very few members are na-
tives of Greece or other Orthodox coun-
tries.

Yet in its 10 years of existence,
Transfiguration Church has more than
doubled in size from the initial 100 fami-
lies.

According to a parish
history, a handful of Greek
Orthodox Christians living
north of Atlanta began ef-
forts organize a church in
1988, meeting several times
at the home of Dr. and Mrs.
Allen Macris in Sandy
Springs.

One of the organizers,
Jim Niarchos, along with his
wife, Kelly, served as the
membership committee and
researched the telephone di-
rectories of several communi-
ties north of Atlanta for Greek names.

Fr. Skordallos told the Observer that
many Greek Orthodox lived in the re-
gion who either attended church on oc-
casion, were members of other denomi-
nations, or did not attend church.

Most current members are second
and third generation Greek Americans,
young families, along with a number of
converts through marriage. Many are
transplanted to the region because of
their jobs at large corporations located
in and around Marietta, including aircraft
manufacturer Lockheed-Martin.

The nucleus of the parish was formed
after organizers received a large number
of positive responses to starting the new
community. Efforts included mass mail-
ings to more than 400 addresses.

The group of 100 families met on Nov.
28, 1988, and adopted the name �Greek Or-
thodox Community of Northwest Metro-
Atlanta.� Shortly afterward, steering commit-
tee members met regularly with the Arch-
diocese vicar, Fr. Nicholas Triantafilou, and
Fr. Petros Kopsahilis, the Atlanta Diocese ad-
ministrative assistant to discuss their orga-
nization plans.

Permission was granted to conduct
Holy Week services in Marietta and Fr. Dean
Timothy Andrews was temporarily assigned.
Services took place at an Episcopal church.

Holy Week was a success and the steer-
ing committee soon met with Fr.
Triantafilou in Atlanta. He told the

members that the new parish would
receive a charter and a full-time

priest. Fr. Theodore N. Papafil ar-
rived from Asheville, N.C., on

Aug. 1 and held the parish�s
first official service on

Aug. 6, the Feast of the
Transfiguration, at a
local Presbyterian
church.

The church moved
to a storefront property at

a shopping center in Sep-
tember and members began

organizing parish organiza-
tions, including Sunday school, Greek school
and youth organizations.

The Sunday school and Greek school
now enroll about 75 students each.

Church services and community social
and cultural activities continued to be held
at the shopping center until 1993. An
iconostasion was built and icons stored in
the former Charlotte Diocese building were
borrowed.

In June 1992, Fr. James Kyriakakis re-
placed Fr. Papafil as pastor until February
1993. Fr. Skordallos arrived at the parish on
April 1 of that year. He is a native of Greece
who was ordained as a deacon in Cyprus,
and became a priest and archimandrite in
London. He has served parishes in Cyprus,
England, and Huntsville and Birmingham,

Ala., before arriving in Marietta.
Also in 1993, Tony and Dora

Manolius became grand benefactors of
the community by donating the land
where the present church now stands.

By December, parishioners com-
pleted the Family Life Parish Center,
which serves as interim sanctuary and fel-
lowship hall until a proper church can be
constructed.

Two rented trailers hold additional
classroom space for the Sunday and
Greek schools, and a house on the prop-
erty serves as the office.

Church income has been based on
Stewardship, supplemented by the Greek
festival. Fr. Skordallos noted that �Stew-
ardship giving is one of the highest in the
country.�

In addition to the children�s schools
and programs, the parish offers adult cat-
echism classes, Bible studies, religious
and cultural education, a library, choir,
the Troupe Hellas dance group, summer
day camp, senior citizens group, and
other services. An active Philoptochos
provides strong, constant support.

Transfiguration parish also has an
outreach program, having established
two satellite churches, in Rome and
Cumming, Ga., some 50 miles north of
Marietta. The latter church outreach min-
istry was recently taken over by the At-
lanta Diocese.

By the end of this year, the parish
will have paid off its mortgage. Plans are
under way to build a sanctuary and class-
room building. �Hopefully we�ll be able
to raise the money and proceed with the
building of the church on the same prop-
erty,� said Fr. Skordallos.

The priest describes his ministry at
Transfiguration Church as �very fulfilling.
It�s a great challenge. People take a very
active part in the affairs of the church.
They�re very thirsty for spiritual guid-
ance.�

�compiled by Jim Golding

The Fabulous Grecian Keys
America�s BEST

DANCE BAND
1-800-GET-KEYS

1-800-438-5397
1-330-856-4466

Call �The Keys� NOW for available dates
Fabulous �Live Music� !

Amazingly affordable Rates!

TRANSFIGURATION GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

MARIETTA

GEORGIA
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BROOKLYN, N.Y. � The annual day of
remembrance commemorating the sacrifice
of the lives of Greek, Armenian, Syrian and
other Orthodox Christians during the Asia
Minor Holocaust 76 years ago will take place
Oct. 11 at Three Hierarchs Church, 1724
Avenue P, following Divine Liturgy.

This �other holocaust� resulted in the
annihilation of more than 2.5 million Chris-
tians in, not only Asia Minor, but Thrace,
Pontos and Armenia between 1908 and
1922.

The ethnic cleansing by the Turks re-
sulted in the death or expulsion of some
240,000 Greeks from Smyrna (Izmir) and
nearly 350,000 living in Constantinople.

The public is invited to participate in
the memorial service.

For more information, contact Basilios C.
Theodosakis at (718) 377-4656 (after 7 p.m.)

Service to Commemorate
Asia Minor Holocaust

JUSTICE, Ill. � Holy Cross Church,
founded in 1961, will be consecrated Oct. 18.

Events begin with Vespers of the Con-
secration the previous evening, followed by
a reception.

Metropolitan Iakovos, presiding hier-
arch of the Chicago Diocese, will officiate
at the Consecration Liturgy beginning with
Orthros at 8 a.m.

A banquet will follow. More informa-
tion: call (708) 594-2040.

Illinois Parish Consecration

DANBURY, Conn. � Assumption Church
will celebrate its 60th anniversary on Oct.
25, and the 20th anniversary of its pastor, Fr.
Peter Karloutsos.

A dinner dance will be held at the Amber
Room Colonnade in Danbury in th evening.
(More information, call (203) 748-2992).

Connecticut Church, Priest
Marking Anniversaries

SEATTLE � It was a glorious afternoon
and evening, according to Vicky Carras
Kangles, for many long time friends who
gathered For a St. Demetrios Church Sun-
day School reunion after 60 years.

After months of planning and anticipa-
tion, the get-together of students and teach-
ers of the 1930s and early 1940s was held
Aug. 16 at the church. Sunday morning
started with liturgy, following by a memo-
rial service for all the teachers and students
loved and lost.

More that 100 alums and guests met
for an afternoon of nostalgia. They came
from as far as New York, Maryland, Hawaii,
California, Oregon and other cities in Wash-
ington.

After the social hour and dinner, Mis-

REUNION COMMITTEE members � (1st row, L to R) Vicky Carras Kangles, Alice Plumis
Dwyer, Mary Carras Pappas. (2nd row, L to R) Billie Babunes Larimer, Frances Plumis
Barnecut, Katie Babunes O�Neil, Catherine Neckas Iles and Angie Carras Batterton.

Sunday School Holds 60-Year  Reunion

Orthodox Group in Connecticut
Awards Three Scholarships

BRIDGEPORT, Conn. � The Fellowship
of Orthodox Churches of Connecticut
(FORCC)�an organization founded in 1993
to unite all the Eastern Orthodox churches
in Connecticut into one group, recently
awarded scholarships to three area youths.

This year�s recipients are: Paul Ballas
from St. Barbara Church in Orange; Victoria
Vlastaras from Holy Trinity Church, Bridge-
port; and Daniel Meissenheimer from Three
Saints Church in Ansonia.

The FORCC annual benefit dinner on
Oct. 4 at St. Barbara Church in Orange hon-
ored the three young graduates who were
also presented with a Holy Bible.

George Hallas, chairperson, and Fr.
Demetrios Recachinas of the Holy Trinity
Church in Bridgeport, are the FORCC
founders.

Their objective has been to provide fu-
ture planning for all Orthodox seniors and
youths of various ethnic backgrounds and
traditions.

Scholarship applications are accepted
from FORCC member-parishes.

Every year they present a $500 schol-
arship award to each of three Orthodox high
school graduates planning to enter college.
Church activities and financial need are im-
portant factors in making selections.

Editor�s note:  Following the tragic
crash of Swissair Flight 111 on Sept. 2, St.
Demetrios Church in Seattle held a memo-
rial service for the victims, including two of
its own parishioners, Christos and Loukia
Tsollis, on Sept. 6 after Liturgy.

According to Clifford T. Argue, the
event was covered by five local TV stations
for the evening news. The following story
about the couple appeared in the Seattle
Times and is reprinted with permission of
the reporter.

Young Couple among
Those Killed in Crash

By Tamra Fitzpatrick
Seattle Times staff reporter

Christos and Loukia Tsollis had just
bought a new house in Bothell. He was a soft-
ware design engineer at Microsoft. She was
finishing up her international-business degree
at the University of Washington. Things were
going well for the young Greek immigrants.
Their next step was to have children.

But all that came to an end when a
Swissair jetliner crashed off the coast of
Nova Scotia. The Tsollises were among the
229 people killed.

The couple, whom friends describe as
warm, generous people, had planned to
spend a week in Paris and two weeks in
Greece visiting their families.

�They�re two individuals who just
started their lives together,� said Nick
Fournarakis, an engineer for Boeing who
lives on Mercer Island.

�They were full of life, energy. They�re
both hard workers. It�s just devastating.�

Christos Tsollis, 29, and his wife, Loukia
�Lucy,� 27, met in Athens 12 years ago. They
married there in 1991 before moving to the U.S.

�They were very much in love,� said
Joanna Papanicolaou. �Always enjoying each
other.� Papanicolaou and her husband,
Stathis, both close friends of the Tsollises,
held arosoft since 1995, said Stathis Papa-
nicolaou. He received his engineering de-
gree in Greece and came to the U.S. to earn
his master�s degree in computer science at
the University of California at Santa Barbara.

Ioannis Mangos, a co-worker at Micro-
soft said, �He was very committed to
projects. He�d stay until the wee hours of
the morning,� he said.

�But he was also very dedicated to
Lucy,� Mangos said. �He always wanted to
be there for her.� Loukia Tsollis interned this
summer for the city of Bellevue. She had
attended Bellevue Community College be-
fore starting at the UW. �She was very pre-
occupied with her work and her courses.
She said it helped her to see life in a differ-
ent way,� Joanna Papanicolaou said.

Friends describe Loukia Tsollis as some-
one who was always smiling. �You will never
see her moody,� Nick Fournarakis said.
�She�s a sweetheart.�

The couple was heavily involved in the
Greek community in the Puget Sound area
and depended on it for support. They were
members of the St. Demetrios Greek Or-
thodox Church in Seattle.

�They were very pleasant people to be
around. They were a great asset to the Greek
community,� Stathis Papanicolaou said.

tress of Ceremonies Alice Plumis Dwyer in-
troduced former student Christos Tolias,
�who took us down memory lane, evoking
tears and laughter.� Clara Chakos Nicon, who
began teaching at age 15, compared the
changes in the philosophy and attitude reli-
gious teachings, from those early years with
ruler in hand to the present�which included
performing religious stories and moral les-
sons in a rapping style to appeal to today�s
students. Ms. Nicon is still vibrant and very
involved in all activities at Seattle�s Greek
Orthodox Church of the Assumption. Both
speakers were a delight, said Ms. Kangles.

Another former teacher singled out was
Lola Tolias Seoris, who recently retired af-
ter 55 years as a Sunday School teacher at
St. Demetrios.

ASBURY PARK, N.J. � Twenty-four clergy
from 20 parishes and more than 1,000 faith-
ful gathered at the Ocean Grove Auditorium
to celebrate the Elevation of the Holy Cross.

51st Annual Observance of Holy Cross Day in N.J.

ARCHBISHOP SPYRIDON speaks with George Hatziemanuel after his retrieval of the cross
in Asbury Park on Sept. 20. Also standing with His Eminence are, from left, Very Rev.
Ambrosios Bitziadis, pastor of St. George Church in Asbury Park; His Grace Bishop Vikentios
and Fr. Milton Efthimiou, pastor of  St. Barbara�s Church in Toms River.

(Peter Christopoulos photo)

By Peter Christopoulos

Archbishop Spyridon, accompanied by
New Jersey Diocese Chancellor the Very
Rev. Evangelos Kourounis, conducted the
Liturgy followed by a procession and a cer-
emony of the Blessing of the Waters.

His Eminence performed the traditional
throwing of the Cross in the waters of the
Atlantic. And 11 young men from various
New Jersey parishes participated in the at-
tempt to retrieve the Cross. George
Hatziemanuel from the St. George parish of
Clifton, N.J. was the youth who successfully
retrieved the cross.

After the ceremony, the Archbishop
with other clergy and parishioners read the
Trisagion prayers at the nearby statue of
Patriarch Athenagoras.

At the conclusion of the religious ac-
tivities a luncheon took place at a country
club in Deal, N.J.

Many clergy and faithful joined His
Eminence and other dignitaries at this af-
fair. Also present was Assemblyman Steven
Corodemus of the state Legislature.

During the luncheon, Aspasia Melis,
president of the New Jersey Diocese
Philoptochos Society, presented His Emi-
nence with a $1,000 check for the Holy
Cross seminary scholarship fund.

Fr. Ambrose Bitziadis, pastor of St.
George of Asbury Park, also presented His
Eminence with an unspecified amount from
various parishioners for the seminary.

An added attraction was the presenta-
tion of two cakes, one each for His Eminence
and Fr. Kourounis, in celebration of their
respective birthdays.

His Eminence addressed the partici-
pants and thanked them for their generos-
ity and hospitality. He promised to come
back again next year.
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TOP PROPERTIES is a private con-
cern and Mr. George S. Pipinos, its owner,
has earned, over the years, a reputation
for integrity and excellence in the world
of Real Estate in the Dodecanese.

At Top Properties we try hard to at-
tract important and selective investors:
high caliber businessmen/women and dis-
cerning professional people, both Greek
and foreign, who wish to acquire substan-
tial and valuable property on Rhodes.

We offer our expertise and advice pri-
vately, discreetly and in strict confidence.

We keep a comprehensive list of real
estate of the highest specification:

Ïäüò ÊÝííåíôõ 38,  ÑÏÄÏÓ 85100 � 38 Kennedy St., RHODES GR85100 GREECE
TEL.: (0241) 23895 � FAX: (0241) 20883

TOP PROPERTIES
GEORGIOS S. PIPINOS � ÃÅÙÑÃÉÏÓ Ó. ÐÉÐÉÍÏÓ

ÌÅÓÉÔÇÓ ÁÓÔÉÊÙÍ ÓÕÌÂÁÓÅÙÍ
REAL ESTATE AGENT � MEMBER OF F.I.A.B.C.I.

Ç �TOP PROPERTIES� åßíáé áôïìéêÞ åðé÷åßñçóç êáé áíÞêåé åî ïëïêëÞñïõ óôïí ê.
Ãåþñãéï Ó. Ðéðßíï, ðïõ áðü ôï 1971 áó÷ïëåßôáé áðïêëåéóôéêÜ êáé ìüíï ìå åðåíäýóåéò êáé
REAL ESTATE, óôï íçóß ôçò Ñüäïõ, êáèþò êáé óôçí åõñýôåñç ðåñéï÷Þ ôçò ÄùäåêáíÞóïõ.

ÁÐÅÕÈÕÍÏÌÁÓÔÅ: Óôïõò óïâáñïýò, áðáéôçôéêïýò êáé åðéëåêôéêïýò åðåíäõôÝò-
åðé÷åéñçìáôßåò- åëåýèåñïõò åðáããåëìáôßåò, ̧ ëëçíåò êáé îÝíïõò, õøçëïý åéóïäçìáôéêïý åðéðÝäïõ,
ðïõ åíäéáöÝñïíôáé íá êÜíïõí ìéá óïâáñÞ åðÝíäõóç ðñïâïëÞò óôï íçóß ôçò Ñüäïõ.

ÐÑÏÓÖÅÑÏÕÌÅ:  Á) Õðçñåóßåò êáé ðëçñïöïñßåò ðïõ ãßíïíôáé óå ðñïóùðéêü åðßðåäï
ìå å÷åìýèåéá, äéáêñéôéêüôçôá êáé óïâáñüôçôá.

Â) ÌåãÜëç ãêÜìá õøçëÞò ðïéüôçôáò áêéíÞôùí, üðùò: 1) Îåíïäï÷åßá Á� êáé Â� êáôçãïñßáò
ôùí 600-500-350-300 êëéíþí 2) ÊåíôñéêÜ áóôéêÜ áêßíçôá êáôÜëëçëá ãéá ÔñÜðåæåò -
êáôáóôÞìáôá-ãñáöåßá 3) ÐáñáëéáêÝò åêôÜóåéò, êáôÜëëçëåò ãéá ôïõñéóôéêÝò åðåíäýóåéò ôùí
150.000-100.000-70.000-50.000-36.000 ô.ì. êáé 4) Äéáìåñßóìáôá êáé ìåæïíÝôåò ðñïâïëÞò.

ÓÔÏ×ÏÓ ÌÁÓ ÅÉÍÁÉ: Íá ðñïóöÝñïõìå óôï áãïñáóôéêü ìáò êïéíü  õøçëÞò ðïéüôçôáò
áêßíçôá êáé åõêáéñßåò óôï íçóß ôçò Ñüäïõ. Ç åéêïóéðåíôáåôÞò êáé ðëÝïí ðåßñá ìáò óôïí ôïìÝá
áõôü áðïôåëåß åããýçóç.

ÓÕÍÈÇÌÁ ÌÁÓ ÅÉÍÁÉ:
Åðåíäýóôå óôç ÑÏÄÏ ÔÙÑÁ, óå áêßíçôá ðïõ ÁÍÔÅ×ÏÕÍ ÓÔÏ ×ÑÏÍÏ

Ãåþñãéïò Ó. Ðéðßíïò
ÌÅÓÉÔÇÓ ÁÓÔÉÊÙÍ ÓÕÌÂÁÓÅÙÍ

Ãéáôß åìåßò ãíùñßæïõìå êáëýôåñá!

a. A´ and B´ class hotels (600, 500, 350, 300 beds capacity).
b. Centrally situated office buildings and other business premises.
c. Seaside land, ideal for development (hotels, holiday resorts, etc.), of 150.000,

100.000, 70.000, 50.000, 36.000 sq.m.
d. Luxury apartments, maisonettes, detached, semi-detached and terraced houses.
Our aim is to give our clients the opportunity to acquire value for money, first class

real estate on Rhodes. Our 25-year-old experience in Real Estate is our warranty.
Our motto is: Invest in Rhodes. Invest in property. It stands the test of time.

TOP PROPERTIES and George S. Pipinos
Because we know better!
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If you have been reading the Orthodox
Observer over the past year, then you may
be aware that an interfaith research project/
ministry is currently underway. You might
also be aware that the intent of this work is
to examine how the church can minister
more effectively to the increasing numbers
of inter-Christian, inter-ethnic (and in some
cases, inter-racial and inter-class) marriages
that are occurring in our Archdiocese.

A Brief Update on the Interfaith Marriage Research Project

By Fr. Charles Joanides

As this ministry has unfolded, a con-
siderable amount of encouragement and
excitement has been generated, as well as
some concerns. As the director of this re-
search project, I thought it time to address
three of the common questions that I have
fielded over the past several months:

1. Why research interfaith marriages?
2. Why are we utilizing the term inter-

faith rather than some other descriptor?
3. What are the benefits of this re-

search?
Why research interfaith marriages?

First and foremost, did you know that
two out of every three (66%) marriages per-
formed in our Archdiocese are interfaith in
composition? All of which means that 50%
of our young people who get married in our
churches are choosing to marry spouses
who are non-Orthodox Christians. And did
you also know that if we were to include
the marriages that are not conducted in our
churches, some estimates suggest that the
percentage of interfaith marriages is closer
to 80%. And lastly, did you know that over
the past 50 years interfaith marriages in our
Archdiocese have increased almost nine-fold

from about 400 marriages to about 3,600
marriages annually. So the first reason why
the Archdiocese has determined it neces-
sary to examine interfaith marriages more
carefully is closely related to the increasing
numbers of interfaith marriages occurring
across our Archdiocese.

Second, since family has always played
a central and important role in our efforts to
achieve individual and collective well being
as Greek Orthodox Christians, another good
reason to study interfaith marriages is con-
nected to this latter observation. To be more
specific, research has shown that there is a
reciprocal correlation between marital well
being and individual and family well being.
Discerning how the church can facilitate,
rather than impede, marital well being
among interfaith couples will most likely
enhance interfaith marital satisfaction, as
well as positively impacting individual, and
family well being, and by extension, the well
being of our Archdiocese, Dioceses and
churches.

Third, we should be studying interfaith
marriages because we live in a market place
of ideas. There are numerous �experts� seek-
ing to compete with the church in an effort to
market their ideas. It is incumbent upon our
church to proactively start addressing marital
and family issues from an Orthodox perspec-
tive, otherwise it is very probable that some-
one else will. The ultimate consequences of
our failure to address the needs of our mar-
riages and families are anyone�s guess.

Fourth, we should be studying interfaith
marriages to continue the work that has
been done by previous Clergy-Laity Con-
gresses. As early as 1974, Clergy-Laity Con-
gresses have identified the increasing num-

bers of interfaith marriages across our Arch-
diocese as a challenge that should be exam-
ined more carefully. For example, the report
given in 1996 from the Committee on In-
terchurch and Interfaith Marriages began
with the following statement:

�Interfaith marriages and interchurch
households are the reality. To ignore that
reality, to maintain a rigidity of outlook in
regards to these couples and families would
mean that in practice, we would be closing
our doors to the very children, adults and
families who are the church�s future.�

To summarize what has been stated
above, we should be studying interfaith
marriages because:

� 66-80% of our marriages are inter-
faith in composition,

� family well being is of central impor-
tance to Greek Orthodox American�s well
being; healthy marriages are associated with
healthy families,

� there are a number of people writing
about marriages and families from numer-
ous philosophical perspectives and our Or-
thodox voice should also be heard,

� continued indifference to this grow-
ing segment of our church�s faithful might
result in our inadvertently �closing our doors
to the very children, adults and families who
are the church�s future.�

Why are we utilizing
the term interfaith rather than

some other descriptor?
To begin answering this question, it

should be emphasized that the current in-
terfaith research project is involved in ex-
amining inter-Christian marriages: marriages
between a Greek Orthodox Christian and a
non-Orthodox Christian who has been bap-
tized in the name of the Holy Trinity. As
such, some have suggested that the term
�interfaith� is misleading, and that we should
rather be using the term �inter-Christian.�
So why is the term interfaith being utilized
rather than the term �inter-Christian?�
Though a simple answer to this question is
not possible, the following contributing fac-
tors have influenced the selection and use
of the descriptor �interfaith� over other types
of descriptors such as �inter-Christian.�

First, during the 1996 Clergy- Laity Con-
gress, the Interchurch and Interfaith Commit-
tee debated this question at some length and
determined to endorse the descriptor �inter-
faith.� Additionally, at the recent Clergy- La-
ity Congress held in Orlando in 1998 the In-
terfaith Committee also considered this is-
sue and determined to defer to the work done

NATIONAL MINISTRIES

See INTERFAITH on page 19
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THESSALONIKI (Macedonian Press
Agency) � The autonomous monastic com-
munity of Mt. Athos is to receive funds
amounting to 50 billion drachmas (approxi-
mately $172.4 million U.S. dollars)  by the
year 2006, stemming from European and
national sources, according to data pre-
sented today by the Minister of Macedonia-
Thrace Philippos Petsalnikos and the under-
secretary of National Economy Christos
Pachtas. The two officials also reported that
a specific plan is currently in the works by
the EU for the promotion of the monastic
community, through the Regional Business
Program.

Four contracts were signed today call-
ing for restoration works to be performed
on four monasteries, a project that amounts
to 1.6 billion drachmas (approximately $5.5
million U.S. dollars) 1.4 billion drachmas of
which is subsidized by the funding mecha-
nisms of the European Investment Bank
(EIB). It should be noted that 21 percent of
EIB�s Greece-related overall package is to
be allocated for Mt. Athos, that is 39 billion
drachmas.

Mr. Pachtas stated that the Greek gov-
ernment wishes to contribute as much as
possible to Mt. Athos, and illustrated the sin-
gularity of the monastic community which is
characterized as the �Arc of Orthodoxy.�

He pointed out that preserved at Mt.
Athos are 15,000 manuscripts (whereas the
Vatican has only 5,000), 20,000 icons that
date to the 8th century and 50,000 square
meters of wall murals.

In turn, Mr. Petsalnikos reminded that
the ministry of Macedonia-Thrace allocated
six billion drachmas in funds between 1993-
1998  for restoration works in the monas-
teries.

Mt. Athos is under the jurisdiction of
the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople
(http://www.patriarchate.org).

For more information on Mt. Athos on
the web, visit:  http://www.duth.gr/Athos.

To learn more about the monastic tradi-
tion in the Orthodox Church visit:
http://www.goarch.org/access/Compa-
nion_to_Orthodox_Church/monasticism.html

Mt. Athos to Receive
50 Billion Drachmas

JERUSALEM (ENI)�Church leaders
have applauded plans by the Israeli gov-
ernment to reopen the site venerated as
the place where Jesus was baptized.

Christians May Soon Have Full Access
to Traditional Site of Jesus� Baptism

By Ross Dunn

A picturesque Greek Orthodox mon-
astery, constructed in the 19th century,
still stands near the site on the west bank
of the River Jordan, on the outskirts of
Jericho. The location is part of the terri-
tory taken by Israel during the 1967 war.

Since 1967 the area has been off lim-
its to most Christian visitors because it
lies within an Israeli military zone, sur-
rounded by fenced-off areas littered with
land mines from wars dating back to the
foundation of the Jewish State in 1948.

The area is opened only twice a year
when pilgrims gather in memory of the
baptism of Jesus - in January for the Greek
Orthodox Church and on the third Thurs-
day in October for the Roman Catholic
Church. On those dates visitors are al-
lowed to use river water to fill bottles,
jars and buckets for baptisms on the bank
of the river. Baptism in the Jordan River
by total immersion, preferred by many
Christians here, is forbidden at the site,
though this may be permitted soon.

�It�s extremely good,� Ian Paten, a
clergyman at the St. Andrew�s Scots
Church  in Jerusalem, told ENI. �This ap-
pears to be another step towards satisfy-

ing the many people who come to the
Holy Land for baptism.�  Paten said the
site of Jesus� baptism was extremely
important.

�St. Mark�s Gospel begins with this
event and does not touch his birth at all.
For our church, baptism is symbolic and
is based on new life in Christ.�

He said the site also provided an im-
portant link with John the Baptist, who
he believed was a member of the
Essenes, a Jewish sect which was based
at Qumran near the Dead Sea.

Israel�s Minister of Tourism,  Moshe
Katzav, said recently that the site should
be open before the year 2000, when mil-
lions of Christian pilgrims are expected
to arrive for the celebrations marking the
anniversary of the birth of Jesus.

According to Agence de Presse
Internationale Catholique, in Fribourg,
Switzerland, the Israeli government�s
plan to re-open the site is partly the re-
sult of action by the Jordanian authori-
ties, who have begun constructing a cen-
ter for pilgrims on the east bank of the
River Jordan, opposite the site of the
baptism of Jesus.  �Israel has every rea-
son to fear that pilgrims will choose to
arrive via Amman [the Jordanian capital],
which offers cheaper international
flights,� APIC reported, adding that im-
proved relations between Jordan and Is-
rael were another reason for the change
of  heart by the Israeli government.

Serbian Monks in Kosovo Say Aggressors Belong �to the Past�

ATHENS, Greece (AP) - Archbishop
Christodoulos called on Greeks to end dis-
crimination against people infected with the
AIDS virus, after visiting a clinic in the capi-
tal recently.

It was the first time a head of the Greek
church has visited an AIDS treatment facility.

�I want to appeal to all people to stop
acting with such inhuman and anti-Christian
discrimination,�� said Christodoulos, the head
of the Orthodox Church of Greece, after visit-
ing the clinic at an Athens hospital on Sept. 8.

�We are all children of God, we are all
sinners and no one can say he is better than
others. Let he who has never sinned cast the
first stone,�� Christodoulos said.

AIDS cases in Greece are among the
lowest in Europe, with a total of 1,853 re-
ported from 1987 to 1997.

Greece�s Archbishop Makes
First-Ever Visit to AIDS Clinic

CRESTWOOD, N.Y. � St. Vladimir�s
Seminary  celebrated 60 years of service on
Oct. 3,  Orthodox Education Day. The all
day event took place on the seminary cam-
pus in Crestwood.

The theme will be �Orthodox Theologi-
cal Education in America: Yesterday and
Today�. Workshops and seminars were led
by Professor John Barnett and Fr. Paul Tarazi
on �The Bible in Theological Education,�
Professor John Erickson and Dr. Paul
Meyendorff on �Theological Education and
Ecumenism,� and Fr. Anthony Scott on �Stra-
tegic Planning in Theological Education.�

Fr. Thomas Hopko chaired the final dis-
cussion in the main tent.

Several parish choirs also have been
invited to participate. The popular youth
seminar will be held again. For alumnae and
friends the annual event has developed into
something of a reunion as old friendships
are renewed.

The seminary has undergone (and is
undergoing) a transformation as a result of
the successful capital campaign. Friends and
supporters are encouraged to view the con-
struction and renovation projects. The
architect�s 3D model for the new John G.
Rangos Building also was on display.
Groundbreaking for the new building oc-
curred this summer.

St. Vladimir�s 60th Year

(RNS) Patriarch Alexii, head of the Rus-
sian Orthodox Church, has warned Russians
not let the country�s deepening political and
economic crisis lead to civil war.

�Civil war is the most terrible thing that
the current political crisis could bring to
Russia, because (shedding) blood always
divides,� the patriarch said in Sept. 8 re-
marks after prayers before the icon of Our
Lady of Vladimir, who is considered a pro-
tector of Moscow.

Alexii said the nation was �at a time of
new crisis.� �We know that many are hav-
ing a hard time now, and it will perhaps
become even more difficult,� the patriarch
said of the mounting economic woes that
have made tens of thousands of Russians
destitute in the years since it began initiat-
ing free market reforms.

�Nevertheless,� he said, �we believe
that the Lord will protect our land from mis-
fortunes, sorrows and internecine war.�

Ecumenical News International, the
Geneva-based religious news agency, said
that the economic crisis affecting the coun-
try is having a devastating impact on
churches and other nonprofit organizations
because donations are losing their purchas-
ing power, big donors cannot transfer prom-
ised funds to religious organizations be-
cause the banking system is paralyzed, and
the Russian state � the churches� biggest
benefactor � is completely bankrupt.

Viktor Petlyuchenko, a deputy chair-
man of the Orthodox Church�s department
of external affairs, told ENI it has lost many
of its resources. �We trusted the economic
system and banks,� he said.

Patriarch Alexii Urges
Russians to Pray for Peace

DECANI, Kosovo (ENI)�Monks belong-
ing to a historic Serbian Orthodox monas-
tery near this Kosovo town, which has seen
some of the worst fighting during the present
crisis, recently issued a statement rejecting
ethnic cleansing and called on Albanians and
Serbs to settle their differences peacefully.

At least 250 people have been killed in
Kosovo since February in clashes between
Serb forces and ethnic Albanian guerrillas
and other violent incidents.

Beta news agency in Belgrade has
quoted unidentified refugees as saying that
a recent mass grave of 300 bodies had been
found on the outskirts of Decani, about 50
miles from Kosovo�s capital, Pristina.

The monastery is in one of the oldest
dioceses of the Serbian Orthodox Church.
Kosovo is a Serbian province where ethnic
Albanians comprise 90 percent of the popu-
lation of 2.2 million. Many want to secede
from Serbia, which, with Montenegro,
makes up the Federal Republic of Yugosla-
via. Western powers oppose any change of
borders, but want the Serbs to cease their
armed offensive and restore Kosovo�s au-
tonomy, which Serbia revoked in 1989.

In their statement, issued on June 12,
the monks expressed �great grief for the
town of Decani in which we have been liv-
ing for years and which gives us a picture of
what uncontrolled human madness can do.�

They added: �Although our Church is
deeply attached both spiritually and histori-
cally to the Serbian people, it nevertheless
has a spiritual duty towards all others who
live in this region, especially towards the
vulnerable and the poor.

�Hence, if in this tragedy we have to
take someone under our protection, mor-
ally we do not have the right to discriminate

on the basis of race or religion. We coura-
geously  express our sympathy with all in-
nocent victims, with the hungry and the dis-
placed, no matter which ethnic group they
belong to.

�We firmly condemn all criminal, un-
just and inhuman acts, no matter where or
by whom they are committed. No one has
the moral right to build his happiness on
the misfortune of his neighbor.

�This is what our faith teaches, along
with our saints and the Holy Tradition of
the Orthodox Church. This is what we have
preached to all who have visited our mon-
astery.�

The monks appealed to both Serbs and
Albanians, and their political leaders, �to
continue - as soon as possible - the previ-
ous dialogue, and make a firm commitment
to do all they can to stop further violence.�

�The violence cannot be overcome by
violence, and any violent act immediately
produces more violence,� the monks said.

�Unfortunately, in this conflict the
greatest victims are innocent civilians who
suffer immensely because of aggressive
political ambitions.

�Both Serbs and Albanians must un-
derstand that in 21st century Europe there
is NO place for ethically cleansed territo-
ries, terror and crimes.  These regions of
the Balkans will not be integrated in the
modern world until the conditions for
peaceful coexistence of all peoples, no
matter what their religion or ethnic group,
are created.

�All those who hope to realize their
aggressive nationalist ideas by force and
violence against the civilian population defi-
nitely belong to the past,� the monks said
in their statement.
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in 1996 and utilize the term interfaith over
other similar descriptors. Concurrently, it also
recommended that church authorities clarify
and define this term.

Second, though the types of marriages
currently being examined are indeed inter-
Christian, these marriages are not simply
inter-Christian in composition. A closer in-
vestigation of these marriages will reveal
that, at minimum, these marriages are gen-
erally inter-Christian and inter-ethnic, and
in some instances they are inter-racial and
inter-class marriages. As such, the descrip-
tor �inter-Christian� is delimiting in scope
and does not fully capture the complexity
and richness of the marriages currently un-
der investigation.

      Third, since the term interfaith is a
more inclusive term, this descriptor allows
the church (if it so chooses in the future) to
examine other types of marital constellations
that its faithful have chosen to enter, i.e.,
such as inter-religious marriages between
Greek Orthodox Christians and non-Chris-
tians. While there are no specific plans to
study these types of marriages, for pastoral
reasons it could be that the church may de-
cide to examine and reach out to these types
Greek Orthodox Christians, and their
spouses and children.

Fourth, a quick perusal of the literature
examining intermarriage will revel that schol-
ars and researchers tend to utilize numer-
ous terms to refer to marriages that cross
over social and religious boundaries. Some
typical descriptors that one might encoun-
ter when reading the academic literature that
concerns itself with intermarriages are as
follows: intermarriages, exogamous mar-
riages, out-marriages, cross-over marriages,
mixed marriages, heterogamous marriages,
inter-Christian marriages, inter-religious
marriages, and interfaith marriages. All of
which suggests that consensus among aca-
demics who are studying these types of so-
ciological trends is often lacking because (a)
this area of interest is very fluid, rich, and
complex in nature, and (b) scholars are still
busy describing and understanding these
changes. For example, this confusion is re-
flected in the national conversation Presi-
dent Clinton has initiated about race and
multiculturalism. Early into this national dia-
logue, numerous participants began observ-

ing that the necessary language to address
the rich racial/multicultural diversity that
characterizes our nation does not always
exist. In consequence, it has been suggested
that a new set of terms must be constructed
to describe race/multiculturalism: terms that
will be inclusive of our past and yet also
address our present and future needs.

Just as our country is struggling to find
language that will facilitate inclusivity, the
church is also being challenged to find ap-
propriate language to stretch its concept of
ministry and become more inclusive. Time
will thus tell which term(s) will be adopted
and utilized to describe this ministry. For
now the descriptor �interfaith� has been
selected and is being utilized because it is
more inclusive in nature than other terms
such as inter-Christian. But alas, as this re-
search process unfolds, and further conver-
sation occurs about this research, it may well
be that even the term �interfaith� might be
deemed to be delimiting in nature since it

does not account for the ethnic, racial, and
class differences that characterize the mar-
riages currently under consideration.

What are the benefits
of this research?

With God�s help, at the very minimum
the following objectives and benefits will be
realized from this research effort. Briefly, this
research will seek to:

� document the lived experiences, ob-
servations, and interpretations of approxi-
mately 160-200 interfaith marriage spouses
across our Archdiocese

� document the lived experiences, ob-
servations and interpretations of about 40-
60 �stakeholders� who are either person-
ally interested in this topic or have special
insights to contribute to this project. (stake-
holders might be clergy, social scientists,
individuals from failed interfaith marriages,
theologians, lay leaders, interfaith couple�s
parents, etc.)

� develop a substantially thicker, richer
conceptual understanding of the special
challenges and obstacles interfaith marriages
and families face in their efforts to worship
in their local Greek Orthodox Church

� acquire a thicker and richer concep-
tual understanding of what special chal-
lenges and obstacles the Church faces as it
seeks to minister to this growing segment
of our membership

� generate a manual that will assist our
seminarians, clergy, and laity in their efforts
to minister to interfaith marriages

� develop a resource manual that can
be given to interfaith couples

� lead to the development of an inter-
faith seminar that can be presented to our
future seminarians, and our present clergy
and laity to assist them in their efforts to
develop a deeper sensitivity for the special
needs and challenges that these types of

from page 17

A Brief Update on the Interfaith Marriage Research Project

See INTERFAITH on page 23
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GREEK LANGUAGE LESSONS IN ONE CDROM

by George Balanis PhD, MBA
and Toula Balanis AA � AnoTek, Inc.

WRITE TO: AnoTek  Tel: (310)450-5027   �  Fax: (310)450-0867
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If you want to learn Greek quick and easy, our CDROM course is for you.  You will learn the Greek language
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� Read and Speak Greek CDROM Ver. 2.0 (Greek font included) $75.00
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RETIRED CLERGY

A man told his mother on
Sunday morning,
�Mother, I am not going
to that church anymore
and I have two good rea-
sons. First, I feel as if I

don�t love anyone there
anymore and, what is

worse, I feel as if not one person at that
church loves me anymore!�

Association�s Efforts Help Boost Priests� Pensions

By Fr. Nicholas L. Vieron

The mother replied, �Son, you are go-
ing to that church and I am going to give
you two good reasons why. First, you�re 58
years old -you should know better- and
second...you�re the pastor of that church!�

Our mothers never had to tell us that.
We loved and enjoyed going to the churches
we served as pastors. However, that doesn�t
mean that we don�t appreciate our present
status -retirement- for which we are grate-
ful, that is those of us who are, thank God,
relatively healthy and are able to cope fi-
nancially.

But it wasn�t always that way for all re-
tirees. We had several priests whose income
from their church pension was less than
$500 a month! I know, disgrace. The issue
here is not whose fault it is -whether the
priest, when active, ignored his obligation,
or his parish did not submit to what is now
an automatic contribution. The issue is what
was done about it!

The Retired Clergy Association decided
to find a way to raise the pension of these
brothers to at least a minimum of $500 a
month. Still not that much but for those who
were receiving half that amount, it would
be appreciated!

The request was made to the 1996
Congress Finance Committee but we were
told that the budget did not permit the in-
troduction of this item which amounted to
about $5,000 a month -$60,000 per year.

The RCA, therefore, decided to make
an appeal to the entire church community.
Fr. William Gaines, our president, assigned
the job to Fr. Evagoras Constantinides, a fel-
low retiree, who makes retirement sound
like a new challenge. Fr. Evagoras immedi-
ately went to work with pleas in all direc-
tions. The first donation was by the RCA it-
self, turning the balance of the Bishop
Cavadas Statue fund in the amount of $4,495
over to the Supplementary Pension Fund.

Soon, donations started pouring in so
that in August of 1996 supplementary pen-
sion checks could be mailed to 19 brothers.
Eventually, the number of recipients climbed
to 24. All received their monthly checks
regularly.

In March 1997 Archbishop Spyridon
announced that the Archdiocese would as-
sume this responsibility. The balance of the
funds held by the RCA was forwarded to
the Archdiocese which is now issuing the
checks. This was finalized June 7, 1997.

One hundred forty-five individuals, par-
ishes, Philoptochos chapters, and other or-
ganizations donated a total of $65,036.40,
plus $282.35 interest earned. There were
no expenses because Fr. Constantinides�
bank did not include service charges, and
all mailing expenses were absorbed by Fr.
Evagoras.

The largest contribution was made by
the Archbishop Iakovos Leadership 100 En-
dowment Fund in the amount of $22,000.
The largest individual contribution was
$2,500 made by Fr. Solon Tsandikos, a re-
tiree, and the Stephen G. and Thelma Yeonas
Foundation of Arlington, Va., for $2,400.

The Retired Clergy Association thanks
all who made it a little easier for our veteran
brother priests. May God continue to bless
you and yours.

Fr. Vieron is RCA Epistle editor. Write
to Fr. N.L.Vieron, Pastor Emeritus of Annun-
ciation Church in Memphis at: 571 N. High-
land-Memphis, TN 38122, call (901) 323-
9530e-mail: nlvieron@memphisonline.com

Fr. George Papadeas of Daytona, Fla.,
retired Sept. 1 at the age of 80.

He served 30 of his 56 years as priest
of Holy Trinity Archdiocesan Cathedral in
New York, and also served St. Paul�s Cathe-
dral in Hempstead, N.Y.

Fr. Papadeas noted  in a letter to the
Observer that, �having reached the age of
80, but still feeling quite young, I must do
some catching up on so many things, which
I had put on the back burner.�

Over the years, he has authored two
books, liturgical translations and several ar-
ticles dealing with the life of the Church in
America.

His retirement coincides with the 40th

anniversary of the St. Paul�s Society of the
New York City Police Department, which
he founded in 1958 to bring together all
police officers of Orthodox Christian back-

FR. PAPADEAS is shown with officers of  the newly organized St. Paul�s Society in 1958
at the group�s first Communion Breakfast. From left, Nick Chiarkas, secretary; Emmanuel
Manos, president; Detective Jim Maravell and Sgt. Al Novick, vice president.

Fr. Papadeas Retires after 56 Years� Service
ground.

In 1950, Archbishop Michael had com-
missioned Fr. Papadeas to organize the first
parish in Nassau and Suffolk counties, which
comprise the bulk of Long Island east of the
city.

The result was the founding of St. Paul�s
Church in Hempstead. Among the members
were several NYPD officers who told Fr.
Papadeas about the Orthodox presence on
the police force.

The first organizational meeting took
place in May 1958, and Archbishop Michael
named Fr. Papadeas as the Society�s first
chaplain.

Thirteen years later, Archbishop Iakovos ap-
pointed him to head the Ionian Village in Greece.

He also served the Florida communi-
ties of Inverness and Lecanto for many years
until his retirement.

KKKKKontos Fontos Fontos Fontos Fontos Foodsoodsoodsoodsoods  famous for its POCKETPOCKETPOCKETPOCKETPOCKET-LESS-LESS-LESS-LESS-LESS     PITPITPITPITPITAAAAA,
is proud to present its original products once again.

BOX 628, PATERSON, NJ 07544
 � Fax: (973) 278-7943

KONTOS FOODS, INC � EVRIPIDES KONTOS, President

F i l l o
K a t a i f i

Delicious, traditional products made

offered to Communities, Or-
ganizations, Church festi-
vals and all other functions.

SPECIAL DISCOUNTS

Courteous Service � WE SHIP EVERYWHERE in the US & CANADA

S p a n a k o p i t a
T y r o p i t a

with the highest quality ingredients

    (973) 278-2800
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challengeYouth Ministry

ChallengeChallengeChallengeChallengeChallenge is the youth supplement
to the Orthodox Observer produced
by the Department of Youth & Young

Adult Ministries.
Articles reflect the opinion of the writers.
Write to the Office of Youth & Young

Adult Ministries, Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese of America

8 East 79th Street,
New York, New York  10021

� To subscribe to the Youth Office
Listserver, send an e-mail to:
m a j o r d o m o @ l i s t . g o a r c h . o r g
� In the BODY of the e-mail, type in:
subscribe youth

Email: youthoffice@goarch.org
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I saw one. I want one.  It�s cool. Looks
sexy. Looks bad.  Looks like it hurt.  It�s fun,
you get a rush. Everyone�s got one. It�s
trendy.  Whatever the reason, tattooing and
body piercing have become the trend of the
90�s especially among teenagers and young
people who are finding the allure of perma-
nent, color images needled into their skin
or the poking of metal rods and rings all over
their bodies irresistible.

Many professional athletes, including
35 percent of those in the NBA,  and many
high-profile movie stars are sporting body
rings and showcasing body art, very often,
shamelessly, in some of their most private
body parts.

Almost any area on the human body
that can be pinched, pierced or decorated,
has been, as people are constantly looking
for new and improved ways to attract
wanted and unwanted attention.

Tattoo is derived from the Tahitian word
�tatay�, meaning �to inflict wounds.�  It can
be dated back as far as 8000 B.C. and body
piercing was popular as long as 5,000 years
ago until it was banned by the early Chris-
tians because it was believed to be �des-
ecrating the body.�

Although in ancient times many forms
of body art carried with it ritualistic signifi-
cance, there are few such implications to-
day in the Western world while, on the con-
trary, attracting attention seems to be one
of the most alluring aspects of these ancient
forms of so-called �artistic expression.�

Many young people claim to make fash-
ion statements, personality statements, and
statements of individuality by prodding,
poking, piercing, and painting their bodies.
Our society has become so desensitized that
self mutilation is looked upon as the norm
and an individual�s body is treated as an

Tattoos: Is It Only Skin Deep?
By Maria Karalekas object of personal reverence and glorifica-

tion rather than a temple of God to be of-
fered back to Him.  How do you think God
feels about tattooing and body piercing?

Do you think He approves of us doing
these things to our bodies?  Well, let�s take
a look at what He says about our bodies.

In 1 Corinthians 6:19-20, He says, �Do
you not know that your body is the temple
of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you
have from God, and you are not your own?
For you were bought at a price; therefore
glorify God in your body and in your spirit,
which are God�s.�

tity, purity, obedience and self-sacrifice is
an example for all of us as to emulate.

Can we imagine the Virgin Mary cov-
ered with tattoos and body piercings?  Obvi-
ously not.  How then can we imagine our-
selves that way or accept such bodily expres-
sions as appropriate for a temple of God?

Millions of people exist and live their
earthly lives without ever understanding
what their purpose in life is or why they were
created.

For Orthodox Christians, the goal of
man is �theosis� or union with God.  Our
purpose is not to attract the attention of oth-
ers by making radical statements with our
bodies for our own personal vanity, but
rather to attract the grace of the Holy Spirit
and to lead others to Christ through our
Christian example.

We are called to be �ambassadors for
Christ.�  Do we fulfill this purpose by adorn-
ing our bodies with tattoos or body
piercings?

In Romans 12:2, St. Paul tells us,
�Present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy,
acceptable to God, which is your reason-
able service. And do not be conformed to
this world, but be transformed by the re-
newing of your mind, that you may prove
what is that good and acceptable and per-
fect will of God.�

We are not to transform ourselves ac-
cording to the latest whims and fads of so-
ciety but rather to conform and abide by the
will of God.

Fads come and go and there will always
be new trends and fashion manias demand-
ing our allegiance, but where do we draw
the line and what standards should we use
to measure the appropriateness of these?

The allure of body piercing is more than
skin deep. It affects our soul, our mind and
our entire being. If we are to maintain a
lifestyle of purity and attain union with God,
then we must denounce all bodily abuses.

Rather than making �artistic expres-
sions� with our bodies, let us make an ex-
pression of faith by maintaining our bodies
pure, spotless and undefiled so that we may
�be an example to the believers in word, in
conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity.�
(1 Tim. 12)

CHRISTINE MARTIN
St. Barbara, Toms River, NJ

PROFILE: 17 years old; senior
in Monsignor Donovan High School;
vice president of her Senior class;
member of her school�s varsity ten-
nis and softball teams; co-founder
of school�s radio station; member of
school�s �Guidance Outreach Pro-
gram� which visits and spends time
with homebound senior citizens; fa-
vorite subject is history; plans to at-
tend college and major in second-
ary education

SERVICE: President of GOYA;
captain of GOYA volleyball team;

greatest commandment is to love our neigh-
bor.  Even in such a messed up world, there
are still people who try to live by this and
who try to deliver this message of �love.�
We too should live our lives trying our best
to love and serve our neighbor.

* If you are a parent, priest, youth
worker, teacher or a friend of a young per-
son whose actions or behavior you feel can
serve to inspire other young people, write
to us about that individual or send us an e-
mail at youthoffice@goarch.org  Include in-
formation on how we may contact them for
further information.

C to Paul O�Neill, New York
Yankee, All-Star outfielder,
who signed for an extension
on his contract in the neigh-

borhood of $6 million a year. His market
value is in the area of $9-$10 million a year,
but said, �how much is enough� and what
kind of message am I sending to my
kids...after all, he�s always told them that
�Daddy is living in a make believe world
now� and it won�t last very long.

C to the Detroit Red Wings.
They won their second
Stanley Cup Championship
in a row. Last year, after

their first victory � there was a terrible car
accident that involved two of the Red Wings.
One played this year, the other one was
wheelchair bound.  After the team won its
second Stanley Cup (1998), they wheeled
the wheelchair-bound player on the ice rink
and presented him the Stanley Cup.  An in-
credible moment in Sports history � that�s
why we play sports.

Thumbs Upppppppp!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

C to Leonardo DiCaprio for
his decision to opt out of the
controversial big-screen ad
aptation of Bret Easton Ellis�

�American Psycho.�  He will not be playing
a sadistic yuppie serial killer after all and
parents of teen-age girls around the world
can breathe a sigh of relief!

D to Jamie Lee Curtis who
stars in the film �Hallow
een: H2O,� rated R for vio
lence, gore and profanity.

In an interview with Matt Lauer on the To-
day Show, Curtis says of her recent perfor-
mance, �I am concerned about violence but
this is entertainment.  I have yet to see hard
core evidence that this kind of movie causes
kids to be violent.� Does Ms. Curtis really
believe that extreme displays of violence,
mutilations, and human slaughter can pro-
mote anything less than violent behavior?
Hundreds of studies have shown that me-
dia violence, although not the only source,
is a significant contributor to aggressive and
violent behavior in children and teenagers;
and, �sometimes watching a single violent
program can increase aggressiveness.�

What Do
You Think?

The nine-camp tour began in Chicago
and concluded in Boston. Trailing around the
country, visiting various diocese youth camps
on behalf of the National Youth Office, An-
drew Anthony recorded the voices of well
over 1,000 young people singing the praises
of the Divine Liturgy this past summer.

The tour is now officially over and the
task of editing and duplicating the hymns to
produce a compact disc entitled �Liturgical
Hymns of Praise by Orthodox Youth� is un-
derway.

Included in this CD will be the voices
of the Girls Junior Choir of St. Nicholas
Church in Flushing, N.Y. and the Boys Byz-
antine Choir of St. Demetrios Cathedral in
Astoria.

The anticipated completion date of the
CD is November, at which time it will be
made available for sale to all priests, youth
workers, teachers and all the faithful of the
Archdiocese. The Youth Office will bring you
more details in the near future on how you
may obtain a copy of this CD.

�Liturgical Hymns
of Praise by Orthodox
Youth� Nears Completion

planned �Baseball Card Show� fundraiser
which raised $800 and helped defray the
cost of state events such as �Sights &
Sounds� and Junior Olympics; member of
St. Barbara�s dance group; GOYA ran a
clothes drive to Bosnia last year and this year
plans to raise money to offer back to their
church and community for their continued
support to the youth; attends Sunday School.

ADVICE TO PEERS: The greatest pres-
sure facing young people today is choosing
between right and wrong. Our standards for
making choices should be based on what the
Church teaches. If we rely on our faith to
guide us, then the right choice will be clear.
They may not always be the easiest to make
but will ultimately lead us closer to God.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT: �To love an-
other person is to see the face of God�(quote
from Les Miserables) God told us that the

�Do you not know that
your body is the temple of the
Holy Spirit who is in you,
whom you have from God,
and you are not your own?
For you were bought at a
price; therefore glorify God in
your body and in your spirit,
which are God�s.�

1 Corinthians 6:19-20

If our body is not our own, then we
should make every effort to protect it and
maintain it undefiled and pure.  We are ves-
sels that carry the body and blood of Jesus
Christ, we are His temple, His home.

Knowing and understanding this, we
must make every effort to treat our bodies
as temples of God and dwelling places of
His glory.

Our Most Holy Theotokos was the first
to become God�s temple.   Her life of chas-
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flowers and silk flowers

Custom framing available
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We Ship Anywhere

Wedding and Christen-
ing items, Favors, Marti-
rika, Vaptistika, Ecclesi-
astical items.
We ship anywhere!
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KENTRIKON-NOUFARO
23-33 31 St.

Astoria, NY 11105

C L A S S I F I E D  A D S
LEGAL SERVICES MUSICIANS

Dr. Kimon A. Legakis
Athens University Law SchoolUMaster of Law, Hervard Law School

Doctor of Law, Greece
UCertificate of International Law, Hague Academy of Int�l Law

L e g a l  C o n s u l t a n t
O F F I C E S

209 Garth Road

Scarsdale, N.Y. 10583

   & (914) 725-4717(914) 725-4717(914) 725-4717(914) 725-4717(914) 725-4717
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CALL KENT 1-914-476-3020
or write: 118 Bolmer Ave., N.Yonkers, NY 10703-1637
Send for stereo cassette albums �Zorba� or �Athena� $11.00 for one, $20 for both to address above.
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GREECE...�  THE CLARINO & BOUZOUKI PLUS VOCALS. BEWARE! OF GREEK
BANDS PROMISING AMERICAN MUSIC, THEN PLAYING TAPES!  ALL OUR
MUSIC IS PERFORMED �LIVE�...OUR AMERICAN SOUNDS PURE AMERICAN,
WITH NO ACCENT!

INTERNET: http://www.vali.com � Email:Music@vali.com
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Gus Vali
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U.S IMMIGRATION
VISAS AND CITIZENSHIP

James D. Prappas*

Attorney and Councelor at Law
3555 Timmons Lane, Suite 1450

Houston, Texas 77027

*Board certified Immigration and Nationality Law
Texas Board of Legal Specialization

36 West 44th Street � Suite 1300,
New York, NY 10036
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INTERNATIONAL TRANSACTIONS
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Dr. ARES D. AXIOTIS
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW

Tel.: (212) 840-3422 or (203) 255-3312
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RANGAVES PETER
SMALL DANCE BANDS
LARGE ORCHESTRAS

American � Italian � French
Greek � German � Latin

3342 Stony Point Road, Santa Rosa, CA 95407
Call Peter 707-526-1138

The Wedding Belle
(410) 563-0999
3825 Eastern Avenue

Baltimore, Maryland 21224
Original favors for all occasions
Martirika, Wedding Crowns &
Decorated Candles, Coufetta,

Unique Stephana Cases
WE SHIP ANYWHERE

WEDDINGS
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CALL:
Tel: (212) 774-0235

MOVING ?

A N D Ask your parish to forward your name and new
address to the Observer in order for you to continue

receiving the newspaper
I F  you move but your new home is located in the

district of the same parish, then list your new address
below:

If you are moving, please attach your old label to
this coupon and mail  to the �Orthodox Observer�

8 East 79th Street, New York, NY 10021

NAME___________________________________________

ADDRESS______________________________________

CITY___________________STATE ________ZIP_______

NEOS PIRGOS
Evias

30 Stremata with Olive
Trees Access to Roads,
Water, and Electricity.

Price Reduced
Call: Vasili Lazaki

011-3022-67-1398
Greek Spoken Only

MARCO ISLAND
FLORIDA

Real Estate investment.
Homes, Condos,

Waterfront Properties
Peter Vratsolis

Marco Beach Realty
(800) 237-8817

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL INVESTMENTS
LARGE AND SMALL RESTAURANTS

CALL YOUR SOUTH FLORIDA CONNECTION
G R E E K  S P O K E N  F L U E N T L Y

THOMAS DELIS Realtor Associate
954/568-0082 days 954/781-0140 evenings

HUBERT & WEST, INC. Realtors
2000 E. Oakland Park Blvd., Suite 203, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33306

EMPLOYMENT

YOUTH DIRECTOR
The Memphis, Tennessee Parish wishes to
expand and further focus its ministry. We are in
search of a Youth Director who will assist our
Priest wherever necessary and expand our
youth ministry. Applications will be accepted
from lay people of the Orthodox faith as well as
Orthodox Theology students and graduates at
PO Box 613424, Memphis, Tennessee, 38101
to Father Christy or James Skefos.

WE NEED TWO TO FOUR MOTIVATED
COACHABLE LEADERS SEEKING FINAN-
CIAL FREEDOM.  CALL: (800) 399-2914
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ïéêüðåäï óôçí êáëýôåñç
ðåñéï÷Þ Ëáãïíçóßïõ 625
ìÝôñá. Ãéá ðåñéóóüôåñåò

ðëçñïöïñßåò

ôçë. (810) 323-0601

For booking information call:
Thanasis Sarantopoulos

(216) 281-4270
Avraam Anastasiadis

(216) 261-4885
Email: asaranto@yahoo.com

Fax: (216) 281-7557
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ÁâñáÜì ÁíáóôáóéÜäçò
Ìðïõæïýêé-ÐïíôéáêÞ Ëýñá
ÈáíÜóçò Óáñáíôüðïõëïò

ÊéèÜñá-Ïýôé-Ôñáãïýäé
Ìáæß ôïõò ï äçìïôéêüò ìáÝóôñïò

Ãéþñãïò ÁñáìáôÜò
óôï êëáñßíï.

Classified Ads
rate is $50.00 per col-
umn inch. This Box is
one column by one
inch and costs $50.
ALL ADS ARE PRE-PAID

�OUR NEW VOICE ´
FAX    ´

(212) 570-3555
(212) 774-0239

VACATIONS-TRAVEL

D I M I T R I O S  P A N A G O S
PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO

Web page:http://www.panagos.com

Å WEDDINGS Å BAPTISMS Å PORTRAITS Å NEWS Å PASSPORTS

111 Broadway (Rt. 107), Hicksville, N.Y. 11801

(516) 931-2333

PARISH YOUTH DIRECTOR
To develope programs

for 500+ children ages 4-18
Must demonstrate excellent

communication, administrative and
organizational skills.

Competitive salary and benefits.
ANNUNCIATION GREEK ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL

Houston, Texas
Please Fax Resume to: (713)526-1010

ÅËËÇÍÉÊÏ ÔÕÐÏÃÑÁÖÅÉÏ

40-12 Ditmars Blvd., Astoria, NY 11105
Tel.: (718) 545-2323
Fax: (718) 545-2366

ÕÐÅÕÈÕÍÏÔÇÔÁ

& ÓÙÓÔÅÓ ÔÉÌÅÓ

Ëåõêþìáôá ãéá
óõëëüãïõò êáé

êïéíüôçôåò

LETTERHEADS   ¦ LOGOS   ¦ ENVELOPES   ¦ BUSINESS CARDS
JOURNALS   ¦ MAGAZINES    ¦ BOOKS     ¦ BOOKLETS   ¦ WEDDING
INVITATIONS    ¦ SIGNS    ¦ BANNERS    ¦ COMPUTER GRAPHICS
¦ PAPER SIGNS    ¦ COLOR BROCHURES    ¦ MENUS       ¦ ADS

AMERICA�S FINEST GREEK BAND!
PLAYING GREEK & AMERICAN MUSIC

THE OMEGA PROJECT
for booking information and free video call

(813) 949-3409

PROF. SERVICES

REAL ESTATE/BUSNS
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marriages and families face
� begin developing user-friendly meth-

ods, approaches, and programs that will
assist clergy and lay leaders in their efforts
to minister to interfaith marriages and fami-
lies  such as:

(a) the development of interfaith pre-
marital preparation materials that could ei-
ther stand alone or be utilized with pre-ex-
isting premarital preparation programs

(b) the development of interfaith mari-
tal enhancement materials that could either
stand alone or be utilized in future marital
enhancement seminars

(c) the development of videos that could
be utilized as resources materials

(d) the development of supplementary
materials that could enhance the materials
being utilized and produced in our Religious

INTERFAITH
from page 19 Education Department.

A blessed enthusiasm,
encouragement and excitement

As many of us are aware, new efforts
naturally generate curiosity and interest in
the form of questions and concerns. It is thus
not surprising that our faithful have periodi-
cally (and respectfully I might add) asked
questions about the interfaith research
project/ministry over the past few months.
Nonetheless, it should be reiterated that af-
ter information such as the above has been
shared, in tandem with the questions that
have been asked, an overwhelming enthu-
siasm, encouragement and excitement has
followed. All of which powerfully serves to
personify our faithful�s desire to share the
Holy Faith that they have freely and gener-
ously received from our loving Lord: to
God�s glory and our salvation. Amen.

HC/HC
from page 1

SPEECH
from page 5

Aristotle Michopoulos for Hellenic College
and Dr. James Skedros for the School of The-
ology. Dr. Skedros has recently joined our
faculty as Associate Professor of Church His-
tory. We welcome both of them.

Student life at Hellenic College and Holy
Cross has begun smoothly and quite pleas-
antly. The students are concentrating on their
studies in a peaceful and positive manner as
they work hard to excel academically and
personally. The Registrar has provided a list
which gives details of the make-up and back-
ground of the student body. (see attached
charts) I feel confident that we have resolved
all outstanding issues dealing with the aca-
demic life and financial needs of our students.

In the short time that I have been at the
School, I have tried to impress upon the stu-
dents, as well as the faculty and staft the im-
portance of adhering to the rules and regula-
tions of our Institution. At the first Spiritual
Synaxis, which is held every Tuesday through-
out the academic year, it was made abun-
dantly clear to the students what is expected
of them with regards to such issues as chapel
attendance, proper attire, and general behav-
ior. I explicitly emphasized the purpose and
mission of our School and I am confident that
my message was taken to heart.

With very few exceptions, we have
eliminated the direct involvement of off-
campus area clergy in the spiritual develop-
ment of the seminarians. As President, I have
undertaken the responsibility of the spiri-
tual direction and guidance of our students
until such a time when a permanent, in-resi-
dent spiritual father can be appointed. This
has been done not to discourage Boston-
area clergy from participating in the life of
the School and its students. Rather, it is felt
that a more systematic and uniform effort
in the personal, one-on-one spiritual direc-
tion of the students can be achieved through
the presence of a permanent spiritual father
on campus whose main duties would be the
spiritual formation of the students. In addi-
tion to his duties as spiritual director for the
students, the spiritual father will also be-
come the Ecclesiarch.

On Sunday, September 20, 1998 the
acting Dean of the School of Theology, Dr.
Skedros, represented me and the School at
a prayer service sponsored by the B.T.I.
marking the beginning of the new academic
year. A small choir from the School, led by

Fr. Nicholas Kastanas, also participated in
the service. I was unable to attend the ser-
vice as I was serving my last liturgy at the
Kimissis of the Theotokos in Brooklyn, N.Y.

The first faculty meeting of the College
took place this past Tuesday I am happy to
report that the meeting was productive and
was conducted in a spirit of love, under-
standing and mutual cooperation.

I would also like to share with you the
excitement associated with the opening of
the Archbishop Iakovos Library and Learn-
ing Center. The new library, with its beauti-
ful architecture and state-of-the-art facilities
is a breath of fresh air for the campus, stu-
dents and faculty. The library has been open
and functioning since September 9.�� Of the
many goals which the library has in its im-
mediate future, the following are most press-
ing: to finish the reclassification of remain-
ing books catalogued under old in-house
system over to Library of Congress classifi-
cation (approximately 1,000 books remain);
to organize and systematize special collec-
tion/archival material; to proceed with the
bar coding project; to reorganize Rarebook
material; to reorganize and systematize au-
dio/visual material; and to create comput-
erized control records for our periodicals.
Although much work remains to be done,
the library is operational for the majority of
the academic needs of students and faculty.

In October another golf tournament will
be held, this time in the New York area. Mr.
Peter Papas has graciously offered to chair
the event which promises to be successful
and beneficial for our Schole. Since Boston
has set a standard of raising a quarter-of-a-
million dollars, I am confident that the New
York tournament will surpass the Boston one.
We look forward to similar events in the fu-
ture which will benefit the financial well-be-
ing of our seminary. Please allow me to en-
courage all of you to consider similar events
in your area, so that we might build upon the
foundation that has already been firmly
established.As we approach the new millen-
nium, I promise to concentrate my efforts
towards the continued development of our
Seminary. There are many challenges which
we currently face and will face in the future.
However, by God�s grace and in harmony
with all the agencies of our Church, we will
work hard to prepare the finest priests pos-
sible for our Church in America. In humility
and love I beseech your prayers for this most
important and sacred ministry of our Church.

NEW TERMINAL
On September 1st, 1998 Olym-

pic Airways began operating from
TERMINAL ONE at New York�s
JFK International Airport.

This state-of-the-art terminal is
the first new building of its type
built at JFK in a quarter of a cen-
tury. This technological cathedral
of glass and space and natural light,
was designed and brilliantly engi-
neered by the well known Greek
American architect William N.
Bodouva.

Among its unique features are
the many skylights providing natu-
ral lighting throughout the termi-
nal including immigration and cus-
toms areas.

A soaring atrium and two water-
falls highlight the four separate is-
lands of check-in counters in the
middle of the terminal.

OLYMPIC
IS ON THE

MOVE.

A special lounge for smokers, a
children�s play area, a business trav-
eler work area, the largest duty free
shopping area east of the Mississippi,
the most complete selection of bou-
tique areas, a collection of interna-
tional restaurants, four newsstands
selling magazines and newspaper
from around the world, emphasize the
importance placed on passengers
comfort and convenience.

Apart from the tonic of space
and light, TERMINAL ONE is
designed to reduce to the fewest
steps the passage of footweary
travelers.

This is a true passenger friendly
terminal.

In addition, a new multi-level
parking garage with easy access is
located opposite the terminal.

We look forward to welcoming
you soon at TERMINAL ONE.

Olympic is doing everything to make 1998 a moving experience.

our Lord�s cross. For here, in the halls of this
School, our struggle is to teach and to learn
the wisdom that comes from God.

�There is a constant challenge for all of
us, to invert � to reverse, if you will � the
logic of this world, which seeks to control,
to dominate and even subvert the Divine
Will and Plan for creation.

�Our purpose is to bring the logic of this
world into subjection to Christ, to the ser-

vice of His Holy Church. In such as struggle,
there can be no compromise, no concessions,
no bargaining. What a profound calling, for
both teacher and student alike!�

The Archbishop also ordained two semi-
narians, Deacon Michael Stearns to the priest-
hood and Peter Pappas to the diaconate.

After Liturgy, Fr. Ganas led the proces-
sion for the Exaltation of the Holy Cross,
which completed the services.

The festivities concluded with a com-
munity luncheon in the school cafeteria.

our command. We have position in our so-
ciety. We have nearly unlimited resources.
We have an incredible network of parishes
and facilities. We have Hellenic College and
Holy Cross. We have St. Basil�s and St.
Michael�s. We have a host of Archdiocesan
ministries anxious for your participation and
inclusion. We have strong bones in this Arch-
diocese.  And now, what we need, now more
than ever, are strong hearts.

The blessings that God has so abun-
dantly showered upon the Greek Orthodox
People of America are not the proof of our
blessedness; for as the Lord said: �Blessed
are the poor.� They are a remarkable con-
stellation of opportunities, each one shin-
ing brighter than the next. We have only to
reach for these stars, and we will behold
their light illuminating the landscape of our
churches and, as is my deepest prayer, the
faces of our children.

I began this address to you this morn-
ing with my deep concern over our children.
And I want to close today with an appeal to
all of you on their behalf. If you haven�t no-
ticed, none of the issues or debates that swirl
about our Archdiocese ever come from
them. They are too busy growing, too busy
learning, too busy maturing, and ultimately,
too busy living. I wonder how many of us
can say the same thing about ourselves? Are
we growing? Are we learning? Are we ma-
turing? Are we living lives that are worthy
examples for our children?

We may say that we are doing what-
ever we are doing for the sake of the chil-
dren, but unless we are providing them with
a Church which will allow them to grow and
learn, then we are failing them, failing our-
selves, and failing God.

I am inviting each and every one of you,
and in your persons, every member of our

beloved and Holy Archdiocese, to find a new
direction . . . to use the tools of this present
world for the purposes of the world that is
coming . . . to make the things of earth the
things of heaven . . . and to transform our
all-too human desires into the will of God.
The contribution of each and every one of
us is essential.  No one can be left out. We
are one Church. We are one family. We are
one Archdiocese.

I know that as we commence the work
of this new Archdiocesan Council and Na-
tional Philoptochos Board, that each of you
has the best intentions for your term of ser-
vice. I thank you from the bottom of my
heart for your good intention and your will-
ingness to serve.

I also know that you have the paternal
and Patriarchal blessings of our spiritual fa-
ther, His All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew. He is our father in Christ and
we shall always look to His All Holiness and
to the Mother Church for their loving guid-
ance and care in all our labors. Let no one
fear that distances, land and oceans can
separate us from our Mother Church, the
fountainhead of our Orthodox Faith.

For like the Apostle Paul, I too �am per-
suaded that neither death nor life, nor an-
gels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor
things present, nor things to come, nor
height, nor depth, nor any other created
thing, shall be able to separate us from the
love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our
Lord� (Romans 8:38,39).

And so it is to this same love of God
that I commend all of you today, that you
may ever faithfully fulfill your stewardship
as members of the Archdiocese Council and
the National Philoptochos Board; unto the
glory and praise of Him Who is praised and
glorified by the Angels: Father, Son and Holy
Spirit. Amen.

ADDRESS
from page 10
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Your Eminence, Ladies of this Very
Distinguished Board, Beloved Friends:

I stand before you at once both hon-
ored and humbled with this appointment.

The Greek Orthodox Ladies Philop-
tochos Society has a long and noble tradi-
tion of support for the Church and the
community at large; one with which I have
had some involvement since my days as
a teenager growing up in Boston.

To be appointed as President of the
National Board is an honor I will preciously
guard and work very hard to be deserving
of. Your Eminence�thank you for this great
honor. It is truly humbling. Your faith and
confidence in me I will hold close to my
heart and cherish all the days of my life.

As I cast my glance about and recog-
nize the champions of the Church � and
the Philoptochos seated throughout this
room, I am also honored to be your com-
rade in arms. I hope I am a worthy succes-
sor to Mrs. Mimi Skandalakis. I know I can
always look to her for counsel and guid-
ance. During my own tenure, I trust I can
emulate her service to the Society and the
Church. I express - I am sure, � for all of
us - our heartfelt appreciation for her lead-
ership and her selfless dedication to the
Philoptochos during the past four years.

As we look ahead, I am also aware of
the great challenges facing our Church and
this Board as we approach the end of the
millennium. With great humility then, I
pledge to you my fervent commitment to
work with all of you � to move our Soci-
ety forward with the Church as our stead-
fast beacon.

I promise to serve with every ounce
of integrity, dedication, and purity de-
manded by this great honor bestowed
upon me. With the humility of a servant
of our beloved Church and as a newly
appointed officer of this impressive Board,
I plead with you, my hand extended, for
your support and assistance in the work
we have before us.

In the spirit of Homer and the great
19th century American poet Walt Whitman,
let us celebrate our journey together. As
Hellenic-Americans - the words of both
should resonate� strengthening us for the
task at hand. The Homer I invoke is the
Homer of the Odyssey, and the hero whose

Report of National Philoptochos President to Board Members

nence would also send these young
brides a letter of invitation on behalf of
the Philoptochos. We would then follow
up with an invitation to the chapter meet-
ings. At the end of the year, hopefully
they become active members of our
Philoptochos.

As important as our work is, I be-
lieve that we all agree that like any living
body, this blessed organization must be
constantly nurtured and revitalized. How
else can we do so without enlisting our
daughters? But membership develop-
ment cannot be our only goal.

The philanthropic, humanitarian and
Christian mission of the Church will al-
ways be the means to the greater end to
which this group has always been dedi-
cated.  I look forward to joining you in
accomplishing this mission.

Even though many of us are many
miles away from each other, I promise
you that I will be in close and frequent
communication with you �and you my
dear friends� I hope will be in commu-
nication with me. I know that with love,
faith, loyalty and unity we will see our
every endeavor brought to fruition.

When I complete my tenure, I hope
that I will have honored my own com-
mitment to you, your Eminence, and to
you, our National Board of our blessed
Greek Orthodox Ladies Philoptochos.

With all my heart I welcome your
help on our journey together. I look for-
ward to receiving your ideas, drawing
upon your talents and your energy as we
move our beloved Philoptochos into the
21st century.

Your Eminence, my heart is over-
flowing with gratitude for this tremen-
dous opportunity to be of a greater ser-
vice to the Church that I love so well.
Thank you � your Eminence.

My distinguished colleagues, I am
proud to be working with you. Together we
will add another shining, golden star in the
extraordinary golden legacy of the Greek
Orthodox Ladies Philoptochos Society.

I ask for your prayers. I too shall be
praying every day to our ever-loving God,
that he grant us His blessings and His guid-
ance, as we undertake this blessed work.

Thank you and God bless you.

One Faith - One Family- One Future Together To The New Millennium

objective is home, family, love. The Whitman
I recall is of the child who went forth �and
each object he saw, he became.�

Both speak of growth and maturity, to
be sure, but also of oneness of the family,
of love and life. Both speak of the journey
we are about to undertake�of our oppor-
tunity to grow together for the benefit of the
Church and those we serve, as well as of
our opportunity to strengthen the bonds that
bind us all in our faith.

In my own journey to this point in my
life, I can recall as a little girl�a long time
ago� my mother�s involvement in Boston
and the Philoptochos. In those days, but for
the Church and the Philoptochos, where
could our needy turn? There were so many
living in poverty. Money was scarce, work
was hard to come by, but the Church and
the ladies of Philoptochos were there, with
comfort, sustenance and support for the
community.

I saw first hand what the Church meant
to our lives and how Philoptochos served
as the handmaiden of the Church. It has
guided my conduct and energized my par-
ticipation and growing involvement in the
Church ever since. My life has also been
enriched along the way by my own family
and career: wife, mother, grandmother,

businesswoman and a supporter of many
educational and humanitarian endeavors.

These are some of the experiences I
bring to my new responsibilities�just as I
seek to draw from all of you your own ex-
periences and expertise in our common
cause. This brings me to the mission and
responsibilities of this Board to the Church
and the community.

Over 500 Chapters strong, the Philop-
tochos Society has made a tremendous con-
tribution to our national ministries and chari-
ties. Although we have moved outward in
our own lives - pursuing jobs and careers,
raising families, we never forgot our church,
our communities and our responsibilities
to them.  This is our common cause; to
continue this effort - to expand it. At the
end of my tenure when I step down as Presi-
dent, I would be honored if all of us can
look back and take pride in the vigorous
growth of the Ladies Philoptochos.

If we can achieve one goal, I would
hope it would be the introduction of our
young ladies to the Society, and enlisting
them in our ranks, in service to the Parish
of their own church and the Greek Ortho-
dox Church at large.  Why not, for instance,
invite newly weds to a one year free mem-
bership to Philoptochos. Perhaps His Emi-

NEW EXECUTIVE Board members of the National Philoptochos with Archbishop
Spyridon. From left (seated), Elaine Kevgas, Eve Condakes, Kassandra Romas
and Susan Regos. (standing) Renee Gahagan, Connie Shikar, Diane Hatzis, Anita
Kartolopoulos, Aspasia Melis, Esther Mitchell and Mary Plumides.

NEW YORK - Archbishop Spyridon installed Eve
Condakes as president of the National Board of
Philoptochos on Sept. 25 at the Archdiocesan Ca-
thedral of the Holy Trinity.

The induction ceremonies for the National
Board, appointed to serve for the next two years,
followed the keynote address of His Eminence mark-
ing the Fall meetings of the Archdiocesan Council
and National Board of Philoptochos.

National Board 1998-2000
Executive Committee: Archbishop Spyridon,

Chairman; Eve Condakes, Swampscott, Mass., national
president; Kassandra Romas, Short Hills, N.J., first vice
president; Elaine Kevgas, Methuen, Mass., second vice
president; Susan Regos, Westchester, Ill., third vice presi-
dent; Esther Mitchell, Niantic, Conn., secretary; Aspasia
Melis, Cliffside Park, N.J., Greek secretary; Connie
Shikar, Dix Hills, N.Y., treasurer; Diane Hatzis,
Bronxville, N.Y., assistant treasurer; Anita Kartalo-
poulos, Annandale, N.J., legal advisor; Mary Plumides,
Charlotte, N.C., parliamentarian; Renee Gahagan,
Daytona Beach, Fla., protocol officer.

Membership: Sophia Altin, Fort Lee, N.J.; Loula
C. Anaston, Los Altos, Calif; Georgia Antinopoulos,
Sewickley, Pa.; Irene Barbas, Westland, Mich.; Frances
Bissias, La Canada, Calif.; Maria, Caras, Greenville, Del;
Eula Carlos, Atlanta; Patty Chacopoulos, Los Angeles;
Carol Contos, New York; Penelope Dambassis, New
York; Beck C. Demery, Franklin, Mich.; Mary Diamant,
Salt Lake City; Beatrice Douvres, Brooklyn, N.Y.;
Marika Drakotos, Bronx, N.Y.; Anne Feles, Bloomfield,
Mich.; Kathy Gabriel, Huntington Beach, Calif.; Tula

Gallanes, Riverside, Calif.; Tarsi
Georgas, New York; Mary Georgatsos,
Rockville, Md.; Pat Gogos, Washing-
ton; Anne Gustave, New York; Chrisi
Hopper, Lookout Mtn, Tenn.; Nora
Illiadis, Northbridge, Calif.; Georgia
Kaloidis, Oyster Bay Cove, N.Y.; Mary

Archbishop Spyridon Installs Mrs. Condakes, National Board

Kapioltas, Akron, Ohio; Efthalia Katos,
Douglaston, N.Y.; Toula Knoch, Chi-
cago; Penny Korkos, Elm Grove, Wis.;
Pauline Kotsilimbas, Forest Hills, N.Y.;
Antonia Kourepinos, Levittown, N.Y.,
Mina Kozaitis, Riverview, Mich.;
Helen Lambros, San Marina, Calif.;

Kate Liotos, Harrison, N.Y.; Nellie Logothetides, New
York; Helen Loukedis, Metuchen, N.J.; Maria Lyras,
New York; Helen Malachias, New Orleans; Cleo Maletis,
Portland, Oregon; Harriet Matthews, Canonsburg, Pa.;
Maryann Mihalopoulos, Dallas; Helen Misthos,
Whitestone, N.Y.; Celeste Moschos, Worcester, Mass.;
Donna Mousourakis, Ringgold, Ga.; Bess Nicholas, New
York; Despina Nicholas, Highland, Mich.; Sophia
Noulas, Brooklyn, N.Y.; Bessie Papigiotis, Greenville,
R.I.; Stella Pappas, Visalia, Calif.; Kyriaki Parikas,
Brooklyn, N.Y.; Angela Paulos, Dallas; Marissa
Payiavlas, Warren, Ohio; Fay Peponis, Wilmette, Ill.;
Christine Peratis; Malibu, Calif.; Helen Peterson, Greens-
boro, N.C.; Selia Poulos, Villa Park, Calif.; Dorothea
Prodromidis, Holliswood, N.Y.; Lila Prounis, New York;
Mary Rhodes, Cherry Hill, N.J.; Demetra Safiol, Weston,
Mass.; Vickie Scaljon, Atlanta; Sofia Shane, Wauwatosa,
Wis.; Arlene Siavelis, Northbrook, Ill.; Aphrodite
Skeadas, Greenwich, Conn.; V. Pat Sourlis, Boca Raton,
Fla.; Maria Stavropoulos, Bloomfield Hills, Mich.;
Martha Stefanidakis, Houston; Chrysoula Tomaras, St.
Louis; Lenore Trigonis, Bradbury, Calif.; Kalli Tsitsiplas,
Huntington, Conn.; Esther Vagotis, Canton, Ohio; Eva
Vardakis, Brooklyn; Effie Venduras, Orangeburg, N.Y.;
Georgia Vlitas, Staten Island, N.Y.; Artemis Xyftis, New
Port Richey, Fla.; Helen Zambornis, St. Clair Shores,
Mich.; Billie Zumo, Cheyenne, Wyo.

Ex-Officio
Daughters Of Penelope: Catherine Ferguson,

Berwyn, Ill.;  Past Presidents: Dionisia Ferraro, Hun-
tington, N.Y.; Beatrice Marks, Chicago; Dina Skourlas
Oldknow, San Marino, Calif.; Katherine Pappas, Can-
ton, Mass.; Mimi Skandalakis, Atlanta. Presvyteres Sis-
terhood: Margaret Orfanakos, Wayne, N.J.

(D. Panagos photo)

PHILOPTOCHOS NATIONAL Board members with His Eminence following their meetings
at Holy Trinity Archdiocesan Cathedral in New York.           (D. Panagos photo)


