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NEW YORK � Archbishop Spyridon,
in a very upbeat keynote address to
Archdiocesan Council and National
Philoptochos Board members at their fall
meeting on Sept. 26, looked back over his
first year and noted that progress has been
made in several areas. One of his main
points was that, notwithstanding some dis-
senting voices, the Church is united.

Archdiocesan Council
Hears Archbishop�s
Church Report

�Despite the threat of division, there is
still today and always unity among us be-
cause, at  heart, we all work for the good of
the Church we love,� he said in his speech.
�Despite the anger that characterized many
of our words, whether spoken or written,
or sent via the Internet, there is reconcilia-
tion in Christ. I stand here today to proclaim
to you that unity, reconciliation and spiri-
tual renewal are ours to be had.

His Eminence recalled his vision for the
Archdiocese he had laid out at his enthrone-
ment for a more spiritual church and the
efforts he has undertaken to achieve that
goal.

�I immersed myself in the life of our
Archdiocese. In a year�s time, I familiarized
myself with our various institutions, and I
got to know many of our affiliated organiza-
tions, such as the Ladies� Philoptochos, so
well-represented here today.

�I visited over 90 of our parishes and
attended countless conferences, meetings
and other such gatherings. I personally re-
ceived in my office  and during pastoral vis-
its literally hundreds and hundreds of people
from our communities, both clergy and la-
ity, as well as civic, government and church
leaders. This experience gave me a clearer
understanding of who we are and the abil-
ity to envision practical ways by which we
could become the more spiritual Church I
had envisioned.�

As a result of his evaluation of the
Church in America over the past year, the
Archbishop cited three areas that needed
immediate attention: religious education,
communications and spiritual growth.

�Religious education of the Faithful was
a particularly pressing need because a solid
knowledge of our Faith touches upon so
many facets of our Church life,� the Arch-
bishop said. �It is perhaps true that we have
in this country the most active participation
in the Church of people anywhere in the
world. However, because we in America do
not live in an �Orthodox culture,� as other
Orthodox Churches do around the world, and
the Faith is therefore not reinforced by every
aspect of our lives, a comprehensive religious
education program is nevertheless needed
to instill a deeper understanding of the Faith,
as well as to ensure that it will be handed
down to future generations intact. One of my
first acts was to charge the newly organized
Religious Education Department with the task
of developing a comprehensive education
program for all of our faithful.�

Part of the Archbishop�s concerns over
religious education extend to inter-church

By Jim Golding

WASHINGTON � Overcast skies and
a sporadic drizzle and light rain failed to put
a damper on the long-awaited arrival of Ecu-
menical Patriarch Bartholomew as nearly
1,000 persons  turned out Oct. 19 to give
the spiritual leader of world Orthodoxy his
first welcome to America.

At least another thousand welcomed
the Patriarch at a doxology later that after-
noon at Sts. Constantine and Helen Church
a few blocks north of the White House.

The Olympic Airways 747 carrying His
All Holiness and about 60 others - clergy
from the Patriarchate, journalists from
Greece, and guests of the Patriarch - arrived
at Andrews Air Force Base about 20 min-
utes late, but no one minded as the crowd�s
anticipation grew with each passing minute.

Moments before the Ecumenical
Patriarch�s arrival, a 24-member Air Force
color guard entered the mammoth hangar
where the arrival ceremony was to take
place. Bearing flags and toting rifles, they
marched crisply in formation from one end
of the hangar to the other, where they stood
along the length of a red carpet leading from
massive hangar doors toward the podium.

They were soon joined by the Diocesan
bishops, ecumenical leaders, Archdiocesan
Council members and other dignitaries who
lined both sides of the entry way, including
Metropolitan Theodosius, head of the Or-
thodox Church in America; National Coun-
cil of Churches General Secretary Rev. Dr.
Joan Brown Campbell, Rabbis Arthur
Schneier and  James Rudin, Roman Catholic
Archbishop of Washington William Cardi-
nal Keeler, Ambassador Loucas Tsilas of
Greece, U.S. Sens. Paul Sarbanes and Bar-
bara A. Mikulski of Maryland, Armenian
Archbishop Khajag Barsamian.

Along one side of the hangar behind a
thin rope stood the welcoming throng of
Orthodox faithful, from the very young to
the elderly, eagerly awaiting the arrival.
Some held up signs from their community
for added emphasis to their greetings.

About 2:30 p.m., the enormous han-
gar doors parted slightly as the motorcade
from the airliner pulled up to the hangar.

The color guard snapped to attention
and the crowd broke into enthusiastic ap-
plause as Patriarch Bartholomew entered the
hangar, accompanied by Archbishop
Spyridon and other hierarchs and clergy of
the Ecumenical Throne.

As he made his way down the corridor
formed by the color guard and dignitaries,
the Ecumenical Patriarch stopped to greet a
girl standing in line and dressed in a Greek
ethnic costume who presented him with
flowers, a scene often repeated in his many
travels.

Arriving at the podium, he quickly ac-
knowledged the crowd�s applause and the
program proceeded with welcoming re-
marks from U.S. Chief of Protocol Mary Mel
French, Sen. Sarbanes and Archbishop
Spyridon, who introduced His All Holiness.

�We are eager to receive your message
of peace and reconciliation and we are grati-
fied to have you with us again as Ecumeni-
cal Patriarch,� said Sen. Sarbanes.

His Eminence offered welcoming re-
marks in Greek and English and said the

Thousands Greet Arrival of Ecumenical Patriarch

See ARRIVAL, on page 9

CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL is bestowed to His All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew. Presenting the honor is (r.) President Pro Tempore of the Senate,
Senator Strom Thurmond, (R-SC) and the Speaker of the House, Newt Gingrich. The
Congressional Gold Medal was first given on March 25, 1776 to George Washington.
Throughout its history, it has been selectively bestowed upon individuals who have
been deemed worthy of such recognition. His All Holiness is the fifth religious leader
in history to receive such an honor. The ceremony took place at the Rotunda of the
Capitol Building.     (Peter Christopoulos Photo)

IN OVAL OFFICE � Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew and Archbishop Spyrdon with
President Clinton on Wednesday, Oct. 22. They met for more than half an hour and
discussed key issues including religious freedom, the status of the Halki theological
school, Greek-Turkish relations.          (Dimitris Panagos photo)



ORTHODOX OBSERVER OCTOBER 25,  1997PAGE 2

USPS 412340                  ISSN 0731-2547

Published by the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese
of  America. Semi-monthly in March, April, May,
June, October and November, and monthly in
January, February, July, August, September and
December.

ADVISORY COMMITTEE:  Fr. Angelo Artemas,
Jerry Dimitriou, Fr. John Heropoulos, Fr.
Alexander Karloutsos, Nicholas Manginas,
Presv. Nikki Stephanopoulos.

Periodicals� postage paid at New York, NY 10001
and at additional mailing offices. Editorial and
Business Office: 8 East 79th Street, New York,
NY 10021. Phone (212) 628-2590, 628-2675. FAX
(212) 570-4005. The Orthodox Observer is
produced entirely in-house. Past issues can be
found on the Internet, at http://www.goarch.org/
goa/observer. E-mail: observer@goarch.org

Articles do not necessarily reflect the views
and opinions of the Greek Orthodox Archdio-
cese of America which are expressed in offi-
cial statements so labeled.
Subscription rates are $5.50 per year. Canada
$25.00. Overseas $35.00 per year. Overseas Air
Mail, $75.00 per year. $1.00 per copy.
Subscriptions for the membership of the Greek
Orthodox Church in America are paid through their
contribution to the Archdiocese. Of this
contribution, $3.00 is forwarded to the Orthodox
Observer.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to
ORTHODOX OBSERVER, 8 East 79th Street,
New York, NY 10021

DIRECTOR & EXECUTIVE EDITOR:
Constantine Deligiannis
EDITOR:
Jim Golding (Chryssoulis)
ASSOCIATE EDITOR:
Eleni Daniels
PRODUCTION & ADVERTISING MANAGER:
Stavros H. Papagermanos

A R C H D I O C E S E   N E W S

Inside

It is always an honor to be in the pres-
ence of His Eminence Archbishop Spyridon
of America and often times our younger
population, the future of Hellenism in
America, wonder when they will ever get
that priviledge.

TODDLER TIME � The Archbishop pays a visit to the nursery school class during their
break along with teacher Ms. Helen Politidis and assistant Mrs. Athanasia Filios.

An Archiepiscopal Visit to the Cathedral School of Manhattan

By Eleni Daniels

The Cathedral School�s nursery, pre-
kindergarten and kindergarten classes were
some of the fortunate ones. For them, the
Archbishop of America became a real sym-
bol of our Orthodox faith, reinforcing our
commitment to the preservation and per-
petuation of our Christian values and ide-
als. Archbishop Spyridon met with the chil-
dren and participated in the classroom ac-
tivities where he was made to feel right at
home.

A pre-kindergarten teacher for the past
five years, Mrs. Joan Britton-Bovers recalls
how her pre-kindergarten class lit up with
smiles when they were visited by His Emi-
nence one recent school day morning. �They
were so pleased and excited to greet him,�
said Bovers. �They all stood up together and
said, �Your Eminence� and bowed.�

It was a wonderful surprise for Mrs.
Britton-Bovers who had instructed her stu-

dents that whenever special people come
to greet them they are to stand up and show
their respect. �I was so impressed and ex-
cited that they remembered�, she said.

�His Eminence asked the children what
they were learning and they pointed to their
drawings and the stories they create every-
day. The children told him that they were
learning the alphabet and numbers,� she
added. �There are 15 students in the class-
room and we are learning to count to 15
everyday.�

This is one of many visits His Eminence
Archbishop Spyridon hopes to make to the
numerous Greek-American parochial
schools around the country in an effort to
personally meet and welcome students and

staff of the academic year.
In his opening remarks at a recent press

conference at the Holy Archdiocese, on the
occasion of his first year anniversary as Arch-
bishop of America, His Eminence said that
�our first and primary concern should be our
youth,� adding that �the cultivation of our
heritage, of the Orthodox Christian soul of
our children should always remain our pri-
mary concern.�

In response to a question raised at the
press conference about the future of Greek-
American parochial education Archbishop
Spyridon spoke highly of the Cathedral
School. He referred to the strong interrela-
tionship of a dedicated Board of Trustees,
professional staff, caring parents and de-
voted students which has promoted the
school�s traditional �family� atmosphere,
where respect for each other, and the com-
munity at large is enhanced and developed
in each child.

�As you all know, the successful opera-
tion of a school depends on the people that
carry that responsibility. This is a point that
should be underlined. Furthermore, we need
to educate our people as far as the great mis-
sion that these schools have. I think that we

are not fully aware that these schools per-
form sacred work on which our very future
and future of the omogenia depends on.�

This is precisely the philosophy, the
education of the mind and spirit, the ancient
ideals of Greek education - Paideia - that
has been on the forefront of the Cathedral
School since its inception in 1949. Com-
bined with Greek Orthodoxy, language and
history, these areas are the foundation of
the school�s curriculum.

As an example, in mid-June of this year,
23 students took part in the school�s first the-
atrical production of Aristophanes� play
�Pluto�. The production received rave reviews
and was attended by many fellow commu-
nity members. Ancient Greek theatrical pro-

ductions are used by nearly all the Greek-
American Day and Afternoon schools of the
Holy Greek Archdiocese as a teaching
method for the Greek language and the co-
operation of students often leading to very
positive results for students and teaching staff.

The Cathedral school is supervised by
the Board of Trustees of the Greek Ortho-
dox Archdiocesan Cathedral of the Holy Trin-
ity under the auspices of Archbishop
Spyridon. The school is a non-profit, co-edu-
cational, private day school with classes from
kindergarten through the eighth grade. In
1988, the School added the Children�s Cen-
ter which functions as a pre-school for 2 ½
to 4 ½ year old children.

The School has maintained the highest
standards of academic discipline with a great
deal of pride.  Many of the graduates are
accepted by college preparatory schools and
specialized high schools. In addition, many
of the graduates continue their studies in
leading institutions such as Harvard, Yale,
Columbia, Barnard and New York Univer-
sity, to name just a few.

Headmaster of the school, Mr. Minas
Kazepis, was happy to inform us that the
Cathedral school started the 1997-98 aca-

demic year with a spirit of enthusiasm look-
ing toward a successful year with an enroll-
ment of 80 students.

A number of after-school programs
have been instituted which are intended to
supplement the academic, cultural and/or
physical activities of the students. Among
these are: Writing workshops primarily for
the upper grades - to reinforce and enrich
the writing experiences of the students in-
volved; Reading and Mathematics classes
for those who need additional work in these

NOVEMBER .......
LEARNING IS FUN � His Eminence is briefed by Kindergarten students on how well they
know their numbers and ABC�s.          (D. Panagos photos)

GREETING HIS EMINENCE � Pre-K teacher,
Mrs. Britton-Bovers, introduces each of her
students to Archbishop Spyridon during his
visit there.            (D. Panagos photo)
areas; After school gym & physical activi-
ties program of our school; Greek Culture
program which is a combined activity with
the students of the afternoon Greek school
to teach the students about the manifold
richness of Greek civilization and culture.

To this end, the School Board, faculty
and administration are always striving to
strengthen and enhance the educational
experiences of the students in ways that are
reflective of the changing times.

The Cathedral School is a member of
the New York State Association of Indepen-
dent Schools (NYSAIS), and a member of the
New York State Board of Regents. The school
admits students of any race, color, religious
belief, and national or ethnic origin. For fur-
ther information call (212) 249-2840.

1 S ..... 1 Cor. 12:27-13:8; Mt. 10:1, 5-8
2  SUN ......... Gal. 1:11-19; Lk. 5:19-31
3   M .............. Eph. 2:4-10; Lk. 12:2-12
4  T ........... 2 Cor. 9:6-11; Lk. 11:34-41
5 W ......... Heb. 10:32-38;  Lk. 11:42-46
6  Th ................ Heb. 8:1-6; Lk. 12:8-12
7  F .........Heb. 11:33-12:2; Lk. 12:2-12
8  S .............. Heb. 2:2-10; Lk. 10:16-21
9  SUN ......... Gal. 2:16-20; Lk. 8:41-56
10  M 1 Cor. 4:9-16; Lk. 12:13-15, 22-31
11  T ......... 2 Cor. 4:6-15; Lk. 12:42-48
12  W .......... 2 Cor. 9:6-11; Mt. 5:14-19
13  Th .........Heb. 7:26-8:2; Jn. 10:9-16
14  F ........... 1 Cor. 4:9-16; Jn. 1:44-52
15  S . Eph. 6:10-17; Lk. 20:46-47, 21:1-4
16  SUN . Rom. 10:11-11:2; Mt. 9:9-13
17 M ....... 1 Cor. 12:7-11; Mt. 10:1, 5-8
18  T ......... 2 Tim. 2:1-10; Lk. 14:25-35
19  W ..........1 Thes. 2:1-7; LK. 15:1-10
20  Th ...........Heb. 7:26-8:2; Lk. 16:1-9
21  F . Heb. 9:1-7; Lk. 10:32-42, 11:27-28
22  S .........Philemon 1-25; Lk. 9:57-62
23  SUN ...... Eph. 2:4-10; Lk. 12:16-21
24  M .Phil. 3:20-21, 4:1-3; Jn. 15:1-27
25  T ........... Gal. 3:23-4:5; Mk. 5:24-34
26  W .. 2 Cor. 4:8-15; Lk. 18:15-17, 26-30
27  Th ....... 2 Tim. 2:1-10; Lk. 18:31-34
28   F ........ 2 Tim. 1:8-18; Lk. 19:12-28
29  S ...........Rom. 8:4-21; Lk. 10:19-21
30  SUN ..... 1 Cor. 4:9-16; Jn. 1:35-52
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marriages. He asked that the Council�s Com-
mittee on Inter-Church Marriage develop
�practical guidelines on how to embrace our
non-Orthodox spouses.�

His Eminence called for developing
new approaches to religious education to
help young people better understand the
Faith. �In an age when our young people
are advancing their knowledge in every
sphere, and looking toward careers...from
computer technology to AIDS research, from
law and business to genetics and biomedi-
cal engineering...it is lamentable that their

Archbishop Reports on Church�s Progress

religious knowledge largely...remains at a
storybook level. Proper religious education
must parallel education in every other as-
pect of life if it is to remain a vibrant, impor-
tant and, indeed, the central facet of our
young peoples� lives.�

One implication of religious education
involves rediscovering one�s spiritual roots
and Archbishop Spyridon said that he hopes
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew�s visit will
serve as a catalyst for American Orthodox
Christians to rediscover their spiritual roots.

�It is my hope that this visit will begin
the process for all of our Faithful to redis-
cover that our heritage is rooted in the
Church of the Apostle Andrew, and the
Church of the seven Ecumenical Councils,
which is the Ecumenical Patriarchate of
Constantinople,� he said. �My prayer for this
visit is that it will bring the family of all Or-
thodox believers � Greeks, Russians, Ar-
abs, Serbs, Romanians and others � closer
together in a more coherent form of unity
than already exists.�

In this concern about communicating
the work of the Archdiocese to the faithful,
the Archbishop said that communication
�must be open and plentiful, honest and
ennobling, if we are to edify the men,
women and children who fill our Churches.�
He pointed to the success of the Church�s
ministry on the Internet, its GOTelecom
video ministry and the increase in the fre-
quency of the Orthodox Observer as
hallmark�s of the Archdiocese�s progress in
expanding its communications effort.

Addressing recent criticism over per-
sonnel and other changes at Holy Cross
School of Theology, and rumors about the

future of the Archdiocese, His Eminence said
that �the recent swirl of gossip and innu-
endo caused by some members of our
Church family has been anything but hon-
est and edifying, so much so that when the
Archdiocese issues factual statements re-
garding certain issues, the Faithful are left
to speculate as to the veracity of any and all
such statements. Such behavior has caused
confusion, misplaced anger and cynicism,
and it is thoroughly unfortunate, since it
scandalizes the conscience of the Faithful

and does serious harm to the Body of  Christ.
�In particular,� he continued, �there has

been the matter of whether or not the Arch-
diocese will be split into separate
metropolitanates. I stand before you to tell
you that there will be no such division! Quite
simply, there is no proposal to split this Arch-
diocese, unilaterally or otherwise, and any
and all talk to the contrary is simply untrue.�

Likewise, the Archbishop said that ru-
mors about proposed changes in the Arch-
diocese Charter to divide the Church also

were unfounded. He did say that a synodi-
cal committee is reviewing the charter for
possible changes considered customary.

�Any deliberations, which always fol-
low established procedures, are part of the
work of a growing and developing Church,�
the Archbishop said. �In any event, know
this: there is no new charter, just as there is
no planned division of this Archdiocese of
America, and in no way will the vigor and
dynamic unity of this Archdiocese ever be
compromised or inhibited. It is for such rea-
sons that truthful communications are the
modus operandi for the Church,� he said.

His Eminence also called for the en-
hancement of the liturgical life of the par-
ishes and a revitalization of the clergy�s
priestly ministry. In meetings with priests
around the nation he has emphasized the
importance of celebrating the Eucharist and
preaching the Word of God, and has recently
begun a series of newsletters based on these
talks that are sent to all priests of the Arch-
diocese.

He also explained that his desire to re-
vitalize the priesthood was a factor in the
recent changes he instituted at Hellenic
College/Holy Cross. �Since the first respon-
sibility of the School is to educate the future
priests of our Archdiocese, I  saw the need
to reinforce its spiritual and academic foun-
dation so that such a  priestly conscience
would indeed be formed.�

Other issues that Archbishop Spyridon
addressed included the Archdiocese�s finan-
cial condition, Leadership 100, St. Basil
Academy and administrative changes at the
Archdiocese.

He said that total revenues through
stewardship and other contributions are run-
ning �about $100,000 ahead of last year.�
About $40,000 of that total represents in-
crease in contributions from the League of
Greek Orthodox Stewards.

Efforts under way to establish the Lead-
ership 100 Endowment Fund as an �official,
separately incorporated support organiza-
tion of the Archdiocese� are nearly complete,
the Archbishop told his audience. �From the
beginning, my constant direction has been
to do anything and everything necessary to
ensure the perpetual and inviolate nature of
the fund, and that every legal question be
answered comprehensively so that we may
make a complete accounting  to all the Faith-
ful of the Archdiocese concerning this en-
dowment.�

In his discussion of St. Basil�s, His Emi-
nence acknowledged the support of the
faithful and, especially, the National
Philoptochos over the years. He said the
institution will continue to serve children
needing the Church�s assistance and that he
has hopes that the newly established teach-
ers� institute �will one day be a premier cen-
ter for studying parish administration, reli-
gious education, the Greek language and
Hellenic culture, and that its graduates will
one day teach in every community of the
Archdiocese.�

Administratively, His Eminence cited a
number of actions he has taken to improve
the operation of the Archdiocese, including
redistribution of duties, early retirements
and new personnel hirings. He said the re-
sult was �a streamlined operation which is
more efficient and, most happily, with a staff
that is now beginning to work as a  team.�

In concluding his address, Archbishop
Spyridon made a plea for the Council�s
�voithia� in helping the Church attain its
goals. �Boldly, humbly and lovingly I am
asking for your assistance: assistance char-
acterized by continued self-sacrifice and
love; assistance characterized by promise
and growth; and the kind of assistance that
reveals to all the members of the Church
the love and compassion of our Lord Jesus
Christ.

from page 1

Archdiocesan Council heard reports
from several committees at both sessions,
Sept. 26-27. A press conference with Arch-
bishop Spyridon, along with several key
clergy and laypersons followed the Satur-
day session.

Presiding over both sessions was An-
thony Stefanis of Atlanta, Archdiocesan
Council vice president.

Reports included Hellenic College/Holy
Cross, Leadership 100, St. Basil Academy,
the Patriarchal visit, Legal Committee, AC-
CESS, Administration, Strategic Planning,
Clergy and Family, Communications, Fi-
nance, Inter-Church Marriage, Education,
Missions and Evangelism, Youth Ministry,
and Stewardship.

In his report on Hellenic College/Holy
Cross, Bishop Isaiah of Denver, school presi-
dent, noted that the new year has gotten off
to a �very positive� start, and that students
have �no apprehension about the Internet
misuse over the summer,� referring to the
numerous rumors,  comments and criticism
made on the administrative changes initi-
ated in late June.

The Bishop informed the Council about
the need for a professional maintenance
staff, including a buildings director, at the
school and that several buildings are in need
of major repairs. He said that the adminis-
tration building needs a new roof and the
chapel has serious leaks. About $100,000
will be spent to repair the administration
building roof.

On the positive side, he said that con-
struction on the new library is �progressing
well� with completion scheduled for next
May or June. The 158 students at Holy Cross
include 127 seminarians with the remain-
der in other areas of study. All apartments
are occupied and only a few single rooms
in Polemanakos Hall remain vacant.

Following up on Bishop Isaiah�s report,
Archbishop Spyridon noted that he recently
made three visits to the school and �experi-
enced a lot of enthusiasm among the stu-
dents.� Looking back over the tumultuous
situation at the school over the past several
months, His Eminence said, �I�m happy to
have made the changes I have made. We�re
getting the school back on an Orthodox
track. I haven�t seen such enthusiasm dur-
ing the past year that I�ve been going to the
school. If I had to do it all over, I would make
the same decisions again.�

He added, �We must be in commun-
ion with the rest of the Orthodox world�
and that the changes he instilled are meant
to �bring up the academic standards of the
school and create a healthy spiritual envi-
ronment.�

Among the highlights in other reports:
� Fr. Mark Arey said that efforts are un-

der way to make the Leadership 100 Endow-
ment Fund a segregated permanent endow-
ment of the Archdiocese to support the Na-
tional Ministries of the Church.

Council Hears
Committee Reports

GREENLAWN, NY � Greek American
humorist Hope Mihalap will make her ex-
clusive Long Island  debut  Nov. 20 at a
dinner show sponsored by the St. Paraskevi
Church Philoptochos.

Her act, �Where There is Hope, There
is Laughter,� takes place at Crest Hollow
Conurty Club in Woodbury, N.Y., 7 p.m.

Ticket price of $40 includes dinner.
For reservations, call Mary Argiros

(516) 543-7094, Penny Marakis (516) 499-
8901, or (516) 368-2618 evenings.

Hope Mihalap Long
Island Debut Nov. 20

See REPORTS, on page 5

AUDIENCE MEMBERS listen to His Eminence deliver the keynote address.
(D. Panagos photo)

ARCHBISHOP SPYRIDON addresses a joint session of the Archdiocesan Council and National
Philoptochos at their September meeting.           (D. Panagos photo)
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m i s s i o n sm i s s i o n s
�For we do not wrestle against flesh

and blood, but against principalities, against
powers, against the rulers of the darkness
of this age...� (Eph. 6:12)

These words, addressed by St. Paul to
the Christians living in Ephesus almost
2,000 years ago could very well be written
today to Christians in Russia, Turkey, Al-
bania, Indonesia, Madagascar, Haiti, Egypt,
Cuba, or even our own nation. To continue
to survive in environments that are alien to
an Orthodox Christian lifestyle, we, too, are
called upon to wrestle �against the rulers
of the darkness of this age.�

The Success of the Church�s Mission Effort

By V. Rev. Dimitrios Couchell

Through the mission program of our
Archdiocese, implemented in cooperation
with the other canonical Orthodox
Churches in America, by the Orthodox
Christian Mission Center in St. Augustine,
Fla., we have the opportunity, the respon-
sibility and the blessing to offer assistance
worldwide to Orthodox churches which
require help in struggles �against principali-
ties.� And, in some places, by the grace of
God, we have even been able to help in-
troduce the �Light of the World� in places
where there was only darkness.

Though our Mission Center is only 12
years old, and the Greek Orthodox Arch-
diocese has existed in this nation for only
75 years, we can with some pride thank
God for the blessings we enjoy, and which
allow us to help others.

During 1997, for instance, the Mission Cen-
ter has sent and supported 16 missionaries.

�Go, therefore,� Jesus said, �and make
disciples of all the nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to
observe all things that I have commanded
you...� (Matt. 28:19-20).

In Eastern Europe, we have had nine
missionaries helping to restore Orthodox
Christianity in former communist lands: Fr.
Martin and Presbytera Renee Ritsi and their
children, Fr. Luke and Presbytera Faith
Veronis and Penny Deligiannis, all in Alba-
nia; Craig and Victoria Goodwin and their
children in Romania; and iconographer

Demetri and Kyriaki Leussis in Slovakia.
In Africa, missionary Nicholas Chakos,

serving in Tanzania for two years, was
joined for six months by Fr. John and
Presbytera Sandy Chakos.

And, in Central America and the Car-
ibbean, Fr. Michael Graves continued his
10 years of service in Haiti, the Dominican
Republic and Cuba. In Costa Rica, mission-
ary Anastasia Bradford completed two years
of service at a school for the deaf, while
Father Jose and Presbytera Veronica Velez
and their children initiated efforts to estab-
lish the first Greek Orthodox parish in
Puerto Rico.

Just 15 years ago, not one of us would
have believed it if someone told us that our
Church would, in 1997, have missionaries
serving all over the world. And the miracle of
growth, blessed by God, doesn�t stop there.

We are presently providing financial
support each month for 150 indigenous
Orthodox priests in Africa and Asia.

More than 50 young men and women
from other lands have been educated in
America with mission scholarships. Nearly
450 of our faithful from the United States
and Canada have served on mission teams
to Africa, Asia, Eastern Europe and the Car-
ibbean.

In addition to preaching, teaching, bap-
tizing and healing, these teams have built
and restored nearly a dozen churches, sev-
eral clinics, three schools and several homes.

And many development projects such
as water wells, which improve the life of
an entire village, have been funded.

In future issues of the Orthodox Ob-
server, at the request and with the bless-
ing of His Eminence Archbishop Spyridon,
this column will bring you additional infor-
mation about all the programs you help
make possible, as well as inspirational tes-
timonies from our missionaries and articles
to help us all understand the critical need
for Orthodox missions today, both at home
and overseas. We look forward to receiv-
ing your comments and inquiries.

Archimandrite Dimitrios Couchell is
executive director of the Orthodox Chris-
tian Mission Center and of the St. Photios
Greek Orthodox National Shrine.

Newest Release by OMIKRON RECORDS

�___ #CDs @15.00 (Add $3.00 ea. s & h)
�___ #CASSETTES @ $10.00 (Add $3.00 ea. s&h)
TOTAL DUE: $ ____________

PAYMENT ENCLOSED:
� Check         �Money Order

Mail Form and Payment to:
OMIKRON Record Co.

P.O.Box 913, Winchester, MA 01890
Tel.: (617) 729-4846

plus 13 more wonderful songs

Kostas Taslis � Katerina
Featuring
the Greek �Makarena�

Order now for your Musical Library
Or for gifts that will be appreciated!

NAME:_____________________________________
ADDRESS:_________________________________
CITY:________________STATE:_____ZIP:_______

Please Allow 2-4 Weeks

Óå ÈõìÜìå

(I Remember)

CELEBRATION OF GREEK APOKRIES
ÔÇÅ GRAND HELLENIC CRUISE TO WESTERN CARIBBEAN AND MEXICO

FEBRUARY 21-28, 1998
$UPER DEAL$ From $999 per person

Aboard the brand new, Super Modern, Super luxurious
Greek Megaliner, the Magnificent HHHHH

¦ Spectacular Greek Entertainment,
    exclusively for Odyssey�s group
¦  Greek music, singing, dancing,
     every night � ÅËËÇÍÉÊÏ ÃËÅÍÔÉ
¦ All meals
¦ A special Odyssey group coctail party
¦ Special Preview of
    2004 ATHENS OLYMPIAD

for colorful brochure and reservations call the experts:
ODYSSEY TRAVEL CENTER, INC.

7735 Old Georgetown Road, Bethesda, Maryland 20814

Tel.: (301) 657-4647
Since 1970 In the Nation�s Capital The No. 1 Tour Operator to Greece

CENTURY TONNAGE
70,606

The Fabulous Greek
Orchestra SKORPIOS

Extra Bonus on airfare to Greece to Cruise participants!
HURRY, BOOK NOW! Cabins selling fast. First Come, First Served.

Fax: (301) 587-7988

ANNOUNCEMENT: SPECIAL OLYMPIAD PACKAGES WILL BE READY
AND OFFERED VERY SOON TO THE PARTICIPANTS OF ODYSSEY�S GRAND
HELLENIC CRUISE. SEND US YOUR REQUEST, THE EARLIEST POSSIBLE.

27th Anniversary

ÍÅÁ ÕÏÑÊÇ - ÁÈÇÍÁ
ÊÁÔ� ÅÕÈÅÉÁÍ ÐÔÇÓÅÉÓ ×ÙÑÉÓ ÓÔÁÈÌÏ ÌÅ ÊÁÍÏÍÉÊÁ ÄÑÏÌÏËÏÃÉÁ ÅÈÍÉÊÏÕ ÌÅÔÁÖÏÑÅÁ

ÃÉÁ ÁÍÁ×ÙÑÇÓÅÉÓ  ÁÐÏ 1 ÍÏÅÌ. - 31 ÌÁÑÔÉÏÕ 1998
ÐÁÉÄÉÁ 2-11 ÅÔÙÍ ÐËÇÑÙÍÏÕÍ 25% ËÉÃÏÔÅÑÏ

READ AND SPEAK GREEK

Order READ AND SPEAK GREEK for $95.00 and we will include a Greek font for free. We
accept VISA, MASTERCARD, AMERICAN EXPRESS, DISCOVER, CHECKS & MONEY ORDERS
Card # ____________________________ Expiration Date: _____/______
SEND TO: (Please put street and number.  We ship UPS)   q  Check Box free catalog

Name: ________________________________  Phone: _______________
Address:_____________________________________________________
City ___________________________ State________ Zip ______________
Your E-mail: ___________________________

�I never knew it would be so fun and easy to learn Greek�

If you like having your Greek teacher at home anytime you want, our CDROM Greek course is for you.
Learn the COMPLETE GREEK LANGUAGE with our exciting WINDOWS multimedia CDROM.  Learn Pro-
nunciation, Reading, Vocabulary, (about 2000 words, phrases and sentences) Grammar and Sentence
Generation with a focused  logical framework using hundreds of custom-made color pictures, human
voice, multicolor text and illustrated printouts. Our products are used by adults and children in schools
and homes throughout the world.

COMPLETE GREEK LANGUAGE CDROM
by George Balanis PhD, MBA

and Toula Balanis AA � AnoTek, Inc.

WRITE TO: AnoTek  Tel: (310)450-5027   �  Fax: (310)450-0867
2349 Hill Street, Santa Monica, CA 90405 � Email: georgeb@anotek.com
Also avai lable in books i l lustrated with ful l  color pictures.

Details on Internet: http://www.anotek.com
Þëéïò             öüñåìáÜëïãï                ðüëç

319$
ÁÐËÇÓ ÄÉÁÄÑÏÌÇÓ

ÁÐÏ +Tax 529$
ÌÅÔ� ÅÐÉÓÔÑÏÖÇÓ

ÁÐÏ +Tax

ÅÉÄÉÊÅÓ ÔÉÌÅÓ ÊÁÉ ÁÐÏ ÁËËÅÓ ÐÏËÅÉÓ

$533 BOSTON
$582 WASHINGTON, BALTIMORE, PHILADELPHIA
$600 CHARLOTTEE, RALEIGH DURAHAM
$624 DALLAS, HOUSTON, CHICAGO
$634 CLEVELAND, FT. LAUDERDALE, TAMPA, MIAMI, ORLANDO

PITTSBURGH, DETROIT, CINCINNATI
$655 W. PALM BEACH, SALT LAKE CITY, MINNEAPOLIS,

NEW ORLEANS, DENVER
$674  LOS ANGELES, SEATTLE, SAN FRANCISCO



ORTHODOX OBSERVEROCTOBER 25,  1997 PAGE 5

Community  Places Strong Emphasis on Youth Programs
P A R I S H  p r o f i l e

One of  Fr. Constantinou�s dreams is
to bring about a parochial school for the
Boston area. �There is a great need for it
in Boston,� he said. �The Antiochians al-
ready started one.�

He�s also pushing for Greek language
education in area high schools.

Perhaps the facilities in his parish in
Somerville, located just across the Charles
River from Boston�s Back Bay section,
could serve as the prototype for an area
parochial school.

The facilities certainly are there, with class-
room space for nearly 100 Sunday School stu-
dents and about 60 Greek schoolers. There�s
even a strong nursery program.

Programs for youth and young people
are a priority at Dormition Church.

GOYA has about 40 members. A
group for teen-agers called �High-Go�
provides a forum for meeting and talking
about contemporary issues with Fr. Costa,
a native of Cyprus who shows a great deal
of drive and enthusiasm in ministering to
his flock. There also is a summer camp
program and two dance groups; one for
teens, the other for young adults. Fr. Costa
also assists Bishop Methodios of Boston
in ministering to an Orthodox Christian
Fellowship group at Tufts University.

These youth programs have helped
spark young people�s commitment to the
faith. The priest noted that one result has
been that �about 95 percent come to con-
fession.�

Other active ministries in the parish
include two Bible study classes, a Golden
Club  for senior citizens, and one of the
largest choirs in the Boston area, with
nearly 40 members.

One of Fr. Constantinou�s pet projects
is the library, named in honor of one of the
parish�s most beloved priests, the late Fr.
Theocharis Chronis, which features a col-
lection of 1,500 books in English and Greek
on the faith and Hellenic culture.

The roots of Dormition Church
stretch to Asia Minor in the early years of
this century, when Greek refugees first be-
gan to arrive to the area.

DORMITION CHURCH IN SOMERVILLE, MASS.

Name:
Dormition of the Virgin Mary
Greek Orthodox Church
Location: Somerville, Mass.
Founded: 1916
Diocese: Boston
Size: about 180 families
Clergy: Fr. Costa Constantinou
(Hellenic College, currently enrolled at Uni-
versity of Thessaloniki, Universite Laval Grand
Seminaire, Quebec, completing Ph.D.)

Noteworthy:
Home parish of two hierarchs
of the Archdiocese

According to a parish history by Sophia
Lembidakis, at that time Somerville had a
thriving meat-packing industry and the im-
migrants lived in a nearby neighborhood
known as �Brickbottom.�

The first church was a rented hall which
opened its doors on Aug. 6, 1916. It served the
community�s needs until 1923 when the parish-
ioners moved to their first newly built church.

Continuing to grow, the parish built
another church in 1947 on the hill of an es-
tate on Central Street, the present site.

One of the parish�s young men who went
on to become a national hero was George
Dilboy, who was killed in action in France
during World War I and was credited with
saving many of his comrades in battle. A statue
of Dilboy erected by the city of Somerville
stands a few blocks from the church.

Two other notable products of the
Dormition community have become promi-
nent hierarchs of the Church in America.

In 1956, Archimandrite Iakovos Gar-
matis, a graduate of the University of Ath-
ens School of Theology who was in this
country for graduate studies at Boston Uni-
versity, was named parish priest.

The son of parents from Alatsata, Asia
Minor, who came from a family of clergy-
men, he served the community for a decade
and guided the parish through the construc-
tion of its Hellenic Center. Fr. Iakovos also
taught at Holy Cross. He was later named
Archdiocesan Vicar of the Detroit Diocese
by Archbishop Iakovos, who elevated him
to the episcopacy as Bishop of Apamea and,
eventually, selected him as the present
Bishop of Chicago.

Archimandrite Christodoulos Kallos
succeeded Fr. Garmatis as pastor of
Dormition Church in 1967. Born in Chicago,
he was raised in Somerville.

Fr. Kallos was elected bishop in 1970 as
�John of Thermon� at the age of 42. He went
on to serve the dioceses of Charlotte, Atlanta,
and Denver and now presides over the St.
Photios National Shrine in St. Augustine, Fla.

During this period, many of the up-
wardly mobile Greek American parishioners
left the confines of Somerville for the outly-

ing Boston suburbs of Arlington, Lexing-
ton, Woburn and others.

A long period of declining member-
ship followed in what had been one of
the region�s largest parishes.

One reason that Fr. Constantinou
feels there is a need for a parochial school
is that it could serve as an incentive for
Greek Orthodox families to remain in the
area, rather than to move to the suburbs.

The parishioners who remained in
the area have continued to help their
church maintain its facilities to serve the
community through major renovation
projects, including the addition of a
narthex that provides a Byzantine archi-
tectural element to the building.

The narthex was major project for
Fr. Chronis, who fell ill to lung cancer in
1986.

Heavily damaged by a fire the day
before the arrival of Fr. Chronis� succes-
sor, Fr. Kyriakos Saravelas, it was com-
pleted two weeks before his death dur-
ing Holy Week 1987. Fr. Chronis� wake
was held in the newly built narthex.

Fr. Saravelas served the parish until
1992, when Fr. Constantinou was as-
signed.

The community has since ended its
reliance on bingo as a source of income.
It currently derives funds from the stew-
ardship program, from the annual Greek
festival held the third week in September
and from rental of its vast parking lot to
staff members of a nearby hospital.

Among its outreach program is a
�Planned Famine� project in which parish-
ioners contribute food for the hungry.

An active Philoptochos also helps
the community  with various projects.

Fr. Costa said he feels Dormition
parish has �a lot of potential.�

�People are very generous,� he con-
tinued, �and things are going much bet-
ter now.

Dormition Church is located at 29
Central St., Somerville, Mass. Tel. (617)
625-2222

 �Compiled by Jim Golding

� Fr. Alexander Karloutsos reported on
progress made on the Ecumenical
Patriarch�s visit and that His All Holiness will
receive �highest level honors,� including the
Congressional Gold Medal.

� The Legal Committee has completed
a policy statement on sexual misconduct.

� The ACCESS program, as of Septem-
ber, has 2,200 web pages, the equivalent of
5,700 printed pages. ACCESS Director Theo
Nikolakis gave a video presentation of the
Church�s Internet capabilities, including the
use of virtual reality technology that was very
well received.

� The Administration Committee report
by Admiral Michael Kalleres covered three ar-
eas: leadership, management and responsi-
bility, and called for greater use of volunteers.

� In her report on Church and Clergy
Family, Presbytera Margaret Orfanakos said
the committee stressed the importance of a
peer support network and close contact with
the Diocese bishop in dealing with problems
of marital, family and parish-related stress.

� Communications Committee recom-
mendations included a regular column from
Archbishop Spyridon, that all parishes be
equipped with fax machines to receive news
releases and other information from the Church.

� Finance Committee objectives include
serving as a bridge between the Stewardship
and Strategic Planning committees, and to
require accountability of department heads.

� Council members accepted a recom-
mendation from Inter-Church Marriage
Committee member Fr. George Passias that
a ministry be established and a priest ap-
pointed to deal with the issue of inter-church
marriages.

� Mission and Evangelism Committee
member John Johns urged the continued
support of the Orthodox Christian Mission
Center.

At the press conference after the meet-
ing, His Eminence and several clergy and
lay members of the Council, answered sev-
eral questions from reporters.

from page 3
REPORTS

The Fabulous Grecian Keys
America�s BEST

GREEK DANCE BAND
1-800-GET-KEYS

1-800-438-5397
1-330-856-4466

COME SEE �The Keys� LIVE at Epiphany �98
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EDITORIAL C O M M E N T A R Y
O P I N I O N S

L E T T E R SL E T T E R S

On Sept. 19, the Russian Duma ap-
proved a new bill concerning religious or-
ganizations. The bill on the one hand affirms
the centuries-old rights of the Orthodox
Church in the Russian land, and on the other,
it acknowledges three other historic faiths
of Russia, namely Islam, Judaism and Bud-
dhism, while recognizing the existence of

Multifaced Proselytism

By  Fr. George Tsetses

several mainstream western Churches and
Christian communities. Any other religious
committees, Christian or not, should accord-
ing to the bill, wait 15 years in order to be
recognized by the state and receive permis-
sion to develop religious activity.

The promulgation of such a law has no
doubt a very clear aim, namely to restrain
the unchecked Proselytism exercised by a
variety of multifaced and multi-named sects
and para-ecclesiastical groups.

Some such groups, believing that they
possess the �right faith� and being convinced
that they have a sacred duty to transmit the
saving message of the Gospel to the Rus-
sian people, have literally invaded the Rus-
sian territory after 1991, in order to proclaim
Christ in �Christless� Russia.

These groups have no regard of the fact
that this country has for more than a mil-
lennium been Christian-Orthodox, having
offered for Christ�s sake countless martyrs,
whether old or new, known or unknown.

It is an additionally sad fact that among
this multitude of invaders one could also find
groups and factions arrogantly claiming to
be the exclusive holders of the genuine Or-
thodox faith and sole guarantors of Ortho-
dox canonical order.

The Center Committee of the World

Council of Churches, during its recent ses-
sion last September, rightly pointed out that
�proselytism is the corruption of witness,�
and that :any competitive missionary activ-
ity, especially in Central and Eastern Europe.
. . directed at people already belonging to a
Church, and often leading to the establish-
ment of parallel ecclesial structures, is a
perversion of authentic Christian witness.�
This is a crystal-clear affirmation, and fur-
thermore it is simple common sense.

The question is whether there is any
difference between the proselytism exer-
cised by western sects or parareligious
movements of Asian inspiration and the ex-
pansionist activities of schismatic Orthodox
conventicles in traditional Orthodox lands.

In fact there is practically none, and this
is for the simple reason that these groups
use the same unethical proselytistic meth-
ods and have the same goal, which consists
in the destabilization of a given local Church
and its corrosion, for their own benefit.

The illicit activities of sects and new
religious movements in the wider Orthodox
world have been repeatedly condemned by
several inter-Orthodox inter-Christian bod-
ies as unacceptable. How then can one
qualify the actions of schismatic Orthodox
entities, which aim at the proselytism of
Orthodox believers, at the granting of �ca-
nonical cover� to dissident groups and at
the setting of parallel �Orthodox churches�
in traditionally Orthodox lands such as Rus-
sia, Georgia, Romania, Bulgaria or Serbia?
Simply to say that they reveal cynicism in
the least instance, and the absence of even
an elementary ecclesiastical ethos.

Fr. George Tsetsis represents the Ecu-
menical Patriarchate at the World Council
of Churches in Geneva.

Monk has new liver

Editor,
Early in the morning on Saturday, Sept.

18, Monk Moses went into surgery at Jack-
son Memorial Hospital, Miami, and received
a new liver and an extension to his life.

Dr. Andreas Tzakis, one of the finest
transplant surgeons in the world, and a
Greek Orthodox believer, performed the
transplantation; it lasted about 12 hours.

The donor was a 35-year-old athlete
unknown to us.

Upon hearing of the operation, I flew
to Miami to bring to Monk Moses the bless-
ings and the best wishes of His All Holiness
Patriarch Bartholomew and His Eminence
Archbishop Spyridon, both of whom hold
Monk Moses in very high esteem.

I brought to him also the love of the
readers of the Orthodox Observer who re-
sponded so beautifully to the appeal in the
�Tell Me Father� column and thus made it
possible for the transplantation to take place.

The result was beyond description.
Donations were pouring in from all parts of
the country. The amount received so far is
close to $300,000.

Is all this money needed. We do not
know yet. The way to recovery is a long pro-
cess and Monk Moses will need expensive
medication. He will be coming to America
for tests and all this requires money.

Dr. Tzakis himself did the operation
gratis. Mr. Basil Yanakakis, a philanthropist,
has made available to Monk Moses an apart-
ment where he can stay during his months

of recuperation.
Those who wish to help Monk Moses

may contribute to: Monk Moses Transplant
Fund, Greek Orthodox Church of St. George,
7701 Bradley Blvd., Bethesda, MD 20817.

Fr. George Papaioannou
Bethesda, Md

Marriages to non-Christians

Editor,
RE: The Controversy Over Marriages to

Non-Christians
Two distinct circumstances are in-

volved.  St. Paul in his letter addresses the
problem of a Christian married to a non
believer: such cases would have arisen fre-
quently in the first century when a person
converted to Christianity but his spouse did
not.  The canon in question (one infers) re-
gards one who already is a Christian marry-
ing outside the Church.

I don�t pretend to have a pastoral an-
swer.  But certainly the Church can recog-
nize the difference between someone peni-
tently approaching Her desiring salvation
and one of Her own flouting Her command-
ments.  Why would a Christian marry a non-
believer?  For �love�?  Surely Church lead-
ers are not so influenced by modern secu-
larism as to hold �love� to �excuse a man
from all the guilt, and to protect him from
all the consequences, of marrying a heathen,
a fool, or a wanton.� (C.S. Lewis, The
Screwtape Letters.)

One wonders, too, how humane it is
to condone the unprofitable conduct of
some, thereby encouraging others to make
the same mistakes.  Weakening our faith will
kill us in this country, and sociological stud-

ies agree: religions that make greater moral
demand of their adherents thrive; those who
don�t, becoming (inefficient) social clubs,
wither.

Clearly teaching our youth the purpose
and sacramental nature of marriage, as well
as Church dogma, in order to avoid this
problem is the only ultimately satisfying
solution.

E.B.
Dayton, Ohio

Editor,
Until recently my mother had lived

alone in an apartment in Riverdale.  After a
long illness, however, her physical and men-
tal status deteriorated.  She became fright-
ened, forgetful and terribly lonely, and we
gradually realized that she could not live on
her own.  Going to live with one of her chil-
dren would not have improved her situa-
tion since we were all working.  Our best
efforts to get mom assistance were unsatis-
factory.  Costs for �Assisted Living� or �Adult
Residences� were prohibitive, and none of
the residences were mutually accessible to
all of us. We faced a serious dilemma.

Fortunately, we learned that St.
Michael�s had recently been expanded and
updated.  It�s no longer the drab little home
my mother used to visit as a member of St.
Spyridon�s Philoptochos.

Praise for St. Michael�s

See LETTERS, on page 23

Editor,
I never expected to see now that I am

91 years old Greek Orthodox to work with
so much rage for the destruction of our
church. Recently I read a letter signed by  a
certain Mr. Dimitriou who, without a sliver
of proof, hurls the despicable charge that
Patriarch Bartholomew is an agent and a
pawn of Turkey.

Since the time of Asia Minor Catastro-
phe and the signing of the Treaty of
Lausanne, the Turkish leadership has made
every effort to limit the prestige of the Ecu-
menical Patriarch into the narrow confines
of the �bishop of the Romios in Istanbul.�
They had been successful to a very large
extent.  But in the last few years Turkey
found that it was not so easy to suppress
the Patriarch because this caused a nega-
tive reaction in Washington and in the Eu-
ropean Union.

The Turks are not stupid. They realize that
the best method to neutralize the Ecumenical
Patriarch was to undermine it �from within.�

More specifically, to exploit internal
disagreements and misunderstandings in
order to turn the Greek Orthodox against
the Patriarch. And what more effective way
than to have the Patriarch projected as
Turkey�s pawn, a person untrustworthy even

Have Respect

treasonous. Than have been able to promote
this goal thanks to the  narrowmindeness
and simplicity of many Greek Orthodox in
America.

What is the objective of all those who
undermine the Patriarch with such venom,
especially at the very moment that he is com-
ing to the U.S. on an official visit? What do
they hope the achieve? No matter how many
administrative mistakes we find in the record
of the new Archbishop Syridon, nothing jus-
tifies the destructive frenzy against the Ecu-
menical Patriarch at a time when the Patri-
arch is struggling to uplift the prestige and
the influence of the centuries old institution.
I hope God will put some sense into them.

Emmanuel S. Athnasiades
Arlington, Va.

The hackneyed phrase that �Ortho-
doxy is the best kept secret� no longer
has credence.

Judging from the media blitz that hit
this country the first week of Ecumeni-
cal Patriarch Bartholomew�s goodwill
tour of the United States, anyone who
has picked up a major newspaper, lis-
tened to National Public Radio or viewed
the major TV networks has had at least
glimpse or a sound-bite of Orthodox
Christianity.

The fact that a mid-size newspaper,
the Austin (Texas) American-Statesman,
published  an article every day during
the first four or five days after the
Patriarch�s arrival clearly demonstrates
that awareness of the Faith has filtered
down to many communities away from
major centers of Orthodox Christianity.

Then there is the Internet and satel-
lite television that have saturated
cyberspace and the airwaves with con-
tinuous information of the Patriarch�s
movements.

More importantly, however, the
nation�s top leaders have responded to
the growing awareness of the Faith and
have recognized the progress that the
Church has been making in recent year,
particularly in Eastern Europe, to restore
the moral and spiritual order that has
been lacking for many decades, and for
its contributions in other areas of con-
cern, most notably the environment.

Congress doesn�t overwhelmingly
vote to award a gold medal without re-
alizing that the recipient is indeed wor-
thy of such an honor. Nor does it pro-
vide the opportunity for just any church
leader to express his thoughts in a pub-
lic forum such as the U.S. Capitol.

This is also the first time that an ecu-
menical patriarch and an American presi-

The Secret Is Out
dent have sat down for a private, face-
to-face conversation about major sub-
stantive international issues.

These leaders obviously are paying
attention to the Orthodox Christian point
of view.

But now that Orthodox Christians
appear to have everyone�s attention,
what next?

For this opportunity to be more than
just �15 minutes of fame,� or, in this case,
30 days of publicity, it is up to Orthodox
Christian communities and  individuals
must build upon this recognition and
demonstrate what His All Holiness  has
shown the faithful, that we must not be
passive, but active in putting Orthodox
Christian principles to daily practical use
and to serve as a witness to the entire
world on a continuing basis.

In the first few days of his visit, Pa-
triarch Bartholomew has built new, last-
ing bridges with other Christians and
faiths. He received an overwhelmingly fa-
vorable response from the nation�s Jew-
ish leaders whom he addressed at the
U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum. He
showed his concern for improving rela-
tions between Orthodox Christians and
Muslims by attending the first dialogue
to be held in this country between the
two groups and he reinforced ties with
Roman Catholics by taking part in ser-
vices in such important venues as the
National Shrine of the Assumption in
Baltimore, the Mother Church of Roman
Catholicism in the United States, where
he delivered an address from the Papal
Throne, the first Ecumenical Patriarch
ever to do so.

People will be talking about this visit
for a long time to come, which can only
reflect favorable upon the entire Ortho-
dox Church.
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Gianni Versace was a 50-year-old Ital-
ian fashion designer who built a $1 billion
fashion empire on the notion that there
should be no barriers between the worlds
of high culture and low, between the aes-
thetics of refinement and ostentation.   Many
of his silk, denim and even plastic gowns

Versace or Christ?
The High Fashion of Holiness

�How shall I, who am unworthy, en-
ter into the splendor of Your saints.   If I
dare to enter into the bridal chamber, my
clothing will accuse me, since it is not a
wedding garment;  and being bound up, I
shall be cast out by the angels.  In Your
love, Lord, cleanse my soul and save me.�

- Communion Prayer

opportunity to reflect on several theological
truths that can clothe our hearts and minds
in such spiritual attire.

According to Holy Scripture (Matthew
17:1-9; Luke 9:28-36) Jesus once led three
of his disciples to a high mountain.  At the
summit, Jesus� appearance changed.  We
are told that His face �shone as the sun�
and His clothing become �white as light.�

According to the gospel accounts,
Moses and the prophet Elijah appeared on
either side of the transfigured Jesus. While
Peter aspired to build three �booths� or small
chapels in their honor, a bright cloud over-
shadows the mountain.  Consequently, the
disciples fell on their faces in fear.  A voice
from heaven proclaimed: �This is my be-
loved Son, in whom I am well pleased, lis-
ten to Him!� (Matthew 17:5).

Unlike Versace�s followers, Orthodox
Christians should refrain from seeking to con-
tinually transfigure themselves by donning the
latest fashion of society�s elite.  We should
take care not to become cloth-conscious cha-
meleons who change with the latest fad.  On
the contrary, the outer person should be in-
fluenced by consistent inner attire. As such,
our outer posture should reflect the beauty
of the Holy Spirit�s inner fashions of kind-
ness, modesty, knowledge, and love.

A final theological truth that we can
examine from the story of Christ�s Trans-
figuration is the unified authority of the
Church.  Unlike Peter, we are not to see the
Church divided into three unrelated gar-
ments: the Grace of Christ, the law of
Moses, and the words of Elijah and the
prophets.

God the Father proclaims, that we are to
listen and see only One, Jesus Christ, for in
Him all things coalesce  Consequently, St.
Augustine insists that we, like the three dis-
ciples are to listen to Christ in the prophets
and in the law.  In other words, we are en-
couraged to approach scripture and the law in
and not outside or beside the Church itself.

From what has been said it is easy to
understand why St. Augustine would sug-
gest that the raiment of Christ is, in fact, the
Church.

Who, then, defines our personal phi-
losophy of transfiguration . . . Jesus or
Versace?  Do we earnestly seek to acquire
the holy garments of the Church, or the cou-
ture of the fashion world?

If we desire to clothe ourselves with the
�wedding garments� to which the eucharis-
tic prayer of preparation quoted above de-
scribes,  then we must heed the scriptural
exhortation to seek and listen only to Jesus.
Perhaps this is what the prophet Isaiah is
referring to when he exhorts us to �awake,
awake; put on thy strength, put on thy beau-
tiful garments� (Isaiah 51:17).

Perhaps this, too, is to what the disciple
John is referring when he warns:  �Behold, I
come as a thief,  blessed is he that watcheth,
and keepeth his garments pure . . .� (Rev. 16:15).

Like the three disciples who were given
the historic opportunity to learn valuable
theological lessons from their experience of
our Lord�s Transfiguration we, too, should
learn to �keep our garments pure,� to
�awake,� to seek the authority of the Church
and as such, to put on the �beautiful gar-
ments� of spiritual transfiguration.

Let us, then, concentrate our attention
and our gaze on Jesus alone, and not to al-
low ourselves to be distracted by the glitter
and chic that belongs to the slick haberdash-
ers of this world.  There is only one High
Fashion . . . the garments of holiness!

Rev. Dr. Frank Marangos is director of
the Department of Religious Education,
frfrank@omaccess.com

By Rev. Dr. Frank Marangos

have sold for over $20,000!  Celebrity friends
who have purchased his designs include
Mike Tyson,  Bruce Springsteen,  Sylvester
Stallone, Lisa Marie Presley and Madonna.

On Tuesday, July 15, Gianni Versace
was murdered on the steps of his $40 mil-
lion Miami villa. In August, his alleged killer,
Andrew Cunanan, committed suicide in a
houseboat only a few miles away.  From the
moment the world learned of Versace�s
tragic end, the media has been obsessed
with what they call the loss of one of high
fashion�s most creative minds.  In fact, a
popular magazine described Versace as
someone who �triumphed because he main-
tained an unwavering sense of what he was
selling: a fantasy life of opulent sensuality.�
Yet another tabloid referred to the murdered
haberdasher as a �genius . . . who was in-
terested in transfigurations.�

It is not the pervue of this article to ex-
amine the ethical standards of clothing de-
signers, the value of secular fashion, nor the
aesthetic metamorphosis that is associated
with chic and vogue clothing. The murder
of Gianni Versace does, however,  afford us
an opportunity to briefly discuss the issue
of spiritual clothing.

The communion prayer quoted above
indicates that our inner clothing, that is our
spiritual posture, will affect our salvation.  As
such, St. Paul exhorts us to �put on the ar-
mor of God� (Col 3:10).   He continues by
describing this armor as the spiritual inner
clothing of �mercy, kindness, humbleness of
mind, meekness, long-suffering . . . and char-
ity, which is the bond of perfectness� (Col
3:12 ).  Consequently, the high fashion of
holiness is the basis of our spiritual trans-
figuration and should characterize the spiri-
tuality of all Greek Orthodox faithful.

Unlike Versace, Jesus is concerned with
reality. . . not fantasy.  He is not interested
in outward ever-changing fashion, but in the
eternal inner vestments of holiness.

According to the writings of numerous
Holy Fathers, our own personal transfigura-
tion is connected to our ability to �put on�
the clothing of holiness. The Feast of our
Lord�s Holy Transfiguration affords us an

costas rest
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H C / H C  R E P O R T

BROOKLINE, Mass. � On the occasion
of the 60th Anniversary of Holy Cross School
of Theology, several internationally-re-
nowned scholars and speakers will visit the
campus in Brookline during the current aca-
demic year. These include:

Professor Christos Voulgaris, dean of
the University of Athens School of Theol-
ogy, chairman of the New Testament de-
partment, and the author of numerous
books and articles (in Greek and English) in
the New Testament and biblical exegesis.
He is a Boston University graduate, among
other institutions. Professor Voulgaris will
teach two classes, and address the entire
Hellenic College/Holy Cross community. He
is scheduled to arrive in late November.

The Rt. Rev. Dr. Kallistos (Ware),
Bishop of Diokleia. Bishop Kallistos teaches
at the University of Oxford, England, and is
one of the most renowned spokesman for
Orthodoxy in the world. His Grace is the
author of many books and articles translated
into several languages, including The Ortho-
dox Church and The Orthodox Way. Bishop
Kallistos will offer a retreat and address the
entire Hellenic College/Holy Cross commu-
nity, as well as celebrate the Divine Liturgy

International Scholars Come to Holy Cross
and preach at the Holy Cross Chapel. He is
scheduled to come in mid-February.

Professor Andrew Louth, currently in
the Department of Theology at the Univer-
sity of Durham, UK, has taught at the Uni-
versity of Oxford, and was professor at Gold-
smith College at the University of London.
A prolific author in the field of the church
Fathers and Mystical Theology, Professor
Louth was received into the Orthodox
Church some years ago. Professor Louth will
deliver the St. John Chrysostom Lecture Se-
ries in March. Additional scholars have ac-
cepted invitations to address the Hellenic
College/Holy Cross community on various
themes of academic interest and spiritual
formation, including:

Professor Susan Ashbrook Harvey,
from the Brown University Department of
Religion, in Providence, R.I. An Orthodox
Christian, Professor Harvey is a well-known
Syriac scholar, the author of a number of
publications on the lives and times of Syriac
saints. She will be on campus on March 19.

Professor Kimberley Patton, from the
Harvard Divinity School. A member of the
Greek Orthodox Church, Professor Patton
is a specialist on classical and world reli-
gions. She will be on campus March 31.

NEW YORK � The acclaimed exhibi-
tion The Glory of Byzantium at the Metro-
politan Museum of Art drew some 460,850
out-of-town visitors and generated an eco-
nomic impact of $184 million for New York
City, according to a recent audience survey.

The landmark exhibition, which was on
view from March 11 through July 6, attracted
more visitors perhaps than lived in the capital
of the Byzantine Empire, Constantinople, at
its peak.  (It is estimated that Constantinople
boasted a population of 400,000 during
Justinian�s reign in the sixth century.)

Approximately three quarters of the
museum�s visitors to the exhibition came
from outside New York City.

Four respondents out of five surveyed
reported that they had come to the Museum
specifically to see The Glory of Byzantium.
More than half of the-of-town visitors said
that the exhibition was important in their
decision to visit New York City, and the eco-
nomic impact of these visitors alone was
estimated to be $93 million.

Thirty percent of the visitors to the ex-
hibition reported that they had a religious
connection with Byzantium, 19 percent said
they had an ethnic connection to the exhibit;
27 percent said that they had traveled to the
areas represented in the exhibition; and 3
percent said they had a political connection
to the area.

Visitors also expressed their personal
reactions to the exhibition.  A Greek Ortho-
dox priest from Long Island said:  �I kept
imagining how I would use these objects in

�Glory of Byzantium� Drew Record
Crowds, Generated  $184 Million

services and in meditation.  It is an exhibi-
tion full of wonder.�  A young art student
stated: �I�ve never seen frescoes before.  I
read about frescoes and mosaics and saw
pictures, but know I could see them!�  A
Portuguese airplane pilot exclaimed: �The
rest of my crew went shopping.  They will
forget their day.  I will never forget this.�

The Glory of Byzantium helped gener-
ate the Metropolitan Museum�s highest
overall May attendance�a total of
506,247�in 19 years.  The blockbuster ex-
hibition also propelled the museum�s an-
nual attendance over the 5 million mark�
to a total of 5.54 million visitors�for the
first time in its 127-year history.

The exhibition was made possible by
Alpha Banking Group. Sponsorship was pro-
vided by Citibank. Support was provided by
Papastratos S.A.

Additional assistance was received from
the National Endowment for the Humani-
ties, the Foundation for Hellenic Culture,
Marinopoulos Group, Halyvourgiki Inc.,
Constantine Angelopoulos and Mrs.Yeli
Papayannopoulou, and anonymous donors.
An indemnity was granted by the Federal
Council on the Arts and Humanities.

Ten works from the exhibition�icons
and a manuscript from the Holy Monastery
of St. Catherine in Sinai, Egypt�were on
view at the Metropolitan Museum through
Aug. 31st, as a special encore presentation,
The Glory of Byzantium at Sinai:  Religious
Treasures from the Holy Monastery of Saint
Catherine, Egypt.
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Thousands Greet Arrival of Ecumenical Patriarch

Story by Jim Golding

Patriarch �serves as a bridge between cul-
tures to reveal the true ecumenicity of Or-
thodoxy.�

In his comments in flawless, articulate
English, His All Holiness told the audience,
�Our modesty is filled with admiration for

�Many of us who are members were
raised in this church and it is such a bless-
ing to finally see him in our midst, said Maria
Metrakas.

Marianne Kretsis, a member of St.
Theodore Church in Lanham, Md., who trav-
eled to Washington for the occasion, re-
marked, �I think it was a very big honor to
be in the presence of such a holy man.�

Fourteen-year-old Lucas Georgiou of
Sts. Constantine and Helen commented,
�I�m very excited about it.�

One man who traveled to Washington
from Tacoma, Wash., to attend a training

from page 1

this nation�s commitment to freedom, con-
secration to justice and dedication to oppor-
tunity for all. The spiritual mission of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate echoes this com-
mitment.�

His deep voice reverberating through-
out the vast hangar, Patriarch Bartholomew
continued, �Our pilgrimage is a journey filled
with hope, for we seek to know as fully as
we may the rich heritage of the American
dream. This dream inspired your parents and
grandparents to seek out these shores, and
still inspires the world. We praise our spiri-
tual children for their many sacrifices�We
look forward to the coming days when we
shall have occasion to experience the rich
diversity of America, as we journey through
her brilliant landscapes.�

Following his address, the Patriarchate
proceeded to the waiting faithful at one end
of the hangar and proceeded along the rope
to the other end, offering warm greetings to
as many of the adoring men, women and
children as he could reach before departing
by motorcade for the doxology at Sts.
Constantine and Helen Church.

Another huge crowd

The scene at the church was another
instance of throngs of faithful turning out to
greet His All Holiness. A standing-room-only
crowd filled the church and overflowed out-
side to a tent in the adjacent parking lot
where a large-screen monitor was set up.

Following the service, the Patriarch ad-
dressed the congregation in Greek, patriar-
chal Deacon Tarasios read a condense ver-
sion of the speech in English. He called upon
the faithful to embrace and practice the Or-
thodox faith in accordance with Christ�s will.
�Our joy is to behold our Lord Jesus Christ
worshiped in the right way, that is, in the
Orthodox way � by Greeks as Greeks, Slavs
as Slavs, Americans as Americans and so
forth.� He also said that Orthodox Christian
�never fumes with anger. He never burns
with jealousy. He never sees the embrace
of the Mother Church as a threat to his own
position, because her embrace encom-
passes the whole world.�

After the reading of his comments, the
Ecumenical Patriarch himself addressed the
congregation in English, thanking them for
attending the service.

�Thank you for coming this afternoon
to greet me and my colleagues,� said His
All Holiness. �I want to express my deep
gratitude for this warm welcome and the
love, through me, of the Mother Church who
loves you very, very much. I shall cherish it
all my life. I love you all.�

At that point the congregation broke
into warm, sustained applause.

Following the service, Patriarch
Bartholomew presented each child in atten-
dance with a small cross from the Patriarch-
ate.

A reception under the tent followed.
Several who attended the service ex-

pressed their enthusiasm about the visit.
�It as very special, very moving,� said

choir member Kathy Metrakas. �I feel very
blessed that he came here and thank him
for his presence.�

Her sister-in-law and fellow choir mem-
ber echoed that sentiment.

course for his job at Boeing, also brought
his family along to see the Patriarch. �This
visit will serve to strengthen the commu-
nity and the Church,� said Leonidas Alatsis,
a native of Chios.

Message in the media

Patriarch Bartholomew�s arrival had an
impact beyond the Washington area.

Major newspapers including the Wash-
ington Post, New York Times, Boston Globe
and Baltimore Sun carried stories of his up-
coming visit in their Sunday morning edi-
tions.

His All Holiness� arrival was covered
by a score of journalists, including religion
writers Bill Broadway of the Washington
Post, David Briggs of the Associated Press
and Joan Connell of Religion News Service,
as well as television crews from CBS,
Reuters, CNN and Greek television.

THE ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH (above), greets the faithful from
the podium in the hangar. (Right) His All Holiness greets U.S.
Sen. Paul Sarbanes of Maryland.

LATER IN THE DAY, (below) he and Archbishop Spyridon receive
a very warm welcome from children, dressed in ethnic costumes,
at Sts. Constantine and Helen Church, where the Patriarch
celebrated a doxology.

ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH Bartholomew  descends the stairs from the Olympic Airways 747 to begin his month-long goodwill tour of
the United States.

(D. Panagos photos)
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Day Two: Great Progress on the Ecumenical Front

THE DIRECTOR  of the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum, Walter Reich, shows Patriarch
Bartholomew a long list of Greeks who helped rescue Jews during World War II, alongside
a photo of Bishop Chrysostomos of Zakynthos.       (Peter Christopoulos   photo)

WASHINGTON � Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew helped Orthodox Christian and Jew-
ish relations in the United States make a quan-
tum leap with a visit to the U.S. Holocaust Me-
morial Museum and very well-received address
the day after his arrival in the United States..

It marked the first time that an Ecumenical
Patriarch met with Jewish leaders in this country.
The Patriarch acknowledged that Christians dur-
ing the Holocaust era failed to apply their faith�s
teachings to their daily lives and remained silent
in the face of evil.

The Patriarch began his visit in mid-morn-
ing, greeting several leaders of the American Jew-
ish community, including Rabbis Arthur Schneier
and James Rudin, who met his as he entered the
recently completed facility near the Tidal Basin..

They escorted him on a tour of the exhibits,
which encompass the 12-year assault on the Jews
by the Nazi regime in Germany beginning in 1933.

Archbishop Spyridon, hierarchs of the Ecu-
menical Throne and bishops of the Archdiocese
Holy Synod accompanied the Patriarch during the
hour-long tour.

Of particular interest was the �rescuers ex-
hibit� panel that described the efforts of non-Jews
in Europe who, in many cases, gave up their lives
to help their Jewish neighbors survive the holo-
caust. Among these was a  list of more than 200
names of Greeks rescued save Jews, including
Bishop Chrysostomos of Zakynthos.

The Patriarch stopped to discuss the
Bishop�s act of heroism, which included
warning the Jews on the island to flee to the
hills and providing one name to the Nazi�s
when asked to submit a list of Jews � his
own name.

After the tour, the group proceeded to
the museum�s Meyerhoff Theater, which
was filled with visitors to hear His All Holi-
ness relate his thoughts about the museum
and on Orthodox-Jewish relations.

�We address you this day with mixed
emotions,� he said, �joyful at being here with
you to bask in the fruits of those Jews and
Orthodox Christians  who have worked so
tirelessly for understanding between our
houses, that our reasoning together might
lead to mutual respect and love for one an-
other.� He continued, �We are also deeply
moved , saddened by what we have seen
and experienced here today. We have seen
the face of evil , an evil that we note with
profound sorrow.�

His All Holiness said that Jews and
Christians have �a special responsibility� to
preserve memories of this holocaust �and
of others as well, that they might be
avoided.�

The Patriarch related a similar emotional

THE PATRIARCH  is introduced to the audience by Miles Lerman of the American Jewish
Committee in the museum�s Meyerhoff Theater where he delivered his address.

reaction on his visit to the holocaust mu-
seum in Jerusalem, Yad Vashem, and said
he �respected that role of Israel as a guaran-
tor of the Jewish people�s existence.�

He said that a major reason for the oc-
currence of the Holocaust was �people�s in-
difference  to their neighbors� plight and
weak relationship to God as part of the rea-
son why such a horror occurred. �The bit-
ter truth for so many Christians of that  ter-
rible time was that they could not connect
the message of their faith to their actions in
the world. They were unable to manifest
their faith from their deeds.�

Prior to the Ecumenical Patriarch�s
speech, a Greek woman of Jewish back-
ground told of her experiences as a child in
Greece during Word War II and of several
Greeks who hid her family from the Nazis.

Dr. Yolanda Willis and her family were
protected from capture in both Crete, where
she was born, and later Athens.

She told of a baker and his wife who
hid her family. �They became fugitives them-
selves when it was discovered they were
harboring Jews.�

Dr. Willis told of some Greek Ortho-
dox priests who protected many Jews. �Their
moral leadership lights up my Jewish heart,�

she said. Bishop Gregory of Chalkis hid
torahs and other belongings of Jews and
Archbishop Damaskinos of Athens issues
false baptismal certificates, she recalled.

�I teach my children and my children�s
children about how the Greeks help Jews to
survive,� she said.

In his introduction of the Patriarch,
Archbishop Spyridon commented about the

museum that �here we are all reminded of
the heroism of the Holocaust victims and
the cruelty of those who caused their
deaths.�

Comments among those who attended
the event were overwhelmingly enthusias-
tic. �This was a great event,� several per-
sons remarked.

 �Jim Golding

After the Patriarchal motorcade departed from the cathedral, His All Holiness
made an unannouced stop to �Martha�s Table,� an organization serving homeless
mothers and children. He relaxed his schedule to spend some time talking with
the children and learning of their plight.

AFTER DEPARTING from the Washington National Cathedral, the Patriarch made an
unanounced stop at a local soup kitchen in Washington.                      (D. Panagos photo)

Unannounced stop
(D. Panagos photo)
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On the second day of Ecumenical Pa-
triarch Bartholomew�s U.S. visit, following
a visit to the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Mu-
seum where he met and addressed many
Jewish and other community leaders, he
attended a private meeting and general re-
ception followed by a Luncheon in honor of
His All Holiness hosted by Nuzhet Kan-
demir, Ambassador of Turkey to the U.S. at
the Turkish Embassy before proceeding to
the Washington National Cathedral.

This was the site of an Ecumenical Dox-
ology service that was resplendent in word
and deed. Hosted by the Presiding Bishop
of the Episcopal Church, Edmund Brown-
ing, the Doxology included participants of
Orthodox, Episcopalian, Lutheran, Method-
ist Churches and Jewish and Moslem faiths.

The service featured readings by local
leaders of the world�s religions - Christian-
ity, Judaism and Islam.

After the service, the Patriarch spoke
to the nearly 1,800 in attendance, most of
whom were Greek Orthodox Christians
from communities in the Washington met-
ropolitan area.

�The light that inspired the builders of
the great cathedrals � among which this
National Cathedral most certainly ranks �
is the inner light that seeks expression in
the outer world of human experience. Too
often in the contemporary human condition,
this light is placed under a bushel, or even
worse, extinguished through coercion and
persecution.

The failure of political expediency, the
vanity of purely material gain, the alienation
of individuals from society and whole soci-
eties from the individual, all testify to the
eclipse of our natural and God-given pow-
ers as living icons, created in the image and
according to the likeness of God,� said His
All Holiness during his address at the Ca-
thedral.

Among those attending were Archons
of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, who greeted
Patriarch Bartholomew at the entrance to
the enormous Gothic cathedral, including
Vice Admiral Michael P. Kalleres, who
served as a lay reader.

Participants included His Eminence
Archbishop Spyridon of America, the Epis-
copal bishop of Washington, the Rt. Rev.
Ronald H. Haines, Bishop Nicholas of
Amissos, head of the American Carpatho-
Russian Orthodox Catholic Diocese, The
auxiliary bishop of the Catholic Archdiocese
of Washington, the Most Rev. Leonard J.

Ecumenical Doxology at Washington National Cathedral

Olivier, S.V.D., the Very Rev. Nathan D.
Baxter, dean of the Washington National
Cathedral, Bishop Theoldore F. Schneider of
the Lutheran Church in America, Washing-
ton Synod, Rabbi James Rudin, Imam Ysusuf
Saleem, Bishop James Mathews of the United
Methodist Church, Episcopal Bishop of New
York Richard Grein, and others.

At the Library of Congress
The day was completed with a tour of

the archives of and a reception and dinner
in the Great Hall of the Library of Congress.
The event was hosted by Dr. James
Billington, the Librarian, George Stepha-
nopoulos, former advisor to President
Clinton, and Mr. Alexander Papamarkou,
New York financier. On hand to honor His
All Holiness were a number of senators,
political commentators, assorted ambassa-
dors and church leaders.

AN IMPRESSIVE Ecumenical Doxology at the Cathedral included clergy from several
denominations as well as Jewish and Muslim clerics.

HIS ALL HOLINESS blesses the participants at the Ecumenical Doxology. Standing by his side (l. to r.) the Devterevon Deacon Tarasios,
the Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church, Edmund Browning, the Grand Archdeacon Theoliptos, Deacon Elias Villis and His Eminence
Archbishop Spyridon.       (D. Panagos photos)

HIS ALL HOLINESS meets with His Excellency Nuzhet Kandemir, Ambassador of Turkey to
the U.S. at the Embassy of Turkey. Joining him (l. to r.) Metropolitan Iakovos of Laodiceia,
His Eminence Archbishop Spyridon, His Excellency Nuzhet Kandemir, Metropolitan Ioakim
of Chalcedon and Metropolitan Panteleimon of Tyroloi and Serention.

ARRIVAL OF HIS ALL HOLINESS AT THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS. He is escorted by (l.) Dr.
James Billington, Librarian and Metropolitan Ioakim of Chalcedon.
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WASHINGTON � His All Holiness
joined a very select company of great fig-
ures that include George Washington, Win-
ston Churchill and Mother Teresa when he
accepted the highest honor of the U.S. Con-
gress, the Congressional Gold Medal in an
impressive ceremony held Oct. 21 under the
vast dome of the U.S. Capitol Building.

Hundreds of faithful attended the event
in the Rotunda to witness top Congressional
leaders honor Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew.

Sen. Paul Sarbanes of Maryland, one of
four key Congressional leaders who led the
effort to approve the medal, praised the Pa-
triarch for his achievements in raising aware-
ness of environmental and human rights is-
sues. He noted that the number of co-spon-
sors far-exceeded the minimum number of
sponsors for the resolution.

The other three leaders were Sen.
Alfonse D�Amato of New York, and Con-
gressmen Jim Leach of Iowa and Henry B.
Gonzales of Texas.

Rep. Michael Billirakis of Florida, cited
the Patriarch�s promotion of racial harmony
and international understanding, and his
greater appreciation of the environment in
Congress� decision to honor him.

Speaker of the House Newt Gingrich
reflected that, in establishing the Gold Medal
more than 200 years ago, �Congress began
to wrestle with how to recognize leadership
and devotion,� and that four important fac-
tors in society � age-old timeless truths, re-
ligious liberty, strife and spiritual courage
embodied what His All Holiness represents
in his striving for human rights.

In reference to violators of human
rights, Gingrich said, �It is not humans they
undermine when they violate their religious
liberty, it is the Will of God. People have a
right to approach their Creator with dignity.�
The Speaker said of Bartholomew that he
has raised the world�s awareness that �spiri-
tual leadership and courage matters.�

The Speaker praised the Patriarch�s ef-
forts in helping to bring peace to Bosnia and
the Middle East. �We have the obligation to
reach out to calm the strife,� said Gingrich.

Also offering words of praise was Sen-
ate Majority Leader Trent Lott.

The resolution was presented by the
President Pro Tempore of the Senate, Strom
Thurmond and Gingrich.

In his acceptance speech, Patriarch
Bartholomew said �We convey our warm-
est greetings � of the 270th successor to the
See of St. Andrew the Apostle � to the 105th

Congress of the United States of America.
We are truly humbled to receive so great a
tribute from so great a nation.�

The Dome as a link
His All Holiness spent some time re-

flecting on the significance of the Capitol
Dome as a tie to Orthodox Christianity.

He said that it was �a link with Greco-

Ecumenical Patriarch Receives Medal in Magnificent Ceremony
States, these diverse peoples are united by
certain principles held in common � in your
case, the Constitution; in our case, the
Nicene Creed. It is indeed fitting that the
very first article in our Creed � the words �I
believe� � is the very first guarantee in the
Constitution�s Bill of Rights, which recog-
nizes the inalienable right of every human
person to freely choose and practice their
religious beliefs.�

He praised the nation�s commitment
to religious liberty as a cornerstone of Ameri-
can democracy and diversity �It is no won-
der that Orthodox Christian peoples from
the world over have found a welcome re-
ception and secure haven in these United
States. For the Orthodox Church, as a
Church may be opposed, but opposes no
one; may be persecuted, but does not per-
secute; is fettered, but chains on one; is
deprived of Her freedom, but does not
trample on the freedom of others.�

The Patriarch also said that the Capitol,
and not the Pentagon, �represents what is
great about America.�

�The Pentagon embodies might; but the
Capitol embodies right. In these halls, dif-
ferent points of view meet and are recon-
ciled. In these halls, narrow interests are
compromised for the greater good. And �
most important for the Orthodox Church
during many dark decades � in these halls,
human rights are preserved and human dig-
nity is enhanced.�

He went on to discuss the progress that
Orthodox Christianity has made over the
past decade following the fall of commu-
nism and that the return of faith is on the
upswing.

�The 20th century showed our enor-
mous capacity for creativity � but it also
demonstrated our boundless capacity for
destruction,� said the Patriarch. �We saw 75
million human beings killed between 1914
and 1945 alone. In its own fearsome power,
humanity recognized its own appalling falli-
bility. Thus began our return to faith.�

The Patriarch also noted the coinci-
dence in the date when the medal was first
awarded to George Washington, March 25,
1776, with the celebration of the Annuncia-
tion of the Virgin Mary.

�It is a day in which we celebrate not
only the Love of God incarnate for us in Christ,
but the free, open and receptive response of
a human person, the Virgin Mary, to the will
of God. It is in this spirit of freedom that we
pledge to redouble our efforts as peacemak-
ers among different peoples and faiths. And
we will continue our work as a religious and
spiritual institution, teaching, edifying, serv-
ing humanitarian ideals, civilizing and preach-
ing love in every direction.�

Not all talk
Besides the speeches, the ceremony

was punctuated by inspiring music that fea-
tured international singer Nadia Weinberg,
whose, along with the Howard University
Choir, sang selections included �Ti
Ypermacho,� sung during the Processional,
�Amazing Grace� and the �Battle Hymn of
the Republic.�

The Chamber Orchestra of Athens pro-
vided the accompaniment.

Ms. Weinberg, who greatly impressed
the audience with her sweet, yet powerful
voice, is half Greek, half Jewish and is a na-
tive of Michigan who now lives in Athens,
Greece. She performs concerts throughout
the United States and around the world and
also records. She recently recorded a Byz-
antine opera, �The Crucifixion,� by Bufidas.

Following the formal ceremony, the
religious and secular leaders and audience
members attended a luncheon at the
Dirksen Senate Office Building near the

Roman civilization which, together with both
the Old and New Testaments, form the well-
spring of Orthodoxy, which was so admired
by America�s founders.�

It has a more direct link to Orthodoxy
because it was modeled after the Cathedral
of St. Isaac in St. Petersburg, Russia, the
Ecumenical Patriarch told the gathering.
Ironically, he celebrated the Divine Liturgy
under that church�s dome after it was re-
stored as a house of worship in 1993.

The Patriarch told the audience that

�We can learn much from each other. You
represent about 270 million Americans; we
represent about 300 million Orthodox Chris-
tians � 5 million of whom live in the United
States. And, if you look beyond our robes
and your business suits, there are many
other things we have in common,� stating
that, like the United States, Orthodox Chris-
tianity is composed of many diverse peoples.

His All Holiness also cited an impor-
tant principal held in common by the Church
and the United States. �Like the United

HIS ALL HOLINESS on the steps of the Capitol Building with Speaker of the House Newt
Gingrich.              (Dimitrios Panagos photos)

CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL CEREMONY commencement in the Rotunda of the Capitol
Building. Alongside His All Holiness (l. to r.) Archbishop Spyridon of America, Metropolitan
Ioakim of Chalcedon, President Pro Tempore of the Senate, Strom Thurmond, Speaker
of the House Newt Gingrich, and Congressman Michael Billirakis (R-FL). (D. Panagos photo)
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WASHINGTON � His All Holiness met
with President Clinton at the White House
on Oct. 22, in a private meeting where they
discussed religious freedom, the environ-
ment and other issues.

He also paid a reciprocal visit to first
lady Hillary Clinton who had met Patriarch
Bartholomew at the Phanar when she trav-
eled to Turkey in March 1996.

Day 4: White House Visit Caps Washington Segment

By Jim Golding

According to various sources, the Presi-
dent expressed concern over religious per-
secution and he emphasized his united stand
on the issue with the Patriarch.

He also raised the issue of the reopen-
ing of the Halki theological school and ex-
pressed his desire that the institution will
again open its doors.

The President discussed Greek-Turkish
relations and his recent initiative on elimi-
nating tensions over Cyprus and his global
warming plan.

His All Holiness briefed the President
about actions he has taken to bring about
cleanup of the Black Sea and Danube River.
Earlier in the day, when Clinton announced
a proposal to cut back on greenhouse gases,
he quoted Patriarch Bartholomew who �re-
minds us that the first part of the word �ecol-
ogy� derives from the Greek word for house.�

Following the meeting with Mrs.
Clinton, the Patriarch and Archbishop
Spyridon entered the East Room of the White
House where some 200 invited guests
waited to hear their comments.

Mrs. Clinton recalled her memorable
visit to the Phanar with her daughter,
Chelsea, and lauded the Ecumenical Patri-
arch for his efforts at helping to bring peace
to the Balkans and for his campaign to raise
the world�s awareness for the environment.

�He is truly a remarkable man,� said
Mrs. Clinton, who also praised his concern
for human rights.

In mentioning the sixth anniversary of
His All Holiness� enthronement, she joked
that, unlike the Patriarch�s unanimous en-
thronement, �This house where our presi-
dent resides doesn�t know anything about
unanimous elections.� She added, �we are
in awe of such a miracle.�

Mrs. Clinton first introduced Arch-
bishop Spyridon who offered greetings to
the audience, followed by the introduction
of the Ecumenical Patriarch.

In his brief comments, His All Holiness
touched upon the mission of the Ecumeni-
cal Patriarchate, drawing a comparison with
the White House,  and on the dynamism of
the Orthodox faith.

�The White House is indeed a resplen-
dent historic and cultural treasure that signi-
fies to the world the very essence of democ-
racy,� said Patriarch Bartholomew �People all
over the world come and see this symbol of
hope, a house for all the people.�

Refering to the Phanar, His All Holiness

noted, �Though we receive far fewer visi-
tors at the home of the Ecumenical Patri-
archate, the Mother Church is a house for
all people. �Through its various ministries,
the Ecumenical Patriarchate offers to the
entire world the historical, cultural and spiri-
tual treasure, reverently protected by the

Mother Church of Orthodox Christianity.�
The Patriarch also called the Church a

truly �ecumenical -worldwide - ministry�
that embraces all of God�s children with
paternal love.

He described Orthodox Christianity in
the United States as �a living and dynamic
faith�  that numbers 5 million members and
which reaches out to the nation through its
�many good works to which it has applied
itself diligently.

In expressing his best wishes upon the
First Family, Patriarch Bartholomew prayed
that �God bestow the best of blessings on
this House and all that inhabit it; so that to-
gether with your esteemed husband, none
but honest and wise souls may ever rule
under this roof, under the protection of
God.� He also made special mention of the
Chelsea, whom he remembered fondly from
her visit. �Her radiance, her smile, her natu-
ral gifts of grace and intelligence made a
great impression on us and we want you to
know that we always remember her and
pray for her, that she may progress in her
educational endeavors and spiritual growth.

Following the brief comments in the
East Room, Mrs. Clinton and the Ecumeni-
cal Patriarch greeted each of the nearly 200
guests in a receiving line in the Blue Room.
A wine and pastry reception followed.

IN OVAL OFFICE � President Clinton, flanked by His All Holiness and Archbishop Spyridon. Also shown are (from left): Metropolitans
Panteleimon of Tyrolois, Ioakim of Chalcedon and Iakovos of Laodiceia.          (D. Panagos photos)

THE TWO leaders talk about several important issuesMRS. CLINTON welcomes Patriarch Bartholomew.               (Peter Christopoulos photo)

THE PRESIDENT escorts the Patriarch into the Oval Office.
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WASHINGTON � Georgetown Univer-
sity bestowed His All Holiness with the sec-
ond honorary degree awarded to him by a
Jesuit institution, a Doctor of Laws presented
by the school�s president, the Rev. Leo J.
O�Donovan, on Oct. 21.

Upon his arrival at the nation�s second
oldest Catholic university, His All Holiness
attended a session of the first Orthodox/
Muslim Dialogue in America. The degree
conferal took place afterward. The event was
closed to press coverage.

Following the meeting, Patriarch
Bartholomew, administrators and scholars,
Archbishop Spyridon and Roman Catholic
hierarchs entered the auditorium in a pro-
cession.

The Rev. O�Donovan, in his remarks
before presenting the honor, said that the
Patriarch and Pope John Paul II have �con-
tinued to foster hope of full communion
between East and West,� citing the pope�s
1995 letter honoring the Orthodox Church
and the official dialogue commission that the
two churches formed.

The Patriarch�s acceptance speech was
a response to that letter. His main point was
that the two branches of Christianity have
becoming more divergent over the years that
unity may not be possible.

�In the distant past, great attempts have
been made by both sides to prove, and
motivated by a different spirit, each side has

Georgetown University Bestows
Honorary Doctorate Upon Patriarch

judged the other as being divergent from
the true faith,� the Patriarch said.

�This deeply rooted conviction of our
divergence has led us to a thousand years
of separate and autonomous courses. We
confirm that indeed the divergence between
us continually increases and the end point
to which our courses are taking us,
foreseeably, are indeed different.�

His All Holiness said that he was �op-
posed to the specter of an everlasting sepa-
ration,� and that he feels the churches
should �seek again our common founda-
tions, and the original starting point that we
share.� He said that the reasons for their
divergence should be learned and �be able,
by lifting blame, to proceed thereafter on
the same road leading to the same common
goal.�

The Patriarch called the characteristics
of the two churches �ontologically different,�
and warned that �unless our ontological
transfiguration and transformation toward
one common model of life is achieved, not
only in form, but also in substance, unity
and its accompanying realization become
impossible.�

But, in a conciliatory note, he said that
�the Orthodox Church is always open for
every good-faith dialogue,�  but would not
engage in  what he called �planted
squabbles� because of the danger of being
misunderstood.

HIS ALL HOLINESS receives an honorary degree from Georgetown University presented
by the President, Rev. Leo J. O�Donovan in Gaston Hall.            (D. Panagos photo)

WASHINGTON � At a dinner hosted by
Secretary of State Madeleine Albright at the
State Department on Oct. 22, His All Holi-
ness called for a renewed effort to rebuild
Eastern Europe spiritually in the wake of the
fall of communism that would live up to the
spirit of the Marshall Plan.

Several diplomats, including the Greek
and Turkish ambassadors, and international
singer Nana Mouskouri, were among the
more than 100 distinguished guests who
attended.

The American program that  recon-
structed war-torn Europe was conceived by
Secretary of State George Marshall and
implemented 50 years ago.

�Amidst the ashes of the Second World
War, America rose up to meet a seemingly

In a Major Address on Europe, Ecumenical Patriarch Calls for a Spiritual Marshall Plan
The Patriarch said that the hundreds of

millions of people represented by the Or-
thodox Churches need not only �day-to-day
necessities,� but also spiritual renewal.

�The genius of the Marshall Plan was
that it understood the nature of the prob-
lem it confronted: �hunger, poverty, des-
peration and chaos,� said the Ecumenical
Patriarch. �Against prevailing notions of na-
tional self-interest, the economic recovery
and future of Europe was envisioned as the
historical responsibility of the American
people. And the benefits of that genius in
the cause of world peace and stability are
undisputed to this day.

His All Holiness asked rhetorically if the
nature of today�s problems in Eastern Eu-
rope relates to �narrow economic and po-
litical categories formulated in the West?�

He called working economies �only
partial solutions.�

�You understand the onerous task of
revitalizing economic infrastructures ema-
ciated by failed social policies. But what of
decimated cultures? What of religious insti-
tutions abused by secular powers for gen-
erations? How are we to rebuild the soul of
a nation?�

He suggested that the Ecumenical Pa-
triarchate could serve as a catalyst?

Bartholomew defined the Ecumenical
Patriarchate as a �trans-national and spiritual
force:� that �has sought to assist in the re-
construction of the moral, ethical, religious
and social fabric that was torn asunder by
decades of atheistic totalitarian regimes.�

He pointed to recent successes in Al-
bania where the communist government
had destroyed the Orthodox Church and
which now has a Church that is experienc-
ing a revitalization.

The Patriarch said that he advocates that
the newly freed, mostly Orthodox Christian
nations be included �in the emerging politi-
cal and economic matrix of Europe.�

Another area that the Ecumenical Patri-
archate has been moving in recent years is in
the development of a dialogue of under-
standing between Muslims and Christians.
His All Holiness said that the Patriarchate oc-
cupies a unique position on the frontier be-
tween Islam and Christianity that �affords us
a panoramic view of risks and possibilities.�

He continued, �Our experience has
taught us that �all things work together for
good to them that love God and are called
according to His purpose. If the world is to
be rebuilt, it must be with a spirit of love,
not a demon of fear; a spirit of understand-
ing and appreciation of the qualities of �oth-
erness,� not by ignorance.�

Patriarch Bartholomew also said that
the Patriarchate, �during this time of transi-

insurmountable challenge: the rebuilding of
post-war Europe,� the Patriarch said. �The
jubilee of the Marshall Plan should give us
all pause to consider how we might rebuild
Eastern Europe and begin building bridges
to our Muslim sisters and brothers. In con-
fronting the complexities of peacemaking in
the post-Communist era, we must call upon
the lessons of history to discover a new vi-
sion to guide us on our quest for peace.�

His All Holiness told the audience of
his responsibility of spiritual seniority among
independent Orthodox Churches. He said
that he has �traveled extensively through
lands which were barred and held fast be-
hind the Iron Curtain� and rejoiced that
�these �gates of hell� have not prevailed.�

tion,� seeks to promote freedom and toler-
ance but, in reference to the controversy, es-
pecially in Russia, swirling over efforts by some
religious groups in the West to proselytize,
said that �We must not accept the imposition
of cultural norms alien to peoples whose roots
are, in many cases, hundreds, even thousands
of years deeper than those who seek to re-
create them in their own image.�

He further stated that �throughout East-
ern Europe, Orthodox Christianity is more
than a religion; it is a way of life, rooted in
the experience of thousands of years of his-
tory. Whatever damage was incurred dur-
ing the atheistic governments of the recent
past, does not and can not invalidate that

history. Let us not give in to easy solutions,
nor to the desire to re-make the world in
our image.�

The Patriarch said that people�s spiri-
tual needs are equally important along with
their material needs and that nations must
pay more attention to those needs.

He also declared that �the Ecumenical
Patriarchate� is ready �to travel any distance,
not only of land and sea, but of knowledge
and idea. We are here to preach love, peace
and hope, to those afar and to those near.�

Secretary Albright echoed His All Holi-
ness� thoughts, stating that �diplomats must
do better at determining how spiritual faith
affects diplomacy.� � J.G.

MADELEINE ALBRIGHT and the Patriarch

AT THE RECEPTION � (from left) Metropolitan Ioakim of Chalcedon, Secretary of State
Albright, Patriarch Bartholomew, Panayiotis Angelopoulos and Archbishop Spyridon.

(D. Panagos photo)

(D. Panagos photo)
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WASHINGTON � Patriarch
Bartholomew concluded his visit to the Dis-
trict of Columbia with a breakfast at the resi-
dence of Vice President Al Gore on Oct. 23.

�I don�t remember a visit to the United
States that has gone so well as this visit has,�
said the Vice President in his welcoming re-
marks to more than 500 persons gathered
under a large tent on the grounds of the U.S.
Naval Observatory a few yards from his
home.

He acknowledged �with deep gratitude�
the contributions made by Greek Americans
to the nation�s life and culture and for �play-
ing a prominent and crucial role in America�s
progress.�

The Vice President remarked to the
Ecumenical Patriarch that �it does not sur-
prise us that your message resonates in this
country.�

Sharing in common with Bartholomew
the issue of the environment, Gore said that
the Patriarch�s �eloquent teaching on the

Breakfast with Vice President Gore Ends Washington Visit

The environment is very near and dear
to the hearts of Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew and Vice President Gore as
was obvious during their comments at the
breakfast

Both have been carrying their message
far and wide to anyone who will listen.

Most recently, Bartholomew hosted a
symposium on the pollution problem in the
Black Sea. In November, he will attend an-
other environmental symposium, this one
in Santa Barbara, Calif.

Although the vice president will not at-
tend that one, Interior Secretary Bruce Babbit
will.

According to a recent story in the New
York Times, Patriarch Bartholomew has now
made the fight against pollution church
policy. The patriarchate has even declared
abuse of nature a sin.

In 1995, Metropolitan John of
Pergamon, an influential theologian, spoke
words approved by the patriarch himself:
�Evil is not only a matter for human beings
but affects the entire Creation.�

Many followers have been surprised by
the activism because they know their church
more for its lengthy Byzantine rites and
mysticism. It is a faith that has largely man-
aged to avoid the impact of the Reforma-
tion, the Enlightenment and the political and
industrial

revolutions.
Much of the church�s drive to embrace

this modern creed comes from Patriarch
Bartholomew, who is said to be troubled
personally by the enormous health problems
caused by pollution during the communist

A Cleaner Earth Their Common Goal
years. He wants to modernize Orthodoxy
but needs a consensus since the world�s 15
Orthodox churches are self-governing.
Church conservatives and nationalists have
already criticized him for his openness to
the West and ecumenical conciliation.

But environmentalism is a unifying
theme in a church full of rivalries. On this
journey, it appeared to work. In Novorossisk,
a dirty Russian oil port, the local archbishop
said, �Our once health-giving waters have
turned into a source of disease.�

Defending the Creation poses no theo-
logical problems. �The Orthodox are less
focused on mankind alone,� said Deacon
Tarassios, who is close to the patriarch.
�They never abandoned the view that man
is part of nature.�

The church has just published a book
in several languages, titled �Orthodoxy and
Ecology� (Syndesmos), which quotes Scrip-
ture and provides ideas for community ac-
tivities. In Greece and elsewhere in the
Balkans, monasteries are clearing waste and
protecting their wildlife.

The Black Sea was perhaps a natural
choice for the trip. Orthodoxy is dominant
in five of the six countries on its shore �
Georgia, Russia, Ukraine, Romania and Bul-
garia. Islamic Turkey is the exception. Some
believe that this sea, once a freshwater lake,
was the site of the Flood.

 But now overfishing, raw sewage and
industrial and farm runoff have made the
Black Sea one of the planet�s most damaged
waters. A 1994 convention to clean it up
has faltered because of a shortage of both
political will and funds.

sanctity of the earth is inspiring� and that it
has had an impact on many who in the past
have been either cynical or failed to take the
issue of the environment seriously.

Gore joked about the nicknames that
both men have acquired for their environ-
mental zeal.  �As one who is sometimes
called the �Ozone Man,� I�m thrilled to wel-
come the �Green Patriarch.� There is no tell-
ing what the two of us can cook up.�

The vice president concluded, �Thank
you for making us mindful of the connec-
tion between the creation and our creator.�

Gore, who is president of the Senate,
also presented the Patriarch with a proto-
type of the Congressional Gold Medal.

In his greetings after the vice president�s
remarks, the Patriarch praised Gore�s efforts
in the protection of the environment. �We
deeply appreciate your unwavering commit-

ment to ecological responsibility. Your sup-
port and patronage of our own efforts, es-
pecially the recent symposium on the Black
Sea, have been of invaluable assistance.� He
stated that the Orthodox Church can offer
much �to the emerging dialogue between
modern, technologically driven man, and the
environment in which he lives.�

The Patriarch also noted Vice President
and Mrs. Gore�s efforts to promote volun-
teerism and inspire young people. �In an age
when values of human dignity and decency
are too often challenged, you have both
stood fast with perseverance and commit-
ment to the future of America�s youth,� His
All Holiness said.

Immediately following the breakfast,
Patriarch Bartholomew, Archbishop Spy-
ridon and the other hierarchs accompany-
ing His All Holiness, departed by motorcade
for Baltimore.

� Jim Golding

PATRIARCH ACCEPTS Ahepa�s Socratic Award from Supreme President Steve Manta.
Also shown are, from left, Maids of Athena President Anna Kola; Daughters of
Penelope President Kiki Walker; Sons of Pericles President William Gahagan; and
Archbishop Spyridon.   (D. Panagos photo)

VICE PRESIDENT Al Gore greets Patriarch Bartholomew and Archbishop Spyridon in front
of his residence on the grounds of the U.S. Naval Observatory.

THE PATRIARCH gives his greetings at the breakfast.          (D. Panagos photos) Mr. Gore presents a cast model of the Congressional Gold Medal to the Patriarch.
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His All Holiness Officiates Patriarchal Divine Liturgy at St. Sophia Cathedral

�Orthodoxy and Truth�Following is the complete text of His
All Holiness� homily given at the Divine
Liturgy of St. Sophia Cathedral in Wash-
ington on Oct. 22.

Your Eminence, beloved brother in
Christ and co-celebrant, Archbishop
Spyridon of America, Holy brothers, Your
Eminences and Your Graces, Beloved and
blessed children of the Church and of our
Modesty, glory and thanksgiving to our
Lord and God Jesus Christ, Who loves
mankind, Who grants us today�s encoun-
ter within the Divine Liturgy. This encoun-
ter is full of power, because the whole
Church partakes of it.

All of our brothers and sisters who
have fallen asleep in the hope of the res-
urrection unto eternal life are with us. For
in the Divine Liturgy, we live out the mys-
tery of the unity of all who believe in Christ
and the union of all creation. Indeed, we
live in the mystery of the end of time and
of the timeless, eternal kingdom. The Pre-
Eternal Logos of God is present with us.

This is the mystery of mysteries. It is
the recapitulation of time. It is the unity
of all in Christ. It is sensing of that which
is beyond all sensation. It is the assurance
of things unseen. It is the blessedness that
exceeds time and space, as we in precisely
this time and space, celebrate the Divine
Liturgy in this holy church.

This sensation is not a false impres-
sion or feeling, but the incontestable re-
ality of our experience � the true faith.

Our faith is not just the priceless de-
posit of true Christian teaching. It is this,
but not only this. It is the complete per-
sonal belief in our Lord Jesus Christ, Who
has called us �friends� and �brethren.� The
Lord calls us to the banquet of His king-
dom, and we must accept the invitation
with complete and utter faith in Him. For

WASHINGTON � More than 900 per-
sons from throughout the metropolitan area
filled St. Sophia Cathedral for the Patriarchal
Divine Liturgy the morning of Oct. 22.

Also attending were hierarchs of the
Ecumenical Throne who accompanied the
Patriarch, Archbishop Spyridon and bishops
of the Archdiocese Holy Synod.

After the service, Archbishop Spyridon
reflected on the election of Patriarch
Bartholomew, who marked the sixth anni-
versary of that event on the 22nd.

He said that the first chapter of the Book
of Acts delineates how successors to the
apostles are chosen. �Apostles and bishops
are not elected by men, but are revealed by
the Holy Spirit.�

His Eminence continued, �Six years ago
we lost our beloved Patriarch Dimitrios, but
the Holy Spirit spoke to the Holy and Sa-
cred Synod who elected Bartholomew.�

The Archbishop then presented  the
Patriarch with three engolpia in the national
colors of the United States � red, white and
blue, with each color symbolizing a virtue
of this nation. �This will remind you of your
pilgrimage to this land,� he said to the Patri-
arch.

The Patriarch delivered his homily in
Greek and also noted that the feast day of
St. Iakovos occurs on the following day. He
reminded the congregation that it was the
name day of Archbishop Iakovos, former
head of the church in America, and praised
his accomplishments.

After his comments, Devterevon (sec-
ond deacon) Tarasios read an abbreviated
version of His All Holiness� homily.

Worshipping in truth was the theme of
his address.

The Ecumenical Patriarch said that the

P A T R I A R C H A L  V I S I T

Liturgy �is more than just a single service.
Neither is it an opportunity for a weekly en-
counter on the basis of purely social or per-
sonal relationships. It is participation in this
mystery that sanctifies the world and fills us
with divine grace.�

Patriarch Bartholomew said two things
must be realized to understand and live this
mystery: change in accordance with Christ,
and worship of the Lord �in the right and
holy way.�

He continued, �True worship is in full
accord with the words of the Lord Who said
that the true worshippers should worship
God �in spirit and in truth� and that the �ut-
most significance� for the Orthodox Church

was �true belief and faith� in Christ.
�For these many years,� the Patriarch

said, �under the spiritual guidance of your
Archbishops, Bishops, priests and many
teachers you have preserved your Ortho-
dox Faith. You have raised up churches. You
have founded schools. You have performed
deeds of love and philanthropy. You have
lived your lives by Christ and as faithful chil-
dren of the truth. Your love for the Church,
your former and your new country, and to-
ward your fellow human beings is very much
alive and self-evident.

�However, you live in a world which
holds the view that Christian truth is not
important. It maintains that to be ethically

good is enough. Certainly, ethical goodness
is necessary, but we say unto you with all
our love and as simply as we can, that the
Lord desires that we worship Him �in spirit
and in truth.�

After the service, the Philoptochos
hosted a reception for the Patriarch.

A sampling of reactions from several
persons attending the Liturgy underscored
the enthusiastic welcome that His All Holi-
ness received in the Washington area.

�I think it was very inspiring and ma-
jestic, a truly memorable Orthodox experi-
ence, said Peter G. Dounis of Silver Spring,
Md..

�It�s a great experience to see the Patri-
arch and I�m glad he was able to celebrate
the Liturgy,� said Eleni Vaggelatos of
Oceanside, N.Y., a sophomore at American
University in Washington who attends St.
Sophia.

Parish Council President Peter
Koutsandreas stated �it�s very exciting. This
is the second time we�ve had a Patriarch
visit the cathedral.� Patriarch Dimitrios at-
tended a doxology at the cathedral on his
visit to Washington during the Clergy-Laity
Congress in 1990.

Petro Marafatsos, a 10th grader and
member of St. Sophia, noted �this is a great
opportunity for everyone to see the Patri-
arch in the U.S.� His sister, 8th grader
Despina Marafatsos, said �this is a great
opportunity for everyone to see the Patri-
arch in the U.S..�

�It�s a great opportunity for all of us,�
said their friend, 9th grader Stella Michael.
�And he�s such a nice Greek man.�

His All Holiness departed St. Sophia
Cathedral for a private afternoon luncheon
at the Blair House.

the Lord desires to
lead us above, in ac-
cordance with the
measure of our faith
and belief in Him.

The Divine Lit-
urgy is more than a
simple service. Nei-
ther is it an opportu-
nity for a weekly en-
counter on the basis
of purely social or
personal relation-
ships. It is participa-
tion in Mystery which
sanctifies the world
and fills us with divine
grace.

In order to un-
derstand and live this
mystery, we must re-
alize two things. First,
we must accept that
we must change;
change in accordance
Christ, Whom we put on and with Whom
we were clothed through Baptism. When you
accept this change through divine grace, you
are empowered to live in the fullness of this
great mystery.

Second, those who participate in the
Divine Liturgy must worship the Lord in the
right and holy way. True worship is in full
accord with the words of the Lord Who said
that the true worshippers should worship
God �in spirit and in truth� (John 4:23-24).

And indeed, the Lord Himself is the
Truth! (John 14:6). Consequently, to wor-
ship the Lord in truth is to worship Him as
is fitting.  And to know what is fitting and

proper for Him
means we must
know Him.  This
knowledge first
arises in our hearts,
as a desire to know
him. But if we desire
to know the Person
of Christ, we must
know His Body, that
is, the Church � and
this includes the
Apostles and the Fa-
thers of the Church.

The preservation
of the truth, the true
belief and faith in
Jesus Christ has the
utmost significance
for the Orthodox
Church. These are not
simply obscure de-
tails, but the guaran-
tees that our faith will
be correct, or way will

be straight and our lives will be righteous.
Beloved children in the Lord, we have

come from the Mother Church to this new
country to celebrate with you the 75th an-
niversary of the founding of the Greek Or-
thodox Archdiocese.

For these many years, under the spiri-
tual guidance of each of your Archbishops,
Bishops, priests and many teachers of the
faith, you have preserved your Orthodox
Faith. You have raised up Churches. You
have founded schools.  You have performed
deeds of love and philanthropy. You have
lived your lives by Christ and as faithful chil-
dren of the truth.

Your love for the Church, your
former and your new country, and toward
your fellow human beings is very much
alive and self-evident.

However, you live in a world which
holds the view that Christian truth is not
important. It maintains that to be ethically
good is enough.

Certainly, ethical goodness is neces-
sary, but we say unto you with all our
love and as simply as we can, that the
Lord desires that we worship Him �in
spirit and in truth.�

Therefore, in this first Divine Liturgy in
America, we have spoken to you of the ne-
cessity of truth, together with love and all
the other virtues. However, there is another
reason why we have spoken this way to-
day. This is the sixth anniversary of our
Modesty�s election by the Holy and Sacred
Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarchate to the
lofty service of the Ecumenical Throne.

As you well know, the first duty of
the Ecumenical Patriarch and of every
Bishop is to vigilantly and rightly inter-
pret the word of truth. We ought to, there-
fore, on this anniversary, honor our re-
sponsibility and in a fatherly way exhort
you to give greater attention to this theme
of truth, for only by truth is our faith made
firm.  The Lord came into the world, as
He Himself said, to witness to the truth
(John 18:37). The knowledge of His truth
liberates us from the darkness of igno-
rance and error.

May our Lord, the only truth, send
down on all of us and on the entire flock
of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese and
on the whole Orthodox flock world-wide,
His Holy Spirit, to guide us, His faithful,
into all truth.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ
be with you.  Amen.

GREAT PATRIARCHAL ARCHDEACON Theoleptos censes the faithful during Liturgy

HIS ALL HOLINESS on the solea.
(D. Panagos photos)
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ÏÕÁÓÉÍÃÊÔÏÍ.- Ìå ôéìÝò áñ÷çãïý
êñÜôïõò ç ÁìåñéêáíéêÞ ÊõâÝñíçóç õðï-
äÝ÷èçêå ôïí Ïéêïõìåíéêü ÐáôñéÜñ÷ç ê.
Âáñèïëïìáßï, óôçí áñ÷Þ ôïõ éóôïñéêïý
ôáîéäéïý ôïõò óôéò ÇíùìÝíåò Ðïëéôåßåò. Ôï
ÔæÜìðï ôçò ÏëõìðéáêÞò Áåñïðïñßáò, ðïõ
ìåôÝöåñå ôïí ÐáôñéÜñ÷ç ðñïóãåéþèçêå
óôéò 2 ôï ìåóçìÝñé ôçò ÊõñéáêÞò 19
Ïêôùâñßïõ, óôçí áåñïðïñéêÞ âÜóç
Áíôñéïõò, üðïõ ôïí Ðáíáãéüôáôï õðïäÝ÷-
èçêáí ç õðåýèõíç ðñùôïêüëëïõ ôïõ
Ëåõêïý Ïßêïõ Ìåë ÖñÝíò, ï Óåâáóìéü-
ôáôïò Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò ÁìåñéêÞò ê. Óðõñß-
äùí, ìÝëç ôçò ÉåñÜò Óõíüäïõ, åêðñüóùðïé
Üëëùí äïãìÜôùí, ï ðñÝóâçò ôçò ÅëëÜäáò
óôçí ÏõÜóéãêôïí ê. ËïõêÜò Ôóßëáò êáé
ðëÞèïò Üëëùí åðéóÞìùí. Åßíáé ÷áñá-
êôçñéóôéêü üôé éäéáßôåñá èåñìÞ õðïäï÷Þ
åðåöýëáîáí ðñïò ôïí ê. Âáñèïëïìáßï êáé
ôá ìÝëç ôïõ ÊïãêñÝóïõ, üðïõ óå åéäéêÞ
ôåëåôÞ, ôïõ áðïíåìÞèçêå ç áíþôáôç ôéìÞ
ôïõ óþìáôïò, ôï ÷ñõóü ìåôÜëëéï ôïõ
Áìåñéêáíéêïý ÊïãêñÝóïõ.

ÌåôÜ ôçí õðïäï÷Þ, óôçí áåñïðïñéêÞ
âÜóç Áíôñéïõò,  ç ðïìðÞ ðïõ ó÷çìá-
ôßóôçêå êáôåõèýíèçêå ðñïò ôïí Éåñü íáü
ôùí  Áãßùí Êùíóôáíôßíïõ êáé ÅëÝíçò,
üðïõ ï Ïéêïõìåíéêüò ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò ðñï-
Ýóôç äïîïëïãßáò.

Ôï ðñùß ôçò ÄåõôÝñáò 20 Ïêôùâñßïõ
ï ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò óõíáíôÞèçêå ìå ôá ìÝëç ôçò
ÉåñÜò Óõíüäïõ êáé óôç óõíÝ÷åéá åðé-
óêÝöèçêå ôï Ìïõóåßï ÌíÞìçò ôïõ Ïëï-
êáõôþìáôïò. Ôçí åðßóêåøç áõôÞ ÷áéñÝ-
ôéóáí çãÝôåò ôçò áìåñéêáíï-åâñáúêÞò
êïéíüôçôáò êáé ï äéåõèõíôÞò ôïõ Ìïõ-
óåßïõ ê. ËÜñéìåí. ÁìÝóùò ìåôÜ ðáñá-
êÜèçóå óå ãåýìá ðïõ ðáñÝèåóå ðñïò ôéìÞ
ôïõ ï ðñÝóâçò ôçò Ôïõñêßáò óôçí ÏõÜ-
óéíãêôïí ê. Êáíôåìßñ.

Ôï âñÜäõ ï äñ. ÔæÝéìò Ìðßëéíãêôïí
âéâëéïèçêÜñéïò ôçò ÂéâëéïèÞêçò  ôïõ
ÊïãêñÝóïõ, îåíÜãçóå ôïí Ðáíáãéüôáôï
êáé ôçí áêïëïõèßá ôïõ óôïõò ÷þñïõò ôçò
âéâëéïèÞêçò êáé ðáñÝèåóå äåßðíï ðñïò
ôéìÞ ôïõ, óôïí éóôïñéêü ÷þñï ôïõ êôéñßïõ
ÔæÝöåñóïí.

Ï Ïéêïõìåíéêüò ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò ðáñá-
êÜèçóå ôï ðñùß ôçò Ôñßôçò 21 Ïêôùâñßïõ
óå ðñüãåõìá ðïõ ðáñÝèåóå óôçí  Åëëçíé-
êÞ Ðñåóâåßá, ï ðñÝóâçò ê. ËïõêÜò Ôóßëáò.

Ôï áðüãåõìá  ôåëÝóôçêå óôïí Åèíéêü
Êáèåäñéêü Íáü ôçò ÏõÜóéíãêôïí, ïéêïõìå-
íéêÞ äïîïëïãßá, ìåôÜ ôçí ïðïßá ï Ïéêïõìå-
íéêüò ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò óå âáñõóÞìáíôç ïìéëßá
ôïõ áíáöÝñèçêå óôçí åíüôçôá ôùí ×ñé-
óôéáíéêþí Åêêëçóéþí. ÁìÝóùò ìåôÜ, ðñáã-
ìáôïðïßçóå åêôüò ðñïãñÜììáôïò åðß-
óêåøç óôïí Ïßêï Ðåñßèáëøçò Áðüñùí
«ÌÜñèá», üðïõ âñßóêïõí êáôáöýãéï Üðïñá
êáé ôáëáéðùñçìÝíá ðáéäéÜ ôçò ðüëçò.

×ñõóü ÌåôÜëëéï ôïõ ÊïãêñÝóïõ
Óôçí Ñïôüíôá ôïõ Êáðéôùëßïõ, ôçí

Ôñßôç ôï ðñùß ðñáãìáôïðïéÞèçêå ìåãáëï-
ðñåðÞò åéäéêÞ ôåëåôÞ áðïíïìÞò ôïõ
«÷ñõóïý ìåôáëëßïõ ôïõ Áìåñéêáíéêïý
ÊïãêñÝóïõ» óôïí ÐáôñéÜñ÷ç Âáñèï-
ëïìáßï. ÐïëõìåëÞò ÷ïñùäßá áðÝäùóå óå
âõæáíôéíÞ ìåëùäßá ôï «Ôç ÕðåñìÜ÷ù».
ÐáñåõñÝèçêáí  ôüóï ï Ðñüåäñïò ôçò
ÁìåñéêáíéêÞò ÂïõëÞò  ê. Íéïýô Ãêßíãêñéôò,
üóï êáé ï ðñïåäñåýùí ôçò Ãåñïõóßáò  ê.
Óôñüì ÈÝñìïíô. ÐáñÝóôçóáí åðßóçò ï
Óåâ. Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò ÁìåñéêÞò ê. Óðõñß-
äùí, ï Óåâ. Ìçôñïðïëßôçò ×áëêçäüíïò  ê.
Éùáêåßì, êáèþò êáé ïé âïõëåõôÝò êáé ïé
ãåñïõóéáóôÝò ðïõ õðïóôÞñéîáí ôï êïéíü
øÞöéóìá ãéá ôçí áðïíïìÞ ôïõ ìåôáëëßïõ.

ÁíÜìåóÜ ôïõò ïé ãåñïõóéáóôÝò Áëöüíò Íô�
ÁìÜôï êáé Ðïë ÓáñìðÜíçò, ï Åëëçíïáìå-
ñéêáíüò âïõëåõôÞò ê. ÌÜéêë ÌðéëéñÜêçò
êáé ïé âïõëåõôÝò ×Ýíñé ÃêïíæÜëåò êáé Ôæéì
ËÝé÷. Ôï ó÷åôéêü øÞöéóìá ðáñïõóßáóå ï
Ðñüåäñïò ôçò ÂïõëÞò Íéïýô Ãêßíãêñéôò.

Ï Ïéêïõìåíéêüò ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò ê. Âáñ-
èïëïìáßïò ðáñáëáìâÜíïíôáò ôçí ìÝãéóôç
áõôÞ äéÜêñéóç, õðïãñÜììéóå ìåôáîý Üëëùí
üôé, äÝ÷åôáé ôçí ôéìÞ áõôÞ åê ìÝñïõò ôçò
Åëëçíïñèüäïîçò Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò ÁìåñéêÞò,
ç ïðïßá ãéïñôÜæåé ôçí 75ç åðÝôåéï áðü ôçò
éäñýóåþò ôçò, áëëÜ åê ìÝñïõò ôùí ïñèï-
äüîùí ÷ñéóôéáíþí üðïõ ãçò.

×áñáêôçñéóôéêü ôçò éäéáßôåñçò óçìá-
óßáò êáé ôùí ôéìþí ðïõ áðïäßäåé ï Ëåõêüò
Ïßêïò óôçí åðßóêåøç ôïõ Ïéêïõìåíéêïý
ÐáôñéÜñ÷ç åßíáé êáé ï óçìáéïóôïëéóìüò
êáôÜ ìÞêïò ôùí ëåùöüñùí ðïõ ðåñéóôïé-
÷ßæïõí ôïí Ëåõêü Ïßêï  êáé ôï ÌðëÝñ
×Üïõæ, ÷þñïõ öéëïîåíßáò õøçëþí ðñïóþ-
ðùí, ìå ôéò óçìáßåò ôïõ Ïéêïõìåíéêïý
Ðáôñéáñ÷åßïõ, ôùí ÇíùìÝíùí Ðïëéôåéþí
êáé ôçò êïìçôåßáò ôçò Êïëïýìðéá.

Ôï âñÜäõ ôçò Ôñßôçò ç Á×ÅÐÁ ðáñÝ-
èåóå äåßðíï ðñïò ôéìÞ ôïõ Ïéêïõìåíéêïý
ÐáôñéÜñ÷ç, óôçí äéÜñêåéá ôïõ ïðïßïõ
áðïíåìÞèçêå óôïí Ðáíáãéþôáôï ôï
«ÓùêñÜôåéï Âñáâåßï». Óôï äåßðíï ðïõ
ðáñáôÝèçêå óôçí áíáôïëéêÞ áßèïõóá  ôïõ
Union Station ðáñÝóôçóáí ÷ßëéá ðåñßðïõ
Üôïìá.

ÓõíÜíôçóç ìå ôïí Ðñüåäñï Êëßíôïí
Ôï ðñùß ôçò ÔåôÜñôçò, áíÞìåñá ôçò

Ýêôçò åðåôåßïõ áðü ôçí åêëïãÞ ôïõ ê.
Âáñèïëïìáßïõ óôïí Ïéêïõìåíéêü Èñüíï
ôçò Êùíóôáíôéíïõðüëåùò, ï Ðáíáãéü-
ôáôïò ÷ïñïóôÜôçóå óôç Èåßá Ëåéôïõñãßá
ðïõ ôåëÝóôçêå óôïí Êáèåäñéêü Íáü  ôçò
Áãßáò Óïößáò, óôçí ðñùôåýïõóá.

Áêïëïýèçóå óõíÜíôçóç ôïõ Ïéêïõ-
ìåíéêïý ÐáôñéÜñ÷ç ìå ôïí Ðñüåäñï
Êëßíôïí êáé äåîßùóç ðïõ ðáñÝèåóå ðñïò
ôéìÞ ôïõ ÐáôñéÜñ÷ç ç ðñþôç êõñßá ôçò
ÁìåñéêÞò, ×ßëáñé Êëßíôïí.

Ç ê. Êëßíôïí ÷áñáêôÞñéóå ôïí Ïéêïõ-
ìåíéêü ÐáôñéÜñ÷ç ùò «Ðáãêüóìéï ÇãÝôç»
êáé áíáöÝñèçêå óôïí ñüëï ôïõ Ïéêïõ-
ìåíéêïý Ðáôñéáñ÷åßïõ óôï óýã÷ñïíï
êüóìï. Ôçí ê. Êëßíôïí êáé ôïõò ðáñåõñé-
óêüìåíïõò ðñïóöþíçóå ï Óåâáóìéüôáôïò
Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò ÁìåñéêÞò ê. Óðõñßäùí, ï
ïðïßïò åõ÷áñßóôçóå ôçí ê. Êëßíôïí ãéá ôçí
ðñùôïâïõëßá ôçò.

Ç óõíÜíôçóç ìå ôïí ðñüåäñï Êëßíôïí
ðñáãìáôïðïéÞèçêå óôï ðñïåäñéêü ãñáöåßï
ÏâÜë Ïöéò, êáé óôçí äéÜñêåéÜ ôçò óõæç-
ôÞèçêáí èÝìáôá ó÷åôéêÜ ìå ôçí áíÜãêç
åðéêïéíùíßáò êáé óõìöéëßùóçò ìåôáîý ôùí
ëáþí ìå äéáöïñåôéêÝò èñçóêåßåò êáé ôïí
ñüëï ðïõ ðñÝðåé íá äéáäñáìáôßóïõí ôá
èñçóêåõôéêÜ éäñýìáôá ðñïò áõôÞ ôçí
êáôåýèõíóç, êáèþò êáé ç áíÜ ôïí êüóìï
ðñïóôáóßá ôùí èñçóêåõôéêþí åëåõèåñéþí.
Ó� áõôü ôï ðëáßóéï, ï Ðáíáãéüôáôïò
åðáíÝëáâå ôçí åðéèõìßá ôïõ êáé ôüíéóå ôçí
áíÜãêç ãéá ôçí åðáíáëåéôïõñãßá ôçò
ÈåïëïãéêÞò Ó÷ïëÞò ôçò ×Üëêçò.

<ÐñÜóéíï ÐáôñéÜñ÷ç> áðåêÜëåóå ôïí
Ðáíáãéüôáôï ï Áíôéðñüåäñïò ôùí ÇÐÁ
ê. Ãêüñ óôç äéÜñêåéá ðñïãåýìáôïò ôçí
ÐÝìðôç ôï ðñùß, óôç åðßóçìç êáôïéêßá
ôïõ. ÌðñïóôÜ óå ðïëõðëçèÝò áêñïá-
ôÞñéï, ï áíôéðñüåäñïò Ãêüñ õðïãñÜììéóå
ìåôáîý Üëëùí ôï Ýñãï ôïõ Ïéêïõìåíéêïý
ÐáôñéÜñ÷ç ãéá ôï ðåñéâÜëëïí êáé ôïõ
åðÝäùóå ôï ðñüðëáóìá ðïõ êáôáóêåõÜ-
æåôáé ðõñåôùäþò, âÜóåé ó÷åôéêÞò áðü-
öáóçò ôïõ ÊïãêñÝóïõ.

Ìå ôéìÝò áñ÷çãïý êñÜôïõò  ç õðïäï÷Þ ôïõ Ïéêïõìåíéêïý ÐáôñéÜñ÷ç
Ç åðßóçìç ÁìåñéêÞ åðéâåâáéþíåé

ôçí ïéêïõìåíéêüôçôá ôïõ Ðáôñéáñ÷åßïõ

Ï Ðáíáãéüôáôïò ðáñáëáìâÜíåé äþñï, áðü ôïí Åëëçíá ðñÝóâç ôçò ÅëëÜäïò óôéò ÇÐÁ ê.
ËïõêÜ Ôóßëá, óôç äéÜñêåéá ðñïãåýìáôïò ðïõ ðáñÝèåóå óôçí ÅëëçíéêÞ ðñåóâåßá.

Ôá ìÝëç ôçò ÉåñÜò Óõíüäïõ óå óõíåäñßá ìå ôïí Ïéêïõìåíéêü ÐáôñéÜñ÷ç ê. Âáñèïëïìáßï.

Ï Ïéêïõìåíéêüò ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò ìå ôçí ðñþôç êõñßá ôçò ÁìåñéêÞò ×ßëáñé Êëßíôïí, êáé ôïí
áíðëçñùôÞ õðïõñãü åîùôåñéêþí ôçò ÅëëÜäïò  Ãéþñãï ÐáðáíäñÝïõ.   (öùô. Ä.ÐáíÜãïò)
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LOW &EASY CONNECTIONS FROM ANYWHERE IN THE USA
ADD ON AIRFARE CHART TO ATHENS

498
CHILDREN 2-12 YEARS OLD 25% OFF

CORPORATE ACCOUNTS 20% OFF DOMESTIC & INT�L

$

ONE-WAY $ 299

+TAX
ROUND

TRIP

NEW YORK - ATHENS

FROM FROM FROM FROM

Óôéò 26 Ïêôùâñßïõ ç Ïñèüäïîç
Åêêëçóßá ãéïñôÜæåé ôçí ôéìÞ êáé ìíÞìç ôïõ
Áãßïõ Äçìçôñßïõ, ôïõ êáèáãéáóìÝíïõ
áõôïý Üíèïõò ôçò áãéïôÜôçò Åêêëçóßáò
ôçò Èåóóáëïíßêçò. Êáé üðùò äéáêçñýóóåé
ôï «êÜèéóìá» äçëáäÞ Ýíáò åéäéêüò ýìíïò
ôïõ Ïñèñïõ, ç ìíÞìç ôïõ Áãßïõ Äçìçôñßïõ
«öáéäñýíåé» ôçí Åêêëçóßá ôïõ ×ñéóôïý,
äéüôé ðñÜãìáôé ï Áãéïò ÄçìÞôñéïò åßíáé
ôáõôü÷ñïíá ï Ýíäïîïò ìÜñôõñáò, ôïõ
ïðïßïõ ôï ðáíÜãéï áßìá ÷ýèçêå ðñïò
äüîá ×ñéóôïý, áëëÜ åßíáé åðßóçò ï óïöüò
êáé óõíåôüò äÜóêáëïò ôçò íåüôçôáò êáé
ôï ëáìðñü ðáñÜäåéãìá ôïõ åõóåâïýò
ðëçñþìáôïò ôçò Åêêëçóßáò.

ÁÃÉÏÓ ÄÇÌÇÔÑÉÏÓ Ï ÁÈËÏÖÏÑÏÓ:
Ï ×ÑÉÓÔÏÊÇÑÕÊÁÓ

ÄÉÄÁÓÊÁËÏÓ ÔÇÓ ÅÊÊËÇÓÉÁÓ

ôïõ Áãßïõ Äçìçôñßïõ
êáôáíßêçóå ôïí åðáñ-
ìÝíï ðáëáéóôÞ Ëõáßï
ðñïò ÷áñÜ êáé áãáë-
ëßáóç ôçò åõóåâïýò
÷ñéóôéáíéêÞò êïéíüôç-
ôáò ôçò Èåóóáëïíßêçò.
Ðñïöáíþò, ç Ýíôïíç
äéäáêôéêÞ äñÜóç ôïõ
Áãßïõ Äçìçôñßïõ êáôá-
óêáíäÜëéóå ôïí áõôï-
êñÜôïñá Ìáîéìéáíü
ÃáëÝñéï, ï ïðïßïò ôåëé-
êÜ, äéÝôáîå ôçí äéÜ
îßöïõò èáíÜôùóÞ ôïõ.
Ôï ëáìðñü ðáñÜäåéã-
ìá ôïõ íåáñïý áîéùìá-
ôéêïý, ç åðéôõ÷Þò êá-
ôç÷çôéêÞ ôïõ äñáóôç-
ñéüôçôá, ôïí êáôÝôá-
îáí óôçí ÷ïñåßá ôùí
ðëÝïí äçìïöéëþí
áãßùí óôçí ÅëëáäéêÞ
êáé ôç ÓëáâéêÞ Åêêëç-
óßá. Ï ðñþôïò íáüò
ôïõ êôßóèçêå óôéò áñ-
÷Ýò ôïõ ôÝôáñôïõ áéþ-
íá, óôç Èåóóáëïíßêç.
Ôïí Ýâäïìï áéþíá, ï
ôüôå Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò

âáèåßáò åêôßìçóçò êáé
ôïõ ðçãáßïõ
èáõìáóìïý ôïõ ëáïý
ðñïò ôïí Áãéï ÄçìÞ-
ôñéï, Ý÷ïõìå ôÝóóåñá
åßäç óõããñáììÜôùí,
ôá Ìáñôýñéá, ôá Èáý-
ìáôá, ôïõò åãêùìéá-
óôéêïýò ëüãïõò êáé
ôïõò åêêëçóéáóôéêïýò
ýìíïõò, üëá áöéåñù-
ìÝíá óôçí Ýíäïîç ìíÞ-
ìç ôïõ.

Ï Áãéïò ÄçìÞôñéïò
ãåííÞèçêå êáé Ýæçóå
óôçí ðáíÝìïñöç Èåó-
óáëïíßêç óôá ôÝëç ôïõ
ôñßôïõ áéþíá. Êáôá-
ãüìåíïò áðü áñéóôï-
êñáôéêÞ ïéêïãÝíåéá,
äéÝðñåøå ùò ãåííáßïò
êáé ðñïóïíôïý÷ïò áîéù-
ìáôéêüò ôïõ ñùìáúêïý
óôñáôïý. Ïëåò, üìùò,
ïé áñ÷áßåò ðçãÝò, ôïíß-
æïõí éäéáßôåñá ôçí
ðñïóöïñÜ ôïõ óôçí
êáôÞ÷çóç êáé äéäá-
óêáëßá ôùí íÝùí ôçò
åðï÷Þò ôïõ, óôçí ðÜë-
ëåõêç êáé çñùéêÞ Åê-
êëçóßá ôïõ ×ñéóôïý.

Óôïí êýêëï ôùí íåáñþí ìáèçôþí ôïõ
óõãêáôáëåãüôáí êáé ï Áãéïò ÍÝóôùñ, ï
ïðïßïò åìðíåõóèåßò áðü ôç äéäáóêáëßá

Èåóóáëïíßêçò ÉùÜííçò ÊáìåíéÜôçò ïìéëåß
ãéá ôçí áíÜâëõóç ìýñïõ áðï ôïí ôÜöï
ôïõ áãßïõ êáé åßíáé åêåßíïò, ï ïðïßïò
áðåêÜëåóå ãéá ðñþôç öïñÜ ôïí Áãéï
ÄçìÞôñéï «ìõñïâëýôç».

Óôçí ÐáôåñéêÞ, áãéïëïãéêÞ êáé õìíï-
ãñáöéêÞ ðáñÜäïóç ôçò Åêêëçóßáò ìáò, ï
Áãéïò ÄçìÞôñéïò êáôÝ÷åé åîÝ÷ïõóá èÝóç.
Ï Áãéïò Óõìåþí, ï Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò Èåóóá-
ëïíßêçò ôïí 15ï áéþíá, ôïí áðïêáëåß ìÝãá
äéäÜóêáëï ôïõ ìõóôçñßïõ ×ñéóôïý, áðü-
óôïëï, ÷ñéóôïêÞñõêá êáé åõáããåëéóôÞ ôçò
âáóéëåßáò ôïõ ×ñéóôïý. Ï Áãéïò Íéêüëáïò
ï ÊáâÜóéëáò ôïí áðïêáëåß áñ÷Ýôõðï
êáèáñüôçôáò êáé èåßï üñãáíï ôïõ ðíåý-
ìáôïò. Ï Áãéïò Ãñçãüñéïò ï ÐáëáìÜò ôïí
÷áñáêôçñßæåé åöÜìéëëï ôùí áããÝëùí êáé
ößëï êáé ïéêåßï ôïõ Êõñßïõ çìþí Éçóïý
×ñéóôïý.

Áò ôåëåéþóïõìå ôï ðáñüí êçñõ-
ãìáôéêü óçìåßùìá ìå ôçí åðßêëçóç ôïõ
õìíïãñÜöïõ åíüò åê ôùí ðñïóïìïßùí ôï
Åóðåñéíïý ôïõ áãßïõ: «. . . Áãéå ÄçìÞôñéå,
óêåðÝ çìÜò, óïõ ôçí áåéóÝâáóôïí ìíÞìçí
ãåñáßñïíôåò.»

Ï ê. Ãåþñãéïò Ó. ÌðÝìðçò åßíáé
êáèçãçôÞò ôçò Ðáôñïëïãßáò óôçí Èåï-
ëïãéêÞ Ó÷ïëÞ Ôéìßïõ Óôáõñïý ôçò É.
Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò ÁìåñéêÞò

ôïõ êáè. Ãåùñãßïõ Ó. ÌðåìðÞ

Êáé ðïëý óùóôÜ. Äéüôé ï Áãéïò
ÄçìÞôñéïò Ýæçóå êáé Ýäñáóå êáé ìáñôý-
ñçóå óå ìéá çñùéêÞ åðï÷Þ, üôáí ôï
ðÜíáãíï áßìá ôùí áèëïöüñùí ìáñôýñùí
ðüôéæå ðëïýóéá ôï äÝíôñï ôçò ðßóôåùò
ôçò áñ÷áßáò Åêêëçóßáò. Åíáò óýã÷ñïíïò
Åëëçíáò êáèçãçôÞò ôïõ Ðáíåðéóôçìßïõ
Èåóóáëïíßêçò, ï äñ. Áíôþíéïò Ðáðá-
äüðïõëïò, óôï åîáßñåôï âéâëßï ôïõ, õðü
ôïí ôßôëï «Ï Áãéïò ÄçìÞôñéïò óôçí
ÅëëçíéêÞ êáé ÂïõëãáñéêÞ ÐáñÜäïóç» (Åêä.
ÐïõñíÜñá, Èåóóáëïíßêç, 1971), ìáò
ðëçñïöïñåß üôé áêñéâþò, ëüãù ôçò

Ï Áãéïò ÄçìÞôñéïò, åéêüíá ôïõ 1500 ì.×.
ôçò óõëëïãÞò ÁíäñåÜäç, ÁèÞíá.
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Ðíåõìáôéêüò ðáôÝñáò üëùí ôùí Ïñèïäüîùí

Ó ôï ÂõæÜíôéï, ðïõ éäñýèçêå óôá ìÝóá
ôïõ Æ´ áéþíá ðñï ×ñéóôïý áðü ̧ ëëçíåò
áðïßêïõò, ðéèáíüí ÌéëÞóéïõò, ï
ó÷çìáôéóìüò ×ñéóôéáíéêïý ÊÝíôñïõ

áíÜãåôáé óôïí Ðñùôïêïñõöáßï Áðüóôïëï ÁíäñÝá
ðïõ åãêáôáóôÜèçêå óôçí Áñãõñïýðïëç, ôï
óçìåñéíü Öïõíôïõêëß ôçò Êùíóôáíôéíïýðïëçò. Åêåß
Ýìåéíå äýï ÷ñüíéá, ó÷çìÜôéóå ×ñéóôéáíéêÞ Êïéíüôçôá,
ßäñõóå Íáü êáé ôïðïèÝôçóå ðñþôï Åðßóêïðï ôïí
ÓôÜ÷õ (38-54 ì.×).

Ï ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò Íéêçöüñïò ï Á´, ôÝëç ôïõ 8ïõ
áéþíá, ìéëþíôáò ãéá ôçí Åêêëçóßá ôïõ Âõæáíôßïõ,
ëÝãåé ôá åîÞò: «ÁíäñÝáò ï Áðüóôïëïò åí Âõæáíôßù
ôïí ëüãïí êçñýîáò åõêôÞñéï ïßêï ðÝñáí åí
Áñãõñïõðüëåé äåéìÜìåíïò (åê ôïõ äÝìù, ïéêïäïìþ)
÷åéñïôïíåß Åðßóêïðï ôçò áõôÞò ðüëåùò ÓôÜ÷õí, ïõ
ìÝìíçôáé Ðáýëïò åí ôç ðñïò Ñùìáßïõò ÅðéóôïëÞ»
(PG 100, 1043-1044).

Ïéêïõìåíéêüò ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò âñïíôïöùíåß ôáðåéíÜ, ìå
ðíåýìá áãÜðçò, åéñÞíçò êáé áìïéâáßïõ óåâáóìïý ãéá ôçí
ïñèïðñáîßá ôçò Ïñèïäïîßáò. ÅñãÜæåôáé íõ÷èçìåñüí ãéá
ôï óõìöÝñïí ôçò Ìßáò, Áãßáò, ÊáèïëéêÞò êáé ÁðïóôïëéêÞò
Åêêëçóßáò, ùò ðéóôüò ïéêïíüìïò ôùí ìõóôçñßùí ôùí
ðíåõìáôéêþí. Äéïéêåß ìå ôç ÷Üñç ôçò ðáíáãßáò ÔñéÜäáò
êáé ìáæß ìå ôçí Áãßá êáé ÉåñÜ Óýíïäï, ôçí ðáíïñèüäïîç
ïëêÜäá. ¸ôóé, áíáäåéêíýåôáé õðü ðÜíôùí ðñïóôÜôçò
êáé ðñüâïëïò, åö� üóïí âéþíåé êáèáñÜ ïñèüäïîá.

Ç éóôïñßá ôïõ Ïéêïõìåíéêïý ìáò Ðáôñéáñ÷åßïõ åßíáé
îåêÜèáñç. Äåí ÷ñåéÜæåôáé åðéäåßîåéò. Ëáëåß ìüíç ôçò.
ÎÝíïé âõæáíôéíïëüãïé åíáóìåíßæïíôáé íá ãñÜöïõí ãéá ôç
ÌåãÜëç ôïõ ×ñéóôïý Åêêëçóßá. ̧ íá åßíáé ãíùóôü ó� üóïõò
Ýæçóáí óôç Âáóéëåýïõóá: üôé êÜèå Ïéêïõìåíéêüò
ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò ãñÜöåé ôç äéêÞ ôïõ éóôïñßá, ðïõ åßíáé
ôáõôü÷ñïíá ç ôñÝ÷ïõóá éóôïñßá ôçò Åêêëçóßáò ôçí ïðïßá
äéïéêåß ìÝóá óôá ÷ñïíéêÜ üñéá ðïõ ôïõ Ýôáîå ï Èåüò.
Ðçäáëéïõ÷åß ôçí Åêêëçóßá ìå ôçí Áãßá êáé ÉåñÜ Óýíïäï.
Óôçí áñìïäéüôçôÜ ôïõ, «èåßù äéêáßù» (ex juro Divino),
áíÞêïõí ïé õðïèÝóåéò ðíåõìáôéêÞò öýóåùò: Ôá èÝìáôá
ðßóôçò êáé ÷ñéóôéáíéêÞò çèéêÞò, ôá ôçò ëáôñåßáò, ôá
ìõóôÞñéá ìå ôïí ïñèüäïîï åêêëçóéáóôéêü ÷áñáêôÞñá
ôïõò, ç åóùôåñéêÞ êáé åîùôåñéêÞ äéïßêçóç ôçò Åêêëçóßáò,
ç ðáñáäï÷Þ áðßóôùí êáé åôåñïäüîùí óôçí Åêêëçóßá, ç
åðéêýñùóç ôçò ÷åéñïôïíßáò ôïõ êëÞñïõ, ç åðïðôåßá ôùí
ìïíáóôçñéþí êáé ôïõ ìïíá÷éóìïý, ç äéïßêçóç ôçò
ÅêêëçóéáóôéêÞò ðåñéïõóßáò, ç åêêëçóéáóôéêÞ äéêáéïäïóßá,
ç íïìïèåóßá ôïõ åóùôåñéêïý åêêëçóéáóôéêïý âßïõ, ï
êáèïñéóìüò äéáëüãïõ ìåôÜ ôùí Üëëùí ïìïëïãéþí êáé
åôÝñùí èñçóêåéþí êáé ç åðéìïíÞ óôï ïñèüäïîï äüãìá,
óôçí ïñèÞ ðßóôç, óôï åíéáßï ôåëåôïõñãéêü (È. Ëåéôïõñãßá,
ôÝëåóç ìõóôçñßùí, õìíïëïãßá êáé ïñèüäïîï ðáôåñéêü
êÞñõãìá).

Å ôõìïëïãéêÜ, ï üñïò ðáôñéÜñ÷çò äçëþíåé ôïí
áñ÷çãü ìéáò ðáôñéÜò. Óôçí ÐáëáéÜ ÄéáèÞêç
÷ñçóéìïðïéåßôáé ãéá ôïõò ðñï ôïõ
êáôáêëõóìïý ãåíÜñ÷åò ôçò áíèñùðüôçôïò

êáé óôïõò ìåôáãåíÝóôåñïõò ÷ñüíïõò ãéá ôïí ÁâñáÜì,
ÉóáÜê êáé Éáêþâ êáé ôïõò 12 õéïýò ôïõ. Óôéò ÐñÜîåéò ôùí
Áðïóôüëùí (â´ 29) ï Äáâßä êáëåßôáé ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò.

ÂÝâáéá, ç ôÜîç ôùí ðáôñéáñ÷þí ìíçìïíåýåôáé óôçí
ÐåíèÝêôç Óýíïäï ìå ôïí 36ï êáíüíá ôçò. Ï êáíüíáò
áõôüò áíáêáéíßæåé ôïí 3ï êáíüíá ôçò Â´ ÏéêïõìåíéêÞò
Óõíüäïõ êáé ôïí 28ï ôçò Ä´ ÏéêïõìåíéêÞò ðïõ êÜìïõí
ëüãï ãéá ôá ðñïíüìéá ôïõ ÐáôñéÜñ÷ç Êùíóôáíôé-
íïõðüëåùò, ï ïðïßïò áðïëáìâÜíåé ôá ßóá ðñïíüìéá ìå
ôïí ÐÜðá Ñþìçò êáé ìåãáëýíåôáé ðáñüìïéá üðùò ï
Ñþìçò êáé ìüíï êáôÜ ôçí ôÜîç åßíáé äåýôåñïò. Ôñßôïò
åßíáé ï Áëåîáíäñåßáò, ôÝôáñôïò ï Áíôéï÷åßáò êáé ðÝìðôïò
ï Éåñïóïëýìùí.

Áðü ôçí êáôáíïìÞ áõôÞ ôçò Åêêëçóßáò óå
ðÝíôå Ðáôñéáñ÷åßá ãåííÞèçêå ç èåùñßá ôçò
Ðåíôáñ÷ßáò. Åê ôùí ðáëáéïôÝñùí, ï Áãéïò
Èåüäùñïò ï Óôïõäßôçò ïìéëåß ãéá ôï «ðåíôáêüñõöï
óþìá ôçò Åêêëçóßáò» (PG 99, 1417). ÓÞìåñá äå
áñêåôïß êáèçãçôÝò èåïëïãßáò, äéêïß ìáò êáé îÝíïé,
áó÷ïëïýíôáé ìå ôçí ðåíôáñ÷ßá. Ùò ãíùóôü,
áñãüôåñá áíáãíùñßóôçêáí ôá íåüôåñá Ðáôñéáñ-
÷åßá Ñùóßáò (1589), Óåñâßáò (1920), Ñïõìáíßáò
(1925), Âïõëãáñßáò (1971) êáé ôåëåõôáßá ôçò
Ãåùñãßáò (1977).

¼ðùò óôç Äýóç ï ÐÜðáò óõãêáëåß ÄõôéêÝò
Óõíüäïõò Ýôóé êáé óôçí Ïñèüäïîï ÁíáôïëéêÞ
Åêêëçóßá ï ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò Êùíóôáíôéíïõðüëåùò
óõãêáëåß ôéò Ðáíïñèüäïîåò Óõíüäïõò êáé ðñï-
åäñåýåé áõôïðñïóþðùò Þ äé� áíôéðñïóþðùí ôïõ.
Ï Âáñèïëïìáßïò ï Á´ «íïõí Ý÷ùí ïîýôáôïí ðñïò
èåïðôßáí áíáôåéíüìåíïí» åõëïãÞèçêå áðü ôïí
Êýñéï íá óõãêáëÝóåé ÓõíÜîåéò ôùí Ïñèïäüîùí
ÐñïêáèçìÝíùí. Ïé åñãáóßåò ôùí óõíÜîåùí áõôþí
áðÝâçóáí êáñðïöüñåò. Êáé áí åðéêñáôÞóåé áêüìç
ðåñéóóüôåñï ðíåýìá áãÜðçò êáé ïìüíïéáò, ôüôå
íá åßìáóôå âÝâáéïé üôé ïé ëáïß ôïõ êüóìïõ èá
íéþóïõí ôç ëýôñùóç ôïõ ×ñéóôïý ðïõ ðñïóöÝ-
ñåôáé áðü ôçí Ïñèïäïîßá êáé ðïõ ìüíï ï áñ÷çãüò
êáé èåìåëéùôÞò ×ñéóôüò åôïßìáóå ãé� áõôïýò ðïõ
ôïí áãáðïýí ìå êáèáñÜ óõíåßäçóç êáé ôïí
åñìçíåýïõí ïñèÜ êáé ïñèüäïîá ÷ùñßò íá ðñïó-
èÝôïõí Þ íá áöáéñïýí Ýíá ãéþôá óôçí ìáêñï÷ñüíéá
áäéáóÜëåõôç ðáñÜäïóç.

Ï íõí Ïéêïõìåíéêüò ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò
Âáñèïëïìáßïò ï Á´ Ýëáâå ôçí
ïñèüäïîç èåïëïãéêÞ ìüñöùóÞ ôïõ
óôç ãåñáñÜ Ðáôñéáñ÷éêÞ Ïñèüäïîç

ÈåïëïãéêÞ Ó÷ïëÞ ôçò ×Üëêçò, ðïõ õðÞñîå êüñç
ïöèáëìïý ôïõ Ïéêïõìåíéêïý Ðáôñéáñ÷åßïõ.

ôïõ Íéê. Êëáäüðïõëïõ, Äñ. È.
ÄéåõèõíôÞ Ðáéäåßáò ôçò É. Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò

Óõíå÷ßóáò ìåôÜ ôáýôá ôéò èåïëïãéêÝò óðïõäÝò ôïõ óôç
Ñþìç êáé Ãåñìáíßá ãíùñßæåé Üñéóôá ôéò äýï ðáñáäüóåéò,
Ïñèüäïîç êáé Ñùìáéï-êáèïëéêÞ, ãé� áõôü êáé ðñïóåããßæåé
ôçí Äýóç ðÜíôá ìå åðéöõëáêôéêüôçôá êáé âáèéÜ ìåëÝôç.
¢ëëùóôå, ìÝëçìÜ ôïõ áðü ôçí ðñþôç óôéãìÞ ôçò
Ðáôñéáñ÷ßáò ôïõ, Þôáí íá èÝóåé óå ðñÜîç ôï ïñèüäïîï
äüãìá, ôçí áðü áéþíùí éóôïñéêÞ êáé äïîáóìÝíç
ðáñÜäïóç ôïõ Ïéêïõìåíéêïý Ðáôñéáñ÷åßïõ.

ÌåôÜ ôéò åðß ìßá åéêïóáåôßá óðïõäÝò ôïõ, «ãõ-
ìíáóèåßò Ðáôñéáñ÷éêþò» êáé ùí ï äåîéüò ðíåýìùí ôïõ
áåéìíÞóôïõ ÐáôñéÜñ÷ç ÄçìÞôñéïõ, áíáäåß÷èçêå ï Üîéïò
ãéá ôçí éóôïñéêÞ áõôÞ èÝóç ôçò Ìçôñüò ÌåãÜëçò
Åêêëçóßáò.

ÊáôÜ ôç äéÜñêåéá ôùí ìåëåôþí ôïõ óôï áéùíüâéï
ÊÝíôñï ôçò Ïñèïäïîßáò, óôéò íõêôåñéíÝò óéùðçëÝò þñåò
ôïõ Öáíáñéïý, ôïõ äüèçêå ç åõêáéñßá, ìáæß ìå ôçí
ðñïóåõ÷Þ ôïõ óôï Íáü ôïõ Áãßïõ Ãåùñãßïõ, íá åìâáèýíåé
áð� ôïõò êþäéêåò êáé ôá ðñáêôéêÜ ôçò Óõíüäïõ óôéò
óêÝøåéò, áðïöÜóåéò êáé åíÝñãåéåò ôùí áåéìíÞóôùí
ðñïêáôü÷ùí ôïõ Ðáôñéáñ÷þí Äçìçôñßïõ, Áèçíáãüñá
ôïõ Á´, Ìáîßìïõ ôïõ Å´, Âåíéáìßí ôïõ Á´, ï ïðïßïò ìå ðïëëÞ
õðïìïíÞ êáé ìå ðñïóåõ÷Þ ðÝñáóå (ï ðïëéüò åêåßíïò
ãÝñùí) ôçí ôñéêõìéþäç èÜëáóóá ôïõ âßïõ ôïõ ÄåõôÝñïõ
Ðáãêïóìßïõ ðïëÝìïõ. ÌåëÝôçóå áêüìá ôéò åíÝñãåéåò ôïõ
Öùôßïõ êáé ôùí ëïéðþí óïöþí ðáôñéáñ÷þí ôïõ áéþíïò
ìáò, ìÝ÷ñé Éùáêåßì ôïõ Ã´, áëëÜ êáé ðÝñáí ôïýôïõ, ôùí
ðáôñéáñ÷þí ôïõ 19ïõ áéþíá êáé ßóùò êáé ôùí ðñïëá-
âüíôùí áéþíùí.

Ð Ýñáí üìùò üëùí ôïýôùí, ï óçìåñéíüò
ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò Âáñèïëïìáßïò ï Á´
ðñï÷þñçóå êáé áãêÜëéáóå «ëáïýò, öõëÝò
êáé ãëþóóåò», üðùò Üëëùóôå áñìüæåé óôï

Ïéêïõìåíéêü Ðáôñéáñ÷åßï. Ìå áãÜðç áãêÜëéáóå ôçí Áóßá
êáé Ýöåñå óå åðéêïéíùíßá êáé óå óýíáîç üëïõò ôïõò
ðáôñéÜñ÷åò ôùí áõôïêåöÜëùí ïñèïäüîùí ðáôñéáñ-
÷åßùí, ðïõ äõíÜìåé ôçò èÝóåþò ôùí Ý÷ïõí ôéò äéêÝò ôïõò
óõíüäïõò, ôï äéêü ôïõò óýíôáãìá, ôï äéêü ôïõò äéïéêçôéêü
óýóôçìá. Êáé üìùò, ðáñÜ ôï äçìïêñáôéêü ðíåýìá ôçò
äéïßêçóçò ôçò Ïñèïäüîïõ Åêêëçóßáò, åðéêñáôåß ç
ðáñáäïóéáêÞ ïìïéïìïñößá óôïõò ëåéôïõñãéêïýò êáé
ëáôñåõôéêïýò, äïãìáôéêïýò êáé êáíïíéêïýò ôýðïõò ôçò
Ïñèïäüîïõ Åêêëçóßáò êáé óôá ëïéðÜ ðáôñéáñ÷åßá.

ÔáéñéÜæåé éäéáßôåñá ãéá ôïí Ïéêïõìåíéêü ÐáôñéÜñ÷ç
áõôü ðïõ ëÝãåé Äéïíýóéïò ï Áñåïðáãßôçò óôï Ýñãï ôïõ
«Ðåñß ôçò ÅêêëçóéáóôéêÞò Éåñáñ÷ßáò» (III. 1 PG. MIGNE,
ôïì. IV): «Ç êáè� çìÜò ïõí éåñáñ÷ßá ëÝãåôáé êáé Ýóôéí ç
ðåñéåêôéêÞ ôùí êáô� áõôÞí áðÜíôùí éåñþí ðñáãìáôåßá,
êáè� çí ï Èåßïò ÉåñÜñ÷çò ôåëïýìåíïò, áðÜíôùí Ýîåé ôùí
êáô� áõôþí éåñùôÜôùí ôçí ìÝèåîéí ùò éåñáñ÷ßáò
åðþíõìïò».

ÓõãêåêñéìÝíá ï Ðáýëïò, óôï 16ï êåöÜëáéï ôçò
ðñïò Ñùìáßïõò ÅðéóôïëÞò ëÝãåé: «ÁóðÜóáóèå
Áìðëßáí ôïí áãáðçôüí ìïõ åí Êõñßù^ áóðÜóáóèå
Ïõñâáíüí ôïí óõíåñãüí çìþí åí ×ñéóôþ êáé ÓôÜ÷õí
ôïí áãáðçôüí ìïõ» (Ñùì. 16,8).

Ôï 380 ì.×. Ãñçãüñéïò ï Íáæéáíæçíüò
áðåõèõíüìåíïò óôïõò Êùíóôáíôéíïõðïëßôåò åßðå:
«Óåéò, ç ìåãÜëç ðüëç, ç ðñþôç ìåôÜ ôçí ðñþôç,
äçëáäÞ ôçí Ñþìç». (Ëüãïò 36, 280). Ï ÉùÜííçò ï
×ñõóüóôïìïò, óå ïìéëßá ôïõ áíáöÝñåé èÝìáôá
åêêëçóéáóôéêÜ ðïõ åß÷áí ó÷Ýóç ìå ôçí ðïëéôåßá, êáé
åñùôÜ: «Ôáýôá (ðïéåß ç Êùíóôáíôéíïýðïëç) ç ðüëç
ôùí Áðïóôüëùí; ôáýôá ç ôïéïýôïí ëáâïýóá
õðïöÞôç (ôüí Áðüóôïëï ÁíäñÝá;)» (MIGNE 56,
264).

Ï ðñåóâýôåñïò ôùí Éåñïóïëýìùí, Çóý÷éïò (436
ì.×.), óå åãêþìéï ãéá ôïí Áðüóôïëï ÁíäñÝá, ôïí ïíïìÜæåé
«ðñùôüôïêï, ðñùôïðáãÞ ôçò Åêêëçóßáò óôýëï, ðñï ôïõ
ÐÝôñïõ ÐÝôñï, ôïõ èåìåëßïõ èåìÝëéï, ôçò áñ÷Þò áñ÷Þ».

Ç áîßá ôçò Êùíóôáíôéíïõðüëåùò áðü Üðïøçò
åêêëçóéáóôéêÞò öáßíåôáé áðü ôéò
åíäçìïýóåò óõíüäïõò, ðïõ ðñïûðÞñ÷áí
áðï ôéò ïéêïõìåíéêÝò. Ó� áõôÝò Ýðáéñíáí

ìÝñïò åðßóêïðïé êáé ôùí Üëëùí åêêëçóéþí ôçò ÁíáôïëÞò.
Ç Ä´ ÏéêïõìåíéêÞ Óýíïäïò ôçò ×áëêçäüíïò (451 ì.×.),

ìå ôïí 28ï Êáíüíá ôçò åðáíÝëáâå üóá áíáöÝñåé ï 3ïò
Êáíüíáò ôçò ÄåõôÝñáò ÏéêïõìåíéêÞò Óõíüäïõ (381 ì.×.)
ðïõ óõíÞëèå óôçí Êùíóôáíôéíïýðïëç êáé üñéóå íá Ý÷åé
ï Êùíóôáíôéíïõðüëåùò ôá ðñåóâåßá ôéìÞò ìåôÜ ôïí
Ñþìçò.

Ôï 518 ì.×., ïé êëçñéêïß ôçò Áíôéï÷åßáò ïíüìáóáí ôïí
ÐáôñéÜñ÷ç Êùíóôáíôéíïõðüëåùò ÉùÜííç ôïí Êáð-
ðáäüêç, Ïéêïõìåíéêü (ôù Ïéêïõìåíéêþ ÐáôñéÜñ÷ç
ÉùÜííç). (MANSI 8, 1038).

Âáñèïëïìáßïò ï Á´
Ï óçìåñéíüò Ïéêïõìåíéêüò ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò Âáñèï-

ëïìáßïò ï Á´ óõíå÷ßæåé ìå ðïëëÞ áãÜðç ôçí éóôïñßá ôïõ
Ïñèïäüîïõ ×ñéóôéáíéóìïý ìå ìïíáäéêü óêïðü ôçí
ìáñôõñßá ôçò Áãßáò ìáò Ïñèïäïîßáò óôïí 21ï áéþíá ðïõ
åéóåñ÷üìáóôå.

¼ëïé ëÝãïõí êáé ãñÜöïõí ðùò Ýöèáóå ç þñá ôçò
Ïñèïäïîßáò, áëëÜ üëïé ðñÝðåé íá ðéóôåýïõí âáèéÜ ðùò
ï ×ñéóôéáíéóìüò èá åêöñáóèåß óùóôÜ êáé Ýìðñáêôá áí
ïé ÷ñéóôéáíéêïß ëáïß åðéóôñÝøïõí óôç ðçãÞ ôïõ
×ñéóôéáíéóìïý, üðùò äéäÜ÷èçêå êáé äéáôçñÞèçêå êáé
äéáóþèçêå áíüèåõôïò äéÜ ìÝóïõ ôùí áéþíùí óôï êëåéíü
ÖáíÜñé, ðáñÜ ôéò ðïéêßëåò èñçóêåõôéêÝò áôáóèáëßåò
åêðñïóþðùí ÷ñéóôéáíéêþí åêêëçóéþí, ïé ïðïßïé
äõóôõ÷þò êáé óÞìåñá óõíå÷ßæïõí íá ìåñßæïõí ôïí
×ñéóôüí. O Âáñèïëïìáßïò ï Á´ îåêßíçóå ôçí Ðáôñéáñ÷ßá
ôïõ ìå ðñïóåõ÷Þ, èõìßáìá, ìå èåßåò ëåéôïõñãßåò êáé
áðüäåéðíá, áëëÜ ðñï ðÜíôùí ìå ðïëëÞ áãÜðç ãéá
åíüôçôá ðÜíôùí ôùí ×ñéóôéáíþí, áëëÜ êáé ìå ìéá
êáôåõèõíôÞñéá ãñáììÞ íá êÜíåé êáèçìåñéíÞ ðñÜîç ôç
öáíÝñùóç ôçò ÔñéÜäáò óôïí êüóìï «äéÜ ôçò Ïñèïäïîßáò
êáé ïñèïðñáîßáò».

Ã é� áõôü êáé êýñéï ìÝëçìÜ ôïõ åßíáé íá
äéáôçñçèåß áóöáëÞò ç ïñèüäïîç ðßóôç, íá
óõíå÷ßóåé ôï Ýñãï ôùí ðñïêáôü÷ùí ôïõ êáé
íá ôï ðñïáãÜãåé, íá ðåñéöñïõñçèïýí ïé

êáíüíåò, íá ðëçñïöïñÞóåé ôç äéáêïíßá ôïõ ×ñéóôéáíéóìïý
áêÝñáéá, íá ïñèïôïìÞóåé ôï ëüãï ôçò áëçèåßáò. Ï

O Ïéêïõìåíéêüò ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò áðåýèõíå ìýíçìá êáôÜ ôç äéÜñêåéá
ÏéêïõìåíéêÞò äïîïëïãßáò óôïí Åèíéêü Êáèåäñéêü íáü ôçò
ÏõÜóéíãôïí. (âë. óåë. 11)         (öùô. Ä.ÐáíÜãïò)
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NEW ECCLESIASTI CAL CD's
5 Wonderful CD's with one of the best cantors in Greece, Mr. Panagiotis Kalabakas. Enjoy the rituals of

Greek Orthodox Church, through the uplifting voice of the famous cantor and his Byzantine Choir.

 NEW 1998 GENERAL CATALOG

GREEK VIDEO RECORDS & TAPES
25-50 31st STREET, ASTORIA NY 11102 � FAX: 718-932-4911
TEL: 718-932-8400 - CALL FREE: 800-473-3522 or 800-GREEK 22

ÍÅÅÓ ÊÕÊËÏÖÏÑÉÅÓÍÅÅÓ ÊÕÊËÏÖÏÑÉÅÓÍÅÅÓ ÊÕÊËÏÖÏÑÉÅÓÍÅÅÓ ÊÕÊËÏÖÏÑÉÅÓÍÅÅÓ ÊÕÊËÏÖÏÑÉÅÓ
ÃÉÁ ÔÏ ÖÈÉÍÏÐÙÑÏÃÉÁ ÔÏ ÖÈÉÍÏÐÙÑÏÃÉÁ ÔÏ ÖÈÉÍÏÐÙÑÏÃÉÁ ÔÏ ÖÈÉÍÏÐÙÑÏÃÉÁ ÔÏ ÖÈÉÍÏÐÙÑÏ

GREEK MUSIC & VIDEO
S U P E R S T O R E
25-50 31st  STREET, ASTORIA, NY 11102
When in New York, visit our music Superstore, with 6,000 ft of
showroom, where you will find any Greek Cassette, Compact
Disc or Video on the Market. You  may find all Greek music and
Video at unbelievably low prices. Our prices are lower than what
music sells in Greece.

Kõêëïöüñçóå
ï Ãåíéêüò

ìáò ÊáôÜëïãïò
ãéá ôï 1998.

224 óåëßäåò ãåìÜôåò
áðü üëç ôç Åëëç-

íéêÞ ìïõóéêÞ êáé
âßíôåï ðïõ õðÜñ÷åé

óôçí áãïñÜ.
¸ã÷ñùìï
8-óÝëéäï

brochure ìå
ôéò ôåëåõôáßåò

êõêëïöïñßåò óå
âßíôåï.

CONSIGMENTS FOR CHURCH
FESTIVALS - PLEASE CALL

VIDEO CONVERSIONS
After much demand, we are adding  one more
service to our customers. We convert videos from
the Greek system (PAL-SECAM) to the American
(NTSC) and vice versa. Your order will be done by
professional quality digital converter, with im-
proved picture and sound quality, at new low-low
prices.

1/2-2 hours - ONLY $25.00

up to 4 hours - ONLY $40.00

plus $6.00 for S&H

ÌÅÃÁËÅÓ ÅÐÉÔÕ×ÉÅÓ ÌÅ ÔÏÕÓ ÄÇÌÏÖÉËÅÓÔÅÑÏÕÓ ÊÁËËÉÔÅ×ÍÅÓ - BRAND NEW RELEASES - MOST POPULAR ARTISTS

KATEGIDA
ANTYPAS

CD: 8232-822 $  24.98
CS: 8232-824 $ 13.98

ZITAS KE RESTA
D. KONTOLAZOS

CD: 8232-352 $ 24.98
CS: 8232-354 $ 13.98

SAN IFESTIO
AL. PROTOPSALTI

CD: 5364-302 $ 21.98
CS: 5364-304 $ 13.98

TA ZEIBEKIKA TIS
ANTZELAS

ANTZELA DIMITRIOU
CD: 4877-702 $ 23.98

ERHETE
LEFTERIS PANTAZIS

CD: 5310-52 $ 24.98
CS:5310-54 $  13.98

EVESTHISIES
KETI GARBI

CD: $ 25.98
CS: $ 15.98

1000% EPITIHIES
GREATEST HITS

CD: (Dbl) 4887-412/3 $  39.98
CS: (Dbl) 4887-414/5 $ 29.98

AKROVATIS TOU
ONIROU

GIANIS SAVIDAKIS
CD: 5375-662 $ 21.98
CS: 5375-664 $ 13.98

PEDI TIS NIHTAS
GIORGOS

MAZONAKIS
CD: 5391-722 $ 21.98
CS: 5391-724 $ 11.98

PALIOKEROS
PASHALIS TERZIS

CD: 4890-952 $ 24.98
CS: 4890-952 $ 14.98

DYNATA
KOSTANTINA

CD (Single): 8844-732 $ 14.98

DANCE MIXES
VASILIS TERLEGAS

CD: CDAM-944 $ 21.98
CS: TCAM-944 $ 9.98

NEW
LOW

PRICE
SATELLITE DISH

$199

APANTHISMA
YMNON

CD: CDHX-2202 $ 21.98

HYMNS OF THE
HOLY WEEK

CD: CDHX-2204 $ 21.98

AKATHISTOS
YMNOS

CD: CDHX-2201 $ 21.98

ECCLESIASTI-
CAL HYMNS

CD: CDHX-2205 $ 21.98

TRIODION
CD: CDHX-2203 $ 21.98

NEW RELIGIOUS VIDEO
ÊÕÊËÏÓ ÌÁÑÔÕÑÉÏÕ

ÊÁÉ ÄÏÎÁÓ
Ìïõóéêü Èñçóêåõôéêü Ýñãï (Ïñáôüñéï)

ÌïõóéêÞ: Êþóôá Ìåëßäç - Óôß÷ïé: Íßêïõ
Óôáóéíüðïõëïõ

Ç æùÞ ôïõ Êõñßïõ êáé èáýìáôÜ ôïõ (ÐåñéëéðôéêÜ) êáé
áðïóðÜóìáôá áð' ôï åõáããÝëéï -  ÊõñéáêÞ ôùí Âáúùí -
ÌåãÜëç ÄåõôÝñá - ÌåãÜëç Ôñßôç - ÌåãÜëç ÔåôÜñôç -
ÌåãÜëç ÐÝìðôç - ÌåãÜëç ÐáñáóêåõÞ - ÌÝãá ÓÜââáôï -
ÊõñéáêÞ ôçò ÁíáóôÜóåùò

ËáìâÜíïõí ìÝñïò: Óðýñïò Óáëß-
ãêáñïò - Íôßíá Ãïõäéþôç - Ìá-
ñéÜíá Ñßêïõ - Ðáíèåßá Íïõñãêï-
óôÜñ - ÁëÝîçò ËáðáôÜò - ÃéÜííçò
Áíôùíüðïõëïò

ÁðáããÝëåé ç çèïðïéüò: Ìáßñç
ÂïãéáôæÞ

Ðáßæåé âéïëß ï âéñôïõüæïò: Ðáô-
íåëÞò Äåóðïôßäçò êáé êéèÜñá
ï ìáÝóôñïò ÌðÜìðçò Ìáëëßäçò

VD: CHV-135 $ 19.98

FREE UPON

REQUEST

¼óïé ëáâáßíïõí êáíïíéêÜ ôïõò êáôáëüãïõò ìáò èá ôïí ëÜ-
âïõí áõôÝò ôéò ìÝñåò. ¼óïé èá Þèåëáí íá ëÜâïõí ôïí êá-
ôÜëïãü ìáò ãéá ðñþôç öïñÜ ðáñáêáëïýìå ðÜñôå ôï äùñåÜí
ìáò ôçëÝöùíï êáé áíáöÝñáôå üôé ôï åßäáôå óôïí Ïñèüäïîï
ÐáñáôçñçôÞ.

• Over 4000 CD selections
• Over 4000 Cassette selections
• Over 1000 Video selections
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HOLY FATHERS SAYINGS

challengeYouth Ministry

S A I N T S  &
F E A S T S

Living The Liturgy

ChallengeChallengeChallengeChallengeChallenge is the youth supplement
to the Orthodox Observer produced
by the Department of Youth & Young

Adult Ministries.
Articles reflect the opinion of the writers.
Write to the Office of Youth & Young

Adult Ministries, Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese of America

8 East 79th Street,
New York, New York  10021

While at
the Divine Lit-
urgy, we must
be prepared to
work.  The very
word �Liturgy�
( Le i tou rg i a )
means �work
of the people,�
and this work
for each of us is
the work of
prayer.

 The Great Litany, also called Petitions
of Peace (Eirinika), are a set of prayers in
the beginning of the liturgy in which we ask
God for spiritual and material blessings.  We
pray:

1) for the unity of all people.
2) for all Orthodox Christians and for

those who are together in the Divine Lit-
urgy.

3) for the Archbishop, the bishops,
the priests, and all people.

4) for the city in which we live and
every city and land.

5) for good weather and the products
of the earth.

6) for peaceful times.
7) for those who travel by land, by

air, or by water, for the sick, for those who
suffer, and for people in captivity.

8) We also pray that God will deliver
us from danger, bad times, hunger, or any
situation that could bring us harm.

 The next time you�re in church, pay
attention to these petitions and try to pray
them.  It�ll make your participation in the
Divine Liturgy more meaningful and worth-
while!

Some go to church to talk and walk.
Some go there to laugh and talk.

Some go there to meet a friend.
Some go there their time to spend.

Some go there to meet a bride.
Some go there a fault to hide.

Some go there for speculation.
Some go there for observation.

Some go there to doze and nod.
The wise go there to worship God.

-Anonymous

Why people go to Church

DID YOU KNOW?

Do not worry about the number of
prayers that you recite: your only care
should be to let your prayer bubble up from
your heart as a spring of running water.

�  St. Theophan

Did you
know that each
day of the week
has its own
memory?

� Sunday
commemorates
the resurrection
of Jesus.

� Monday is
dedicated to the
archangels and
angels.

� Tuesday
is dedicated to the memory of St. John the
Baptist.

� Wednesday is dedicated to the
Theotokos and on this day we remember
the betrayal of Jesus Christ by Judas.  It is a
day of fasting.

� Thursday is dedicated to the apostles
and all the Church Fathers.

� Friday is remembered as the day on
which Jesus was crucified.  It is a day of fast-
ing.

� Saturday is dedicated to all those who
died for their faith (holy martyrs).  It is a day
for remembering the dead and offering
prayers in their memory.

1. When faced with peer pressure: �Do
not be conformed to this world, but be trans-
formed by the renewal of your mind, that
you may prove what is the will of God, what
is good and acceptable and perfect.� (Ro-
mans 12:2)

2.  When participating in sports: �And
if you enter competitive games, you are not
crowned unless you compete lawfully �
fairly, according to the rules laid down� (2
Timothy 2:5)

3.  When planning the future:  �Order
my steps in thy Word; and let not iniquity
have dominion over me� (Psalm 119:133)

4.  When with friends: �Do not let any
unwhole-some talk come out of your
mouths, but only what is helpful for build-
ing others up according to their needs...�
(Ephesians 4:29).

GOD�S WORD
for teenagers

Possessing a rare beauty that was en-
vied by all, Anastasia was born in the third
century into one of Rome�s most cel-
ebrated families.  Although her beauty,
wealth and nobility guaranteed her a life
of comfort and ease, Anastasia chose to
abandon all of this in order to devote her
life to Christ.  Barely nineteen years old,
Anastasia realized full well  that her com-
mitment would cost her more than the
material wealth she was leaving behind.

Anastasia earned herself a reputation
for piety and sacrifice which encouraged
others to abandon their social order to
follow her example.   This did not make
her popular, particularly among other
pagan women who envied her beauty
and her successful transition to Christian-
ity.  Anastasia was soon charged with
treason and her refusal to embrace the
pagan gods led to her death.  She was
ultimately beheaded on October 29, 258
and her remains were left along the road-
side near Rome.  As Anastasia�s body lay
there in a state of preservation for weeks,
miraculously, no insect or bird preyed on
her flesh.  Finally, a group of Roman Chris-
tians took her body and gave her a Chris-
tian burial.

Modeling Our Lord�s Ministry
RELATIONAL YOUTH MINISTRY

Building relationships with young
people is key to an effective youth minis-
try.  Let�s take a look at Jesus� approach
to building relationships:

1) Jesus loved all people uncondition-
ally.  We will positively affect our young
people if we offer them our love, no
strings attached!

2) Jesus was the ultimate example
of obedience to the Father.  Young people
are not looking for perfection but for in-
dividuals who are struggling to live their
faith in obedience to God�s command-
ments.  �If our disciples are to grow, we
must �flesh out� for them the life Christ
demands that we live.�

3) Jesus accepted people without any
limiting conditions.  We must not dis-
criminate against those kids who don�t

measure up in performance, looks or
popularity. As youth ministers, our goal
is to meet kids where they are, accept
them for who they are, walk with them
through their problems, and lead them
into a relationship with Jesus Christ.

4) Jesus spent time with people.  He
talked with them, ate with them and vis-
ited in their homes.

Building relationships with and im-
pacting young people means spending
time with them and entering their �turf.�
That means going to where they �hang
out� and �hanging out� with them (ex.
school activities, parks, sporting events,
etc.)   This can be intimidating at times
but it communicates to them a very im-
portant message, �I really care about
you.!�

+  THE PLANNER  +
1997-1998

The Orthodox Daily Organizer & Calender
Theme: �The Holy Wisdom of GOD�

Use THE PLANNER to keep track of your work or school
schedules, personal appointments, church activities and much more...

� Bible readings, saints� feasts, holy days, national holidays noted each day
� An organized clear calendar week on a 2-page format
� Monthly calendar for quick reference
� Fast periods visually marked with graphics
� Weekly inspirational passages
� Patriarch BARTHOLOMEW�s itinerary dates
� Web site information

ORDER NOW!

Name:_________________________________________________________

Address:_______________________________________________________

City:____________________________________State:______Zip:_________

Send me __________ copies at $5.00 each, plus $1.00 for s & h (for each planner)
8 East 79th St, New York, NY 10021� (212)570-3500 � (212)861-2183 - FAX

*Send your check or money order to: Office of Youth & Young Adult Ministries
Greek  Orthodox Archdiocese of America

�

Saint Anastasia of Rome
October 29

The Bible is an incredible source of wis-
dom and knowledge given to us by God on
how we should live our lives as Orthodox
Christians.  Take a break at some point in your
day to read a short passage in the Bible and
you�ll be surprised at what you�ll find and what
a difference it will make in your life.   This is
what we read on one of our �Bible breaks:

In Thess 5:14-18, St. Paul   writes, �warn
those who are unruly, comfort the fainthearted,
uphold the weak, be patient with all.  See that
no one renders evil for evil to anyone, but al-
ways pursue what is good both for yourselves
and for all.  Rejoice always, pray without ceas-
ing, in everything give thanks; for this is the
will of God in Christ Jesus for you.�

St. Paul�s advice to the Thessalonians is
very relevant to our lives today.  As Orthodox
Christians let�s listen to these words and try
to be patient with one another and, instead of
always complaining, let�s remember to thank
God for all the blessings He gives us each day.

Take A Bible Break!
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EMPLOYMENT

Leading CharLeading CharLeading CharLeading CharLeading Charterterterterter
and Tand Tand Tand Tand Tour Operour Operour Operour Operour Operaaaaatortortortortor

NOBODY CAN BEAT OUR PRICES
MAIN OFFICE: 55E. 59th Street, New York, NY 10022
Tel.: (212) 753-1100 Toll Free: (800) 223-5570

C L A S S I F I E D  A D S

PAPADOPOULOS-VLANTES & MOEHRING, P.C.

We handle cases in N.Y., N.J. and Greece
We prepare Legal Translations, Powers of Attorney and

Official Translations of Greek/English Documents

ACCIDENTSUDIVORCESUIMMIGRATIONUREAL ESTATE
CRIMINAL & MUNICIPAL COURT ULANDLORD/TENANT

WE SPEAK GREEK

28-18 Steinway Str., Astoria, NY    �(718) 728-6100
732-736 Bergen Ave. Jersey City, NJ �(201) 946-1980

LEGAL SERVICES REAL ESTATE/BUSNS MUSICIANS

Dr. Kimon A. Legakis
Athens University Law SchoolUMaster of Law, Hervard Law School

Doctor of Law, Greece
UCertificate of International Law, Hague Academy of Int�l Law

L e g a l  C o n s u l t a n t

O F F I C E S
209 Garth Road

Scarsdale, N.Y. 10583

   & (914) 725-4717(914) 725-4717(914) 725-4717(914) 725-4717(914) 725-4717
Fax: (914) 725-4936

14 Nikitaras Street
Athens 106 78, Greece

& (011-301) 383-3340
& (011-302) 992-7111

Fax: (011-301)382-0838

With emphasis on: Settlement of Inheritance, Taxes, Disputed
Properties, Civil, International Family and Business Law in Greece

KENTRIKON ASTORIAS
23-33 31 St.

Astoria, NY 11105
Wedding and Christen-
ing items, Favors, Marti-
rika, Vaptistika, Ecclesi-
astical items.
We ship anywhere!
(718) 721-9190(718) 721-9190(718) 721-9190(718) 721-9190(718) 721-9190

The Wedding Belle
(410) 563-0999
3825 Eastern Avenue

Baltimore, Maryland 21224
Original favors for all occasions
Martirika, Wedding Crowns &
Decorated Candles, Coufetta,

Unique Stephana Cases
WE SHIP ANYWHERE

CALL: 1-800-421-0639 or 713/626-0808
FAX: 713/626-3019

E-mail: 73344,334 @compuserve.com

U.S IMMIGRATION
VISAS AND CITIZENSHIP

James D. Prappas*

Attorney and Councelor at Law
3555 Timmons Lane, Suite 1450

Houston, Texas 77027

*Board certified Immigration and Nationality Law
Texas Board of Legal Specialization

WEDDINGS

34 West 44th Street � Suite 305, New York, NY 10036

U.S. IMMIGRATION � TAXATION
BUSINESS LAW

INTERNATIONAL TRANSACTIONS
WILLS & ESTATES

Dr. ARES D. AXIOTIS
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW

Tel.: (212) 840-3422 or (203) 255-3312
Fax: (212) 840-3414

MEMBER OF N.Y. AND CT BARS

ÄÉÄÁÊÔÙÑ ÐÁÍ/ÌÉÏÕ OXFORD, ENGLAND
Ô. ËÅÊÔÙÑ ÍÏÌÏËÏÃÉÁÓ ÐÁÍ/ÌÉÏÕ CAMBRIDGE, ENGLAND

1997 YEARBOOK

ARCHDIOCESE YEARBOOK

1997

The 1997 edition of the Archdiocese Year-
book can be ordered from the Orthodox Ob-
server. Include your check or money order
for $15 per book postpaid and send to: (make

checks payable to Orthodox Observer)
YEARBOOK

 c/o ORTHODOX OBSERVER
8 E 79ST., New York, NY 10021

(Please do not send cash � Allow up to 2 weeks for delivery)

PERICLES REAL ESTATE
Esther Pericles, Broker

For ALL YOUR  N.Y. REAL
ESTATE NEEDS  AND BEYOND

 RESIDENTIAL,COMMERCIAL, LAND, FORECLO-
SURES. GREAT BUYS IN GREECE & THE CATSKILLS.

(914) 561-6681

GEORGE KENT�GREEK�AMERICAN�INTERNATIONAL
ORCHESTRA & ENTERTAINMENT

EXPOSÉ REQUESTED! �BOOK EARL�BOOK EARL�BOOK EARL�BOOK EARL�BOOK EARLY FOR 10% REBY FOR 10% REBY FOR 10% REBY FOR 10% REBY FOR 10% REBAAAAATE!�TE!�TE!�TE!�TE!�

CALL KENT 1-914-476-3020
or write: 118 Bolmer Ave., N.Yonkers, NY 10703-1637
Send for stereo cassette albums �Zorba� or �Athena� $11.00 for one, $20 for both to address above.

ONLY TRUST YOUR SOCIAL TO A PROVEN NAME GROUP OF FULL TIME PRO-
FESSIONAL MUSICIANS ENTERTAINERS, AT AFFORDABLE PRICES, WHO�S
ONLY BUSINESS IS MUSIC. PERFORMING AUTHENTIC GREEK MUSIC OF ALL
REGIONS, COLONIES OF GREECE. FEATURING THE �PRIME VOICE OF
GREECE...�  THE CLARINO & BOUZOUKI PLUS VOCALS. BEWARE! OF GREEK
BANDS PROMISING AMERICAN MUSIC, THEN PLAYING TAPES!  ALL OUR
MUSIC IS PERFORMED �LIVE�...OUR AMERICAN SOUNDS PURE AMERICAN,
WITH NO ACCENT!

CAPE SOUNION AREA
Rare large hilltop parcel, 11 plus
stremata, overlooking sea and
valley. Thirty minutes from Ath-
ens airport, in area of year
round and vacation villas. Firm
price $375,000 (US). Subject to
increase. For serious inquiries
only! Call:(207) 282-1197

MISCELLANEOUS

ÅËËÇÍÉÊÏ ÔÕÐÏÃÑÁÖÅÉÏ

40-12 Ditmars Blvd., Astoria, NY 11105
Tel.: (718) 545-2323
Fax: (718) 545-2366

ÕÐÅÕÈÕÍÏÔÇÔÁ

& ÓÙÓÔÅÓ ÔÉÌÅÓ

Ëåõêþìáôá ãéá
óõëëüãïõò êáé

êïéíüôçôåò

LETTERHEADS   ¦ LOGOS   ¦ ENVELOPES   ¦ BUSINESS CARDS
JOURNALS   ¦ MAGAZINES    ¦ BOOKS     ¦ BOOKLETS   ¦ WEDDING
INVITATIONS    ¦ SIGNS    ¦ BANNERS    ¦ COMPUTER GRAPHICS
¦ PAPER SIGNS    ¦ COLOR BROCHURES    ¦ MENUS       ¦ ADS

PROF. SERVICES

THEODORE DAVANTZIS, DDS FAGD
COMPREHENSIVE DENTAL TREATMENT
I M P L A N T S � O RT H O D O N T I C S � C O S M E T I C

42-21 FRANCIS LEWIS BLVD., BAYSIDE, NY
(718) 279-0116

D I M I T R I O S  P A N A G O S
PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO

Web page:http://www.panagos.com

Å WEDDINGS Å BAPTISMS Å PORTRAITS Å NEWS Å PASSPORTS

111 Broadway (Rt. 107), Hicksville, N.Y. 11801

(516) 931-2333

KOSTAS TASLIS QUARTET
Your Good Time is Our Business

Katerina - Vocalist
John Markos - Klarino & Organ

Kostas Taslis - Bouzoukee
plus Guitarist & Drummer

Call Costas Today
47 Bacon Str. Winchester, MA
(617) 729-2643

Dr. Legakis will be in his N.Y. office Nov.17-Dec.1,1997
FOR SALE

MAROUSSI,
ATHENS
Penthouse (Retire) Apart-
ment -100 m2-Furnished
w/ Furniture from theU.S.
 Call (718)833.8771

SANTORINI
PROPERTY

9 Stremata Near
Business Area

Call Simon Syrigos
(314)741.4009

ÐËÁÔÁÍÉÔÇÓ
ÍÁÕÐÁÊÔÏÓ

Ðùëåßôáé ïéêüðåäï 955 ô.ì.
ìå 35 ì. Ìå èÝá óôç èÜëáóóá. ÊáôÜëëçëï
ãéá öïñïêáôïéêßá Þ åðáããåëìáôéêÞ
÷ñÞóç. Ðëçñïöïñßåò
0634-31315,0935-37012,

(516)957.2920

PATRAS APARTMENT
Prime location, one block from
marina,140sq.m., top floor, custom
built, 2 baths, A/C, fully equipped
kitchen, 2 verantas, numerous extras,
2 car garage $ 150,000.

 Call (352)683.1603

YOUTH DIRECTOR
The Memphis, Tennessee Parish wishes to expand and further fo-
cus its ministry. We are in search of a Youth Director who will
assist our Priest wherever necessary and expand our youth minis-
try. Applications will be accepted from lay people of the Ortho-
dox faith as well as Orthodox Theology students and graduates at
PO Box 613424, Memphis, Tennessee, 38101 to Father Christy-
James Skefos.

PROPERTY FOR SALE
Outside Tallaros, CHIOS.
Aprox. 10 acres + or Duplex
Dwelling. Orchard and stone
wall surrounds property.
View of Ocean fron 2nd floor.
$500,000 or best offfer.

(215) 536-1487

AT H O S
ICONS

100% Pure Silver with 24kt. gold
detail. Hand made in Greece by the
A. Kypriotis family.
Each icon is treated against tarnish,
framed and in gift box.
THE GIFT THAT LASTS A LIFE  TIME

SEASON SPECIAL DISCOUNT
ON ANY ICON 30%

PLEASE CALL OUR TOLL FREE NUMBER

or write to: ATHOS ICONS
265 STORRS ROAD
MANSFIELD, CT. 06250

1-800-952-8467

MYRTLE BEACH, SC
THE PLACE TO BE!

PERMANENT VACATION
OR INVESTMENT

Cal l
MARGE KYRIAKOS
R/E MAX At the Coast
1-800-761-5900

X3016

MOVING? NOT RECEIVING?

If you are moving, please attach
your most recent label here ò

A N D
Ask your parish to forward your name and new

address to the Observer in order for you to continue
receiving the newspaper

I F
you move but your new home is located in the district
of the same parish, then list your new address below:

Mail this coupon to the �Orthodox Observer�
8 East 79th Street, New York, NY 10021

NAME___________________________________________
ADDRESS______________________________________
CITY___________________STATE ________ZIP_______

FOR YOUR ADS
Call: (212) 628-2590

VERY IMPORTANT
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from page 6
LETTERS

My sister, my husband, and I arranged
to take mom on a tour of St. Michael�s.  Fr.
Andonis Paropoulos, St. Michael�s charm-
ing, energetic administrator, greeted us
warmly.  Our tour revealed more than we
could have hoped for: airy, open, tastefully
furnished common areas, charmingly deco-
rated residents� rooms, a cheerful, lively
staff, the smell of delicious Greek food, and
an unmistakable feeling of love.

Last October mom became a member
of St. Michael�s family, and the change in her
is remarkable.  She hasn�t been this happy in
10 years.  We visit her often� mostly be-
cause we can never get her on the  phone!

I hope my family�s experience will help
dispel, for other Greek- Americans that face
this dilemma, the old Greek stigma attached
to institutional living,

Electra K. Sklavos
Garden City, N.Y.

Editor,
Fr. Papaioannou�s article in the July

1997 issue elicited some thoughts.
As you recall, a woman had written

about the place of women in the Church
and had asked several questions related to
the Church�s� respect for women�s �rights.�
Fr. Papaioannou answered variously that
those rights were finally coming to be re-
spected, that they should be respected, and
that he did not know why they were not
respected.

A distinction needs to be made between
modern ideologies and Orthodox Christian-
ity.  The reason Orthodoxy doesn�t respect
�rights� is that all rights-based world views
contradict Orthodoxy.  The most prominent

Equal rights

one in America, liberalism, is based either
on the notion that there once existed a state
of nature in which all men were at sea in a
world of violence until they agreed to form
government for the protection of their indi-
vidual �rights� (as John Locke describes it)
or on the idea that man is naturally good,
but his institutions (such as the Church/)
corrupt him (as in Rousseau�s description).
In another rights based aschema, which at
one point was that of Thomas Jefferson,
Englishmen�s (thus Americans�) rights are
derived from their pre- Norman conquest
political regime, every change to which,
since brought about by force, is illegitimate.

Obviously, none of these views can be
reconciled to Orthodoxy. In fact, Orthodoxy
starts with the opposite position: that man
was in Paradise until he corrupted it by his
decision to sin.  Thus, not one of the Fa-
thers spoke or wrote of �rights.�  None of
them focused on his own merits and, using
the language of �rights,� insisted everyone
else should recognize them, too.  Rather,
they all taught that we must be repentant,
that we must put our pride behind us, that
we must accept Tradition (and not simply
declare that �some of the Fathers� example
is Tradition, but the part that is inconsistent
with atheist, American mores is mere �tra-
dition��).  We have no right to anything im-
portant- to the Eucharist, to the antidoron,
to baptism, or to the priesthood.  Therefore,
we should be humble and repentant, not
angry.  Properly understood, the priesthood
is a burden;  women have the burdens that
are appropriate to them.  Women�s equal-
ity with men lies in their equal sinfulness,
and the Church is equally men�s and
women�s salvation.  Let us be equally grate-
ful to that Tradition, that great unearthed gift
we have all received.

Constantine Guzman
Dept. of History, University of Virginia

Charlottesville, Va.



































































































For more information please contact  your local cable company or  call
Greek  Orthodox Telecommunications (GOTelecom) at 212-570-3588

or Odyssey Channel at  800-841-8476

TUNE IN EVERY NIGHT FROM 9:55 TO 9:58 PM

FROM OCTOBER 19TH  TO NOVEMBER 17TH

NIGHTLY TELEVISION U P D A T E S
OF THE ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH�S

VISIT TO AMERICA

The Odyssey Channel is a national interfaith cable network,
available in over 28 million homes across the country

9:55 pm ET on the ODYSSEY CHANNEL
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His Eminence Archbishop Spyridon went
on a whirlwind tour of several western cities
in preparation for the Patriarchal visit in the
San Francisco and Denver dioceses.

The Archbishop,  from Sept. 29 to Oct.
2, met with 30 members of the San Fran-
cisco-area clergy; five priests from the Phoe-
nix area and 40 monks at the Monastery of
St. Anthony  in Arizona; and 35 Denver Dio-
cese clergy in Dallas. He was accompanied
by Bishop Anthony of San Francisco and
Bishop Isaiah of Denver, in their respective
dioceses. He bestowed episcopal engolpia
upon both of the hierarchs.

Archbishop�s West Coast Visit Dispels Rumors

By Fr. George Passias

His Eminence also met with 150 San
Francisco Diocese Philoptochos members
at the home of Bill and Dina Oldknow.

Each visit included a meeting with the
full committees that have been working on
the Patriarchal Visit.

Along with discussing the upcoming trip
of His All Holiness, the Archbishop also spoke
with the clergy and laypersons to dispel re-
cent rumors and misinformation circulated
through the Internet, by fax and the printed
media. His Eminence listened to and ad-
dressed all the questions that were asked of
him in open forums, where everyone freely
expressed their concerns and questions.

Reflecting on his first year as a transi-
tion period, His Eminence addressed many
questions from the Faithful about recent
decisions concerning Hellenic College/Holy
Cross School of Theology.

The Archbishop said that, among his
goals for the school is to bring renowned
theologians from the world of Orthodoxy
to the Seminary, to speak and teach, or to
hold seminars.

Some of these distinguished scholars
include Bishop Kallistos Ware and Metro-
politan John Zizioulas of Pergamum, Profes-
sor Andrew Louth, Professor Susan
Ashbrook Harvey, and Professor Kimberley
Patton, during the winter semester.

His Eminence noted that students are
doing very well and enoy the new  faculty
appointments at the school and the freedom
to concentrate on their academic concerns.

The changes also provide the adminis-
tration the opportunity to be more efficient
and  concentrate only on administration,
while allowing the professors to dedicate all
their time research, class preparation and
academic work..

Meetings have been organized for each
seminarian with his spiritual father so the
student may have readily available to him a
confessor and mentor for his priestly devel-
opment. Committees are being formed to
seek additional professional appointments.

tional Ministries of the Church. Furthermore,
His Eminence has worked to secure and pro-
tect the funds in the event that a legal action
is every taken against the Archdiocese.

 Regarding funds of the Archdiocese
being sent to the Patriarchate, His Eminence
noted that the only funds sent to the Patri-
archate, that the only  funds sent to the Pa-
triarchate are those which constitute the
Archdiocese�s annual assessment.

This year�s payments, however, in-
cluded the years 1995 and 1996, for which
the Archdiocese was in arrears.

Rumors that English will be removed
or reduced in the Divine Liturgy also are
untrue. Parishes should use the language
which best meets the demands of their com-
munity, His Eminence said.

 He advised the Faithful to challenge the
source and truth of any rumors, and any-
one having serious doubts or questions
about a particular issue should call their
Diocese or the Archdiocese.

He also emphasized that dividing the
Church of America into metropolitanates,
as had also been rumored, would separate
the Archdiocese into disparate parts and not
benefit the Church. The Patriarchate could,
at its discernment, elevate existing bishops
to the rank of metropolitan, but this would
not alter the Archdiocese charter in any way,
the Archbishop said. �The Archdiocese of
America is to remain one united Church.�

Archbishop Spyridon also reported that,
for the first time, the Archdiocesan Council
has adopted a sexual misconduct policy that
has been approved by the Holy Eparchial
Synod and will be published in the near fu-
ture. The Archbishop, in conjunction with
the InterChurch/InterFaith Marriage Com-
mittee, has named a priest with professional
qualifications to develop and implement an
aggressive and proactive program of minis-
try and training for clergy.

The trip was a resounding success and
very informative for those who attended. His
Eminence met with the president and ex-
ecutive members of the Oakland, Calif.,
community, and with parish presidents in
Tucson and Phoenix, Ariz.

At each meeting, the Archbishop spent
quality time with clergy and various com-
mittee members, answering all questions
addressed to him.

His Eminence challenged and even pro-
voked questions from participants, in each
case ensuring that critical and controversial
issues were addressed and answered to their
fullest.

More visits are planned for the future
so that parishioners and priests can have an
opportunity to speak with the Archbishop.

Fr. Passias is the Archdiocese chancellor
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ARCHBISHOP SPYRIDON at Annunciation Cathedral in San Francisco with clergy of the Diocese.

HIS EMINENCE with Mr. and Mrs. William Oldknow. Mrs. Oldknow is former national
president of the organization. (Alexandra Zarkas photo)

ARCHBISHOP SPYRIDON greets Philoptochos members at the tea held at the home of
Mr. and Mrs. William Oldknow near Los Angeles. (Alexandra Zarkas photo)

HIS EMINENCE and Bishop Anthony with Diocese Philoptochos members at a high tea
held in honor of the Archbishop. (Alexandra Zarkas photo)

His Eminence remarked that �nothing
will be spared, including financial resources,
so that we may better educate and prepare
our precious young people who will be our
priests of tomorrow.�

He stressed that the school is an eccle-
siastical institution of academic character with
the purpose of preparing the priests needed
for the churches because the Archdiocese is
currently facing a shortage of clergy.

Other topics of concern and false ru-
mors that the Archbishop addressed include:
that all priests must wear beards, that

women will be eliminated from choirs or sit
on the left side of churches, that electric vigil
lights are prohibited, that churches must
remove pews, and that land owned by insti-
tutions such as St. Basil�s or Holy Cross will
be sold with the proceeds going to the Ecu-
menical Patriarchate.

The Archbishop said that none of the
above rumors is true.

He also said that Leadership 100 funds
will not be turned over to the Patriarchate, but
will be kept, as always, in an inviolate endow-
ment whose interest will be used for the Na-


