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NEW YORK � Hellenic College-Holy
Cross School of Theology trustees gave
strong backing to recent administrative
changes by Archbishop Spyridon and also
addressed a wide range of issues affecting
the institution at a meeting lasting nearly six
hours at the Archdiocese on Aug. 16.

Trustees Meet
to Discuss HC-HC

By Jim Golding

The official unanimous decision by the
School�s corporate board to name Bishop
Isaiah of Denver as president of Hellenic
College-Holy Cross also was announced.

In addition, trustees acted to reconsti-
tute the board after hearing a report from
two members of the  Archdiocesan Council
Legal Committee, Simos Dimas and John
Mavroudis, outlining several requirements
of the by-laws that had not been followed
during the past several years.

The board adopted the committee�s
recommendations, which call for naming a
maximum of  40 voting members to the
Board of Trustees, naming a 14-member
executive committee and electing the
committee�s officers.

New officers consist of Archbishop
Spyridon, chairman; Bishop Isaiah, president;
Andrew Athens, vice chairman; George
Behrakis, treasurer; and Emmanuel Milias,
secretary. Other committee members are:
Michael Cantonis, Constantine Caras, Leo
Condakes, the Rev. Spencer Kezios, Michael
Krone, Elias Kulukundis, Demitrios Moschos,
the Rev. Dean Paleologos, George Safiol and
Michael Sophocles.

During the meeting, Archbishop Spy-
ridon outlined his vision for the school and
Bishop Isaiah and the Rev. Deacon John

NEW YORK � At the invitation of His
All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew, His Eminence Archbishop
Spyridon, the Holy Synod of Bishops and
the Archdiocesan Council Executive Com-
mittee visited the Patriarchate from Aug. 30
to Sept. 1.

As preparations proceed for the Patri-
archal visit to the United States from Oct.
19 to Nov. 17, His All Holiness has ex-
pressed a desire to personally meet with lay
leaders from throughout the United States

Archbishop, Synod and Executive
Committee Visit Ecumenical Patriarchate

to discuss first-hand his hopes and expecta-
tions for the upcoming visit.

His All Holiness also invited them to
participate in the Divine Liturgy at the Patri-
archal Cathedral of St. George on Sunday,
Aug. 31 and the Service of the Indiction,
which marks the beginning of the ecclesias-
tical year on Sept. 1.

His Eminence Archbishop Spyridon
expressed his appreciation for the invitation
and the opportunity it afforded for the mem-
bers of the Archdiocesan Council to visit the
Patriarchate and meet with His All Holiness
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew.

The Archbishop, the Bishops and the
Executive Committee attended meetings
with His All Holiness Bartholomew  regard-
ing the Ecumenical Patriarch�s upcoming
visit to the United States and the key events
of Archbishop Spyridon�s first year as Arch-
bishop of America.

Archbishop Spyridon expressed the
love of the Greek Orthodox faithful in
America for His All Holiness and their en-
thusiasm in anticipating his upcoming ar-
rival. The Archdiocesan delegation discussed
the schedule and preparation for his Patri-
archal visit. Also, they had a frank and ex-
tensive review of the past year in the Arch-
diocese of America that concluded with a
total commitment to the continued growth
and unity of the Church in America.

Responding to the visit, His All Holi-
ness Bartholomew said, �I am pleased to
meet with His Eminence Archbishop
Spyridon, the Synod of Bishops and the Ex-
ecutive Committee of the Archdiocesan
Council of the Church in America. Our dis-
cussions were fruitful and I am grateful for
the extensive preparation that is under way
for my patriarchal visit to America. I look
forward with love and affection to being with
the Orthodox faithful  in America on the
occasion of the 75th anniversary of the Greek
Orthodox Archdiocese in America. And, I

WASHINGTON- Praising him for his
�worldwide leadership role in interfaith re-
lations, international affairs, promoting glo-
bal environmental protection and the de-
fense of human rights,� U.S. Sen. Alfonse
M. D�Amato (R-NY), joined by  Sen. Paul
Sarbanes (D-MD), introduced legislation
awarding His All Holiness Ecumenical Pa-
triarch Bartholomew of Constantinople, the
spiritual leader of 5.5 million Orthodox
Christian Americans, the Congressional
Gold Medal.

�I believe Congress should honor Pa-
triarch Bartholomew with a gold medal be-
cause he exemplifies the message  of toler-
ance, peace and respect for human rights,�
D�Amato said.  �From preaching interfaith
unity to upholding religious rights to fight-
ing to protect the global environment, Pa-
triarch Bartholomew is the voice of com-
passion and vision.�

Sens. D�Amato, Sarbanes
Introduce Bill to Honor
Patriarch with Medal

See BILL INTRODUCED, on page 31

To the Reverend Clergy, the Presi-
dents of the Parish Councils, Monks and
Nuns, the Philoptochos Sisterhoods, the
Youth and all devout Christians of the Holy
Archdiocese of America

Most Beloved Sisters and Brothers
in Christ,

This year, the Beginning of Indiction,
the New Church Year, falls together
with the national holiday Labor
Day.  This happy coincidence
affords all of us to pause from
our labors and reflect on the
meaning of our chosen voca-
tions as we strive to live and
work with dignity and honor in
this world.  As your Archbishop,
I too am taking this opportunity to
reflect on my first year of ministry to this
great Archdiocese of America.

Throughout this past year, we have
all experienced changes and transition.
Some of them have been difficult.  As I
have begun to know you and you me, I
marvel at the tremendous accomplish-

The Beginning of Indiction, the New Ecclesiastical Year
Archbishop�s Encyclical on Indiction

�O Thou Who art the Ancient of Days and for mankind became the New Adam,
bestow upon us Thy blessing for the Indiction of the New Year.�

(Verses for the Indiction)
ments of the dedicated, worthy priests,
and the loving, devoted lay people of this
Archdiocese.

Our seventy-fifth anniversary year is
a milestone which cannot be underesti-
mated. The Greek Orthodox people of
America have laid foundations which can
never be shaken.  They reach down not
only across the generations which came

before us � through my noble pre-
decessors, your fathers and

mothers, grandparents and
generations of faithful priests
� they reach down through
the centuries to the Saints,
Martyrs, Fathers, Patriarchs,

Apostles and to the Chief Cor-
nerstone Himself, our Lord Jesus

Christ.  Just think of it!  When the
spiritual father of us all, Ecumenical Patri-
arch Bartholomew arrives in a few weeks,
he brings, in his own person, the memory
and spiritual ties that yoke us through the
First-Called Apostle Andrew to Christ
Himself!

See INDICTION, on page 31

Visit to Armenia
ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH Bartholomew recently concluded a highly successful trip to
Armenia where he met with many of that nation�s religious and government leaders
(see page 6). Above, His All Holiness is greeted by numerous children in the town of
Giumri.      (N. Manginas photo)

ARCHBISHOP SPYRIDON cel-
ebrates his first year anniversary on
Sept. 21 as primate of the Greek Or-
thodox Archdiocese of America.

Since then he has logged thou-
sands of miles, met thousands of
people, and delivered hundreds of
homilies and speeches from one end
of this nation to the other. His deci-
sions have affected every facet of
church life of his Greek Orthodox
flock in America.

Recently, His Eminence reflected
on his first year of service and on some
of his thoughts about the Church in
America.

The First Year:
An Interview with

His Eminence

See pages 15-17

An Interview with
His Eminence

The First Year:

 (D. Panagos photo)
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The Church�s stewardship effort �looks
to be the best it has been for eight years.�
That�s the assessment of the Very Rev.
Gabriel Karambis, director of the Archdio-
cese Stewardship Ministries.

According to Fr. Karambis, �We�re mak-
ing a concerted effort to make each parish
current on their obligation to the Church, and
are working with every diocesan bishop.�

This year�s program has brought in
about $4.6 million of the $9 million of the
National Ministries budget � about 51 per-
cent � as of July 31.

Simultaneously, the League of Greek
Orthodox Stewards, or LOGOS, which Fr.
Karambis also heads, has just completed its
1997 campaign and the first action grants
for the youth ministries at the Diocese level
have been issue. A new LOGOS program is
now planned for 1998.

Stewardship Effort on Track for 1997
The National Ministries budget of the

Archdiocese supports activities that include
the Ecumenical Patriarchate, missions, Hel-
lenic College-Holy Cross School of Theol-
ogy, religious education, youth ministry pro-
grams, Greek education and culture, St. Basil
Academy, communications and diocesan
ministries.

The budget is funded mainly through
collective contributions of the parishes
through the Total Commitment program
with each community making a contribu-
tion reflective of its stewardship responsi-
bility and obligation.

The financial commitment required of
each parish calls for a contribution of 15
percent of the total gross receipts of the
parish from all income including building
fund receipts and proceeds from the annual
cultural festival.

NEW YORK � Bishop Philotheos of
Meloa, vicar of the Archdiocesan District of
New York since February 1992, has an-
nounced his retirement effective Oct. 1 upon
reaching his 73rd birthday, after 37 years
service to the Archdiocese.

His Grace was elevated to the episco-
pacy in 1971 and served as first auxiliary
bishop to Archbishop Iakovos. His respon-
sibilities included the parishes in Manhat-
tan, Brooklyn, Staten Island and the Bronx.

Born Mark Karamitsos in Constan-
tinople, he moved to Greece to complete
his high school studies. He went on to com-
plete his theological studies at the Univer-
sity of Athens. He served as a deacon at the
Cathedral of Athens and also officiated at
worship services in the chapel of the Royal
Palace.

Upon the invitation of Archbishop
Iakovos, he came to the United States in
1960 and served as his deacon. Ordained a
priest in 1961, he served as pastor of  An-
nunciation Church in Scranton, Pa., in the
mid-1960s.

Bishop Philotheos of Meloa to Retire Oct. 1

Following his elevation as a bishop, His
Grace assisted Archbishop Iakovos at Arch-
diocese headquarters. Upon the
Archbishop�s retirement, Bishop Philotheos
stayed on at the Archdiocese to assist Arch-
bishop Spyridon during his transition and
first year in leading the Church in America.

On a television interview produced by
GOTelecom (Greek Orthodox Telecommu-
nications) His Eminence Archbishop
Spyridon, talks about hisexperiences on this
first year of his tenure, his plans for the
Archdiocese and his hopes for the future
of our Church in America

During the interview, he reminisces
about his childhood years; the biggest in-
fluences in his life; he gives his views on
the role of the Archbishop in this country;
he answers questions on the priorities,
goals and achievements during the first year
of his tenure; he talks about the concept of

A TV Interview with Archbishop Spyridon
inclusion; the pressures Orthodox faithful
face in a multicultural and multireligious
society; the Archdiocese�s role in protect-
ing the Orthodox identity in America; the
Archdiocese�s role as a champion of civil/
human rights; and, finally, the relations of
the Archdiocese with the Ecumenical Pa-
triarchate of Constantinople.

The interview will air on the national
cable network �Odyssey Channel� on the
first anniversary of his enthronement, Sept.
21, at 3:30 pm., EDT. For carriage infor-
mation call GOTelecom at 1-800-888-
6835.

ATLANTA � Archbishop Spyridon con-
vened the first synaxis of the Atlanta Dio-
cese clergy at the Diocesan Cathedral of
the Annunciation on Aug. 13.

The meeting included Bishop Alexios
of Troas, Diocese staff clergy and members
of the diocesan and cathedral executive
councils.

A special Doxology of Thanksgiving
took place at the cathedral and was chanted
by more than 65 clergy.

After the doxology, the clergy met with
His Eminence for more than two hours
during which time the Archbishop outlined
his vision for the Church�s future in
America and responded to questions.

�He made everyone feel comfortable
just like a father who is asking his children
to be honest and to express their feelings
and concerns about their life,� said  His
Grace Bishop Alexios, archiepiscopal vicar
of the Atlanta Diocese.

�He spoke very gently, brotherly and
fatherly, in explaining to us the situations
of the schools. He shared his wishes and
his dreams for the spirituality and the ethos
that he wants to see at both of the holy
institutions,� he added.

Presentations on the patriarchal visit

Archbishop Meets with Atlanta Diocese Clergy
to America, Total Commitment, clergy ben-
efits and youth ministry were made by the
Very Rev. Gabriel Karambis, director of the
Office of Stewardship Ministries, and by
Fr. Anastasios Bourantas, director of the
Department of Youth and Young Adult Min-
istries.

A luncheon followed attended by His
Eminence, clergy, Diocese Council Presi-
dent Dr. John Skandalakis and council
members, National Philoptochos President
Mimi Skandalakis and Philoptochos Board
members, Cathedral Council President Vic-
tor Economy,  Diocese Archons Com-
mander Steve Alexander and many others.

Theo Nikolakis, director of Internet
Ministries, gave a presentation on the use
of the Internet.

After the luncheon, Archbishop
Spyridon and other clergy and laypersons
toured the Diocese headquarters and
Chapel of Archangel Michael.

�We felt that we, the body of the
Church, were connected with the head of
our Church, not only as our administrator,
but as our Spiritual father. This spiritual
connection brought peace and harmony
among us and all the institutions,� said
Bishop Alexios.

HIS EMINENCE and clergy of the Atlanta Diocese, including His Grace Bishop Alexios,
Archiepiscopal Vicar, and Diocese Chancellor Fr. Petros Kopsahilis

NEW YORK - His Eminence Arch-
bishop Spyridon took part in a luncheon
and informal open forum discussions with
students of Hellenic College-Holy Cross
School of Theology Sept. 6. Bishop Isaiah,
HC/HC president, also participated.

The Archbishop wanted to meet  with
and encourage the students for the new
academic year. The students engaged in a
warm and constructive dialogue regarding
the student life at HC/HC and thanked His
Eminence for taking time to meet with
them.

Archbishop Spyridon held a separate,
informal meeting with faculty members,
along with Bishop Isaiah, to offer encour-
agement for the new academic year and to
show the full support of the Archdiocese.

That evening, the Archbishop officiated
at Vespers at Nativity-Assumption of the
Virgin Mary Church in Cohasset, near Bos-
ton. Also participating were Bishop
Methodios of Boston,  Fr. John Maheras,
pastor, and many area  clergy.

The following morning, on Sept. 7,  His
Eminence  consecrated the church and cel-
ebrated Divine Liturgy. An estimated 400
persons attended.

At the consecration service, the Arch-
bishop placed the relics of Sts. Panteleimon,
Kyricos and the holy fathers martyred at
Sinai-Raitho, in the altar.

Archbishop Spyridon
Visits Holy Cross,
Consecrates Church

BISHOP PHILOTHEOS OF MELOA
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The Archdiocesan Department of Edu-
cation announces that an essay contest for
day and afternoon school students in grades
6  through 9 to acquaint them with the his-
tory and heritage of the Ecumenical Patri-
archate and of His All Holiness Ecumenical
Patriarch Bartholomew.

Two essays, one in English and one in
Greek, will be selected to receive an award
at a National Youth Rally that the Ecumenical
Patriarch will attend in Chicago on Nov. 1.

Students should select their essay sub-
jects from the following topics:

1. The Ecumenical Patriarchate of
Constantinople as a beacon of Orthodox
Light in the Western Hemisphere.  Discuss
the role of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of
Constantinople and of the Ecumenical Pa-
triarch Bartholomew in Christendom.

2. Patriarch Bartholomew:  Our
World- Wide Spiritual Father.  Discuss the
role of His All Holiness as Ecumenical Patri-
arch as it relates to the future of World Or-
thodoxy.

3. Patriarch Bartholomew: A Life De-
voted to the Stewardship of Planet Earth.
Discuss the involvement of His All Holiness
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew as the
leading religious figure of the Environmen-
tal Movement.

Essay language is  optional. They may
be written in Greek or English, as  decided
by the school principal or director. Length
should be two to three typed and double-
spaced pages.

The following awards will be given in
each catetgory:

First Prize:  A trip to the IONIAN VIL-
LAGE

Second Prize:  A two-volume bilingual
book, �Constantinople:  The Cathedral City,�
on the history of the Ecumenical  Patriarch-
ate and the cultural heritage of
Constantinople.

Third Prize:  �The Glory of Byzantium,�
a book published exclusively for the so-
named Exhibit of the Metropolitan Museum
of Art in New York.

All participants will receive a certificate
of merit signed by His Eminence Archbishop
Spyridon of America.

Participants must follow the procedures
listed below.

1. Essays must be written in class,
under the supervision of the teaching fac-
ulty.

2. Each community school must se-
lect the best essays, one in English and one
in Greek.  Each winning essay must carry
the signatures of the community priest and
school principal.

3. A committee of at least 10 educa-
tors from the Archdiocesan district schools
will review the essays and select the win-
ners.

Mailing instructions:
Two cover sheets must accompany

each entry.  The top cover sheet must in-
clude the essay title, name, home address
and parish, and church address.  The sec-
ond sheet must include only the essay title.

Mail entries to the Archdiocesan De-
partment of Education (8 East 79th St., New
York, NY 100211), postmarked by Sept. 26.

 For more information, call (212)) 570-
3553, or 3554.

Essay Contest on
Ecum. Patriarchate
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The Archdiocesan Presbyters Council
and National Sisterhood of Presvyteres will
host a national retreat for all active and re-
tired clergy and presbyteres (including wid-
owed) on Nov. 3-5 in conjunction with
Ecumencial Patriarch Bartholomew�s visit to
Chicago.

The retreat will take place at the
Sheraton hotel. His All Holiness will be the
featured speaker.

Reservations can be made by calling the
hotel at (800) 233-4100, and asking for the
group rate for �Greek Orthodox Church-
Clergy Retreat.�

Retreat fee is $150 for active clergy,
$100 for presbyteres and retired clergy.

More information, call Fr. Michael
Pastrikos (330) 454-7278, or Presbytera
Margaret Orfanakos (201) 696-7097.

Patriarch to Address
National Clergy Retreat

Following is an open letter from St.
Basil Academy Director Fr. Sylvester Ber-
beris to the National  Philoptochos Board
encouraging its continued support of the
institution.

The President and members of the Na-
tional Philoptochos Board of the Greek Or-
thodox Ladies Philoptochos Society

Dearly beloved,
It goes without saying that St. Basil�s

Academy holds a special place in the hearts
of faithful Greek Orthodox Christians around
the nation.  Ever since its establishment,
loyal supporters have flooded the Academy
with genuine expressions of love and sup-
port.  This includes you, the loving and pi-
ous apostles of our Archdiocese who min-
ister to those whom God created in His
image and who through family frailty have
been painfully abandoned.

I take this opportunity to extend to you
a warm and heartfelt thank you on behalf of
the children at St. Basil�s.

I also take this opportunity to inform
you, as members of the National
Philoptochos Board,  of our status as we now
enter the third millennium under the lead-
ership of a dynamic, sincere and, above all,
loving father to us all -  Archbishop Spyridon.
His Eminence has placed St. Basil�s Acad-
emy on the top of the list of his priorities.
His concern for the support and betterment
of the needy children of our entire Archdio-
cese has sparked a re-evaluation of the ex-
isting needs of St. Basil�s. This re-evaluation
has brought to light some good but also
some painful realities that ought to be im-
mediately corrected.

The positive aspect of this re-evaluation
is that the generous love of our faithful sup-
porters has remained unchanged through-
out these many years.  The painful aspect is
that the institution itself has not been so
responsible at times.  Recently we are try-
ing our best to correct the latter. The fol-
lowing are highlights of our efforts to turn
St. Basil�s Academy into a responsible, re-
spectable institution.

� We have identified areas where
abuses of the Church and its financial sup-
porters have occurred and have immediately
put an end to them.  As of today, of the 38
students this past year, only 16 qualify as
needy.  These 16 are presently returning to
the Academy.

� We have established new criteria for
admission.  The Academy has returned to
its original purposes of serving Greek-Or-
thodox orphans and/or needy children, and
children who may come from dysfunctional
families.  It is now necessary that parents/
guardians of potential students contact the
Parish Priest and the Parish Philoptochos
President before they contact the Academy
for admission.

� We have down-sized our staff to re-
flect the current needs of the Academy.
Presently, all our staff members are trained
and certified professionals.

� We continue to provide a home, an
academic education and spiritual guidance
to each student. Nothing has closed down
or changed from what we have been doing
since 1944.

� Because of the small number of stu-
dents, we could not continue to operate a
day school on the premises.  Our children
will be educated at the local public school
which offers many  programs that were
never part of the Academy�s curriculum. Our
students will continue with their Greek lan-

St. Basil�s Director
Makes Appeal to
Philoptochos

See APPEAL, on page 29

ATLANTA � More than
1,200 AHEPA family members
and Greek Americans cel-
ebrated the Order�s 75th an-
niversary at their annual con-
vention in mid-August.

Archbishop Spyridon was
the keynote speaker. He ob-
served that both AHEPA and
the Archdiocese are celebrat-
ing the 75th anniversary of
their founding. �The story of
AHEPA is a story of progress
... a story of philanthropy ... a
story of community,� said the
Archbishop. His Eminence
lauded the �unity and tradi-
tion� fostered by AHEPA �even in the midst
of immigration and assimilation.�

Other speakers included Sen. Paul
Sarbanes of Maryland, former New York
University President John Brademas, and
classicist Mary Lefkowitz, author of Black
Athena Revisited and Not Out of Africa.

Ahepans also elected a new slate of of-
ficers.

Steve A. Manta, 57, of Chicago, who
has served as supreme vice president the
past two years, won unanimous election as
AHEPA�s supreme president. He is a mem-
ber of Milo Chapter 348 in Chicago and is
the son of the late John L. Manta, who served
as AHEPA supreme president in 1956-57.

Other newly elected AHEPA family of-
ficers are Daughters of Penelope Grand
President Kiki Lorentzou Walker of
Kalamazoo, Mich.; Sons of  Pericles Su-
preme President  William Gahagan of
Daytona, Fla.; Maids of Athena Grand Presi-
dent Anna Kola of New York; and Canadian
President of AHEPA Anthony Mavromaras

of Agincourt, Ontario.
Among the highlights

of the convention were the
dedication of a multi-mil-
lion dollar local AHEPA
housing project, a �Hel-
lenic Expo� featuring
products and services
available to Greek Ameri-
can consumers and com-
panies, and a cultural ex-
position.

A delegation of
Ahepans from Australia
and New Zealand also at-
tended the Atlanta conven-
tion.

Archbishop Addresses AHEPA Convention

His Eminence
Archbishop

Spyridon meets
with Stephen

Ramey,
executive

director of the
International

Christian
Charities (IOCC)

at the
organization�s

headquarters in
Baltimore.

VISITS
IOCC
INTERNATIONAL
OFFICE

Cyprus� Church leader visits
Archbishop Chrysostomos of Cyprus speaks to the press during his visit to Archdiocese
headquarters on Sept. 8. He and His Eminence Archbishop Spyridon spent more than an
hour discussing issues facing the Cypriot church.               (Orthodox Observer photo)

Steve A. Manta
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Trustees Support His Eminence in Changes
Chryssavgis, acting dean of Holy Cross, pre-
sented status reports.

Bishop Isaiah, reporting on preparations
for the fall semester, said that he �will focus
on the administrative side of the school,�
and that the academic and the administra-
tive functions must be kept separate.

It was also reported that the Legal Com-
mittee is conducting a review of a recent
disciplinary matter at the school and will
present a complete report on that issue at
the next regular meeting of the trustees.

In relating his vision for the institution,
Archbishop Spyridon told the trustees that
�the school is the very backbone of our
Church,.�  And that the Church �depends
totally on this institution for its priests; even
more so today.� The Archbishop restated the
key point that academic freedom �requires
effective separation between the adminis-
tration and academic life.�

He explained that his new initiatives will
offer the faculty the opportunity to raise the
school�s academic standards to new heights.
�The higher the academic standards of our
school are, the better prepared our priests
will be,� said the Archbishop. �The Archdio-
cese must now take all those steps neces-
sary so that this institution may begin to re-
spond to the challenges of the new reality
with which she is now confronted with.� He
continued, �the Church must not only make
it possible for the school to attract more
candidates to the priesthood and thus pro-
vide for all those communities that have re-
mained without a priest, but it must also
create all those conditions necessary so that
our priests are prepared to adequately and
successfully deal with the innumerable
problems of missionary character that have
arisen in our communities.�

Bishop Isaiah, in his report, also an-
nounced three new faculty  appointments: the
Rev. Dr. Joachim Cotsonis as director of the
library, Dr. Brant Pelphrey as administrative
assistant and adjunct instructor at Hellenic
College, and Dr. Nektarios Papadopoulos as
visiting adjunct lecturer in New Testament.

Fr. Cotsonis currently is assistant bibli-
ographer at Dumbarton Oaks in Washington.
Dr. Pelphrey, now at the University of Den-
ver, has taught at various colleges and univer-
sities, and Dr. Papadopoulos, who speaks flu-
ent English, is a member of the Theological
School at the University of Athens.

The Very Rev. Fr. George Passias, Arch-
diocese chancellor,  discussed the role of
the Church in the governance of the schools.
He noted several past weaknesses that must
be addressed, including the enhancement
of the spiritual life of the student body. He
said that  �people on the outside and from

from page 1 within the school have been pleading with
the Archbishop for intervention.�

The Rev. Deacon Chryssavgis refuted
various rumors that the institution may be in
danger of losing its accreditation as a result
of the administrative changes at the school.

He emphasized there is no danger of
the accreditation being in jeopardy, which
he attributed to malicious misinformation
on the Internet. To the contrary, he said that
the New England Association of Colleges and
Schools and the Association of Theological
Schools, which was inquiring about the is-
sue, informed him that the question of the
loss of accreditation has never been raised
and that officials of both organizations ex-
pressed dismay over the rumors and incor-
rect statements being made.

Fr. Chryssavgis further added that the
Massachusetts Attorney General�s office,
which had received a complaint on the
changes from a Hellenic College-Holy Cross
staff member, told him �they will not get
involved because they see the issue as
clearly a church matter in a country where
church and state are separate.�

The acting dean also said that courses
at the school are being enriched, that a
patristic institute will be established and that
renown international Orthodox theologians
and scholars including Bishop Kallistos Ware
of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of Great
Britain and Thyateira, and a professor at
Oxford University, and Fr. Vasilios Gondi-
kakis, the abbot of the Iviron Monastery on
Mount Athos, will visit the school this year
to lecture.

In open and frank dialogue with all
members of the board, Archbishop Spyridon
reaffirmed that the recent decisions were
taken in order to raise the spiritual and aca-
demic standards at the institution.

The Archbishop emphasized his deep
desire that Hellenic College-Holy Cross take
its rightful place among the other Orthodox
theological institutions around the world.
The Archbishop again stressed that the aca-
demic life of the school must continue in
freedom, always aspiring to the highest aca-
demic standards.

His Eminence expressed the hope of  the
entire Board of Trustees to offer students
excellence in the academic and spiritual life
of the school and also charged the members
to take an active and creative role in the af-
fairs of the College and School of Theology.

Archbishop Spyridon and the board
members departed with a renewed spirit that
the College and School of Theology will con-
tinue as an accredited institution of higher
learning and as a graduate theological school
in dedication and commitment to the mis-
sion of the Church.

The Hellenic College-Holy Cross
School of Theology Board of Trustees con-
vened Aug. 16 in a special meeting at the
Archdiocese in New York City.

His Eminence Archbishop Spyridon of
America chaired the meeting which lasted
approximately six hours.

The Archbishop and the Board reaf-
firmed that the College and School of The-
ology will continue as an accredited insti-
tution of higher education and as a gradu-
ate theological school.

Trustees were reassured that the
institution�s accreditation has not been
jeopardized.

The Archbishop reaffirmed that he
wished for the Board to take an active role
in the affairs of the College and School of
Theology and to participate in the decision-
making process of the College and School,
consistent with the bylaws and regulations
of the School.

Communique from the HC-HC Board of Trustees
The Acting Dean, the Rev. Deacon Dr.

John Chryssavgis, briefed the board on
new academic appointments and the aca-
demic program for 1997-98

The Archbishop discussed the recent
events at the College and the School and
trustees offered extensive comments on
the situation to the Archbishop.

The Board noted that the Arch-
diocesan Council Legal Committee was
conducting a review of the disciplinary
matter and asked that a full report on that
matter be presented at the next regular
meeting of the Trustees.

The Trustees asked that the Greek Or-
thodox community be united as the new
academic year begins on Aug. 27, and that
everyone display responsibility by focus-
ing on the primary goal of the school: to
produce priests of spiritual maturity, mis-
sionary zeal and academic learning to
serve our people in America.

Text of His Eminence�s Statement at HC/HC
Trustees� Aug. 17 Meeting

...�We all know how important the
School is for our Church. It was defined as
the very backbone of the Church. And justly
so, for the Church depends totally on this
institution for her priests. Even more so to-
day, a period in which we are starting to
painfully experience the shortage of priests
and  can no more provide many communi-
ties with a celebrant and pastor.

�Therefore, it could be easily upheld
that today HC/HC has an even greater im-
portance for our Church, not as it is often
stated for her brighter future, but for her very
survival and existence.

�This said, it is clear that HC/HC  is of
extreme importance for the very existence
of our Church as lively and dynamic body
in our society. The Church that founded this
institution and that ever since has made it
possible for this institution to operate, must
now take all those steps necessary so that
this institution may begin to respond to the
challenges of the new reality with which she
is ever confronted with.

�And I will say even more. the Church
must not only make it possible for the School
to attack more candidates to the priesthood
and thus provide all those communities that
since years have remained without a priest,
but it must also create all those conditions
necessary so that our priests are prepared
to adequately and successfully deal with the
innumerable problems of missionary char-
acter that in the past have arisen in our com-
munities.

�It must also be stated that the higher
the academic standards at our school are,
the better prepared our priests will be. The
School must have the best professors that
can be found worldwide. The Church should
not spare any means to provide the School
with the best scholars of the Orthodox
world.

�And please note, that this cannot come

about but in an atmosphere of academic
freedom. But for this to come about, the
Church, who is responsible for the institu-
tion, must take all steps necessary so that
all this may be achieved in a  Christian and
spiritual atmosphere.

�For without basic Christian spiritual-
ity � as all understand � the institution
will never be able to attract the higher num-
bers of candidates to the priesthood, nor will
it be able to prepare the necessary mission-
minded priests that the vast majority of our
communities need today.

�Academic freedom can be ensured,
only be establishing an effective separation
between administration and academic life.
The administration exists exclusively in or-
der to provide the academia with all those
means necessary to accomplish the high
mission the Church has entrusted to it.

�High academic standards necessarily
go along with academic freedom. Academic
flourishing goes only with academic free-
dom.

�The Church must finally provide the
School with all those means necessary to
remain in steady contact with Orthodox re-
ality worldwide. HC/HC cannot accomplish
its mission by remaining isolated as if the
rest of the Orthodox Church did not exist,
for we are part of that world. If we could
remain intentionally isolated, this would be
contrary to our Orthodox ecclesiology and
our very being as Orthodox.

�To summarize, the Church needs an
ecclesiastical institution capable of attract-
ing larger numbers of candidates to the
priesthood, capable of training our priests
as best as possible, offering her the best
academic tools and preparation possible. All
this  on a sound spiritual   ground and in an
authentic ecclesiastical atmosphere, for ul-
timately, the priests are to serve the Church
and not some worldly institution.�

NEW YORK, N.Y.� Internationally ac-
claimed artists from Greece will join forces
in �The Concert of Hope� to raise funds for
the pediatric cancer program of the Greek
Children�s Fund at Memorial Sloan-
Kettering Cancer Center.

The concert will take place Saturday,
Oct. 4, at Madison Square Garden Arena.
Entertainers will include: Eleutheria Arva-
nitaki, George Dalaras, Alkinoos Ioannides,
Lakis Lazopoulos, and Vasilis Papacon-

Concert to Benefit Greek Children�s Fund

MEMBERS OF the delegation to the Ecumenical Patriarchate gather around his All Holiness
during one of the meetings. (N. Manginas photo)

stantinou.
These artists have sold-out concert ven-

ues worldwide including Athens, London,
Paris, Los Angeles, Sydney, Chicago,
Montreal, Toronto, and New York.

Fifteen years ago, Stanley Matthews
established the Fund that has helped nearly
5,000 families.  Programs which the Fund
supports provide Greek pediatric cancer
patients with housing and financial aid, and
psychological care.
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A little more than year ago at this time,
the Greek Orthodox of America received
with jubilation the news that the Metropoli-
tan of Italy, Spyridon, was elected by the
Holy Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarchate
as Archbishop of America.

After The First Year
An Expectation- a Promise- and a Challenge

By Fr. George Papaioannou, Th.D.

This writer remembers with nostalgia
the arrival of His Eminence on Sept.19 and
his enthronement on Sept 21, 1996.

It was the first time in the 75 years of
the Archdiocese that both archbishops, the
former and the new, were present for the
transition of authority.

The enthronement ceremony had all the
ingredients of a human drama with a touch
of the Divine.  The jubilation and the Byzan-
tine pageantry had helped raise the joy and
emotion of their highest level.  The new spiri-
tual leader had become the symbol and the
proclamation of a bright future for Greek
Orthodoxy in America.

For those in attendance at Holy Trinity
Archdiocesan Cathedral in New York on
Sept. 21, and the hundreds of thousands of
television viewers throughout the land, the
enthronement of Archbishop Spyridon will
remain an unforgettable event.

The transition from one leader to the
other, from the old to the new, from the
present to the future, from Iakovos to
Spyridon, was done with unprecedented
grace. A new beginning had just dawned for
the Greek Archdiocese of America.

If the jubilation, the emotional applause
at the enthronement was an indication of
the future of the new archbishop, his
chances for success were excellent. And in-
deed he was received by the people with
open arms and moreover he had the back-
ing and support of the ecumenical patriarch
who had promised to protect and support
his junior brother hierarch.

But things were not as rosy as they
seem to be on the surface. No transition of
leadership is easy, and the transition from
Iakovos to Spyridon has not been without
pain, obstacles and disappointments.

Being used to the style and other ways
of Archbishop Iakovos for 37 years, it has
not been easy for the clergy and laity to adapt
to the style and ways of Archbishop
Spyridon.  During the first six months of his
tenure Archbishop Spyridon observed and
studied the conditions of the Archdiocese,
visited the dioceses, consulted with the bish-
ops and lay leaders, appointed key mem-
bers of his staff and the new Archdiocesan
Council and tried to define the roles of the
various department heads and institutions.

In the second half of the first year, he
initiated the first major change in a most
central area of  the Church�s life: Hellenic
College-Holy Cross School of Theology.  It
had been recognized by all familiar with
Hellenic College Holy Cross that things were
not going well with that highest institution
of learning in the Hellenic Diaspora long
before Archbishop Spyridon came into the
picture.  There were divisions and infight-
ing, threats for legal suits, charges and
counter-charges that had demoralized both
the faculty and the student body.

When Spyridon took office he heard
cries for some significant changes in both
the administration and faculty. The arch-
bishop exercised extreme caution appeal-
ing to all for cooperation; nevertheless, the
power struggle continued.  Finally, after the
conclusion of the academic year, the arch-
bishop felt that it was time to initiate the
changes he had contemplated.

Those changes included the replace-
ment of the president and the deans of the
college, the School of Theology, and the re-
assignment of three priest-faculty members

to parish ministry. Believing that the school
needed episcopal presence and authority,
the archbishop appointed Bishop Isaiah of
Denver as  president.

There are those who have questioned
the archbishop�s solution to the problems
of Hellenic College Holy Cross. And there
are those who support him, believing that
his action was necessary to protect his ar-
chiepiscopal authority; the dignity of the
Archdiocese, and to ensure the future of the
school  upon which depends the future of
the Church in America.

It is hoped that Archbishop Spyridon
will come out of his first major crisis of his
young reign stronger in order to tackle and
resolve the other problems facing the Arch-
diocese.

Since May 17, 1922, when the Church
in America was proclaimed an Archdiocese
by Patriarch Meletios Metaxakis, the Greek
Orthodox Archdiocese of America  had
come a long way.  Not only has she served
her own faithful very effectively but has
helped advance the spirit of brotherhood
among all races, nationalities, and creeds in
the nation.  Her archbishops have provided
leadership and responded to the calls for
help whenever they heard cries of despair
at home and abroad.  Some of them have
been asked and given advice to presidents
when they were to make decisions that
would affect the peace of the country and
the whole world.

The children and the grandchildren of
the immigrant founders have progressed as
no other ethnic and religious group both in
the private sector and in the highest levels
of government.

Neither the Church, however, nor her
faith can rest on the achievements of the
past.  There is a need for a new vision, new
horizons, and a new beginning.

The need for a new beginning Arch-
bishop Spyridon saw when on the day after
his enthronement, officiating his first Divine
Liturgy in the Holy Trinity Cathedral in New
York, challenged everyone in attendance,
clergy and laity- especially the bishops- to
search together for a new beginning.

During that year that went by, since that
new beginning, the  Archbishop and the
bishops have had ample time to acquaint
themselves with each other, and study  the
problems facing the Church now  and in the
future. The time has come for them to be-
gin solving those problems in a responsible
and dignified manner.

The 1977 Charter provides that the
archbishop and bishops share the duties and
the rights in administering the Archdiocese
and its institutions.  There are some areas
that the Synod spirit and activity is needed
in solving the problems of the church.

First among these is the restructuring
of the Archdiocese and the granting of a new
charter by the Ecumenical Patriarchate that
will be mutually satisfactory to the hierar-
chy and preserve the unity of the Archdio-
cese.  The Church�s hierarchs should work
together in writing the charter, before it re-
ceives the seal of approval from the Ecu-
menical Patriarchate.

The second, equally important matter,
is the election and assignments of new bish-
ops to three Diocese of New Jersey, Atlanta,
and Detroit. The faithful clergy of those dio-
ceses deserve the spiritual leadership in the
persons of duly elected bishops.

A third problem that needs to be dealt
with extra care and attention, is the situa-
tion at Hellenic College Holy Cross. The situ-
ation that erupted in June will not be over-
come easily.  It is almost universally believed
that it was the result of accumulated prob-
lems for a long time. The situation is a

NEW YORK � Popular international
singer Nana Mouskouri will perform at a
benefit concert for world peace sponsored
by the Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarch-
ate  on Oct. 25 in honor of  Ecumenical Pa-
triarch Bartholomew.

According to information from Dr. An-
thony Limberakis, Ted Demetriou and Nick
Bouras, Archon concert committee members,
the event will enable the Archons to honor
His All Holiness in a befitting manner.

Among those expected to attend will

Nana Mouskouri to Highlight
Archons� Concert for Patriarch

A R C H D I O C E S E   N E W S

be UN Secretary General Kofi Annan, ecu-
menical spiritual leaders and diplomatic
corps members from Orthodox countries.

The event also will be Ms. Mouskouri�s
first television special in the U.S.

 A post concert reception and dinner is
also planned with news anchorman Ernie
Anastos serving as master of ceremonies.

For more information, contact the Or-
der of St. Andrew the Apostle at (212) 570-
3550, or Theodora Lee Corsell, executive
producer, at (212) 683-4653.See FIRST YEAR, on page 31

BALTIMORE � William Cardinal
Keeler, archbishop of Baltimore, His Emi-
nence Archbishop Spyridon, primate of the
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America,
and Mayor Kurt L. Schmoke, announced the
visit to Baltimore of Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew at an Aug. 12 press confer-
ence at the National Shrine of the Assump-
tion of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

Archbishop, Cardinal Announce
Patriarch�s Visit to Baltimore

 �The visit of His All Holiiness
Bartholomew to the U.S. will be a mission
of love; of fatherly love for the Orthodox
faithful under his spiritual care, and of broth-
erly love for the men and women in the ecu-
menical community, and in American soci-
ety in general,� Archbishop Spyridon said.
�How appropriate that his all Holiness
should proclaim his message in the won-
derful city of Baltimore where Roman Ca-
tholicism was first planted in America.�

Cardinal Keeler responded  that �the
Archdiocese of Baltimore is honored that the
Ecumenical Patriarch has accepted my invi-
tation to visit the Mother Cathedral of the

Catholic Church in the United States to pre-
side at a service and to preach a special
message for Roman Catholic Christians in
our nation....the Ecumenical Patriarch�s visit
will be a blessing for the Orthodox Chris-
tian and Catholic communities and all of us
in Baltimore.�

Through dialogue and visitations, Ecu-
menical Patriarch Bartholomew has greatly

advanced Orthodox relations with Roman
Catholics.

Archbishop Spyridon also has long and
direct contacts with the Roman Catholic
Church. He has acquired down-to-earth re-
alism in viewing inter-church relations, a fact
which contributed to his appointment in
1984 as executive secretary of the Inter-
Orthodox Commission for the Theological
Dialogue between the Orthodox and Roman
Catholic Churches.

The joint press conference opened with
a selection of music by the choir of the Greek
Orthodox Cathedral of the Annunciation,
directed by Georgia Tangires.

NANA MOUSKOURI
and members
of the Archon

Patriarchal
Concert Committee:
(standing from left)
Nicholas J. Bouras,

Theodore D.
Demetriou,
Anthony J.

Limberakis, M.D.;
and (seated)

George Veras.

ARCHBISHOP SPYRIDON announces the Ecumenical Patriarch�s visit at the press
conference.
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WASHINGTON -- AHEPA President Dr.
Spiro Macris and a delegation of the
organization�s national and regional leaders
made an extensive fact-finding visit in mid-
June to the Patriarchate, Greece and Cyprus.

The trip included meetings with Ecu-
menical Patriarch Bartholomew, U.S., Greek
and Cypriot government officials in Athens,
Constantinople, Thessaloniki, and Nicosia,
as well as a first-ever visit to Ankara for a
high-level meeting with a Turkish Foreign
Ministry official.

Dr. Macris� delegation included Daugh-
ters of Penelope President Dr. Joanne
Hologgitas, Vice President Steve Manta,
President for Canada Anthony Mavromaras,
Supreme Treasurer Michael  Papapanou,
Daughters Grand Gov. Nitsa Dariotis, Maids
of Athena President Sia Makris, former Hon-
orary Consul of Cyprus Dr. Nicholas
Matsakis, former District Governor George
Dariotis, Dr. James Selimos, Dr. Takey Crist,
Daughters of Penelope Executive Secretary

AHEPA Leadership Visits
Ecumenical Patriarchate

Helen Pappas, Theodora Matsakis, Mrs.
Tony Mavromaras, Georgia Macris, and
George  Savidis, director of AHEPA�s Office
of Public and Government Affairs in Wash-
ington.

In Constantinople, the full delegation
met several times with Patriarch
Bartholomew, and with   U.S. consular offi-
cials. Those officials attended some meet-
ings with the Patriarch.

Shortly afterward, both the U.S. Con-
sul General Carolyn Huggins and State De-
partment Southeast Europe Director Carey
Cavanaugh made their first visits to Halki
Seminary. The reopening of the seminary is
one of the major items on AHEPA�s foreign
policy agenda.

AHEPA will host the first official banquet
for His All Holiness on his upcoming visit to
the United States on Oct. 21 in Washington.

For information on ticket availability for
the gala, contact AHEPA at  202/232-6300
or fax 202/232-2140.

His All Holiness Patriarch Bartholomew meets with members of the AHEPA delegation
at the Halki School.

CONSTANTINOPLE (MPA) � Ecu-
menical Patriarch Bartholomew expressed
satisfaction over the Madrid agreement
signed by Greek Prime Minister Costas
Simitis and Turkish President Suleiman
Demirel in July.

In an interview with the newspaper
�Gumhurriyet,� His All Holiness emphasized
that he follows the positive developments
with great interest and expressed the wish
that they will bring about a lasting outcome.

Referring to the relations between
Greece and Turkey, Patriarch Bartholomew

Patriarch Applauds Madrid Agreement
stressed that instead of being in conflict it
would have been more reasonable and more
useful to maintain a creative cooperation as
neighbors.

Responding to a question on the num-
ber of Greeks living in Istanbul, he reminded
that until the 1960�s the Greek community
there numbered 130,000 members but now
it is estimated to be only about 3,000 to
4,000 people.

Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew also
reiterated the firm request for the reopen-
ing of the theology school in Halki.

YEREVAN (ANA) � Ecumenical Patri-
arch Bartholomew�s first historic visit to
Armenia in late July was seen by Armenian
officials as an expression of solidarity and
support from the Christian world.

Both religious and political leaders
stressed the historic importance of the Ecu-
menical Patriarch�s visit, the first such visit
by the leader of the Orthodox Church to the
small nation in the Caucasus since its inde-
pendence.

Patriarch Karekin I of Armenia pointed
out the brotherly and historical ties between
the Greek and Armenian nations. Armenian
President Levon Ter Petrosyan and Prime
Minister Robert Kostaryan expressed their
satisfaction at the visit, saying it was a source
of great moral support to rebuild the Arme-
nian nation.

His All Holiness� Visit to Armenia Extolled
Mr. Kostaryan also spoke of Armenia�s

willingness to restore  good relations with
all its neighboring countries.

Responding to the remarks by Armenian
officials, Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew
extended his love and admiration to the Ar-
menian people and said that  his visit also
aimed at launching another mission, �the re-
union of eastern Christianity.�

Patriarch Bartholomew along with Met-
ropolitans Chrysostomos of Ephesus and
Damaskinos of Switzerland, who are mem-
bers of the committee responsible for the
Istanbul-based Patriarchate�s dialogue with
eastern Christian churches, met with the
Armenian Church�s Holy Synod to prepare
a broad meeting next February, which is
expected to wind up discussion between the
Orthodox and Armenian Churches.

CONSTANTINOPLE, (ANA) � Ecu-
menical Patriarch Bartholomew met with
Bulgarian President Petar Stoyanov who was
on his official visit to Turkey in late July.

His All Holiness expressed his love for
the Bulgarian people and the hope that Bul-
garia becomes a member of the European

Ecumenical Patriarch Meets with Bulgarian President
Union and NATO.

He said he had followed closely the
recent visit by Mr. Stoyanov at Mt. Athos,
and his appreciation of a pledge by the Bul-
garian president to return a very valuable
manuscript stolen from the all-male monas-
tic community.

NEW  YORK � The national interfaith
cable network, Odyssey Channel, will air
nightly television updates highlighting the
first pastoral visit of His All Holiness, Ecu-
menical Patriarch Bartholomew.

These updates will include the daily
activities of the Ecumenical Patriarch begin-
ning with his arrival in Washington on Sun-
day, Oct. 19, through his departure from
Pittsburgh on Monday, Nov. 17. The updates
will run for 3 minutes each evening (time to
be determined).

The Odyssey Channel is available in
more than 28 million homes across the
country on over 1,500 cable systems and
through PrimeStar direct-to-home satellite

Odyssey Channel to Air Nightly Updates
Hightlighting His All Holiness�  U.S.Visit

Channel 84 and C-Band dish owners.
For more information contact your lo-

cal cable company or call Greek Orthodox
Telecommunications (GOTelecom) at 212-
570-3588.

These updates are produced by
GOTelecom, in cooperation with the Greek
Orthodox Archdiocese Department of Com-
munications.

GOTelecom, a non-profit educational
corporation, serves as the Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese�s television ministry and pro-
duces Greek Orthodox and Hellenic reli-
gious, cultural and educational television
programs for national and international dis-
tribution.

Patriarch Karekin I of Armenia and other church and state dignitaries accompany His All
Holiness through the center of an Armenian town.          (N. Manginas photo)

Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew ex-
pressed the hope that the current detante
in relations between the peoples of Greece
and Turkey would stabilize into a perma-
nent situation of peace and mutual trust.

The Patriarch was speaking during a tour
of villages on the eastern Aegean island of
Chios where he was given a rousing welcome
by the local inhabitants, government officials,
Chios authorities and church prelates.

The Patriarch, who is the guest of the
island�s Gum Mastic Growers� Association,
was greeted on arrival by Ministers of the
Aegean Elisabeth Papazoi and of Merchant
Marine Stavros Soumakis.

On arrival at the airport, the Patriarch
inspected a military contingent and was later
given the gold medal and the keys of the
city of Chios by the island�s mayor.

Later he officiated at a service in the
cathedral of Saints Minas, Victor and
Vicentius. He also visited the nearby islands
of Psara and Oinouses.

During the first official visit of a Patri-

ORTHODOX VIDEOS
f r o m  G O T E L E C O M

call: 1-800-888-6835

Ecumenical Patriarch Visits Chios
arch to Hios, Bartholomew also visited a
hospital on the island and was received at
the island�s historic monastery of Nea Moni,
built in the 11th century by Byzantine Em-
peror Constantine Monomachus.

His All Holiness also expressed a wish
that relations between Orthodox Christian-
ity and the Vatican be soon restored. He
added that he expects a delegation from the
Vatican to visit the Ecumenical Patriarchate
on November 30 - the day commemorating
the founding of the Church of Constan-
tinople by the Apostle Andreas .

It was the third visit by the Ecumenical
Patriarch to Greece since he assumed of-
fice in October 1992. However, he has only
visited those areas that come under the ju-
risdiction of the Ecumenical Patriarchate.

Athens Mayor Dimitris Avrampoulos,
who met with him on the island, extended
an invitation for the Patriarch to visit the
capital. He responded that he hoped he
would be able to do so �when conditions
are appropriate�.
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The Patriarchate at the Phanar 1600 to the Present
(Conclusion)

The second edifice of the West Group,
the Eugenideion is a neo-classical building
with a strictly symmetrical facade. Its base-
ment is part of the earlier building of the
ethnic treasury erected by Joachim during
his first patriarchy.

The first and second floors have the
same plan, with two rows of rooms on ei-
ther side of a central hall. The third floor,
composed of three rooms and a dining
room, constitutes the Patriarch�s living quar-
ters, with the vaulted Patriarchal
Parecclesion at the end towards the
Constantinian.

A two-storied structure joined the main
patriarchal building of Gregory V with the
Constantinian and sheltered auxiliary ser-
vices. Similar additions were occasionally
made to satisfy requirements for more
space.

Other examples are the room behind
the prothesis of the church, and the long
and narrow wooden structure extending
from the northwest corner of the church to
the east wall of the stepped external entrance
to the Patriarchate. To this day, this is used
as porter�s lodge and entrance to the
Women�s Gallery of the church, while a
room between them is reserved for the boil-
ing of the holy myrrh.

The additions made by Joachim III com-
pleted the patriarchal establishment, which
was now adequate for the requirements of
the Ecumenical Patriarchate.

Unfortunately, in September 1941 a
short circuit in the electrical installation
burned to the ground the four  buildings of
the Central Group and the wooden parts of
the Constantinian. Consequently, all the
services formally housed in these buildings
had to be relocated in the two edifices of
the West Group, which were filled to ca-
pacity.

These conditions prevailed till 1985,
when the reconstruction of the burnt-down
buildings became possible. Since they had
been characterized as scheduled buildings,
their exterior aspect had to be preserved.
Though this restriction did not apply to the
interior, it is quite evident that halls having
a historical significance should also be re-
constructed in the new buildings.

The architectural plans of the new Pa-
triarchate were drawn accordingly, with only
a few changes of a corrective nature. Since
the old buildings had been erected at differ-
ent periods, they presented certain aesthetic
discrepancies. Their roofs, for example, had
differences which spoiled the unity of the
buildings; also, the rows of windows in the
upper floors of the two contiguous edifices
of the central group were at a different level,
producing  an apparently unjustifiable inel-
egant effect.

The reconstruction also provided the
opportunity to remedy a basic error in the
renovation of the interior of the patriarchal
complex effected during the second patri-
archy  of Joachim III 1901-1902. In this reno-
vation use was made a different styles hav-
ing no relation to the traditional character
of the hall and rooms of the Patriarchate.

At present, the new Patriarchal House
has the exterior  aspect of the old one, with-
out its weak points, while in the interior of
the first edifice of the central group are re-
constructed and suitably decorated: on the
ground-floor, the Entrance, on the floor
above, the Hall of the Panagia and the Rooms
of the Prelates; on the uppermost story, the
Office of the Patriarch, the Throne Room
(Great Synodicon), the Hall of the Patriarchs,
the little  Synodicon, and the official Patriar-
chal Trapeza.

As before, the Great Protosyncellia is
located upon the seti, which corresponds

to the square before the church, and is
reached as in older days-by the exterior stair-
way joining the balcony of the second build-
ing of the central group to the side entrance
of the church narthex.

The third building of the group is also
similar to the old one, with the Cells of the
Clerics, each having its own basement to
which one descended through a trap-door.
In the new building these independent un-
derground rooms have now a corridor and
so another story has been added  with out
altering in any way the exterior appearance
of the edifice. This floor and the one above
it have been arranged into suites (sitting-
room, bedroom, bathroom) for the accom-
modation of the resident staff of the Patri-
archate. The third floor has been made into
a hostel, which has suites and rooms with
bath and private entrance like those found
in modern hotels.

The fourth building of the group has
only one story and has been especially
adapted for the accommodation of distin-
guished guests.

The new buildings, of course, were
given only externally the aspect of those that

had been destroyed by fire. Otherwise, they
are modern constructions built of reinforced
concrete-able to withstand earthquakes-with
a wood revetment on the outside. Two hy-
draulic lifts, double insulating panes and an
all-weather air-conditioning system have
been installed, while modern electric and
electronic devices provide a reliable system
of communications. A highly sensitive fire-
detection system protects the buildings
against fires.

In conclusion to this brief survey, it can
be said that the Ecumenical Patriarchate, like
any other living spiritual organization, has
gone through periods of splendor and also
through times of darkness.

The fact is that under all circumstances
it adapted the patriarchal establishment to
the spiritual requirements. The buildings
necessary for the administration were al-
ways given particular attention, which made
them both aesthetic and functional. This can
be noted in the first period of the
Patriarchate�s existence, when the two
groups of buildings were raised to the south
of Hagia Sophia, at either end of the great
church�s gallery, which also served as their

connecting link.
It is confirmed later, with the building

of the Macron, which completed the inde-
pendence of the Patriarchate�s administra-
tive services and harmonized the overall
aspect of the patriarchal complex to the Pa-
triarchal Cathedral-a harmonization indicat-
ing aesthetically the submission of the Pa-
triarchal House to the House of God.

Indeed, despite its imposing appear-
ance, rich decoration and art treasures, the
Patriarchate remained throughout the Byz-
antine era a monastery, the First Monastery
of the Empire-humbly leaning on the side of
the church of Hagia Sophia, the symbol of
the source of its strength.

This humility, on a smaller scale but not
less expressively suggested, is encountered
again at the Pammakaristos, where the pa-
triarchal group of cells embraces the church
of the Holy Virgin, shelter and fortress in
the Patriarchate�s new life.

At the Phanar as we have already seen,
the Patriarchate stands in the background
of its church, taking again second place to
exalt even more the House of God.

Beloved brethren and children in the Lord,

Our All-merciful and All-good God, Who created man from
that which was not, has desired that His beloved creation, who
is the king of creation � man � might enjoy the exceedingly
good created world, from the majestic symmetry of the heav-
enly firmament to the natural beauty of living things on land
and sea, the plant kingdom and, through the flux of such har-
monious variety, the formation of an earthly epiphany. There-
fore, through the divine vision of their inner realities and their
orchestrated balance, man is raised on high unto the consider-
ation of the wonder of the all-embracing and surpassing per-
fection of the divine Fashioner, and hence to love for and ado-
ration of Him, through which he is sanctified and becomes a
partaker of the divine blessedness, and for which he is des-
tined.

However, the enjoyment of earthly and heavenly bless-
ings is not granted to mankind without an underlying assump-
tion.  This enjoyment ought to be a consequence of volition
but even an act of their will.  Unto this end, commandments of
self-denial and self-control were given in Paradise to the first-
formed (Adam and Eve), that they should not eat of the desig-
nated fruit, as well as commandments of performing work,
i.e., to cultivate and keep the garden, in which they had been
placed. Moreover, there was a commandment to increase and
have dominion over the earth, with the certain understanding
of cultivating and keeping all the earth, as a greater extension
of the earthly paradise.

Surely this commandment concerns all of us who are the
successors of the first-formed humans, and aims not only, and
not principally, at the conservation of nature for its own sake,
but for the preservation of the habitation of mankind. For whose
sake creation itself was made � beautiful, fruitful, and over-
flowing with every purpose for the service and support of man-
kind, according to his destiny.

Unfortunately, the fall of the first-created and deteriora-
tion of their powers of will and brought about a substantial
change of their sensibilities towards both nature and their fel-
low man. Thus, we find ourselves today confronting behavior
in many people,  motivated by greed and extreme self-inter-
est, which is opposed to the natural environment.  The proof
of this situation is their indifference to natural beauty and the
natural biosphere, the very qualities which enable the life of
their fellow man.

In order to heighten the sensitivity of mankind to their
responsibility to preserve intact as much as is possible the natu-
ral environment for their own sake, we have designated the

MESSAGE OF HIS ALL HOLINESS ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH BARTHOLOMEW
ON THE DAY OF THE PROTECTION OF THE ENVIRONMENT

 (September 1, 1997)

First Day of September as a day of prayer for the environ-
ment.

Surely, the natural environment has value in and of itself,
but it engages a greater need to examine the connection it has
with the living human person, precisely because harm to the
environment affects more than nature itself, but also one�s
fellow man, whose life thereby becomes better or worse.

According to the Fathers, the �merciful heart� above all
aims at the kingdom of heaven and feels that it does not have
an abiding city here, but seeks one to come; therefore, it bears
no harm whatever to animals or plants, or even the lifeless
elements of nature.  It recognizes in them a relative value,
which God has given to them, as this results from Him Who
created them. All Christians should be animated by a similar
spirit. We do not confine our hopes and expectations to this
earth alone, neither can we abandon our quest for our com-
ing �politeia�, that is, the  heavenly kingdom; rather, knowing
the road leading from this world to Jerusalem on high, we
take care to observe the command which was from the begin-
ning, to keep safe and intact the created order for the sake of
ourselves and our fellow man. Such a reverence testifies not
only to a person�s sensitivities toward the natural creation of
God, but immediately witnesses to how such reverence influ-
ences their fellow man, which always ought to be Christian in
character.

Therefore, assessing that not all of our fellow men are
disposed with such a spirit, we now call upon the Lord on this
day and in a special way, that He might enlighten them to
avoid environmental harm and disasters.  We pray that He
might protect us by His long-suffering from our own nature
which rebels against us because of sin, and from natural ca-
tastrophes which are beyond man�s control

Therefore, let us pray and beseech from the temperate
and peaceful seasons, free from earthquake, flood, fire and
violent storms, hurricanes and natural disasters, and protected
from every force which is destructive to humankind, that we
may pass our lives in tranquillity and in thanksgiving glorify
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Giver of every good thing, Whose
grace be with you always.  Amen.

       September 1, 1997

Your beloved Brother in Christ

ÿ  B A R T H O L O M E W  I
Archbishop of Constantinople

and Ecumenical Patriarch
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EDITORIAL C O M M E N T A R Y
O P I N I O N S

L E T T E R SL E T T E R S

One Year Later

By Fr. Angelo Artemas

Only six months after two Delaware
teens, Brian Peterson and Amy Grossberg
dumped their newborn into a dumpster, New
Jersey teen Melissa Drexler slipped into the
bathroom while at her senior prom in early
June and gave birth to a 6-pound, 6-ounce boy
then promptly tossed him into a trash can.

A Potpourri of National Affairs

Once again, America reacted with
shock and surprise.

But the real surprise is that dozens, if
not hundreds, of newborns are murdered
and disposed of each year without anyone
taking notice. In Los Angeles County alone
last year, 10 newborns were left to die. Why?

In the hazy environment of legal abor-
tion and free contraception, these are but
the latest examples of exercising choice with-
out any notion of responsibility.

In an ironic twist, prior to the prom in-
cident, the National Bioethics Advisory Com-
mission advised President Clinton to pro-
pose legislation that would make it a federal
crime to clone humans. Ironically, the com-
mission also recommended that cloning
human cells for research should not be
banned, nor should the creation of human
embryos by cloning. In other words, it�s okay
to create human embryos through cloning,
but growing those embryos into full-grown
humans would be a federal crime.

What would happen to those embryos
after research is done? They would be prop-
erly �disposed� of. Sounds like abortion with
a twist  - purposely creating life for research
and then disposing of it.

Now consider some recent Supreme
Court decisions. Based on a minuscule re-
habilitation rate, the Court ruled 5-4 that
repeat sexual offenders can be locked up
for life. The real question now is whether

the states or the lawyers will convince local
justices that they shouldn�t.

The Court also ruled unanimously there
is no constitutional right to die, and upheld
state bans on assisted suicide. Proponents of
assisted suicide were beside themselves. The
Court also stressed the need for people in
pain to receive proper medical attention and
to be assisted in living. The ruling further
made it clear there is no constitutional right
to an abortion - that�s right - not in the Bill of
Rights or in any amendments or legislation.

In its 1973 Roe vs. Wade decision, the
High Court simply ruled that  the right to a
woman�s privacy outweighed the right of the
bundle of cells she was carrying inside of
her. Now that science and medicine can
sustain the life of a fetus as early as four
months, how much longer will it take the
court to realize the folly of the right to pri-
vacy over the right to life?

In a ruling on pornography on the
Internet, the Court said that sexually explicit
and vulgar material on the Internet is pro-
tected by the First Amendment. This should
come as no surprise. Speech in various forms
has always been protected. The Internet is
by far the fastest-growing medium for dis-
seminating information and exchanging
ideas.. Because of its international scope, it
cannot be controlled no matter how much a
government tries. This decision should serve
as one more reminder that parents must
raise and teach their children, and that if
something is not good for children, then it
must not be good for adults, either.

Finally, on July 4, NASA�s Pathfinder
spacecraft delivered the little six-wheeled, high-
tech roller skate known as Sojourner to a safe
landing on Mars. The only real surprise this
summer would be if one of its pictures shows
39 Nike-wearing Heaven�s Gate members.

One year ago this month, His Emi-
nence Archbishop Spyridon stepped off
the plane at Kennedy Airport in New York
and began what has become a remark-
able first year as head of the Church in
America.

In his enthronement speech, the
Archbishop called for a spirit of renewal
for the Archdiocese, in keeping with the
central message of  the resurrected
Christ, in order to grow and improve and
play a pivotal role in the Holy Orthodox
Church.

Since that speech, His Eminence has
labored tirelessly to help bring about that
renewal in the Archdiocese of America.

First of all, the Archbishop has insti-
tuted numerous changes in procedures
and in personnel at Archdiocese head-
quarters to help the various departments
better serve the faithful. He has estab-
lished a Department of Home Missions
to reach out to the unchurched and
lapsed Greek Orthodox Christians in this
country, and also placed new emphasis
on religious education and stewardship.

He has moved to change the direc-
tion and focus of institutions such as St.
Basil Academy and Hellenic College-Holy
Cross School of Theology; thus enabling
them to become educational facilities that
will provide a higher quality of education
to its students.

St. Basil Academy has the potential
to become the premier Greek language
institution in this country, as well as pro-
viding a steady source of trained staff for
church office and youth work.

Hellenic College-Holy Cross will be
able to soar to new academic heights with
the infusion of new faculty and visiting
scholars being attracted to the school,
and to attain a new much-needed spiri-
tual level.

All this hasn�t been easy. There have
been hurdles and obstacles the Arch-
bishop has had to overcome. Not every-
one has agreed with the changes taking
place. But there also are countless faith-
ful across the country who have wel-
comed the spirit of renewal initiated by
our new Archbishop.

His Eminence has visited more than
90 parishes in his ministry thus far, meet-
ing with thousands of faithful who have
expressed their love and support for His
Eminence and for the continued success
of his ministry.

In the years ahead, Archbishop
Spyridon no doubt will face even greater
challenges and hurdles. But he has dem-
onstrated over the past year that he is
willing to address or confront any chal-
lenge or problem head-on if it means
guiding the Church closer to becoming
what Christ expects Her to be.

Editor,
I read with interest the letter by Mr. Jim

Koulogeorge regarding Orthodox Unity.  I
strongly agree and I pray that this issue is a
priority of Archbishop Spyridon.  It seems
to me that having all the Orthodox Chris-
tians in America united under the Ecumeni-
cal Throne is both logical and will greatly
strengthen our voice and witness in America.

However, I sense something in this let-
ter and even more so when Orthodox Unity
is discussed amongst the faithful which con-
cerns me.  While I agree that it is not the
purpose of the Church to � . . . perpetuate
any language or ethnicity.�  It does not seem
to me that the two are necessarily mutually
exclusive.  In fact, I for one, as well as most
people I know, believe that Orthodox unity
does not presuppose a common language,
culture, or tradition with a small �T.�  We
must remember that through the Apostles,
the Holy Spirit enabled the message of Christ
to be taught and spread in a culturally di-
verse way.

In many other faiths (most notably the
Roman Catholic) there are situations where
a certain parish has members from a largely
Hispanic or Italian or Polish (etc.) back-
ground and therefore the life of the parish
reflects that reality.

The parish keeps certain language and
ethnic customs which are a part of the iden-
tity of the people.  No one seems to ques-
tion their dedication to their faith just be-
cause they choose to also perpetuate their
ethnic heritage with the assistance of the
Church.

It seems that many �progressive� indi-
viduals within the Orthodox Church seem
to express a feeling that if one chooses to
maintain a language or culture with the as-
sistance of the church that one is somehow
favoring their culture over their faith.

Christ certainly comes first, we must
first and foremost be dedicated, practicing
Orthodox Christians.  Is Christ reflected in
our words and deeds?  We propagate the

Church Unity

faith by which we worship or whether we
serve ethnic foods and have ethnic events.

The Church must one day (soon) be
unified.  But shame on us if we allow this to
stamp out the Hellenic, Russian, Serbian,
Bulgarian, Romanian, Arabic etc. and some
day, hopefully German, Polish, Italian, Afri-
can, etc. Unity, yes; uniformity, no.

Thomas N. Kanelos
Niles, Ill.

On non-believing Spouses

Editor,
Re: May 5 �Tell me Father� article on

marriage to non- Christians as well as the
�response to the response� of Fr.
Papaioannou on June 5.

In both cases, Fr. George�. . . appealed
for a return to the Church�s policy followed
during its first three centuries when believ-
ers married to non- believers remained as
inseparable part of the Church community,
and enjoyed all the rights, including the right
to receive communion.�

I would like to take issue with this con-
clusion.  In the first place, Fr. George seems
to have interpreted the subject Pauline pas-
sage (ICor. 7:12-16) out of its full context.
True, he did use a quotation from our Holy
Father St. John Chrysostom�s writings on this
passage; but he quoted it outside of the full
text and message.  Reading on a little fur-
ther in St. Chrysostom�s analysis, we find
this passage which clearly reveals what St.
Paul meant for us to understand :

�For the question is not about those
who have not yet come together, but about
those who are already joined.  He did not
say �If anyone wish to take a wife�, but �If
anyone has an unbelieving wife.� Which
means if any after marrying or being mar-
ried received the word of Godliness (i.e.
becomes baptized), and then the other party
which had continued in unbelief still yearns
for them to dwell together, let not the mar-
riage be broken off.� (NPNF Series I Volume
XII, p. 107)

This practice has not changed, even to
present day.  For example, if a married
couple are both of the Hindu religion, and
one of them becomes baptized into the Or-

thodox Faith while the other chooses to re-
main Hindu, the �newly illuminated� will -
to use the words of  Fr. George - �become a
part of the Church community,� even though
they can�t be married in the Church.

 Stephanos Ross
 Knoxville, Tenn.

Editor,
As a �PK� (priest�s kid) and a proud fa-

ther of three, I believe it is imperative today
to remember the eternal wisdom given to
us by our parents: �the tongue has not
bones, yet bones it breaks.�

I hope you will share this poem with
your readership in light of our Lord�s com-
mandment to �judge not lest ye be judged.�
Let us, as St. Paul exhorts, speak the truth in
love, but let us not gossip.

Fr. Alexander Karloutsos
New York

Let us not gossip

A Coincidence?

Editor,
During the week of June 13th, the

Southern Baptist Convention elected to ask
their members to boycott Walt Disney En-
terprises because of their bizarre and ob-
scene businesses.  Two weeks later, the
Disney Enterprises withdrew a controver-
sial album from their record outlets.  A na-
tional news reporter reported the withdrawal
was  not a consequence of the boycott.

The Baptists should be applauded. They
spoke the language that was understood!
Christendom at large can use the same lan-
guage to advertisers and other promoters
of obscene and violent materials and accom-
plish even greater results.

 Mike G. Haralamos
West Chester, Ohio

Remember Me
My name is Gossip,
I have no respect for Justice,
I maim without killing,
I break hearts and ruin lives
I am cunning and malicious
and gather strength with age.
The more I am quoted,
the more I am believed.
I flourish at every level of society.
My victims are helpless.
They cannot protect
themselves against me because
I have no name and no face.
To track me down is impossible.
The harder you try,
the more elusive I become.
I am nobody�s friend.

Once I tarnish a reputation,
it is never quite the same.
I topple governments
and wreck marriages,
I ruin careers, cause sleepless nights,
heartache and indigestion.
I spawn suspicion
and generate grief.
I make innocent people
cry in their pillows.
Even my name hisses.
I am called Gossip.
Office gossip,
Shop gossip,
Church gossip.
I make headlines and headaches.
Before you repeat a story
ask yourself, is it true?
Is it fair? Is it necessary?
If not � Shut Up.
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Tell Me Father

Q

A
By Fr. George Papaioannou

LETTERS

In researching for my re-
sponse to your question, I was
fascinated by the emphasis that
the Fathers of our precious faith
have placed on this belief that
man was created in God�s Im-

Do We  Look  Like God?
Father George,
I have been trying to deal

in a serious way with our reli-
gious beliefs.  I find them in-
teresting and fascinating.  I
hope you will be able to help

me understand one expression that I hear
all the time and I don�t know what is its
real meaning.  What does the expression:
Man is created in God�s image and like-
ness?  Does it mean that we look like God?

D.P.
Boston

age and the potential to reach God�s Like-
ness.

To begin with this teaching that man
was created in God�s Image and Likeness
originates in the first book of the Bible, Gen-
esis, and more specifically in the first chap-
ter that deals with creation.

From reading that part of the Bible we
learn that after God had created the world
he made man and set him to be a king over
His creation: �Then God said, �let us make
man in our image, after our likeness; and
let them have dominion over the fish of the
sea, and over the birds of the air, and over
the cattle, and over every creeping thing that
creeps upon the earth.  So God created man
in His own image, in the image of God he
created him; male and female he created
them�.   (Genesis I:26-27).

The way I understand these two su-
preme qualities of man �image� and �like-
ness,� is the way the Fathers understand it.

 Image conveys the meaning that at the
creation, man received from God, the Cre-
ator, the dignity of God�s Image.  Likeness
is explained by the Fathers as the potential
that man has, to become like God.

Every person, even in his worst moral
condition is endowed with God�s Image.  St.
Basil maintains that the fact that man is made
in God�s image makes him honorable be-
cause he has honor in his natural constitu-
tion.  �For, what other things on earth had
been made according to the image of God?
The power of understanding and recogniz-

ing their own Creator belongs to men�.  The
image is more specifically connected with
the highest aspect of man, with his spirit or
spiritual intellect, through which he attains
knowledge of God and union with Him.

�Fundamentally,� writes Kallistos Ware
in The Orthodox Way, �the image of God in
man denotes everything that distinguishes
man from the animals, that makes him in
the full and true sense a person � a moral
agent, capable of right and wrong, a spiri-
tual subject endowed with inward freedom.�

 This first highest attribute of man to
have been created in the image of God
opened him the way to higher things, the
way to human perfection that could culmi-
nate in the likeness of God � to  become a
little god.

Man�s journey to the likeness of God
was interrupted, rather derailed by his re-
bellion and disobedience to the will of God.
Man�s ancestors using one of the ingredi-
ents of the image of God in man � free will
� disobeyed God�s will and thus negated
the potential to reach the second and high-
est state, God�s Likeness.

It is exactly for this reason that Christ,
the Son of God enters man�s life, to restore
man�s past potential to God�s Likeness.

St. Gregory the Theologian marvels at
this mystery of Christ redeeming man from
corruption and restoring him and placing
him on a path that would lead to God�s Like-
ness:  �What is the mystery that is around
me?  I had a share in the image; I did not
keep it.  He (Christ) partakes of my flesh
that he may both save the image and make
the flesh immortal.  This is more godlike than
the former action, this is loftier in the eyes
of all men of understanding.�

 The way to Likeness is open again
through Christ. The Church pursues that
Mission of Christ which is to make people
become Christ-like or as St. Paul writes to
the Corinthians to make them �have the
Mind of Christ� which �speaks in them.� (I
Corinthians 2:16).

 As Christ is obedient to the Father so
must we be, who aspire to be partakers of
His Likeness.

What we need to take with us on the
journey to God�s Likeness are faith, hope,
and love, especially love because love is the
basic quality of God�s Likeness.  Because as
Christ�s most beloved disciple wrote:  �Be-
loved, let us love one another; for love is of
God, and he who loves is born of God and
knows God�. (I John 4:7).

Editor,
Until recently my mother had lived

alone in an apartment in Riverdale.  After a
long illness, however, her physical and men-
tal status deteriorated.  She became fright-
ened, forgetful and terribly lonely, and we
gradually realized that she could not live on
her own.  Going to live with one of her chil-
dren would not have improved her situa-
tion since we were all working.  Our best
efforts to get mom assistance were unsatis-
factory.  Costs for �Assisted Living� or �Adult
Residences� were prohibitive, and none of
the residences were mutually accessible to
all of us. We faced a serious dilemma.

Fortunately, we learned that St.
Michael�s had recently been expanded and
updated.  It�s no longer the drab little home
my mother used to visit as a member of St.
Spyridon�s Philoptochos.

My sister, my husband, and I arranged
to take mom on a tour of St. Michael�s.  Fr.
Andonis Paropoulos, St. Michael�s charm-
ing, energetic administrator, greeted us

Praise for St. Michael�s warmly.  Our tour revealed more than we
could have hoped for: airy, open, tastefully
furnished common areas, charmingly deco-
rated residents� rooms, a cheerful, lively
staff, the smell of delicious Greek food, and
an unmistakable feeling of live.

Last October mom became a member
of St. Michael�s family, and the change in
her is remarkable.  She hasn�t been this
happy in 10 years.  We visit her often�
mostly because we can never get her on the
phone!

I hope my family�s experience will help
dispel, for other Greek- Americans that face
this dilemma, the old Greek stigma attached
to institutional living,  Our generation can-
not take care of its elderly the way our par-
ents did.  Often, when people realize that
Mom is �in a home,� they give me a �how
could you have done that?� look�but my
family is not embarrassed that Mom is in
St. Michael�s.  On the contrary, we�re de-
lighted that she has this wonderful life,
where she is happy and cared for, and where
we love to visit her.

Electra K. Sklavos, Garden City, N.Y.

PAPAS STUDIO
advertisement

Thursday, OCTOBER 23RD

10:00PM GOYAL greets His All Holiness
at Laguardia Airport- Marine Air Terminal

Friday, OCTOBER 24TH

9:00 PM NY GOYAL hosts a dance for the young adults
Saturday, OCTOBER 25TH

5:00 PM Vespers at St. Demetrios Cathedral; Jamaica, NY
7:00 PM Nana Mouskouri Concert for Peace

Cathedral of St. John the Divine, 112th St. & Amsterdam Avenue, NYC
$40 p/person-Call 212-570-3547 for tkts.(limited seats available; section blocked off for YAL)
Sunday, OCTOBER 26TH

10:00 AM Patriarchal Divine Liturgy
at Madison Square Garden; NYC (GOYAL ushers needed)

Please send payment of $35 p/person by September 20 to:
Greek Orthodox Archdiocesan Y.A.L.,

8 East 79th Street, New York, NY 10021
for additional information, please call 212- 570-3547

Additional events in which the Young Adults are participating during the Patriarch�s visit include:

The Greek Orthodox Young Adult League
cordially invites you to a Breakfast

during His Historic Visit to the United States
on the Occasion of the 75th Anniversary

of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America

in honor of
His All Holiness Bartholomew

Archbishop of Constantinople, New Rome and Ecumenical Patriarch

Friday October 24, 1997
eight o� clock in the morning

Tavern on the Green, Central Park

For TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS call REX Travel  212-757-4255.
Hotel accommodations at Pennsylvania Hotel; 401 7th Avenue, New
York, NY; 800-223-8585; $149.00 Double occupancy; $139 Single
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KKKKKontos Fontos Fontos Fontos Fontos Foodsoodsoodsoodsoods  famous for its POCKETPOCKETPOCKETPOCKETPOCKET-LESS-LESS-LESS-LESS-LESS     PITPITPITPITPITAAAAA,
is proud to present its original products once again.

BOX 628, PATERSON, NJ 07544
 � Fax: (201) 278-7943

KONTOS FOODS, INC � EVRIPIDES KONTOS, President

F i l l o
K a t a i f i

Delicious, traditional products made

offered to Communities, Or-
ganizations, Church festi-
vals and all other functions.

SPECIAL DISCOUNTS

Courteous Service � WE SHIP EVERYWHERE in the US & CANADA

S p a n a k o p i t a
T y r o p i t a

with the highest quality ingredients

    (201) 278-2800

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

During the third round of the World
Heavy- Weight Boxing Championship on
June 28, Mike Tyson bit both ears of his op-
ponent Evander Holyfield!  Although Tyson
insists that he was retaliating for a head butt
inflicted by Holyfield that opened a gash
above his right eye, the referee ruled that
he had acted inappropriately.  Consequently,
in front of 16,000 bewildered fans at the
MGM Grand Hotel, Tyson was disqualified.

Instruction You Can Really Sink Your Teeth Into
Protecting the Ears of Faith

By Fr. Frank Marangos

�Bow down thine ear,
and hear the words of the wise,
and apply thine heart
unto my knowledge.�

Proverbs 22:17

For weeks since the horrifying episode
in Las Vegas, journalists and sports commen-
tators desperately tried to understand
Tyson�s crazed actions.

Teddy Atlas, Tyson�s former trainer in-
sisted that he had foreseen the possibility
of such an act.  �I know the nature of this
guy� he said.  �His whole life is a sham. . . a
lie.  When he knew he couldn�t win . . . he
simply tried to disqualify himself.  In the fi-
nal analysis,� Atlas insists, �Tyson�s actions
were caused by fear!�

Like Holyfield, the contemporary Greek
Orthodox Christian often finds himself in the
boxing ring of secular ideas.  While strug-
gling to maintain a healthy distance from the
powerful jabs of secularism, the sharp teeth
of relativism oftentimes sink deep into the
vulnerability of our ears.

Perhaps this is the reason why Holy
Scripture insists on the importance of using
our ears for listening to the voice of God.  If
we truly desire to prevail in such a danger-
ous intellectual arena then our ears should
be used for religious instruction.  Only by
empowering ourselves with spiritual wis-
dom and understanding can we dare to in-
tellectually confront the opponents of Or-
thodox Christianity.

Hearing and listening play an important
role in the educational agenda of the Or-
thodox Church.  Hearing that is truly listen-
ing, however, is difficult work.  Perhaps, it
may even be considered an art, a developed
or cultivated skill.  According to Proverbs,
�the heart of the prudent getteth knowledge:
and the ear of the wise seeketh knowledge�
(Prov. 18:15).

A primary task
Consequently, one of the primary tasks

of religious education is to train our ears how
to listen. . . how to �incline,� and as the scrip-
tural verse quoted above exhorts, �bow
down� to the liturgical, theological and sac-
ramental language of our Holy Apostolic
Tradition.

The quality of our worship is also re-
lated to the use of our ears.  Proverbs cau-
tions, �he that turneth away his ear from
hearing the law, even his prayer shall be an
abomination�(Proverbs 28:9).

If we then desire that our prayer life be
acceptable to God, we must couple it with
an appetite for learning about His precepts
and commandments.  As such, the time has
come for us to become liturgically mature.
We can no longer afford to merely attend
liturgical gatherings without understanding
what is being said or sung.  Rather, parishes
and families should seek to develop pro-
grams and educational opportunities
wherein they may prepare themselves to
conduct their worship services with under-
standing.  The benefits of such attentive li-
turgical listening would be manifold.

Encountering God
Mankind meets God in His Holy Word.

Although Moses did visually experience God

in the burning bush, the revelation was,
nonetheless, connected to the prophetic
realm.  Visions require interpretation. Or-
thodox Tradition unites seeing and hearing
in Her liturgical life.  Our readiness to hear
and accept the Word of God during the first
portion of the Holy Liturgy prepares the faith-
ful for the sacramental participation that fol-
lows.  Consequently, obedience is linked to
life while the unwillingness to hear results
in rebellion and spiritual death!

Attentive listening leads to holiness.
Numerous scriptural references can be cited
where the verb �to hear� is connected with
the need �to obey.�

The prophet Jeremiah, for example,
describes those who reject instruction as
those whose hearing has been �hardened.�
�They obey not, neither inclined their ear,
but made their neck stiff, that they might
not hear, nor receive instruction�(Jer 17:23).
As such, the ears of the faithful should be
associated with the act of hearing which
combines spiritual knowledge and obedi-
ence.

Hearing is believing
From what has been briefly observed

thus far it is apparent that religious educa-
tion, understood as our desire to hear, com-
prehend and obey God�s revelation, is of
paramount importance to the well- being of
our spiritual condition.  Was not Adam�s sin
his failure to hear and obey.  Was not the
Old Testament cataclysm of Israel a result
of their unwillingness to listen to God�s
word.  �They hear and hear,� Isaiah said,
�but they do not understand� (Isaiah 6:9).
Is not our own sin a result of our inability or
unwillingness to hear. . . to �give ear to� the
voice of Christ.  Essentially then, the educa-
tional ministry of the Orthodox Church is
nothing more than guiding the faithful to
interact with the Word of God. . . to an ad-
herence of what was said by Heavenly Voice
concerning Christ at His Transfiguration . . .
�Listen to Him!�

 In a similar fashion, a mature faith pre-
supposes using our ears for listening to the
words of God and as such, underscores the
need for preaching and teaching.  Unfortu-
nately, however, our liturgical ears have not
been attentive to such opportunities.  As a
result, ravaged by the cacophonous voices
of our rebellious society, many of us re-
semble the description given by the writer
of Proverbs who characterized the people
of his day as those who had �not obeyed
the voice of the teachers, nor inclined ear to
them that instructed� (Prov. 5:13).

The World Boxing Commission has
imposed a one- year suspension on Mike
Tyson for biting his opponent.  Although
many had called for a life- time expulsion, I
am certain that Tyson will, nonetheless, one
day return to confront Holyfield again.  More
than likely, the match will be characterized
as the �fight of the century.�  We Orthodox
Christians should look at the Tyson-Holyfield
fight as an allegory for our own spiritual
struggle.  Does not St.  Paul warn that �we
are wrestling not against flesh and blood. . .
but against spiritual wickedness� (Eph.
6:12)?  Like Tyson, secular society fears the
powerful punch of God�s wisdom that it
cowardly avoids the arena of honest discus-
sion.

The time has come to courageously
stand strong against the Tyson- like wisdom
of our age which arrogantly attempts to maul
our spiritual hearing.

Rev. Dr. Frank Marangos is director of
the Archdiocese Department of Religious
Education in Brookline, Mass.

PAPALOIZOS PUBLICATIONS

We accept VISA, MASTERCARD, PERSONAL CHECKS & MONEY ORDERS.
Card # ___________________________________________ Exp. date:___/ ____
SEND TO: (Street number, please. We ship UPS)      Check here for free catalogue   ¾
Name:______________________________________Phone:_________________
Address: __________________________________________________________
City:___________________________State:_____________Zip:_______________
WRITE TO: PAPALOIZOS PUBLICATIONS    Tel:(301) 593-0652
11720 Auth Lane, Silver Spring, MD.20902 Fax: (301) 681-3390
Also available Textbooks for Elementary School, grades 1-7, and auxiliary books.

BOOKS (Adult level) Price  Qty. Amount
Modern Greek, Part 1
Workbook for Modern Greek, part 1
Cassete tapes for part 1 (set of 8, in Album)
Modern Greek, Part II
Workbook  for Modern Greek, Part II
Cassette tapes for Part II (set of 6)
Grammar of Modern Greek, with workbook
333 Greek Verbs, fully conjugated, 400 pp.
Learning Greek through Conversation
Cassette tepes for Learning Greek (set of 8)
3400 Greek Words flash cards (spiral bound)
Basic Greek Conversation
Cassette tapes for Basic Greek (set of 6)

                       SUBTOTAL
Postage $4.00 first set, 0.25 each additional book

TOTAL

12.00
5.00

30.00
12.00
5.00

26.00
12.00
15.00
12.00
30.00
12.00
8.00

24.00

We have been teaching Americans Greek since 1957!

L e a r n  G r e e k
T h e  E a s y  W a y

NEW PHILOPTOCHOS BOARD
Archbishop Spyridon recently held a paraklesis and swearing-in ceremony for new
members of the New York-New Jersey Diocese Philoptochos Board at Archdiocese
headquarters.               (Orthodox Observer photo)

PHILOPTOCHOS
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BALAMAND, Lebanon (SYNDESMOS) �
Patriarch Ignatios IV of Antioch and All the
East and several bishops hosted a 5-day con-
ference on, �The Life and Witness of the
Orthodox Church: Toward a Prospective
Reflection.� The conference was held at the
Institute of Theology of the University of
Balamand in mid-July .

The nearly 30 participants included
clergy, theologians and laypersons from 10
countries in Europe and the US.

The various papers and discussions that
were presented allowed participants to take
stock of Orthodoxy�s situation on the thresh-
old of the third millennium, of its internal
problems, and of the challenges to be met
in a rapidly-changing and secular world.

The participants emphasized the urgent
need for a common reflection to find an-
swers as the One, Holy, Catholic and Apos-
tolic Church. To look at the identity of the
Orthodox Church and its ability to dialogue
with other religions and Christian confes-
sions.

Also, Christians were urged to rethink
their relationship to the secularized, plural-
ist and global culture of today and to enrich
it from within. Ethical issues which could
challenge the very destiny of mankind - ge-
netic manipulation, reproduction in vitro,
AIDS, etc. - were discussed, in addition to
the consequences of the globalization of the
economy (unemployment, exclusion, etc.),
the destruction of the environment, and
other burning questions for Orthodox the-
ology.

International Conference
on Orthodoxy En Route
to the Third Millenium

BOSNIA (RNS) � Leaders of Bosnia�s
Islamic, Orthodox, Roman Catholic and
Jewish communities issued an unprec-
edented �Statement of Shared Moral  Com-
mitment� last month aimed at building a
durable peace and easing the religious hos-
tilities that fueled the Balkan conflict.

They jointly condemned acts of hatred
based on ethnicity and expressed special
concern at the burning of houses of wor-
ship, the desecration of religious buildings
and the vandalism and destruction of grave-
yards.  They also upheld the right of
Bosnian refugees, uprooted during the civil
war that accompanied the breakup of the
former Yugoslavia, to return to their homes
and condemned �acts of revenge� stem-
ming from the ethnic conflicts during the
war.

Bosnia has approximately 1 million
Muslims, 700,000 Orthodox, 190,000 Ro-
man Catholics, and 1,000 Jews.

Religious Leaders Issue
Joint Statement

ATHENS (ANA) � Patriarch of Alexan-
dria and All Africa Petros VII met with govern-
ment and Church officials last month during
his first visit to Greece since his enthronement.

Patriarch Petros spoke extensively about
the difficulty of expanding the Orthodox
Church�s activities in Africa, especially due
to shortages in staffing and funding.

�Our first and basic problem,� he said,
�is not just staffing our center in Alexandria
and Cairo, but other areas of our jurisdiction
in Africa with competent priests.�

The Alexandria Patriarchate has 350
priests working under its jurisdiction, with
250 of whom are native Africans and the rest
Arabic-speaking Greek nationals. He ex-
plained the need for at least 20 more priests
in Church centers throughout Africa, while
more staff is needed for the headquarters of
the Orthodox Church in Alexandria. �As we
are now, services in Alexandria and other

Patriarch Petros� Concerns for His
Church�s African Mission

metropolitan centers cannot operate at all,�
he noted. The Orthodox Church started its
missionary activities much later than the
Catholic and Protestant faiths, and had a lot
of ground to cover still, he said.

A continuous problem is the serious
need for funding its ministries and all of the
activities, which have to rely on parishes from
other parts of the world for sustenance.

Patriarch Petros praised the efforts of
laypersons who serve the African Church by
volunteering their services as teachers, phy-
sicians, builders, architects, and nurses.
�They help us spread the voice of Orthodoxy
throughout Africa, to people who have never
heard of Christ, who are dying from hunger
and sicknesses, where there are no schools.
That�s where we reach, trying to relieve
them,� he explained.

He added that his requests were met
with approval from Greek officials.

NICOSIA,  Cyprus (CNA) � The Church
of Cyprus has filed a lawsuit against Dutch
icon seller, Robert Roozemond, for selling
religious relics from a Greek Orthodox church
in the Turkish occupied part of Cyprus to the
Kanazawa College of Art in Japan.

The Church is suing Roozemond for
acting in such a way as to endanger the
ownership rights of the Church of Cyprus.

He is said to have acquired and sold
the Royal Doors from the church of Aghios
Anastasios, in the Peristerona village of the
Famagusta district.

Roozemond had initially contacted the
Republic�s Honorary Consul of Cyprus in
the Hague requesting information about
certain icons from Cyprus, including the
Royal Doors of Peristerona.

In 1990, he sent a letter to the head of
the then Department of Antiquities asking

Church of Cyprus Sues Dutch Icon Dealer
him to confirm that 20 photographs of icons
from the occupied areas were genuine.

Nothing further was heard or learnt
about the depicted icons until the Royal
Doors of Peristerona church emerged in the
possession of the Kanazawa College of Art
in Japan.

The primate of the Church of Cyprus,
Archbishop Chrysostomos, has been kept
fully informed about the affair.

This is not the first time the Church of
Cyprus embarks on a legal process to repa-
triate stolen religious relics plundered from
the island�s occupied territory.

In 1990, a U.S. District Court in Indi-
ana ordered an American art dealer, Peg
Goldberg, to return a sixth century A.D. large
mosaic, depicting four Byzantine mosaics,
to their legal owner, the Autocephalous
Church of Cyprus.

MOSCOW � Sainthood should not be
bestowed on Russia�s last czar, who was
killed by the Bolsheviks after the Russian
Revolution, the head of the Russian Ortho-
dox Church said last month.

Patriarch Alexy II echoed earlier reso-
lutions by Russian Orthodox religious lead-
ers, saying that Czar Nicholas II and his fam-
ily did not deserve that honor because of
the way they ruled the country and led the
church before being executed in 1918.

�His life, his actions...the first Russian
revolution, abdication � all of this is re-
garded by the church and society in an am-
bivalent way,�� Alexy II was quoted by the
Interfax news agency as saying.

But he said Nicholas II and his family
may qualify for a special category known as
�passion sufferers�� � people who endure

Moscow Patriarch Advises
Against Canonization of Czar

terrible deaths with grace.
�We do not consider it possible to can-

onize Nicholas II as it was proposed by some
religious and public figures in Russia,�� the
patriarch said.

Sainthood for the czar has been seen
as a way for the nation to atone for the ex-
cesses of the Russian Revolution and the
Communist regimes it brought to power.

But canonization of Nicholas II has also
been promoted by Russian monarchists and
chauvinists, causes from which the Russian
Orthodox Church has sought to distance itself.

Alexy II said that the question of saint-
hood for the czar will be reviewed by the
Church�s Local Council, scheduled to con-
vene in 2000.

In the meantime, the Russian govern-
ment has rejected the idea of granting offi-
cial status to the Romanov family which
ruled the country as an all-powerful dynasty
between 1613 and 1917.

According to a Reuters dispatch, the
Kremlin denied that it was considering any
such step but the family insists on talks
granting them a special status to allow the
16-year-old Grand Prince Georgy to live in
Russia and attend a naval college once he
finishes school.

Officials from the Russian Nobility As-
sembly, whose members claim descent
from the czarist ruling class, were to hold
an oath-taking ceremony in Kostroma, an
ancient city 200 miles north of Moscow.

TIRANA, Albania � Archbishop
Anastasios of Tirana and All Albania working
with Diaconia Agapes, the social and devel-
opment office of the Orthodox Autocephalous
Church of Albania, successfully completed
an intensive Emergency Food Assistance Pro-
gram in partnership with the ACT Network
of the World Council of Churches and Inter-
national Orthodox Christian Charities of
North America. Within two and a half months,
the partnership delivered 12.5 kilo family food
parcels to 15,164 �vulnerable families� af-
fected by the ongoing civil crisis throughout
ten regions in Albania.

Orthodox Church Assists
More Than 15,000
Families with Food Aid

ST. PETERSBURG (RFE/RL) � A direc-
tor of a Russian human rights organization
and his group found a mass grave of per-
haps as many as 9,000 Gulag victims in
Russia�s far north Karelian Republic on the
Finnish border.

Some 1,111 intellectuals disappeared
mysteriously in the 1930�s from the
Solovetsky Special Purpose Camp in a
former Russian Orthodox monastery that
was transformed in 1923 into one of the first
Gulag camps.

The group plans to erect a monument
and create a memorial cemetery at the site.

Gulag Mass Grave Discovered

ALEXANDRIA, Egypt � A major exhibi-
tion of Byzantine-era icons from the famed
Monastery of St. Catherine in the Sinai will
be displayed in Greece this September, fol-
lowing a verbal agreement last month be-
tween visiting Foreign Under-secretary
Yiannos Kranidiotis and Egyptian officials.

The exhibition is scheduled to be inau-
gurated at the Byzantine Museum of Ath-
ens on Sept. 19. The icons are part of �The
Glory of Byzantium� exhibition, which ended
recently at the Metropolitan Museum of Art
in New York.

The Monastery of St. Catherine pos-
sesses rare manuscripts and icons dated from
the reign of Byzantine Emperor Justinian.

Mt. Sinai Rare Icon
Exhibition in Greece

JERUSALEM (CNN) � The declining
number of Christians in the Holy Land are
facing yet another threat by militant Jews
and Israelis who are trying to force them
from seeking converts in the country.

This comes in the form of a newly pro-
posed law that would allow authorities to
jail anyone who shares Christian literature.
The proposed legislation is aimed at those
who possess, print, reproduce, distribute,
import, track or publicize information meant
as a spur to religious conversion.

Orthodox Jews already visited a small
Christian bookstore to harass customers,
and there are fears that if the proposed anti-
missionary law passes, militants might try
to close the shop.

The legislation has cleared its first par-
liamentary hurdle. Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu strongly opposes it, but some
believe it could pass over his objections.

Proposed Israeli Law
Bans Christian Missionaries

CHANIA, Crete (ANA) � Women theo-
logians from all over Europe met in Crete
last month for the 7th international confer-
ence of the European Society of Women in
Theological Research (ESWTR) to discuss
new approaches in feminist theology.

More than 200 women theologians
from almost all European countries dis-
cussed the theme of �Source and Resources
of Feminist Theologies.�

Thirty Greek Orthodox, 50 delegates
from eastern Europe, and three Moslem theo-
logians as well as observers from Palestine,

Women Theologians Meet in Crete
India, Tunisia and the United States attended
the conference at the Orthodox Academy at
Kolymbari in Chania, Aug. 17-21.

Keynote speakers included Old Testa-
ment scholar Silvia Schroer (Switzerland),
Kyriaki Karidojannis-Fitzgerald (Greece),
Joan Martin (U.S.), Letizia Tommassone
(Italy), and Ulrike Bechmann (Germany).

The ESWTR was set up in 1985 by emi-
nent women theologians to address the
need for networking, support and interna-
tional exchanges in women�s theological
studies.
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GREEK VIDEO RECORDS & TAPES
25-50 31st STREET, ASTORIA NY 11102 � FAX: 718-932-4911

TEL: 718-932-8400 - CALL FREE: 800-473-3522

GREEK MUSIC & VIDEO SUPERSTORE
25-50 31st  STREET, ASTORIA

CONSIGMENTS FOR CHURCH
FESTIVALS - PLEASE CALL

VIDEO CONVERSIONS
After much demand, we are adding  one
more service to our customers. We convert
videos from the Greek system (PAL-SECAM)
to the American (NTSC) and vice versa.
Your order will be done by professional
quality digital converter, with improved pic-
ture and sound quality, at new low-low
prices.

NEW
LOW

PRICE
SATELLITE DISH

$199
1/2-2 hours - ONLY $25.00

up to 4 hours - ONLY $40.00

plus $6.00 for S&H

ANTENNA

ADVERTISEMENT

 NEW 1997 FALL CATALOG

XÁÑÅÉÔÅ ÔÏ ÖÈÉÍÏÐÙÑÏ ÌÅ ÅËËÇÍÉÊÇXÁÑÅÉÔÅ ÔÏ ÖÈÉÍÏÐÙÑÏ ÌÅ ÅËËÇÍÉÊÇXÁÑÅÉÔÅ ÔÏ ÖÈÉÍÏÐÙÑÏ ÌÅ ÅËËÇÍÉÊÇXÁÑÅÉÔÅ ÔÏ ÖÈÉÍÏÐÙÑÏ ÌÅ ÅËËÇÍÉÊÇXÁÑÅÉÔÅ ÔÏ ÖÈÉÍÏÐÙÑÏ ÌÅ ÅËËÇÍÉÊÇ ÌÏÕÓÉÊÇ ÌÏÕÓÉÊÇ ÌÏÕÓÉÊÇ ÌÏÕÓÉÊÇ ÌÏÕÓÉÊÇ

When in New York, visit our music
Superstore, with 6,000 ft of showroom,
where you will find any Greek Cassette,
Compact Disc or Video on the Market. You
may find all Greek music and Video at unbe-
lievably low prices. Our prices are lower
than what music sells in Greece.

DIM. KONTOLAZOSDIM. KONTOLAZOSDIM. KONTOLAZOSDIM. KONTOLAZOSDIM. KONTOLAZOS
ZITAS KE RESTA
CD (Single): $11.98

HRISTINAHRISTINAHRISTINAHRISTINAHRISTINA
FARMAKIFARMAKIFARMAKIFARMAKIFARMAKI

NA SE XEPERASO DEN BORO
CD (Single): $11.98

GIOR. MAZONAKISGIOR. MAZONAKISGIOR. MAZONAKISGIOR. MAZONAKISGIOR. MAZONAKIS
TO LOUKETO

CD (Single): $14.98

SAKIS ROUVASSAKIS ROUVASSAKIS ROUVASSAKIS ROUVASSAKIS ROUVAS
AFISTE TIN / TORA ARHIZOUN

CD (Single): $13.98

ÍÅÅÓ ÌÏÕÓÉÊÅÓ ÊÕÊËÏÖÏÑÉÅÓ - NEW MUSIC RELEASESÍÅÅÓ ÌÏÕÓÉÊÅÓ ÊÕÊËÏÖÏÑÉÅÓ - NEW MUSIC RELEASESÍÅÅÓ ÌÏÕÓÉÊÅÓ ÊÕÊËÏÖÏÑÉÅÓ - NEW MUSIC RELEASESÍÅÅÓ ÌÏÕÓÉÊÅÓ ÊÕÊËÏÖÏÑÉÅÓ - NEW MUSIC RELEASESÍÅÅÓ ÌÏÕÓÉÊÅÓ ÊÕÊËÏÖÏÑÉÅÓ - NEW MUSIC RELEASES

Our BIGGEST
CLEARANCE
SALE ever - in
this catalog
� Over 190 CD� Over 190 CD� Over 190 CD� Over 190 CD� Over 190 CD's's's's's
for as low as $5.98for as low as $5.98for as low as $5.98for as low as $5.98for as low as $5.98
� Over 250 C� Over 250 C� Over 250 C� Over 250 C� Over 250 Cassettesassettesassettesassettesassettes
as low as $3as low as $3as low as $3as low as $3as low as $3.98.98.98.98.98
� Over 100 C� Over 100 C� Over 100 C� Over 100 C� Over 100 Cassettes as lowassettes as lowassettes as lowassettes as lowassettes as low
as 50¢ yesas 50¢ yesas 50¢ yesas 50¢ yesas 50¢ yes, 50 cents, 50 cents, 50 cents, 50 cents, 50 cents
� Over 190 V� Over 190 V� Over 190 V� Over 190 V� Over 190 Videosideosideosideosideos
as low as $6as low as $6as low as $6as low as $6as low as $6.70.70.70.70.70

FREE

UPON

RE-

QUEST

�Over 4000 CD selections
�Over 4000 Cass selections
�Over 1000 Video selections

ASK FOR IT
Æçôåßóôå ôï ÃåíéêüÆçôåßóôå ôï ÃåíéêüÆçôåßóôå ôï ÃåíéêüÆçôåßóôå ôï ÃåíéêüÆçôåßóôå ôï Ãåíéêü
ìáò ÊáôÜëïãï ãéá ôïìáò ÊáôÜëïãï ãéá ôïìáò ÊáôÜëïãï ãéá ôïìáò ÊáôÜëïãï ãéá ôïìáò ÊáôÜëïãï ãéá ôï
1997. 160 óåëßäåò1997. 160 óåëßäåò1997. 160 óåëßäåò1997. 160 óåëßäåò1997. 160 óåëßäåò
ãåìÜôåò áðü üëç ôçãåìÜôåò áðü üëç ôçãåìÜôåò áðü üëç ôçãåìÜôåò áðü üëç ôçãåìÜôåò áðü üëç ôç
ÅëëçíéêÞ ìïõóéêÞ êáéÅëëçíéêÞ ìïõóéêÞ êáéÅëëçíéêÞ ìïõóéêÞ êáéÅëëçíéêÞ ìïõóéêÞ êáéÅëëçíéêÞ ìïõóéêÞ êáé
âßíôåï ðïõ õðÜñ÷åéâßíôåï ðïõ õðÜñ÷åéâßíôåï ðïõ õðÜñ÷åéâßíôåï ðïõ õðÜñ÷åéâßíôåï ðïõ õðÜñ÷åé
óôçí áãïñÜ.óôçí áãïñÜ.óôçí áãïñÜ.óôçí áãïñÜ.óôçí áãïñÜ.

FOR
MORE
INFO
PLEASE
CALL
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ÅÑÅÂÁÍ.� Ôçí ðñþôç åðßóçìç åðß-
óêåøç Ïéêïõìåíéêïý ÐáôñéÜñ÷ç óôçí
Áñìåíßá ðñáãìáôïðïßçóå óôá ôÝëç
Éïõëßïõ ï Ïéêïõìåíéêüò ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò ê.
Âáñèïëïìáßïò, ãåãïíüò ðïõ ÷áñáêôç-
ñßóôçêå ùò êïñõöáßá ðñÜîç áëëçëåããýçò
êáé åíßó÷õóçò ôïõ ÷ñéóôéáíéêïý êüóìïõ.

ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò ôùí Áñìåíßùí Êáñåêßí ï
Á´ ôüíéæå óå êÜèå åõêáéñßá ôïí éóôïñéêü
÷áñáêôÞñá ôçò åðßóêåøçò ôïõ Ðáíáãéï-
ôÜôïõ, åíþ ôï ßäéï ìÞíõìá åðáíáëÜìâáíå
ìå éêáíïðïßçóç êáé ï ðïëéôéêüò êüóìïò ôçò
Äçìïêñáôßáò ôçò Áñìåíßáò ðïõ õðïäÝ-
÷ôçêå ìå éäéáßôåñåò ôéìÝò ôïí Ïéêïõìåíéêü
ÐáôñéÜñ÷ç.

O ðñüåäñïò ôçò ÷þñáò, ï ðñùèõ-
ðïõñãüò, ï ðñüåäñïò ôçò ÂïõëÞò, üëïé
äÝ÷ôçêáí ôçí åðßóêåøç ôïõ ðñïêáèç-
ìÝíïõ ôçò Oñèïäïîßáò ùò åõêáéñßá íá
óôçñßîïõí ôéò ìåãÜëåò ðñïóðÜèåéåò
áíáãÝííçóçò ôïõ áñìåíéêïý êñÜôïõò, ðïõ
áíôéìåôùðßæïõí ìåãÜëåò äõóêïëßåò áðü
ôçí ðñï ðåíôáåôßáò áíåîáñôçôïðïßçóç
ôçò ÷þñáò êáé ôçí åãêáèßäñõóç äçìïêñá-
ôéêïý êáèåóôþôïò.

ÉóôïñéêÞ Ðáôñéáñ÷éêÞ
åðßóêåøç óôçí Áñìåíßá

ÍÅÁ ÕÏÑÊÇ.� Ï Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò
ÁìåñéêÞò ê. Óðõñßäùí, ç ÉåñÜ Åðáñ÷éáêÞ
Óýíïäïò êáé ç ÅêôåëåóôéêÞ ÅðéôñïðÞ ôïõ
Áñ÷éåðéóêïðéêïý Óõìâïõëßïõ ðñáãìá-
ôïðïßçóáí ôñéÞìåñï ôáîßäé óôï ÖáíÜñé
áðü ôéò 30 Áõãïýóôïõ Ýùò 1 Óåðôåìâñßïõ,
ìåôÜ áðü ðñüóêëçóç ôïõ Ïéêïõìåíéêïý
ÐáôñéÜñ÷ç ê. Âáñèïëïìáßïõ.

Óôéò óõíáíôÞóåéò ðïõ åß÷áí ìå ôïí
ðñïêáèÞìåíï ôçò Ïñèïäïîßáò óõæÞôçóáí
ôéò ëåðôïìÝñåéåò ãéá ôç åðéêåßìåíç
åðßóêåøç ôïõ ÐáíáãéïôÜôïõ óôéò Çíù-
ìÝíåò Ðïëéôåßåò êáé óõãêåêñéìÝíá ôï
ðñüãñáììá ôçò åêôåôáìÝíçò ðåñéïäåßáò
ôïõ, êáèþò êáé Üëëá èÝìáôá ôçò Åêêëç-
óßáò. Ï Óåâáóìéüôáôïò, åîÝöñáóå ôçí
áãÜðç ôïõ ðïéìíßïõ ôïõ ðñïò ôï ðñü-
óùðï ôïõ ðíåõìáôéêïý çãÝôç ôçò Åëëç-
íïñèüäïîçò Åêêëçóßáò êáé ôïí åíèïõ-
óéáóìü ãéá ôï ôáîßäé ôïõ Ïéêïõìåíéêïý
ÐáôñéÜñ÷ç óôéò ÇÐÁ. Ôï ãåíéêü ìÞíõìá
ðïõ áðåêüìéóáí ôá ìÝëç ôçò Áñ÷éåðé-
óêïðéêÞò áðïóôïëÞò áðü ôéò óõíáíôÞóåéò
ôïõò ìå ôïí ÐáôñéÜñ÷ç ê. Âáñèïëïìáßï,
Þôáí ç ïëïêëçñùôéêÞ õðïóôÞñéîç óôéò
ðñïóðÜèåéåò ãéá åíüôçôá êáé äéåýñõíóç
ôçò Åëëçíïñèüäïîçò Åêêëçóßáò óôçí
ÁìåñéêÞ.

Ôçí ôåëåõôáßá çìÝñá ôçò åðßóêåøçò,
ç Áñ÷éåðéóêïðéêÞ áðïóôïëÞ ðáñÝóôç óôç
Èåßá Ëåéôïõñãßá ôçò Éíäßêôïõ, ôçò áñ÷Þò
ôïõ åêêëçóéáóôéêïý Ýôïõò, óôïí Ðáôñéáñ-
÷éêü Êáèåäñéêü Éåñü Íáü ôïõ Áãßïõ
Ãåùñãßïõ.

«Åßìáé éêáíïðïéçìÝíïò» äÞëùóå ï
Ïéêïõìåíéêüò ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò, «áðü ôéò
óõíáíôÞóåéò ìáò. Ïé óõæçôÞóåéò ìáò Þôáí
ðáñáãùãéêÝò êáé åßìáé éäéáßôåñá åõ÷áñé-
óôçìÝíïò áðü ôéò ðñïåôïéìáóßåò ôçò
åðéóêÝøåþò ìïõ. ÐåñéìÝíù ìå áíõðï-
ìïíçóßá ôï ôáîßäé áõôü, ðïõ óõìðßðôåé
ìå ôçí óõìðëÞñùóç ôùí 75 åôþí áðü ôçí
ßäñõóç ôçò Åëëçíïñèüäïîçò Áñ÷éåðéóêï-
ðéêÞò ÁìåñéêÞò».

Ï ê. Áíôñéïõ Áèåíò, ðñþçí ðñüåäñïò
ôïõ Áñ÷éåðéóêïðéêïý Óõìâïõëßïõ êáé
ðñüåäñïò ôïõ Óõìâïõëßïõ Áðüäçìïõ
Åëëçíéóìïý, åßðå: «Åßìáé 45 ÷ñüíéá ìå ôçí
Åêêëçóßá. Ïëá èá ðÜíå êáëÜ êáé åíùìÝíïé
èá õðïóôçñßîïõìå ôïí Áñ÷éåðßóêïðü ìáò
óôï äýóêïëï Ýñãï ôïõ».

Ï ê. ÄçìÞôñéïò Ìüó÷ïò ðïõ åðßóçò
õðÞñîå ðñüåäñïò ôïõ Áñ÷éåðéóêïðéêïý
Óõìâïõëßïõ äéÝøåõóå êáôçãïñçìáôéêÜ ôéò
üðïéåò öÞìåò ãéá Ýëëåéøç åíüôçôáò óôï

Âáñèïëïìáßïò: Ìå áíõðïìïíçóßá
ðñïóâëÝðù óôï ôáîßäé ìïõ óôéò ÇÐÁ

÷þñï ôçò ÏìïãÝíåéáò, åíþ ðáñüìïéá èÝóç
ðÞñå êáé ç ê. ÅëÝíç ×áôæçãéáííÜêç-
ÌðÝíôåñ.

Ï ê. Ôæïí Êáôóéìáôßäçò, áíôéðñüå-
äñïò ôïõ áñ÷éåðéóêïðéêïý óõìâïõëßïõ,
õðïãñÜììéóå üôé óôç óõíôñéðôéêÞ ðëåéï-
øçößá ôïõ, ï êüóìïò óõìðáñáóôÝêåôáé
óôïí Áñ÷éåðßóêïðï, óôçí Åêêëçóßá.
«ÐÜíôá, ðñüóèåóå, èá õðÜñ÷åé ìéá
åëÜ÷éóôç ìåñßäá ðïõ íïìßæïõí üôé áäéêÞ-
èçêáí, íïìßæïõí ôï Ýíá Þ ôï Üëëï. ÐÜíôá
õðÜñ÷ïõí êÜðïéá Üôïìá ðïõ öùíÜæïõí
ðéï äõíáôÜ, áëëÜ åðåéäÞ öùíÜæïõí äåí
óçìáßíåé üôé åêðñïóùðïýí êáé ìåãÜëï
ìÝñïò ôçò ÏìïãÝíåéáò. Ôï ìåãÜëï ìÝñïò
ôïõ êüóìïõ äÝ÷èçêå ôïí Áñ÷éåðßóêïðï,
ôïí ðåñéÝâáëå ìå ôçí áãÜðç ôïõ, ðñïó-
âëÝðåé óôï ìÝëëïí êáé äåí õðÜñ÷åé êáíÝíá
èÝìá åíüôçôáò».

«Çôáí ç ðñþôç ÷ñïíéÜ ôçò áñ÷éåðé-
óêïðéêÞò èçôåßáò ôïõ ÓåâáóìéïôÜôïõ»
ôüíéóå ï ê. Êáôóéìáôßäçò. «Çôáí ìéá
óêëçñÞ ðñþôç ÷ñïíéÜ êáé Ýðñåðå íá
ðÜñåé ïñéóìÝíåò äýóêïëåò áðïöÜóåéò. Ï
ðñïêÜôï÷üò ôïõ, ï Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò ÉÜêù-
âïò, Þôáí åêåß ãéá 37 ÷ñüíéá, ïñéóìÝíá
ðñÜãìáôá Ýðñåðå íá áëëÜîïõí, êÜôé ðïõ
óõ÷íÜ äåí åßíáé åýêïëï».

«Åêáíå ôéò áðáñáßôçôåò áëëáãÝò, ïé
áëëáãÝò äåí éêáíïðïéÞóáí üëïõò, áëëÜ
ðïôÝ äåí éêáíïðïéïýí üëïõò» êáôÝëçîå ï
ê. Êáôóéìáôßäçò êáé ôüíéóå üôé «ìåñéêÝò
öïñÝò ïé çãÝôåò, üôáí åßíáé çãÝôåò, ðñÝðåé
íá ðáßñíïõí äýóêïëåò áðïöÜóåéò».

Ï ê. Ôæïí ÓôåöÜíçò, åðßóçò áíôé-
ðñüåäñïò, äÞëùóå áðü ôçí ðëåõñÜ ôïõ
üôé ç ÅêôåëåóôéêÞ ÅðéôñïðÞ êáé ç Óýíïäïò
ôùí Åðéóêüðùí óôçñßæïõí åíùìÝíïé ôï
íÝï Áñ÷éåðßóêïðï êáèþò êáé ôï óôü÷ï ôïõ
íá ïäçãÞóåé, íá çãçèåß ôçò Åêêëçóßáò ôçò
ÁìåñéêÞò óôç íÝá ÷éëéåôßá».

Áíáöåñüìåíïò óôçí åðéêåßìåíç åðß-
óêåøÞ ôïõ ÐáôñéÜñ÷ç ê. Âáñèïëïìáßïõ
óôéò ÇíùìÝíåò Ðïëéôåßåò, óçìåßùóå üôé
«áéóèáíüìáóôå üôé ïé Áìåñéêáíïß �üðùò
êáé åìåßò� èá åíôõðùóéáóèïýí áðü ôçí
Áõôïý ÈåéïôÜôç Ðáíáãéüôçôá, áðü ôçí
ðíåõìáôéêüôçôÜ ôïõ êáé ôçí áãÜðç ôïõ
ãéá ôçí Åêêëçóßá ôçò ÁìåñéêÞò ». ÁëëÜ êáé
ï ê. Áèåíò óõìðëÞñùóå ãéá ôçí ðáôñéáñ-
÷éêÞ åðßóêåøç óôçí ÁìåñéêÞ: «Åßìáóôå üëïé
åíùìÝíïé êáé Ýôïéìïé íá äå÷èïýìå ôïí
ÐáôñéÜñ÷ç, ãéá íá äåßîïõìå óôïõò Áìåñéêá-
íïýò üôé áðïôåëïýìå Ýíá ìåãÜëï èñÞóêåõìá
êáé äåí Ý÷ïõìå äéáöïñÝò ìåôáîý ìáò».

Ðñïò ôïõò Éåñáôéêþò ðñïúóôáìÝíïõò,
ôïõò ðñïÝäñïõò ôçí åëëçíïñèïäüîùí
ÊïéíïôÞôùí, ôïõò ìïíá÷ïýò êáé ôéò
ìïíá÷Ýò, ôá ÄéïéêçôéêÜ Óõìâïýëéá ôùí
Öéëïðôþ÷ùí ÁäåëöïôÞôùí, ôç Íåïëáßá
êáé üëïõò ôïõò åõóåâåßò ×ñéóôéáíïýò ôçò
ÉåñÜò Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò ÁìåñéêÞò

Áäåëöïß ìïõ åí Êõñßù ðñïóöéëåßò,

Ç áñ÷Þ ôçò Éíäßêôïõ, äçëáäÞ ôïõ ÍÝïõ
Åêêëçóéáóôéêïý Åôïõò, óõìðßðôåé åöÝôïò
ìå ôçí ÇìÝñá Åñãáóßáò (Labor Day), ôçí
áìåñéêáíéêÞ åèíéêÞ åïñôÞ. ÁõôÞ ç åõôõ÷Þò
óõãêõñßá, ìáò äßíåé ôçí åõêáéñßá ãéá ìéá
ìéêñÞ áíÜðáõëá áðü ôïí êáèçìåñéíü ìáò
ìü÷èï êáé ãéá óôï÷áóìü ãýñù áðü ôï
íüçìá ôçò åñãáóßáò ðïõ ï êáèÝíáò ìáò
åðÝëåîå, åðéäéþêïíôáò íá æÞóåé ìå
áîéïðñÝðåéá êáé åíôéìüôçôá óôçí êïéíù-
íßá ìáò. Ùò ðïéìåíÜñ÷çò óáò, äñÜôôïìáé
êé åãþ ôçò åõêáéñßáò áõôÞò ãéá íá ðñïâþ
óå ìéá óöáéñéêÞ áíáóêüðçóç ôçò ðñþôçò
÷ñïíéÜò ôçò äéáêïíßáò ìïõ ùò Áñ÷éåðé-
óêüðïõ ÁìåñéêÞò.

Óôç äéÜñêåéá ôçò ÷ñïíéÜò ðïõ ðÝ-
ñáóå, æÞóáìå üëïé ìáò äéÜöïñåò êáé
ðïéêßëåò áëëáãÝò êáé ìåôáâïëÝò. ÌåñéêÝò
áð� áõôÝò Þôáí äýóêïëåò. Áð� ôçí áñ÷Þ
êéüëáò ôçò áëëçëïãíùñéìßáò ìáò èáýìáóá
ôï ìåãÜëá åðéôåýãìáôá ôçí Üîéùí éåñÝùí
ìáò êáé ôçí åõóåâþí ðéóôþí ôçò Áñ÷éåðé-
óêïðÞò ìáò.

Ç åâäïìçêïóôÞ ðÝìðôç åðÝôåéïò ôçò
Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò ìáò, ôçí ïðïßá ãéïñôÜ-
æïõìå åöÝôïò, áðïôåëåß ïñüóçìï ðïõ äåí
ìðïñåß íá õðïôéìçèåß. Ï åëëçíïñèüäïîïò
ëáüò ôçò ÁìåñéêÞò Ýèåóå èåìÝëéá ðïõ
ðáñáìÝíïõí áêëüíçôá. ÁõôÜ ôï èåìÝëéá
áíÜãïíôáé ü÷é ìüíï óôéò ãåíéÝò ðïõ
ðñïçãÞèçêáí �óôïõò ãåñáñïýò ðñïêá-
ôü÷ïõò ìïõ, óôïõò ðáôÝñåò êáé óôéò ìÜíåò
óáò, óôïõò ðñïðÜôïñÝò ìáò êáé óå
ïëüêëçñç ÷ïñåßá ðéóôþí éåñÝùí� áëëÜ
äéÜ ìÝóïõ ôùí áéþíùí öèÜíïõí ìÝ÷ñé êáé
ôïõò Áãßïõò, ôïõò ÌÜñôõñåò, ôïõò ÐáôÝ-
ñåò ôçò Åêêëçóßáò, ôïõò ÐáôñéÜñ÷åò, ôïõò
Áðïóôüëïõò êáé ó� áõôüí ôïí ßäéï ôïí
áêñïãùíéáßï ëßèï ôçò Åêêëçóßáò: ôïí Êýñéï
çìþí Éçóïý ×ñéóôü. Öáíôáóèåßôå ôï!

Ïôáí óå ëßãåò åâäïìÜäåò Ýëèåé óôçí
ÁìåñéêÞ ï ðíåõìáôéêüò ðáôÝñáò üëùí
ìáò, ç Á.È.Ð. ï Ïéêïõìåíéêüò ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò
ê. Âáñèïëïìáßïò, óôï ðñüóùðü ôïõ èá
îáíáâéþóïõìå ôç ìíÞìç êáé ôïí ðíåõ-
ìáôéêü äåóìü ðïý, ìÝóù ôïõ Ðñùôï-
êëÞôïõ Áðïóôüëïõ ÁíäñÝá, ìáò óõíäÝåé
ìå ôïí ßäéï ôïí ×ñéóôü.

Ðþò ðñÝðåé ëïéðüí í� áñ÷ßóïõìå
áõôü ôï ÍÝï ×ñüíï, ðþò í� áðïäõèïýìå
ó� áõôü ôï íÝï îåêßíçìá; Ðþò ìðïñïýìå
ðñåðüíôùò íá ôéìÞóïõìå ôïõò èåìåëéùôÝò
ôçò Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò ìáò; ìå ðïéï ôñüðï
ðñÝðåé íá êáëùóïñßóïõìå ôçí Á. È.
Ðáíáãéüôçôá óôçí ÁìåñéêÞ;

Áäåëöïß ìïõ áãáðçôïß, ç çìÝñá ôçò
Éíäßêôïõ �ôçò áñ÷Þò äçëáäÞ ôïõ Åêêëç-
óéáóôéêïý ìáò Åôïõò� åßíáé êáôÜ ôçí
ðáñÜäïóç êáé ç çìÝñá ðïõ ï Êýñéüò ìáò
Éçóïýò ×ñéóôüò åéóÞëèå óôç ÓõíáãùãÞ ôçò
éäéáßôåñÞò ôïõ ðáôñßäáò, ôçò ÍáæáñÝô, êáé

Áñ÷Þ ôçò Éíäßêôïõ,
ôïõ ÍÝïõ Åêêëçóéáóôéêïý Åôïõò
{ Éíäéêôïí ]çì`éí å[õëüãåé ÍÝïõ ×ñüíïõ
{ Ù êáß ðáëáéÝ êáß äé� [áíèñþðïõò íÝå.

(Óôß÷ïé å[éò ôÞí { Éíäéêôïí)

Ôïíßóôçêáí ïé áäåëöéêïß êáé éóôïñéêïß
äåóìïß ðïõ óõíäÝïõí ôï åëëçíéêü êáé ôï
áñìåíéêü Ýèíïò, åíþ ï ðñùèõðïõñãüò ôçò
÷þñáò ìßëçóå êáé ãéá ôç äéÜèåóç ôçò
Áñìåíßáò íá áðïêáôáóôÞóåé êáëÝò ó÷Ýóåéò
ìå üëïõò ôïõò ãåßôïíÝò ôçò, óå ìéá óáöÞ
áíáöïñÜ ðñïò ôçí Ôïõñêßá, üðïõ öéëïîå-
íåßôå óÞìåñá ç Ýäñá ôïõ Oéêïõìåíéêïý
Ðáôñéáñ÷åßïõ.

Ç ÁñìåíéêÞ Åêêëçóßá �áíÝëáâå êáé ðÜëé
ôçí áðïóôïëÞ íá áíáíåþóåé, íá åìâáèýíåé
êáé íá åðåêôåßíåé ôç ÷ñéóôéáíéêÞ ðßóôç ôùí
ðáôÝñùí ìáò óôç óýã÷ñïíç æùÞ ôïõ ëáïý
ìáò�, åßðå ï ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò ôùí Áñìåíßùí,
Êáñåêßí, åíþ ï Oéêïõìåíéêüò ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò
áðáíôþíôáò, ìßëçóå ãéá ôéò äõóêïëßåò êáé
ôéò äïêéìáóßåò ðïõ áíôéìåôþðéóå ôï
áñìåíéêü Ýèíïò êáé êáôÝëçîå ëÝãïíôáò: «Óáò
áãáðÜìå êáé óáò èáõìÜæïõìå».

Ç ðáôñéáñ÷éêÞ åðßóêåøç åß÷å óôü÷ï
íá ðñïùèÞóåé êáé ìéá áêüìç åêêëç-
óéáóôéêÞ áðïóôïëÞ, ôçí «åðáíÝíùóç ôïõ
áíáôïëéêïý ÷ñéóôéáíéóìïý» üðùò ÷áñá-
êôçñéóôéêÜ åßðå ï Ïéêïõìåíéêüò ÐáôñéÜñ-
÷çò êáé ìå ôïõò Ìçôñïðïëßôåò ÅöÝóïõ ê.
×ñõóüóôïìï êáé Åëâåôßáò ê. Äáìáóêçíü,
ðïõ ôïí óõíüäåõáí, åß÷áí åî Üëëïõ
óõíåñãáóßá ìå ôçí ÉåñÜ Óýíïäï ôçò
ÁñìåíéêÞò Åêêëçóßáò, ãéá íá ðñïåôïé-
ìÜóïõí ìéá ìåãÜëç óõíÜíôçóç ôïí åñ÷ü-
ìåíï ÖåâñïõÜñéï, óôçí Êùíóôáíôé-
íïýðïëç, ç ïðïßá áíáìÝíåôáé íá ïëïêëç-
ñþóåé ôï äéÜëïãï ôçò Oñèïäïîßáò ìå ôçí
ÁñìåíéêÞ Åêêëçóßá.

Ï Ïéêïõì. ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò ê. Âáñèïëïìáßïò  ìå
ôïí ÐáôñéÜñ÷ç Áñìåíßáò Êáñåêßí Á´

ÍÅÁ ÕÏÑÊÇ.� Ôáý-
ôéóç êáé áðü åèíéêÞò

êáé áðü ïñèüäïîçò
÷ñéóôéáíéêÞò Üðïøçò

äéáðßóôùóå ï
Ìáêáñéüôáôïò

Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò Êýðñïõ
ê. ×ñõóüóôïìïò, ðïõ

åðéóêÝöèçêå ôïí
Óåâáóìéüôáôï.

Ï Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò
ÁìåñéêÞò ôïí

äéáâåâáßùóå üôé èá
êáôáâëçèåß êÜèå

ðñïóðÜèåéá ãéá ôçí
ðñïþèçóç ôïõ

êõðñéáêïý èÝìáôïò
óôïí áìåñéêáíéêü

÷þñï.
(öùô. Ïñè. ÐáñáôçñçôÞ)
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áíÝãíùóå ôçí ðáñáêÜôù ðåñéêïðÞ áðü
ôï Âéâëßï ôïõ ðñïöÞôç ÇóáÀá:

«Ðíåýìá êõñßïõ åð� åìÝ ïõ åßíåêåí
Ý÷ñéóÝí ìå åõáããåëßóáóèáé ðôù÷ïßò,
áðÝóôáëêÝí ìå, êçñýîáé áé÷ìáëþôïéò
Üöåóéí êáé ôõöëïßò áíÜâëåøéí, áðï-
óôåßëáé ôåèñáõóìÝíïõò åí áöÝóåé, êçñýîáé
åíéáõôüí êõñßïõ äåêôüí» (Ëïõê. ä´ 18-19
ÇóáÀáò îá´ 1-2).

ÅãêáéíéÜæïíôáò ôï ÍÝï áõôü Åôïò ôçò
×Üñéôïò áðåõèýíù ôïõò ëüãïõò áõôïýò
ðñïò üëïõò ôïõò ðéóôïýò ôçò Áñ÷éåðé-
óêïðÞò ìáò, êáé ìÜëéóôá ðñïò ôïõò
áãáðçôïýò áäåëöïýò Åðéóêüðïõò, ôïõò
åõëáâåßò éåñåßò êáé ôïõò åõóåâåßò ëáúêïýò
ðéóôïýò ìáò ðïõ åßíáé ïé áðáñáßôçôïé
óõíåñãïß êáé óõíåðßêïõñïé ôçò Åêêëçóßáò.

Áíõøþóôå ôéò êáñäéÝò óáò êáé ëÜâåôå
ôï ÷ñßóìá ôïõ Áãßïõ Ðíåýìáôïò. Åíóôåñíé-
óèåßôå ôçí áðïóôïëÞ ôïõ êçñýãìáôïò ôïõ
Åõáããåëßïõ, ðñþôá ðñïò üóïõò æïõí óå
ðíåõìáôéêÞ öôþ÷åéá, êáé ïé ïðïßïé, áí êáé
ðëïýóéïé óå õëéêÜ áãáèÜ, åßíáé åíäååßò êáé
öôù÷ïß óå áãÜðç, åëðßäá êáé ðßóôç.
Áíïßîôå ôïí åáõôü óáò óôïí ðëçóßïí óáò,
åßôå åßíáé ìÝëïò ôçò ïéêïãÝíåéÜò óáò, åßôå
åíïñßôçò, åßôå êëçñéêüò. Êçñýîåôå áêüìá
ôç óõã÷þñåóç, ôï Ýëåïò êáé ôçí áðåëåõ-
èÝñùóç ðñïò üóïõò æïõí ðáãéäåõìÝíïé
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Áäåëöïß êáé ôÝêíá åí Êõñßù áãáðçôÜ,

Ï ðáíïéêôßñìùí êáé ðáíÜãáèïò
Èåüò, ï äçìéïõñãÞóáò ôïí Üíèñùðïí åî
ïõê üíôùí, Þèåëåí üðùò ôï çãáðçìÝíïí
Áõôïý ðëÜóìá, ï âáóéëåýò ôçò êôßóåùò,
ï Üíèñùðïò, áðïëáýç ôçò êáëÞò ëßáí
äçìéïõñãßáò, áðü ôçò ìåãáëåéþäïõò
áñìïíßáò ôïõ ïõñáíßïõ óôåñåþìáôïò
ìÝ÷ñé ôïõ öõóéêïý êÜëëïõò ôùí åðéãåßùí
êáé èáëáóóßùí æùéêþí êáé öõôéêþí
âáóéëåßùí êáé ôçò, ìåôÜ ôüóçò áñìïíéêÞò
ðïéêéëßáò åíáëëáãþí, äéáìïñöùìÝíçò
ãÞéíçò åðéöÜíåéáò. Äéüôé äéÜ ôçò èåùñßáò
ôùí üíôùí êáé ôçò éóïññïðßáò, ôçò
áñìïíßáò êáé ôïõ êÜëëïõò áõôþí ï
Üíèñùðïò áíÜãåôáé åéò ôïí èáõìáóìüí
ôçò ðáíõðåñôåëåßïõ ôåëåéüôçôïò ôïõ
èåßïõ Äçìéïõñãïý, êáé åíôåýèåí åéò ôçí
ðñïò Áõôüí áãÜðçí êáé ëáôñåßáí, äé� çò
áãéÜæåôáé êáé ìÝôï÷ïò êáèßóôáôáé ôçò
èåßáò ìáêáñéüôçôïò, äé� çí êáé ðñï-
þñéóôáé.

Áëë� ç áðüëáõóéò ôùí åðéãåßùí êáé
ôùí ïõñáíßùí áãáèþí äåí åäüèç ôïéò
áíèñþðïéò áðñïûðüèåôïò. ¸ðñåðå íá
åßíáé áõôÞ áðïôÝëåóìá êáé ôçò ïéêåéï-
èåëïýò áëëÜ êáé åíåñãïý èåëÞóåùò áõôþí.
Ðñïò ôïýôï åäüèçóáí åéò ôïõò åí ôù
ðáñáäåßóù ðñùôïðëÜóôïõò åíôïëáß
áóêÞóåùò åãêñáôåßáò ( ôïõ ìç öÜãåéí åî
ùñéóìÝíïõ êáñðïý) êáé åñãáóßáò (åñãÜ-
æåóèáé êáé öõëÜóóåéí ôïí êÞðïí, åéò ïí
åß÷ïí ôïðïèåôçèÞ). Åðß ðëÝïí äå åäüèç
áõôïßò ç åíôïëÞ ôçò áõîÞóåùò áõôþí êáé
ôçò êáôáêõñéåýóåùò ôçò ãçò, õðü ôçí
áõôÞí âåâáßùò Ýííïéáí ôïõ åñãÜæåóèáé êáé
öõëÜóóåéí áõôÞí, ùò Ýíá ìåßæïíïò
åêôÜóåùò åðßãåéïí ðáñÜäåéóïí.

Ç åíôïëÞ áõôÞ áóöáëþò áöïñÜ êáé
åéò ðÜíôáò çìÜò ôïõò äéáäü÷ïõò ôùí
ðñùôïðëÜóôùí êáé áðïâëÝðåé ü÷é ìüíïí,

ÇìÝñá ðñïóåõ÷Þò ãéá ôï öõóéêü ðåñéâÜëëïí
ïýôå êõñßùò, åéò ôçí ðñïóôáóßáí ôçò
öýóåùò êáè� åáõôÞí, áëë� åéò ôçí äéáôÞ-
ñçóéí ôïõ ÷þñïõ äéáâéþóåùò ôùí áíèñþ-
ðùí, õðÝñ ôùí ïðïßùí åðëÜóèç ç êôÞóéò,
ùñáßïõ êáé ðáñáãùãéêïý êáé åêðëç-
ñïýíôïò ôïí óêïðü ôçò ðáíôïåéäïýò ðñïò
ôïí Üíèñùðïí õðçñåóßáò êáé õðïóôç-
ñßîåùò, êáôÜ ôïí ðñïïñéóìüí áõôïý.

Áôõ÷þò üìùò ç ðôþóéò ôùí ðñùôï-
ðëÜóôùí êáé ç áëëïßùóéò ôïõ èõìéêïý
áõôþí åðÝöåñå ïõóéþäç ìåôáâïëÞí êáé
ôùí áéóèçìÜôùí áõôþí ðñïò ôå ôçí
öýóéí êáé ðñïò ôïí óõíÜíèñùðïí êáé
ïýôùò åõñéóêüìåèá óÞìåñïí åíþðéïí ìéáò
Üêñùò éäéïôåëïýò êáé ðëåïíåêôéêÞò
óõìðåñéöïñÜò ðïëëþí áíèñþðùí Ýíáíôé
ôïõ öõóéêïý ðåñéâÜëëïíôïò, ç ïðïßá
ìáñôõñåß áäéáöïñßáí áõôþí äéÜ ôï
öõóéêüí êÜëëïò êáé ôïí öõóéêüí âéüôïðïí,
áëëÜ êáé äéÜ ôáò óõíèÞêáò äéáâéþóåùò
ôùí óõíáíèñþðùí áõôþí.

Ðñïò åõáéóèçôïðïßçóéí ôùí áíèñþ-
ðùí åðß ôïõ êáèÞêïíôïò äéáôçñÞóåùò
êáôÜ ôï åöéêôüí áëùâÞôïõ ôïõ öõóéêïý
ðåñéâÜëëïíôïò ÷Üñéí áõôþí ôùí éäßùí,
ùñßóáìåí ôçí 1çí Óåðôåìâñßïõ ùò çìÝñáí
ðñïóåõ÷Þò õðÝñ áõôïý.

Ôï öõóéêüí ðåñéâÜëëïí Ý÷åé âåâáßùò
áîßáí êáé êáè�åáõôü, áëëÜ ðñïóëáìâÜíåé
ìåãáëõôÝñáí üôáí åîåôÜæåôáé åí óõíáñôÞ-
óåé ìåôÜ ôïõ åíôüò áõôïý äéáâéïýíôïò
áíèñþðïõ, äéüôé ðëÝïí ç âëÜâç ôïõ
ðåñéâÜëëïíôïò äåí èßãåé ìüíïí ôçí öýóéí,
áëëÜ êáé ôïí óõíÜíèñùðïí, ôïõ ïðïßïõ
êáèéóôÜ ôïí âßïí äõó÷åñÝóôåñïí Þ Þôôïí
ùñáßïí.

Ç åëåÞìùí êáñäßá, êáôÜ ôïõò ÐáôÝ-
ñáò, ðáñ� üëïí üôé åðéäéþêåé ôçí âáóéëåßáí
ôùí ïõñáíþí êáé áéóèÜíåôáé üôé äåí Ý÷åé
þäå ìÝíïõóáí ðüëéí, áëëÜ ôçí ìÝëëïõóáí
åðéæçôåß, åí ôïýôïéò äåí áíÝ÷åôáé ïéáíäÞ-
ðïôå âëÜâçí åéò ôá æþá êáé ôá öõôÜ, ïõä�
åéò áõôÜ ôá Üøõ÷á óôïé÷åßá ôçò öýóåùò.
Áíáãíùñßæåé êáé åéò áõôÜ ôçí ó÷åôéêÞí
áîßáí, ôçí ïðïßáí ï Èåüò áðÝäùóåí åéò

Áñ÷Þ ôïõ ÍÝïõ Åêêëçóéáóôéêïý Åôïõò
óôç öõëáêÞ ôçò áìöéâïëßáò êáé ôïõ
ìßóïõò. ÁöÞóôå ôçí áãÜðç êáé ôç óõìðü-
íéá óáò íá ãßíåé ôï öùò, ôï äåýôåñï öùò,
ãéá üóïõò Ý÷ïõí ôõöëùèåß áð� ôçí êáêßá,
ôç æçëïöèïíßá êáé ôçí áðëçóôßá. Êáé
üóïõò Ý÷ïõìå ßóùò ðëçãþóåé åßôå áðü
áìÝëåéá åßôå êáôÜ ëÜèïò, áò ôïõò áðïêá-
ôáóôÞóïõìå ôçí ðíåõìáôéêÞ õãåßá ìå ôï
Ýñãá ìáò.

Êïíôïëïãßò, áäåëöïß ðñïóöéëåßò, áò
áíáêçñýîïõìå ôï ÍÝï áõôü Åêêëçóéáóôéêü
Åôïò ùò Ýôïò êáôáëëáãÞò êáé óõìöé-
ëéþóåùò �«êçñýîáé åíéáõôüí êõñßïõ
äåêôüí»� Ýôïò êáôÜ ôï ïðïßï ï ßäéïò ï
Êýñéïò ìÜò äÝ÷åôáé ìå áãÜðç êáé óõã÷þ-
ñåóç êáé êáôÜ ôï ïðïßï áðïäå÷üìáóèå
áëëÞëïõò. Äåí áðïôåëïýìå Þäç Ýíá óþìá
êáé ìßá ïéêïãÝíåéá åí ×ñéóôþ;

Ïðùò áêñéâþò åßìáóôå åíùìÝíïé ìå
ôïí Êýñéï ìÝóù ôïõ ôéìßïõ óþìáôïò êáé
áßìáôüò Ôïõ, Ýôóé åßìáóôå ìõóôéêÜ
åíùìÝíïé êáé ìåôáîý ìáò. Áò âáäßóïõìå
ëïéðüí ðñïò ôá åìðñüò ì� áõôÞ ôçí
åíüôçôá åð� áãáèþ ôçò Åêêëçóßáò êáé ãéá
ôï êáëü ôùí ðáéäéþí ìáò.

Ìå ðïëëÞ ðáôñéêÞ áãÜðç,

NEA YOÑÊÇ -- Ôçí äåýôåñç Ýêèåóç
åëëçíéêþí âéâëßùí �97 êáé ðáñÜëëçëá Ýíá
óåìéíÜñéï ìå èÝìá ôçí åëëçíéêÞ éóôïñßá,
ôçí ëáïãñáöéêÞ êáé ëïãïôå÷íéêÞ ðáñÜ-
äïóç ôçò ÅëëÜäáò, èá ðáñïõóéÜóåé óôéò
20 êáé ôéò 21 Óåðôåìâñßïõ, ï Óýëëïãïò
Ößëùí ôçò ÅëëçíéêÞò Ëïãïôå÷íßáò (Hellenic
Literature Society) êáé ôï ÙíÜóåéï ÊÝíôñï,
ôïõ ðáíåðéóôçìßïõ ôçò ÍÝáò Õüñêçò. Ç
åßóïäïò èá åßíáé åëåýèåñç êáé áíïéêôÞ ãéá
ôï êïéíü, åíþ ôï óåìéíÜñéï ðñüêåéôáé íá
ðñáãìáôïðïéçèåß óôçí áßèïõóá ÂÜíôåñ-
ìðéëíô ôïõ ðáíåðéóôçìßïõ NYU, ç ïðïßá
âñßóêåôáé óôç äéåýèõíóç 40 Washington
Square South óôï Ìáí÷Üôáí. Oé þñåò
ëåéôïõñãßáò ôçò Ýêèåóçò èá åßíáé áðü ôéò
9:00 ð.ì. Ýùò êáé ôéò 7:00 ì.ì..

Oé åðéóêÝðôåò ôçò åêèÝóåùò èá Ý÷ïõí
ôçí äõíáôüôçôá íá �ðåñéðëáíçèïýí�
ìÝóá óå ìßá áßèïõóá ãåìÜôç áðü åëëçíéêÜ
âéâëßá óôçí êáñäéÜ ôçò ÍÝáò Õüñêçò. Åíþ
ôá âéâëßá ôá ïðïßá ðåñéëáìâÜíïíôáé óôçí
Ýêèåóç, êáëýðôïõí Ýíá åõñý öÜóìá
èåìÜôùí ãéá ôçí ðëïýóéá ðïëéôéóôéêÞ
êëçñïíïìéÜ ôçò ÅëëÜäáò. Ç óõëëïãÞ ôùí
âéâëßùí åßíáé Ýíá óýíïëï áðü åðéëïãÝò
ëïãïôå÷íéêþí Ýñãùí ôá ïðïßá Ý÷ïõí
åêäïèåß óå äéÜöïñá óçìåßá ôïõ êüóìïõ.

Oé åñãáóßåò ôïõ óåìéíáñßïõ åêôüò áðü
ôçí ìåëÝôç ôçò ðïßçóçò, ôçò ìïõóéêÞò êáé
ôçò ëïãïôå÷íßáò, èá åîåñåõíÞóïõí êáé ôïí
êüóìï ôïõ Âõæáíôßïõ, üðùò êáé ôéò
åðéññïÝò ôïõ óôçí ðïëéôéóôéêÞ êëçñïíïìéÜ
ôçò Èåóóáëïíßêçò. Åðßóçò, ìå áöïñìÞ ôçí
75ç åðÝôåéï ôïõ Ïëïêáõôþìáôïò ôçò
Óìýñíçò èá ðñáãìáôïðïéçèåß Ýíá éóôï-
ñéêü �ïäïéðïñéêü� óôçí éóôïñéêÞ áõôÞ
åóôßá ôïõ åëëçíéóìïý ôçò ÌéêñÜò Áóßáò.
ÔÝëïò ôï óåìéíÜñéï èá ïëïêëçñùèåß ìå Ýíá
ìïõóéêü áöéÝñùìá óôï ÑåìðÝôéêï ôñá-
ãïýäé ôçò Óìýñíçò.

ÂõæÜíôéï êáé
�ÌÜãêíá ÃêñÝôóéá�
óå Ýêèåóç âéâëßïõ áõôÜ, ùò ôïýôï ðñïêýðôåé åê ôïõ üôé

åäçìéïýñãçóåí áõôÜ. Õðü áíáëüãïõ
ðíåýìáôïò äÝïí üðùò åöïñïýìåèá
ðÜíôåò ïé ÷ñéóôéáíïß. Äåí ðåñéïñßæïìåí
ôáò ðñïóäïêßáò çìþí ìüíïí åéò ôçí ãçí
ôáýôçí, ïõäÝ åãêáôáëåßðïìåí ôçí áíáæÞ-
ôçóéí ôçò ìåëëïýóçò ðïëéôåßáò çìþí, ôçò
åðïõñáíßïõ äçëïíüôé âáóéëåßáò, áëëÜ
ãíùñßæïíôåò üôé ç åéò ôçí Üíù ÉåñïõóáëÞì
Üãïõóá ïäüò äéÝñ÷åôáé åê ôçò ôçñÞóåùò
ôùí åíôïëþí ôïõ Èåïý êáôÜ ôçí ðáñï-
äéêÞí äéÝëåõóéí çìþí åê ôïõ êüóìïõ
ôïýôïõ, öñïíôßæïìåí üðùò ôçñþìåí ôçí
áñ÷éêÞí åíôïëÞí ôçò öõëÜîåùò ôçò
êôßóåùò áâëáâïýò ÷Üñéí åáõôþí ôå êáé
ôùí óõíáíèñþðùí çìþí. Ï óåâáóìüò
Üëëùóôå ðñïò ôçí öõóéêÞí äçìéïõñãßá
ôïõ Èåïý êáé åììÝóùò ðñïò ôïí åê ôáýôçò
åðçñåáæüìåíïí óõíÜíèñùðïí ìáñôõñåß
ôçí ëåðôüôçôá ôùí áéóèçìÜôùí ôïõ
áíèñþðïõ, ç ïðïßá êáé ðñÝðåé íá ÷áñá-
êôçñßæç ðÜíôá ÷ñéóôéáíüí.

¹äç, äéáãéãíþóêïíôåò üôé ïõ÷ß ðÜ-
íôåò ïé óõíÜíèñùðïé çìþí åìöïñïýíôáé
õðü ôïéïýôïõ ðíåýìáôïò, ðáñáêáëïýìåí
åí ôç çìÝñá ôáýôç åéäéêþò ôïí Êýñéïí
üðùò öùôßæç áõôïýò ßíá áðïöåýãïõí
ôáò ðåñéâáëëïíôéêÜò áíáôáñá÷Üò êáé
âëÜâáò êáé üðùò åí ôç ìáêñïèõìßá Áõôïý
ðñïóôáôåýåé çìÜò êáé ôçí êáè� çìþí
åðáíáóôáôÞóáóáí  ëüãù ôùí áìáñôéþí
çìþí öýóéí áðü ôùí öõóéêþí êáôá-
óôñïöþí åê äõíÜìåùí åêöåõãïõóþí ôïí
áíèñþðéíïí Ýëåã÷ïí.

Åõ÷çèþìåí ëïéðüí êáé áéôçóþìåèá
ðáñÜ ôïõ Êõñßïõ êáéñïýò åõêñÜôïõò êáé
åéñçíéêïýò, áðü óåéóìïý, êáôáðïíôéóìïý,
ðõñüò êáé êáôáéãßäïò êáé ðÜóçò ëáßëáðïò
êáé öõóéêÞò áíáôñïðÞò áðçëëáãìÝíïõò
Ýôé äå êáé áðü ðÜóçò áíèñùðßíçò êáôá-
óôñïöéêÞò åíåñãåßáò ðåöõëáãìÝíïõò, ßíá
çóý÷ùò äéÜãïíôåò äïîÜæùìåí åí åõ÷á-
ñéóôßá ôïí äïôÞñá ðáíôüò áãáèïý Êýñéïí
çìþí Éçóïýí ×ñéóôüí, Ïõ ç ÷Üñéò åßç ìåè�
õìþí. ÁìÞí.

Ì Ç Í Õ Ì Á  Ô Ï Õ  Ï É Ê Ï Õ Ì Å Í É Ê Ï Õ  Ð Á Ô Ñ É Á Ñ × Ç  ê .  Â Á Ñ È Ï Ë Ï Ì Á É Ï Õ
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An Interview

A RCHBISHOP SPYRIDON celebrates
his first year anniversary on Sept.
21 as primate of the Greek Or-

thodox Archdiocese of America.
Since becoming Archbishop he

has logged thousands of miles, met
thousands of people, and delivered
hundreds of homilies and speeches
from one end of this nation to the
other. His decisions have affected ev-
ery facet of church life of his Greek
Orthodox flock in America.

Recently, His Eminence reflected
on his first year of service and on some
of his thoughts about the Church in
America.

The following four pages of this
issue of the Orthodox Observer offer
an in-depth interview with His Emi-
nence on a wide range of issues, in-
cluding his general impression of the
Church�s parishes, their role in the
Archdiocese, his priorities for the near
future, his relationship with his Bish-
ops and the Archdiocesan Council, ef-
fectiveness of the clergy, the role
played by the Clergy-Laity Congress,
and his concerns about the un-
churched and the Church�s young
people, to name a few.

Q. Your Eminence, September 21
marks your first year as the Archbishop of
America. How do you see the Greek Or-
thodox in America with regard to their
faith and awareness of the Orthodox reli-
gion?

A. In the year since I was enthroned
Archbishop of America, I have seen much
that would tell me that this is a vibrant
Church, with dedicated clergy and lay
people whose love for the Church knows
no bounds. It is a Church eager to maintain
its roots which go back to the beginnings of
Christianity, proud of its spiritual heritage
and is full of hope and expectation for a
brighter future based on the missionary zeal
of its younger members.

Q. � You have traveled to many par-
ishes throughout the United States since
your enthronement. What has impressed
you about the various churches? In what
areas of parish life do you see a need for
improvement?

A. � Although it is difficult to believe,
my staff tells me that I have traveled to
around 90 parishes. I suppose my deepest
and most lasting impression will always be
the children of our Greek Orthodox com-
munities; their smiles, their eager expres-
sions, their innocent embrace of our Holy
Faith.

If we are to speak of improvements to

the life of our Church, we can never have
too many when it comes to our children.
Our chief goal must always be enriching
their lives from the treasury of our spiritual
tradition; for in this way, we enrich and re-
plenish ourselves.

It is easy to want to share our material
blessings with our children; America pro-
vides us with so many opportunities. But
we must be diligent and faithful to share the
spiritual life of the Church as well.

Q. � The Orthodox faithful see you
as �the Archbishop,� the leader of our
Orthodox Church in America. Some may
never have the opportunity to meet you.
What are some of the things that would
describe you as Archbishop Spyridon, the
person, the man?

A. � Even though I may never have the
opportunity to connect personally with each
and every member of the Archdiocese, I yet
hope with great expectation that through the
Mysteries of our Holy Church, and especially
through the Divine Liturgy, we are more than
connected, we are united in faith, in hope
and most importantly in love.

As for my �human side,� it is extremely
difficult to speak of oneself, especially if one

is trying to offer his services for the good of
the faithful.  I would hope that the faithful of
this Archdiocese, from the Archbishop down
to the priest in the tiniest of parishes, with
all humanity struggles every day to do what
is right, what is true, what is spiritually ben-
eficial for his fellow man.

Q. � Was there a particular instance
in your early youth when you decided to
devote your life to the Church?

A. � I come from a family that counts
many priests going back three generations.
My life has been tied to the Church ever
since I was a child, as an altar boy, choir
member and GOYA president. So my entry
into the clergy was, for me, the most natu-
ral thing in the world. In reality, when the
time came for me to enter the clergy, I had
no decision to make. If  I�d have to start
over again, I would follow exactly the same
course.

Q. �  You left this country as a teen-
ager and returned more than three de-
cades later as our spiritual leader. What
is your impression of the United States
today, versus that of your youth?

A. � Of course, I left when I was a teen-
ager, but always maintained my contacts
with relatives and acquaintances and from
time to time I would come back to visit them.
It is extremely difficult to speak of a gap, in
this case, and it is equally difficult to speak
of specific changes that occurred in this pe-
riod. The Church is a lively and dynamic
body that proceeds from one change to an-
other. I would say that the Church has made
great progress during these years, especially
from an organizational aspect.

Q. � What are some of the top pri-
ority issues that you believe must be ad-
dressed?

There are three issues that I think must
be immediately addressed, and I have al-
ready begun to do so. First, the liturgical life
of our church. As I have said countless times,
in the Orthodox tradition, liturgy is every-
thing. We must strive to enhance, as much
as possible, the participation of our people
in the liturgical life of our Church.

Second, religious education. The key to
the future of our church is the proper and
extensive religious education, of our youth
and of our adults, but especially our young
people, since they will carry the church into
the next century.

Third, inter-church marriage. If most of
our young generation are marrying people
outside the Orthodox Faith � and statisti-
cally they are, and in overwhelming num-
bers � then we must make certain that they
know their Faith, and love it, so that they
don�t leave it when they marry. At the same
time, we must encourage a warm, loving
environment so that non-Orthodox spouses
feel welcome in our parishes, and might
freely discover Orthodoxy for themselves.
What we must not do is be frightened by
this trend, or put up defenses that would
keep our children�s spouses and even our
grandchildren from understanding the
Church.

Q. � You have spoken of the need to
reach the lapsed Orthodox Christians and
the unchurched in general. How do you
intend to do this, given the fact that the
Church may not have been a priority in
their lives to begin with?

A. � Outreach to lapsed Orthodox
Christians and the unchurched should be of
major concern to all of us. The Church must
undertake every possible effort to reach out
to these people through pastoral care, reli-
gious publications and with Christian love,
never allowing the contact with the un-
churched to fail. Carrying out this impor-
tant ministry, we must never forget that, al-
though many of our faithful may be non-
practitioners of our faith and tradition in their
daily lives, they are in fact sincere believers.

Q. �  How do you view the parish�s
role in the Greek Orthodox community?

A. � The parish offers the place where
the eucharistic community gathers in order

with Archbishop Spyridon

See NEXT PAGE

An Interview

(D. Panagos photo)
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His Eminence Reflects on
to partake of the Body and Blood of our Lord
Jesus Christ and to thus bring the Church to
Her realization.  The eucharistic event must
then be expanded and brought into every
aspect of the life of those who compose this
community.

Q. � How do you perceive the rela-
tionship between the parish priest and the
parish council?

A. � Ideally, the interaction of the priest
and the parish council should be modeled
after the relationship of Christ with His 12
apostles. The parish priest, who has the
unique mission of serving the Eucharist in
the name of his bishop, is assisted by the
parish council in broadening the eucharistic
event and bringing it into the lives of all pa-
rishioners

Q. � Do you consider our parish
priests as able and trained to deal with
the more serious problems people in our
society face every day; problems such as
drug abuse, domestic violence, and child
abuse, among others.

A. � The parish priest�s responsibility,
based on the Eucharist, is to minister Christ�s
message to the faithful and to the whole
world. This message calls us to love God
�with all our heart, our souls, and all our
minds... and love our neighbor as our-
selves.� Thus, when dealing with the more
serious problems of our society, the priest
in like manner, must offer genuine and un-
conditional love in every situation. In addi-
tion to encouraging an individual to seek
solace and redemption in the Church, he
may also refer them to a clinical professional
who is more knowledgeable in treating a
particular ailment or abuse, provided that
this recommendation has been thoroughly
reviewed and made certain of its credibility.

Q. � What is your relationship with
the new Archdiocesan Council? How do
you view its role?

A. � I consider my relationship with
the Archdiocesan Council as very satisfac-
tory and one that is characterized by friend-
ship with the members, and sharing similar
goals and dreams.

in the role and function of the Clergy-Laity
Congress?

A. � The Clergy-Laity Congress, as the
Regulations of the Archdiocese state, is a body
of clergy and lay representatives that deal with
matters affecting the life of the Church, i.e., its
institutions, finances, administration, etc.

The institution of the Clergy-Laity Con-
gress has contributed enormously in shaping
the administrative structure of this Church and
has vitalized the body of our faithful by mak-
ing them active participants in the life of the
Church. This institution has been deeply ap-
preciated throughout the Orthodox world and
today we witness its introduction into the or-
ganizational structures of other Orthodox
archdioceses, metropolises and jurisdictions
throughout the world.

Therefore, we must all work together to
keep this precious institution as vibrant and
dynamic as possible for it can only enhance
the life of the Church.

Q. � Anyone having the opportunity
to observe you around children and teens
notices a very warm, paternal and genuine
affection toward them. Based on you con-
versations with them, what are some of their
concerns? How can the Church address
them?

Our children and young people are con-
cerned with how they can live their Orthodox
faith in a world where there are no moral ab-
solutes and the teachings of their own Church
are diametrically opposed to what they hear
and learn in school and our society at large.

The Church must always reach out and
embrace the youth where they are, as they
are, and to challenge them to become more
than they are. This can only be done by a con-
stant outreach of love.

Q. � Is Greek parochial school and
Sunday school enough to instill in the youth
a genuine awareness of our religion and tra-
ditions? What is the parents� role in bring-
ing up their children Greek Orthodox?

A. � The purpose of our religious educa-
tion programs and Greek parochial schools,
whether they take place on Sunday or other
times during the week, is to help build up the
Church, the Body of Christ,  by nurturing our
youth in the life of personal communion with
the Holy Trinity. Through the dedicated min-
istry of lay workers, we seek to instill in our
children the essential elements of their faith
and a noble sense of pride in their culture. But
it is preeminently the role of parents to teach
children by the example of their own lives.
Whether it be through lighting the candeli, the
burning of incense in the home, teaching chil-
dren their prayers, how to venerate icons or
how to prepare for Confession and Holy Com-
munion, parents are the prime source of a
children�s knowledge of their faith and culture.
It is the parent who imparts to our children
the skills and knowledge they need to navi-
gate in our pluralistic society, teaching them
that by holding fast to the doctrines of their
faith and the values of their culture, they will
be able to encounter and prevail in the world
we live in.

Q. � How do you view the role of
women in the Greek Orthodox Church?
There exists a Women�s Christian Organi-
zation whose aim is to advocate for women
as spiritual leaders in the Church. How do
you feel about this?

A. � Women have always played an ex-
tremely important role in the life of the Church.
I need not mention that our Church has hun-
dreds, if not thousands, of women saints. They

from page 15

HE HOSTED the clergy of the New York-New Jersey Dioceses and their families at a family day picnic July 1 at St. Basil Academy.
(Orthodox Observer photo)

HIS ALL HOLINESS Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew presents His Eminence Archbishop
Spyridon shortly after his election on July 30, 1996.           (D. Panagos photo)

ARCHBISHOP SPYRIDON and Metropolitan Ioakim of Chalcedon make their way past the
crowd on their way to the enthronement at Holy Trinity Archdiocesan Cathedral.

(D. Panagos photo)

The role of the council is a very impor-
tant one in that it assists the Archbishop and
Synod of Bishops in the administration of
the Church on various issues. Its input is of

extreme importance in carrying out the ad-
ministrative affairs of the Church.

Q. �  Do you see a need for changes
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have always displayed a most significant role
in maintaining the Faith.

They are very active in philanthropic min-
istries and in the governance of the parishes
as parish council members and officers, and I
can�t but admire the participation of young
girls in our youth movements.

I believe that in the specific case of our
Church, women have contributed enormously
to its growth and the Church is now calling
them to even greater service, whether it be
monastic, educational, catechetical, or theo-
logical scholarship.

Q. � The issue of monasticism has
been a hot topic of discussion over the past
few years and it is known that during your
service as Metropolitan of Italy, you rein-
troduced Orthodox monasticism to that
country. Is there a need for monastic im-
provement in the United States? How do
you see monasticism developing here?

A. �The rise of monastic communities
within the Archdiocese in the past few years
should give us all reason to rejoice.  The mo-
nastic life is a timeless tradition that looks to
the coming kingdom of God.  It is our hope
that they will contribute significantly to the
enhancement of  the spiritual life of our Church
in America.

This developing monastic life  must al-
ways adhere to the traditions and canons of
the Church.  Monasticism is intended for the
celibate and even the married.  For the celi-
bate, the monastery is the place where he or
she may dedicate his or her life completely to
the Gospel, and strive to lead a life of com-
plete obedience to God.  For the married per-
son, the monastery is a temporary refuge
where they may from time to time refresh
themselves spiritually.  As the parish life is
perfected by the monastic presence, so the
monastery is perfected by those who live in
the parish communities and who struggle daily
to live the life of Christ in the world.

Q. � How do you view the working
relationship between the Diocesan bishops
and clergy with the Archdiocese?

A. � The working relationship between
the dioceses, both bishops and clergy, and the
archdiocese is a good one.. We all have to
see that we are one Church, and that only in
unity can the Church really thrive and be what
it should be.   As we grow in love and faith, I
am sure that our mission and divine purpose
will be enriched for the betterment of all.

Q. � What is your assessment of Hel-
lenic College- Holy Cross School of Theol-
ogy?  What changes, if any, do you feel are
needed?

A. � Our School has a great mission: to
be the source for a faithful, well-trained, re-
sponsible clergy and to provide our Archdio-
cese with dedicated and pious lay leaders.  We
feel the School is on the right track and in the
future we shall witness even greater accom-
plishments of spiritual and academic excel-
lence.

Q. � How are plans for St. Basil Acad-
emy progressing?

A. � One can find all the answers in what
has recently been published in the Orthodox
Observer,  which is more or less the Church�s
position in this regard. I would urge all of our
faithful  and clergy to refer to what has been
officially published on this issue, if  specific
information is needed.

Q. � What is your opinion about how
the Church�s National Ministries are fi-

may increase our support to the Holy Arch-
diocese substantially which, in turn,
strengthens our varied ministries.  Also,
through the permanently restricted Endow-
ment Fund of the Archdiocese, Leadership
100, we continue to receive the benefits of
generous faithful, which assist not only in
cultivating the National Ministries, but as-
sure the vitality for the future.

Q. � What will be the main focus of
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew�s visit
next month?

A. � His All Holiness Bartholomew�s
visit to the United States is pastoral in fo-
cus. It is his first pilgrimage to this country
as Ecumenical Patriarch and therefore it is
his first opportunity to spiritually embrace
the 5 million Orthodox Christians of his
American flock. For Orthodox Christians, his
visit offers an affirmation of the profound
spiritual fulfillment and joy that is available
through Orthodoxy�s beautiful, powerful
and traditional teachings and practices. To
non- Orthodox Christians, his visit repre-
sents a precious opportunity to experience
Orthodoxy, the first and oldest Christian
church.  Orthodox Christianity is one of the
fastest growing faiths in the United States,
for Americans are turning to Orthodoxy in
record numbers.  His All Holiness hopes to
further shed light on the role our unchang-
ing faith plays in the modern world. Accord-
ingly, he will strive to open a dialogue with
Americans of all faiths on matters of global
concern, particularly human rights, religious
freedom, and the protection of the environ-
ment, the latter of which he has shown tre-
mendous personal leadership.

Q. � What special thought or mes-
sage do you wish to convey to the faithful
upon the first anniversary of your en-
thronement?

A. � This is the 75th anniversary of the
founding of the Archdiocese. It has truly
been a remarkable 75 years. Our parents
and grandparents toiled to make our Church
what it is today. Let us honor their memory
and deeply respect  the legacy they have
left to us. Let us build upon that legacy, and
build rightly, so that our right belief, our
ortho-doxia, may flourish in the years to
come, in the lives of our children�s children.

HIS EMINENCE reads from the New Testament at the Presidential Inaugural Prayer Service in January at the African Methodist
Episcopal Church in Washington as part of the inauguration events for President Clinton and Vice President Gore, who along with
their wives, were in the audience.         (N. Manginas photo)

ARCHBISHOP SPYRIDON views the Greek Independence Day Parade in New York in March.
(C. Hayden photo)

ATTENDING HIS first Epiphany celebration in Tarpon Springs, Fla., the Archbishop flings
the cross into Spring Bayou as dozens of teen-age boys prepare to retrieve it.

(N. Manginas photo)

nanced? How can the method be im-
proved?

A. � Along with our Total Commitment

Program that is our parishes� stewardship
to the Archdiocese, we are planning a new
emphasis on �LOGOS� (League of Greek Or-
thodox Stewards). Through this means, we

 His First Year of Service
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>Äåí äÝ÷ïìáé üôé âñßóêåóôå áíÜìåóá óôï Èåü êáé
ôïí Küóìï.

� Aõôü ôï ëÝôå ùò õðïõñãüò Eîùôåñéêþí ôçò EëëÜäïò
Þ ùò Èåüäùñïò ÐÜãêáëïò;

� Tï ëÝù ùò ü, ôé åßìáé. Káé íá îÝñåôå üôé áðü åäþ êáé
óôï åîÞò äåí èá âñåßôå ôçí EëëÜäá öéëéêÞ áðÝíáíôß óáò.

ÁèÞíá - ÖáíÜñé:

Ôïõ Ã. Ð. Ìáëïý÷ïõ*

M åôáöÝñù áõôüí ôï äéÜëïãï, üðùò ôïí
äéçãïýíôáé áîéüðéóôïé Üíèñùðïé êáé ìåôÜ
áðü áñêåôÝò åâäïìÜäåò äéóôáãìïý. Èá

÷áéñüìïõí ðñáãìáôéêÜ áí ôýã÷áíå ïõóéáóôéêÞò
äéÜøåõóçò áðü ôïí ê. ÐÜãêáëï êé áò ÷ñåùèþ Ýíá
ðñüâëçìá äåïíôïëïãßáò êáé ìéá «áðñÝðåéá» Ýíáíôé ôïõ
÷áñéóìáôéêïý áõôïý áíèñþðïõ. ¼ìùò ç áðüöáóç íá
áíáöåñèþ óôï ðåñéóôáôéêü ðïõ ëÝãåôáé üôé óõíÝâç
áíÜìåóá óôïí ¸ëëçíá õðïõñãü Eîùôåñéêþí êáé ôïõò
åêðñïóþðïõò ôïõ Oéêïõìåíéêïý ÐáôñéÜñ÷ç Báñèï-
ëïìáßïõ, ðñéí ëßãï êáéñü óôçí AèÞíá, ïöåßëåôáé óôï üôé
ðñüêåéôáé ãéá ìéá áðü ôéò (äõóôõ÷þò ëßãåò ðéá)
ðåñéðôþóåéò üðïõ ôá ëüãéá ôïõ ê. ÐÜãêáëïõ âãÞêáí,
êáé ìÜëéóôá óå ÷ñüíï ìçäÝí, áëçèéíÜ. ¹ôáí áíÜãêç;

ÐñÜãìáôé, ôïõò ôåëåõôáßïõò ìÞíåò ôï Oéêïõìåíéêü
Ðáôñéáñ÷åßï âñÞêå ìðñïóôÜ ôïõ ìéá AèÞíá ðñùôü-
ãíùñç. ÐïôÝ Üëëïôå óôç ìáêñÜ éóôïñßá ôçò äéáâßùóÞò
ôçò õðü ôïõò Tïýñêïõò êáé (ôçí ðéï óýíôïìç) ôçò
õðÜñîåùò ôïõ Eëëçíéêïý KñÜôïõò, ç ðñþôç ôùí
Oñèïäüîùí Eêêëçóéþí äåí áíôéìåôþðéóå áðü ôï êÝíôñï
ôïõ åëëçíéóìïý ôçí ðñùôïöáíÞ Üñíçóç ðïõ Ýæçóå óôï
ðñüóùðï ôçò êõâÝñíçóçò Óçìßôç. Eßíáé ðáóßãíùóôï üôé
ï ¸ëëçíáò ðñùèõðïõñãüò äåí ôñÝöåé ôçí ðáñáìéêñÞ
óõìðÜèåéá ãéá ôá ôçò åêêëçóßáò êáé åßíáé åðßóçò âÝâáéï
üôé ï õðïõñãüò ôïõ ôùí Eîùôåñéêþí æåé Ýíôïíç ôçí
áíÜãêç íá åßíáé ôÝëïò ðÜíôùí êáé óå êÜôé áñåóôüò óôïí
åðéêåöáëÞò ôçò êõâÝñíçóçò, þóôå íá éóïññïðÞóåé êáôÜ
êÜðïéï ôñüðï ôïõò ðïëëáðëïýò ðïíïêåöÜëïõò ðïõ ôïõ
äçìéïõñãåß (áí êáé äýóêïëá èá ìðïñïýóå íá åðéôåõ÷èåß
ìéá ôÝôïéá éóïññïðßá ìå äåäïìÝíç ôçí áðüëõôç
áóõìöùíßá ÷áñáêôÞñùí ðïõ ÷ùñßæåé ôïõò äýï Üíäñåò).

Ëõðïýìáé îáíÜ ãéá ôçí «øõ÷ïëïãéêÞ» êáé áóöáëþò
ìç áðïäåßîéìç åñìçíåßá ôçò å÷èñéêÞò óôÜóçò ôçò
EëëçíéêÞò KõâÝñíçóçò Ýíáíôé ôïõ Öáíáñßïõ, áëëÜ
ðïëéôéêÜ áðü ðïõèåíÜ äåí ðñïêýðôåé ìéá ôÝôïéáò
óçìáóßáò ìåôáâïëÞ ôçò óôÜóçò ôïõ Eëëçíéêïý KñÜôïõò
Ýíáíôé ôïõ Oéêïõìåíéêïý Ðáôñéáñ÷åßïõ, óáí åêåßíç ðïõ
ðñïÝêõøå áðü ôçí åðáìöïôåñßæïõóá óôÜóç ðïõ
ôçñÞèçêå ðñüóöáôá óôá èÝìáôá åíßó÷õóÞò ôïõ. Káé åäþ
ðñïêýðôåé ôï ïõóéþäåò. Oõóéþäåò, ãéáôß äåß÷íåé óå
ðïéïõò êéíäýíïõò åêôßèåíôáé êáé ïé ðëÝïí ðÜãéåò èÝóåéò
ôïõ óêëçñïý ðõñÞíá ôçò åèíéêÞò ðïëéôéêÞò üôáí ãéá ôïí
Ýíá Þ ôïí Üëëï ëüãï ôá ðñÜãìáôá ãßíïíôáé óôï óêïôÜäé,
÷ùñßò ôç íïìéìïðïßçóç ðïõ Ý÷ïõí áíÜãêç.

H óõíåñãáóßá ôçò EëëÜäáò ìå ôï ÖáíÜñé áðïôåëåß
Ýíá åßäïò Üñèñïõ «Üôõðïõ ÓõíôÜãìáôïò», ìéá êáé ðïôÝ
ùò ôþñá äåí êëïíßóôçêå áðü êáìéÜ êõâÝñíçóç - áõôü
êáé ìüíï áðïäåéêíýåé ôçí åêáôÝñùèåí óçìáóßá ôçò. Må
ôï öüâï ôùí Tïýñêùí êáé ôçí áíüçôç çôôïðáèÞ ðïëéôéêÞ
ðïõ (åðßóçò Üôõðá) êõñéÜñ÷çóå Ýíáíôé ôçò ¢ãêõñáò ôá
ìåôáðïëåìéêÜ ÷ñüíéá (êáé ìïéÜæåé óÞìåñá íá äßíåé ôïõò
ðéêñïýò, áíÜîéïõò êáñðïýò ôçò), ç óõíåñãáóßá Aèçíþí
- Öáíáñßïõ Þôáí ðÜíôá Ýíá êïéíü öïâéóìÝíï ìõóôéêü,
áðü åêåß ðïõ, Ýóôù êáé ìå äõóêïëßåò, èá ìðïñïýóå íá
Þôáí ôßôëïò ôéìÞò êáé ìï÷ëüò äéåèíïýò êáé åëëçíï-
ôïõñêéêÞò ðïëéôéêÞò. Eìåßò ðñïôéìÞóáìå äõóôõ÷þò ôá
åýêïëá. . .

Aí üìùò ôï 1952 Þ ôï 1975 åß÷å åðéêñáôÞóåé ìéá Üëëç
ðïëéôéêÞ ëïãéêÞ, áóöáëþò èá Þôáí æÞôçìá ôÜîåùò ãéá
ôçí EëëÜäá íá äéáäçëþóåé ôçí ðñïíïìéáêÞ óôÞñéîÞ ôçò
óôïí Oéêïõìåíéêü Èñüíï. ¼ìùò êÜôé ôÝôïéï äåí
ôïëìÞèçêå ðïôÝ êáé ãé�áõôü ôï Eëëçíéêü KñÜôïò
õéïèÝôçóå ìéá åêðåóìÝíç ìïñöÞ óõìðåñéöïñÜò. Káé
êáëõììÝíï ðßóù áðü ôçí õðïêñéóßá ôïõ «äéðëùìáôéêïý
÷åéñéóìïý», äåí Ýðáøå ðïôÝ íá áíáãíùñßæåé ôéò åõèýíåò
ôïõ Ýíáíôé ôïõ Öáíáñßïõ Ýìðñáêôá ìåí, áëëÜ óéùðçñÜ.

AõôÞ ç óôÜóç Ýíáíôé ôïõ Öáíáñßïõ (áíÜëïãåò ôçò
ïðïßáò åßäáìå äéá÷ñïíéêÜ, Ýíáíôé ôçò åîÜñèñùóçò ôïõ
åëëçíéóìïý ôçò Kùíóôáíôéíïýðïëçò, óôçí ºìâñï êáé óôçí
TÝíåäï, óôçí Kýðñï êáé óôçí ºìéá) äçìéïýñãçóå ôñßá
óïâáñÜ ðñïâëÞìáôá: (á) áäõíÜôéóå (Þ íÝêñùóå;) ôá
áíôáíáêëáóôéêÜ ôïõ «êõñßáñ÷ïõ» ëáïý Ýíáíôé åíüò
æçôÞìáôïò ôüóï ìåãÜëïõ, óôï ïðïßï ìüíïí áõôüò ðñÝðåé
íá ìðïñåß íá ëÜâåé ôçí ôåëéêÞ åõèýíç, (â) Ýäùóå üëá áõôÜ
ôá ÷ñüíéá óôçí Tïõñêßá ôçí åëåõèåñßá íá ðñÜôôåé
ðåñßðïõ ü, ôé åðéèõìåß åéò âÜñïò ôïõ Ðáôñéáñ÷åßïõ, ìå
êáôáóôñïöéêÝò óõíÝðåéåò êáé (ã) äçìéïýñãçóå ôéò
ðñïûðïèÝóåéò þóôå íá Ýñèåé (êáëÞ þñá) êÜðïéá óôéãìÞ
ìéá «÷» ðïëéôéêÞ çãåóßá êáé íá ìåôñÞóåé ôá óõìöÝñïíôá
êáé ôéò åõèýíåò ôïõ Eëëçíéêïý KñÜôïõò, Ýíáíôé åíüò

ôÝôïéáò äéÜñêåéáò êáé óçìáóßáò äéåèíïýò ðïëéôéêïý
æçôÞìáôïò, ìå ìÝôñï ôï áí ï ðñùèõðïõñãüò Þ ï
õðïõñãüò Eîùôåñéêþí ðÜíå ôçí KõñéáêÞ óôçí åêêëçóßá.

Eßíáé ðåñßðïõ óáí íá áðïöáóßæåéò íá äéáëýóåéò ôï
óôñáôü åðåéäÞ, üôáí Þóïõí ìéêñüò, äåí Ýðáéæåò ìå
óôñáôéùôÜêéá, Þ íá êëåßóåéò ôá ó÷ïëåßá åðåéäÞ äåí Þóïõí
êáëüò ìáèçôÞò êáé óå åíï÷ëïýóáí.

Må ôçí ðïëéôéêÞ ôïõò Ýíáíôé ôïõ Öáíáñßïõ, ïé ê. ê.
Óçìßôçò êáé ÐÜãêáëïò êÜíïõí áêñéâþò áõôü. EðåéäÞ «äåí
ôïõò áñÝóåé íá öéëÜíå ÷Ýñéá êáé íá âëÝðïõí ñÜóá»,
ìðÞêáí óôïí ðåéñáóìü íá êëåßóïõí êõñéïëåêôéêÜ ôï
ïîõãüíï Ýíáíôé åíüò áñ÷áßïõ èåóìïý, ôïí åðéêåöáëÞò
ôïõ ïðïßïõ äÝ÷åôáé ìå ôéìÝò áñ÷çãïý êñÜôïõò ï Ðñüåäñïò
ôùí HÐA Þ ôï Eõñùðáúêü Kïéíïâïýëéï, óõíáíôÜ ùò
éóüôéìü ôïõ ï ÐÜðáò, åðéóêÝðôåôáé ó÷åäüí êÜèå áñ÷çãüò
êñÜôïõò Þ êõâåñíÞóåùò ðïõ ôõ÷áßíåé íá âñåèåß óôçí
Kùíóôáíôéíïýðïëç. EðåéäÞ «äåí áíôÝ÷ïõí ôïõò
ðáðÜäåò», áíéóôüñçôïé êáé áäõíáôþíôáò íá áíôé-
ëçöèïýí ôï ðïëéôéêü êåöÜëáéï ðïõ óðáôáëïýí, âïçèïýí
íá óôåñçèåß ï åëëçíéóìüò Ýíá ðñùôåßï ðïõ ï ìéóüò
÷ñéóôéáíéêüò êüóìïò ôï ïñÝãåôáé êáé ï Üëëïò ìéóüò ôï
öïâÜôáé. Ðïõ ìðïñåß íá Ý÷åé äéåèíÞ åìâÝëåéá ìåãáëýôåñç
áêüìç êáé áðü ôçí ðéï ÷áñéóìáôéêÞ EëëçíéêÞ KõâÝñíçóç,

Aðü åäþ êáé ðÝñá, æçôþ óõããíþìç ãéá ôçí Ýíôïíç
ðáñïõóßá åîïìïëïãçôéêïý óôïé÷åßïõ, áëëÜ ëüãïé
áîéïðéóôßáò ôï êáèéóôïýí áíáãêáßï: ðñïóùðéêÜ äéáôçñþ
óïâáñÝò åðéöõëÜîåéò ãéá êÜðïéåò áðü ôéò ðñüóöáôåò
åðéëïãÝò ôïõ Oéêïõìåíéêïý Èñüíïõ. Eíßïôå äå, ôåëéêÜ
ìÜëëïí áñêåôÜ óõ÷íÜ, áìöéóâçôþ êáé ôçí ðßóôç ìïõ óôï
Èåü. MÝ÷ñé üìùò íá ìïõ êÜíåé ôçí ôéìÞ íá ìå êáëÝóåé ï
ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò ãéá íá æçôÞóåé ôç ãíþìç ìïõ Þ ìÝ÷ñé íá
áðïöáóßóù üôé áõôÞ Ý÷åé ôüóç óçìáóßá þóôå íá èÝóù
óôçí õðçñåóßá ôçò ôï äçìïóéïãñáöéêü ðñïíüìéï, ïé
åðéöõëÜîåéò áõôÝò ðáñáìÝíïõí ìéá áõóôçñÜ ðñïóùðéêÞ
ìïõ õðüèåóç. ¸÷ïíôáò üìùò ðïëý ðéï Ýíôïíåò
åðéöõëÜîåéò ãéá ôï ðþò åðéôåëïýí ôá êáèÞêïíôÜ ôïõò
ïé ê. ê. Óçìßôçò êáé ÐÜãêáëïò (ðñïóï÷Þ: áõôïß äåí æïõí
õðü ôïí Tïýñêï, ìÜëëïí ðáñÜ ôù Tïýñêù æïõí. . . ), äåí
ãñÜöù ôï ãåëïßï (üôáí äåí åßíáé óðáñáêôéêü) «íá öýãåé
ï Óçìßôçò», Þ «íá öýãåé ï ÐÜãêáëïò», ïýôå ðïëý
ðåñéóóüôåñï «íá êëåßóåé ôï Máîßìïõ», Þ «íá êëåßóåé ôï
YÐEÎ»! Náé, åßíáé áóôåßï.

Aõôü üìùò áêñéâþò åßíáé ðïõ ìðÞêå óôïí ðåéñáóìü
íá êÜíåé ç EëëçíéêÞ KõâÝñíçóç: äåí ôçò áñÝóïõí «ïé
ðáðÜäåò» âïçèÜ íá «êëåßóåé» ôï ÖáíÜñé. ¸ôóé ìå ôçí
ðïëéôéêÞ ôçò ôüóï ãýñù áðü ïéêïíïìéêÜ (áöÞíïíôáò íá
ðëáíÜôáé áâåâáéüôçôá êáé öÞìåò ðåñéêïðþí Þ äéáêïðÞò
Þ åðáíáöïñÜò ôçò åíßó÷õóçò ôïõ Öáíáñéïý ðñÜãìá
÷åéñüôåñï åíôÝëåé áðü ôïí ßäéï ôïí ôåñìáôéóìü ôçò
åíßó÷õóçò) üóï êáé ãýñù áðü äéïéêçôéêÜ èÝìáôá ðïõ ôï
áöïñïýí. MÜëéóôá, ìå ôçí áäéáíüçôç áðüöáóÞ ôçò íá
êÜíåé äåêôÜ ôá ðéóôïðïéçôéêÜ êáé Üëëùí Eëëçíïñèüäïîùí
åêêëçóéþí ôçò áëëïäáðÞò, ðëçí áõôþí ðïõ åêäßäïõí ôá
Ðáôñéáñ÷åßá, ü÷é ìüíï ôá áäõíáôßæåé, áëëÜ, ôï êõñéüôåñï,
åêêïëÜðôåé óïâáñüôáôá ñÞãìáôá óôçí åíüôçôá ôùí
ïìïãåíþí ðëçèõóìþí, ðïõ, åßôå ôï èÝëåé åßôå ü÷é ï ê.
Óçìßôçò, æïõí óôç óõíôñéðôéêÞ ôïõò ðëåéïøçößá ãýñù
áðü ôçí åêêëçóßá, ôçí Eëëçíïñèüäïîç åííïþ.

ÐñïóùðéêÜ êáé ðÜëé, áðü êáèáñÜ ìïõóéêÞ Üðïøç
(åßôå ôï èÝëåé ï ê. Óçìßôçò åßôå ü÷é, ç åëëçíéêÞ èåïëïãßá
áðÝ÷åé Ýôç öùôüò áðü áõôÞ ôçò êáèïëéêÞò åêêëçóßáò Þ
ôçò ìåôáññýèìéóçò - áí ñùôÞóåé ëïõèçñáíïýò - èá ôïõ
ôï âåâáéþóïõí áìÝóùò) êé åãþ èá Þèåëá íá áêïýù êáé
ôï Matthaus Passion ôïõ J. S. Bach ôï ÐÜó÷á (áí êáé äåí
ðÜíå ìå ôï áñíß), ÷ùñßò ðÜíôùò íá óôåñçèþ ôç
Ëåéôïõñãßá ôçò MåãÜëçò ÐÝìðôçò Þ ôï «Aé Ãåíåáß ÐÜóáé».
Äåí Ýãéíå. Äåí ôï êÜíù èÝìá. . . Tá áêïýù óðßôé ìïõ,
óõíÞèùò óôçí õðÝñï÷ç åããñáöÞ ôïõ Eugen Jochum. Aí
äåí ôá Ý÷åé, íá ôïõ ôá óôåßëù.

Aí êáé, ìðá, äåí Ý÷åé íüçìá. Aí ôá áðïêôÞóåé, èá
ðÜíå Ü÷ñçóôá, åíþ, áí ôá ÷ñåéÜæåôáé, áóöáëþò èá ôá
Ý÷åé.

(*) Ï Ãåþñãéïò Ð. Ìáëïý÷ïò åßíáé ðïëéôéêüò
åðéóôÞìùí. ÓõíåñãÜóôçêå ìå ôïí «Ïéêïíïìéêü Ôá÷õäñüìï»
êõñßùò óå èÝìáôá äéåèíþí ó÷Ýóåùí êáé Êõðñéáêïý.
Áó÷ïëåßôáé ìå ôçí êëáóéêÞ ìïõóéêÞ êáé ðáñÜëëçëá
ïëïêëçñþíåé ôï äéäáêôïñéêü ôïõ. Ôï Üñèñï áõôü
äçìïóéåýèçêå ðñüóöáôá óôï ðåñéïäéêü «ÓáìéæíôÜô».

Må ôïí öüâï ôùí Tïýñêùí
ç óõíåñãáóßá

Aèçíþí-Öáíáñßïõ
Þôáí ðÜíôá
Ýíá êïéíü

öïâéóìÝíï ìõóôéêü
áíôß íá åßíáé ôßôëïò ôéìÞò.

êáé ç ïðïßá ìðïñåß íá ðáßîåé ïõóéþäç ñüëï óôéò
åëëçíïôïõñêéêÝò ó÷Ýóåéò. Eßíáé áóôåßï, áëëÜ ìüíï ôï
ôåëåõôáßï áí åß÷å êáôáëÜâåé ï ê. Óçìßôçò, èá åß÷å êáé 180
ìïßñåò äéÜöïñç ðïëéôéêÞ Ýíáíôé ôïõ Öáíáñßïõ áðü áõôÞ
ðïõ Ý÷åé óÞìåñá: âñÝèçêå üìùò êáé êáíåßò íá ôïõ ôï ðåé;
Óôï óõ÷íÜ íïóçñü ðïëéôéêü ìáò ðåñéâÜëëïí ðïéïò ôïëìÜ
íá óõìâïõëåýóåé ôïí «ðñþôï»; (Káé ðïéïò ðñþôïò Ý÷åé
áíÜãêç óõìâïõëþí;) Tï äõóÜñåóôï êëßìá öáßíåôáé êáé
áðü ôï áêüëïõèï ðåñéóôáôéêü: Ðñï åâäïìÜäùí, üôáí ï
¸ëëçí õðïõñãüò Eîùôåñéêþí âñÝèçêå óôçí Ðüëç ãéá íá
ìåôÜó÷åé óôéò åñãáóßåò ôçò Ðáñåõîåßíéáò êáé íá
÷áñéåíôéóèåß Þ íá äéáìïñöþóåé ðïëéôéêÞ ìå ôçí ê. TóéëÝñ,
äåí âñÞêå ôï ÷ñüíï ìéáò åðéóêÝøåùò óôï ÖáíÜñé.

Tï Oéêïõìåíéêü Ðáôñéáñ÷åßï åßíáé èåóìüò. Káé, üðùò
êÜèå èåóìüò, õðçñåôåßôáé áðü áíèñþðïõò, óôç óõãêå-
êñéìÝíç äå ðåñßðôùóç õðü óõíèÞêåò ôñáãéêÝò. Oé
Üíèñùðïé ìðïñåß íá êÜíïõí ëÜèç - ëßãá Þ ðïëëÜ ëÜèç.

Ðþò ðëçñþíïíôáé ï öüâïò êáé ç õðïêñéóßá

×ÉÏÓ.- Ìå áãÜðç êáé óõãêßíçóç ï ëáüò ôçò ×ßïõ õðïäÝ÷èçêå ôïí Áýãïõóôï ôïí Ïéêïõìåíéêü ÐáôñéÜñ÷ç ê.
Âáñèïëïìáßï ðïõ åðéóêÝöèçêå ôï íçóß. ÐëÞñåò ñåðïñôÜæ óôï åðüìåíï ôåý÷ïò. (öùô. Íéê. Ìáããßíá)
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ÍÅÁ ÕÏÑÊÇ.� Ï ÈåïöéëÝóôáôïò Åðßóêïðïò
Ìåëüçò ê. Öéëüèåïò, âïçèüò ðáñÜ ôù Áñ÷éåðéóêüðù áðü
ôïí ÖåâñïõÜñéï 1992, áðï÷ùñåß áðü ôçí åíåñãü
õðçñåóßá ôçí 1ç Ïêôùâñßïõ 1997, ìå ôÞ óõìðëÞñùóç

Áöõðçñåôåß ï Åðßóêïðïò Ìåëüçò Öéëüèåïò
ôïõ 72ïõ Ýôïõò ôçò çëéêßáò ôïõ.

Ï Åðßóêïðïò Ìåëüçò ÷åéñïôïíÞèçêå áðü ôïí Óåâ.
Áñ÷éåðßóêïðï ê. ÉÜêùâï ôïí Éïýíéï 1971 êáé õðçñÝôçóå
ùò åðüðôçò ôùí êïéíïôÞôùí Ìáí÷Üôáí, Ìðñïýêëéí,
ÓôÜôåí Áúëáíô êáé Ìðñïíî.

ÊáôÜ êüóìïí ÌÜñêïò ÊáñáìÞôóïò, ãåííÞèçêå óôçí
Êùíóôáíôéíïýðïëç. Óå ìéêñÞ çëéêßá ðÞãå óôçí ÅëëÜäá,
üðïõ êáé ôåëåßùóå ôï åîáôÜîéï ÃõìíÜóéï êáé óôç óõíÝ÷åéá
ôéò óðïõäÝò ôïõ óôç ÈåïëïãéêÞ Ó÷ïëÞ ôïõ Ðáíå-
ðéóôçìßïõ Áèçíþí.

×åéñïôïíÞèçêå ÄéÜêïíïò ôï 1950 êáé õðçñÝôçóå óôïí
Êáèåäñéêü Íáü Áèçíþí êáé óôï ÐáñåêêëÞóéï ôùí
Áíáêôüñùí. Ôï 1960 Þëèå óôéò ÇíùìÝíåò Ðïëéôåßåò, ìåôÜ
áðü ðñüóêëçóç ôïõ Áñ÷éåðéóêüðïõ Éáêþâïõ.

×åéñïôïíÞèçêå óå Ðñåóâýôåñï ôï 1961 êáé õðçñÝ-
ôçóå ùò ÉåñÝáò óôéò êïéíüôçôåò ôïõ Åõáããåëéóìïý ôçò
Èåïôüêïõ óôï ÓêñÜíôïí, ÐåíóéëâÜíéáò (äåêáåôßá ôïõ �60)
êáé ôïõ Áãßïõ Åëåõèåñßïõ óôï Ìáí÷Üôáí (1965-1971).

ÌåôÜ  ôÞ ÷åéñïôïíßá ôïõ óå åðßóêïðï õðçñÝôçóå
ôçí ÉåñÜ Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞ ãéá 25 ïëüêëçñá ÷ñüíéá ùò Âïçèüò
Åðßóêïðïò ôïõ Áñ÷éåðéóêüðïõ. ÄéáôÝëåóå äéåõèõíôÞò ôçò
Áêáäçìßáò ôïõ Áãßïõ Âáóéëåßïõ åðß ôñéåôßá êáé õðåýèõíïò
Üëëùí õðçñåóéþí ôçò É. Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò.

ÌåôÜ ôÞí ðáñáßôçóç ôïõ Óåâ. Áñ÷éåðéóêüðïõ ê.
Éáêþâïõ, ï Åðßóêïðïò Ìåëüçò ðáñÝìåéíå åðß Ýíá áêüìç
Ýôïò óôçí Ýäñá ôçò É. Áñ÷éåðéóêïðÞò, ðñïóöÝñïíôáò ìå
ðéóôüôçôá ôéò õðçñåóßåò ôïõ óôüí íÝï Áñ÷éåðßóêïðï
ÁìåñéêÞò ê. Óðõñßäùíá.

Ó ôá ÷ñüíéá ìáò ôá ÅëëçíéêÜ ÃñÜììáôá ôåßíïõí
íá ãßíïõí öáéíüìåíá ìå ðáãêüóìéá áêôéíïâïëßá
êé åðéññïÞ. Ôï ìåãÜëï åñþôçìá üìùò äåí åßíáé

ç ãëþóóá êáé ç ãñáììáôéêÞ öüñìá, áëëÜ ôï ðíåýìá êé ç
ïéêïõìåíéêüôçôá ôïõ Åëëçíéêïý Ðíåýìáôïò. Áêüìç êáé
óôçí Ôïõñêïêñáôßá, áí êáé äåí Ý÷ïõìå ÃñÜììáôá, Ý÷ïõìå
üìùò ôïõò Ëüãéïõò ôçò ÄéáóðïñÜò. Êé áò ìçí îå÷íÜìå
ðùò áðü ôçí ÄéáóðïñÜ ðñïÝñ÷ïíôáé ðïëëïß áðü ôïõò
íåüôåñïõò ìåãÜëïõò ìáò: Ï ÊïñáÞò, ï Óïëïìüò, ï
ÊáâÜöçò, ï ÓåöÝñçò...

ÔÁ ÅËËÇÍÉÊÁ ÃÑÁÌÌÁÔÁ ÓÇÌÅÑÁ:
Åèíéêéóìüò

Þ Ïéêïõìåíéóìüò;

ôïõ Öþôéïõ Ê. Ëßôóá

Ï óõãêñçôéóìüò êáé ç ðïëõðñáãìïóýíç ôçò åðï÷Þò
ìáò óðñþ÷íïõí óå êáôåõèýíóåéò ðïõ ôï ðáñáäïóéáêü
åëëçíéêü ó÷ïëåßï áãíïïýóå ìÝ÷ñé êáé ÷èåò. ÐÝñáóå ç
åðï÷Þ ôïõ ó÷ïëáóôéêéóìïý êáé öáßíåôáé ðùò Ý÷åé ðéÜ
ðåñÜóåé êé ç ðåñßïäïò ôçò ãñáììáôéêÞò. Åêåßíï ðïõ
ìÜëëïí áðáó÷ïëåß ôç íÝá ãñáììáôïëïãéêÞ äåïíôïëïãßá
åßíáé âáóéêÜ ç áßóèçóç êé ï ñåáëéóìüò, ç äïìÞ êáé ôï ýöïò,
ðñïðÜíôùí üìùò ç øõ÷Þ êáé ôï ðíåýìá ôçò ãëþóóáò.
Óçìáóßá äåí Ý÷ïõí ïé ãñáììáôéêïß êáíüíåò êé ç
áðïóôÞèéóç, áëëÜ ôï áíèñþðéíï ðëçóßáóìá êáé ô�
áíèñùðéóôéêü ìÞíõìá. Ôï ðïëéôéóôéêü áéóèçôÞñéï êáé ôï
êïéíùíéêü âÜèïò ôçò ãëþóóáò. Êé üóïé ëïãïôÝ÷íåò ìáò
ðÝôõ÷áí êÜôé ôÝôïéï, Ýóðáóáí áõôüíïìá êáé ôï öñÜãìá
ôïõ åèíéóìïý. Êáé íá ãéáôß ìáæß ôïõò Ýãéíáí ïéêïõìåíéêÜ
öáéíüìåíá, êé ç êïõëôïýñá ìáò, êáé ôá ÃñÜììáôÜ ìáò.

Ìðïñïýìå ùóôüóï íá ìéëÜìå óÞìåñá ãéá ïéêïõ-
ìåíéêüôçôá ôùí Åëëçíéêþí ÃñáììÜôùí; Öáßíåôáé ðùò íáé!
¼óï êé áí ôï âáóéêü ÷áñáêôçñéóôéêü ôçò ëïãïôå÷íßáò
ìáò åßíáé ï ðåñéïñéóìüò ôçò óôïí åëëçíüöùíï êüóìï,
ðáñÜ ôéò ðåñéðÝôåéåò ìáò ìå ôçí íåïåëëçíéêÞ ãëþóóá
êáé ôéò áôÝñìïíåò ãëùóóéêÝò äéáìÜ÷åò ðïõ ôÜñáîáí ôçí
ðïñåßá ôçò ëïãïôå÷íßáò ìáò, ìðïñïýìå íïìßæù íá ìéëÜìå
óÞìåñá ãéá ïéêïõìåíéêüôçôá ôùí Åëëçíéêþí ÃñáììÜôùí.
Êáé ôïýôï ü÷é ãéáôß ï äõôéêüò ðïëéôéóìüò óôçñßæåôáé óôá
ÅëëçíéêÜ ÃñÜììáôá êé ç êëáóéêÞ ìáò ôïõëÜ÷éóôïí ãëþóóá
åßíáé óåâáóôÞ äéåèíþò.

Ç êßíçóç êáé ç åðéññïÞ ôùí íåïåëëçíéêþí ãñáììÜôùí
êáé óôéò ðÝíôå çðåßñïõò åßíáé óÞìåñá óçìáíôéêÞ. Êáé
ìïëïíüôé ç íåïåëëçíéêÞ ãëþóóá, üðïéáò ìïñöÞò,
áðïôåëåß ëüãù ôïõ ðåñéïñéóìïý ôçò ìåãÜëï öñáãìü ãéá
ôçí äéÜäïóç ôçò ëïãïôå÷íßáò ðïõ ãñÜöåôáé ó� áõôÞí,
ðïëëïß óõããñáöåßò ìáò óðÜóáíå ôï öñÜãìá ôïõ
ðåñéïñéóìïý êáé ãßíáíå ðáãêüóìéïé, äéáâáóôÞêáíå ðëáôéÜ
êé åðéäñÜóáí óå äéåèíÞ êëßìáêá êáé ìå äéåèíÞ áêôéíïâïëßá.
Êé Ýôóé ìå ôçí ìåãáëïóýíç ôïõò Ý÷ïõí îåðåñÜóåé ôïõò
öñáãìïýò ôçò ãëþóóáò, óðÜóáíå ôá óýíïñá ôçò
ÅëëÜäáò êáé ìåôåùñßæïíôáé óÞìåñá óôçí ðáãêïóìéüôçôá
êáé ôïí êïóìïðïëéôéóìü ôçò åðï÷Þò ìáò. Åßíáé ðéá
óõããñáöåßò ðÝñá áð� ôÞ öõëÞ, ðÝñá áðü ôïí ôüðï êáé
ðÝñá áðü ôïí ÷ñüíï. ÁíÞêïõí óôïí ¢íèñùðï, üðïõ ãçò,
áíÞêïõí óôçí Áèáíáóßá. . .

¸ôóé, ãéÜ ôï äÜóêáëï ôùí Åëëçíéêþí, áðïìÝíåé ôï
ôñáãéêü äßëçììá í� áêïëïõèÞóåé ôçí ðáôñïðáñÜäïôç
äéäáóêáëßá ôçò ãëþóóáò óáí üñãáíï åêöñáóôéêÞò
ôåëåéüôçôáò Þ ìáæß ìå ôç ãëþóóá í� áðëùèåß êáé óôá
èÝìáôá ôçò êïõëôïýñáò, ôçò øõ÷ïóýíèåóçò, êáé ôçò
ðïëéôéêÞò êëçñïíïìßáò ôïõ ëáïý ðïõ ÷ñçóéìïðïéåß ôïýôç
ôç ãëþóóá óáí ìçôñéêÞ.

Ç óçìáóßá ôçò ÅëëçíéêÞò ãëþóóáò óáí ìïñöÞ
åðéêïéíùíßáò öáßíåôáé ðùò óéãÜ- óéãÜ ìåéþíåôáé.
ÄéáôçñÞèçêå óáí ãëþóóá ïéêïõìåíéêÞ ìÝ÷ñé ôéò áñ÷Ýò
ôïõ åéêïóôïý áéþíá. ÓÞìåñá êáé ïé ßäéïé ïé ¸ëëçíåò ôçò
ÅëëÜäáò ôåßíïõí í�áðïäå÷ôïýí ìå ñåáëéóôéêÞ øõ÷ñüôçôá
ôçí õðïâÜèìéóç ôçò åèíéêÞò ãëþóóáò. ¢ëëùóôå ç
ïéêïõìåíéêüôçôá ôçò ÅëëçíéêÞò åêðñïóùðÞèçêå ðÜíôá
ìå ôçí êáèáñåýïõóá. Ç ôåëéêÞ åðéêñÜôçóç ôçò äçìïôéêÞò
áíáìößâïëá �êáé ðüóï ôñáãéêÜ� óõìðßðôåé êáé ì�áõôü:
ðùò ôá ÅëëçíéêÜ óÞìåñá ðåñéïñßæïíôáé óå ìéá ÷þñá, ôçí
ÅëëÜäá, êáé óå ìéá ïìÜäá, ôïõò ¸ëëçíåò. Äåí áíÞêïõí
óôïí Åëëçíéóìü óáí ïéêïõìåíéêÞ åííïßá áëëÜ óôçí ÅëëÜäá
óáí åèíéêü üñéï. Êáé íá ãéáôß ôá ÅëëçíéêÜ ÃñÜììáôá óå
ëïãïôå÷íéêü êáé ðïëéôéóôéêü óýíïëï åßíáé ôï ìüíï ðïõ
ìðïñåß íá âïçèÞóåé êáé ôç ãëþóóá íá óôáèåß êáé íá
åðéâéþóåé óáí ïéêïõìåíéêü éäåþäåò.

Ìå áõôÝò ôéò üìïñöåò ëÝîåéò ï èåßïò õìíùäüò ôçò
Åêêëçóßáò ìáò åêöñÜæåé ôçí ðáíïñèüäïîç åõóÝâåéá
ôïõ ëáïý ìáò ðñïò ôïí ðáíóåâÜóìéï Óôáõñü ôïõ
Éçóïý ×ñéóôïý. Êáé óõíå÷ßæåé: «. . .Óôáõñüò ç ùñáéüôçò
ôçò Åêêëçóßáò, Óôáõñüò ÂáóéëÝùí ôï êñáôáßùìá,
Óôáõñüò ðéóôþí ôï óôÞñéãìá. Óôáõñüò áããÝëùí ç äüîá
êáé ôùí äáéìüíùí ôï ôñáýìá.»

¸ôóé, ìÝóá óôéò óýíôïìåò
áõôÝò ðïéçôéêÝò ãñáììÝò, ç
áðüëõôç êáé âáèåßá ðßóôç ôùí Ïñèïäüîùí ×ñé-
óôéáíþí ìáò ðñïò ôï ðáíÜãéï «Îýëï», åêöñÜæåôáé
ïëïæþíôáíá êáé ïëüøõ÷á. ÌÝóá ó� áõôÜ ôá ðáíÜãéá
áéóèÞìáôá ôéìÞò êáé áãÜðçò åïñôÜæåôáé óôéò 14
Óåðôåìâñßïõ êÜèå ÷ñüíïõ, ç
Õøùóç ôïõ Ôéìßïõ êáé Æùïðïéïý
Óôáõñïý.

Ïé éóôïñéêïß óõíäÝïõí ôçí
14ç Óåðôåìâñßïõ ìå ôçí åðá-
íÜêôçóç ôïõ Ôéìßïõ Óôáõñïý áðü
ôïí Âõæáíôéíü ÁõôïêñÜôïñá
ÇñÜêëåéï. ¹ôáí ôï Ýôïò 628,
üôáí ï çñùéêüò ÁõôïêñÜôùñ
åéóÞëèå óôçí Êùíóôáíôéíïýðïëç
ðåíé÷ñÜ åíäåäõìÝíïò êáé áíõðü-
äçôïò, êáé Ýöåñå åðß ôïõ þìïõ
ôïõ ôï ìÝñïò ôïõ Ôßìéïõ Îýëïõ,
ôï ïðïßï åß÷áí áöáñðÜóåé ïé
ÐÝñóåò ðñéí äåêáôÝóóåñá ÷ñüíéá
áðü ôçí Ðáëáéóôßíç. ÌÝóá óå
áôìüóöáéñá áãáëëßáóçò, ï ÇñÜ-
êëåéïò ìåôÝöåñå ôïí Ôßìéï Óôáõñü
óôï Íáü ôçò ÁíáóôÜóåùò, üðïõ
ï ÐáôñéÜñ÷çò Æá÷áñßáò áíý-
øùóå ðáíçãõñéêÜ ôïí Ôßìéï
Óôáõñü, åíþ êëÞñïò êáé ëáüò
Ýøáëáí ôï «Óþóïí Êýñéå ôïí
ëáüí Óïõ êáé åõëüãçóïí ôçí êëçñïíïìßáí Óïõ».
Óýíôïìá, ç ãéïñôÞ ôçò 14çò Óåðôåìâñßïõ îáðëþèçêå
óå ïëüêëçñï ôïí ÷ñéóôéáíéêü êüóìï, óôç äå ÁíáôïëÞ
Ýëáâå ôïí ÷áñáêôÞñá «ÄåóðïôéêÞò» åïñôÞò, åðß ôïýôï
áöéåñùèåßóçò óôï ðñüóùðï ôïõ Êõñßïõ çìþí Éçóïý
×ñéóôïý êáé óôçí ðÜíóåðôç ÓôáýñùóÞ Ôïõ. Êáé
åðåéäÞ ç ¾øùóç ôïõ Ôéìßïõ Óôáõñïý èåùñåßôáé
äåýôåñç ÌåãÜëç ÐáñáóêåõÞ, åðéâÜëëåôáé êáôÜ ôçí
áãßá áõôÞ çìÝñá íçóôåßá.

Âåâáßùò, ï Óôáõñüò, ùò ãåùìåôñéêü óýìâïëï,
êïóìéêÜ êáé áñãüôåñá ùò üñãáíï ôéìùñßáò, Þôáí
ãíùóôüò êáé óôïõò áñ÷áßïõò ̧ ëëçíåò, ôïõò Ñùìáßïõò,
ôïõò Áéãýðôéïõò êáé Üëëïõò ëáïýò ôçò ÌÝóçò êáé ¢ðù
ÁíáôïëÞò. Ùò ÷ñéóôéáíéêü üìùò óýìâïëï, åìöáíßæåôáé
Þäç áðü ôïí ðñþôï áéþíá, áëëÜ ìåôÜ ôïí èñßáìâï
ôïõ ×ñéóôéáíéóìïý êáé ìÜëéóôá êáôÜ ôçí åðï÷Þ ôïõ
ÌåãÜëïõ Êùíóôáíôßíïõ, ï óôáõñüò êáèßóôáôáé ôï

ÓÔÁÕÑÏÓ, Ï ÖÕËÁÊÁÓ
ÔÇÓ ÏÉÊÏÕÌÅÍÇÓ

éåñü ôñüðáéï êáé ôï íéêçöüñï ëÜâáñï ôçò Åêêëçóßáò
(ôÝôáñôïò áéþíáò). Ðñïöáíþò üìùò, ç ðñþôç êáè�
åáõôÞ ¾øùóç ôïõ Óôáõñïý êáé ç ðáëëáúêÞ áíáãíþ-
ñéóç ùò ôïõ îýëïõ ôçò æùÞò êáé ùò ïñãÜíïõ ôçò åí
×ñéóôþ óùôçñßáò, Ýãéíå, êáôÜ ðÜóá ðéèáíüôçôá, óôéò
14 Óåðôåìâñßïõ 335, ìåôÜ ôçí èáõìáôïõñãéêÞ

áíåýñåóç ôïõ Ôéìßïõ Óôáõñïý
áðü ôçí áãßá ÅëÝíç.

Ôï ðüóï ï Ôßìéïò Óôáõñüò
ôéìÞèçêå êáé áãáðÞèçêå óôçí Åêêëçóßá ìáò, äéáöáß-
íåôáé áðü ôá éåñÜ ÅõáããÝëéá, ôéò åðéóôïëÝò ôïõ
Ðáýëïõ êáé ôéò ôñéÜêïíôá êáé ðÝíôå ïìéëßåò áãßùí
ÐáôÝñùí ôçò Åêêëçóßáò ìáò, áðü ôçò åðï÷Þò ôïõ

Áãßïõ Áèáíáóßïõ (4ïò áéþíáò)
ìÝ÷ñé êáé ôçí åðï÷Þ ôïõ Ãñçãïñßïõ
ôïõ ÐáëáìÜ (14ïò áéþíáò) êáé ôïõ
ÖéëïèÝïõ Êùíóôáíôéíïõðüëåùò
(14ïò áéþíáò).

Ìå ðçãáßá óõãêßíçóç ï Áðü-
óôïëïò ôùí Åèíþí Ðáýëïò ãñÜöåé
ãéá «ôï óêÜíäáëï ôïõ Óôáõñïý»
(Ãáë. 5,11), áëëÜ êáé ãéÜ ôçí
«êáý÷çóßí» ôïõ åí ôù Óôáõñþ ôïõ
×ñéóôïý (Ãáë. 6,12). Êáé äéáêç-
ñýóóåé ðáíôïý üôé êçñýôôåé «Éç-
óïýí ×ñéóôüí êáé ôïýôïí åóôáõ-
ñùìÝíïí» (1 Êïñ. 1,13 êáé 2,2). Ï
Üãéïò ÉùÜííçò ï ×ñõóüóôïìïò
ãñÜöåé üôé ï Óôáõñüò åßíáé ôçò
«Åêêëçóßáò ç áóöÜëåéá» êáé áðï-
êáëåß ôïí Óôáõñü «åïñôÞí êáé
ðáíÞãõñéí ðíåõìáôéêÞí» (ïìéëßá 2
åéò ôïí Óôáõñü). Ï Üãéïò ÁíäñÝáò
ÊñÞôçò (8ïò áéþíáò) óõíïøßæåé
ôçí ÐáôåñéêÞ äéäáóêáëßá áíá-
öùíþíôáò, üôé ï Óôáõñüò ôïõ

×ñéóôïý åßíáé «. . . ×ñéóôéáíþí åëðßò, áðåãíùóìÝíùí
óùôÞñ, õãåßáò äïôÞñ. . . åõóåâåßáò ðñüãñáììá. . .
êëßìáî åéò ïõñáíüí Üãïõóá, ïäüò ðñïò áñåôÞí
ïäçãïýóá..» (Åéò åïñôÞí Õøþò). Óýã÷ñïíïò ¸ëëçí
ÉåñÜñ÷çò áðïêáëåß, ïñèþò, ôïí Óôáõñü ôïõ Êõñßïõ
«êáèÝäñá ôçò Ïñèïäüîïõ Èåïëïãßáò» (Ìçôñïð.
ÉåñïèÝïõ, «¼óïé Ðéóôïß», óåë. 252), äéüôé åêöñÜæåé êáé
âéïß êáé åìðíÝåé ôç æùÞ ôçò èõóßáò, ôç æùÞ ôçò áãÜðçò,
ôçí åëðéäïöüñï æùÞ ôçò ðáíåõöñïóýíïõ ÁíáóôÜóåùò.

Áò øÜëëïõìå, ëïéðüí, üëïé ìáæß óÞìåñá, ôïí
õðÝñï÷ï ýìíï ôçò Åêêëçóßáò ìáò: «Ôïí Óôáõñü óïõ
ðñïóêõíïýìå, ÄÝóðïôá êáé ôçí áãßá óïõ ÁíÜóôáóç
äïîÜæïõìå».

Ï Ãåþñãéïò Ó. ÌðåìðÞò åßíáé êáèçãçôÞò ôçò
Ðáôñïëïãßáò óôçí ÅëëçíéêÞ Ïñèüäïîç ÈåïëïãéêÞ
Ó÷ïëÞ ôïõ Ôéìßïõ Óôáõñïý, Âïóôþíçò.

ôïõ êáè. Ãåùñã. ÌðåìðÞ

ÍÅÁ ÕÏÑÊÇ.� ÌåôÜ áðü ðñüóêëçóç ôïõ éäñýìáôïò
Greek Children�s Fund, ôïõ áíôéêáñêéíéêïý êÝíôñïõ Óëüáí-
ÊÝôåñéíãê, ï Óåâ. Áñ÷éåðßóêïðïò ÁìåñéêÞò ê. Óðõñßäùí
óõììåôÝ÷åé ùò åðßôéìïò ðñüåäñïò ôçò ïñãáíùôéêÞò
åðéôñïðÞò, óôç «Óõíáõëßá ôçò Åëðßäáò.

Ðñüêåéôáé ãéá åêäÞëùóç åíßó÷õóçò ôïõ Ôáìåßïõ, óôçí
ïðïßá èá åìöáíéóôïýí åèåëïíôéêÜ ðÝíôå áðü ôïõò
ãíùóôüôåñïõò êáëëéôÝ÷íåò ôçò ÅëëÜäáò: Åëåõèåñßá
ÁñâáíéôÜêç, Ãéþñãïò ÍôáëÜñáò, Áëêßíïïò Éùáííßäçò,
ËÜêçò Ëáæüðïõëïò êáé Âáóßëçò Ðáðáêùíóôáíôßíïõ. Èá
ëÜâåé ÷þñá ôï ÓÜââáôï, 4 Ïêôùâñßïõ, óôï Madison
Square Garden ôçò ÍÝáò Õüñêçò.

«Ìå ôçí êáñäéÜ ãåìÜôç ÷áñÜ óõã÷áßñù üëïõò ôïõò
óõíôåëåóôÝò ôçò åêäÞëùóçò» äÞëùóå ï Óåâáóìéüôáôïò,
ðñïôñÝðïíôáò ôçí ÏìïãÝíåéá íá óõíäñÜìåé «ìå áãÜðç,
èáëðùñÞ êáé ÷ñéóôéáíéêü ðíåýìá ôá áäÝëöéá êáé ôá
ðáéäéÜ ìáò ðïõ äéøïýí ãéá Ýíá áðáëü ÷Üäé êáé öéëéêÞ
áãÜðç».

ÁîéÝðáéíç ðñïóðÜèåéá
ç Óõíáõëßá ôçò Åëðßäáò
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challengeYouth Ministry

By Katherine Katsanis

ECUMENICAL PECUMENICAL PECUMENICAL PECUMENICAL PECUMENICAL PAAAAATRIARTRIARTRIARTRIARTRIARCHCHCHCHCH
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PAN-ORTHODOX

YOUTH & YOUNG ADULT
FESTIVAL

Navy Pier
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 1997
�Patriarch Bartholomew Address
�Educational Presentations
�Historical & Cultural Presentation
�Orthodox Witness Presentation
�Prizes/Scholarship/Gifts, Give-Away
�Entertainment
All family members welcomed!

HOLY FATHERS SAYINGS

S A I N T S  &  F E A S T S

The Nativity of the Virgin Mary
September 8

If I took a poll of those in this
church who believe in the �big bang�
creation theory, many would be re-
luctant to share their trust in scien-
tific beliefs, fearing it would clash
with faith in God or may just offend
Father Nick!  On the other hand if at
the human genome project labora-
tories I took count of �logical� scien-
tists who did accept the reality of
miracles,  I would undoubtedly come
up short.  However, as a Greek Or-
thodox Christian I know that for these
scientists to be truly �logical�, they
would need to add the prefix �theo�
to this adjective and become �theo-

Joachim and Anna were righteous
and God-fearing people.  Unfortunately
they had not been able to conceive chil-
dren and despite their many prayers and
supplications, they remained childless.
In the eyes of the Jews this was looked
upon as a punishment from God. When
Joachim went to the temple to make an
offering, the high priest did not accept
it and sent him away because his wife,
Anna, was barren. Saddened and dis-
traught, Joachim fled to the hillside and
prayed. An angel appeared to him and
at the same instant also appeared to
Anna who was at home praying.  The
angel announced to Joachim and Anna
the anticipated birth of their blessed
child, the Virgin Mary.  Joachim and
Anna met at the city gate and embraced
each other in joy and Thanksgiving to-
wards God.  The icon represents the
omnipotence of God, as the once aged
and barren womb of Anna is now mi-
raculously fertile, giving life to the ves-
sel which will brings us eternal life.

�Your Nativity, O Virgin, has proclaimed joy to the whole universe: The Sun of
Righteousness, Christ our God, has shone from you, O Theotokos.  By annulling
the curse, He bestowed a blessing, By destroying death, He has granted us eternal
life.�          Troparion of the feast

So long as a room is darkness,
you do not see the dirt; but when
you bring a powerful light into the
room, you can distinguish every
speck of dust.  So it is in the room
of your soul.  The light is Christ.

St. Theophan the Recluse

�In This Age of Science And Technology,
How Can We Accept The Reality of Miracles?�

dom - who would not be guided to admire
the Builder who creates all!�  Nikolai
Copernicus.  �The wonderful arrangement
and harmony of the cosmos would only
originate in the plan of an almighty and
omniscient being.  This is and remains my
greatest comprehension,� Isaac Newton.
And among the last words of scientist Rob-
ert Mayer, �I end my life with the deep,
heartfelt conviction that real, true natural
science and philosophy must lead to faith
and the Christian religion�  You see, reli-
gion has always been ahead of science
since science studies the creation while
religion studies the creator.  In fact, Robert
Jastrow, a very �logical� astrophysicist,
declared that the scientist, � . . . has scaled
the mountains of ignorance; he is about to
conquer the highest peak; as he pulls him-
self over the final rock, he is greeted by a
band of theologians who have been sitting
there for centuries.�  So, remember that as
you journey through life, keep your eyes
open, and your soul filled with immeasur-
able faith - for as Albert Einstein once said,
�The most beautiful thing we experience is
. . . the miraculous.�

Katherine Katsanis is the Senior Divi-
sion winner in the 1997 St. John Chrysostom
National Oratorical Festival held  in June at
Holy Trinity Church in New Rochelle, N.Y.
She lives in San Diego, Calif., and repre-
sented the San Francisco Diocese.

*If any young person is interested in
submitting an article or creative piece of
writing, expressing their Orthodox faith,
please send to the Office of Youth and Young
Adult Ministries.  We look forward to hear-
ing from you!

Last month, we extended an invita-
tion to all our readers, on behalf of our
Lord Jesus Christ, to attend a Grand Ban-
quet, namely, the Divine Liturgy.  Well,
the invitation still stands and will remain
open until the second coming of Christ.
We pray that this column will move you
to accept Christ�s invitation
as we uncover the riches of
the Divine Liturgy together!
Let�s start at the very begin-
ning.

The priest raises the
gospel above the altar and
proclaims, �Blessed be the
Kingdom of the Father, and
of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit, now and forever and
unto the ages of ages,
Amen.� How often have we
heard these words in church
but have we really considered their im-
pact?  At this very moment, a miraculous
transformation takes place.  We instantly
enter God�s Heavenly  Kingdom and are
joined by myriads of angels, the Saints,
the Apostles, the Prophets, the martyrs
and Jesus Christ Himself.

Stop for a moment and think about
that.  We are no longer on earthly grounds
but rather, we have entered the Kingdom
of God! What is this Kingdom?  God rules
over two Kingdoms.  An earthly Kingdom,
which includes all that which God
brought to being out of nothingness such

For Tickets and Registration:
Pan-Orthodox Youth
and Young Adult Festival
c/o James P. Productions
1917 N. Lincoln Avenue
Chicago, Illinois 60614

as the moon, the stars, the sun, the flow-
ers, the animals, the seas and mankind.
Bishop Kantiotes of Greece writes: �And
so, man, observing the wonders of the
material universe, turns to God and says:
�O God, how beautiful is this world you
have made!  How beautiful the sun, the

moon, the stars, the planets,
the galaxies; how sweetly
smell your multicolored
flowers.  Blessed be your
Kingdom!�  With these
words we offer praise to
God and express our admi-
ration and love for all that
He has created.

God�s Kingdom is also
a spiritual Kingdom.  That of
the angels and archangels,
the Saints and the martyrs,
and that which God has pre-

pared for all those who love Him and live
according to His Word.  By attending
Divine Liturgy, we get a foretaste of the
blessedness and joy of God�s spiritual
Kingdom.  Thus,  in order for us to expe-
rience the fullness of the latter, let us
make every effort to  enter the spirit of
the  words �Blessed be the Kingdom ...�
the next time we hear them.  Let us al-
low our minds to comprehend this di-
vine utterance, our hearts to feel the pres-
ence of God and His angels around us
and our bodies to ascend unto Heaven
in prayer and Thanksgiving to God.

ChallengeChallengeChallengeChallengeChallenge is the youth supplement
to the Orthodox Observer produced
by the Department of Youth & Young

Adult Ministries.
Articles reflect the opinion of the writers.
Write to the Office of Youth & Young

Adult Ministries, Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese of America

8 East 79th Street,
New York, New York  10021

Living The Liturgy
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logical�.  For although it may be hard to
believe in miracles in this age, for those
with understanding, it is only logical.  I few
just examine what miracles are closely,
have faith, and look at what famous scien-
tists themselves say about God, we would
never again doubt the reality of miracles.

Webster�s Dictionary defines the word
miracle as �an extraordinary event mani-
festing divine intervention in human af-
fairs�.  One�s first reaction to this may be:
so if a divine God does exist then there are
miracles in everyday events!  This is cor-
rect. Divine intervention occurs at any time
that natural laws are put into effect, since
God created all natural laws.  The thing is,
these laws are operating all the time, so
God is indirectly intervening every second
of our lives, and miracles are happening.
The last factor that determines whether
something is a miracle is  whether some-
thing is wondrous enough to be one.  How-
ever, everything is potentially a miracle - it
all depends on what we take for granted.
That�s where science and technology come
in.  If we have the knowledge and intellec-
tual comprehension to understand an oc-
currence, it no longer seems very miracu-
lous or phenomenal . . . it loses it�s magic.
Things once deemed miraculous are now
explained in Junior High School textbooks.
So it�s important not to think of our God
as the �God of Sometimes� . . . only seeing
Him sometimes when He�s visible in that
which we can�t yet explain and ignore Him
when we can ascribe happenings to physi-
cal laws.  It�s also vital to remember that
technology is continually evolving and
whether we can pop it into a mathematical
formula or not, God is still ever present.
God�s will is every where, in those phe-
nomena upon which science can shed light,
in scientific principles, and the creation of
the universe - big bang or not.  So now
that it�s been established that miracles are
everywhere, we must posses one key to
accept the creator behind them.

This key is faith.  Yes, it is simple faith,
� . . . the substance of things hoped for,
the evidence of things not seen,� Hebrew
11:1.  Once you have faith you can fulfill
the passage found in Psalm 46:10, �Be still
and know that I am God.�  If you have faith
in God and quiet your mind, you will im-
mediately find His overpowering presence
everywhere.  When we have faith, little
miracles plainly unfold.  And with faith,
you�ll see that science does not preclude
acceptance of God and his miracles, but
rather inspires it.

Scientists have discovered this too.
�Through steady observation and a mean-
ingful contact with the divine order of the
world�s structure, arranged by God�s wis-
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M A R K O S  travel
serviceDAILY DEPARTURES

with

V NON-STOP FLIGHTS ON JUMBO747
V EASY CONNECTIONS from anywhere in the U.S.A.
at UNBELIEVABLE LOW RATES!

289$

Call Markos Travel Now!
NATIONWIDE TOLL FREE

800-243-7728
CONNECTICUT RESIDENTS

800-842-8260

644 SILAS DEAN HWY.
WETHERSFIELD, CT 06109

489$

*

*
One Way áðü

Round trip

OTHER FLIGHTS

*A Limited
Number of Seats

Owner:
Markos

Hatzikonstantis

...BOOK NOW
AND SAVE!

NATIONAL  &  W O R L D  R E V I E W
State Department Says
China Persecutes Christians

WASHINGTON (RNS) � The State De-
partment on July 22 accused China of se-
verely limiting the religious rights of Chris-
tians and, in some instances, actively per-
secuting members of Protestant and Roman
Catholic churches.

The report, prepared at the request of
Congress, addressed the situation faced by
Christians in 78 nations in which the State
Department suspected problems might exist.

The State Department document also
took note of a proposed Russian law � ve-
toed by President Boris Yeltsin � that would
have denied full legal status to all faiths other
than that nation�s traditional  religions �
Russian Orthodoxy, Judaism, Islam and Bud-
dhism.

The proposed Russian law,  subse-
quently vetoed by President Boris Yeltsin
(following story), was widely viewed as an
attempt  to protect the Russian Orthodox
Church from evangelical,  Pentecostal and

other, largely protestant groups that have
had wide missionary success in Russia since
the dismantling of the Soviet Union.

The report noted that other Eastern
European and former communist nations
also have sought to protect their Orthodox
churches from other Christian groups.

In Romania, �Baptists and Greek Catho-
lics who proselytize  in traditional Ortho-
dox regions have faced harassment and even
violence,� the report said.

In a forward to the report, Secretary of
State Madeleine Albright said the United
States was commited to �working actively
to promote tolerance of religious expression
of all faiths.�

The Chinese government dismissed the
State Department report as �irresponsible.�
A Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman said
�a few Western countries, including the
United States, lack the necessary under-
standing about China�s religious situation.�

Yeltsin Defends Veto of Bill Restricting Religion
(RNS) President Boris Yeltsin  has de-

fended his veto of legislation that would have
restricted the operations of �non-traditional�
religions, saying a democracy �cannot en-
croach upon the interests of minorities for
whatever seemingly noble motives.�

Yeltsin�s comments were in response
to the criticism he has received from the
Russian Orthdoox Church, a prime backer
of the vetoed legislation.

Patriarch Aleksy II, head of the Russian
Orthodox Church, said the vetoed bill �does

not trample on anybody�s rights,� Rather,
he continued th ebill �would have brought
to order all the fake missionaries and de-
structive orders which, unfortunately, have
flooded Russia and its closest neighbors,�
the Associated Press reported.

The vetoed measure was widely de-
nounced as anti-democratic. Critics included
Pope John Paul II, President Clinton and the
United States Senate, which threatened to
cut off all economic aid to Russia if Yeltsin
signed the bill into law.

Scientists: Religious Faith
Has Health Benefits

(RNS) - A group of leading scientists has
concluded that sincerely held religious or
spiritual beliefs and practices can have a
positive impact on physical and mental
health.

The scientists said faith has the power
to help ward off serious physical or mental
illness, provides better coping skills once ill-
ness sets in, and enhances recovery. They
also said religious faith is an advantage in
overcoming alcohol or drug abuse.

The findings were anounced at the
conculsion of a three-day conference in
Washington in mid-July on �Scientific
Progress in Spiritual Research.�

Catholic Group Urges
ABC-TV to Pull Show

(RNS) - A Catholic anti-defamation
group has urged Disney-owned ABC-TV to
pull the drama �Nothing Sacred� from its
fall lineup.

The 350,000-member Catholic League
said the show about a young priest �who
questions the existence of God� demeans
the Roman Catholic Church, the Associated
Press reported.

ABC said it would stand by �Nothing
Sacred.�

Vatican to Get Voice in WTO
(RNS) The Vatican has been admitted

to the World Trade Organization as a non-
voting observer  at a recent  WTO meeting
in Geneva. Muslims promptly requested that
Islamic groups be given the same status.

The Vatican had made it clear it did not
want full membership, only a voice in help-
ing to shape the rules governing international
trade.

Fla. Court Rules Against
Assisted Suicide

(RNS) The Florida Supreme Court ruled
against physician-assisted suicide in a recent
case of a man dying of AIDS  who wanted
his doctor to give him a lethal dose of drugs.

The court said, �It is clear that the pub-
lic policy of this state as expressed by the
Legislature is opposed to assisted suicide.�

Episcopalians Debate
Mandatory Female Ordination

(RNS) A major Episcopal Church com-
mittee at the Church�s General Convention
in Philadelphia recommended legislation
that would force recalcitrant bishops to or-
dain women to the priesthood or face church
trials that could oust them.

Agency Funds Dictionary
of Jesus� Language

(RNS) The National Endowment for the
Humanities is spending $1.3 million on a
20-year project to put together the largest
dictionary ever published on the language
of Jesus: Aramaic.

Publication of the five-volume �Com-
prehensive Aramaic Lexicon� should begin
by 2003, the Associated Press reported.

Aramaic was spoken from Pakistan to
southern Egypt 2,500 years ago. In Jesus�
time, many Jews who did not know Hebrew
spoke Aramaic. Now the language is only
spoken in some villages in the Ukraine and
the Middle East.

Scholars believe Jesus also may have
known Hebrew and some Greek, but Ara-
maic was spoken in his native Galillee.

READ AND SPEAK GREEK

Order READ AND SPEAK GREEK for $95.00 and we will include a Greek font for free. We
accept VISA, MASTERCARD, AMERICAN EXPRESS, DISCOVER, CHECKS & MONEY
ORDERS
Card # ____________________________ Expiration Date: _____/______
SEND TO: (Please put street and number.  We ship UPS)   q  Check Box free catalog

Name: ________________________________  Phone: _______________
Address:_____________________________________________________
City ___________________________ State________ Zip ______________
Your E-mail: ___________________________

�I never knew it would be so fun and easy to learn Greek�

If you like having your Greek teacher at home anytime you want, our CDROM Greek course is for you.
Learn the COMPLETE GREEK LANGUAGE with our exciting WINDOWS multimedia CDROM.  Learn Pro-
nunciation, Reading, Vocabulary, (about 2000 words, phrases and sentences) Grammar and Sentence
Generation with a focused  logical framework using hundreds of custom-made color pictures, human
voice, multicolor text and illustrated printouts. Our products are used by adults and children in schools
and homes throughout the world.

COMPLETE GREEK LANGUAGE CDROM
by George Balanis PhD, MBA

and Toula Balanis AA � AnoTek, Inc.

WRITE TO: AnoTek  Tel: (310)450-5027   �  Fax: (310)450-0867
2349 Hill Street, Santa Monica, CA 90405 � Email: georgeb@anotek.com
Also avai lable in books i l lustrated with ful l  color pictures.

Details on Internet: http://www.anotek.com
Þëéïò             öüñåìáÜëïãï                ðüëç

+  THE PLANNER  +
1997-1998

The Orthodox Daily Organizer & Calender
Theme: �The Holy Wisdom of GOD�

Use THE PLANNER to keep track of your work or school
schedules, personal appointments, church activities and much more...

� Bible readings, saints� feasts, holy days, national holidays noted each day
� An organized clear calendar week on a 2-page format
� Monthly calendar for quick reference
� Fast periods visually marked with graphics
� Weekly inspirational passages
� Patriarch BARTHOLOMEW�s itinerary dates
� Web site information

ORDER NOW!

Name:_________________________________________________________

Address:_______________________________________________________

City:____________________________________State:______Zip:_________

Send me __________ copies at $5.00 each, plus $1.00 for s & h (for each planner)
8 East 79th St, New York, NY 10021� (212)570-3500 � (212)861-2183 - FAX

*Send your check or money order to: Office of Youth & Young Adult Ministries
Greek  Orthodox Archdiocese of America
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A R O U N D  T H E  U S A

BROOKLYN, N.Y. � An official day of
remembrance commemorating the sacri-
fices of the life of the Greek, Armenian, Syr-
ian and other Orthodox Christians 75 years
ago during the Asia Minor Holocaust will
be held on Sunday, Sept. 28, at Three Hier-
archs Church (1724 Avenue P, Brooklyn, NY)
following the Divine Liturgy at noon.  The
public is invited to participate in the Service
sponsored by the Memorial Observance
Committee of Asia Minor.

On Sunday, Oct. 5, a program and ex-
hibit will be presented on the other Holo-
caust.

When we hear the word �holocaust�
we immediately think of the systematic ex-
termination of over 6 million European Jews
by the Nazis during World War II.  Ever
wonder why we associate the word �holo-
caust� only with the annihilation of Jews?
The unforgettable and unfortunate reason,
is the obvious one-  the fact that it happened.
Millions of innocent Jews- men, women, and
children were tortured and murdered by
Nazi Germany.  A true �holocaust.�

Surprisingly, though, the word holo-
caust is not a Jewish word.  In fact, in more
ways than one, the word holocaust belongs
to the Greeks.  The Greek word �holos� and

75th Anniversary of Asia Minor Holocaust
�kautos� - �holos� meaning whole and
�kautos� meaning burnt.  Webster�s dictio-
nary defines holocaust as follows: the great
destruction of life, especially by fire.

Greeks, too, experienced a holocaust.
It was in the early part of this century when
the Asia Minor holocaust occurred.  Millions
of Orthodox Greeks, Armenians and Syrians
were �systematically destroyed� by the Ot-
toman Empire.

With �ethnic cleansing� continuing into
the 20th century by the Ottoman Turks, mil-
lions of Orthodox Christians perished.
When the smoke cleared and the whole
�holos� burning �kautos� of cities subsided
after extinguishing the lives of innocent men,
women and children.  The ratio of popula-
tion is compatible to the holocaust that was
yet to happen to the Jews a decade later.

The record reads:  1915-1916 � 1.5
million  Armenians perished; 1908 - 1922 -
1 million Greeks perished; 1914-1925 �
200,000 Syrians & Nestorians perished

This was the systematic ethnic cleans-
ing by the Ottoman regime.

For more information please contact:
Mr. Basilios C. Theodosakis, 1104 East 17th

Street , Brooklyn, NY 11230,  (718) 377-
4656 (after 7 p.m.)

LANSING, Mich. � St. John
Chrysostom occupies a very important place
in the Great Church of Christ and in the re-
lationship between the Churches of the East
and West.  Fr. Costa Christofis, pastor of
Holy Trinity Church, as a Chrysostomian
student and scholar, secured a bone frag-
ment of Chrysostom�s sacred earthly re-
mains from the Church of Rome. On July
28, the parish marked the one-year anni-
versary of the placement of Chrysostom�s
relic at the Holy Trinity Church by Bishop
Maximos of Pittsburgh.

NEW YORK � The first Greek chapter
in the U.S. of the National Alliance of the
Mentally Ill (GAMI) has been organized to
help families get support and advice on how
to cope with mental illness.

The organization welcomes family
members, friends, persons with a mental
illness, and professionals who work in any
capacity with the mentally ill.

Co-presidents are Maria Lyrist and Dr.
Maria Zachmanoglou.

More information, call (212) 873-0214,
or (212) 877-2155.

SPRINGFIELD,. Mass. � St. George
Church held the 15th annual National Greek
Art Exhibition at its cultural center on Me-
morial Square, Sept. 5-7. The event was pre-
sented in conjunction with the 20th annual
celebration of Greek Heritage Week.

The Exhibit was open to all Greek art-
ists in the United States who work in all
media except photography.

NEW YORK � Hellenic Medical Society
of New York celebrated its 60th anniversary
on Rhodes with a three-day conference Aug.
28-31 and a pre-conference visit to
Constantinople, including the Ecumenical
Patriarchate and an audience with Ecumeni-
cal Patriarch Bartholomew.

Chapter for Mentally Ill
Organized in N.Y.

Medical Society to
Celebrate 60th Year

Mass. Church Hosts National
Greek Art Exhibition

FLUSHING, N.Y. � Parishioners of St.
Nicholas Church recently held an agiasmo
service and Glendi to mark the acqusition
of new property next to the church. Accord-
ing to information from Catherine Siolas,
Parish Council President Athena Beltecas
said the community hopes to build a Greek
cultural center on the site for use as a youth
recreation center.

Church Acquires More
Property for Center

Priest Secures
Saint�s Relic

COSTAS RESTAURANT

CAMERA READY
PLEASE SHOOT AD
LIGHTER THAN LAST TIME

MITROPANOS CONCERT AD

PALOS HILLS, Ill. � Koraes School of
Sts. Constantine and Helen Church held its
87th anniversary and reunion in June to cel-
ebrate its rich history and the many attend-
ees who have brought life to the school.
Their accomplishments reflect the solid edu-
cational beginning that Koraes has provided
them.

Parochial School
Observes 87th Year

MILWAUKEE � Annunciation Church
will host the 40th annual Federation of
Greek Orthodox Church Choirs conference
Oct. 10-12. The Fedration is preparing to
the upcoming visit of Ecumenicial Patriarch
Bartholomew, who will visit Chicago on
Nov. 1-2

Rehearsals are taking place through-
out September and early October at sev-
eral Chicago-area churches.

A final dress rehearsal will take place
Nov. 1 at 10 a.m. at St. Nicholas Church in
Oak Lawn, Ill.

For information about attending the
choir conference, contact Annunciation
Church, (414) 461-9400.

For more information about registra-
tion and the weekend schedule for the
Patriarch�s visit, contact: Christ Kutrubis,
2880 Torrey Pine Lane 2E, Lisle, Ill. 60532-
4210. Rooms must be reserved by Oct. 10.

Choir Federation Conference
Oct. 10-12 in Milwaukee
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PITTSBURGH � At a time when infor-
mation on any subject could be attained
through the Internet, whether it be profit-
able to a person�s soul or not, we need to
prepare our children with the knowledge
and love of our Orthodox faith and tradi-
tions if we expect to have defenders of the
Faith in the future.  Therefore, Youth Minis-
try in the Orthodox Church is essential.

In the Pittsburgh Diocese, Youth Min-
istry is our number one priority.  Through
His Grace Bishop Maximos, God has richly
blessed us.  We were the first diocese to
hire a full-time youth director, and the first
diocese to offer youth ministry programs
which gather our youth in fellowship, wor-
ship, and instruction.

Youth Ministry in the Pittsburgh Diocese

By Vassi Makris

Our summer camp, which is rich in the
tradition of our Orthodox Faith, has been
running for more than 25 years.  Our pro-
grams have been successful due to the par-
ticipation of our bishop and the support and
involvement of the diocesan clergy and la-
ity.

Bishop Maximos� dedication to the
youth of the diocese is evident through his
actions.  He is very involved in every aspect
of our youth program from the selection of
the Diocesan Youth Commission to the de-
sign of our summer camp t- shirts.  He
makes certain to visit each one of the four
summer camp sessions, the two OCF Din-
ners for college students, the diocesan YAL
Conference and the three annual Youth

Commission meetings.
The support of the clergy and laity is

evident in our Diocesan Youth Commission.
Thirty-five adults from throughout the dio-
cese make up our Diocesan Youth Commis-
sion.  They meet three times a year to coor-
dinate 12 ministry committees and 20 pro-
grams.  Their dedication stems from their
love for His Grace and their personal dedi-
cation to the youth ministry.

The committees include the Acolyte
Seminar Committee, Athletic Ministry Com-
mittee (with four subcommittees), Booster
Program Committee, Folk Dance Ministry
Committee, GOYA Committee, National YAL
representatives, Orthodox Christian Fellow-
ship Committee, Summer Camp Commit-
tee, Syndesmos, Walk for Paradise Commit-
tee, Diocesan Young Adult League Commit-
tee, and Diocesan Young Adult Conference
Committee.

Our programs run throughout the year
and offer opportunities for our youth to
gather in Orthodox fellowship each season.
To name a few, there are basketball tourna-
ments, retreats, seminars and four weeks
of summer camp.

Through the diocese and the Athletic
Ministry Committee, we offer four GOYA
basketball tournaments with a league of reg-
istered participants totaling more than 600
between the ages of 12-18.  In the past 15
years, the tournaments have grown from 18
teams to 54 teams (junior and senior lev-
els).

To participate in the diocesan tourna-

newsDIOCESE

PR ISON  M IN ISTRYPR ISON  M IN ISTRYPR ISON  M IN ISTRYPR ISON  M IN ISTRYPR ISON  M IN ISTRY

Prison is no picnic.  For most people, it
is one of those distant realities that comes
to life only on the television, newspaper, or
movie screen.

But for many Orthodox Christians, pris-
ons a daily reality.  The ills of our �broken�
society affect all of us.  We don�t live in a
protective �bubble�� or �force field.�  We
cannot say that our children do not get
caught up in this sort of thing.  Reality dic-
tates that we do get involved in criminal
activity and that many of our people go to
jail every year.

Orthodox Christian Prison Ministry in N.Y.State

By Fr. Emmanuel E. Mantzouris

Drug and alcohol abuse affect Greek
Orthodox Christians just as they adversely
affect all people.  Our people get involved
in using and selling drugs.  Our people go
to jail or get community service time for
DWI, and a �legion� of other criminal acts
of carelessness or pre- meditation.  It�s not
pretty, but it�s definitely real!  The so- called
�distant reality� of incarceration can quickly
and easily become a daily companion in a
moment�s carelessness or thoughtlessness
for ourselves and for others.

Prison is not pretty, and the correctional
system is not always correctional.  There is
no real level of comfort between inmate resi-
dents and staff.  The constant pressures of
family issues, gangs, lack of trust among
residents, sexual pressures,  personal issues,
shame issues, erosion of relationships,
double- bunking, hygiene, medical and
health issues, and a host of pressures make
incarceration extremely difficult for the in-
mate residents and their families.

Greek Orthodox Christians in prison,
men and women, need the presence of the

Church.  Even in prison, Christ reaches out
to them through us.  They need visitation,
prayer, correspondence, and �connection�
with the community of the faithful.  The pres-
ence of the priest (chaplain) is needed for
confession, guide, and a good listener.  He
can celebrate the Eucharist, anoint with Holy
Oil, conduct catechism, and offer words of
consolation and admonition.

The farther away from the Church a
person is allowed to drift, the farther they
get away from Christ and the �life of the
Church.�  Equally important is the presence
of lay volunteers, as they help to encourage
the �connection.�

After only seven years as a Greek Or-
thodox Christian chaplain for the New York
State Department of Correctional Services,
I have come face to face with many indi-
viduals who are thirsting for the love of
Christ.  Those dedicated priests and lay
people who have shared in this ministry and
calling to adhere to the admonition from our
Lord (Matt. 25:31-46) know about this self-
revealed truth very well.  They have over-
come their fears, and experienced Christ in
the eyes of each of the inmate residents we
meet.  Many of these inmate residents are
victims of their own demise, but they are
also products of a broken society - a society
that has certainly strayed from God�s will,
and has little if any conscience and fear of
punishment.

Reality also dictates that our people do
get in trouble, and, as a result go to prison.
We do not want to accept this, but accept
this we must.  If you have a relative that
gets in trouble and is incarcerated in a state
facility, do the following:

ments, our rosters are signed by the clergy
and GOYA Advisors  confirming that each
player is active in the parish GOYA, and has
participated in the other programs offered
by the diocese or parish.  Parishes petition
the diocese to hold a tournament and are
required to follow the Diocesan Athletic
Rules, which are regulated by the Athletic
Ministry Committee.

We also offer two spring and two fall
lenten retreats which gather almost 200
youth a season.  Although most of our par-
ishes run retreats for their youth, our clergy
make certain their youth attend at least one
diocesan Lenten retreat a year.

The themes of the retreats are selected
by Bishop Maximos, an through workshops
and activities during the retreats, the youth
learn about their faith.  This year�s theme
was �. . . that you may be partakers of di-
vine nature, having escaped the corruption
that is in the world . . .� II Peter 1:4.  Our
workshops incorporated this theme to illus-
trate to the youth that the �divine nature,�
or theosis, that we are to aspire toward is
attainable, is God�s desire for us and has
been our goal since creation.

The acolyte seminars are run on a re-
gional level, offering instruction to the altar
boys of the diocese.  The day begins with
an instructional Liturgy and ends with a
workshop led by His Grace.  Many young
men have come to a clearer understanding
of the liturgy, resulting in a deeper love for
our Faith.  As a result, they have also under-
stood their calling to the priesthood through
these seminars.  The Diocese understands
these seminars to be a valuable asset to the
training of our faithful.

The crown of our youth program is our
Summer Camp Program.  More than 300
youth, ages 8-18, gather for one of the four
one- week sessions, and enter into an Or-
thodox rhythm of prayer, instruction, cre-
ativity and fun.  As each week ends, parents
approach us and ask what we have �done�
to their children, who return happy and vi-
brant with life.

We explain that we try to cultivate ev-
ery child� natural desire to be with God.
Therefore, our daily schedule includes quiet
time, orthros, vespers, athletic activities,
religious instruction, and opportunities for
them to be creative.  For the older campers,
we try to schedule a visit to our convent in
Saxonburg, where 12 women live the mo-
nastic life.

Over the past 25 years our diocesan
youth programs have grown and thrived by
the grace of God, the support of our dioc-
esan clergy and the dedication of Bishop
Maximos.  We ask that you continue to pray
for the youth of our Archdiocese as well as
youth throughout the world.  We need to
train our youth to be defenders of the Or-
thodox Faith.  We need to be there when
they ask questions and are searching for
answers.  We can no longer assume that
they will understand the Orthodox Faith on
their own.

The Diocese of Pittsburgh Youth pro-
grams evolve to meet the ever- changing
needs of our young people.  Lift us up in
prayer so we may further be strengthened.

Vassi Makris is Pittsburgh Diocese
Youth and Young Adult Ministries Coordi-
nator and the Observer�s correspondent for
the Pittsburgh area.

See PRISON, on page 25
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S E V E N T Y - F I F T H   A N N I V E R S A R Y

From the former Soviet Union, a few
years ago, Fr. Dimitri Dudko wrote,

There is a spiritual crisis in this coun-
try, a vacuum that has to be filed. A woman
came to me and asked for her child to be
baptized even though she is not a Christian.
I asked. �Why?� She replied �To fill the emp-
tiness in my child. I don�t want him to be
the same as me.�

The Workings of the Holy Spirit in the Archdiocese

By Fr. Anthony Coniaris

St. Irenaeus believed that inner empti-
ness itself is a gift of God. He wrote in a
prayer, �Thank you for the void within us,
without which we could not know the full-
ness  of your love.�

Let me share with you part of the void
that the Holy Spirit has filled in our churches
these past 75 years.

When I was first ordained, there were
only a handful of books available in English
on the Orthodox faith. Since then a plethora
of books have been published on Ortho-
doxy. Engaged as I am in publishing, I have
discovered that the books most in demand
are those on the Orthodox faith, and most
especially, on the spiritual life and the teach-
ings of the Church Fathers. Books such as
the Philokalia, The Way of the Pilgrim, the
lives and writings of the saints, Orthodox
prayer books, the Orthodox Study Bible, etc.
are in high demand.

Another sign of the work of the Spirit
in the Archdiocese these past 75 years is
the greatly increased participation in the
Sacrament of t he Eucharist. There were
times  early in my priesthood when only two
or three parishioners would come forward
to receive the Eucharist during the liturgy.

Now in many parishes almost the en-
tire congregation participates weekly. We
often forget that there is a Church canon
which calls for the excommunication of a
believer who leaves the liturgy without re-
ceiving  Holy Communion.

There is today a far greater interest in
studying the Word of God than there was in
the pat. Bible study classes are now flourish-
ing in many parishes. Some parishes have five
or more such study groups. �Whenever you
read the Gospel,� wrote St. Tikhon, �Christ
Himself is speaking to you.� Indeed He is!

When I was first ordained, there was
hardly any religious education material  avail-
able to catechize our children. Today through
the excellent work of the Archdiocese De-
partment of Religious Education we have a
wealth of books available for use with our
teachers and children for all grade levels.

Many parishes now operate church
bookstores and libraries to further dissemi-
nate the faith. Convert classes have now
multiplied with excellent material available
for use in the training of catechumens, mate-
rial which we did not have a few years ago.

Whereas a few years ago the word �mis-
sions� was hardly in the vocabulary of the
average Orthodox Christian in this country,
there has been a divinely inspired awaken-
ing  of interest in fulfilling the Great Com-
mission of Jesus (Matthew 28:19-20). The
Home and Overseas Mission Program of the
Archdiocese, which had been active in mis-
sions  both at home and abroad, has now
become part of a unified program of Ortho-
dox Mission and Evangelism that involves all
the canonical Orthodox Churches in America.

The Orthodox Church is reclaiming the

vigor it once had for spreading the Gospel
of Jesus.

Weekend spiritual retreats are now held
in many parishes to help deepen the spiri-
tual life of our parishioners. Having led many
of these retreats throughout the country, I
can testify to the spiritual thirst the Holy
Spirit has created in the hearts of our pa-
rishioners.

What does all this say to us?
It says that the Holy Spirit is constantly

striving to bring the fullness of God�s pres-
ence to us. It says that each one of us brings
a chalice of faith to the altar, and each is
filled according to its size, according to its
faith. It is not only the size but also the emp-
tiness of the chalice that has a bearing on its
being filed.

If I am empty, it is the emptiness of a

slowly withering branch, dying for the sap
of the vine who is Jesus (John 15:1-8). If am
empty, it is the emptiness of the Samaritan
woman, who brings an empty bucket to a
well deeper than she knows. If I am empty,
it is the emptiness of the prodigal son, who
suddenly awakens to a shriveled heart and
the stench of a hog pen and says, �I will
arise and go to my father.� The vacuum cre-
ated by our own emptiness and weakness
allows the Holy Spirit a greater space to fill.

Praise God. He has filled and will con-
tinue to fill what is lacking in our lives and
in our parishes as we keep coming to Him
in faith and prayer.

Fr. Coniaris is pastor emeritus of St. Mary�s
Church in Minneapolis and founder of Light and
Life Publishing Co., and noted author of many
Orthodox books and other writings.

a. Call your priest.  He is your spiri-
tual father and will help you.

b. Make sure that the person who is
incarcerated identifies himself as �Greek Or-
thodox Christian.�

c. Correspond with them.  Keep
them �connected.�

d. Encourage then to get into Alco-
hol and Substance Abuse Treatment (ASAT)
programs, Alternative to Aggression (ATA)
programs, or use the programs available to
change their thinking.

e. Find out what you can and what
you cannot send them.

f. In New York State, contact my of-
fice as soon as possible:

Fr. Emmanuel E. Mantzouris,
NYSDOCS chaplain, The Harriman State
Campus, 1220 Washington Ave., Albany, NY
12226-2050, Tel.:(518) 457-8106

If I can be of assistance to you and your
family concerning a prison issue, please al-
low me the privilege of a letter or telephone
call at your convenience.

Fr. Mantzouris also serves as pastor of
St. Basil�s Church in Troy, N.Y.

from page 24
PRISON
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R E L A T I N G  T O  T H E  F A I T H
Sisters Mariana and White Maxwell

were hospitalized  in a Johannesburg hospi-
tal for may years.  Finally, not being able to
pay their hospital bills, they escaped from
the hospital in their nightgowns. When that
happened they were both in their eighties.

As a result of that escape, one of them
died from starvation and the other one de-
veloped a mental retardation

The Ignored Treasure

By Fr. Parry Paraschou

The Johannesburg police, in searching
their home, discovered in a drawer, stock
of a gold mine company that they had
bought 50 years earlier for a very small
amount of money.  That stock, five decades
later, was worth 2 million pounds sterling.
Both sisters had ignored the value of their
treasure and died in extreme poverty.

The above is a true story published in
the newspapers in September 1948.

This story reminds us of so many

people that live and die in extreme spiritual
poverty today in spite of the fact that they
have inherited invaluable treasures, the trea-
sure of our Orthodox Christian Faith.

One of these precious treasures is the
treasure of the Liturgical and sacramental
(mystiriaki) life of our Church.  Why do
people ignore this treasure?  Well, here are
some of their excuses.

Excuse No. 1.  �I don�t have to go to
Church in order to be  a good Christian,� they
say.  The Bible disagrees with this notion.
Psalm 68:26 says ��Bless God in the Con-
gregations.�  Our Lord says �For where two
or three are gathered together in My name, I
am there in the midst of them.� (Matt 18:20)
Jesus Christ, our greatest pattern for Chris-
tian living, was a regular Church-goer during
His earthly life.  In Luke 4
:16 we read that �as His custom was, He

SEPTEMBER .......

BIBLE GUIDE

1  M .............. 1 Tim. 2:1-7; Lk. 4:16-22
2  T ............. Rom. 8:28-39; Jn. 15:1-11
3  W ..........  Heb. 13:7-16; Mt. 11:27-30
4  Th Heb. 11:33-12:2; Mt. 10:32-36, 11:1
5  F ............ Heb. 6:13-20; Mt. 23:29-39
6  S .............. Heb. 2:2-10; Lk. 10:16-21
7  SUN ......... Gal. 6:11-18; Jn. 3:13-17
8  M Phil. 2:5-11; Lk. 10:38-42, 11:27-28
9  T ............... Gal. 4:22-27; Lk. 8:16-21
10 W ...... 2 Cor. 9:12-10:8; Jn. 3:16-21
11 Th .......2 Cor. 10:7-18; Jn. 12:19-36
12 F .......... 2 Cor.11:5-21; Jn. 12:47-54
13 S .............1 Cor. 2:6-9; Jn. 12:25-36
14 SUN .... 1 Cor. 1:18-24; Jn. 19:6-11,

13-20, 25-28, 30
15 M ..........Col. 1:24-2:1; Mt. 10:16-22
16 T .............2 Cor. 6:1-10; Lk. 7:36-50
17 W ........... Gal. 3:23-4:5; Mk. 5:24-34
18 Th .....Gal. 1:1-3, 20-2:5; Mk. 5:1-20
19 F .Gal. 2:6-16; Mk. 5:22-24, 35-43, 6:1
20 S ......... 1 Cor. 1:26-2:5; Jn. 8:21-30
21 SUN Gal. 2:16-20; Mk. 8:34-38, 9:1
22 M ........... 2 Tim. 1:8-18; Lk. 3:19-22
23 T ................ Gal. 4:22-27; Lk. 1:5-25
24 W ...... 2 Tim. 3:10-15; Lk. 10:38-42,

11:27-28
25 Th .....Gal. 3:23-29, 4:5; Lk. 4:16-22
26 F ......... 1 Jn. 4:12-19; Jn. 19:25-27,

21:24-25
27 S ............. Eph. 6:10-17; Lk. 4:31-36
28 SUN ......... 2 Cor. 4:6-15; Lk. 5:1-11
29 M ............Gal. 5:22-6:2; Lk. 4:38-44
30 T .......1 Cor. 16:13-24; Mt. 24:42-47

WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN US FOR A FULL WEEK
OF A GREEK FIESTA IN A CARIBBEAN CRUISE

aboard the magaliners of

7-DAYS OF �GLENTI� AND
�ELLINIKO XEFANTOMA�

CRUISE FIESTA #1
EASTERN

CARIBBEAN

CRUISE FIESTA #3
WESTERN

CARIBBEAN

CRUISE FIESTA #2
DEEP

CARIBBEAN

ZOZO SAPOUNTZAKI

M/V GALAXY
JANUARY 17-24 1998

FROM SAN JUAN

YIANNI VOGIATZIS
CLIO DENARDOU

M/V CENTURY
NOVEMBER 22-29 1997

(THANGSGIVING WEEK)
FROM FT. LAUDERDALE

HAROULA LAMBRAKI

M/V  MERCURY
FEBRUARY 8-15 1998

FROM FT. LAUDERDALE

Plaza Deck Cat. 06- $1,443
Continent/Deck Cat. 07- $1,429
Plaza Continent/Deck Cat.08- $1,399
Panorama Deck Cat. 10- $1,259
Plaza Continent/
Deck Inside Cat. 11- $1,219

Plaza Deck Cat. 06- $1,429
Continent/Deck Cat. 07- $1,399
Plaza Continent/Deck Cat.08- $1,259
Panorama Deck Cat. 10- $1,219

Plaza Deck Cat. 06- $1,489
Continent/Deck Cat. 07- $1,449
Plaza Continent/Deck Cat.08- $1,309
Panorama Deck Cat. 10- $1,279

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL:

went into the synagogue on the Sabbath day,
and stood up to read.�  The Holy Apostles
speak very clearly about church attendance.
Apostle Paul in his letter to Hebrews reminds
all Christians �not to forsake the assembly
(the church) as is the manner of some.�
(Hebrews 10:25)

Excuse No. 2. �I am too busy, beside,
this Sunday is the only day that I can rest or
have some fun.�  If this is your excuse, here
is a good story for you.

Once a King gave as a gift 168 gold
coins to each of his subjects.  Then he asked
each one of them to lend him one of these
coins.  Do you believe it?  They refused to
do so and got so upset with him that they
even stopped talking to him.

Likewise, St. John Chrysostom says,
God gives to each one of us a gift of 168
hours every week to use as we please, for

our work, our sleep, our education, our rec-
reation etc. and He is expecting from us to
dedicate only one of them to attend Church
and worship in unity with our spiritual fam-
ily for our own good; believe it or not, some
of us find every excuse and refuse to do so.

Excuse No. 3.  �Why should I go to
Church?  I can assure you that some regular
Church-goers turn my stomach upside
down.  I know for sure that they are not any
better than me or any body else.�

If this is your case, let me remind you
that the Church, besides being a haven for
saints, is also �a hospital for sinners.� Let
me also remind you that the faithful, loving
and exemplary Christians in the Church
outnumber the �hypocrites.�  Besides this,
have you ever thought how worse the people
you are referring to would be, if they
wouldn�t attend Church?

Excuse No. 4.  �Why should I go to
Church?  I can pray in my own home.�  Pri-
vate prayer is very important in our lives but
it cannot replace corporate worship in
church, neither can it replace the Divine Lit-
urgy, the heart of which is the holy Eucha-
rist (Holy Communion).

In every Liturgy you and I are invited to
sit with Christ  around His mystical table and
receive �His precious flesh and blood for the
remission of sins and eternal life.�  How im-
portant is it to receive the Holy Eucharist?
Let our Lord Jesus Christ answer that ques-
tion.  �Most assuredly I say to you, unless
you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink
His blood, you have no life in you.  Whoever
eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eter-
nal life, and I will raise him up at the last day.�
(John 6:53-54)  Needless to say that proper
repentance, confession, prayer, fasting and
disciplined living is an essential part of prepa-
ration for receiving �the Holy of Holies.�

Years ago, when the Europeans arrived
in Africa and met with the then savage tribes
of that continent, they carried with them a
great amount of nails and demonstrated for
them the various ways that nails could be
used in construction. The savages were so
impressed with the nails, that they agreed
to exchange with them an equal amount of
gold. It is indeed perplexing that some times
we too adopt the same mentality and choose
to exchange the treasures of our Faith with
much less important values in life.

Fr. Paraschou is pastor of St. George
Church in St. Paul, Minn.
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P A R I S H  p r o f i l e

Many Rich Orthodox Traditions Characterize Spokane ChurchPEOPLE

Professor feted
Professor Constantine Georgiou, a full

professor of children�s literature at New York
University recently was honored for 50 years
of teaching. He has introduced and devel-
oped courses in literature for younger and
older children, has written books in English
and Greek and reviewed children�s books
in a column, �Parents, Children and Books�
for the past 30 years.

Priest-author has third printing
The Rev. Stephen J. Anthony, pastor

emeritus of Holy Cross Church in Farming-
ton Hills, Mich., recently prepared the third
printing of his book �Flickering Reflections,�
a semi-biographical work of original, whim-
sical and heart-warming stories culled from
more than 50 years of service in the Greek
Orthodox Church.

Educator, musician honored
The Hellenic American Educators As-

sociation in New York held an awards re-
ception in honor of Stella Economou (1997
educator of the year) and Miltiades Matthias
(educator through the arts) on June 8.
Economou is assistant principal  at the Bronx
High School of Science. Matthias is an ac-
complished musician and for 20 years has
been a concert pianist and lecturer, and has
taught at the City University of New York
School of Continuing Education.

Alumnus honored
Stratton P. Marmarou of Reading, Pa.,

was recently honored by the Alumni Asso-
ciation of Albright College of Reading, with
the Association�s highest award. Marmarou
is the College�s director of security. He had
retired from the Reading Police Department
in 1977 after 21 years� service. He is a mem-
ber of St. Matthew�s Greek Orthodox Church
and vice president of the AHEPA chapter.

Emory U. establishes
Skandalakis Chair

The Board of Trustees of Emory Uni-
versity in Atlanta has established the John
E. Skandalakis Professor of Surgery Chair in
honor of Dr. John Skandalakis. Skandalakis�
distinguished medical career includes ser-
vice as current director of the Carlos Center
for Surgical Anatomy and Technique at
Emory, director of the Davis Research Cen-
ter for Surgery and Technique; chief of staff,
senior attending surgeon, chairman of post-
graduate education and director of surgical
and medical education at Piedmont Hospi-
tal; clinical professor of surgery at the Medi-
cal College of Georgia; and member and
chairman of the Board of Regents of the Uni-
versity of Georgia system. He has also writ-
ten 11 medical books and nearly 200 scien-
tific papers and editorials. Dr. Skandalakis
is a member of the Archdiocesan Council
and president of the Diocese of Atlanta. He
is married to the former Mimi Cutis, cur-
rent National Philoptochos president.

G reeks and other Ortho
dox Christian immigrants
first made the trek across

the northern tier of the United States to
Washington�s second largest city for the
same reason they went to cities like Min-
neapolis,  Salt Lake City, and Pocatello,
Idaho � the railroads.

During the great railroad building era
of the late 19th century, thousands found
work laying tracks across the vast prai-
ries. But nearly 50 years passed from the
arrival of the first immigrants to the es-
tablishment of Holy Trinity parish.

According to a community history by
Harry Damascus, the point of origin for
most of the  pioneers was mainland
Greece, Asia Minor, Serbia and Albania.

Many decided to settle permanently
and established businesses in a little
�Greek town� section near central Spo-
kane (pronounced Spo-can), the major
commercial center of the �Inland Empire�
(nickname for the region encompassing
eastern Washington, northern Idaho and
western Montana).

Others came to farm. One of the
largest clans, the Delegans family, the
brothers Christ and Gus, and their fami-
lies, came in the early 1900s from Kandila,
Peloponnesus, and settled on a large farm
in a small village outside of Spokane.

Initial efforts to form an organized
community started in the 1920s. Several
men led by Tom Lentgis formed the Hel-
lenic Club in April 1920. A Hellenic
Women�s Club was organized in August
1925.

A small group of young couples or-
ganized occasional Greek Orthodox ser-
vices and would invite priests from other
cities to officiate. Weddings took place in
private homes or rented halls.

After a lengthy period of fund-rais-
ing, community members built a parish
hall in 1932. It was the middle of the
Depression and, with money being
scarce, a local contractor built the hall  for
only the cost of materials and wages just
to provide work for his employees. The
upstairs, unfinished for lack of money,
eventually housed the Sunday School.

It took another 10 years to formally
organize a parish and receive a charter.

Getting organized
During the 1920s and �30s, many of

the community�s auxiliary organizations
were established: AHEPA in 1928, Greek
school in the early �30s, Sons of Pericles
and Maids of Athena in 1937. The annual
Greek dinner festival began in 1935 and
the community hosted the state�s first
Ahepa district convention in the late 1930s.
Another memorable event in that decade
was the visit of Archbishop Athenagoras.

HOLY TRINITY CHURCH IN SPOKANE

Name:
Holy Trinity
Greek Orthodox Church
Location:
Spokane, Wash.
Size: About 200 families
Diocese:
San Francisco
Founded: 1942
Priest: Fr. Stephen Supica
(St. Vladimir�s  Orthodox Seminary �84);
Deacon Gerasimos Marko-
poulos (Holy Cross �89)
Noteworthy: members repre-
sent many ethnic groups

Although the parish received its char-
ter in 1942, the Holy Trinity did not have a
full-time priest until Feb. 1, 1945, with the
arrival of  Fr. Constantine Statheros, who
immediately sparked the effort to build a
church. He left Spokane after a short stay,
but an architect was contacted and plans for
a church continued to develop.

Left without a full-time pastor, the par-
ish was served by Fr. George Pavloglou
(Paulsen), who traveled to Spokane once a
month from Tacoma, near Seattle.

On April 6, 1947, Fr. Stavros Zannis ar-
rived as the parish priest. A contractor was
hired to build the church.

Cornerstone-laying ceremonies for the
new building took place March 28, 1948,
on the lot next to the parish hall.

However, the Byzantine-style church
was not consecrated until May 5, 1974,
when Archbishop Iakovos came to Spokane
for the occasion.

For most of the 1950s, Fr. Dionysios
(Dan) Assimakides served as Holy Trinity�s
pastor. Among his accomplishments, he re-
organized the Greek school, doubling as a
Greek teacher, and also completed work on
the church�s interior.

The community�s longest-serving
priest, Fr. Nicholas J. Velis, arrived in March
1959 and remained for 25 years until his
retirement in 1984.

Fr. Velis helped initiate many of the pro-
grams now in place at Holy Trinity: the sum-
mer Bible school, junior GOYA, a senior citi-
zens� group, and others.

His successor, Fr. Matthew Gilbert,
brought the church�s administration into the
computer age and introduced the steward-
ship program. The dues system eventually
was abolished and stewardship has become
the main income source.

The Greek dinner has expanded into a
three-day festival taking place the first week
in October.

Other developments included the re-
organization of the Ladies Philoptochos So-
ciety chapter in 1984 and the formation of a
popular folk dance group � the OPA Danc-
ers.

The current pastor, Fr. Supica, arrived
in April 1988.  A native of Kansas City, Mo.,
he is a  convert to Orthodoxy, being bap-
tized at age 21, and has a Yugoslavian and
Scotch-Irish background.

Changed demographics
He leads a parish that is radically dif-

ferent from the one founded by the first
Greek immigrants.

�More people in the parish now were
born in the Ukraine than in Greece,� said
Fr. Supica. �Less than half the parish is of
Greek ancestry.�

In addition to Greek and Ukrainian,
members are of Russian, Eritrean, Ethiopian,

Serbian, Romanian, Bulgarian, Armenian
and Western European background.
Some customs reflect the various ethnic
backgrounds, according to the priest. At
Pascha, �the Eritreans dress in all-white
garments and baskets of  elaborately
decorated Ukrainian and Russian Easter
eggs adorn the solea.�

There also are many converts.
Fr. Supica uses Greek, English and

Slavonic in the services
But the parish has no Greek school,

due to lack of interest. The Sunday School
has about 40 children.

With Holy Trinity being the only
Greek Orthodox church within 200
miles,  Fr. Supica has responsibility for a
large geographic region � some  parish-
ioners live in other parts of the eastern
half of  Washington, Idaho about 15 miles
to the east, and in British Columbia more
than an hour�s drive to the north.

There is a pan-Orthodox presence
in the area, however, with a a local
Antiochian Orthodox  �western rite� par-
ish (a former Anglican congregation re-
ceived into that Orthodox branch two
years ago), and an Antiochian mission
parish in Idaho.

Perhaps the biggest challenge to Fr.
Supica is the �generational transition, �
or stratification of his parish. While the
few remaining immigrants are in their
70s or older and maintain a closeness to
the church, along with their children now
in their 50s and 60s,  the grandchildren
�don�t need the church as a social orga-
nization.� Keeping the younger genera-
tion interested in the life of the church is
one of his foremost tasks.

Fr. Supica characterizes his
community�s prospects in general for
continued progress as �reasonable,� con-
sidering that large-scale immigration
from abroad no longer takes place. In
recent years, however,  an exodus from
California and Seattle has boosted
Spokane�s population and represents a
potential for outreach. In the greater
community, the parishioners is a mem-
ber of a neighborhood outreach program.

In his efforts to serve the spiritual
needs of the parish,  Fr. Supica intro-
duced an all-English vespers every Sat-
urday.  But most of his ministry consists
of adult education, including a reading
group, a Bible study group that meets in
parishioners� homes and a study group
with weekly sessions at the church.

On the whole, Fr. Supica is encour-
aged by the progress of his ministry in
Spokane. �We are blessed with a good
number of people who want to learn and
grow in the faith,� he says.

-compiled by Jim Golding

Wins humanitarian award
Southern California Orthodox activist

Nicholas Royce, a top dancing star of
supperclubs, theaters and television in the
1940s and �50s was presented a special
humanitarian award by the Film Advisory
Board at its 22nd annual luncheon. In 1980,
Royce had received the FAB�s Award of Ex-
cellence for his appearance on KNBC-TV�s
�Odyssey,� for his efforts to transcribe the
Divine Liturgy into Braille. Founded in 1975,
the FAB is dedicated to the recognition and
promotion of quality family and children�s
entertainment.
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GREEK CHILDREN�S
FUND ADVERTISEMENT

S P R E A D  T H E  W O R D  O F  O R T H O D O X Y
S U P P O R T  O U R  E F F O R T -  W E  N E E D  Y O U R  H E L P

» $25    » $50    » $100    » $250    » Other amount $________

If you are eligible for a matching corporate gift please include the gift form and the name of  the company

Enclosed is my contribution in the amount of  $  _________    *

Name____________________________________________________________________________

Address__________________________________________________________________________
Street City State           Zip

* Make Check or Money Order payable to: Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America/Orthodox Observer (no cash, please)

Contributions are tax-deductible as provided by law.

» Master Card        » Visa        » American Express

Card Number _______________________________   Exp. Date: _____ /____ Total Amt. $ _______

Signature _________________________      Print Name: ______________________ Date: __________

Daytime phone number ( ______ ) ________ - _____________

For Credit Card donations, please fill and sign the following:

Thank you for your generosity.

Yes, I want to  support the  ORTHODOX OBSERVER
and help spread the word of my Greek Orthodox Church

GET AND READ
the ORTHODOX OBSERVER

AT HOME

I F
you were receiving the Observer

at an old address but you have moved
and don�t  receive it anymore,

include your OLD address or label

Mail this coupon to the

�Orthodox Observer / New Subscriptions�

8 East 79th Street, New York, NY 10021

NAME__________________________________

ADDRESS_________________________________

CITY_____________________________________

STATE____________________ZIP____________

�
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The Fabulous Grecian Keys
America�s BEST

GREEK DANCE BAND
1-800-GET-KEYS

1-800-438-5397
1-330-856-4466

FREE D.J. Service. Reserve Your Special Date Now!

CALL TOLL FREE FOR CD�s AND TAPES

YOUNG GREEKS TRAVEL

METAXA

am pleased that this delegation was able to
celebrate the beginning of the ecclesiastical
year with us here at the Mother Church.�

Executive Committee members re-
sponded positively about the visit.

Andrew Athens noted that �the Arch-
bishop is good for the Church and every-
one will support him.�

Demitrios Moschos and Helen Bender
both commented on the spirit of unity that
marked the gatherings.

John Catsimatidis noted that �95 to 98
percent of the people are with the Arch-
bishop and the Church.� He added �there is
always going to be 2 to 5 percent who feel
thaey haven�t been treated fairly and 10, 20,
or 50 people that scream out loud, but that
doesn�t mean they represent a big portion

from page 1
VISIT

guage classes as well as their religion classes
here on campus.

� We are waging an enrollment cam-
paign around the nation so that in the near
future we may once again educate our chil-
dren totally on campus.

� We are in the middle of necessary
repairs to many of the buildings in use.  A
long-range plan for neglected buildings is
also in the works.  We believe our children
deserve to live and grow in an environment
that reflects responsibility and care.

� We have waged a campaign to bring
St. Basil�s Academy to the forefront.  Our
faithful across the nation must be assured
that there is a special place for our Church�s
children in need.  Each faithful Orthodox
Christian across the nation must know that
St. Basil�s Academy is a shelter of love and
of care, and a home where our children are
nourished physically and spiritually.

All we ask of you can be summed up in
one word - love.  In the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ, who loves children so much
and in the name of the yet unheard voices
of our children in need, we ask that you
transform love into praxis.  We call upon

of the communty.�
He continued, �the majority of the com-

munity accept the archbishop, love him and
foresee the future in which there is no dis-
unity. He did the necessary changes, but the
changes of course, do not satisfy everybody.
Leaders, when they lead, have to make de-
cisions.�

John Stefanis said the Executive Com-
mittee and Synod of Bishops support the
new archbishop and his goal to lead the
Church of the United States to the new
milennium. Commenting on the Ecumeni-
cal Patriarch�s upcoming visit to the United
States, Stefanis said,�We feel; that Ameri-
cans like us will be impressed by His All
Holiness� spirituality and his love for the
Church.  We are all united and ready to ac-
cept the Patriarch so that we show Ameri-
cans that we are a major faith.�

from page 3
APPEAL

you to commit yourself and encourage the
Philoptochos Chapters within your region
to identify the needy children of  your par-
ish including those who may not be active
members.

Look around and spread the Good
News.  Open your arms as Jesus did and
call all children to you.  There will be a few
children who need our love and protection
and will recognize Christ�s compassion in
your voice.  Make your Philoptochos Chap-
ter a proud participant of this worthy and
holy mission.  I encourage you to pass this
information on to all your fellow Christians.

Your parish priests have received a
poster and brochures explaining everything
about the Academy and its new programs.
Please make sure your Philoptochos Chap-
ters receive copies of the pamphlets for dis-
tribution to their members.  If there are any
questions, please feel free to call us at (914)
424-3500.

Looking forward to your close coopera-
tion in helping our Church�s needy children,
I remain

Yours in  Jesus Christ,
V. Rev. Sylvester Berberis
Executive Director

TRIO BEL CANTO
The One and Only !!

For 3 Generations the Finest in GREEK MUSIC
Continuous Music Ã All Occasions Ã Full Time Orchestra

(201) 384-9365
(201) 461-9426
(201) 224-7208

340 E. Homestead Ave.
Palisades Park, NJ 07650
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MISCELLANEOUS

Wedding and
Christening

call

VICKI LEMBERAKIS

necessities in
CLEARWATER

FLORIDA

at (813) 797-8223

PROF. SERVICES

C L A S S I F I E D  A D S

PAPADOPOULOS-VLANTES & MOEHRING, P.C.

We handle cases in N.Y., N.J. and Greece
We prepare Legal Translations, Powers of Attorney and

Official Translations of Greek/English Documents

ACCIDENTSUDIVORCESUIMMIGRATIONUREAL ESTATE
CRIMINAL & MUNICIPAL COURT ULANDLORD/TENANT

WE SPEAK GREEK

28-18 Steinway Str., Astoria, NY    �(718) 728-6100
732-736 Bergen Ave. Jersey City, NJ �(201) 946-1980

LEGAL SERVICES REAL ESTATE/BUSNS MUSICIANS

Dr. Kimon A. Legakis
Athens University Law SchoolUMaster of Law, Hervard Law

School
Doctor of Law, Greece

UCertificate of International Law, Hague Academy of Int�l Law
L e g a l  C o n s u l t a n t

O F F I C E S

209 Garth Road

Scarsdale, N.Y. 10583

   & (914) 725-4717(914) 725-4717(914) 725-4717(914) 725-4717(914) 725-4717
Fax: (914) 725-4936

14 Nikitaras Street
Athens 106 78, Greece

& (011-301) 383-3340
& (011-302) 992-7111

Fax: (011-301)382-0838

With emphasis on: Settlement of Inheritance, Taxes, Disputed
Properties, Civil, International Family and Business Law in Greece

STEFANA
Artistically designed and

handmade utilizing:
leather, flowers, pearl

beads, crystal-like
flowers and silk flowers

Custom framing available

HandcrHandcrHandcrHandcrHandcraftedaftedaftedaftedafted
HeirHeirHeirHeirHeirloomsloomsloomsloomslooms

(617) 862-8435(617) 862-8435(617) 862-8435(617) 862-8435(617) 862-8435
Free catalog available

We Ship Anywhere

KENTRIKON ASTORIAS
23-33 31 St.

Astoria, NY 11105
Wedding and Christen-
ing items, Favors, Marti-
rika, Vaptistika, Ecclesi-
astical items.
We ship anywhere!
(718) 721-9190(718) 721-9190(718) 721-9190(718) 721-9190(718) 721-9190

The Wedding Belle
(410) 563-0999
3825 Eastern Avenue

Baltimore, Maryland 21224
Original favors for all occasions
Martirika, Wedding Crowns &
Decorated Candles, Coufetta,

Unique Stephana Cases
WE SHIP ANYWHERE

GEORGE KENT�GREEK�AMERICAN�INTERNATIONAL
ORCHESTRA & ENTERTAINMENT

EXPOSÉ REQUESTED! �BOOK EARL�BOOK EARL�BOOK EARL�BOOK EARL�BOOK EARLY FOR 10% REBY FOR 10% REBY FOR 10% REBY FOR 10% REBY FOR 10% REBAAAAATE!�TE!�TE!�TE!�TE!�

CALL KENT 1-914-476-3020
or write: 118 Bolmer Ave., N.Yonkers, NY 10703-1637
Send for stereo cassette albums �Zorba� or �Athena� $11.00 for one, $20 for both to address above.

CALL: 1-800-421-0639 or 713/626-0808
FAX: 713/626-3019

E-mail: 73344,334 @compuserve.com

U.S IMMIGRATION
VISAS AND CITIZENSHIP

James D. Prappas*

Attorney and Councelor at Law
3555 Timmons Lane, Suite 1450

Houston, Texas 77027

*Board certified Immigration and Nationality Law
Texas Board of Legal Specialization WEDDINGS

36 West 44th Street � Suite 305, New York, NY 10036

U.S. IMMIGRATION � TAXATION
BUSINESS LAW

INTERNATIONAL TRANSACTIONS
WILLS & ESTATES

Dr. ARES D. AXIOTIS
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW

Tel.: (212) 840-3422 or (203) 255-3312
Fax: (212) 840-3414

MEMBER OF N.Y. AND CT BARS

ÄÉÄÁÊÔÙÑ ÐÁÍ/ÌÉÏÕ OXFORD, ENGLAND
Ô. ËÅÊÔÙÑ ÍÏÌÏËÏÃÉÁÓ ÐÁÍ/ÌÉÏÕ CAMBRIDGE, ENGLAND

KEFALONIA
KATELIOS AREA

PRICE REDUCED
8 Stremata. Close to beach/
resorts restaurants-motels
65K.  Call Jerry

(510) 351-2537 JV

PROPERTY FOR SALE
Outside Tallaros, CHIOS.
Aprox. 10 acres + or Duplex
Dwelling. Orchard and stone
wall surrounds property.
View of Ocean fron 2nd floor.
$500,000 or best offfer.

(215) 536-1487

1997 YEARBOOK

ARCHDIOCESE YEARBOOK

1997

The 1997 edition of the Archdiocese Year-
book can be ordered from the Orthodox Ob-
server. Include your check or money order
for $15 per book postpaid and send to: (make

checks payable to Orthodox Observer)
YEARBOOK

 c/o ORTHODOX OBSERVER
8 E 79ST., New York, NY 10021

(Please do not send cash � Allow up to 2 weeks for delivery)

FOC

ONLY TRUST YOUR SOCIAL TO A PROVEN NAME GROUP OF FULL TIME PRO-
FESSIONAL MUSICIANS ENTERTAINERS, AT AFFORDABLE PRICES, WHO�S
ONLY BUSINESS IS MUSIC. PERFORMING AUTHENTIC GREEK MUSIC OF ALL
REGIONS, COLONIES OF GREECE. FEATURING THE �PRIME VOICE OF
GREECE...�  THE CLARINO & BOUZOUKI PLUS VOCALS. BEWARE! OF GREEK
BANDS PROMISING AMERICAN MUSIC, THEN PLAYING TAPES!  ALL OUR
MUSIC IS PERFORMED �LIVE�...OUR AMERICAN SOUNDS PURE AMERICAN,
WITH NO ACCENT!

George Manioudakis

For all occassions
Epirotika � Roumeliotika � Xiotika

Macedonika � Thessaliotika � Nisiotika
Singers and complete Orchestra available

Anywhere in U.S.A.  New Jersey (732) 422-9059

�Greek Clarino at its Best�

Photography by George
Experienced in Greek events

Weddings, Baptisms, Portraits & more
Digital videography available

Proofs in One week
Located in NJ & serving the tri-state area

(201) 262-6443 or (973) 427-6920

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL INVESTMENTS
LARGE AND SMALL RESTAURANTS

CALL YOUR SOUTH FLORIDA CONNECTION
G R E E K  S P O K E N  F L U E N T L Y

THOMAS DELIS Realtor Associate
954/568-0082 days 954/781-0140 evenings

HUBERT & WEST, INC. Realtors
2000 E. Oakland Park Blvd., Suite 203, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33306

PERICLES REAL ESTATE
SERVING THE HUDSON VALLEY

OF N.Y. AND BEYOND
 RESIDENTIAL,COMMERCIAL, LAND,
FORECLOSURES. GREAT BUYS IN
GREECE & THE CATSKILLS.

(914) 561-6681

FOR RENT
FLORIDA, CLEARWATER
Luxury Combo with water-
front view, furnished 2 bed-
room, 2 bath with balcony,
heated pool & covered park-
ing. near shopping. No Pets.

(810) 463- 6805

ATHENS
KOL./ VASS. SOFIAS
Elegant res. & office, 300m2.
Highly Prime loc. Adj. to Ital.
Emb., steps from Nat. Gar-
den, Parliament.

Tel.(202) 244-1798
Fax.(202) 362-2383

FOR SALE
NEAR MESOCHORIA,

ON EVIA.
53 STREMMATA
ON THE WATER

(248) 588-1074

KEFALONIA
MAURATA, ELIOS

22 Stremmata for sale,
Buildable, on Road Will
Divide. Easy Access.

Water. Electric
(619) 442-3278

FOR SALE MARATHON
Sea side of SHINIAS, 100 meters
from the sea, 47Km SE of Ath-
ens. Land 1115m (to build 460m)
$150,000. C. Panagopoulos, 46
Taygetou Str. GR11255 Athens
Tel. 2232709 fax 2237044.
E-mail: warriorjp@iname.com

THEODORE DAVANTZIS, DDS FAGD
COMPREHENSIVE DENTAL TREATMENT
I M P L A N T S � O RT H O D O N T I C S � C O S M E T I C

42-21 FRANCIS LEWIS BLVD., BAYSIDE, NY
(718) 279-0116

D I M I T R I O S  P A N A G O S
PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO

Web page:http://www.panagos.com

Å WEDDINGS Å BAPTISMS Å PORTRAITS Å NEWS Å PASSPORTS

111 Broadway (Rt. 107), Hicksville, N.Y. 11801

(516) 931-2333

FOR YOUR ADS:

Tel: (212) 628-2590

Fax:(212) 570-4005

This Box is one column
by 1 1/2 inches
and costs $75.

GREEK OLIVE OIL
Imported from Crete

Extra Virgin
1 Ltr tin 7.95 +s&h
3 Ltr tin 17.95 +s&h

Pomace
3 Ltr tin 10.95 +s&h
J.E.Nicolozakes Co.
Tel.614-432-5999
Fax. 614-439-5995

FOR 29 YEARS THE
ULTIMATE IN GREEK
& AMERICAN MUSIC

of NEW YORK

e-mail: Trojan888@aol.com
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ANTENNA  F/C

3X10

PATRIARCH

So how should we begin this new year,
this new beginning?  How can we worthily
honor the founders of our Archdiocese?
How should we welcome His All Holiness
to America?

My beloved, traditionally this Day of the
Indiction � of beginnings � marks the day
when our Lord Jesus Christ entered the syna-
gogue in His home town of Nazareth and
read the following passage from the Book
of Isaiah:

�The Spirit of Lord is upon me, because
He has anointed me to preach the gospel to
the poor, He has sent me to heal the bro-
ken-hearted, to announce forgiveness to the
captives and recovery of sight to the blind,
to set at liberty those who have been
bruised, to proclaim the acceptable year of
the Lord.�  (Luke 4:18,19; Isaiah 61:1,2)

As we commence this New Year of

Sarbanes noted, �The occasion of this
legislation is to honor Patriarch
Bartholomew�s first visit to the United States
as Patriarch and to recognize his outstand-
ing contributions to world peace and under-
standing during his tenure as head of this
ancient branch of Christianity.�

In addition to the gold medal legisla-
tion, D�Amato said he was introducing a
concurrent resolution providing for the use
of the Capitol for a ceremony honoring Pa-
triarch Bartholomew upon his visit to the
United Sates this October.

D�Amato is chairman of the Senate
Banking Committee and Sarbanes is its rank-
ing member.

D�Amato said that other religious lead-
ers who received medals were Billy Graham,
Rabbi Menachem Schneerson and most re-
cently Mother Theresa.  The authorizing leg-
islation allows for no more than $30.000 to
go towards the design and production of the
gold medal.  The sale of bronze duplicates
to the public will cover the cost of the gold
medal.

D�Amato cited the following contribu-
tions to the world community which the
Patriarch has made:

� Patriarch Bartholomew has been work-
ing tirelessly to promote interfaith dialogue
between the Orthodox Church and the Ro-
man Catholic Church, leading Protestant de-
nominations, Muslim leaders, and various
faiths of America�s multi-ethnic diversity.

� He has also sought to improve ties
between Judaism and the Orthodox Church.
In 1994, he worked with Rabbi David
Schneier and the Appeal of Conscience
Foundation to co-sponsor the �Peace and
Tolerance Conference,� bringing together
Christians, Jews and Muslims for human and
religious freedom,

� He has been a dynamic leader in ef-
forts to ease Greek-Turkish tensions and
promote international cooperation, adher-
ence to international law and respect for
human rights for victims of aggression,

� He has pushed for reconciliation
among the Catholic, Muslim and Greek
Orthodox communities of the war- torn
countries of the Balkans,

� Patriarch Bartholomew convened an
international environmental symposium
emphasizing the health and well- being of
the world�s oceans.

Enthroned as the 2,000-year-old Ortho-
dox Church�s 270th Patriarch, �first among
equals,� Patriarch Bartholomew is the spiri-
tual leader of the Church and the voice for
nearly 300 million followers worldwide.
D�Amato�s legislation will be referred to the
Senate Banking Committee for further action.

from page 1
INDICTION
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BILL INTRODUCED

chronic one and it should be treated accord-
ingly.

Finally, the relations of the Archdiocese
with SCOBA (Standing Conference of  Ca-
nonical Orthodox Bishops in the Americas),
are at a critical point.  The archbishop and
the bishops should study the situation and
resolve the existing differences and misun-
derstandings between the Archdiocese and
the other SCOBA members peacefully, so
that together they may work for the realiza-
tion of the common dream which is the
elimination of episcopal pluralism and the
unification of all Orthodox branches into one
Holy Orthodox Church in America.

That was the ultimate dream of the
founder of the Archdiocese, Patriarch
Meletios IV, 75 years ago when he said: � I
saw the largest  and best part of the Ortho-
dox Church in the Diaspora, and I under-
stood how exalted the name of Orthodoxy
could be, if the more than 2 million people
there were united under one church orga-
nization, an American Orthodox Church.�

Grace, I issue this summons to all of the
faithful of our Archdiocese: my beloved
brother Bishops, our holy and pious priests,
and the dedicated lay people who are our
vital co-workers and fellow stewards of the
Church.

Lift up your hearts and aspire to the
anointing of the Spirit.  Embrace the com-
mission to preach the Gospel, beginning
with those whose lives have been spiritu-
ally impoverished and, though perhaps rich
in material possessions, are poor and desti-
tute in love, hope and faith.  Reach out to
your neighbor, whether family member, fel-
low parishioner, or clergyman. Speak for-
giveness, mercy and liberty to  those whose
lives are trapped in prisons of self-doubt and
self-hatred.  Let your love and compassion
become a second sight for those blinded by
malice, envy and greed.  For those whom
we may have bruised by our own negligence

or fault, let us work for their restoration to
spiritual health.

In short, my beloved, let us proclaim
this New Year to be a year of reconciliation
� the acceptable year of the Lord � when
He accepts us with love and forgiveness and
we accept each other.  Are we not yet one
Body and one family in Christ?  As surely as
we are bound to Him through His precious
Body and sacred Blood, we are bound to
each other in a mystical union. Therefore,
let us go forward in that unity for the good
of our Church and the good of our children.

With much fatherly love,

from page 5
FIRST YEAR
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H E R I T A G E

Awarded 2004 Olympics,
Returning Games to Birthplace

LAUSANNE, Switzerland (AP) - The first woman to lead
a successful Olympic bid combined stamina, sophistica-
tion and style in an almost single-handed campaign to re-
bound from Athens� devastating loss to Atlanta.

�We saw our mistakes and tried to correct them,� said
Gianna Angelopoulos-Daskalaki after the International
Olympic Committee awarded the 2004 games to Athens.

But in her moment of victory, the 41-year-old
Angelopoulos-Daskalaki diplomatically avoided detailing the
flaws of the earlier Greek bid that was widely characterized
as disorganized and arrogant.

She also refrained from referring to Atlanta or the con-
duct of the 1996 Centennial Games, which the Greek pre-
mier cited for �rampant commercialism.�

�This is a victory for Olympism,� said Angelopoulos-
Daskalaki, taking the positive tone that characterized the
Greek bid.

�We want to show the world that this will be a victory
for the games. The way that we will organize the games in
Athens will be good for the games and for the movement.�

It was an argument that helped win a majority vote
from the 111-member IOC, only 10 of whom are women.

Angelopoulos-Daskalaki�s presentation to the IOC on
Friday was matter-of-fact, compared with the glitzy appeal
of powerful, well-organized Rome committee.

But her lawyerly presentation went to the concerns of
the IOC, answering such practical questions as how the

ATHENS:
LAUSANNE, Switzerland (AP) - This time, sentiment

prevailed. After the snub of 1996, the Olympics are return-
ing to their Greek birthplace in 2004. Athens was awarded
the first Summer Games of the new millennium, bringing
the Olympics to the Greek capital for the first time since the
modern games began in 1896.

�We�re giving back to the Greeks what they gave to us,�
said International Olympic Committee member Jacques
Rogge. �The extra value of the Greek tradition made the dif-
ference.�

The decision set off celebrations in the streets of Ath-
ens, where young people linked arms in traditional Greek
dances near the Acropolis and motorists honked in joy. Ships
in the western port of Patras sounded their fog horns.

Some of the jubilant Athenians said the decision was a
sweet payback for Greece�s devastating loss to Atlanta for
the 1996 Centennial Games.

The sentimental factor produced a surprisingly large vic-
tory for Athens over Rome, its main rival and considered by
many to have been the favorite. The other losing cities were
Buenos Aires, Argentina; Cape Town, South Africa, and
Stockholm, Sweden.

Greek and International Olympic Committee officials
said the Athens bid also benefited from its promise to take
the games closer to their roots and away from the commer-
cial excesses that tarnished the Atlanta Games.

�As a great athletic contest, we have to provide the pos-
sibility for the Olympics to cleanse itself from
rampant commercialism,� Greek Premier
Costas Simitis said.

Athens beat Rome by 25 votes � 66-41 �
in the fourth and final round of a secret ballot
by 107 IOC members at the Beaulieu Palace
in Lausanne.

It was one of the biggest winning mar-
gins in IOC history. It equaled Seoul�s 25-
vote margin in the two-city race against
Nagoya, Japan, for the 1988 games.

�It was expected that either Rome or
Athens would win,� Rogge said. �What was
unexpected was the margin.�

Most of the credit for Athens� victory
went to Gianna Angelopoulos-Daskalaki, the
charismatic bid chief. A lawyer, former mem-
ber of parliament and wife of a millionaire
steel and shipping tycoon, she is the first
woman ever to lead a successful Olympic bid.

�She united a team that was not united
before,� Rogge said. �She delivered. She was
able to rally forces and build a team.�

Canadian IOC executive board member
Dick Pound said she had learned from the
mistakes made by the previous Greek bid,
which involved different people.

�They came back after defeat,� Pound said. �They cor-
rected their mistakes. They were totally focused on the quali-
ties of the bid rather than demanding the games as a right.�

By choosing Athens, the IOC returned to its traditional
roots in Europe while declining to take the games for the
first time to Africa or South America.

Athens, Rome (1960) and Stockholm (1912) had all
staged the games before. There was a strong push to take
the games back to Europe in 2004 after 10 years and four
Olympics away from the continent.

Personal appeals to the voters in Lausanne from South
African President Nelson Mandela and Argentine President
Carlos Menem failed to win over the IOC.

�The vote was a message of support for Africa,� Rogge said.
�Getting into the third round is a good beginning. Our message
is: improve and your time will come in the near future.�

While the Greeks offended many IOC members in their
previous bid with their arrogance, Angelopolous-Daskalaki
ran a virtual one-woman show that played all the right cards.

�This is a new bid for a new city, a better candidacy,�
she said in her final presentation to the IOC before the vote.
�We learned that what is at stake in this election is not what
an Olympics can do to a city but what a city can to do bring
honor and glory to the games.�

Now the IOC wants to make sure Angelopolous-
Daskalaki stays on as part of the organizing team for the
next seven years. She promised she would.

�I should be the last one not to stay and to work for my
country with all our people,� she said. �

Who is Gianna Angelopoulos-Daskalaki?
Greeks would deal with pollution and transportation.

She said she planned to continue working toward or-
ganizing the 2004 games. If she goes on to head the orga-
nizing committee, she will be only the second bid chief to
do so, following Billy Payne of Atlanta.

Angelopoulos-Daskalaki, who holds a degree in law
and is vice chairwoman of Harvard University�s John F.
Kennedy School of Government, picked up the pieces af-
ter Greece�s humiliating defeat to Atlanta in 1990 when
some Greek officials were vowing that Athens would never
again seek the games.

She and her team disposed of the old attitudes and
worked tirelessly to court each IOC member. Athens stayed
fixed on the same appeal: returning the games to Greece can
help restore prestige tarnished by pervasive commercialism.

�We�re confident our message was being heard,� said
Angelopoulos-Daskalaki, who refused to join in the vol-
leys of criticism between Athens and runner-up Rome in
the weeks before the vote.

Born on the island of Crete, Angelopous-Daskalaki has
also been successful in Greek politics. She was elected to
the Athens Municipal Council in 1986 and on to Parlia-
ment with the conservative New Democracy Party in 1989
and was re-elected the following year.

She has been married to millionaire shipowner and
businessman Theodore Angelopoulos since 1990 and has
two sons and a daughter from her first marriage. �

Gianna Angelopoulos with Ambassador of Greece to the U.S and a member of the
�Athens 2004� Olympic bid committee, at a press conference in New York last spring.
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Archbishop Spyridon Praises Selection of
Athens to Host the Olympic Games in 2004

His Eminence Archbishop Spyridon expressed great
joy at the news that Athens has been selected by the Inter-
national Olympic Committee to host the 2004 Olympics.

 �This is indeed a victory for the Hellenic spirit,� said the
Archbishop. �It is only fitting that the Olympics should again
be hosted by the land of their birth and also of their rebirth.�

The city was among five contenders. The other candi-
dates were Rome, Stockholm, Cape Town and Buenos Aires.

The ancient games got their start in 776 B.C. in Olym-
pia (Greece), from which they derive their name. They con-
tinued uninterrupted for more than a thousand years until
the 4th century AD.

It will be the first time in more than a century that the
Olympics will be held in the land of their birth. Athens
served as host for the first modern Games in 1896 when
the Olympic Games were revived.

The Archbishop also expressed his confidence that
the Athens Olympics �will be the most successful ever�
and that they will serve as the perfect showcase for the
wonders of both ancient and modern Greece.

His Eminence also congratulated the head of Athens�
Olympic Bid Committee, Gianna Angelopoulos-Daskalaki,
for her extraordinary, tireless efforts in mounting the win-
ning campaign.

CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE
OF HIS ALL HOLINESS ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH

BARTHOLOMEW TO GIANNA ANGELOPOULOS

ÿ  B A R T H O L O M E W  I
Archbishop of Constantinople

and Ecumenical Patriarch

�On the occasion of the accomplish-
ments by which you obtained the fitting
and most worthy selection of the city of
Athens as the site for the Olympic Games
of 2004, we congratulate you with all our
heart, both you and the members of your
committee on this brilliant accomplishment
and reward of your many labors.

We fervently pray for every help from
on high in order to bring this undertaking
to a propitious and successful conclusion.

With fatherly prayers and much love,


